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“If you want to get rid of stuff, you can always do a good spring cleaning. Or you can do what I do. Move”. Ellen DeGeneres
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Top Producers 2002-2018
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FishHawk

Custom-built 4 bed/3 bath pool home, Stunning 4 bed/4.5 bath pool/spa home on Charming and updated 4 bed, 2.5 bath w/ Gorgeous Cardel-built 4 bed/2 bath/2-car
conservation views, gated, walking distance cul-de-sac with wood views in gated Dunlin private screened pool. Close to the park, garage home with conservation views, new
to schools and amenities, on .34 acres! Woods. Open floorplan, upstairs bonus room, immaculate and move-in ready. $344,900 carpet, new paint, stainless steel appl., split
$459,000 MOVE-IN READY! $689,000 bedroom floor plan. $299,900

South Fork Lakes Valrico Short Sale m Lithia Ridge

New construction in Riverview, M/| Home 6 bed, 4.5 bath pool home on 2.2 acres —zoned ~ Gorgeous Suarez-built home with 2,904 square  All new kitchen and baths! This home has a pool

Contact us today to learn how we can helpyou  ASC-1, fixer-upper, can be subdivided, great feet that includes 4/3/3 plus bonus room all on & spa with over 2,700 square feet with 4/3/3

save money when buying a new home. commercial potential, or single family with land ~ On€ floor. Upgraded countertops, large screened  sitting on 1/4 acre (mol). Huge private fenced
close in town; bank approved. $359,000 lanai, fenced backyard. Walk to Park Square & backyard. Call today!

Aquatic Center. Call today for more details or for
a private tour.

New Construction « Resales « Vacant Land - Investment - Bank-Owned Properties - We work with Buyers and Sellers

The strength of tearmonk... The reputation of nesulls. www.yourtampateam.com
2
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Ted & MaryAnn Anderson

Photo: Wendy Knipp

2302 Longmore Court, Valrico (Somerset)

Yard of the Month is sponsored by Ace
Hardware of Bloomingdale. Send your Yard
of the Month nominations to:
InBloomingdaleNews@gmail.com or call
(813) 681-2051

Winners will receive a $25 gift card
redeemable at Ace Hardware of Bloomingdale

ACE

The helpful place.

Watch the Race LIVE on
two 25-ft Screens with
Open Bar * Red Carpet
Shoot ¢ Dancing Silent

Auction ¢ Raffles « Contests
Great Food from Local
Restaurants... and more!

For mo'ee. info and to purctade
www.TheOutreachClinic.com

THE BRANDON OUTREACH CLINIC (DBA THE OUTREACH CLINIC) IS A501(C) 3
CHARITY AS DESIGNATED BY THE IRS- EIN 59-29-17499.
THE CLINIC IS A REGISTERED CHARITY WITH THE STATE OF FLORIDA.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE
DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE 1-800-435-7352
WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT OR
APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION # CH7758.

For Sponsorship and other info, contact 813-654-1388 or director@theoutreachclinic.com

758615-1
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New Board Members Wanted, Two Seats Available
Do you care about our Bloomingdale Community, and want to take an active role in its future? Then, the Bloomingdale Homeowners Association (BHA) wants you to
become part of “Team Bloomingdale.” Meetings are on the second Tuesday of each month at the Bloomingdale Community Office at 6:30 p.m.

Not sure you have the time? The BHA encourages all interested residents to attend a few board meetings to see if joining the Board is a good “fit” or volunteer on a
committee. The current board members are residents, like you, who have the betterment of the community as their number one goal.

Call 813-681-2051 or email bloomingdale.homeowners@gmail.com.

4¢ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE




ONLINE DOCTOR URGENT CARE EMERGENCY CARE
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% April Community Calendar
PLEASE CHECK THE BHA COMMUNITY CORNER FOR ACTIVITIES
AND EVENTS RIGHT HERE IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

TODAY!

JOIN US FOR THE 8TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL!
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Rain or Shine! / The Village Early Learning
Center, 3741 Canoga Park Drive, Brandon // The Village Family
Foundation and the Village Early Learning

Center invite you to join us in celebration

of community, culture and fun. This is a free

event and all children in attendance will

receive a new book to take home. There is a

stage with live entertainment beginning at

10 a.m. There will be a food truck on campus

for the event. Tour our classrooms and visit

displays outside, which are decorated to

represent countries from around the world.

You'll even have a passport- so don't forget

to get it stamped as you travel the globe.

Country displays include history, customs, fun facts, crafts and even food!
Come learn about 28+ countries and cultures! Check us out on Facebook @
villagefamilyfoundation or call 813-651-0779 for information.

Today throughout April 13, Every Saturday, Tuesday and
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Bloomingdale Library, McLean
Community Room / Free Tax Help from AARP Tax-Aide
Foundation // AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is available free to taxpayers with
low and moderate income, with special attention to those 60 and older. Assistance
is provided by the AARP Tax-Aide Foundation on a first-come, first-served
basis in cooperation with the Free Tax Preparation Program of Hillsborough
County. Customers desiring assistance should review this list of recommended
documents to bring to work with tax prep volunteers.

April 17, Breakfast 8 to 11 a.m. and Dinner
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. / Brandon Ladies of Elks,
800 Centennial Lodge Dr., Brandon // Monthly
breakfast and dinner hosted by the Brandon Ladies of Elks!
Served in the main hall of the lodge, Breakfast is $7/person
and Dinner (including dessert) is $8/person. Open to the
public and tickets can be purchased at the door.

April 30,10:30 a.m./ Wake Up, Brother Bear at the Bloomingdale
Regional Public Library, 1906 Bloomindale Ave. // Watch as Brother
and Sister Bear experience a full year of glorious
seasons. See a waterfall melt, meet a butterfly,
chase an elusive fish, and skate on an icy pond.
In this show that is especially for the very young,
children are invited to join the action with a small
bag of props that help create magical moments.
For ages 2-7. Presented by Creative Arts Theatre
Company, the City of Tampa’s professional
theater company for young audiences. Register

through the calendar feature at HCPLC.org.

Free Healthy Kids Day

The Y Wants to Awaken Summer Imagination at Free Healthy Kids Day
Saturday, April 27, the YMCA is holding free community events to inspire
more kids to keep their minds and bodies active at the annual YMCA’s
Healthy Kids Day, the Y’s national initiative to improve health and well-
being for kids and families.

Healthy Kids Day is an opportunity to ignite children’s imaginations so that
they can imagine what they’ll accomplish this summer. The free open house
teatures activities such as summer camp games, poolside fun, music, demos,
free healthy snacks and visual arts to motivate and teach families how to
develop and maintain healthy routines at home throughout the summer
months. Healthy Kids Day is a powerful reminder to focus on helping
children imagine what they can accomplish over the summer.

“When a child is healthy, happy and supported they can make great things
happen,” says Senior Communications Director Lalita Llerena. “We believe
in the potential of all children, and we strive to help kids find that potential
within themselves. A child’s
development is never on
vacation and Healthy Kids
Day is a great opportunity to
educate families and motivate
kids to stay active in spirit,
mind and body throughout the
summer.” Call 813-684-1371

for information!

Master Gardener Library Program

May 1, 6:30-8 p.m. / Master Gardener Plant Clinic: Edible
Flowers / Bloomingdale Library, 1906 Bloomingdale Ave. /
Turn your brown thumb green! Join master gardeners on the
first Wednesday of every month through May 19 // Don't forget
to bring a plant or other gardening item for our fun Plant Swap. We eat with
our eyes. Try something different, plant an edible flower garden. Learn what
types of flowers are edible. Take home some basic recipes that you can use to
start cooking with
flowers. Your hosts
for this class are
Master Gardeners
Richard Seedroff
and Barbara

Glotzback.
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COUNTY
NEWS

3& How to File a Homeowners Complaint
By Joe Harless

According to Ron Spiller, Director of Hillsborough County Code
Enforcement, the BHA established a Neighborhood Standards list
in collaboration with the County Code Department in order to help
maintain properties in non-mandated neighborhoods in the community.

Residents can file a Homeowners complaint through Hillsborough County:

1. Online - https:.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/government/
departments/code

2. Phone - 813-274-6600

3. Mail - Code Enforcement Department, 3629 Queen Palm
Drive Tampa, FL 33619

'The complainant will receive an email acknowledging receipt and the name
of the officer assigned. Within 3 work days, the officer will observe the

violation and take it from there. The case progress can also be tracked online.

Complaints can be anonymously made through county, but it is
important to note that information received regarding code violations
is not be exempt from public record. If the person being complained
against asks who made the complaint, the information must be provided.

'The top reported violations for the Bloomingdale area include overgrowth
(lawns not being cut or trees trimmed), trash, junk, and debris, and inoperable
vehicles. Residents take pride in the community, so if they see something,
they report it. That mindset is one reason that Bloomingdale is as nice as it is.

Residents can still file complaints anonymously through the BHA office:

1. Online- http://bloomingdalehoa.com/contact-us/
2. Phone - 813-681-2051
3. Email — Bloomingdale.homeowners@gmail.com

Squatters were recently removed from a Bloomingdale property after a
Complaint to Code Enforcement about the property conditions.

¥

FLOORING & INTERIORS

Proudly serving Tampa Bay

since 1937.

dd the Warmth and Beauty
of Hardwood Floors to
any room in your home.

Our large selection is of the finest
quality hardwoods available.

Come in and let us help you decide
which is best for your home.

Nobody OFFERS YOU MORE
at AFFORDABLE PRICES!

SOUTH TAMPA - 254-4066
1510 S. MacDill Ave.

CARROLLWOOD -+ 961-1362
14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.

BRANDON -+ 413-8313
1920 W. Brandon Blvd.

www.NAFFCOFloorAndinteriors.com
18 MONTHS SAME AS CASH

NO INTEREST
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THE COMMUNITY’S COMMON AREA CONNECTION
By Miriam Leech, BSTD Staff
. ° (Editor’s Note: The Bloomingdale Special Taxing Districts (BSTD) monthly column will inform readers about the BSTD, its
° : D]_S“CrlCt mission and ongoing and new initiatives. The BSTD meets at 6:30 p.m. on the second Monday of the month at the Bloomingdale
SpeCI al Taxmg Community Office, 3509 Bell Shoals Rd. Questions? Call 813-684-6667 or email bstd@verizon.net, )

4 )

NEW TRUSTEE
The BSTD Board of Trustees welcomed new member Claire Letkiewicz at the regular monthly meeting held on BL@MINGDALE

March 11. Ms. Letkiewicz, and her husband, Ray, has been a resident of Bloomingdale Cove since November

2014. In December 2017, she became a board member and President of the Bloomingdale Cove Homeowners SpEClal Taxmg DlStI'lCt

Association (HOA).
3509 Bell Shoals Road
Ms. Letkiewicz attended BSTD meeting regularly for the past year until becoming a Trustee. She also regularly . .
rico, Flori
attends Bloomingdale HOA and Bloomingdale Area Community Council monthly meetings. The new trustee is a };ai 3)C (6)’8 4 g 66d7a 8?;196
= ce

doer and a team player who wants to help her community. ( )
813) 684-2358 Fax

SPRING FLING BSTD@verizon.net
By Miriam Leech www.bloomingdaletaxingdistrict.org
Hours: 8§ a.m. to 12 p.m.

Spring has arrived in Bloomingdale—new plantings, lots of pollen, and of course, Spring Break for Hillsborough

County schools. With this time of year, the Bloomingdale Special Taxing District (BSTD) has seen increased Tom Leech. President
b

property damage.
Bob Meginnis, Vice President
Sometime between Sunday, March 17, and Monday, March 18, vandals spray painted signs, sidewalk, fencing, Charlie Woodcock, Treasurer
brick walls, and a Frontier utility box at both Oak Crest and Eagle Pointe neighborhoods on Erindale Avenue. The
vandalism resulted in $2,400 in sign removal, cleaning, repainting, and re-installation, and another $250 in pressure
washing costs for the District. It is no laughing matter.

Jay Kittle, Secretary
Russell Jones, Trustee

Randy Kehrmeyer, Trustee
On the evening of March 25, there was another wall hit at the intersection of Erindale Drive and Culbreath Road,

Claire Letkiewicz, Trustee
in almost the exact same spot as last summer’s hit that destroyed a sign and wall, as well as incurred extensive to a ’

homeowner’s property. Wall damage this time was less extensive; however, the contractor’s estimate and insurance

claim against the driver are still pending. This will all determine the overall cost to taxpayers once settled.

Monthly Meeting

The residents of Bloomingdale are
invited to attend the next meeting of the
BSTD on April 18th at 6:30 p.m. at the
Bloomingdale Community Offices, 3509
Bell Shoals Road. If you would like to
speak at the meeting, members of the public
are allotted 3 minutes to make comment
or ask questions per Hillsborough County
policy. Hope to see you there!

.

(Left) Graffiti: Vandals spray painted this wall at the
Eagle Pointe neighborhood on Erindale Drive, as well
as signs, fencing, and sidewalk at Oak Crest sometime
between March 17 and March 18.

(Right) Erindale and Culbreath: Another wall hit
occurred at the intersection of Erindale Drive and
Culbreath Road on the evening of March 25. This is
almost the exact same location where the wall and sign
were destroyed in an accident last July 1.

8¢ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE



"Q Wanted: A Forever Home and Family!
Source: Hillsborough County

Hillsborough County's Pet Resource Center (PRC) has many cats and dogs looking for their “forever” homes. The PRC is the only open-admission facility in the county,
meaning it accepts dogs and cats regardless of breed, size or medical condition. Residents can visit the center or search online to view hundreds of adoptable animals. All
pets are microchipped, vaccinated, registered, and spayed or neutered before adoption.

The PRC, located at 440 N. Falkenburg Rd., is open daily from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. For information, call 813-744-5660 or visit www.hcflgov.net/pets.

Here are just a few fabulous faces to choose from:

Bree

Bree is a 3-year-old female who is friendly with adults
but unsure of children. She is housebroken, leash-
trained and enjoys long walks.

Diego

Diego is a 2-year-old male who is playful with adults,
but skittish around loud noises. Basic training classes
may help alot.

Rosey

Rosey is a 7-year-old female who loves people
and may be best without any other pets.

Tiki

Tiki is an 11-year-old female who likes other cats,
lounging and attention but is unsure of children.

SUPER SERVICE
AWARD
v

P

Baﬁm BY

n
Stalin

Heating & Cooling Systems

MAINTAIN
21-POINT CLEAN & TUNE

$80
Value

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE

Not available for same-day or weekend service. Cannot

be combined with any other offer. Price is per unit.

Sytstglm must be in working condition. See dealer for
etails

Bimngdl1018
IERNA’s | 813-324-1304

Alin o coarie 1o o o o oang

e

MAINTAIN
PLUMBING INSPECTION

INCLUDES:

- Inspection of Emergency
Shut-0ff Valves & More

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE
Not available for same-day or weekend service. Not a

repair service. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Not available on past services. See dealer for details.

S

Bimngai1018
IERNA’s | 813-324-1304

e
- Inspection of Safety 7)

Features 7
- Dye Testing of All Toilets o
- Inspection of All Exposed

Piping > B
- Inspection of All Sink Drains E -

y v

REPAIR
SAVE ON NEXT REPAIR

5250FF

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Cannot be
applied to Clean & Tune Service or Drain Service. See
dealer for details.

Bimngdl1018
IERNA’s | 813-324-1304

o -

REPAIR
SAVE ON NEXT REPAIR

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE
DISCLAIMER - Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Based on 20% discount of total repair bill, up to $40
maximum. Does not applgl to service call fee, past work
or estimates. See dealer for details.

Bimngdl1018

IERNA’s | 813-324-1304
More Cou

B o &AvE | s

REPLACE
FREE ULTRA-VIOLET LIGHT

600

=
m W/ PURCHASE OF NEW A/C

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE
Cannot be combined with an1y other offer. Offer valid
when purchasing a complete 15+ SEER Bryant comfort
system. Cannot be applied to past purchases or
estimates. See dealer for details.

Bimngdl1018
IERNA’s | 813-324-1304

1D S & AV

PLUMBING
REPLACE

NEW H.E. WATER HEATER

(1T
=250
m to

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Total savings
varies on equipment; $150 savings on standard
electric/gas water-heater, $250 savings on GE Hybrid
Heat-Pump water-heater. Cannot be applied to past
purchases or estimates. See dealer for deé‘w"gdh 018

IERNA’s | 813-324-1304

ons Available Online

EMERGENCY (HOTLINE) 813-324-1304 ... /(a7 ...,
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3!; Bloomingdale Residents Enjoying Spring Break
By Wendy Knipp

Spring Break included St. Patrick’s Day! Residents Alex, Chris,and Donny Childress Over the break, Campo YMCA

enjoyed attending Tampa’s River O’ Green Festival on March 16. offered “Safe Around Water” classes
to the community for ages 3-12.

Pictured are Zoey age 4 (left)
and Serenity age 6 (right) with
Instructor Case.

Photo: Deidre Morgan

Pictured are
Elijah age 5
with Instructor

Hannah.

Photo: Deidre Morgan

“ Bloomingdale Real Estate Update

(Editor’s Note: Real estate columnist Ronnie has lived in Bloomingdale for eight years
with her husband and two children, a son attending University of Florida and daughter
at Bloomingdale High School. A productive Realtor, she is also active in the Girl Scouts.)

BEFORE

Save Time and Money while Transforming a Bathroom
When remodeling a bathroom as a DIY project, there can be a lot of
time and expense involved. Between all the purchases such as flooring,
an updated bathtub, modern tile, fresh paint and a new vanity, the
costs add up fast. And you may simply not have the knowledge and
background to complete the job. Ideally, find a trustworthy contractor
that can save you money by refurbishing rather than replacing.

Neighborhood Snapshot - Augusta Village/Stratford Trace
'This voluntary HOA neighborhood is located off Natures Way Blvd on
the south side of Bloomingdale. The Streets are Arley Place, Buckner
Road, 1401-1604 Dumont Drive, Elba Place, Elton Place Lukow
Place, Midoneck Court, 1315 to 1454 Monte Lake Drive, 1604 to
1612 Oak Arbor Lane and Queensbury Avenue. Fourteen homes sold
over the past 365 days at and average of $126 per square foot.

Premier Kitchen and Baths changed the look of this tub and tile in just 4
hours for about % the cost it would take to replace the tub and tile. Find a
video of this transformation at facebook.com/ronniekw.

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE




A Fond Farewell to Winn Dixie
By Wendy Knipp

Customers were saddened to see that the
Winn Dixie grocery store located at 179
Bloomingdale Avenue shut its doors on March
25. After decades of service to the community,
it was deemed an “underperforming store”
by its parent company, Southeastern Grocers.
Customers will miss its convenient location
and friendly faces working there. According
to one worker, employees were offered either a
severance package or a transfer to another Winn
Dixie store. No word yet on what will replace it. Photos: Wendy Knipp

Teens: The Side Effects of ““Senioritis”
By Jon Alfano

It’s that time of year. Many seniors, including myself, are entering the twilight of their
high school careers. With so many exciting events coming up such as grad bash, prom,
graduation, and starting college, it is easy to lose focus on the here and now. Dropping
everything in the final quarter is commonly referred to as “Senioritis” but beware as
this condition can have serious consequences impacting graduation and/or college
acceptance.

Seniors are required to pass a certain level of classes in order to graduate. Slacking-off
in the final quarter could result in failing exams and depending on performance earlier
in the year, failing the class.

Getting into college is very
competitive. ~ Slacking-off may
cause your college to rescind your
acceptance. Offers of admission
from universities are not
permanent and your grades are still
monitored through the end of the
year. If they notice that your grades
begin to slip below their standards,
they may not hesitate to revoke
their acceptance, especially in the
more competitive colleges. Do not
let your grades slip this quarter or
you could find yourself left out in
the cold instead of going to your
preferred school.

Good luck graduating seniors!

APRIL 2019

COME SEE WHY YOU'LL L VE
TIDE DRY CLEANERS.

24-hour drop-off and pickup. Carside valet.

7-point quality inspection. GreenEarth® Cleaning process.

95% customer satisfaction rating.

% YOUR FIRST
50 ° OF ORDER

Offer valid only when coupon is presented at drop-off.
Coupons can only be redeemed for services sold at participating

I Tide Dry Cleaners locations. They cannot be redeemed for any

|

e o EE EE EE EE e = oy

product sold at any other retail store. Not valid on leather, household
items or wedding dresses. Cannot be used with any other discount
or promotion. One discount per household. Offer valid for one-time
use through 5/3/19.

I EEE EEE S S S S S S S S S S S S S S e e

200/0 OFF [C)I_RgANING

Offer valid only when coupon is presented at drop-off.

Coupons can only be redeemed for services sold at participating
Tide Dry Cleaners locations. They cannot be redeemed for any
product sold at any other retail store. Not valid on laundry, leather,
household items or wedding dresses. Cannot be used with any
other discount or promotion. One discount per household. Offer
valid for one-time use through 5/3/19.

I EEE EEE S S S S S S S S S S S R S R e e

1928 East Bloomingdale Ave « 813-662-4243
Mon-Fri7-7 « Sat8-5 « Sun 10-3 761617-1
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Residents Spring Cleaning at Community Clean-up

On March 2, residents eagerly lined up at 1626 Natures Way to do some
spring cleaning and participate in the highly-anticipated Community Clean-
Up organized by the Bloomingdale Homeowners Association (BHA).

This annual event gives residents an easy way to remove unwanted items
from their homes responsibly and without having to haul it all the way
to the dump. Not only could residents bring items such as furniture and
grills, but the BHA also coordinated services to properly recycle electronics
(eCycle Florida) and prescription medications (6th Medical Group). In all,
10 commercial dumpsters were filled.

This event really helps to spruce up the neighborhood. Suzy Watts is our

BHA President and says, “The efforts of everyone involved helps to keep our

Bloomingdale community beautiful and safe.” BHA Vice President Sean

Donahue chaired this event with Charlie Woodcock as Co-chair and Donahue says, "By providing a venue
for Bloomingdale residents to easily remove unsightly objects from their property, we make Bloomingdale’s
appearance nicer. We all benefit from this service regardless of whether we drop off items or not."

Your BHA Membership dues helped to pay for a portion of this event and residents also donated almost $700

on site to help defer costs. Of course, this could not have been a success without the hard work of the BHA
Board and volunteers, including many students who spent their Saturday giving back to the community.

Thank you to the Board, the volunteers, and all the residents for helping keep
Bloomingdale beautiful!

L THEBLOOMINGDALEG.



'The shredder was a "no
show" due to unforeseen
circumstances. The
BHA will offer a free
shredding event in
August or September so
stay tuned for details!

AZETTE & APRL20TO _____ ___________________________________________ FEKI



Wi I d I ife. am (Editor’s Note: In our new column,

Bloomingdale residents Chris and Elizabeth
U p c I ose a nd Pe rs o na I Dennard, profiled in last months Gazette, will
Article/Photos by Chris and Elizabeth Dennard share their love of local and gl obal wildlife.)

THIS MONTH: THE CRESTED CARACARA

Caracaras are from the Falcon family and can be found in Florida, Arizona, Texas and the
Caribbean. They live in a semi-open habitat offering open ground for hunting and dense
cover for nesting. First described in 1871 by John Audubon, “Caracara” comes from a south
American Indian name, based on its bird call. It is the national emblem of Mexico and is
commonly called the “Mexican eagle.” Because of hunting and habitat loss in the United
States, it is currently considered a threatened species.

Behavior

'These birds fly very close to ground often surprising their prey because of how fast and quiet
they fly. Roosts may contain up to a dozen Caracaras but abundant food sources may cause
more than 75 to gather. Several years I ago saw 30 caracaras together in a local orange grove.

Breeding/Nesting

They typically breed from December until May. Caracaras build nests by weaving plant
material, sticks, weeds and debris into a bulky 2-foot structure. Nest sites are usually 8 to
50’ above ground in shrubs, trees and cabbage palms. Crested Caracara stay together for the
breeding season; however, live a solitary life at other times. The female lays from 1-4 eggs that
are cinnamon in color. The young usually fly off (fledge) after 6 to 8 weeks.

Hunting

This scavenger has probably the most varied diet of any bird of prey. It primarily eats
carrion, but also eats live prey including insects, rabbits, squirrels, skunks, birds, snakes,
lizards, alligators, bird and turtle eggs and occasionally fruit. They fly low searching for prey
they can surprise.

14¢€ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE



THE ONE THAT WORKS!®
IS THE ONE YOU CAN AFFORD!
LOSE UP TO 20 POUNDS THE FIRST MONTH!!

?et starteJ /6r on/? $ ¥
Michelle,
actual patient,

lost 30 pounds!* .
* With the purchase of the
Super Start Kit. ( $76)
Offer Valid untill
4/30/19
$|9 9 (‘y nc/m/es:
Before

* Body Composition Analysis

¢ Comprehensive Medical & Weight
History

® Physical Exam & Vitals

® EKG, Urine Analysis, Lab Work

* Prescription Appetite Suppressant Evaluation

* Medi-Bolic Booster & B6/B1 Vitamin Injection

* Individualized Weight Loss Plan

® Access to Money-Saving Loyalty Plans & Bundles

MEDI

WEIGHTLOSS
The one that works!®

203 W. Bloomingdale Ave. Brandon, FL 33511 ¢ 813.654.1110
MediWeightloss.com | Shop Online at Shop.MediWeightloss.com

*Valid until 4/30/19. Only available at participating locations. Cannot be combined with other discounts. tOn average, patients compliant
with the Medi-Weightloss® Program lose 6.4 pounds the first week and 14 pounds the first month. Rapid weight loss may be associated

with certain medical conditions and should only be considered by those who are medically appropriate. R
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Container Gardening
By Dr. Scott Graverson

For many of us “Yankee” Wisconsin transplants, the idea of planting a vegetable
garden in November is as unsettling as a Sunday without a Packers game. After
several years of watching my fragile tomatoes wither in the Florida sun, I decided
to start planting in the Fall. Because the soil here tends to be sandy, I decided to
try container gardening.

The containers were cut-up
55-gallon barrels. I created
a watering system using 47
corrugated  perforated pipe,
pipe sock, and %” PVC pipe. 1
cut the pipe to a length large
enough to form a ring on the
bottom of my container and I
placed a sock over the pipe to

keep out the dirt. I inserted a

length of PVC into the pipe The watering system uses easy-to-find supplies from
> local gardening store.

long enough to extend past the yotlrfoea® garcening store

top of the container, but I did

not drill holes in the bottom of the containers. This system worked best with a

single drainage hole half way up the side of the container.

Once you have your system set up, fill % to the top with good soil and plant your
starter plants. Because the heat adversely affects the roots of your plants, it is best to
plant once the temperatures are consistently below 80 degrees. Add your favorite
water-soluble fertilizer to your watering can and, using a funnel, pour 1-2 gallons
of water into the feeding tube once a week. You may need to add some more water
during the week, depending on the weather; I usually water twice a week.

Advantages of Container Gardening
Container gardening requires watering from the bottom, so it encourages deep
root growth and you don’t

need to water as frequently.

With the moisture already

at the bottom of the
container, there is less
evaporation. If you use a

fertilizer like fish emulsion,

the critters in your yard are

less likely to smell the fish

and dig up your plants.

Enjoy your home-grown

veggies!

Tomatos and peppers thrive in
the large container gardens.
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Florida Gardening Tips for April
Source: http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/lawn-and-garden/florida-gardening-calendar/

Annuals — Coleus do well in sun or shade and provide vivid colors and patterns for months.
Bulbs - Planting daylilies ensures months of color from these low-maintenance plants.
Herbs - Nasturtiums leaves and flowers add a peppery zest to salads.

Vegetables - Continue planting warm-season crops, such as beans, sweet corn, and squash.
Mulch well to prevent weeds and provide water if the weather has been dry.

Pests - Monitor landscape plants weekly for aphids on tender new growth. For lawn insects,
rule out cultural problems, such as lack of water, that resemble insect damage before applying
a pesticide. Identify and conserve insects that benefit your yard.

Flowering plants - Check if leaves and/or flowers of gardenias and roses are damaged.

Perennials and bulbs - Divide clumps of bulbs, ornamental grasses, or herbaceous perennials
to expand or rejuvenate garden beds or to pass along to friends.

Lawns - Apply fertilizer after new growth has started which is usually early April, choose a
fertilizer (not a "weed and feed") with little or no phosphorus unless a soil test indicates the
need for it. A fertilizer with controlled-release nitrogen yields longer-lasting results.

Shrubs - Choose from a wide variety of shrubs to add to the landscape now.

Mulch - Add mulch to minimize weeds and conserve moisture during dry weather. Organic
mulches add nutrients to the soil.

UF/IFAS Extension Hillsborough County
Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ 101

“Plants, Pollinators and Professionals” —

Making Gardening Great!
Saturday, May 18, 2019 10 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

Cost: $10 non-refundable, includes gift bag containing gardening book,
rain gauge, hose nozzle, water bottle and free soil test, one per household

UF/IFAS Extension Hillsborough County, Conference Center
5339 County Rd. 579 Seffner, FL 33584

Pre-registration is required at:
http://2019ffl101.eventbrite.com

Sponsored by Tampa Water Department & Hillsborough County Public Utilities




?u% April School News: A Look at What’s Happening

Ewents listed may be subject to change. Check with your school to confirm event dates and times prior fo attending.

Compiled by Deidre Morgan

April - Month of the Military Child
April 8 - Non-Student Day - No School
April 19 - Good Friday - Non-Student Day - No School

April 26 - Relay for Life - 6:00pm - 6:00am April 27 @ Bloomingdale High School

May 6 - 10 - Teacher Appreciation Week

ALAFIA ALLIGATOR ALLEY

April 18 — Myth Bowl

April 24 — Administrative Professional Day
April 26 — 4th Grade SLAM Bowl

April 29 — May 3 - BOGO Book Fair

Alafia Spirit Store/MINT/Book Swap
Mondays 7:10am — 7:35am (Kindergarten — 2nd)
Wednesdays 7:10am — 7:35am (3rd — 5th)

Yearbook Sponsors
Yearbook Sponsors are needed. If you are interested or know someone
who is, please contact the Yearbook Team at AlafiaYearbookPTA@

gmail.com.

Fundraiser "Thank You"!

The Alafia PTA would like to say “THANK YOU?” to everyone that
helped us reach our fundraising goal and the many volunteers that
helped us with our Fundraiser, Spring Fling Carnival and FUNd
Run. We couldn’t do it without you!!

CIMINO COUGAR CENTRAL

April 6 — Spruce Up Cimino

April 16 — PTA Board Meeting — 6:00pm — 8:00pm @ Bloomingdale
Golf Club

April 22 — 26 — Spring Book Fair

April 23 — Chick Fil-A Spirit Night — 4:00pm — 8:00pm @ Bloomingdale
Ave Location

April 23 - Spring Concert — 6:30pm — 7:30pm

April 26 — All Pro Dad’s and Mom’s — 6:30am — 7:30am — Multi-Purpose

Room

Burns Bruins Banter

April 10 — Report Cards

April 10 - Flag Football vs Shields — 6:00pm @ Bloomingdale HS
April 16 — Dad Group Meeting — 7:00pm — Place to be Announced
April 17 — Burns Got Talent Rehearsal — 6:30pm @ Bloomingdale HS
April 18 — Burns Got Talent Show — 6:30pm @ Bloomingdale HS
April 24 — SAC Meeting — 8:15am — Media Center

April 24 — Flag Football vs Randall — 6:00pm @ Bloomingdale HS
April 25 — Spring Orchestra Concert — 6:30pm @ Bloomingdale HS
April 30 — Spring Band Concert — 6:30pm

May 2 — Chorus Spring Concert — 6:30pm @ Bloomingdale HS

APRIL 2019

BLOOMINGDALE HIGH BULL BUSINESS

April 6 — Baseball @ Leto — 1:00pm

April 6 - PROM - 8:00pm — 11:00pm — Palmetto Club

April 9 =12 — Spring FSA Writing (9th & 10th Grade)

April 9 — Girls/Boys Lacrosse vs Wharton — 5:00pm

April 9 — Softball/Baseball vs East Bay — 7:00pm

April 10 - Softball/Baseball vs Steinbrenner — 7:00pm

April 12 — Grad Bash — 4:00pm — 4:00am April 13 — Universal Studios,
Orlando

April 12 - Softball/Baseball @ Durant — 7:00pm

April 12 — Boys Lacrosse @ Mitchell — 8:00pm

April 13 — AP Psych Mock Exam — 8:30am — Cafeteria

April 15 — Varsity Flag Football @ Brandon — 7:00pm

April 16 & 18 - Boys Lacrosse Districts @ Plant City — 5:00pm
April 16 & 18 — Girls Lacrosse Districts @ Newsome — 5:00pm
April 16 - Softball/Baseball vs Plant City — 7:00pm

April 17 — Cap & Gown Delivery — 9:30am — Auditorium
April 18 - Softball/Baseball @ Riverview — 7:00pm

April 22 — Orchestra Spring Concert — 6:30pm

April 23 — Chorus Spring Concert — 7:00pm

April 23 - Softball/Baseball vs Brandon — 7:00pm

April 24 — Band Banquet — 6:00pm

April 25 - Softball/Baseball vs Newsome — 7:00pm

April 27 — AP Lang Mock Exam — 8:00am — Cafeteria

April 27 — Band Prisms Concert — 7:00pm

May 3 - Baseball @ Jefferson — 7:00pm

Show your support to Bloomingdale High School
Academic Foundation

Purchase a banner to advertise your business or for your family. Choose to
hang it along Bloomingdale Avenue or along the parent carline all in front
of the school! Banners are 6’'W x 4H and will be displayed for a 12-month
period. For more information please contact the mail office at 813-744-

8018. Thank you for your support!

Follow us @BloomingdaleSHS
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E Burns Middle School - Math League Grand Champions!

By Emily Nichols & Emma Voehl

In February, Burns Middle School competed in the Hillsborough County Math League

Competition with approximately 40 other middle schools from across the District.

'The teams were made up of 4 students per grade who took individual and team tests.
Individual scores were combined with the team score for an overall score. The 6th grade
team, 7th grade team, and Algebra team each took First Place in the region and each
team member also placed individually. After all team scores were combined, Burns had

the highest scores and each team was pronounced GRAND CHAMPIONS!!

Congmtulations to the winners and their coaches!

7th Grade Team Grand Champions and Individual Champions (left to right) Emma Voehl (1st place),
Joseph Brown (2nd place), Tyler Hacker (4th place), Kody Nguyen (3rd place), Coach Virginia Keith

Photos: Burns Middle School

6th Grade Team
Grand Champions
and Individual
Champions (left to
right) Guy Tristan
Bensley (1st place),
Nicolas Darby (3rd
place), Hannah
Ray (4th place),
Mason Kriz (2nd
place), and Coach
Alice Jones (not
pictured)

Algebra Team
Grand Champions
(rear) Principal
Matthew DiPrima
and (front left

to right) Hanlin
Zhang (2nd place),
Emma Skousen
(4th place), Emily
Nichols (5th
place), Hadley
Horton (1st place),
Coach Shelly Teal
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ingle Masters provides every re-roof customer wi
inspection to measure hurricane protection, saving most homeowners hundreds
of dollars each year on insurance.

Shingle Masters also maximizes roof ventilation to lower cooling costs and
extend the life of the shingles.

Financing Available. Lifetime Workmanship Warranty Available.

(813) 661-4600

www.Shingle-Masters.com
Licensed Certified General Contractor // CGC 1513621
Licensed Certified General Contractor // CCC 1328724

749319-1

FURNITURE SALE

- Proudly Made in America=-

SAVE & 60% OFF

e Dining ®* Bedroom ¢ Occasional Tables ® Murphy Beds
e Desks ®* Book Cases ® TV Consoles ¢ Mattress Sets
" Solid Wood in Oak-Maple-Cherry & More
Spring Sale - Heirloom
quality furnishings for your home

OAK EMPORIUM

CustoMm Wo0D FURNITURE

15445 North Dale Mabry, Tampa

813-264-7378

WITH THIS AD
$100 Value

1-0809SZ

AMISH
FURNITURE
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Bloomingdale Celebrates 50 Years of Baseball!
Brief and Photos by Deidre Morgan

The Bloomingdale Youth Sports Association, formerly Bloomingdale Little League, held a 50-year anniversary celebration
on February 23. The ball park was full of activities and the fields were busy with games. BYSA President Dave Nolte
introduced the guest speaker, Joe Perez who currently works with the New York Yankees as the Education Coordinator. He
is retired from the Hillsborough County School system and was the former Head Coach at Tampa Catholic. During his
time at TC he coached the team to the 1979 State Championship game and won. The 2014 Girls World Series Champions
(age 12) were honored during the ceremony. Bloomingdale High Schools Drum Line provided entertainment for the
crowd. The BYSA has two seasons a year, Fall and Spring. The Fall season is more of an instructional and developmental
session with one practice a week and one game on Saturday, teams are selection with no try outs. During the Spring season
things get a bit more competitive with 3-4 practices prior to the season, a few practices during the season and two games
per week. All players participate in tryouts and teams are selected through a draft by managers. Ages run from 4 years old
(T-Ball) all the way to age 18. For more information or to sign up your child, visit www.bysa.website.siplay.com.

Paul Figueroa, who serves on the BYSA board, watches as
participants line up to try and dunk his son Teddy in the
Dunk Tank. Paul played baseball at the park back in the
80's. His son Teddy has been playing baseball for 5 years at
A softball player is in the batter box and ready to swing. All eyes are on the ball as the batter and umpire watch the pitch. the park and is currently on the Bloomingdale Braves team.

High-Efficiency Units with ZERO Down & Low Monthly Payments!

Good
S 59 00 or Bad S ‘
T rei1500
Tune-Up Special! ¢ Trade-In Allowance
(Reg. $99.00) [ with Existing Unit
If you do not save $75.00 MBI L
on your electric_iI b}ll fgr ¢ upto>900 in Utility Rebates
MR T iyear
* First-tir(r)\: )c’.ustomers l;::;ym}:jmm::
\, since 1
FREE second opinions
and FREE estimates

Call TODAY!
813-964-7155

Offer Expires 4/30/19
Hahlamos
espaiiol. o
2=l
- A R
(B0
CMC1249497 J Contractor 757236-1

760696-1

www.airmasters.net
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R Bloomingdale High School
Hosts Odyssey of the Mind

Brief and photo by Deidre Morgan

Bloomingdale High School was proud to be chosen as the Regional Tournament
Host for Odyssey of the Mind which took place on March 2. The concept is to
choose a long-term problem and then find a solution through teaching teamwork
skills, appreciation of others, self-confidence, and overcoming obstacles.

(Standing from left) Heather Hanks (former Bloomingdale teacher, Regional Odyssey Board member
and current AP at Plant City High School) and Laurie Filardo (Regional Director for Odyssey).
(Sitting from left) Debby Field (Judge Coordinator), Gladys Aboude and Tabietha Manes.

2o Bloomingdale’s Football Team Golf

Fundraiser a Success!
Brief and photos by Deidre Morgan

'The Bloomingdale High School
Football team held their 3rd
Annual Golf Classic at the
Bloomingdale Golfers Club on
March 2 to raise money to improve
facilities, pay for uniforms and
fund the season. Local businesses
supported the event by donating
raffle prizes and sponsorships. This
year’s event raised over $8,000!
Congratulations!

The golfers have claimed their carts and ready
to start the day on the course.

Bloomingdale Alumni Logan Crouse (left) is ready
to hit the links with Coach Hutch (seated) and
Head Football Coach Jake Coulson.

Mike and Melanie Skinner are
ready and waiting to tee-off.

R Amazing Season for the Burns’

Soccer Team
Brief and photos by Wendy Knipp

Burns is proud of its boys’ soccer team and Coach Mercer for making it to the
Semi-Finals in their District against some tough competition. The team was
undefeated until the very last game of the Semi-Finals. Way to Go Burns!

’/o\ -
£z Congratulations Boy'’s Medley Team
Brief and photos by Jane Owen

Congratulations to the Bloomingdale Boys’ Distance Medley team on winning 1st
place at the Manuel-Griffin-Fraunhofer Relay Track Meet at Leto High School
on March 9.The Distance Medley is a relay of four events: the 1200, 400, 800 and
1600 (in that order). Pictured (left to right) are Hunter Berry, Elijah Calhoun, Jon

Owen, and Clinton Sims.

20€ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE



20 . .=
== Burns Gets Colorful with Fundraising
Brief and photos by Jessica Hinson

Burns Middle School's PTSA hosted a Color Fun event
on March 8th and raised approximately $1500 for school
programs. Donning white shirts, students ran through
colorful powdered chalk stations and played games such as
tug of war, hula hooping, and slip and slide. This fun event
was a huge success and the students are looking forward to
participating again next year!

7th and 8th grade
students had fun getting
doused with chalk.

Principal Matthew DiPrima (rear) enjoyed this event along with 8th graders
(left to right) Charlie O’Brien, Jake Kriegbaum, and Bobby Cuthbertson.

severe
weather
alerts

Get notified when a hurricane,
or other severe weather, isbrewing.

Download the
1310 tho weather app

!
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Caring for a loved one with

de MEent, ZLZ can become 0verwhelming

and the decision to seek help can feel like giving up.

But it’s never the wrong choice to get the best care.

Superior Residences offers specialized services for those with Alzheimer’s and dementia-related
illnesses, from temporary respite care to full-time residency. We give families peace Qf mind
knowing their loved one is receiving expert care in a secure, compassionate community.
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Call to make an appointment today. Visit our

SUPERIOR community and see how we can work together

RESIDENCES to give your loved one the best possible care.

,of Brandon (813)657-8587 - www.SuperiorALF.com
MEMORY CARE 1819 Providence Ridge Blvd - Brandon, FL 33511

Live the Moment...Love the Moment™

746792-1

Assisted Living Facility #9739
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Bloomingdale Music Students Performed in Vienna and Prague

By Jane Owen

Bloomindale High School Music Department students traveled to Austria and the Czech Republic
during Spring Break (March 15 -22) for an invaluable opportunity to perform internationally. This trip
was organized through Youth Music of the World, a company dedicated to pairing talented musicians
and entertainers with opportunities to perform around the world.

The Bloomingdale Band performed through the streets of downtown Vienna with a stop in
Stephansplatz and then through the streets of Praque which went from the Estates Theater to Old
Town Square. The Bloomingdale Chorus and the Orchestra performed in the Vienna Community
Church, the Peterskirche, Praque’s Church of the Holy Saviour, and the Church of St. Nicholas in Old

Town Square.

'The group totaled 247 people, 170 of which were students. The experience offered the students much
more than an international performance. Bloomingdale’s Band Director Jon Sever said he likes
providing the students the overseas opportunity. He says, “It is practical application of the world they
study... It makes the books they read in school REAL and relevant.”

Students found the trip awe-inspiring.

John Pignataro, a freshman tuba player, said his
favorite part was marching in the band through the
Vienna and Prague. “Going through the streets with
a huge crowd following us made me feel like I was
on tour for a famous marching band. I'm glad I went
because the trip was the experience of a lifetime.”

Orchestra (violin, piano) student and senior Bre
Jenkins was grateful for the trip, “I'm so glad I
went because it is such a rare opportunity to travel
internationally with my friends and family, and I will
never get the chance to perform in another country!”

Congratulations to Bloomingdale's talented music
students, Jon Sever who directed the Band, Jason
Locker who directed the Chorus and Beverly
Sutherland who directed the Orchestral!

Performances can be viewed on YouTube by searching

“Bshs 2019 europe trip.”

Orchestra students played in the Church of the
Holy Saviour in Prague.
Photo: Jane Owen

Band students pose in the Old Town Square of Prague.

Photo: Jane Owen

Chorus students enjoyed performing at Peterskirche in Vienna.

Photo: Sharon Gaertner

BLOOMINGDALE PAINTING

“A Brush Of Quality” £

ince
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 1989
PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

Bloomingdale Resident—Tod Howard
FREE ESTIMATES, EXPERIENCED and RELIABLE

(813)654-5646 | (813)966-3601

www.BloomingdalePainting.com
License#PA3694 Bonded & Insured Seorron

-.(}

Tampa Bay Times

tampabay.com/freeads
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E Bloomingdale Girls Soccer: Kicking and Running While Looking Stunning
By Deidre Morgan

On March 12, the Bloomingdale Girls Soccer Team was
dressed to impresses at their End of Year Banquet held at
River Hills Country Club. The team finished the overall
season 9-2-2 and district 5-0-1.They lost in the 1st round of
the Regional Games to Seminole High School 2-1. Coach
Heather Iverson, who has been the Head Coach for 7 years,
said that she could not be prouder of all the ladies and what
they have accomplished on and oft the field. Iverson said she
is especially proud of the seniors who have played all four
years; Annaliese Sip (Team Captain), Madelynn Shepard,
Hannah Weisman and Chloe Starkey.

Claudia Hernandez, a senior who has played for three years,
along with Sip and Shepard, have been selected to play in the
All-Star Game. Sophomore Elise Vera was selected as the
Week 16 Florida Orthopedic Institute’s Athlete of the Week.
Elise and Annaliese Sip were also selected to 1st Team for

the All Western Conference. 2nd Team selectees are Alyssa The Bloomingdale High School Lady Bulls Soccer Team along with Assistant Coach Chad Kasten (left) and Head Coach Heather Iverson
McDonald (Team Cap tain) and Ma delynn Shepar d (far right) pose for a picture before the End of Year Banquet at River Hills Country Club (Photo: Deidre Morgan).

Coach Iverson is also very proud of the girls for their high academics and while none of the seniors intend to play soccer in college, she is very proud of the schools they
have been accepted to attend; UNF, UF, USF and Washington University in St. Louis. Chloe Starkey is ranked 3rd and Annaliese Sip is ranked 6th in the graduating Class
of 2019. Coach Iverson announced at the banquet that she will be stepping down from the Head Coaching duties next year. She will still be teaching at Bloomingdale
and will remain as the Business Manager for the team. Congratulations to Coach Iverson and the Lady Bulls Soccer Team on another successful season!

GET READY FOR THE MOST ACTIVE SUMMER ADVENTURE EVER!

A UNIQUE CAMP EACH WEEK

Kids ‘R’ Kids is excited to launch a new twist on
camp where kids are redefining summer and
turning ordinary days into the extraordinary. Just
as fragments inside a kaleidoscope fuse together to
captivate us with a new perspective, Kaleidoscope
360° will spin this summer into a unique dimension
of discovery, fun, and friendships.

+ Spanish & Music
« STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts & Mathematics)
« Outdoor Playgrounds w/Water Park
- Trained Professional Staff Certified in First Aid & CPR
« Security Code Access Entry
« FREE Internet Viewing of Your Child’s Day

Infant & Toddler Care
« Pre-School - Before- and After-School Care o ow Enro”ing:
«Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten « Summer and Holiday Camps ; DK 2016

813-657-6200 813-654-7000 SUMMER AND FALL

www.krkvalrico.com www.krkcirca.com Now Servicing Stowers, Must be 4 years old

. s s . Valrico Academy, Bevis, FishHawk Creek, Lithia
4321 Lynx Paw Trail 5815 Kids Crossing Drive Springs, Foundation Christian,

Located across from Lithia Springs Elementary Located between Stowers Elementary & Mosaic Alafia and Cimino
CHC431024 CHC432384 :

D 2 3

L-6661¢/
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