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Over Valentine’s Day weekend, Bloomingdale High School ]ZIlS M Ontl}

volunteers canvassed homes in Section M in an effort to
provide the easiest possible means for residents to choose
their community’s future name. The students walked the
entire neighborhood, gathered votes, and handed out over
100 flyers when residents were unavailable. This volunteer
effort was coordinated by the BHA because many residents
in Sections A and M had not voted via email, phone or U.S.
mail—options offered to residents since January 1.
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'The BHA is attempting to reach atleasta 50% voting response BHA 2014

to accurately portray residents’ wishes when selecting the

final name. To that end, voting has been extended from the Aot date Hih Sehou ccodente Bobby Michacl Allicon Fi MEMBE?)SH@ DRIVE
oomingdale High School students Bobby Michael, Allison Fritz, age

end of February to the end of March. At the end of March, and Taylor Cona earned community service hours on Feb. 14 by &

the neighborhood name garnering the most votes in each  assisting the BHA in the ongoing “Name Your Neighborhood”
itv will b lected project. The students walked the Section M neighborhood and LIBRARY
community wi ¢ selected. Continued on Page 5 gathered more than 50 resident votes. HAPPENI NGS
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Bloomingdale High School will be Page 10
hosting its annual Relay for Life event
on March 29 at the school’s Charley INs & OUTs
Harris Stadium.The opening ceremony Page 12

begins at noon and will include words

from cancer survivors and their care

takers. The event is open to the community and will
teature activities such as a survivor lap, the luminary
ceremony, dance parties, concerts from local bands, Page 13
capture the flag and other forms of entertainment. AL ESTA
Teams raise money through various fundraisers, booths REUIISDEA.-II.-ETE
they set up at the event, and their entry fees. Page 15

Relay for Life committee members pictured: Gillian Foster, Co-chairs SCHOOL NEWS
Sarah Walker and Marcus Butler, and Maggie Roggeman. Not pictured P. age 18
are Corey Geer, Alex Geer, Jacob Miller, Sam Miller and Jordan Goodson.
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Continued on Page 21
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Nothing is impossible; the word itself says ‘I'm possible’! Audrey Hepburn



bar-i-at-ric (noun) —

a branch of medicine that deals with the control and treatment of obesity
and related diseases.

Mard't' ;lgtlg @ 2hog Pl\}l'g)h To register for these FREE seminars,
presented by feyur L.havdaa, call 1-855-BARIATRIc

Brandon Regional Hospital ® Classroom B

March 20th @ 6:30 p.m. (855-227-4387).
presented by Alfredo Fernandez MD

Oakfield Medical Plaza ® Classroom B
March 25th @ 2:00 p.m. @ Brandon Regional Hospital

presented by Joseph Chabhs MD
South Bay Hospital BrandonRegionalHospital.com
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SUZANNE JONES
YOUR INSIDE CONNECTIONS

TONY DEL CASTILLO

m Campa Bay Times
S G-] Community

Development
& @ Team

ncome Tax / Accounting Services

ACCURATE TAX & BOOKKEEPING SERVICES, LLC
Greg J. Menia, CPA

Manager/Owner

813.655.9702

www.brandonaccountant.com
FORYOUR

CALLINOW)

www.facebook.com/accuratetaxes

HIREE
INITIAL
CONSULTATION!

“When It Comes To Taxes And Accounting...
Accurate Is What You Need.”

710 OAKFIELD DRIVE - SUITE 159 - BRANDON, FL 33511
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Carl & Kathy Adkins
4141 Springway Circle (Bloomingdale East)

Yard of the Month is sponsored by Ace Hardware of Bloomingdale. Send your Yard of the Month nominations to:
InBloomingdaleNews@gmail.com or call (813) 681-2051

®

The helpful place.

Winners will recieve a $25 gift card redeemable at Ace Hardware of Bloomingdale

« 6 Weeks Through 12 Years « Nutritious Meals & Snacks:

« Full & Part Time Options Low Salt & Sugar

« Open: M-F 6am to 6:30pm « Spanish & Music Included

- Creative Curriculum for Infants & Toddlers - Trained Professional Staff,

« APPLE Accreditation and CITA Certified in First Aid & CPR
Approved Curriculum « Extracurricular Programs

« Security Code Access Entry « Outdoor Playgrounds with

- FREE Internet Viewing of Your Child’s Day Water Park

:/Ei?énlagz(: El:)l;\:i:::)tl'clJeTTechnology f‘. ‘ /‘ ’ / - ‘/ Gift Cal‘d
[\}3{@’ t VISA $ 2 5 O
spr'mg o D “ G
h ﬂ@“ 5 t [ Available after 8 wks of consecutive
OfpS

N\are_ attendance or $150 for any Part Time or
he‘ , school age child. New families only Card
/7 . must be presented at time
of enrollment.

813-657-6200 813-526-7000

www.krkvalrico.com www.krkcirca.com
4321 Lynx Paw Trail 5815 Kids Crossing Drive

Located across from Lithia Springs Elementary Located between Stowers Elementary and Mosaic
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Spring Fling / March 1/ 2-6 p.m./ Alafia Elementary School / 3535 Culbreath
Road / Join Alafia Elementary School at its annual Spring Fling event, featuring
bounce houses, food trucks, small business vendors, a cake walk, Scholastic Book
Fair, and Art Monkey ceramics painting. Open to the community. Call 813-744-
8190 for more information.

The 17th Annual FishHawk Ranch Road Race / March 1 / Park Square in
FishHawk. Kids Race at 5 p.m. ($15) and the 5K starts at 5:30 p.m. ($30).

Lunch and Learn for Senior Citizens / March 6 / 11 a.m.-1 p.m. / The Bridges
Retirement Community / 11350 Bloomingdale Avenue, Riverview / The Bridges
Retirement Community, partnering with Brandon Regional Hospital and the
Campo Family YMCA, presents Understanding Aches & Pains in the Active Senior.
Dr. Edward Becker, a fellowship-trained orthopedic surgeon, will specifically address
rotator cuff tears, shoulder pain and meniscus tears. An exercise demonstration by a
YMCA instructor will give attendees the opportunity to practice proper stretching
to keep joints and muscles flexible. There is no fee to attend. Lunch will be provided.
To reserve a seat, please call Brandon Regional Hospital’s reservation line at 813-

653-1065.

Twilight Ride / March 7 / 4:30-8:30 p.m. / Campo Family YMCA / 3414
Culbreath Road / The Campo Family YMCA'’s twilight bicycle ride benefits
the organization’s Annual Community Support Campaign. Participants ride
stationary bikes and will receive a t-shirt plus a chance to win a door prize. Sign
up at the Welcome Center. $30 for 30 minutes, $50 for 1 hour, $75 for 2 hours,
and $125 for 4 hours. Call 813-684-1371 for more information.

Songwriting Workshop / March 7 / 6-8 p.m. / Music Showcase / 402 Oakfield
Drive, Brandon / Learn the basics on how to write your own music! In this workshop,
you will learn from singer/songwriter Daira,a Contemporary Christian artist, some
of the valuable techniques she has learned over the years while in Nashville. She
will be teaching knowledgeable information shared at professional songwriting
workshops and courses taught at Belmont University for a fraction of the cost.
Additionally, students will immediately get to put to practice what they learn! This
2-hour workshop will be hands on. Bring a guitar, if you play, and be prepared to
share ideas. Ages 13 and up. Cost $50. Call 813-685-5998 for more information.

VPK Informational Night / March 6 / 7 p.m./ The Village Early Learning Center
/ 3741 Canoga Park Drive, Brandon / Learn all about The Village ELC’s VPK
program--with governmental rules discussed, and The Village VPK programs

explained. All current preschool students please attend, and prospective community

students welcome to attend. Free babysitting with RSVP. Please call (813) 651-0779.

Tai Chi / March 11 / 3:30-4:30 p.m. / Bloomingdale Regional Public Library /
1906 Bloomingdale Ave./ Tai Chi reduces stress and increases stamina, flexibility,
and alertness. Bring a mat or towel and wear comfortable clothing. Limited to
25 participants. All ages welcome! Call 813-273-3652 for more information. (See
Library Happenings in this issue of the Gazette for additional offerings.)

Rajun Bull Band Casino Night / March 22 / 7 — 11 p.m. / The LOFT Event
Lounge/ 711 W. Lumsden Rd., Brandon / Bloomingdale High School Band is
hosting a casino night to help students raise funds for general band expenses and
upcoming trips (Rome in December 2014). Casino night will feature professional
dealers, food, drink, silent auction, 50/50 raffle, and great prizes. Tickets are
$40 and include two drink tickets and a 2500 chip gaming voucher. Table
sponsorships are still available. For more information or to purchase tickets email

rajunbullfundraising@gmail.com.

6™ Annual Winthrop Arts Festival / March 22-23 / 10 a.m.-5 p.m./ Winthrop
Town Centre / 11252 Winthrop Main Street, Riverview / The Winthrop Arts
Festival is passionate about creating an arts environment for Winthrop and the
greater Brandon area. The festival strives to bring together the community through
the beauty of the artistry and musical performances to enhance the art appreciation
of everyone attending this wonderful event. This year the festival will showcase the
work of one hundred artists, in categories ranging from oil paintings to ceramics to
jewelry, with musical entertainment provided by local musicians and schools. For
more information visit www.winthropartsfestival.org.

Multi-Cultural Fair / March 29 / 10 a.m.-2 p.m. / The Village Early Learning
Center / 3741 Canoga Park Drive, Brandon / The Village Early Learning Center
will host its third Multi-Cultural Fair on March 29, a free community event
where families can experience dancing, music, food, and crafts from all over the
world. Children who attend will be given a “passport” that will enable them to
“travel” from country to country within the school and on campus, as well as
to hear stories and see items from the countries being studied by the Village
students. Additionally, “traveling” children will be able to do crafts native to the
different countries represented. The Village ELC is also celebrating the grand
opening of its Outdoor Classroom on March 8,11 a.m. -2 p.m. Call (813) 651-

0779 for more information.

Relay for Life / March 29-30 / Bloomingdale High School. (See story in this issue
of the Gazette for details.)

YMCA Spring Break Camp / March 10-14 / Drop off 7-9 a.m.; Pick up 4-6
p-m./ Campo Family YMCA / 3414 Culbreath Road / Campers will get to take
a splash in the pools, play indoor and outdoor games and sports, go rock climbing,
participate in arts and crafts, and much more. Spots are filling up, so sign up at the

Campo Welcome Center today. Call 813-684-1371 for more information.

Spring Break Celebrate Broadway Theater Workshop / March 10-13, 9 a.m.-3
p-m.; March 15; 12-5 p.m. / Center Place Fine Arts & Civic Association, Inc. /
619 Vonderburg Drive, Brandon / Center Place Fine Arts & Stages Productions is
offering a 1-week theater workshop featuring some of the best songs, dances, and
scenes from classic Broadway Shows. This intense workshop is the perfect ticket
to improving young performers’ musical theatre skills with instruction from Rick
and Terri D’Onofrio of Stages Productions. The week will end with a fully- staged
showcase performance featuring all the students on Saturday, March 15, at 6 p.m.
$150 per student. Visit www.centerplacebrandon.org for more information.

Spring Break Golf Camp at River Hills Country Club

Mar 10-14/ 8:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m./ 6 openings. $350/child

Kids enjoy spring break learning the great game of golf—full swing
fundamentals, short game fundamentals, and on-course play. Sign up on
line by clicking on the After School banner, call (813) 957-3205 and ask for
J.D. Carino. (The John E.S. Cochrane Golf School is also located at the
Bloomingdale Golfers Club; however, spring break camp will be held at
only the Riverview location.)
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Board optimistic for 2014

To those who have newly joined the BHA, renewed membership, donated
to the community scholarship fund, and purchased a Bloomingdale
Pride license plate, the board sends a heartfelt thank you. The board of
directors is thrilled to report that dues paid this year in the month of
February exceed those from last year.

Ifyou haven't yet submitted membership dues, the annual $25 membership
is a bargain, and buys residents a “large bang for their buck.” This issue of
the Gazette is rife with examples: Community Cleanup Day, the Charity
Golf Tournament, a Community Scholarship, Volunteer Registry
program and active board involvement with our neighborhoods.

If you didn’t receive your notice, you can still pay by check made payable
to BHA, 3509 Bell Shoals Rd., Valrico, FL. 33596. An easier method is
to use our PayPal option. Go to www.bloomingdalegazette.com, look
for the PayPal link, and follow the simple instructions provided. A $1
processing fee is added. The BHA needs your support now. Please submit

your membership notice today.

For more information, call (813) 681-2051, or email bloomingdale.

homeowners@gmail.com.

In Section M, residents have the following options: Fairway Park,
Parkside, Bell Grande Heights, Hacienda Grande, Hacienda Heights,
and Callista Heights. Parkside and Hacienda Heights are write-in
suggestions received from a residents in February.

In Section A, the choices are: Bloomingdale Pointe, Bloomingdale
Springs,Bloomingdale Hollow, Spring Hollow Estates, Springvale
Greens Reserve, and Orangepointe Estates. Write-in votes will
be counted.

There are many ways to have your vote count. Submit your choice
either via email at bloomingdale.homeowners@gmail.com, by
phone at 681-2051, by Facebook message, or by mail, or in person
at the BHA office, 3509 Bell Shoals Rd. You must include your
name and address for accounting purposes. This information is not
shared with anyone.

Once the votes have been tallied, the BHA will announce the
neighborhood names in the Bloomingdale Gazette, Facebook, and
the Bloomingdale website. In addition, an unveiling ceremony will be
held when the signs are completed and ready for installation. Details
will be provided in the newspaper, on Facebook, and the BHA website.
For information, contact the BHA at 813-681-2051, or by email at
bloomingdale.homeowners@gmail.com.
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March 20*-23

Thursday, 4pm-10pm
Friday, 4pm-11pm
Saturday, 12pm-11pm
Sunday, 12pm-8pm

FREE ADMISSION
FREE PARKING
RIDES

GAMES

GREAT FOOD
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
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Raffle Prize
Every Hour
Grand Prize: $3,000

RIDES

Second Prize: 55" Flat Screen TV

Third Prize: 4 tickets to Sea World
And Lots More!

You do not need to be present to win prizes.

P
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Mass ‘ﬂ’ %
and Breakfast All Day
under the “Big Tent” I\:ul'l:’ay
Mass at 9am e Breakfast at 10am l ory
Entertammen’f' momso ez ieequnts

Mass! Breakfast will be available afterwards. Tickets
for breakfast for purchase before Thursday, March
20th. Tickets cost $5 Adults & $2 Children and are
available for purchase at the Church or School Offices.
No tickets will be sold on Sunday!

Luna Blue Band
Friday 8-11 U
Saturday 8-11 w
Tampa Bay Times

tampabay.com
10428 Saint Stephen Circle ¢ Riverview, FL 33569

(s mile west of the corner of Bell Shoals Road & Boyette Road Riverview, FL)

Visit us online for more information! WWW. Sprl ngJ ubilee.com

. Like us for
more information
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By: Kayla Hayes

On March 23 Feed the Bay trucks will take up a few
extra spaces outside of participating super markets in our
area. Feed the Bay is an annual “coordinated community
outreach” among Publix super markets, Sweetbay super
markets, Walgreens stores and the Hillsborough County
community to stock shelves of participating food pantries
and food agencies all over Tampa Bay.

Last year the community collected 160,000 lbs. of
food. Participating is easy. Shoppers simply pick up
a few extra items before heading to the register, and
hand off the purchased donations to Feed the Bay

volunteers on the way out!

Bloomingdale East resident, Taylor Lipsey, 21,
participated in Feed the Bay in 2011. “A few friends and
I went to Sweetbay right after church. We each bought
something to put in the food truck. It was a good feeling
to help people in need!” Lipsey said.

the very first Feed the Bay. The first
two years I was a store facilitator,
working with the store manager
and employees to coordinate
stocking, check out, etc. Every
year since I've worked in the
stores as a ‘spokesperson,’ handing
out grocery lists, explaining to
customers what Feed the Bay
is, and asking them to donate
whatever they can,” said Curcio.

“Why do I continue to volunteer?
Oh, that's any easy answer!” Curcio
continued. “I know where the food
goes, who it feeds, and the lives it
changes. Every year during Feed the
Bay, I meet at least one person whose
life has been blessed by the items
donated to the local food pantries.

Feed the Bay comes to the Bloomingdale/Valrico area every Spring to collect
non-perishable food items for food pantries all over Tampa Bay. Visit your local
Publix, Sweetbay or Walgreens on March 23 to participate.

Lisa Curcio, a Valrico resident with friends in the What's better than helping to provide the most basic essential of life?”

Bloomingdale area, has volunteered for Feed the Bay

every year since its start in 2006. “I've volunteered since For more information or to volunteer, visit www.feedthebay.org.

By: Kayla Hayes

From “Tail Waggin Tutors” on March 14 (children take turns reading to adorable
dogs), to “Living Wills” on March 12 (Attorney Katherine Haromy Woltmann
of Bay Areas Legal Services will discuss important legal matters pertaining to
adults), there are events for everyone this month at the Bloomingdale Regional
Public Library!

For Adults
* “Social Security Timing,” Tuesday, March 4
*  “Master Gardener: Succulents and Cacti 101,” Wednesday, March 5

* “Whodunit Book Club,”a book discussion on The Foreign Correspondent
by Alan Furst (copies available at the library), Thursday, March 6

*  “Create!: Collage,” Saturday, March 8 (limited to 20 participants)

*  “Five Million Steps on a Journey of Hope Thru-Hiking the Appalachian
Trail,” Monday, March 10

* Brandon Area Historical and Genealogical Society meeting, Tuesday,
March 11

* “Living Wills,” Wednesday, March 12

For Children

* “Motion Commotion” (ages 2-5) and their parents, Monday, March 3
* Teen Advisory Board meeting (grades 6 -12), Monday, March 3

* “Tai Chi for Teens,” Tuesday, March 11 (limited to 25 participants)

*  “Tail Waggin' Tutors,” Friday, March 14

On Tuesday, March 4, the library is celebrating Dr. Seuss’s birthday at 10:30 a.m.
All ages are invited. Seuss fans of all ages are invited to celebrate Dr. Seuss’s
birthday at the library! There will be games, crafts, cake and refreshments.

View the library’s events calendar online at www.hcpl.org/hcpl/locations/bdl for
details on March events and more.

Sam Miller, son of Kim and Steve Miller of
Bloomingdale East has been appointed to the
United States Military Academy (USMA).Miller
received his nomination from Congressman
Dennis Ross on October 29, 2013 and his
official appointment from USMA on January 1,
2014.“I am very excited to be a part of the West
Point family,” said Miller. “Ever since I attended
the Summer Leadership Experience last year it
is the only place I have seen myself attending
college. I worked really hard to get here and plan
on making the most of this opportunity.” Miller
joked that his biggest challenge would probably Bloomingdale High School senior

. . . Sam Miller received his Letter of
be getting used to the winters in New York. Appointment to the United States

Like other new cadets, Miller will report to West Military Academy in January.
Point on July 2 and will be expected to complete six

weeks of cadet basic training (CBT). Also referred to as "Beast Barracks," CBT is
thought to be the most challenging training that cadets encounter over the course of

their four years at the academy.

The initial military training program provides cadets with basic skills to instill
discipline, pride, cohesion, confidence and a high sense of duty to prepare them
for entry into the Corps of Cadets. Areas of summer instruction included first aid,
mountaineering, hand grenades, rifle marksmanship and nuclear, biological, and
chemical training.

Miller will begin classes August 16. The West Point curriculum offers 45 majors
balancing physical sciences and engineering with humanities and social sciences
leading to a Bachelor of Science degree.

Miller plans to graduate from West Point in 2018 and be commissioned as a second
lieutenant in the U.S. Army.
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By: Dina White

For Bloomingdale pool owners who like to support local businesses Apollo Pools should
appear near the top of the list for maintenance and remodeling services. The company
is co-owned by Bloomingdale residents and brothers John and Paul Pignataro; and,
the Lithia Pinecrest storefront is located less than two miles from the Bloomingdale
community. That’s about as local as it gets!

In business for over 25 years, Apollo Pools has expanded from a two-man operation
offering basic cleaning services, to a company with over fifteen employees capable of
pool repair, resurfacing, and new pool construction to design and build-outs of fire pits,
sidewalks, driveways, and outdoor kitchens. The fact that Apollo Pools is considered
a dominant pool company in Hillsborough County is no shock given John and Paul’s
service-oriented business model—greeting customers when they visit the showroom
and providing close oversight of contractors in the field.

John and Paul eagerly explain the turbidity of information that many pool owners do
not understand or have time to research—phasing out of marcite, nuances between
quartz and pebble finishes and warranties. Apollo also offers the latest technology
in variable-speed pool pumps, using one-eighth the energy and saving up to $40 per
month on electric bills. All that said, both acknowledge the number one factor in a
healthy pool is its chemistry: the water must be properly balanced and maintained
to add life to filters, pumps, and surfaces.

'The Pignataro brothers, pictured here by a remodeled Apollo pool,
pride themselves on attention to detail and swift follow through.

Apollo Pools is located at 3709 Lithia Pinecrest Rd. in Valrico. For more information, visit www.apollopools.net or call 813-689-5197.

GALIN HOMES OF TAMPA BAY, INC.

L0-082vLE

selecting the right builder is an important decision.
For over fifteen years Galin Homes of Tampa Bay has been
helping home owners achieve their dreams.

exceptional customer service are the essential ingredients
necessary to deliver a home of enduring value.

] . Larry@GalinHomesOfTampaBay.com License #
Bloomingdale Resident www.GalinHomesOfTampaBay.com CRC1330305

No Job is too Small!

Whether building a new home or remodeling your existing one,

We believe that unique design, quality materials and

*Home Remodeling

*Additions

*Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

*Custom Flooring

*Garage Conversions

*Mother-in-Law Suites

*Custom Homes (new construction on your lot)

Call for a FREE Estimate Today!
813-695-1598
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'The Bloomingdale Homeowners Association Board of Directors held
the first-ever BHA Board Retreat on Jan.25 at the community office.
The primary goals were to reflect on the previous year’s activities,
focus their priorities for the upcoming year, and strengthen the
board’s cohesiveness. Pictured are BHA board member Joanie Wilson
and Wanda Sloan, Hillsborough County Office of Neighborhood
Relations representative. Sloan gave an overview of homeowner
association fundamentals, and provided guidelines for board functions
and operations. In addition, the board discussed upcoming projects

including cleanup day and a golf charity fundraiser.

By: Miriam Leech

'There are changes in store for shoppers in the Bloomingdale area! Kite Realty has announced the April 2nd
Grand Opening of specialty grocer The Fresh Market in the Lithia Crossing Shopping Center. The grocer is

known for its fresh produce, full-service meat counter, and convenient prepared foods.

Across the street in the Shoppes at Lithia Shopping Center, Publix is undergoing renovation and updating
its store space. According to Brian West, media relations representative for Publix, customers can look for
new showcases to better display their favorite products, fresh paint and new signs, as well as the addition of
olive and soup bars in the deli area. Renovations are expected to be completed in April.

And just down the road, the grand opening of

Wawa at the corner of Lithia-Pinecrest Road With a target opening set for early to mid-July,

and Bloomingdale Avenue is set for early to mid- construction crews have been working diligently at the site

Jllly. The popular convenience market, which of the new Wawa.. T.he c'onvenience store will be I'ocated
Fciall d the T in Feb £ at the corner of Lithia-Pinecrest Road and Bloomingdale

omficially entered the lampa area in Iebruary o Avenue next to the Verizon store.

2013, specializes in signature-brand fresh-brewed

coftee, fresh soups and custom sandwiches, and ready-to-go salads. According to Lori Bruce,

Wawa public relations representative, the stores have been warmly received in this area.

With construction at all three locations moving quickly, Bloomingdale area residents will have

plenty of specialty choices to put on their shopping lists!

The new Fresh Market fagade gets some finishing touches. The specialty grocery store plans to
celebrate its Grand Opening on April 2 in the Lithia Crossing Shopping Center.

Take Charge of Your Future.

Create and implement a strategy designed to help
you achieve your long-term financial goals.

Do something positive for yourself. Call today for a no-
cost, no-obligation portfolio review. Together, we can
create a strategy that's right for you based on your current
situation, objectives and risk tolerance.

Melissa L. Haskins
Financial Advisor j y
3616 Erindale Drive, Valrico, FL 33596 Edward Jones
Office 813-681-1027 MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
melissa.haskins@edwardjones.com
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Phone Bill Crammers

Energy Billing Statements

Graco Child Seat Recall

Fake Funeral Notice
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By: Kayla Hayes

On Tuesday, Feb. 4, the Hillsborough County Department of Public Works held a public
meeting in the Bloomingdale High School Auditorium to hear the community’s input on
upcoming traffic improvements in the greater Brandon area. County workers and a facilitator
trom Gainesville, FL listened to more than thirty residents contribute comments and questions
on upcoming traffic issues and improvements during the 90 minutes allotted for comment.
Most of the queries went unanswered with the county promising written responses later.

'The primary question community members wanted answered was where and how the $564,000
owed for traffic improvements from Red Cast LLC (the developer on the “Big Box” project)
would be mandated; it was for this reason that the county called the meeting. The Board of
County Commissioners had determined in December 2013, that allocation of funds would
not take place before giving the community a chance to provide public feedback on where the
monies should be spent. The February meeting did little to reassure residents that the funds
will be directed to the area immediately affected by the Big Box project.

Large maps in the lobby outside of the auditorium at Bloomingdale High School showed
the locations of projects that will take place this year (including the widening of Bell Shoals
Rd. and improvements on the traffic lights at the Lithia Pinecrest and Lumsden intersection)
and some projects that are on hold, but attendees were concerned that no improvements were
listed for the Bloomingdale and Lithia Pinecrest intersection. With Lithia Pinecrest rated a
“Failed” road according to Hillsborough County standards, and Bloomingdale Ave. very close
to the same, it seems clear to many residents that improvements should be made to this area.

The Countyscheduled a follow-up meeting with a smaller group of community representatives
on Feb. 27. The meeting’s objectives included establishing the community’s expectations for
the use of the available funds and determining next steps.

At the same time that the county is deciding where to allocate these funds from Red Cast,
they are dealing with a lawsuit filed by CAN-DO, the community organization against
the Big Box development. According to an January update from CAN-DO, on Jan. 6
Hillsborough County filed a motion to dismiss the lawsuit, and on Jan.10 the developer
filed a motion to join the county’s motion to dismiss. The lawyer representing CAN-DO’s
case expected this and began working with the county to set a hearing date.

“The case is going before a judge in March for review. At that time the judge will
make a decision as to whether the case should move forward,” commented Rodney

Biddle, CAN-DO member.

Residents line up to express concern over many issues with upcoming
transportation projects, including how long the projects will take and whether
they will be finished in a timely manner. Residents also shared concerns in the

Feb. 4 meeting about traffic issues related to the “Big Box” project, including
how EMS vehicles will handle increased traffic, what the county is doing to
ensure child and pedestrian safety and more.

“This is an event we are looking forward to as it has a good chance of
negating the county’s claims that they did nothing wrong, and would
show the community that our position is a good one. If, on the other
hand, the judge decides our case is not valid, we would be forced
to take a step back and re-evaluate our position. This could involve
a new strategy, or even deciding not to move further. However, we
are confident that our case merits will be validated and that we will
move forward,” Biddle continued.

Visit www.hillsboroughcounty.org/countyprojects for a list of active
and upcoming transportation projects. Join CAN-DO’s email list or
support them financially by visiting www.bloomingdalebigbox.com.

The volunteer spirit is alive and well in the Bloomingdale community. Last year, the Bloomingdale Homeowners Association board created a community
volunteer registry, whereby those wanting to give back to the community sign up to be contacted for volunteer opportunities. At over 55 registered

volunteers, the registry is growing, but volunteers are always needed and welcomed.

Volunteer opportunities include:

* Community Cleanup Day: An annual event where residents are provided with free bulk trash drop-off within the
community. This includes furniture, mattresses, and miscellaneous items. This is a one-time Saturday event offering
five community service hours for high school students. Volunteers will help with setup, off-loading vehicles, and site

teardown. This year’s clean-up is April 12.

* Neighbors Helping Neighbors: A new program in which volunteers will be called to assist neighbors in need with
various tasks. Tasks can include property cleanup, mowing, and others as determined by the BHA. Community

service hours will vary.

* Annual Charity Golf Tournament Fundraiser: This upcoming event will require pre- and post-tournament tasks such
as bag stuffing, and site setup and teardown. Between three and eight community service hours will be offered. This

year’s tournament is May 10.

These are just a few ways that volunteers can support their community. If you would like to become a BHA volunteer and make our community a better
place to live, work and call home, contact the BHA office at 813-681-2051 or by email at bloomingdale.homeowners@gmail.com.
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Bushra Pitchford
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By:
INS & OUTSs S
Dancing to the beat of the Village People’s Y-M-C-A,

WHAT EVERY BLOOMINGDALE approximately 100 members and guests helped the Campo
YMCA kick off their annual community support campaign
HOMEOWNER SHOULD KNOW P ek o ol community Support campaig
on Feb. 20 with energy and excitement. On hand to celebrate
ABOUT TRAS H COLLECTION CARTS the kickoff were Rays’ mascot Raymond, the Chick-Fil-A
Cow, and of course, the Y Guy.

This year, the Campo Family and FishHawk YMCAs hope

to raise $237,000. Charitable gifts from donors help provide financial assistance for
children, adults, and families to participate in Y programs. One hundred percent of
funds raised go back into the community to help everyone regardless of age, income,
or background.

Andi Cooke, Operations Executive at the Campo Y, explained that the goal of the
YMCA is to recruit the community to volunteer. “We are a charity, not just a gym,”
said Cooke, “and we want to reach outside of our four walls.” Her words resonate in
the theme of this year’s campaign—The Y. So much more.

Heading up the community campaign is Bloomingdale resident Cheryl Kehrmeyer.
“When I moved here 15 years ago, I chose to live in this location because the Y was
here.” This is the first year Kehrmeyer has chaired the campaign, and this is her fourth
year as a board member at the Campo Y.

Last year, as a result of funds raised during the community campaign, 306 kids learned
life-saving swim safety skills, 193 kids went to summer camp, 1,600 students received
backpacks and school supplies, 8,629 people were able to become more healthy
and confident, 113 cancer survivors and family members participated in Campo’s
Livestrong program, and 400 teens were impacted through youth programming and
leadership opportunities.

Testimonials by individuals who have benefitted from the financial assistance
provided by the YMCA provided an emotional impact on the evening. A particularly
touching story was shared by Betty Gravett who has lost 99 pounds since May of last
year as a result of participating in the water aerobics and strength training programs.
“Coming to the Y has been life-changing for me,” a tearful Gravett shared. She has
also been able to take advantage of the Livestrong Program as a cancer survivor and is
participating in the Diabetes Prevention Class.

There are numerous ways to participate in the community support campaign—become
a community partner in the campaign to raise funds; volunteer time at the Y during
events or outreach programs; join the Youth Development, Healthy Living, or Social
Responsibility committees; or become a Campo Family YMCA Board member.

“We are thrilled at the level of turnout and excitement,” said Cooke at the end of
the evening. If interested in being a part of the Campo Family YMCA community
campaign contact the Y at 813-684-1371.

TRASH CANS & RECYCLING BINS
SHOULD NOT BE READILY VISIBLE Campo Family YMCA
FROM THE STREET, EXCEPT WHEN staff and volunteers Kavita
THEY ARE CURBSIDE BEFORE, DURING, B
AND AFTER COLLECTION HOURS. Cooke celebrate to the beat

of the Village People’s Y-M-
C-A at the kickoff of the

TYPICALLY 12 HOURS BEFORE AND 12 (S the licoifof e
HOU Rs AFTER COLLECTION- campaign on Feb. 20. Funds

raised provide financial
assistance for all ages to
participate in Y programs.
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By: Miriam Leech

“Everyone has a mind for math,” says Becky McDaniels, and she would know. As
the owner and director of Mathnesium learning center she helps students of all
ages unlock that part of their brain to solve simple to complex math problems.

Located in Plaza Bella, Mathnesium opened on October 28 and currently has 53
students enrolled. McDaniels has been a teacher for 13 years in public, private, and
charter schools. As she continually saw students struggle in math, her family and
friends encouraged her to open her own Mathnesium franchise.

The Mathnesium Method was developed over 35 years ago by Larry Martinek,
who was inspired to find a better way to teach math to his students. The
method relies on identifying students’ current skill levels and then teaching
them in a way that makes sense to them. It incorporates mental, visual,
verbal, tactile, and written exercises. There are now 431 locations worldwide,
and Mathnesium is celebrating its 10th anniversary this year.

There are currently 10 instructors
including  McDaniels  at  the
Brandon Mathnesium. “We are the
students’ biggest cheerleaders,” says
McDaniels. What the instructors
all have in common is a love for
math. Helping make up the team
are a retired engineer, a math tutor,
two high school seniors, and two
college sophomores—Baylor Kull
and Dalian Leigh are both 2012
graduates of Bloomingdale High
School and students at USF.

Cimino Elementary 1st grader Sofia
Mayorga learns to play chess with the
assistance of instructor Emily Everett
at a recent Mathnesium Club Radical
event, where students got to dress in
costume as a chess piece and enjoy
snacks and playtime with their friends.

New students undergo an oral assessment and a written assessment, and parents
are interviewed about how their child performs in math. McDaniels explained
that much can be learned by how a student solves a question like “What is
99 + 99 + 99?” or answers the question “What was your best year in school?”
From the three-pronged assessment, the team of instructors determine what
techniques will work best for a particular student.

The Mathnesium instructors ensure that their students are challenged and
motivated. Students are issued punch cards that mark each time they achieve a
goal. Cards can then be traded in for prizes. The best moments for McDaniels and
her instructors come when a student is excited to share the improved math grade
on their report card.

'The tutoring center also offers Club Radical
on select Friday evenings, a combination of
parents’ night out and a fun-themed game
night for students. On a recent club night,
students got to dress in costume as chess
pieces while enjoying the opportunity to
learn that game of strategy.

“Good mathematicians know where to look
for tools or strategies to help them answer
math problems. That is what we try to provide
our students,” says McDaniels. Mathnesium
is located at 1048 Bloomingdale Avenue. For
more information call 813-655-6284 or visit:

www.mathnesium.com/brandon.

Becky McDaniels, owner and director of
Mathnesium, dressed as the Red Queen for
a recent chess-themed night of snacks and
games that gave the students a chance to
have fun and learn a new skill while parents
enjoyed an evening off.

ANNUAL BHA COMMUNITY CLEANUP SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 12

'The Bloomingdale Homeowners Association will be hosting its annual Community
Cleanup Day on April 12,9 a.m.— 1 p.m. (or until trash bins are full). The collection
site is on Natures Way at the Hillsborough County Parks Maintenance Facility
near Alafia Elementary School.

With a grant from the Hillsborough County Board of Commissioners and volunteer
support from the BHA board, high school students, and residents, Cleanup Day
provides residents with an opportunity to skip the drive to the county landfill, and
discard their unwanted items at a location inside our community. Drop oft and
disposal services are free, which according to many residents is the best part.

Accepted items include:

*  Refrigerators, ovens, water heaters

e Steel and other metals

*  Furniture (such as couches, chairs, tables and mattresses)

*  Construction debris (such as concrete, bricks, glass and roofing
materials), and tires.

New this year, the BHA has contacted a recycling firm that will accept computers,
both tower and laptop, keyboards, cell phones, flat screen monitors, UPS battery
back-ups and more.

Some items cannot be accepted:

*  No televisions, microwaves, computers or radios

* No yard waste

* No hazardous materials including paint, batteries, propane tanks,
household chemicals and waste from commercials activities

Hillsborough County residents can dispose of hazardous materials for free on the
second Saturday of each month, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m., at the South County Collection
Site, 13000 US 41, north of Big Bend Road, phone: 813-671-7611.

Volunteers are needed to help unload cars and direct traffic. High school students
earn community service hour credits for Florida Bright Futures Scholarships for
helping with this project. For information, contact the BHA at 813-681-2051 or
by email at bloomingdale.homeowners@gmail.com.
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Living out in the Tampa suburbs, it is easy to consider that the finest dining in the area must only be available in Hyde Park, Ybor
City or (gasp) Carrollwood. I mean, seriously, who has the time to travel so far afield for simple dining. But fear not fellow
Bloomingdale residents, for a plethora of excellent dining options exist right outside our front doors. In the coming months I
look forward to introducing you to many of the fine restaurants in and around our community.

Restaurant Review March 2014
Name: Mai Thai

Cuisine:  Thai and Asian

Location: Bloomingdale Square, 875 E. Bloomingdale Avenue
Phone: (813) 681-4470

Tucked into a corner of Bloomingdale Square, Mai Thai is family owned and serves authentic Thai cuisine.
Though small in size (the dining room has about a dozen tables), the wait staff is fast and friendly and on any
given evening the take-out service is hopping. The menu is comprised of standard Thai fare and has enough variety
to appease anyone who enjoys the cuisine. It is very easy to discuss options with the staft and they understand the
nuances of spicy versus not too spicy. I must admit that I am a semi-regular customer as this is a ‘go-to’ place when
my spouse and I don't feel like cooking at home. I am a fan of the noodle options and find the Pad Thai and Pad Pa
Mee to be especially good. My partner tends towards the rice options and greatly enjoys the Pineapple or Basil Fried Rice.
Other yummy options include the Yum Nua (Beef Salad) and Panang Curry. The drink menu is rather limited, but as long
as they have Singha beer and Thai Iced Tea I'll not complain.

Open Monday thru Saturday, the overall atmosphere is semi-casual dining and family friendly (there is NO separate kids menu) and good for a date night.
'The prices are very reasonable and the portions of such a good size that you feel you are getting an honest meal at an honest price. If I have one complaint, it
is that they serve your order when it is ready and do not hold meals back to serve a whole table at once. This means that sometimes you find yourself diving
in while your dining partner’s order has not yet appeared. But, given the nature of sharing in Asian cuisine, this usually is not a problem.

By: Dina White

Paint. Drink. Have fun! A new upscale studio recently opened in Brandon where friends, family, and strangers
can get together and do just that. At the end of a two- or three-hour class at Pinot’s Palette, clients leave with
a smile and a delightful canvas painting, stylish enough to grace their home’s interior!

Pinot’s Palette offers a library of over 500 paintings, from which customers may pick online when scheduling
a festive night out. There are a multitude of themes suitable for all ages, groups, and genres.

With a brand new studio rich in bold color and chic details, co-owners Beverly and Dennis Walker, and
Jennifer and Jeff Crum, have created an inspirational, trendy feel with an open loft ceiling, wood floors, warm
lighting, and surround sound. The bar area features a wide selection of beer and wine.

'The main studio can seat up to 36 aspiring painters looking to tap into their creativity and find their fun
zone. Additionally, Pinot’s Palette offers private studio space, known as the Gasparilla room. This room can
be especially reserved for parties and comes complete with a Gasparilla-themed wall mural, designed and
painted by instructors-in-training. Pinot’s Palette can accommodate bridal, bachelorette, girls-night-out,
children’s parties, and team building or corporate groups with counter space and supplies for those wishing
to bring additional food or drink items. Any occasion can be customized by calling the studio direct, which
has a minimum of five professional art instructors capable of guiding various groups and themes.

Prices start at $35 per person per session, all supplies included. Students are asked to bring an open mind
and willingness to paint, drink, and have fun!! (Drinking is optional, of course, and water is provided at no
charge.) For information, please visit their website at www.pinotspalette.com/Brandon.

The Gasparilla Room wall mural was designed by Pinot’s Pallet instructors-in-training.
It took less than 24 hours from concept and design to mural.
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By: Dina White

Hello Bloomingdale Market watchers. As you may recall from last month,
this is Bloomingdale’s peak season for real estate. Topping off the surge,
Hillsborough and surrounding counties will become home to numerous new
employees in 2014. Dozens of companies, including Amazon and the new
St. Joseph’s Hospital, will be bringing an estimated 3,000 jobs to the area.
This positive influx of new residents may result in a spike in demand for
Bloomingdale’s top-rated schools, central location, and pride of ownership.
If youre not interested in selling at this time, please keep an eye on the

Bloomingdale real estate market over the next several months.

'Those thinking of selling have reason to be optimistic! On average, Bloomingdale
saw a 10.91% increase in purchase prices between the months of January and

July for both 2012 and 2013, and over the last two months we have experienced

The new St. Joseph’s Hospital-South is scheduled to be completed in 2015.

a 6.37% increase in price per square foot! The statistics® are
promising and exciting, but also dependent on interest rates, local employment, and our overall grassroots effort. Until next month, please
stay informed and involved as Bloomingdale can’t be Bloomingdale without you!

*Statistics encompass all of Bloomingdale and were compiled from the

Multiple Listing Service (MLS) using closed sales between January 01,2012

Dina Whi

Mo ¢ and December 31, 2013, and December 16, 2013 thru February 15, 2014.
s;zi%ﬁga%up Special condition sales not included and data does not include For Sale by
1725 Highway 60 East

Valrico, FL. 33596
813.509.7780

dmwh@smnion | or price range, please contact me directly.

Owners. For a comprehensive breakdown by neighborhood, square footage,

SAVE BIG IN EVERY DEPARTMENT

Choose from new stock, displays & floor models, closeouts, one-of-a-kind and more!
| SAVEIBIG

Take advantage of huge savings on every spa and hot
tub in stock! Choose from Tampa Bay’s largest selection —
over 20 on display and 40 in our warehouse! We carry 7 of
America’s top brands! This week while supplies last, buy
any stock spa and receive a special $1000 bonus package!

JUST
EatsgPEpleR-éﬂgegEfﬁﬁnlto $1 ,999

+ Plus & Play Design—no special wiring needed

FINANCING AVAILABLE!

HUGE SAVINGS ON POOLS!

COMPLETE PACKAGE | HEAT PUMP | BBQ GRILLS!

POOL HEATER

« Heat your pool SAVE
for pennies
2 BIG!

« Super efficient

+ Filter & Pump « Ladder Entrance

« Startup Chemicals & Accessories
Get our lowest prices of the season on the
above ground pool of your dreams! We've
got a pool for every backyard and budget!

mowsr’ 1,099/ [72r$2,495 | s *999

RECREATIONAL . POOLor SPA SHOCK
POOS, SPAS & MORE Vo omt 106 é’ 0 o% pir I?acg
509 W. BRANDON BLVD., BRANDON Sunday 12-5 1 W/ COUPON -2 LIMIT

(813) 324-8824 « recpoolsspasandmore.com

Sale is limited to stock on hand at time of purchase. Financing with approved credit. See store for complete details.

112701-01

LOOK WHAT THEY RE
SAYING ABOUT MAZDA

74 M A ZD A 3 Top 10 Best Cars

5-YEAR Cost to
Own Award

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

MotorWeek Drivers’

2014 Car of the Year
Choice Best Small Car

Award

2014 Residual Value
Award

Most Fuel
Efficient

STK # E7737388
MSRP........

SAVINGS...... 145200 FOR y
MILITARY APPRECIATION .... $500.00" OR LEASE S
PER
759,

CASH OR TRADE EQUITY ..$2.500.00
WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR REBATES ™

MINUTES FROM
EVERYWHERE

EXIT 28 ON I-4 FOR 1 MILE
25 MINUTES FROM BRANDON
12 MINUTES FROM PLANT CITY
20 MINUTES FROM WINTER HAVEN
15 MINUTES FROM BARTOW

Sales Hours:
Mon - Thurs 9am - 8pm
Fri - Sat 9am - 6pm Sun 12pm - 6pm

OUR GOAL IS TO BEAT ANY
DEALERS PRICE OR TRADE
ALLOWANCE ON ANY
COMPARABLE NEW OR USED
VEHICLE BY

S [+)
MATTER
WHAT? CALL TOLL-FREE:

1250 west memorias auvo, Lakeean, . 3705 1 =855 BUY MAZDA
EDMORSEMAZDALAKELAND.COM 289 6 293

ALL PRICES ARE PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE & DEALER FEES WITH APPROVED CREDIT, **36 MONTH LEASE WITH $2,500 CASH OR TRADE EQUITY DUE AT SIGNING
PLUS TAX, TAG & DEALER FEE. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED. 12K MILES PER YEAR WITH APPROVED CREDIT. OFFERS END 2/28/14.

103976-01
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By: Joy Boisselle

If you have ever driven by the Natures Way tennis courts, chances are you
have seen Bloomingdale resident and tennis coach, Pedro Camacho hard
at work coaching aspiring tennis players. He is difficult to miss with his
trademark ball cap perched on his lanky frame, racquet in hand, and hopper
tull of tennis balls.

A Peruvian native, Camacho honed his tennis skills as a youth on the
country’s red clay courts. “I started playing tennis late at age 13, but
quickly realized how much I enjoyed the sport,” he says. “And I was good
at it.” By the time he turned 18, he was ranked among the top 5 juniors in
the 18 and under category in Peru, and had been recruited to play tennis
in the United States at a small, Midwestern university where he received

a 2-year scholarship.

After college, Camacho came to Florida, settling in the Miami area. As a
single man, he continued to play tennis competitively and recreationally,
and he worked teaching tennis in local parks with the city’s Parks and
Recreation Department. After getting married, however, family priorities
won out over the uncertainty of life as a tennis player. For the next 25 years,
Camacho directed his energy towards a successful real estate career until his
retirement in 2011. Tennis, while on the back burner, was never far from his
mind, and he continued to play recreationally and teach privately.

Following retirement, family priorities, again, became the driving force
behind his latest move from Miami to the Bloomingdale community in late
2011. Miami’s loss is the Bloomingdale community’s gain as Camacho is
again pursuing his first love, tennis, through competing locally and on the
national stage, and by coaching tennis throughout the Brandon-Valrico area.

Camacho began playing competitively again in 2012; and he now plays in
the Adult 55 and over group. Currently, he is ranked 14th in Florida, and
41st nationally. Playing competitively may be his first passion, but coaching
and teaching tennis are not far behind.

Bloomingdale resident and Bloomingdale High School tennis player,
Chrystee Brinegar, has been improving her game with Camacho’s help
for the last few months. “Pedro has really helped me with my ground
strokes, serve, and maybe more importantly, my mental game”, she says,
adding, “I really like that he stays on top of the things I need to correct
without stressing me out.”

Corey Karlen, long-time player, and one of Camacho’s first students, echoed
Brinegar’s comments. “Pedro has helped my confidence where I feel I am
really in the point, I am playing better than ever, and I have a renewed love
of the game.”

Perhaps the best compliment a student can offer a coach in terms of their
impact is one shared by Brinegar. “Pedro is now in my head when I play. I
can hear him saying, ‘slow down, fix that’and it helps me to stay focused.”

Pedro Camacho, tennis coach and Bloomingdale resident, stretches to return the ball
with an “on the run” forehand at Bloomingdale East Park off Natures Way.

Interested in learning to play tennis
or improve your game? Contact Pedro
Camacho at 813-707-3227, or by email
at pedrocamacho10@gmail.com.

The Bloomingdale Homeowners Association is pleased to announce its Annual Charity Golf Tournament at the Bloomingdale Golfers Club on
Saturday, May 10! This year’s charity has been identified as K9s For Warriors, which transforms rescued shelter dogs into service canines for veterans

suffering from post-traumatic stress.

As one of the most established and unified communities in the area, this event will be open to all golfers, near and far, for a day of fun and prizes, with team
of four prices starting at $300. We are also inviting area businesses to participate in sponsorship eftorts and gain exposure to the 5000+ homeowners in the
Bloomingdale Community. Volunteers will be needed throughout the day. More information will follow, so stay tuned!

If you know of a Bloomingdale-based veteran that could benefit from a service canine, we want to hear his or her story. Please contact the BHA at
bloomingdale.homeowners@gmail.com or attend the next meeting on April 8 at 6:30 p.m. in the Bloomingdale Taxing District office, behind Citgo on

Bell Shoals Rd. We look forward to hearing your thoughts and ideas!
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By:]J.D. Carino (Bloomingdale CC campus)

USING THE RAILROAD TRACK ANALOGY TO AIM CORRECTLY

When your golf buddy says “aim for
the target,” most of us aim our body to
the target. Great for bowling, pool and
shooting guns. Not so great for golf.

In bowling, pool and shooting guns, our
body is aligned behind the target. In golf
our body is aligned alongside the target (golf ball is a few feet in front of you).

As a result, if you align your body to the target (incorrect), with a good swing the ball will go
right of where you aimed.

The outside track (red) in which the ball travels on is the target line. The inside track (yellow)
is the body/stance line; which consists of feet, knees, hips and shoulders all square and parallel
(railroad tracks) to the target line.

When aimed correctly, your left shoulder (and body) will be aligned left of target. The next time
your buddy says you’re aiming wrong; tell him/her about the railroad tracks and how this train
is staying on for 18 holes.

Next month: Not holding the putter like all the other clubs in your bag.

Any questions please call me: (813) 957-3205

¢ Rugs
¢ Lamps |
¢ Mirrors |

® Art
¢ Furniture
¢ Pillows

Salt

Is a natural,

drug-free
therapy

* Relaxation
¢ Anti-inflamation
¢ Anti-bacterial

® Gifts Design

Coming Soon! Our new
location in Plaza Bella

with more services, such as
Infrared Sauna & Massage

Follow us online and on Facebook to
learn more about Halotherapy... just breathe!

www.TheSaltGrotto.com
4329 Lynx Paw Trail

Relieves
symptoms of

e Sinusitis

* Allergies

* Bronchitis

* Congestion & Cough

100% Soy, hand-poured;
made in Tampa, FL

Specializing in Window Treatments, Shutters/Blinds,

“Our Design Service is Always Complimentary”

813-505-9498
13210 Boyette Rd  Riverview
Inside Lena Maxey
Hours: Mon 10 - 3pm, Tues thru Fri 10-6, Sat 10-4,

Afterhours & Sunday by Ap'pointment e Asthma Val rico,FI 33596
www.CharlasInteriors.com D | 813-324-8946
info@TheSaltGrotto.com
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D~
m SCHOOL NEWS

MARCH 10-14 SPRING BREAK Events listed may be subject to change. Check with your

school to confirm dates and times prior to attending.

BLOOMINGDALE HIGH SCHOOL

March 6 Orchestra Post-MPA Concert, 7 p.m. BLOOMINGDALE HIGH SCHOOL
March 7 Scholarship Workshop, 10 a.m.—1:14 p.m. Contact Guidance Office for details. RAJUN’ BULL BAND
March 22 BSHS Band Casino Night fundraiser, 7-11 p.m. CASINO NIGHT
March 25 Chorus Pre-MPA Concert, 7 p.m. MARCH 22, 2014, 7-11 PM.
$40 PER PERSON
March 29-30  Relay for Life (See Gazette story this issue for details.) THE LOFT EVENT LOUNGE
711 W. LUMSDEN RD.
BURNS MIDDLE BRANDON

March 6 Conference night, 5-9 p.m.
March 20 Burns and Barrington Orchestras Pre-IMPA, 6:30-7:30 p.m. at BSHS
March 25 Spring Chorus Concert, 7-8 p.m. at BSHS

ALAFIA ELEMENTARY

March 1 Spring Fling, 2-6 p.m. Featuring bounce houses, food trucks, small business vendors, a
cake walk, Scholastic Book Fair, and Art Monkey ceramics painting. Open to the community.

CIMINO ELEMENTARY

March 18 General Assembly and Family Fit Night. Join Coach Macko and the PTA for a general assembly
with family friendly activities and games, 6-8 p.m. in the Media Center.

March 21 All Pro Dads Breakfast in the multi-purpose room at 7a.m.
March 27 Chipotle Spirit Night, 5-8 p.m. Chipotle will be donating 50% of their proceeds for INFORMATION:

. RAJUNBULLFUNDRAISING@GMAIL.COM
all Cimino purchases.

SUNSHINE STATE SPIRIT SHOWDOWN CIMINO SPIRIT NIGHT

Fan voting is underway for the Sunshine State Spirit March 27
Showdown. Bloomingdale's TV Production class, under Chipotle
the guidance of Mr. Anteau, submitted a video to the 829 E Bloomingdale Ave, Brandon

FHASAA showing our school spirit. That video has been
selected as one of the 16 finalist of the Sunshine State

There is no time limit on when purchases can be made.
Spirit Showdown.

Parents are encouraged to let co-workers and friends

P1 te for Bloominedale's video! know that purchases made during lunch, or any time
ease vote for Bloomingdale's video!
e during the day of our event will support Cimino as long

You can vote until Thursday, March 6 as they mention us to their server. Cimino staff members
’ .

will be on site 5-8 p.m. The student’s name and teacher’s

Link to view Bloomingdale's video: name should be written on the receipt or the flyer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8KVk0fJv8oE provided because the class with the most representation
will receive a prize. Some locations require the flyer in
Link to vote: order for Cimino to receive a percentage of the sale.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FLSQuad Thanks so much for your support!
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| RELAVFORLFEcowmwomomcovew

Themed laps will take place all night and with closing ceremonies at 6 a.m. on March 30.

Co-committee Chair Sarah Walker has personal reasons for wanting to chair this year’s event. She has very

close family members who
are cancer survivors—both of
her great grandparents, father
and two very close friends
have all been affected by this
disease. She stated that their
strength and endurance is
something that she is very
thankful for and the reason
she wants to give back.

Funds raised through Relay for Life go to the American Cancer
Society. The donations are used to fund cancer research, meet the
needs of those currently fighting the disease and assist those who are
in the recovery stages.

'This is a great time for students to earn volunteer hours and for anyone
in the community to help out with a great cause. To learn more or to
donate to the Relay for Life event please visit www.relayforlife.org.

J \

Compassionate

Dementia Care
in a 4. Atmosphere!

What Family Members Say about
Alzheimer's Care at Superior Residences

Sisters Terrie and Dawn knew their mother
needed the assistance with daily living that they
could not provide her. After researching various
Alzheimer’s communities, they visited Superior
Residences of Brandon and found it to be the
perfecthome for mom.

Dawn stated, “The fact that all the staff at
Superior understands Alzheimer’s makes us
comfortable. And Mom has felt safe and
comfortable since the day she got there.” Terrie
agreed by emphasizing, “They’re wonderful
caregivers. It’s a special gift they have and we’re
fortunate they’re here. They know our mother
and theylove her.”

SUPERIOR
RESIDENCES

Find out first hand why our community is
aptly named Superior Residences and may be

O f B randon the better choice for your loved one. Call today
MEMORY CARE for your personal tour.
Assisted Living #AL9739

ASK ABOUT OUR “DAY STAY” SERVICES!

1819 Providence Ridge Blvd., Brandon, FL 33511 « (813) 657-8587

\ 112192-01

\ Live the Moment...Love the Moment™
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PROTECTION YOU CAN COUNT ON.
Magruder

Insurance

Ry

Since 19869

AUTO » HOME » BOAT

» FLOOD « MOTORCYCLE

Representing 8 auto insurance companies, we
take the hassle out of shopping for auto insurance!
Just one call to us and we will shap it for you.

Brandon Chamber’s Small
Business of the Year 2003

Patricia Magruder and Stephanie Van Slyck

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY!
813-654-3100 « www.MagruderAgency.com
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By: Deidre Morgan

Families and coaches gathered in the Bloomingdale High Media Center on Feb. 5 (National Signing Day) to witness and celebrate the 2014 athletic
signings of three student-athletes: Andrew LeBlanc - UNF (Track), Sydney Ross - University of Tampa (Women's Soccer) and Ryan Kelley - Lake Sumter
CC (Baseball). National Signing Day takes place the first Wednesday in February and ceremoniously kicks off the two-month signing period for high
school senior athletes in several sports: Football, Baseball, Field Hockey, Soccer, Track and Field, Cross Country and Men's Water Polo. While signing does
not guarantee a spot on the team or playing time, it is celebrated as the next phase of life as a college student-athlete. Bloomingdale High congratulates its
class of 2014 athletes on their special accomplishment.

Helping to celebrate with Ryan Kelley are his parents, Dean and Heidj, sister Jessica and other
family members. Ryan Kelley signed to play baseball at Lake Sumter Community College.

Andrew LeBlanc signed his Letter
of Intent to run track for the
University of North Florida with
his parents, Laurie and Kevin and
brother Matthew by his side.

Sydney Ross will play soccer
for the University of Tampa.
Pictured are Sydney’s dad Jack
Ross, mom and stepdad, Susie
and Alan Berrios, brother
Chris and many other family
members and friends.
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Don't let the opportunity for $2,000 in college scholarship money slip through your fingers.

Applications for the BHA Bloomingdale Community Scholarship are available now at the Bloomingdale High School Guidance Office, the BHA
office, and via email at bloomingdale.homeowners@gmail.
com. The deadline is April 1, and completed applications
can be mailed or dropped off in person to the BHA office at

3509 Bell Shoals Rd, Valrico, FL, 33596.

Applicants must be residents of the Bloomingdale
community, and the applicant’s parent/guardian must
be a current member of the Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association. In addition, the applicant must have at least a
weighted 3.0 grade point average at the time of scholarship
disbursement, and must be accepted at a two- or four-year
accredited college or university. The application selection
criteria includes: community service, extra-curricular
activities, essay, academics and letter of reference. Applicants
will be judged solely on merit, not financial need.

For more information, call 813-681-2051, or email
bloomingdale.homeowners@gmail.com.

114928-01
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“Impossible is nothing—always be motivated; nothing is handed to you. If you want something you have to work for it!” BSHS goalie Sydney Ross adopted
this mantra from Coach Heather Iverson, Bloomingdale High School’s head women’s soccer coach. Ross lives by the mantra will realize her dream of playing
college soccer when she enters the University of Tampa this coming fall with a soccer scholarship in hand! Her achievement is especially remarkable because
it demanded a strong counterattack to both a learning disability and ADHD, while coping with the struggles of growing up in a single-parent home.

“Playing college soccer has been a goal of mine since I was 14 years old,” explained Ross. “But academics were first, and if they came together...well you
know, it’s even better!” Academics didn't start coming together for Ross until fourth grade. After transferring from a private school to a public school in
Bradenton, a teacher noticed that something wasn’t clicking with her. Mom Suzi Berrios had her tested and Ross was diagnosed with a learning disability.
Berrios explained, “We would have never known if it weren't for this teacher being on the ball. At the private school she was getting As and Bs!” So, Berrios,
Ross and the school worked to get an Individualized Education Program (IEP) in place for her, which allowed for accommodations to aide Ross in the
learning process. However, it was a little too late and she had to be held back.

Sydney transferred to BSHS in the 10th grade, but was deemed ineligible to play soccer because of the FHSAA rules. But she came out covering the goal
with super like powers as a junior.

Despite her daughter’s success with soccer and moderate academic gains, Berrios noticed something still wasn't quite right. Soon after, Sydney was diagnosed

with ADHD, and was put on medicine. This, along with the IEP enabled Sydney to improve both her grades and her game.

As a junior, with veteran defenders, Brittany and Amber Coca, Bri Berrios, and Nichole Malozzi playing in front of her, Sydney saw only 8 shots on goal
and gave up only 0.4 goals per game. This year with a new defensive line in front of her Sydney saw 15 shots on goal per game, gave up 1.2 goals, and had
130 saves (10 per game). She was named to the All-Conference team, All-County team, and was the only keeper chosen to represent Hillsborough County
in the Senior Soccer Challenge on March 7, at Countryside High School.

Ever since seeing the University of Tampa Sydney knew she wanted to go there, even though her mother made her go and look at other colleges whenever
they travelled to soccer tournaments. “She would always find something wrong with [other colleges],” laughed her mother.

To be accepted into the University of Tampa, Sydney had to retake some courses online; however, she kept thinking, “Impossible is nothing, always be
motivated, nothing is handed to you.”

Goalie Sidney Ross stops a score. Ross plans to major in communications/
sports marketing at the University of Tampa. With the school’s mandatory
three-hour study halls and classroom accommodations Ross has a good
Great coaching on the part of Allan Berrios (club coach) and Heather Iverson (BSHS coach) gave Ross the chance of earning the spot of starting keeper for the Spartans. “I like to
confidence to take her skills and work ethic to the next level—college soccer. Pictured: Coach Iverson and Ross. earn what I get,” communicated Sydney, “I know it’s not impossible.”
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Bloomingdale High School’s National Honor Society held a Capture the Flag Tournament Saturday, Feb. 1 to raise money for the Wounded Warrior
Project (WWP). Final standings:

* 1st place team — Can’t Touch This
* 2nd place team — Red Lightning

* Team Spirit Award - Team America won the spirit medals for their great uniforms and good sportsmanship.

'The February event did not raise as much money as students had hoped, but at the end of the day, all of the teams had a great time, and the event promoted
awareness for the well being of our nations veterans. The National Honor Society is
planning on hosting another event at the Ice Sports Forum in March to raise more
money for the Wounded Warrior Project, if you would like to support them, or
attend, please contact Bloomingdale

High School or keep checking the
Bloomingdale High school website.

Abby Wingfield (L)
Tournament and Troy Johnson (R)
Champions - attempt a takeaway
Can’t Touch This. from Matthew Butler.
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20 Years In Bloomingdale Lconse #PA 2653
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Make Your Financial Future a Priority. Sto rl e s .

Take advantage of our complimentary financial
review at least once a year.

114226-01

We will discuss the different strategies available to People in your community create amazing stories
ﬁ?ﬁ%gﬁfgﬁ;ﬁes in line with both your short- every day, and the Tampa Bay Times tells them like
To schedule your complimentary financial review, no one else. Turn to the Times in print or online.
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Financial Advisor
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