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“We are determined to stand together to meet this moment with strength, resilience and compassion.” Cimino Principal Joanne Griffiths
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Tuesday, September 14, 7:00 p.m. / BNA Board Meeting / Bloomingdale
Community Office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road / Call 813-252-0252 for information.
Saturday, September 11, 8 a.m. / Bloomingdale Community Garage Sale
Sunday, October 24, 1 to 3 p.m. / Campo YMCA Trunk or Treat
Saturday, November 6, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m./ Fall Community Clean-up
Sunday, December 5/ Santa Drive-through
BNA Members Wanted!
No better time than the present to
join the BNA! Just $35 annually helps
keeps our community programs going.
Please send your membership in today
and be part of making Bloomingdale a
great place to live, work and call home.

JOIN TODAY!

Membership can be paid through PayPal!

Scan this QR code, or visit https://bloomingdale.life - at the
bottom of the home page, click on 2021 Membership!

Andrea Daly
Community Publications Manager
1000 North Ashley Drive, Suite 700
Tampa, Florida 33602
(813) 731-2490
Email: adaly@tampabay.com

STRICT
SPECIAL DI

BLOOMINGDALE NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION, INC.
3509 Bell Shoals Road - Valrico, Florida 33596 - (813) 681-2051
Email: Bl.Neighbor1@gmail.com Website: www.Bloomingdale.Life
Follow on Facebook: www.facebook.com/BLGazette
BNA Board meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month at the
Bloomingdale Community Office.

President:
Suzy Watts
Vice President:
Sean Donahue
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Treasurer:
Grace Lewis
Directors at Large:
Bobbi Ferraro
Billy Hightower
Jane Owen

A Message from
President Tom Leech

You may have noticed the banners hanging throughout the community
memorializing the September 11th anniversary. The District voted to install these
in time to commemorate
the 20th anniversary of
9-11. While we initially
considered a permanent
memorial, the challenges
of cost and timing were
too difficult to overcome.
Several of our residents,
myself included, lost loved
ones, friends and coworkers on that day twenty
years ago. We sincerely hope
you are able to reflect on the
solemn importance of the
day and that the banners
provide some inspiration to
remember.
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Run for a Cause!
Your Next Step is the Cure
The 4th annual Your Next Step is the Cure 5k will be on
October 2 at Park Square in Lithia. The 5k’s goal is to bring
awareness and raise funds for research for ocular melanoma.
Ocular melanoma is a rare disease with no known cure. Of the
people diagnosed, 50% of them will develop metastasis that
usually travels to the liver and the lungs.
Bernadette Boyle and Linda O’Brien, the race directors for
this event, have a passion for raising funds to cure the disease.
Bernadette lost her husband, Joe Boyle, to this cancer in January 2016. Linda is a
survivor. She is 13 years out from her diagnosis and thankfully remains to be “NED”–
No Evidence of Disease.
Participants receive a Coolibar UPF 50+
shirt and finishers receive medals. The 5k
is chip timed. For more information and
updates, visit the Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/cureocularmelanoma
Questions? Email yournextstepisthecure@
aol.com.
For registration for the 5k and to donate,
please visit: https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/
Lithia/YourNextStepistheCure
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FREE

BloomingdaleNeighborhood

Community
GarageSale
Saturday
September 18, 2021
8 a.m.

Visit our Facebook page for updates.
BNA Community Office: 3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33596
Hours: By appointment only • (813) 681-2051/252-0252
www.Bloomingdale.Life • Email: Bl.Neighbor1@gmail.com
Bloomingdale Neighborhood Association
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YARD

OF THE MONTH

745 SANDY CREEK DRIVE

JIM & NANCY HESTON

The Yard of the Month is sponsored by
Ace Hardware of Bloomingdale and Campo YMCA.

Send Yard of the Month nominations to:
bl.neighbor1@gmail.com or call 813-681-2051.
Winners receive a $25 Gift Card to Ace Hardware of
Bloomingdale and a 6 month family membership,
plus join fee to the Campo YMCA.
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Welcome to
the Neighborhood

By Michelle Colesanti

Cherry Blow Dry Bar

Pictures by Michelle Collesanti

Phone: 813-502-6252
Email: brandon@cherryblowdrybar.com
Hours: Monday through Saturday 7 a.m. – 9 p.m. and Sundays 9 a.m-5 p.m.
Location: 935 E. Bloomingdale Ave. in Brandon

In early August, Cherry Blow Dry Bar opened its doors in Bloomingdale Square (next
to Home Centric), welcoming new clients to spacious and bright surroundings. An
array of ‘glam services’ such as blowouts, makeup, keratin services, lash extensions, up
do’s, and extensions and more are available.
Memberships are offered making these services affordable and practical. Starting at $39.99
per month, the Minimalist Membership offers one blowout plus member rate discounts
on other services. The Signature and Trendsetter Memberships offer more Blowouts per
month, and the Pre-paid Membership offers 12 Blowouts to be used throughout the year.
Blowouts include shampoo, condition, blowout and hot tools. Blowouts will give you lots
of volume with the options to add some soft curls or keep it straight.
Lisa Murray is the owner of Cherry Dry Bar Salon and has been in the beauty business
her entire adult life. She said, “I wanted to give stylists who don’t necessarily love doing
cuts and color a place to call home and practice their talents and gifts. There are so
many talented artists out there that specialize in beauty services that don’t involve cuts
and color, but salon owners were not interested in hiring them.” She also noted that the
industry has grown and professional services like up do’s, makeup, blow outs and lash
extensions are specialized services that have become incredibly mainstream.
According to Murray, “We have signature styles to help guide you in your hairstyle
choice or we can collaborate and customize a look just for you. Blowouts are our
business and our stylists are experts in this category.”
Book your appointment at www.salonclouds.plus/booker/onlinebooking/2096951997.
Visit www.cherryblowdrybar.com/brandon-fl/
or www.facebook.com/cherryblowdrybarbrandonfl for membership information.
Lisa Murray, Owner

Cherry Blow Dry Bar
recently opened its doors
in Bloomingdale Square
offering an array of ‘glam
services’ such as blowouts,
makeup, keratin services,
lash extensions, up do’s,
extensions and more.

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES!

Want your business recognized? Email inbloomingdalenews@gmail.com.
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Burkett Promoted to
Chief of Schools
Hillsborough County Schools has a new
Chief of Schools. Sue Burkett, former
Bloomingdale High School Principal and
former Burns Middle School Principal,
was recently promoted to Chief of Schools.
She is moving to the position from being
the 2020-21 Regional Superintendent for
Middle Schools. In her new role, Burkett
overseas 173 traditional elementary, middle,
high schools.
If you ask Burkett, she will say that she is
excited about how her circle of influence has
grown. With enthusiasm, she explains, “My
circle of influence to what is right for kids
went from 1 school to 17 schools to 173!”
Burkett says her inspiration remains the
same. “Kids will always be my inspiration!
Giving them opportunities to be successful
and achieve more than they thought they
could is always going to drive every single thing I do in this district. Knowing that we
have the ability to change the trajectory of a student’s life is the most powerful gift we
can possess!”
Congratulations Sue! The Bloomingdale community
is excited about our future with you as Chief of Schools!

BSHS Chamber Orchestra Delights
Hillsborough Teachers
BSHS Chamber Orchestra performed for the Hillsborough County New Teacher
Luncheon on August 4 at Bloomingdale High School.
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The 2021-2022 School Year is off to a Great Start!

Arianna Fallin
1st grade, Cimino

Dakota Westinghouse
11th grade, Bloomingdale

Jordan Hierholzer
12th grade, Bloomingdale
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Lucas Highsmith
11th grade, Bloomingdale

Lenny Emory
Kindergarten, Cimino

Kyra Bonifield
3rd grade, Cimino

Jaxon Dufficy
7th grade, Burns

Marcus Guardado
Kindergarten, Cimino

Kian Bonifield
1st grade, Cimino

Liam Selbak
4th grade, Cimino

Evan Guerra
5th grade, Cimino

Nathan Anton
3rd grade, Alafia

Lauren Freeman
1st grade, Cimino

Adam Keener, age 3
VPK, The Village ELC
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Mason Glidden
4th grade, Alafia
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3rd grade, Alafia

Cameron Bird
6th grade, Mulrennan

Guillermo
2nd grade, Alafia
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11th grade, Bloomingdale
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Isabel Baudrit
12th grade, Bloomingdale

Elias Zalduondo
3rd Grade, Cimino

Tygan Selbak
6th grade, Burns
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Back-to-School
Ms. Joanne Griffiths, Cimino Elementary Principal
“Together, as a team, we will continue to build our capacity to strategically provide
high-quality instruction that will transform teaching and learning for our students.
Our goal is to persevere through this difficult time as we rely on each other and our
community to be fully engaged in contributing to Cimino’s legacy of strength and
character as we emerge an even better place for learning.”
“At Cimino, we are determined to stand together to meet this moment with strength,
resilience and compassion. We know that the power of grit, grace and prayer will
propel us as we launch the 2021-2022 school year grounded in our theme: Team
Cimino ~ Together Everyone Achieves More.”

Emily Harper and Olivia Penty
12th grade, Bloomingdale
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Taylor Gillespie
9th grade, Bloomingdale

Cade Townsend
Kindergarten, Alafia

Emilee
2nd grade, Alafia

C.J. Daniels
2nd grade, Cimino

Kendall Thornton
9th grade, Bloomingdale

Sarah James
7th grade, Burns

Jacob Lewis
VPK
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Eryn Turcios
5th grade, Cimino

Tori Dufficy
10th grade, Bloomingdale
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Josef Gillespie Jr
12th grade, Bloomingdale

Lisa Jackson, Alafia Elementary Principal
“We at Alafia are looking forward to a great
year. We know our staff and families have been
presented with numerous challenges in coming
back to school, however this school community
has met these challenges with kindness and a
strong determination to ensure our children are
well taken care of academically and emotionally.
We are all stronger together, and because we do
function as a community that supports one
another, we will be better than ok, and our
children will grow and learn. Remember...
Alafia Alligators Always Achieve!”

Julien and Marshall Walker, 1st
and 3rd grade, Alafia

Kristian, 8th grade Bell Creek
Academy, and Michaela Walker,
10th grade Strawberry Crest IB

John Pignataro
12th grade, Bloomingdale

Aleksander Castañon
1st grade, Alafia

Ethan Holderness
4th Grade, Cimino
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Back-to-School

Landon, 6th grade Burns &
Peyton Keener, 10th grade BSHS

J.R. Singer 10th grade BSHS,
Ashlee Singer 8th grade
Burns,
Grant Peters Pre K-3

Sofia Turi
Kindergarten, Alafia

Miranda, 10th BSHS and
Ben Dilling 7th Burns

Dr. Marcos Rodriguez, Principal of Bloomingdale High School
“At Bloomingdale, our students and staff are a unified front. We celebrate each other’s
accomplishments and pick each other up when someone is in need. This sense of
community and support makes up what we call Bull Nation!
Families, we are here to support you. Please stay involved in your students’ academics
via canvas and continue to stay up to date with school information via our Bulletin, and
social media accounts. We offer academic, and social support to both our students and
our families. If you need anything, please contact the school so we can help ensure that
your student is successful.”

Ayden
12th grade, BSHS
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Olivia Anton, age 3
VPK, The Village ELC

Lukas Turcios
8th grade, Navigator
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Chef Gives Back
to Local Schools
By Nancy Reagor

Chef Steve Baricko developed a love of
cooking at the age of 15, while working at
Zips Italian Steakhouse in Brooksville. A
year later at age 16, he demonstrated promise
as a budding chef, so much so that the owner
featured Baricko’s sauce creations exclusively
on the menu.
In 2020, Baricko was ready to retire after a
variety of management positions in the food
industry. As he considered leaving his job as
Vice President of Corp Design, his singular
thought was to pursue his dream of opening a
restaurant named Bezza’s BBQ and Bourbon.
Employee Lexi McCLellian, BSHS Principal
Dr. Rodriguez and Steve Bariko
When Covid 19 became a pandemic Baricko
had to reconsider his options. He stumbled
upon the 2014 movie Chef and was inspired to launch his now famous food truck,
Bezza’s BBQ & Beyond.
Baricko has created a lucrative business, using locally sourced food while teaching
in-home cooking classes, catering private events, fulfilling brisket and smoked turkey
to orders to go and creating a fan following for his food truck sensations: Blueberry
Coleslaw, BBQ Cuban sandwiches, and the infamous BBQ egg rolls.
As the success of Bezza’s BBQ & Beyond has grown, Baricko continually pursues his
true passion- giving back to his community, most notably local schools. As the husband
of Sue Burkett, former principal of Bloomingdale High School, and newly appointed
Chief of Schools for Hillsborough County, Baricko knows firsthand the challenges that
administrators, coaches, and academic sponsors face.
Determined to make a difference, Baricko, provided meals to 18 schools during
“Welcome Back” and “Teacher Appreciation” events. He helped sports teams and
academic organizations with a donation based on food truck profits made during the
2020 Spring Football Jamboree.
One Bloomingdale High School sports team to benefit from Baricko’s generosity with
Bezza’s BBQ & Beyond was the 2020 7A State Semifinalist Bulls Football Team. Bulls
Football Coach Jake Coulson explained, “Steve has supported many school programs
and has a clear passion for giving back to his community. We were very thankful for
his donation.”
As the 2021-2022 school year
begins, Baricko is looking
forward
to
continuing
his support of the local
community.
For
more
information:
Call 813-767-5862, Email
Bezzasfoodtruck@gmail.com
and visit: @Bezzasfoodtruck
on Facebook and Instagram
and www.bezzasbbq.com
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Bulls Football Team Honors John
Goodwin with 52 on Helmets
The Bloomingdale Bulls Football team
is dedicating their 2021 Season to John
Goodwin. The team sports a #52 decal
on their helmets in his honor. John
was on the Varsity Football Team from
2018-2019. A 2021 graduate, he was
an example of an outstanding student
athlete and person. He was set to attend
the USF Honors College, with various
scholarships, to study Biomedical
Sciences and pursue his dreams of
becoming a doctor. While John excelled
in both his academics and athletics,
his true gift was that he was caring and
kind to all he met. John’s influence will
continue to reverberate throughout
our community. He will always be
remembered as a part of the Bulls family.

MEET THE BULLS
Bloomingdale High School highlighted their
Fall Sports at their Meet the Bulls event on
August 13th. The Football team gave spectators
a preview of how they will excel this season. The
Offense and Defense scrimmaged and Special
Teams were highlighted. BSHS cheerleaders
fired up the crowd and the Rajun’ Bull Band
performed and kept the night full of spirit.
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