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Bloomingdale High School senior
competes in her her first national drag
race, the Gatornationals. see story, page .

st The
Community
Cleanup Is
Coming!

On Saturday, May 14, you are
invited to help clean up
Bloomingdale.

See page 6.
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‘xﬁ Kelsey Lay knows how to handle a car built to hurtle so fast it takes a parachute to slow it down.
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Bloomingdale
High senior enjoys
the fast lane
BY SUSAN GREEN

At an age when many
young people take the
driver’s seat to learn how
to navigate neighborhood
streets, Kelsey Lay was
learning how to handle a
car built to hurtle so fast it
takes a parachute ta slow it
down. - =

The Bloomingdale High |

School senior, the youn-
gest competitor to drive a

Super Comp dragster in a

National Hot Rod Associa-

tion event, turned 18 the '

day she showed up for her

first national drag race, the |== :

Gatornationals, last month
in Gainesville.

“It was the best birthday
gift 1 could ever have,”
Kelsey said.” It was an
amazing experience.”

Hers is a sport where
cars zoom to 180 mph in a
snap of the fingers, and
fractions. of split seconds
can win or lose a quarter-
mile heat. Kelsey said she
was eliminated in the first
round when the compet-
ing driver beat her time by
1/2000th of a second. But
she was glad she went.

“] learned so much just
by being around the pro
drivers that were there,”
she said. “I learned you
have to be consistent every
time at the tree [starting
lights] and on the track.” -

She has been on a fast
track toward racing in the
big leagues since age 16,

when she spent three |
months in a junior division E

PHOTO PROVIDED

Kelsey Lay prepares torocket down the track. She grew up around a racetrack and she began drag facing as a teen.

Kelsey, his younger dqugﬁ-

ter, tagged along to watch..
“/ kind of grew up

around a racetrack,” Kel-
sey said. When she be-
came a teen, she decided
to try-drag racing. About a
year ago, she decided she
was serious and took a
two-day course at a drag-
racing school. Then she

and her dad began shop-

and quickly realized that B8

she wanted to compete
against adults.

Her father, Fred Lay,
used to race Go-Karts and
other open vehicles, and

Taking to the track, Kelsey Layﬁndsthqaxperianmtope :
- ua huge adrenaline rush? Ly st W g3

ping for a car and found
her dream rocket, a burnt
orange fuselage dubbed
Wwile E. Coyote after the
popular cartoon character.
Price tag: $100,000.

Since then, she’s ¢om-
peted in regional races and
participated in numerous
car shows and charity
events, averaging about
two a month. She said she

took extra courses online
during her junior year at
Bloomingdale in order to
be able to have a less de-
manding final year so that
she could indulge her urge
to race. =

“It’s pretty incredible - a
huge adrenaline rush,”

.Kelsey said, adding that

heats typically take less
than 9 seconds long, but
she loves the thrill. She
said she takes 2.5 Gs of
pressure, or gravity force,
to her body during the
surge forward, and 2 Gs
when the rear parachite

| deploys to slow the car.

She said she realizes

| there are risks involved,

such as the possibility of

' losing control and hitting a
wall. She wears a helmet
‘ahd’ flafne retarddrit suit *

when she drives.

“There's always going to
be thaf risk that something
could happen,” she said. ‘I
try not to think about it.”

Kelsey has been accept-
ed to the University of
Tampa, where she plans to
study marketing and com-
munications. Fred Lay said
the university supports his
daughter’s goals and
agreed to make accommo-
dations in her schedule so
that she can attend races
around the country.

He and his daughter
said they realize her dream
is expensive and demar
ing, but they want to kety-
it a reality.-

Said the father: “I see
the same spark in her eye
that I had — I wanted to g0
T e e R




Wednesday, April 6th : Monday, April 11th
Prevention Plus Health Screening : Prevention Plus Health Screening
205 E. Brandon Blvd., Suite E : 205 E. Brandon Blvd., Suite E

Brandon : Brandon

EXPOSING

;i‘.ﬁ : | |
.Q%E &
through early detectlon

Our tests are Health conditions Iike heart diseas,e,
ACCURATE stroke, cancer, abdominal aortic an-
asweadheretoa g ysm (AAA) and many others usually
stringent protocol - =l
show no symptoms until it’s too late.

and RELIABLE:  Thatswhyit's important to detect
Results are read them early.

by a Board Certified

Call for appointment

~f or visit www.StrokeTesting.com stroke and vascular screening

STROKE/CAROTID ULTRASOUND .... $35

_ This test visualizes build-up of plague in

the carotid arteries that may lead to stroke.

ABDOMINAL AORTIC ANEURYSM (AAA)... $35
95% of ruptured AAAs result in death.
The majority of victims have no symptoms.

ARTERIAL DISEASE (PAD) TEST ........ $35
Ultrasound is used to detect poor circulation
and blockages in the legs.

THYROID ULTRASOUND .....eeonennnnnn $35

Scan to rule out cysts, nodules, goiters & tumors.

ABDOMINAL ULTRASOUND ............. $85 -

Helps identify cancers/disease of the liver,
pancreas, kidneys, gallbladder and spleen.

HEART SCAN- ECHOCARDIOGRAM ... $95

Screening to view wall motion, valves, enlarge-
ments, calcifications, stenosis, prolapse, blood
clots, tumors & fluid around the heart.

SCHEDULE INDIVIDUAL TESTS

~ or GET ALL 6 ULTRASOUNDS

radiologist. ~ ALL RESULTS & FILMS MAILED TO YOU IN 2 WEEKS.

LIVER, CHOLESTEROL, PSA & TSH are ALSO AVAILABLE

ou
813-689-8909 priypNTION L PLUS | Al Six Ultrase

| °‘*““$ 16
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By SUSAN GREEN

For this month’s Bloomingdale Buzz, we asked young
people at Bloomingdale East Park about spring break,
scheduled for late April in the public schools. We
discovered that all four kids interviewed had the
traditional spring respite scheduled at different times,
depending on what school they attend. '

- What are your plans for spring break?

* Amber Thrasher, 16, of Bloomingdale, who attends. |
Providence Christian School. Her break was in late
March. (L ey a0 ,
“The beach, probably, and the mall. That's pretty Amber Thrasher - Courtney Baugh
much it.” -
Nathanial Workman, 13, attends school in Daytona
Beach. He was on spring break the second week of
March, visiting his dad, Bill Workman, of Bloomingdale.
“I just got back from running a 5K over at BayLife
(Church in Brandon}.”
Courtney Baugh, 9, of Bloomingdale, attends Alafia
Elementary School. Her break will be April 25-29.
“Playing with my friend, Chloe. We normally play
Barbies and play outside, riding our bikes, lots of stuff.”
Clinton Sims, 9, of Bloomingdale, attends Bell Shoals
Baptist Church School. Spring break for Clinton was the
end of March. =~
“We see family [in Georgia o¥ Alabama) or we stay | .
home. ... We usually play games or play things outside.” &

v

P s5 off your check

Community Cleanup Day is coming
The Bloomingdale Homeowners Association: Inc.

Rilans to hold a (.‘.ommumugi Cleanup Day Saturday,

ay 14 at the Hillsborough County par mainte-
nance facility on Natures Way, near Alafia Elementa-
ry Sehool.
The cleanup is made possible by BHA volunteers,
a grant from the Hillsborough County Office of
Neighborhood Relations, residents’ annual member-
ship dues, and the Hillshorough County Parks
Department ¥y
e site will open at 9 a.m. and will close when all

* available dumpsters are full or 1 p.m., whichever

comes first. Waste from commercial businesses will
not be accepted. ]

Appliances, matiresses, water heaters, steel and
other metals, furniture, and non-commercial con-
struction debris will be accepted. Televisions, micro-
waves, computers and their components (printers,
faxes, monitors, etc,) cannot be accepted.

yard waste or regular household trash normally
picked up at the curb cannot be accepted. Hazard-
ous materials including paint; batteries, propane
tanks, household chemicals and waste from com-
mercial activities cannof be accepted.

The BHA is a voluntary, nonprofit organization
run entirely by non-paid volunteers who live in the
community. 1f you would like to help staff the
collection ~ site, please email inbloomingdale-
news@tampabay.rr.com. High school students and
Scouts can earn community service hour credits for
assisting with this project.

.
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of $25.00 or more

o Our Gift To You 5

NEW AMERICAN CUISINE

GrillSmith,com

Valid Monday-Friday only. Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Not valid on gift card purchases or curbside to go. Expires 4/30/11. BRADI11.

459 Brandon Town Center Dr., Brandon, FL 33511
813-651-1610 ¢ www.grillsmith.com

(1003021694 01




Please Join Us!

Friday April 15, 7pm
Easter Movie Night “Twas The Night
Before Easter”
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Sunday April 17 8:15am & 11:15am
Easter Cantata “At the Ninth Hour”

Thursday April 21 7om
Maundy Thursday Service

~Friday April ";3 7pm

P ol , PN D e P B
Clolele ol &_i\. Service{@First UMC B

Saturday April 23, 10am

t':"'-’l""‘*’ | = g P S rCiaANya
A3l EGaasirave yalice

bunday April 24 (Time TE D}
ster Sunrise Service |

Sunday April 24, 8:15am & 11:15am
Tradi flonaﬂ Easter Service

Sunday Agarii 24, 9'45&':?;
Contemporary Easter Se¢

S ? 7 ch '€WS Ol Y
b{'. ;"/4120/;'0\\’5 www.standi ﬁ”?ﬂﬂd OI.0rg

3315 Bryan Road (at Bloomingdale) Brandon, FL
Sunday Worship at 8:15, 9: -f‘r.*s._, and 11:15am
Making a Difference! (813) 689-6849 | info@saumc.net f

UNITED METHODIST CHURGCEH

f Loving Christ, Serving Others,
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Velvet Rope Boutique
pampers prom queens

BY SUSAN GREEN

Attention, would-be
Cinderellas: Prom season
is in full swing and you
might find your fairy god-
mother right here in the
Bloomingdale.area at The
Velvet Rope Boutique.

Lauren Shanks of Val-
rico found her perfect
dress there. In fact, she
found six of them, leaving
her with a dilemma she

.planned to solve with thé

help of boutique co-owner
Tammie Borden.

“I love it,” the 18-year-
old Brandon High School
senior said last month, as
she tried on gown after
gown in what Tammie and
her husband, Comelius,
have dubbed the Narcissus

comner, a raised platform
surrounded by full-length
mirrors and topped by a

‘chandelier. She finally nar-

rowed her selections to
two and made a second
appointment to return
with her mother.

“'m not the best  at
picking out stuff,” Shanks
said. She had -already
checked out a couple of
fancy dress shops in Bran-
don when a friend told her
about the boutique in Pla-
za Bella at Bloomingdale
- Avenue and Bell Shoals
Road.

Shanks said she expects
the Brandon High prom,
set for April 9 at the A La
Carte Pavilion in Tampa,
to be one of the highlights
of her high school experi-

SUSAN GREEN

ence.

The Bloommgdale High
School prom is scheduled
for April 16 at ClubFUZE in
Tampa.

The Bordens hail from
New Orleans, relocating to
the Tampa area to escape

_the destruction of Hurri-

cane Katrina in 2005. He
had a career in health care
and she worked in sales.
The couple decided to
open the boutique, de-
scribed as Tammie’s
“dream closet,” in July
2009 after they both lost
their jobs to layoffs.

Party masks, chande-
liers, feathered boas and
emblems of New Orleans
Saints football help create
a ‘Mardi Gras atmosphere

in the shop, which also
sells jewelry, shoes, hand-
bags and other accesso-
ries.

Popular this year are
long, flowing gowns in col-

.orful prints or royal blue |y

with fabric falling off the
shoulder and skirts split at
the front or side. Sequins
and fancy designs. that

show off the back are also

in demand, Tammie said.
Customers don't have to

worty about seeing the

same dress on a rival, ei-

BOUTIQUE, Page 16

Lauren Shanks of Valrico
tries on a prom gown at
The Velvet Rope Boutique,
as co-owner Tammie Bor-
den provides guidance.

Anew Carerai conditonng system will sove you money every month, thanks to energy-efficient technology
that can help lower your cooling cost by 56%!*

9300 Federal Tax Credits
1,325 Foctory Rebates ‘-

§1,625 TOTAL SAVINGS™*

1Fyourair condifoner is more than 7 years old, cll s and well come out.onid do o free Energy Evaluafion of
Your system, and show you what you can Save. Since your aircondifoner uses as much as halfof your energy,
a new Carrer system can have o big effect on your energy bill. -

802 4th Street S.W, Ruskin, FL 33570 i
(813) 641-1811 or (813)-641-Cool |

Wilhel D A
) =) www.wilhelmhtgandac.com
’ . License # CAC 1814397 |
' a.yPa T With Approved Credt
Ca:vh or Checks Accepted @l m |m_ﬂ ]
2T R BN r'
Par N £
S ";f"‘\ 1' e
;.- FACTORY .7\ E
: DEALER ‘2] 2
B3 sy I
6 B v )
: armer : x
| ONA NEW CARRIER SYSTEM™
turn to the experts‘ I|_-,’ w7 Mustpresentcouponath‘me0fservice.ExpiresGlSO/2011
* s compared o a Carrier 10 SFER air conditioner, ** - Rebale savings range from $50 1o $1 325depend|ng on eqmpmenlpurchased HveStayEmijsIlptmnaJ Exp|res 6/30/2011. See dealer for defails.
Federal tax credits of up to $300 on quaifying Eneyay Star epalpment. See your tax advisor for qualifications. Must be placed in service prior Lo 12/31/2011.




Pet of the month

| Daily Specials |
Mon. - CHILIDOG ~ °2
" Tues. -BANANASPLIT 3
Wed. -ANY SALAD 5 w3

" Thurs. - PEANUT BUTTER
cup SUNDAE 3

Meet Rudy

This is Rudy; a Chow Chow that Jack & Julie Michalek rescued from Ani-
mal Control as a stray when he was approximately a year old. He is cur-
rently 9 yrs old. He loves gveryone, especially kids and enjoys his eve- y,
ning treats after his walk. Send your pet of the Month Nominations to | 5%
The Chadderton Group, Keller Williams Realty, (813) 699-1500. Or visit Pt . " . . —
<—~ ‘?ur website, wwwchaddertongroup com T 42 N < WSS WEARE

MORE THAN

JUST ICE CREAM.

i A Countfy Cat House | & e

A Five Paw Feline Resort ‘@%@ %%

-"Your Peace OF MinD AND
~ Your CaT's CONTENTMENT I5
: WorTH THE Trip.”

ks (Canphe s Dafryland -

SAVE 2! SAVE *1

; ' |
&t 1
i :
I
Celebrating our | E
19" Hnniversary || WITHPURCHASEOF 1 ONANY .
: | Expires 4/30/11. One couponpﬂmperwsn Notvatldwrth anyotheroffer 11 Expires 4:30/11. One coupon per group per visit. Not valid with any other offer.
We Pampurr Ouf Boarded Kitty Guests With: | | = ° ssssessmms e R _

* Large, Custom Cat Condos, Villas & TV Suites
» 3-Lavel Treehouses » Private Aquarium Views

+ Huge Windows with Cat Views overlooking
Tropical Gardens with Fountains & Koi Fish Ponds
{for lizard and bird watching)

s o Camphells Dafryland
I

i

I

I

i |

= Daily Activities: N
1

1

1

I

[}

SAVE $3 'SAVE 1

WITH PURCHASE OF - ON ANY
&, $15-3 OR MORE i wWOw BURGER

* Catnip Fiesta Nights e Cat-aerobic Classes
» Rodent Behavior Studies * Bird Watching

» Massage 5ervice » After Hours Snack Menu :
Brochures & Tours Available
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* Raom Service « Maid Service §

Panmil #PO1018440

' 685-1189 o 200 S. Parsons Ave., Brandon

Just one block South of 60, North of Brandon Hospital E
Open Monday-Thursday 11-10 = Friday 10:30-11 » Saturday 11-11 « Sunday 1-10 g

15501 BDYE'ITE RD.  RIVERVIEW o 654-2267 54-GATS vt
Miaml, FL call for information 306-279-9‘?7!16 - )Iwww “'f’o‘i'm-'ﬁi".ﬁ#iﬂfﬁ"pa S . . ._. l . l .
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 Primrose School sprouts on Bloonﬁngdale Avenue

By SUSAN GREEN

The sign announcing a
new Primrose School on
Bloomingdale Avenue has
boasted, “coming soon,”
for years, but it took Ketan
and Ami Gohil of Tampa to
get the enterprise off the
ground. -

Now a 10,500-square-
foot preschool building is
rising fast on the lot at 1280
Bloomingdale Ave., just
west of Bloomingdale High
School.. -

“It's like watching a
child growing up,” said Ke-
tan, who will co-own the
school with his wife. The
Gohils hope to start classes

after Ami spent three years
as a teacher at the Prim-
rose School in Westchase,
where the Gohils live with
their two daughters, Maya,
8, and Sonia, 5. The Gohils
said they were impressed
with their children’s expe-
riences in the Primrose
program.
The
Primrose chain touts a
“balanced learning” cur-
riculum that targets aca-
demic and social - skills
through a variety of educa-
tional experiences, includ-
ing teacher-led classes and
children’s hands-on explo-
ration. Lessons are tailored
for different ages, from 6

Georgia-based

County, joining three
Primrose franchises in
Tampa and one in Lutz.
Ami had a career in
banking and insurance be-
fore her children were
borm. After she became a
mother and the girls were
enrolled at Primrose in
Westchase, she began vol-
unteering and then joined
the staff, where she cur-
rently is a pre-kindergar-
ten teacher.
“Ilove the balanced cur-
riculum,” she said, adding

‘that the program includes

animal puppets to help

teach children about kind-

ness and “everything chil-
dren need to know to. in

dren, with transportation |

provided for pupils at Ala-

fia and Cimino elementary |

schools in Bloomingdale.
Teacher-to-children ra-
tios will range from 1 to 4

for infants to 1 to 12 for |
preschool and after-school |

children, Ketan said, add-
ing that in most categories
supervision exceeds state
standards. /

The Primrose campus

will encompass a 10-room
building and ‘four play- "

grounds, so that children
can be separated and pro-
vided age-appropriate at-
tention, Ketan said. The
school is licensed for up to
184 children.

SUSAN GREEN

Ami and Ketan Gohil stand next to a display announcing

the opening of Primrose School, with two of the pup-

pets used in teaching preschoolers. The school is expec-
ted to open in July.

>
lieves the

surrounding
community holds “fami-

is acceptjﬁg registrations
for the fall. For informa-

in July. weeks to 5 years old. the first few years of life.” Ketan, a business con- lies that believe in the val- tion, call (813) 438-5980 or |
The couple said they  The Bloomingdale  The_ Gohils said their sultant, said the Bloom- ue of development of chil- visit primroses- o

bought the Bloomingdale school will be the fifth to school also will accept be- ingdale franchise was ap- dren for the future.” chools.com/Blooming-

franchise early this year open in Hillsborough fore- and after-school chil- pealing because he be-  Primrose Bloomingdale dale. > l

IT’S NOT TOO LATE
CLUB Z! CAN SAVE YOUR GRADES!

. One-0n-0ne Tutoring In Your Home

e One-0On-One ¢ In Your Home
 Reading © Math

e SAT/ACT Prep » FCAT Prep
e Qualified Teachers e Flexible Schedules

Serving All of Brandon, Bloomingdale,
Fishhawk & Riverview Areas

813-620-3/764

www.clubztutoring.com * Call For Derails




No matter what
the occasion...

- 95 Majik Touch Clean Touh Cleaners

25 YEARS IN BUSINESS

207" OFF 20" OFF

! Shirts & Dry Cleaning .' Shirts & Dry cleanlng

[ |
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20% OFF 20" OFF

'

1
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|

I ENTIRE ORDER T Wedding Gowns, Co

: Shirts & Dry Cleaning !! Blankets, Alterations, Drapos I
P
B

valid on incoming orders only. No Exceptions. 3 I Valid on Incoming orders only. No Exceptions.

Not valid with other coupons or promotions. I Nt vaiid with olher coupons or promotions.
1 ¥ Minimum order of $5.00,

COUPON EXPIRES 4/29/1 i mromm“ a/zD/i1

u'.g;

Not valid with other coupons of promotions. ®

EST

OF BRANDON

The Brandon Newss & Tribune Readers’ Poll '10

. LOCATIONS

APOLLO BEACH e 220 Apollo Beach Blvd.......... 645-1499
BLOOMINGDALE e 3513 Bell Shoals Rd............. 654-9292
BLOOMINGDALE » 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest........... .654-8113

BRANDON e 11393 Causeway BV ................. 643-6944
LITHIA © 16707 FishHawk BIV. ......ccc.ocorvreere 654-7991
RIVERVIEW ¢ 11697 Boyette Rd ............ ..672-1832
RIVERVIEW e 13414 Boyette Rd. ...New ........... 657-8497
RIVERVIEW © 13196 Hwy 301 S........... W 671-4156
VALRICO © 1985 E. Brandon BIVT .......c..cueemeves 654-2324
VALRICO ® 2511 SR. 60 E...oococnrvcnvsivies 643-4825

Q003015016-02
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choirs sang one song to

Bloomingdale High hosts
annual chorus evaluations

By SUSAN GREEN

The risers at Blooming-
dale High School "were
busy last month for Hills-
borough County’s annual
Music Performance As-
sessment chorus adjudica-
tions, known as the MPAs,
which have been likened
by educators to FCAT ex-
ams for music students.

Hundreds of high
school students from cho-
rus groups across Hillsbor-
ough County took the
stage to blend their voices
for four judges, who could:
assign scores ranging from
poor to Superior.

Bev Sutherland, chorus
director at Bloomingdale,
said a total of 220 Bloom-
ingdale students in four

Bloomingdale High chorus director Bev Sutherland directs
the school's Advanced Ladies Chor in a rendition of “Hom-
age” 3 1

accompaniment and one a  sessment. All four choirs
cappella for the annual as- received superior ratings.

SUSAN GREEN

Miguel Oquendo, assistant chorus director at Bloomingdale High, conducts the Men’s

Choir as they sing “Down in the Valley”

i Weeks Seven and Eight Weeks Nine and Ten
: TREMENDOUS i OUTRAGEOUS
TWILIGHT OCEANS i OUTER SPACE

eeks Three and Four : Weeks Five and Six
MAZON RAINFOREST : EXHILARATING CAVE
DVENTURES i CLIMBING

Weeks One and Two
ARCTIC CIRCLE,
HERE WE COME!

Get read for the Adventure of a Lifetime!

Your Treasure Awaits! i

discovering treasure is the ultimate goal! Join us we travel through various extreme
environments of our universe. We will unearth some great wonders on our voyage!

Coming soon
Kids R Kids Circa FishHawk

Located next to Stowers Elementary School and Mosaic.

As we decipher clues, read maps, and work together through cooperation and respect, e "‘_',"a‘

Summer Camp Includes:

o Full Day/Half Day/Drop-in Fridays (HOST)
o Use of Local Pool, Basketball Courts & Playgrounds
«  On-Site Interactive Water Park :
o Fees Include All Field Trips: Rainforest Cafe, Bucs Stadium, Bowling, Devil Ray
Game, Dolphin/Beach Day, MOSI, Ringling Museum, Sun & Fun and more...
o Fees Include Healthy Breakfast, Snacks & Lunch
‘s Computer Games, Video Games: Nintendo Wii & more...
+  In House Entertainment: Reptile Discovery, Magician, Mad Science & more..,

'y <]
n o JAWE Kids.
< _:——‘ Y $13 ‘...-; ‘ 5
ok » for summer camp ¢ _ Voluntary
<« (reg.$155) .~ ~_Pre Kindergarten
,ww;,,;mn\ _ K 2011-12
""‘*tar".:; Il meals &1 1. =» ' r Program
I m Whl . with “Pay forF:"el'EsltE 3f|:ia:" gption
-\"'_l 2 Free Summer VPK wustoesyearsty septt,2011

W 9 « Acelératsd pre-X Cumicukim with Math, Scence, Spanih, MUsic, Sin Language & more. » Acredied by NAEYC,
APPLE, CITA  Preparation for National Ko Standard: -ﬁﬂﬂrﬂpuolhﬂhewn-mmtmdyearsddlrf
o+ Sopt 2011 # Must be Horida resident » Vi fimited snace ini it free 3 hour nly class- Call schiool for class times

Kids R Kids Valrico/FishHawk only
4321 Lynx Paw Trail » www.KRKValrico.com ¢ 657-6200

(Across from Lithia Springs Elementary) Lic # CHC431024
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By MACK AUSTIN

- Normally, when we w15h w,

someone a “safe trip” w
assume that they will be
traveling on a mode of

transportation that has -

been thoroughly inspected
for safety and that they will
be traveling to and from
work in a safe manner.
Bloomingdale and the
surrounding communities
have a large number of
residents who work at
MacDill Air Force Base ei-
ther as military or civilian
workers. An increasing
number of these MacDill
workers are riding HART
buses to and from work.
When they leave for work
each morning, I'm sure
that their families wish
them well and want them
to come home safe.
Unbeknownst to many
* omingdale residents,

\
.- several years now,

many of these MacDill
HART bus riders have
made the long trip to and
from MacDill standing up.
Yes, 1 said standing up.

MacDill AFB.

Children are.not allowed
to ride standing up on
their-school buses for ob-
vious , “safety reasons.”
Their parents should not
have to ride standing up

- either!

When I first heard about
this, my first reaction, as a
safety professional for
more than 20 years and a
retired military member,
was that this could not be
right because it was simply

unsafe. In the event of an

isPanels | NIl O

Have a safe t1'1p"

accident = these riders
would be open-to serious
injury if not death. The
riders are having to ride
standing up on HART Ex-
press buses that not only
use local streets but also
use the Selmon Crosstown
and I-75 at speeds of 65
mph or greater?

‘Upon further investi a-
tion, 1 was told that
issue had been addressed
many times but that it had

TRIP, Page 15

Jazzercise helps me
DANCE my way to @

BETTER BODY.

MACHK AUSTIN

Some riders stand on the bus from FishHawk to

*850 HON
“NUCLEUS” CHAIR

FREE

WiTH YOUR HON
OFFICE FURNITURE
PURCHASE OF
$2,500 OR MORE

Offer good while supplies last.
o Desks | AR o

Chairs | Office Furniture Center
* Files | 2117 W. Kennedy Boulevard, Tampa
e Storage [ (813) 254-7253 Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00
o Tables | www.ofctampa.com

HON.

0003024272-01

When's the last time

- YOU danced?

Burn up fo 600 calories in one
fun and powerfully effective
60-minute total body workout.
Real results. Pure fun. \

APOLLO BEACH
6140 N. Hwy 41
(Next'to Hungry Howie's)

MONDAY -SATURDAY 9:00AM
MON/TUE/THUR 6:30PM

BRANDON

755 W. LUMSDEN RD
(Same strip mall as O'Brien's)
Mon/Wed/Fri/Sat 8:15am

Monday-Saturday 9:15am °
Mon-Thurs 5°OO-pm & 6:00pm

* . Membership valid both locations

$30. 00* off With |‘|’\IS AD!

Offer valid for new customers only
Other restrictions may apply:

Expires 4/30/11.

jazzerl:ise@_

Imablythe@hotmull.com
|uzzerc|se.com * (800)FIT-IS-IT

0003023894-01C2

1LOZ “WIddY * 3L1IZVD TTVADONINOOIE IHL T
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Softhall at a young age

BY KIM WALLACE

Bloomingdale
League isn't just t-ball and
baseball for boys these
days — they.also have Mi-
nor B Softball for girls.

I got the privilege of
watching this young team
play. I always thought of
little girls at the age of 6, 7
and 8 as not having the
best coordination. Boy was
I proven wrong.

The coaching staff of the
Cardinal team at Bloom-
ingdale Little League is
made up of Jeff Carter,
head coach, McKenzie
Carter, Savannah Aversa,
Stan Adams and John Ben-
nett. This coaching staff is
dedicated to teaching the
fundamentals of softball to
these little girls:

Jeff Carter, a Blooming-
dale resident who grew up
in the Brandon area and

Little §

Peyton Carter with big
sister McKenzie Carter
during a game against East
Point. Peyton is happy her
sister is coaching her team!

graduated from Brandon
High School in 1982, went
on to the University of
Tampa and graduated in
1987. Jeff was drafted by
the Montreal Expos in 1987

T i

and traded to Chicago
White Sox. :

Jeff played severt years {8

professional baseball,
pitching for both teams. In
1992 made his Major
League Baseball debut for
the Chicago White Sox.
Since then Jjeff mairied
and started a family. But
that didn’t stop Jeff from
coaching and teaching

baseball. His oldest daugh- ,
Emily Lipp swings with all her power to make a hit for her

ter McKenzie Carter start-
ed playing softball when
she was 9 years old. At that
time Jeff also took an in-
terest in coaching girls
softball.

In 2005, Jeff, mangerofa
Softball. all-star ~ team,
along with coaching staff,
Steve Tarte and Dane
White took this team to the
Florida State Champions,
Southern Regional Runner
Ups. This is further than

= =k

iy =t 3T

team.

any Bloomingdale LL Ma-
jor Softball team has ever
advanced.

Now his daughter
McKenzie is graduating
from Bloomingdale High
School. McKenzie signed a
scholarship to play softball
at Elon University in North
Carolina. Her experience
and the help of her father

KIM WALLACE

teaching have paid off for
her. Jeff’s son, Zack has
also played baseball since
he was little. He now plays
baseball at Bloomingdale

High, Peyton his 8 year old &

is also showing interest in
the game. She is excited to
have not only her dad
coaching, but also her big
sister.

Jeff Carter telling Sydney
Cornett and Delaney Ries
after two innings what a
good job they did hitting.

McKenzie Carter assistant
coach for Cardinal gives
Emily Kozelka little pep talk!

2
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About Real
Estate

It all adds up

As you search and tour |
homes that appeal to you,
how can you be sure that
the asking prices are in
line with current values?
Begin by asking your real
estate agent to collect
comparables and prepare
a Comparative Market
Analysis (CMA). This re-

‘port indicates market
trends by showing wheth-
er similar
homes in
the area are
selling for
above or
below the
" asking price
Ray of the home
Chadderton () you've
S a—saeselected:

Using the comparables
that your agent re-
searched, you'll be able to
figure the average cost per
square foot for the area,
and determine if the
home you want compares
favorably with those fig-
ures. Total the square
footage of several homes
and divide by the number
of homes to get an aver-
age. Total the “sold” pric-
es of each home and di-
vide by the number of
homes to get an average
selling price. '

Now, divide that aver-
age selling price by the
average square footage to
produce the average price
per square foot for homes
in the area. When you
multiply that average
price per square foot by
the square footage of the
home you want, you'll
discover how your choice
compares, and then you'll
know if you're looking at a
fair price,

Other factors like the
seller’'s motivation or
urgency may also affect
your offer, so talk to your
agent about that CMA and
take the next step!

Chadderton Real Estate Group
Keller-Williams Realty
(813) 699-1500
www.chaddertongroup.com

many months. But the
lives of these riders have
no price. The organiza-
tions responsible for their
safety must immediately
put safety rules in place.
These rules must be strict-
ly enforced. It only takes
one accident to result in
lives lost or - serious in-
juries. :

Our residents and those

who work to protect and
defend our country de-
serve a safe ride to work.
No family should have to
worry about whether their
loved ones will come
home safely from work.
Whoever is responsible
for ensuring the safety of
our MacDill military
troops and civilian work-
ers riding these buses

TRIP

From Page 13

not been resplved. There
has been a lot of “dis-
cussion” but no solution.
The solution may not be
simple. I'm sure there are
logistical and financial is-
sues. It has been “under
study and discussion” for

must take whatever action
is required and do it now
before someone is hurt.

about this serious safety
issue for MacDill workers
should contact the follow-
ing via email:

ginbotham
member of DOD-MacDill
AFB Support Committee ;

oughcounty.org

¢ Col. Lenny Richoux/
Commander, 6th Air Mo-
bility Wing, MacDill AFB:
6AMW.CC@us.af.mil

¢ David Armijo, HART
CEO: armijod@gohart.org

Anyone -’ concerned

+ Commissioner Al Hig-
(District 4), are not those of the
Bloomingdale Gazette, its

publisher or staff.

The opinions expressed

_‘I y-\-?‘ -
| )"___J;?.-.

Spend your Summer at Seacamp -
For Teens 12-17 - Three 18 day sessions

et}
~ -
&

Exploring the coral reef since 1966 3

Dive into the beauty of the Florida Keys! L)
1300 Big Pine Avenue Big Pine Key, FL 33043 e

1.877.SEACAMP * dive @S€acampP.OrE s e seomstr

eacamp org

Summery Cany -

.. _n: i E,W{F II] "
Summer s
"~ June 13™ - August 19t
 Weelly Thenes & Theme Days  Ice Crean SociaandPizzaFrties:
* Arts & Crafs & Friendship Play * Bouncy House & Giant Slide

 Academic Summer Fun ~ Outdoor Water Play:
- Music, Sports and Games 2 Field Trips Per Week
) Sign Up Today!

Kids Club Junior Camp - $90.00
: K5 through 5th 6rade
(includes all field trips and weekly activities)
$10 Registration Fee - Includes Camp T-Shirt

6001 Christy Lane

Located off Bloomingdale near 301 0z01.01

R @iffercni: Species
of Summer Camp.

Camp is a time to make new friends, try new things, come face-to-face with a giraffe and challenge 8
coastar. For more than 25 years Busch Gardens and Adventure Island have providad studenis with inis) :
exciting dingheducational camp experiences, and we look forward to having your ehild join us this yeas

" Wa oﬂlr_o;mpa for animal lovers, coaster enthusiasts, future veterinarians and ayerything in bet
Difyy camps aro available for students in preschool through high school. For studants in bth gradethie
Y ‘callege, we offer unique resident camps that include overnight stays at Busch Gardens.

v

biiity subjsct to change ©20711 SeaWorld Parks & Entertainmert, Inc. All rights raserved,

3 REGISTER NOW!
s BuschGardens.org * 1-877-BGT-CAMP

- e

0003021078-01

pricing, and

B Y Y S —

Ballet Boot Camp f

Ages 4 & up

in one week sessions
Acrobatic Camp
Ages 6 & up

In one week sessions
June Summer Workshop

Ages 4-Adult

July-August Summer Intensive
Ages 4-Adult \

-

161 Bloomingdale Ave., Brandon

813-684-4282

www.brandondance.com
Alice Holden Bock. Director
tdc@brandondance.com

RESIDENCE OF
BRANDON BALLET

1102 YAV ¢ IELIZVYD FTVADNIWOOTE IHL

HigginbothamA@hillsbor- 5
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BOUTIQUE

From Page 8

ther, her husband said.

“We register each dress
| for each girl so there’s only
one at each school,” he
said. “The majority of the
#l dresses are one only, any-
| way.”

Walk-ins are, welcome,
but -Tammie encourages
girls to make appoint-
ments so that she can give
them one-on-one guid-
ance.

Her best advice?

“It's not about the glitz
and glamour of the dress,”

she said.

Prom season is among
the busiest times for The
Velvet Rope, but Tammie
said fancy sundresses and
party frocks for the sum-
mer, as well as mother-of-
the-bride gowns, typically
sell well once the high
school dances are over.

Store hours are 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m: weekdays except
Thursday, when the shop
stays open until 8 p.m.
Weekend hours are 10 a.m.

to 5 p.m. Saturday and 11 f

a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday.

- For * information, . call -
(813) 381-3865 or email
velvet.rope@ymail.com. '

. she said. “It’s what fits you
well. It’s kind of all about
the flow. You make the
| dress; the dress doesn’t
make you.”

Other deciding factors
might include choosing
the dress that can work
again for weddings or oth-
er special occasions, she
said. Prom dresses at the
shop start at about $250,

KIM WALLACE Tammie and her husband,

Cornelius, pictured with
their 3-year-old daughter,
Christina, opened The -
Velvet Rope Boutique in
the Plaza Bella retail cen-
ter in 2009.

Sprihg’ has arrived

-Spring is finally in the air in B_loomingdale!

Thank You! To all of our Loyal Customers
and Readers of The Brandon News & Tribune
for our 3rd Straight Selection as

T he Best Roofer in Brandon.

We are a CERTIFIED ROOFING &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Specializing In:
Roof Replacement ® Roof Repairs
Home Repairs & Construction

 Call Today for A Free Quote
www.Shingle-Masters.com

CC# 1513621 CCC# 1328724

S13.661.-4600

MFAB?URT CERTIFIED Ellt

WEATHER STOPPER ﬁﬂDFlNG CONTRACTOR




By KIM WALLACE .

Taylor Guerrier, owner
and operator of PYR TreJo-
lie Desserts, recently part-
nered with Francisco Mal-
donado to bring a new
dessert/ice cream shop to
the . Bloomingdale aréa.
The new shop is located at

R T I . R A W N C RR s, el

TreJolie Desserts serves

PYR TreJolie Desserts comes to Bloomingdale

all types of novelty des-
serts — from fresh made
ice cream, Italian ice and
ice cream cakes, to spe-
cialty cakes and fresh daily
baked goods from the PYR
Bakery. They wanted to
bring more than just an ice
cream shop to the area.

in New York, and worked [ AT : : i
in Bartow, where he and [F = 0¥ P i o
Francisco worked togeth- |5 2
er. Taylor decided that he [
wanted to work closer to |
home to be with his family, |
Come by the bakery and |
check out all their new £ &
types of desserts. You [
won't be disappointed. I

4344 Bell Shoals Road.

Taylor Guerrier serves customers Orlando Jr. and Marc Rodriguez.

Taylor owns two shops

KIM WALLACE
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Assisted Living Residence.
_ g
Lic. No. AL9582

 Cetebrate

at our premier assisted living residence.

Delaney Creek Lodge

Where it's Never Too Late
to Live'Happily Ever After

L » i
ok

r 4 s
320 South Lakewood Dr., Brandon
813.655.8858

www.delaneycreeklodge.com
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Hinntion thisad amt toceive 20% olt one em.,

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SPECIALIZING IN FULL DETAIL

= Mowing

o Edging

¢ Line Trimming
s Hedge Trimmiog

L dmuw
e Iandscape Lighring
. Tree/Palm Trimming |
A Sod Instalfation
el d ,--ammw,

7 “M&n f ) Call Jeft for
M FREE Estimate
| 813-503-2828
Office
813-737-6707 §

»

Car Show at Bloommgdale Pizza brought out some unique cars to show off!

I Bloomingdale Pizza to host once a month car show

By KIM WALLACE

Al Carapella, owner of -

Bloomingdale ‘Pizza, will
now host a car show the
first Saturday of every
month, The car show is a
way to get the community.

i to come out and show off

their cars and have some
fun while enjoying good
food, music and prizes. -

Al Carapella comment-
ed that he feels it is very
important to be a part of
and involved with our
community.

The March 5 car show
was a huge success. Ed

*and Sandy Cullins spun

the tunes and had some
Pveaways

oomingdale Pizza also

offered thear daily spec1a1

with $1 drafts and pizza
specials all day.

The day ended with the
following car. show win-
ners. Bill MacGuire came
in first with his 1958 Chevy
truck. Jack Armold took
second place with his 1976
Dodge Dart and Jamie
Poole was the winner of
the People’s Choice Award
with his Porsche.

So mark your calendar
for the first Saturday of
every month and come on
out and be a part of this
fun event. There is no en-
try fee for the car show and
everyone is welcome.

For more information
contact Bloomingdale Piz-
za located on Bell Shoals
Road in the same plaza as
Beef ‘O’ Brady’s.

Bloomingdale Resident
Tod Howard

“ Busohs OF (Qua&ty” o

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PRESSURE WASHING.
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES =
EXPERIENCED. 654
& and RELIABLE

56496
966-3601

{if www.BloomingdalePainting.com

KIM WALLACE

ACGu

“We're the guys

524.99

AC TUNE UP . SERVICE CALL

(21 POINT INSPECTION)

Sales, Service, & Installation

License#CMC1249804

Now Qt[ glﬂOSgeg!als

$39 99

(PARTS EXTRA)

Because we are
your neighbors!

10-9v2120E000

)

m’s"w:ﬁ‘ Nep iy

* with annual agrecment, some m1rl¢1|nr« nppip -
ST it It LT E LTSS IR T IET

_Kt-l..-stsh.

Call tocay to'schadule a check-up 81 3-850-81 73 "
3 - - =

; b e \ P 0003025061-01
i Fa e ST .
R B T o e w o ST O W N N & S
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Chrls Mentor monitors and gives encouragement to his
‘morning class.

s

New Fitness Center in
Bloomingdale

BY KIM WALLACE

“Mentors Muscles Professional Fitness Training”
recently opened for business at 4326 Bell Shoals Ave. in
the Beef ‘O’ Brady Plaza. Chris Mentors, owner and
operator, is excited to bring a more personal training
and fitness center to the area. -

* Chris commented that he offers a lot more than just
“working out.” His motto? “Friends Don't Let Friends
Train Lite.” Chris also uses his last name to help:

“Mentors” stands for M-otivating E-xercises N-ecessary
Chris Mentor with onie of his mornmg classes
at the new facmty

T-o0 O-btain R-esults.
Chris is a professional fitness trainer, as well as a post

rehab specialist for head trauma and catastrophic

Mijury patients, plyometirics, isometrics, athletic train-
er, cross training, flexibility, boot camps, cardiovascular
conditioning, massage, muscles and joint strength-
ening. He also offers home visits. Chris has also worked
with sports teams and military units, as well as the
average everyday person.

He has developed many cha]lengmg group fitness
programs and one-on-one programs that can and will
allow you to obtain your goal. These programs are all
part of the Mentor Challenge.

To check out this new fitness program, visit Mentors-
Muscles.com

Mu HT n;’,‘ :

ey 0 <
USCLES
't Lot Friemds Trak

New Fitness Center is located at 4326 Bell Shoals Road.

KIM WALLACE

¢ Steel

e Wood

* Composite

¢ WindPro Hurricane Doors
~» Commercial Doors

e LiftMasters Openers

Installations - Repairs - Licensed * Bonded « Insured

313-684-7744

www.mastergaragedoor.com

Lict SP15487

1OZ TRdV ¢ 3113ZVO ITVAONINOOTE THL S
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Campo Family YMCA
hosts health fair

By SUSAN GREEN ..

The theme was “Future
Trends in Health. Care,”
but visitors to Health Fair
2011 last month- at the
Campo Family YMCA were

-also treated to information
. from dance studios and

day spas among the more
than 70 exhibitors.

The Greater Brandon
Chamber of Commerce
has sponsored the event at
the Campo Y for eight
years, largely because it

Chiropractor Jackie Fuller-

i ; _ton (left) helps Jay Silver-
5;3‘33 esaﬁdcoggggl e:&ég_ stein of Valrico interpret
dance of health-minded FeSYlts on a computer
people, said Crystal Co- :‘pﬁ?:laef‘:::pl::es::g: on
legrove, member pro- Health Fair 201

gramming, director at the
chamber. She said more
than 700 people attended
the fair this year.

Mike Alfaro was there

with a demonstration of
equipment available .from
Ride-Away of Tampa,

-onto special equipment to

JAPANESE -8
RESTAURANT

Eat the Best &be Healthy too!
» Tempura * Beef Fried Rice o Ninja Beef
o Sushi ® Teriyaki ® Udon
» Shashimi and all the rolls \

° Salze ® Beer ‘Wine

which custom-fits vans for
disabled drivers. Features
include lowered floors to
accommodate .  wheel-
chairs, lifts and hand-op- |
erated acceleration and
brake controls.

The Bloomingdale area
is home to many injured
military veterans who can
use Ride-Away services, he
said.

“Chiropractor Jackie Ful-
lerton said the March 5 fair
was the third she has
signed up to participate in.

Jay Silverstein of Valrico
was among those at Fuller-
ton’s booth who stepped

get a computer reading of
how well he carried his . d s
frame. i )

“'m off-balance, but :
I've known that for years,”
he quipped.

* PHOTO PROVIDED

More than 700 people checked out the displays March 5 at Health Fair 20T at the
Campo Family YMCA. |

(1)

CHAMPION

DWARTF GREENS

River:

GO ALE N

NO In1TIATION FEE  NO ASSESSMENTS NO LoNG-TERM COMMITMENT
NO MiNniMUMS NO 5 % Hour Rounps INO Tee TiME HASSLES

Private Club Member Amenities
o 18-Hole Championship Golf Course o Luxurious Clubhouse
o Tour Quality Practice Facilicy ¢ Jr. Olympic Size Swimming Pool
o 8 Lighted Har-Tru Clay Tennis Courts o Full Service Golf & Tennis Shops -
o 24-Hour Fitness Center o Restaurant / Bar & Grill
o PGA Professional Instruction & Fitting . e John Cochrane Gglf Schools
o Jr. Golf Program & Swim Team ¢ Member Privileges ac 13 Clubs

ROGER ONISHI
Membership Dirccor

FREE GOLF FOR ONE YEAR

For Yor ,\’\ll)\tu i FOURsSOME!

813-653-1554 x232

Ad g I vert TC o inb

Frler Onhine gl www, Jomiiver FHills.coni

vl

.3943 New River Hills Parkway, Valrico, FL. 33596 . J OINRIVERHIL]:S.COM :

- ﬂiﬂm_. Fﬂﬁ » 4:30-




‘who to call.

er
By KIM WALLACE

When Darren Denning-
ton, President of the
Brooker Elementary PTA,
realized his school did not
have enough volunteers to
put together this year’s
Spring Fling, he knew just

Dennington placed a
call to Catrina Miller,
President of the Bloom-
ingdale High PTSA, and
asked if she could lend a
hand.

Ms. Miller went into ac- | &

tion and asked her Na-
tional Honor Society stu-
dents if they would be
willing. to help support
Brooker Elementary by
giving up a Saturday and
volunteering their time to
help the younger children
and their families enjoy a
day of fun. Her students

_Aidn't hesitate.
L

1s. Miller knew this

Left to Right: Laura Jones, Emily Dees, Alec Anderson,

Chris Gleason and Alexis Davidson National Honor Stu-
dents from Bloomingdale High School ready to help out

with Spring Fling.

was not just about a day
of fun; it was about
bringing two schools
closer together and the
community.

Mr. Dennington said,

thanks to the Blooming-
dale High National Hon-
or Society students, this
was one of the best
Spring © Flings  Brooker
Elementary has ever had.

KIM WALLACE

Bria Bequette and Dominique Celerln are ready to serve lunch to everyone at Spring
Fling.

Exp. 43011
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NEW & GENTLY USED CHILDREN'S
CLOTHES (NEWBORN - SIZE 14),
BABY GEAR, FURNITURE; TOYS & MORE!

- 723 W. Lumsden Ave.
lilsprouts2@verizon.net
www.mylilsprouts.com

- 813-65S5-3802 -
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2 Bloomingdale Crimson
Guard ends season
with first place win

The Bloomingdale High School Crimson Guard fin-
ished their winter competition season with a first place
win in thie 2011 Florida Federation of Colorguard Circuit
(FFCC) Premier II Scholastic Class AA Western Division.
The final event was held at Lakewood High School in
Bradenton where the 26-member squad challenged 10
other squads by performing their program titled, “The
- Glass Ceiling.” In the end, Bloomingdale was victorious;
Chamberlain earned a second place spot and Durant
‘and Sickles tied for third. ,
. Directed by Billy Sullivan and assisted by Coleen
Petree, the squad is now preparing for the FFCC 2011
Championship on April 2 at Palm Coast, Fl.
2011-2012 Bloomingdale High School Crimson Guard :
Tryouts - :
May 2-6: 5pm to 7pm
May 9-12: 5pm to 7pm
Auditions on May 13 starting at 5pm _
All paperwork (school physical, insurance, etc.) must
be completed before try-outs and can be picked up in - :
the school office. The Bloomingdale Crimson Guard finished their winter competition season with a first place win in the 201 Florida
For more information, call 744-8018 ext. 223. Federation of Colorguard Circuit Premier Il Scholastic Class AA Western Division.

i
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Thank You Brandon for Uoting us the Best for
Asian/Oriental & Best Family Entertainment and
one of the Best for Sushi!

FOR LUNCH AND DINNER
Exciting Tableside Dinner
Service Traditional Japanese
Cuisine Liquor, Wine & Beer

TOKYO

IR PAINESE  aSi.s , =l S
STE)—\K HOUSE B R S et o T evovatam
., - RNV _Doc GONE HoLisTic

. - Lithia, FL 33547 (S. Brandon area) _
813-651-0842

18 Years df Sushi

Purchase of 25 ot more e Experience SAVE  $200
813-689- 5544 | 13420 Boyette Rd. ¢ Riverview [ " i semponona |
Corner of Bell Shoals & Boyette behind Buffalo Wild Wings s 7 w!,%;gzo}é,ﬁ.ﬁ&,,

Lunch Mon-Thurs 11:00-2:30 Dinner 5:00-10:00
Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30 o Sun 5:00-9:30




BY KIM WALLACE

To see how well the kids
| would do in spelling, me- FSS
. dia specialist Marcy Ring- (S5

dahl at Alafia Elementary

\ put on a reading incentive.
After the students read |
44,069,347 words .and |
3,415 books at an astonish-

{ mg 90 percent participa-
\ fion rate, the students W

were rewarded with a spe- : SR Y : TR e |
c1a1 outdoor lunch and These 5th gi'ade boys are enibying lunch. Front: Michael . |
 free time to spend with McLaughin, Jon Hyatt, Wyatt Brimner, Zachary McKinon .
| their friends. They were Back: Anthony Stubbs, Paoll Izzd and lan Hapeman
| allowed to wear crazy hats 8 " : RS
| or have a crazy hair style.
‘ They each got prizes for all
| their hard work.

Marcy stated that the
more interesting and fun
you make it for kids to
read, the more apt they
will be to pick up a book.
| Alafia has more events
| coming up for reading in

|

ol
1
[d

Gabby Savmon, Lexie Chevalier, Devm Mason and Isaelba

‘ kids are excited about that. goal. Braders who met i ngl

Circle F Dude Ranch Camp is Florida's
premier camp. This sleep-away
camp is close to home, centrally

located and only a short drive from

clmost enywhere in Florida. Perfect for X : . _
first-time or seasoned campers! ' "o B "~ NEW FOR 2011
" - - EGQ-FHIEI'DI-Y CﬂOLIHG SYSTEM

BOOK NMOW!
Enrollment is Limited!

CALL US NOW TO REGISTER

® 863.676.4113

www.circlefduderanchcamp.com
LAKE WALES, FL

40z ¥V ¢ 31132V ITVaINIWooTaaHL B -
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Vera Bradley’s daughter visits

‘The Green Boutique

By KIM WALLACE

On Tuesday, March 8,

. Joan  Bradley Reedy,

daughter of Vera Bradley

made an appearance at
The Green Boutique.

The Green Boutique is
rated with Vera Bradley at
the highest level, or desig-
nated as a platinum store.
Julie Frick, a consultant for
Vera Bradley in eight
counties in the Tampa Bay
area, commented that The
Green Boutique is one of
the top suppliers area.

Roz Creager, owner of

The Green Boutique, does

all of her ordering through
Ms. Frick. Due to The
Green Boutiques designa-
tion of being a platinum
store, Ms Frick spoke with
her director of marketing,
Monica Edwards, to see if

Joan Bradley Reedy would
come to the Tampa area
for a signing and meet
their customers. Joan
Bradley Reedy agreed to
do just that.

She only made three ap-
pearances in Florida dur-
ing her visit. Her first stop
was for the Seaside Run
Half Marathon and 5K
runs in Seaside, Florida. All
proceeds from both races
benefit The Seaside Neigh-

borhood School. All mon-

ies raised will stay in the
commiunity and will be
used to enhance school
programs. Vera Bradley is
one of the main sponsors
for this run, They provided
a bag for each of the 3000
runners.

Her second stop was at
The Green Boutique for a
Vera Bradley signing. Roz

and her staff were very i

excited about Joan Bradley
Reedy coming- to meet
their customers. Everyone
who attended the event

received a Vera Bradley gift |F

and was able to draw for
$5, $10 or $15 dollars off
Vera- Bradley purchases.
They also had 3 drawings
of Vera Bradley products
and the grand prize was a
$100 gift card to The Green
Boutique. o o

The new summer col-
lection of Vera Bradley de-

buted on March 24. Please
-come by and check out the

new designs and ask for

Debbie, who will be more |
than ‘happy to assist you |

with all your Vera Bradley
purchases. ¢

As for upcoming events, &

The Green Boutique has
BRADLEY, Page 25

. "S‘p{l. nish T A

There’s som

“at Bell Shoals Ba

oy

EERELLSHOALS
BAPTIST CHURCH
“The Fellowship of Encouragement”

Dr. Stephen Rummage, Sr. Pastor
2102 Bell Shoals Road

Brandon, Florida 33511
bellshoals.com

ething for everyone
tist Church!

"';(‘hough amystery to many

Ana and Mariana Bernal with Joan Bradley Reedy

Hollinsummer. 2011

July 10-15, 2011

Rising seventh-eighth graders .
July 10-22, 2011

Rising ninth-twelfth graders

Students from all over the-country will live on
fhe Hblliné campus |n Roénpkg: .yirginia, take
“two nbncrecji_t classes, choose from eight »Eports

 clinics and rock climbing, and enjoy other ‘
extracurricular activities. - ;

For more information:
800.456.9595 or 540.362.6401

www.hollins.edu/hollinsummer

0003014511-01
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- 1)|20\"] 333 & 510 Vonderburg Dr., Brandon * 813-684-8600 |

, . Hours: M-F 9am-6p,m * Saturday & SundayCLOSED | e
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Jeen asked to partner with
Lindsey Phillips, the cre- |.
ator of the popular Switch

Flops line. She developed
her product from a high
school art project. Lindsey
Phillips is trying to. bring |
awareness to the online

organization Donorschoo- ||
se.org. This is a site where
teachers post needs for
their un-funded school
projects. There are already
at least 146 postings for
Valrico: alone. Lindsey
Phillips will be visiting The
Green Boutique sometime
in May. The Green Bou-
tique will also be holding a
teacher appreciation event [Br:
on that day. There will be
plenty of goodies for at-
tending teachers. To find |§g
out about upcoming
events to be held by The
Green Boutique, visit their [
website at www.greenbou- £
tique.net

UG Wiy + 31132y TTvaoNINDOTS 3HL [N

The Green Boutique staff
welcomes Joan Bradley
Reedy daughter of Vera
Bradley: Left to right Sum-
meyr Lane, Debbie Brus,
Joan Bradley Reedy, Roz
| Creager, Matt Creager and
r;&; Julie Frick

KIM WALLACE

IN A qnnv.v _ =5
Prescriptions filled within

¥ minutes in our drive-thru
» YOUR LOW COST PRESCRIPTION OUTLET

"4 | MEDROCK
S X PHARMACY |

- WE accept transferred prescriptions!

v

1‘

PR

_________________________________________________

e

Building B (Drive Thru, Old Colonial Bank) by Eichenfeld Dr.

02 ——

Across from Bay Area Cardiology
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Bloomingdale Community Station Notes

By MASTER DEPUTY
CURTIS WARREN

On March 22, 2011, 1 completed
my first year as the Community
Resource Deputy (CRD) for Bloom-
ingdale. I can’t believe it has already
been a year: It has been a very good
year with many important improve-
ments in crime prevention and in
our success in working effectively
with the Bloomingdale and sur-
rounding communities.

One of the major changes that
took place this year was the moving
of the Sheriff's Community Station
from the Bell Shoals site to the new .
location in the business plaza at
3622 Erindale Drive at the intersec-
tion of Lithia-Pinecrest Road and
Erindale Drive. Sandy and 1, along
with the many detectives and Sher-
iff's Volunteer Citizen on Patrol
team members that utilize the sta-
tion, have been very pleased with
the new site. It has provided us with
more room to process investiga-
tions and work community issues.

Service With A Splash

 Equipment Installation,

Service & Repair

o Maintenance Plans
Starting At $65 A Month

» Trained, Professional

Service Techs

13448 Boyette Road

813-657-1054
s el

For the store neardst you call 1-800-234-1618, o viglt our website at www,pinchapunmy.com

c ‘c_n.v'etteIFishHawl-t_ -

We would love for residents to drop
by and let us know about any issues
and concerns you have regarding
the safety and security of our com-
munity.

1 look forward to working with all
of you in continuing the outstand-
ing work that has been done to
make Bloomingdale and the sur-
rounding communities a safer and
more secure place to live and work.

CONTINUED COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT EQUALS
LOWER CRIME RATES

Many successful programs have
been put in place by the Sheriff's
Office to improve the quality of life
in our community. As a deputy [
have worked in several different
sections within the Sheriff’s Office
and continue to stay aware of what
is going on in terms of law enforce-
ment and criminal activity.

Community policing is a major
factor in reducing crime rates and
stopping criminals that invade our

The Perfect People For A Perfect Poo

r anniversary as our Community Resource Deputy

area, The team work and personal
involvement of concerned, dedicat-
ed residents is what makes the big
difference. Those of you Who have
been involved, please continue your
involvement and renew your com-
mitment. When you alert us we can

_ take immediate action and we will

chase down these criminals and gut
them where they belong ~behin
bars! ; e

To those residents who want to
make a positive difference in our
community, it is very simple. When
you see any kind of suspicious ac-
tivity in your neighborhood, call the
Sheriff's Dispatch at (813) 247-8200.
Time is critical in enabling us to
catch the criminals. _

If you haye concerns or issues
you would like to discuss and work
together with other members of the
Bloomingdale community on, I
“invite you” to become a part of or

visit one of the monthly Blooming-

dale Area Community Council

(BACC) meetings. The BACC is

made up of concerned residents,
STATION, Page 27

The residents
of Bloomingdale
and the sur-
rounding areas
would like to
congratulate e |
‘and thank Mas- [l
ter Deputy Cur- (4 ¥/
tis Warren on
successfully .
completing his
first year as the
Sheriff's Bloom-
ingdale Com-
munity  Re- §
Through  his pacter '
hard work: with Master Deputy Curtis Warren

other Sheriff's deputies, detectives, the Volunteer
Citizens on Patrol and the Bloomingdale Area Com-
‘munity Council (BACC) and other concerned resi-
dents, he has made Bloomingdale a much safer and

more seciire community.

We wish him much success as he continues to

serve and protect.

P,

real. __different.

! e Casual contemporary atmosphere S
“.._e Multicultural Community

e Children & Youth curriculum
: « . Designed with the family in mind

.~ _Grand Opening Service
. N '.Eril 3

A FAMILY CHURCH

relevant.

24 At 1 pm

0003026398-01C1 |
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-omeowner’s association
members and Sheriff’s
officers who work together
to improve our communi-
y. The BACC meets the -

ird Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the
Community Station on
EBrindale Drive, S

One other area that has
proven to be extremely
successful is our Volun-
teer Citizens on Patrol
Program. For those in-
terested please contact
our Crime Prevention
Section at (813) 247-0944
to find out how you can
become an important part
of this great team of vol-
unteers! -

RESIDENTS MUST TAKE
PERSONAL
RESPONSIBILITY

At our March Sheriff’s
Bloomingdale Area Com-
unity Council (BACC)

: “‘1. N E
A

lIl

86 Ul or less, grids & low-e options available

we reviewed the crime
statistics for our area. As I
said earlier crime has
taken a serious drop in
area, down 21.2 percent in
our District IV, which
covers Bloomingdale,
FishHawk and surround-
ing areas,

In reviewing the crime
statistics, we noticed some
obvious patterns as to the

“types of crimes and pos-
sible causes. The first ~

- example - there were
several vehicle burglaries.
Inall of the incidents the
vehicles were left open.
This is just an open in-
vitation for criminals. The
solution — lock up your
vehicles. The second in-
cidents involved home
burglaries. Again the
homeowner made it very
easy for the criminals.

They left their garage door

open. Again the solution —
close your garage door.
These are just two ex-
amples of how residents
can help decrease crime
in our area and not be-
come victims. The respon-

sibility for keeping your

“homes and vehicles safe

and secure starts with you
the resident and home-
owner. Do not make it
easy for the criminals.
With summer coming and
residents already making
plans we would like to
remind you about the
Sheriff's vacation watch
program. Vacation watch
forms are available at the
Community Station for
completing and coordi-
nating a security watch to
be completed on your
home while you are on-
vacation. This very valu-
able service is provided by
our Volunteer Citizen on
Patrol team members.
REMEMBER: « '
If you notice any suspi-

. Cious activity or a crime

being committed, get all
the information you can -
descriptions of individu-
als, descriptions of vehi-
cles and license numbers,
and immediately call the
Sheriff’s Dispatch at (813)
247-8200! Time is very
critical!

T EVv
N WINDOWS, LLC."

» Lifetime Warranties
* Window Styles - Double Hung,
Slider. Casement & Awning

White Vinyl Double Pane $1 8900

Insulated Glass Window

We are members of the Brandon Chamber ..
. I« Bonded = Insured

813-657-2090 » 813-412-2090 pmae—

3811 East State FL 33594 « www.clear-viewwindows.com

Installed
Guaranteed

Road 60 Valrico,

e R Y

=

EXPERIENCE THE

MYSTERIES &

CULINARY DELIGHTS OF INDIA!

ONE OF THE MOST “SOUGHT QUT FOODS" ACROSS THE UNITED STATES....

Live Indian Music Every Friday Night.

. — ‘h%—_ I. I
| i

et CRC

902 E. Brandon Blvd. 813-689-4040

www.tasteofindiafl.us e s

3209710

N
=
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‘\ L‘?col public
@ewmoint | e

21st Century Education
- PCs on every desk
- 100% technology literate T
- 100% web-based curriculum
- School-wide project-based learning
- Professional internships

Small, college-like atmosphere

- Family-like, campus environment

- Casual uniform policy

- Unlimited AP and dual-enrollment options
< Small school environment

Customer-Focused Education

- Indlividualized learning plan

- One-on-one teacher time (in every class)
s - 95% customer satisfaction rating

Tuition-Free
# - district supported school

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES

YES
YES
YES
YES

YES
YES
YES

YES

» mfl 'ﬁh |

= HIGH stlmm

Other local
high schools
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