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“Always remember. Your focus determines your reality.” Qui-Gon Jinn, Star Wars: The Phantom Menace
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Bloomingdale Community Office.
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Suzy Watts Laney Balis
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Sean Donahue Kalyn Dukes
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BNABRIEFS

BNA CALENDAR
Tuesday, May 9 / BNA Monthly Meeting, 7 p.m.

Thursday, August 3 / Bingo Night at Bullfrog Creek Brewery to
benefit Seeds of Hope Food Bank

Saturday, September 9 / Community Garage Sale

Sunday, December 3 / Santa Visit

JOIN THE BNA!

Just $35 annually helps keep our community programs
going. Please send your membership in today and be part
of making Bloomingdale a great place to live! Membership
can be paid through PayPal!

Scan this QR Code or visit https://bloomingdale.life —
At the bottom of the homepage, click Membership.

P PayPal

CALLING ALL 2023 GRADUATES!

We want your graduation photos
for our June and July issues! The
Gazette wants to help you celebrate
your  upcoming  graduation
moments, including pre-k through
college graduations, Alafia and
Cimino clap outs, formal pictures,
parties, and more!

For the June issue, send your
graduation photos or selfies to
inbloomingalenews@gmail.com
by May 26. Ata minimum, identify
those in the photo from left to
right, the school graduating from,
and the plans of the graduate.

Photos need to be no less than
600x600 resolution, but preferably
1 mb or better for best results. We
will do the rest! Don’t forget to
provide contact information just in
case there are questions.
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rNOT 1 YEAR, BUT 2 YEARS...

Your neighborhood REALTOR®
who lives in the community and
supports the YMCA has won the 2021
and 2022 Agent of the Year by

"RATE MY AGENT"

- >

HOW DOES THIS HAPPEN? [Pyvslipsadis

ﬂ Fmancm‘g options available for pre-listing
preparations

Staging experts to get you the most for the
house.

v

— Professional photography by one of the
ﬁ best photographers.

___ We know how to have supported comps to
v

show the appraiser if your house doesn't
appraise.

A property management division if you wish
not to sell.
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#1 In Bloomingdale is what
| te My Agent” says

Over 1000

<

ﬁ Many 5-star reviews.

z Daily feedback on your listings.

FREE moving package consisting of 10
boxes, tape, and discounts with certain
moving companies.

A Buyer's Agent who will be at your side if

|7 you need help buying and knows the

perfect lenders for you needs.

——( Veteran PCS approved for militaryJWe feel

very honored as only so many are selected.

& CALL US TODAY FOR ALL )
YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

L (813) 293-3603

a henzler@kw.com

& www.danhenzler.com
241000+ Homes Sold

\— J

0000284200-01



& Adopt Don’t Shop for Your Next Furry Family Member
Foster or Adopt to Help Rescues and Shelters

By Michelle Colesanti

Celebrate Be Kind to Animal Week in May and Year Round

We should all care about the safety and protection of animals whether they are our family
pets or the wildlife living around us. Be Kind to Animals Week has been celebrated during
the first full week in May since 1915 and helps bring awareness to those we share this
planet with. This year it takes place May 7-13.

How can you participate during this week or any day? By adopting your next family pet
from a shelter or rescue. If you have the time and space, fostering a cat or dog until a ‘fur-
ever’ family can be found is not only rewarding but potentially lifesaving for the animal.

Dave and Stephanie Creasman were asked by 4 Lucky Dogs Rescue, a small local rescue
that works with one behavior dog at a time, about potentially fostering a dog who had
been in at least eight homes without success. If returned to the shelter, he would have been
euthanized. They already had a dog named Darby from the rescue and had fostered one
other dog previously, so they agreed to foster him until proper placement could be found.

Maxx was an underweight 18-month-old red-bone coonhound/Rhodesian Ridgeback
mix who did not fit in at other homes. The Creasman’s found training classes where he
truly excelled, and eventually, he started fitting in with the other dogs.

Dave said, “We started training Maxx on scent training in our back yard and he routinely
surprised us with how fast he could find things that we would leave for him. This led us to
take him to barn hunts where he was the most vocal dog. We also were totally surprised to
discover that Maxx enjoyed swimming, and if left alone outside for a few minutes, would
start swimming laps”

Robin Marsh of 4 Lucky Dogs Rescue said, “Maxx was a big project and he turned out to
be very successful. It took a lot of people working as a team to get them there”
Eventually, the Creasman’s decided to officially adopt Maxx. Now, more than two years
later, he has settled in as part of the family.

When thinking of getting a new furry family member, there are so many reasons to adopt
rather than purchase one from a breeder or a pet store.

Anne Cogley is the team leader for Harley’s Heroes Action and Awareness Valrico Group.
This nonprofit, which is currently in 40 states as well as Canada, Australia, and the UK,
creates awareness about puppy mills which are the source of overpopulation.

She said, “By adopting and not shopping you are saving two lives. The wonderful pet you
adopt, and the next lucky one who will then move into your pet’s previous shelter kennel
or foster home. I believe that adoption is always the best option. If puppy mills didn’t exist,
75% fewer dogs would be in shelters and rescues.

The Creasmanss lives have been greatly impacted by sharing their home with Maxx.

Dave added, “Adopting Maxx is one of the best decisions we have made as a family and our
lives would be less exciting without his daily adventures. Maxx is truly one of a kind and
our world is a better place because of him”

Falkenburg Animal Shelter, at 440 N. Faulkenburg Rd. in Tampa, receives new cats and
dogs daily. If interested in a new pet, please consider adopting it from the county shelter.
For more information, visit www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/residents/animals-and-pets/
pet-adoption/adopt-a-dog-or-cat.

4C

Maxx has found his fur-ever home with the Creasman family. They were
asked to foster him and eventually fell in love and decided to adopt him.
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The helpful place.

The Yard of the Month is sponsored by
Ace Hardware of Bloomingdale and Campo YMCA.

Send Yard of the Month nominations to:
bl.neighborl @gmail.com or call 813-681-2051.
Winners receive a $25 Gift Card to Ace Hardware of
Bloomingdale and a 1 month family membership,
plus join fee to the Campo YMCA.

IERNA Your Trust - IERNA Your Business
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SAME-DAY FREE SECOND OPINIONS

“packed BY s 95
".““xm Value

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE
Not available for same-day or weekend service. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. Price is per unit.

Sy‘stglm must be in working condition. See dealer for
etails

Bimngdi0220
IERNA’s | 813-324-1304

3250FF

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Cannot be
applied to Clean & Tune Service or Drain Service. See
dealer for details.

Bimngdi0220
IERNA’s | 813-324-1304

LA
=°600
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W/ PURGHASE OF NEW A/C
MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer valid
when purchasing a complete 15+ SEER Bryant comfort
system. Cannot be applied to past purchases or
estimates. See dealer for details.

Bimngdi0220
IERNA’s | 813-324-1304

CLIP & SAVE | CLIP & SAVE | CLIP & SAVE | CLIP & SAVE | CLIP & SAVE | CLIP & SAVE

~ -

PLUMBING

MAINTAIN
PLUMBING INSPECTION

INCLUDES: (7‘
- Inspection of Safety A
Features 4
- Dye Testing of All Toilets
- Inspection of All Exposed
Piping - .
- Inspection of All Sink Drains v
- Inspection of Emergency 4 44
Shut-0ff Valves & More
MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE
Not available for same-day or weekend service. Not a

repair service. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Not available on past services. See dealer for details.

Bimngdi0220
IERNA’s | 813-324-1304

EMERGENCY (HOTLINE) 813-324-1304

MAY 2023

'\  PLUMBING

1
REPAIR
SAVE ON NEXT REPAIR

{4 0 OFF

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE
DISCLAIMER - Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Based on 20% discount of total repair bill, up to $40
maximum. Does not apple/ to service call fee, past work
or estimates. See dealer for details.

Bimngdi0220

IERNA’s | 813-324-1304

REPLACE
NEW H.E. WATER HEATER

=290

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Total savings
varies on equipment; $150 savings on standard
electric/gas water-heater, $250 savings on GE Hybrid
Heat-Pump water-heater. Cannot be applied to past
purchases or estimates. See dealer for details.

Bimngdi0220
IERNA’s | 813-324-1304

SCHEDULE ONLINE
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By Amanda Ragan

From wiping away tears, to encouraging every achievement, a Moms job is endless and often thankless. However,
there is at least one day set aside to honor all that Mom’s do, and this year that is Sunday, May 14th. Here are some

May is the Month
to Celebrate Mom

of our top suggestions on ways to celebrate Mother’s Day!

Take Her to a Show

If music is the way to your Mama’s
heart then you are in luck! From
music under the stars, to the
chance to see a star, there are
several wonderful shows going on
in Tampa this Mother’s Day.

Melissa Etheridge

7:30pm - 10:30pm

Ruth Eckerd Hall

Tickets range from $49.50 - $59.50

Nu-Blu (Bluegrass)
6pm - 10pm

Skipper’s Smokehouse
$7.00 per person

Pops In The Park
7:45pm

Julian B Lane Riverfront Park
FREE!

é‘@
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Take Her to Brunch

If sipping on “Mom’osas while enjoying a feast with
the family is what you think Mom would like most,

make sure to make reservations early at one of these
amazing locations!

Hotel Haya’s Flor Fina

Three Course Brunch Experience: 10am - 3pm
Featuring live music and the chance to create
beautiful bouquets

Adults $65 | Children $35 | Children under 5 are
complimentary

Jackson’s
10:30am - 2:30pm
$44.99 per person

Maestro’s at the Straz
llam
$55.50 per person

Rusty Pelican
Four Course Brunch Experience: 10am - 4pm
Adults $82 | Children $35 | Mimosas $30

Yacht Starship
10am or 2pm
Adults $69.95 | Children $59.95

MAY CALENDAR

Make Some Memories

Escape the ordinary and enjoy
spending time together at one of
these memorable events.

Goat Yoga

Dancing Goat Farm 9:30am - 10:30am
$25.00 per person

Advance Registration Required

(813) 379 - 7092

Henry B. Plant Museum
12pm - 5pm
Moms get in FREE!

Mother’s Day Themes & Tea

May 13th 1:00pm

The Italian Club, 7th Ave Tampa

Adults $45.00 | Children $25.00

For information email: gildafcapitano@aol.com

Pinot Palette’s: Mimosas with Mom
May 13th - May 14th

Times and prices vary based on class and supplies
(813) 618-3064

Shopping at Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market
Noon - 4:00pm

6111 N. Central Ave,
Tampa FL 33604

o May 4: Star Wars Day

Appreciation Day

May 14: Mother’s Day

Chip Day

May 5: Cinco De Mayo

May 6: National Nurses Day

May 8: Lag B'Omer Starts

May 25-27: Shavuot

May 12: Military Spouse

May 28: Pentecost

May 29: Memorial Day

May 15: National Chocolate

May 19: Bike to Work Day

May 20: Armed Forces Day

MAY OBSERVANCES AND FUN FACTS

May is observed as National Bike Month, National
Physical Fitness and Sports Month, National
Mental Health Awareness Month, Lupus Awareness
Month, and Lyme Disease Awareness Month

May’s Birthstone: Emerald
May’s Flowers: Lily of the Valley and Hawthorn

May Astrological Sign: Taurus (till 20th) and
Gemini (starting on the 21st)

6 € THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE




Brandon Ballet Offers Summer
Ballet Intensive Program

By Edward De Freitas, Student Reporter
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The summer months are especially crucial for young dancers in training. The lengthy break from classes during the
school year enables students to get much necessary and needed rest and relaxation from workload. Yet, it's also a
wonderful time to devote more time and focus on interests and hobbies such as dancing. A way for young dancers
to do this is through summertime intensive programs where dancers can keep previously learned abilities and make
them current again, support athletic prowess and ability and develop in unique new ways that aren't possible through

the school year.

Brandon Ballet

This summer Brandon Ballet offers a great Summer Ballet Intensive program for older dancers and up and coming recruits to the
ballet world. Summer Ballet Intensives are a wonderful way for dancers to improve their techniques, gain performance experience,
and connect with other dancers in the area and find new friends. This program typically last from 1-4 weeks depending on age,
style, and level of technique where dancers will be trained in two groups and be involve daily classes in ballet technique, point
technique, variations, and other dance styles as well such as modern, jazz, partnering, African and more. This is the most ideal
amount of time to seek out development and growth in dancing skill, performance, and artistry, meanwhile still having time
for other pursuits. These dancers are offered the chance to receive tailored specific instruction based on skill in an intensive yet
supportive and rigorous environment where they can grow personally. Dancers also have the chance to work with guest teachers
and choreographers, attend lectures and workshops on dance, wellness, and health-related topics taught by those in the field, and
attend and perform in a final recital at the end of the program.

Overall, this Summer Ballet Intensive program can be a valuable investment for any young dancers who are serious about pursuing
a career in dance offering substantial benefits and returns. This program will be held at Brandon Ballet from Monday June 5th to
Friday June 23rd from 9:30 am to 4:00 pm and in person auditions will be held at Brandon Ballet on Tuesdays from 6:00-9:00 pm
and Thursday from 7:30-9:00 pm. If you can't audition in person, you can read the requirements for their online audition on their

&85 Spring Savings ¥ &g

Air Masters is here to assist you with all your AC needs!

2023 A/C Equipment will cost 20-50% more due to new regulations so...
While Supplies Last Get A NEW 2022 TRANE A/C & HEATING UNIT & SAVE!!!

TRANE UP TO $8,000

It's Hard To Stop A Trane: N E&erQxCEEgIAi!’sES
Convenient Payments Available

$2,500 Trade-In & Rebates CALL FOR DETAILS
FREE Duct Cleaning & FREE Wifi Thermostat with all replacement units

960 A/C 639 ool $150 Off

VOTED BRANDON?S)
#1 ROOFING COMPANY
8 CONSECUTIVE YEARSY

SAVE MONEY ON HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE

- ? Por o -
' Starting in
2023 due to
Government

Regulations

$70 Duct . $79
Tampa Bay's leading family-owned and operated roofing company, Tune-up Sanitizina*< Heater Tune-* N New Air Pre-Summer
Shingle Mastersh provides every re-roof customer \;\vith awind mli]tigaclciog (New cliegts ony- | ©aniuzing P™. & Purification Diagnostic
inspection to measure hurricane protection, saving most homeowners hundreds Reg. $109) &2 Reg. $240 (Reg. $139) System i i
of dollars each year on insurance. (eg ) y Service Special

Shingle Masters also maximizes roof ventilation to lower cooling costs and
extend the life of the shingles.

Financing Available. Lifetime Workmanship Warranty Available.
Shingle Masters | (813) 661-4600
Rﬂ 0 ﬁ n g www.Shingle-Masters.com

Licensed Certified General Contractor // CGC 1513621
& Construction Licensed Certified General Contractor // CCC 1328724

MAY 2023

0000283672-01

*Special offers must be done with A/C Tune-Up. All offers expire 5/30/23.

i Masiters

of Tampa Bay, Inc. Since 1983

Air Conditioning & Heating

Love is in the Air

Family Owned & Operated since 1983 — 4th Largest Trane Dealer in Florida
Home Advisors / Google Guaranteed Contractor / CMC 1249497

p-=ar)

Hablamos espariol.

CALL TODAY!

813-964-7155

0000282471-01

0% Interest — Good or Bad Credit, 99% Approved Rate! Subject to credit approval & credit limit.
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Easter Bunny Visited Bloomingdale April 2

The Easter Bunny made its
way through the Bloomingdale
communities delighting families
on April 2, with planned stops
along the route for visiting and
pictures. The Bunny greeted
close to 500 people! Children and
families coming out to meet the
Bunny were also met by Bunny
assistants (high school student
volunteers and BNA members)
who loved sharing the excitement
and handing out the BNA’
signature duckies. The event was
sponsored by the Bloomingdale
Neighborhood Association.

A complete album of pictures is
available on Facebook, see QR
code above.

8¢ THE BLOOMINGDALE (
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% Donation Made to
Seeds of Hope of Food Bank

As the Bunny traveled through the Bloomingdale communities
on April 2, his bunny assistants collected non-perishable
food for Seeds of Hope. Additional items were brought to the
Bloomingdale Community office. The donations were delivered
to Seeds of Hope on April 5.

Thank you to everyone who donated food!

The BNA is supporting Seeds of Hope in 2023! Seeds of Hope
provides a weekly food distribution to the community at 710
E. Bloomingdale Ave. For more information, visit: sohopefl.org

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! On Thursday, August 3, the BNA
is hosting a Bingo Night at Bullfrog Creek Brewery to benefit
the Seeds of Hope food bank. Plan to have fun playing Bingo
while supporting this great organization!

Bloomingdale \
Neighborhood Association

President Suzy Watts (far ’tf I"! % 7 ,",-'; iw:

right) with volunteers at

i T A N ————
Seeds of Hope. ¥y VN D -.'*.;' Cr i, ,w

. b .. Y . ‘ o ’p ;x«.\r 0
Beautify your home property for a chance to WIN the
Bloomingdale Beautification Award!

One lucky neighbor will win a $500 cash prize! The winning home will be featured in the Bloomingdale Gazette.

B E Sponsored by
LOOMINGDAL
What counts: Magruder Insurance Agency, Inc.
. Curb appeal . Lawn ‘T 11 (813) 654-3100
» Greenery + Maintenance
: ColaE SNEStREsE Bloomingdale Neighborhood Association American Investment Advisors
. Cleanliness (813) 681-2051 « www.Bloomingdale.Life (813) 662-1102

Contest Details: Contest runs from April 1-July 1, 2023 » Take dated photos of before and after * Submit name, address, phone number and
photos to bl.neighborl@gmail.com by July 1, 2023

29



& Riverfest 2023 Offers Tribute Bands,
Lantern Parade, Balloon Glow, and More

By Michelle Colesanti Bring your family to the 2023 Tampa Riverfest, which will take
place Friday and Saturday, May 5 and 6 on Tampa’s Riverwalk.

Tampa Riverfest will be held on Friday and Saturday, May 5 and 6. The free
event spans the entire length of the Riverwalk with food trucks, and beer tents
as well as plenty of family-friendly activities and events showcasing Tampa’s
cultural institutions, local musicians, and restaurants.

Tampa Riverfest presented by Publix Super Markets will include Taste of
Riverwalk on Friday night and RiverFiesta on Saturday. The Taste of Riverwalk,
sponsored by Stella Artois will be held from 5:30 to 9 p.m. on May 5 at Curtis
Hixon Park. Enjoy culinary offerings from various local restaurants such as
Driftlight Steakhouse, Anchor and Brine, Yacht StarShip, and more.

On May 6, RiverFiesta will provide a delicious opportunity to try a variety
of tacos, bowls, and nachos while enjoying all the other aspects of Riverfest.

A wristband purchase is required for access to the food tent area on both 3 presented BY:
nights. Wristbands cost $15 for three samples and $20 for five samples. f

A full concert series of tribute bands will take place on the main stage in
Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park. Live music will take place from 5-10 p.m. on
May 5 and 10 a.m.-10:30 p.m. on May 6.

Participants decorate their own paper lanterns and can join the one-mile
Riverfest Lantern Parade that illuminates the Riverwalk on May 6. It starts
at 8:30 p.m. at Water Works Park and ends in Curtis Hixon Park. You can
create your lanterns from 6-8 p.m. at a workshop taking place under the Water
Works Park gazebo. Kits will be available to purchase on the day of the event.

Riverfest's Hot Air Balloon Glow is one of the highlights of this event. Each
evening you can watch hot air balloons light up the sky at sunset (weather
permitting).

Start your day in a positive way by joining an hour-long morning Yoga flow
on May 6 at 9 a.m. at Curtis Hixon Park. The class is donation-based and
will be instructed by Robin LC with The Calm Collective. No registration
is necessary. Everyone is encouraged to bring a mat. All levels welcome,
rain or shine.

The Florida Wiener Dog Derby will take place on May 6 at Curtis Hixon Park
with races and contests throughout the day and a start time of 10 a.m. This
is likely the largest Dachshund gathering in Florida. This family day of fun
includes the Best Nose, the Speed Trap, the Costume Contest, the Kissing
Contest, the Best Tail Contest, and, of course, Dachshund Racing. Wiener
dogs from the age of 4 months to 18 years old will race in many age categories.
For more information, visit https://thetampariverwalk.com/events-news/
events/wiener-dog-derby.html.

Parking will be available at multiple lots and street-metered spaces near
the event. Curtis Hixon Park is located at 600 N Ashley St. in Tampa and
Waterworks Park is at 1701 N. Highland Ave. in Tampa.

For more information or to register for the various events requiring registration,
or to find out more about the tribute bands making an appearance, visit
https://thetampariverwalk.com/events-news/events/riverfest.html.

10€ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE
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Finding a good home for things you don’t use anymore is a solid move any
time of year. Donate items to Echo’s new thrift store and you will be giving
to people in crisis in our community.

By Jane Owen

Echo’s mission is to assist residents of Hillsborough County in crisis
with emergency food and clothing, offering life stabilizing programs and
resources. Echo has two resource centers, one in Brandon and one in
Riverview. Its Brandon thrift store has provided clothing and housewares
for the resource centers since 2021.

A second Echo thrift store is opening on April 27 on Bloomingdale Ave.
The additional space will allow Echo to process more donations, support
more neighbors in need, and create additional funding for Echo’s many
community initiatives.

Echos thrift store manager, Annmarie Macaluso, loves the mission and
community focus of Echo.

“Echo is community based. We live here. We work here. We help here;”
Macaluso said.

According to Macaluso, the new Bloomingdale store will primarily support
the Riverview resource center. The support process will be the same as it has
been for the Brandon Resource Center. Resource centers send invoices of

ECHO Thrift Store Opening on
Bloomingdale Ave on April 27

what they need. The thrift stores fill the items, and they are picked up and
taken to the centers daily. Leftover items at the thrift stores are sold and the
profit supports Echo’s programming.

Macaluso explained that the new store provides more giveback to what
Echo is already doing but beyond that, it gives back to this area of the
community.

“I look at our thrift store as its own give back to the community. We try
to keep things here reasonable. People can come and shop and find nice
things for their family. A lot of people are struggling who might not need
assistance, but things are a little tight and we are more affordable,” Macaluso
said.

Echos Bloomingdale thrift store is located at 815 W. Bloomingdale Ave. It is
open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. Donation hours are
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on those days.

Donations of clothing and housewares are accepted. Baby seats, large toys
and furniture (with the exception of small accent pieces) cannot be donated.

To learn more about Echo, visit echofl.org. Specific thrift store information
can be found at ECHO Thrift | ECHO - Emergency Care Help Organization
(echofl.org).

Echo’s thrift store manager
Annmarie Macaluso loves the
community focus of Echo.

ECH®

THE AWARD-WINNING

BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

'OV CAN ADVEKIISE
IN IFE GALZE] 1 E!

Delivered monthly to over 5,200 homes reaching 23,000 residents. Distribution
points include the Bloomingdale Library, Campo YMCA and our local schools.

(813) 731-8021

Contact: JESSICA PETROSKI
jpetroski@tampabay.com

Greg & Sue Beasley

Campa Bay

Cimes

\ tampabay.com y

Locally Owned and Operated
FishHawk Residents
25 Years Experience Specializing in
Roof Replacements and Repairs

For security, strength and lasting beauty, trust

BEASLEY ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION

Residential and Commercial * Shingle, metal and flat roofs

MAY 2023

0000283624-01

FREE ESTIMATE * CALL 813.655.2727 « VISIT BEASLEYROOFING.NET




% Cimino Elementary Celebrates 20th
Anniversary

By Jane Owen

Cimino Elementary School commemorated its 20th anniversary on April 6th with a rededication ceremony. Cimino opened in 2002
with Sandra Frost as principal. The school is named after Richard Daniel Cimino. Cimino Principal Joanne Griffiths described him as a
civic leader and true advocate for children, education, and service. Rosalind (Roz) Creager and Matt Creager, daughter and grandson of
Richard Cimino, attended the celebration. Roz Creager shared memories of her dad and a poem that inspired him.

”

“If (my) dad were here with us today, with a big teasing smile, he would say, ‘this is my school and these are my kids!” Roz Creager said.
The celebration began with a surprise performance by the Bloomingdale Senior High School drumline. It included a presentation of
colors by Cimino students, performances by the Cimino choir, a message from school board member Patti Rendon, a message from
Cimino's teacher of the year, Kara Mara (read by 3rd grader Olivia Campo), sharing of Richard Cimino's Legacy (read by 5th grader
Colin Kurto), reflections of a former student (Madison Skonie), a recognition of years of service for Cimino Faculty and Staff and special
recognition to Debbie Coleman on her upcoming retirement.

“My grandfather loved his family and friends and was an active volunteer in the community. He would have been tickled to see all the
students at the rededication. He loved kids. He loved to hunt, fish and cook. He had a booming voice, loved to joke and tell stories. Poppy,
as I called him, would have said he didn’t deserve to have a school named after him. Then he would have grinned, winked and said, “but
I'll take it proudly” And we don’t have the words to express how proud he would have been,” Matt Creager said.

In attendance at the celebration was former principal Cindy Dowdy (2012-2017), former principal Debby Talley (2006-2012), School
Board Member Patti Rendon, Jaime Gerding, Region 4 Superintendent, and many teachers and staff from the inaugural year of the
school. After the ceremony, these special guests were invited to a reception in the media center.

Matt Creager and Rosalind (Roz) Creager,
grandson and daughter of Richard Cimino.
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% Cimino Elementary Celebrates Raising $8200
for Relay for Life with Kiss the Pig Event! @fampa Ball @ilncg

On the afternoon of Friday, March |
31, Cimino’s Coach Daniel Macko
kissed Rowdy the pig as a grand finale |
to outstanding fundraising for Relay
for Life!

The Relay for Life team, co-captained
by teachers Barbee Reeves and Tina |
Macko, raised $8200 by fundraising
with coins for a cure and a kiss the |
pig contest.

Five buckets were set up in the courtyard and each day students would bring in money
to donate to the teachers they wanted to kiss the pig. Coach Macko was the winner
with his bucket bringing in $600!

Rowdy didn’t mind Coach Mackoss kisses and got bonus kisses from Principal Joanne
Griffiths and Assistant Principal Anne Fiorita.

NOW!

Earn $1,000 in your

Routes are
available! first six weeks delivering
Scan to .
learn more. the Tampa Bay Times.

« Work two late nights per week
* Get paid weekly
+ Keep your daytimes free

0000276420-01

\ v Questions? 1-866-498-4637 | tampabay.com/deliver
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Bloomingdale’s Coach Church Named
Wrestling Coach of the Year

By Jane Owen

%

Bloomingdale High School’s Wrestling Coach, Coach Mark Church, was
named this year’s Joel Medgebow Memorial Wrestling Coach of the Year.
He was presented the award at the Hillsborough County School District
meeting on March 30. The award is given yearly to honor the memory of
Robinson High School wrestling Coach Joel Medgebow.

“Coach Church is a great coach
because he is always there for us
ready to work. He always pushes us
to our limits, and he helps us learn
from our mistakes,” said junior
wrestler JR Singer.

Coach Church took over as head coach this year at Bloomingdale after
serving as an assistant for the last 5 years. He decided he could not leave
the athletes after the previous coach, Dennis Kitko, moved overseas.

Coach  Church  focuses  on
conditioning and teaching basics. He credits the wrestlers, administration

and parents that believed in him.
He not only didn’t leave them, he led them to victory. Ten wrestlers

competed at Regionals; six wrestlers competed at States; and four wrestlers
finished the season as state medalists. Church is also the assistant girls
wrestling coach.

Sara Bogue, Bloomingdale High School’s Athletic Director, says Church
teaches resilience.

“Coach Church has done a phenomenal job with our wrestling team. It
has been exciting to watch him turn a really good program into a great
program. He challenges the boys to be better wrestlers every day and they
have responded,” Bogue said.

“None of it would have been possible if it weren’t for the kids who believed
in me as much as I believed in them especially as a first-year head coach!
I was honored from day one that the admin, coaches, wrestlers, and
parents all entrusted me, which allowed me to keep it simple and just
focus on wrestling,” Church said.

“It was definitely humbling to receive such an award from my fellow
coaching peers. It’s also really cool to have my name on the same trophy
with my mentor and coach- the legendary Russ Cozart!” Church added.

He wrestled under Russ Cozart at Brandon High School. Church was the

THE JOEL MEDGEBOW
MEMORIAL AWARD
WRESTLING COACH

Mark Church

——{)——

BLOOMINGDALE HIGH 5¢

2022 - 2023

The wrestlers have benefitted from his strong work ethic.

%

“If everyone is thinking alike, then someone isn't thinking,”
is a quote by George S. Patton, one of the best-known
American generals in World War II. His words mean that
if every person is thinking the same, then every person is
just a follower.

By Jane Owen

Ryan Mothershed Cases, Lelyn Kirby, and Simeon Rate
are leaders. They are all captains on the Bloomingdale
High School Lacrosse team. They also have all accepted
prestigious appointments to US service academies. Cases
and Kirby will attend the United States Naval Academy.
Rate will attend the United States Air Force Academy.

Bloomingdale’s lacrosse coach Cody Gray says it is very rare
to find the leadership qualities they possess as high school
athletes. They lead by example and exude accountability.

“They’ve demonstrated immense accountability. In both
holding themselves accountable, but even more importantly
their teammates. This can bring a lot of confrontation to
the table if done incorrectly. However, I trusted them both
seasons as their coach to do so in a radically candid manner.
They cared personally, but also challenged their teammates
directly. This balance is extremely hard to accomplish even
for some of the best leaders in the world,” Gray said.

1995 State Champion for 112 Ibs.

Three Bloomingdale Lacrosse Captains
Admitted to Service Academies

All three students had different reasons for applying to the
academies. Cases will be 4th generation military; Rate’s
dad and brother attended the Air Force Academy; Kirby
felt the Naval academy would give him tools for success to
help others.

The desire to serve is what will continue to make them
good leaders:

“Growing up I knew that no matter what I did after high
school I wanted to serve others,” said Simeon Rate.

“What inspired me to apply to the academy is my desire
to do good and give back to my country;” said Lelyn Kirby.

“Having received the appointment I know that 'm no
longer doing things for me but for those around me
because everything is not about me at this point it’s about
us,” said Ryan Mothershed Cases.

According to Coach Gray, their combination of leading
by example with effective communication led players
to follow. Simply put, he says, they are an inspiration for
others and will have a huge impact on our county for years
to come.

BSHS Lacsosse Captains accept positions at US service academies:
(from left to right) Simeon Rate (United States Air Force Academy),
Ryan Mothershed Cases (United States Naval Academy), and Lelyn

Kirby (United States Naval Academy).
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& School Board Member Patti Rendon
Purchases Art from BSHS Student

School Board member Patti Rendon approached BSHS art teacher Pam Reeves about
wanting artwork for her District office. Reeves said she knew 10th grader Alan Martinez’s
artwork of Tampa Bay called “Hometown” was the perfect piece.

“I knew the work would have to not only be exemplary but also representative of the area,”
Reeves said.

Martinez is in Bloomingdale’s 2D2 advanced art class.

“Selling your first piece of art especially at this age is such a memorable and rewarding
experience. I am so thankful to Ms Rendon for opening up this opportunity to Alan,” said
Pam Reeves, BSHS Art Teacher.

(L to R) Principal Dr. Marcos Rodriguez, School Board Member Patty
Rendon, 10th grader Alan Martinez, and art teacher Pam Reeves.

& BSHS Track Athletes Win
County Championships

Hillsborough County Track Championships were
at Wharton High School on April 12.

Congratulations to these County Champions from
Bloomingdale High School!

Boy’s 4x800: Wisney Cherident, Brandon
Witherow, Thomas Schilling, Devon Douglas
Boy’s 4x400: Simon Castillo, Michael McGee,
Derek Owens, Christian Bodnar

Boy’s 800: Wisney Cherident

Girl’s 800: Makenna Mach
Girl’s 800 County Champ,
Makenna Mach, and |

CongratS, Bulls! BOY’S 800 County Champ |
Wisney Cherident

May 20, 2023

@Bloomingdale Senior High School

RUN OR WALK! Regir Here:

Benefits
Bloomingdale High
School Students

BloomingdaleBulls5k@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/bloomingdalebullsSk
www.bloomingdaleband.com/running-of-the-bulls

4 x 400 County Champions: Simon Castillo, Michael McGee, Derek Owens, Christian Bodnar
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MOVIN' INTO MAY
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