In This Issue

County adopts new
animal ordinance 4

Bicycle Safety Contest

winner announced 5
BHA minutes 7
Bloomingdale Yard of

tbhe Montb 8
Ace Advice .9
Mobile Watch seeks
volunteers 9
Property Manager’s
Report 10
Welcome to
Bloomingdale 11
Kid’s Essay Contest 11
Higb School news 12
Lawn CPR 13
Substation Notes 14
Letters 17
.

RESIDENTS ON
THE DEFENSE
WITH OFFENDERS
See story on
page 20.

lamingadl

Official Publication of the Bloomingdale Homeowners Association

" Augus 2000}
e gazefe

Volume XX, Number 8

BHA Membersbip Drive 2000

By Laura Frazier, Editor

C p) he Bloomingdale
Homeowners Association
d (BHA) 2000 Annual
Membership Drive is
under way. Notices were

mailed to residents in June.*

The BHA represents all of the residents
of Bloomingdale East and West's 40+ neigh-
borhood sections. Our Board of Directors is
composed of non-paid volunteers residing
in the community.

Through the collection of voluntary
annual dues, the BHA serves
Bloomingdale’s 4000+ residents in many
capacities. The BHA:

ePuts dues monies collected back into
the community through such established
and proven programs as the Bloomingdale
Mobile Watch, Neighborhood Involvement
Program and Deed Restriction

to Hillsborough County government offi-
cials and developers.

A recent survey showed that 90 per-
cent of residents who responded felt that
the BHA was a valuable asset to our com-
munity. With the support and volunteer
efforts of our residents, the BHA will con-
tinue to assist residents in resolving
problems, finding answers and maintaining
Bloomingdale’s standing as a beautiful, safe,
family friendly community.

If you have any questions about the
BHA or the dues drive, please call 681-
2051.All residents are strongly encouraged
to visit our community web site to register
for free BHA e-mail updates.

*If you have not received your dues
notice, please use the form on page 12 of
this issue. For more information, refer to
page 2 for BHA phone, fax, e-mail and
address contacts.

Enforcement Program (please see web
site for details).

*Holds monthly public meetings to
hear and discuss issues directly affect-
ing our neighborhoods (2nd Tuesday of
each month, 7:30 p.m., Bloomingdale
Community Offices, 3509 Bell Shoals
Road, in the Citgo plaza).

*Provides a community office for
all Bloomingdale residents

*Owns The Bloomingdale Gazette,
now in its’ 20th year of publication, our
forum for community news.

*Maintains a community web site
(www.bha-online.org) offering up-to-
date news and information, including
deed restrictions.

*Provides free e-mail updates to res-
idents on timely community issues
concerning crime and safety advisories,
planning and zoning hearings, school
boundary changes, etc.

e Acts as the residents’ advocate for
new sidewalks, streetlights, road signs
and other necessary improvements.

*Provides our community with an
official voice that speaks authoritatively

Choose to make a difference
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Captain Scott Walter, pictured with bis
family at the dedication of the Stepbanie

Ann Culbertson Community Centes, chose
to make a difference. See story on page 18.

3-way stop requested,

see page 0.
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3509 Bell Shoals Rd. ¢ Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 681-2051 ¢ E-mail: BHA@CyberRails.com

Web site: www.bha-online.org
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Your Inside Connections
Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District ... ... .. .. 684-6667
President, Thom Snelling ............. 6819186
Vice President,Tom Mackiewicz ....... 6534145
Treasurer,Don Cassels ............... 681-8855

President . . ... ......ociiieninnans Ted Grable
TrEASUICL . . o o v oo v ee et esae e Pam Liguori
Director . . . . i i i ssamames s .o - Patricia Radel
Director. . . . . s i e ssemies . Ann Underwood
Director . ... cserwem an a wawmi . .. Rodney Biddle
Director. . . . .o i i ol v st o o g - Len Jasczak
Director . . _ ..ol e ai o aas . ﬂlary Cummings
DHLrector . .. miEarsisn i i &% s se o v o o Ken Clinton
Director. .. ol diaesalda 8 e oL Tony Diolosa

Bloomingdale Mobile Watch

Core Commiittee
Coordinator/Equipment Manager

Tony Diolosa, ...................... 681-1146
Treasurer, Paul Kelmer . . . ... . 6819701
StevenHeckel ...................... 6544266
BradScharp ........................ 643-5000
PaulWarr .. ............c0 . 685-7883

Bloomingdale Oaks Special
Taxing District

PO.Box 3132, Brandon, FL 33509-3132

President ... .............. Bill Grace, 685-2817
Treasurer . .. ..........c.ocoveonn Fred Englehart

Meetings ..Second Tuesday each month at 7:30 pm,
3419 Cade Lane, Bloomingdale Oaks

PR R

Share your news with the
community!

Write to Editor, 3509 Bell Shoals Rd., Vairico, FL 33594
Phone (813) 681-2051

E-mail frazierl@tampabay.rr.com

Fax (813) 651-1129

m

Corresponding Secretary, R. Dickey . . . . 689-2177
Recording Secretary, Alice Burleson . . . . 685-1076

Trustee,TimGolden. . . ............... 653-1337
Trustee, PaulAlmeida ................ 661-2018
Property Manager, DPMI ............ 684-6617

S A AR

Meetings |
All meetings take place at the Community Office
at 3509 Bell Shoals Rd.These are monthly public
meetings and all Bloomingdale residents are invited.

BHA Board of Directors Meetings
Second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m.

Special Taxing District Meetings
Second Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.

R R
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The official publication of the BHA
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594

Phone: (813) 681-2051 Fax:(813) 651-1129
E-mail: frazierl @tampabay.rr.com

Executive Director . ............... Joe Liguori
Editor ...... ... ... ... Laura Frazier
Photojournalist . . . ............... Mack Austin
Feature Writer . . . ................ Rosie Trellis
RestaurantCritic . ... ........... Elton Dumont

Published by Manatee Media, Inc.
PO.Box 271880 Tampa, FL 33688-1880
Phone: (813) 964-1919 Fax: (813) 963-5876

Advertising Director. .. .......... Diane Mathes
Publisher. . ..................... Mark Mathes
Classified Sales . ................ Arlene Jacobs
Managing Editor. . . . ............. Anissa Camp
Design & Production . . ... ... Publisher’s Support
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for the Whole Family

Walk-in or by appointment
Cuts, perms and colors
Experienced hair stylists

Customer Service is Our Specialty
& ' -
M. Welly o

Family Han Care
685-3361

Hours: 9:00am - 6:00pm (Tues., Wed., & Fri.)
9:00am - 7:00pm ( Thurs.)
8:00am to 3:00pm (Sat.)

3634 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.

(Next 1o the Farm Stores in Erindale Plaza)

fforda Cus |

Nobody’s
Perfect.

Stephen A. Briggs

Senior Account Agent

LUTC Graduate

Honor Ring

Allstate Insurance Company

611 E. Bloomingdale Ave., Sulte-D
iy g Brandon, FL 33511

Stephen A. Briggs (81 3) 681 '5303

Less than a perfect driver? Call us.

@ Alistate.

You're in good hands.

www.allstate.com
©1999 Alistate Indemnity Company, Northbrook, lllinois. Subject to local availabllity and quallfi-
cations. Other terms, conditions and exclusions may appiy.
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865 E. Bloomingdale Ave.
Bloomingdale Square

e FREE Prizes and Giveaways
¢ Super Sale Prices

e Activities For The Kids g
e FREE Popcorn & Balloons

631-1ACE

(813) 681-1223 Saturday

. Register
to Win a
ucane Grill

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Here kitty, kitty
Hillsborough County adopis
new animal ordinance

On June 28, Hillsborough County commissioners voted
unanimously to adopt a new county animal ordinance.
Effective January 1, 2001, the ordinance calls for new restric-
tions on domestic cats,
including the confinement
of felines to the owner’s
property. Guidelines for the
new ordinance are as fol-
lows:

* All dogs must wear
identification tags when
outside. Cats must wear
tags around the neck or on
the ear, or have a tattoo or
microchip.

+All outdoor cats must be spayed or neutered.

*An existing policy for dogs will be extended to cats. Cats
won’t be allowed to go onto private property without the
landowner’s consent.

Veterinarians must have rabies tags available and will dis-
play information on the new rules.

«Anyone selling more than 20 dogs or cats a year must reg:

August 2000
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ister with the county to obtain a permit.

» Anyone striking or interfering with a service animal may
be cited.

«Fines may rise for some infractions, and fines will be
added to a number of violations that do not currently have
them.

For more information, please call the Hillsborough County
information line at 272-5900.

Wanted: your news and photos!

If you have news and/or photos that you would like to
see published in the Gazette, please send it this way! We are
seeking news and photos involving neighborhood happen-
ings (neighborhood projects, block parties, special concerns
or problems), school news (student and teacher awards,
fundraisers, special events), sports news (sports team sign-
ups, awards won, special ceremonies), club news, business
news (new Bloomingdale area businesses or those owned by
Bloomingdale residents, business move or remodeling,
anniversaries), etc. If you have any questions, please call us at
681-2051. Feel free to fax your news to 651-1129 or e-mail to
frazierl@tampabay.rr.com.

All material submitted is subject to editing for length and
clarity and will be used on a space available basis at the dis- ‘
cretion of the Gazette staff.,

...because they

“I ONLY
TAKE MY
PETS TO
ANIMAL
MEDICAL
CENTER

provide the best care.”

Daisy Higdon of Valrico and her 6 month old kitten, S;'hulzi.

My pet deserves the best. Thats why my
family goes to Animal Medical Center and
Dr. Jim Antunano for our veterinarian care.
Animal Medical Center is a certified
American Animal Hospital with all the serv-
ices necessary to keep my pet a healthy,

happy pet.
Our services include:

m Glaucoma testing

m Complete in-house lab

m Complete surgical suite with isoflurane
anesthesia

m High-tech monitoring equipment:
Surgical pulse oximeter, Doppler unit,
Electro surgery

m Laser surgery mUltrasound

Don't forget...Every pet needs a vet!

(813)654-6222

C
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BHA supports request for
school bus service from Alafia
Elementary to Rec Center

By Laura Frazier, Editor

A group of parents of Alafia Elementary School students
say they could use some help in transporting their children
from the school to the after-school program offered at the
Stephanie Ann Culbertson Rec Center in Bloomingdale West.
Bloomingdale resident Susan Blaylock says,"We have been in
touch with bus route Coordinator Sandy Katvala and School
Board Administrator Bill Maxwell, and have been told that a bus
route from the school to the rec center would not be possible
because the route would cross school district lines.”

Bloomingdale East students currently attend Alafia
Elementary, while Bloomingdale West students (where the rec
center is located) attend Lithia Springs Elementary School.“We
felt that, since we (Bloomingdale East and West) are all one
neighborhood, it was not unreasonable to request bus service
for our kids,” said Blaylock.“Our children just love the program
at the rec center, and it is very affordable for working parents.
But transportation is a problem.The distance and the danger of
crossing Bell Shoals Road prohibit the children from walking or
bicycling. Some (working) parents are having to pick up their
~hildren on a postponed lunch hour to bring them to the after

‘ool program.”

Susan Blaylock attended the July 11 monthly BHA meeting

t leomingdale gazette 6
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to present the parents concerns and request the support of the
BHA.The board approved a motion to draft a letter to the
school board supporting the request. Parents interested in sup-
porting the request are invited to contact Susan Blaylock at
657-0433 or by e-mail at blayjr@mindspring.com.

Bicycle Safety Contest winner

Congratulations to
Bloomingdale resident
James Gordon. James
entered our Bicycle Safety
Contest (July issue) and
answered 8 out of 9 ques-
tions correctly, qualifying
him for the prize drawing.
James rides away with a
halogen bicycle headlight,
courtesy of A J. Barnes
Bicycle Emporium in
Bloomingdale Square.

Thanks to all who
entered the contest. We'll
post the quiz on our web
site (www.bha-online.org)
after August 15 in case
you'd like to check your answers. Elementary and middle
school students can enter our essay contest this month,“When
I am 25..” for a chance to win a $50 Wal-Mart gift certificate.

TS B T TR
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7 Hunting Season Rifle $ 4
¥ Firearm Tune-ups O
{ Includes cleaning, scopes, laser bore sited,
mechanical safety checks.
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BICYCLE EMPORIUM
et Fashioned Service”

Top Brand Bikes
 Gary Fisher « GT
* Giant  Fuji
* Powerlite « Dyno

Sales ¢ Service * Repairs * Accessories

685-2453
(BIKE)

Back-To-School
Special

BIKE TUNE-UPS!

$2ges

(Reg. $34.95)
Valid with Community News coupon
only. Not valld with any other special or
coupon, Expires 9/1/00

881 E. Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon

BLOOMINGDALE

b R’

PUBLIX CENTER

“Your bike is welcome here, no matter where you bought it.”

Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm
Sat. 10am-5pm
Sun. 12pm-4pm

e ———————
e ———————




August 2000

6 tHe)Awmingdale gazette
[ O

Residents reques.t 3-way stop Fitn vk el o I T Y
at Culbreath/Natures Way '
intersection

By Mack Austin

A number of parents of Alafia Elementary School students,
along with members of the Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association and the Alafia Elementary PTA, have expressed con-
cern about pedestrian safety at the busy school crossing
intersection of Culbreath Road and Natures Way. With school
about to start soon and traffic in our area continuing to grow,
something needs to be done as soon as possible to improve
the safety for our elementary school children and their parents.

The busy and often dangerous school crossing intersection at
Natures Way and Culbreath Road. Photo by Mack Austin.

The Bloomingdale Area Community Council (BACC) for-
warded the following letter to Hillsborough County
Commissioner Ronda Storms. Residents and parents are
encouraged to write to Commissioner Storms (PO.Box 1110,
Tampa, FL 33601) to voice their concerns and support for this
recommendation.

July 12,2000

From: Bloomingdale Area Community Council

monthly meeting on June 15, 2000.The main topic of discus-
sion was the serious safety concern brought to the attention of
our Community Resource Deputy by many parents with chil-
dren at Alafia Elementary School.

The main intersection at Alafia Elementary is located
where Culbreath Road and Natures Way meet. Culbreath Road
is a feeder road to Bloomingdale Avenue. It is one of the most
direct routes used by Bloomingdale High students.The traffic
on both Culbreath Road and Natures Way has significantly
increased due to the growth in this area. A new YMCA will _
soon be completed, and the Bloomingdale Little league has als
grown in numbers. Alafia Elementary has also had an increase

To: Commissioner Ronda Storms

Members of the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office

Bloomingdale Area Community Council (BACC) held their
(continued on page 7)

MAJIK TOUCH CLEANERS

Brandon
Oak Park Plaza
717 W. Lumsden

654-9541

Brandon
913 W. Brandon Bivd.
Builders Square Plaza
684-4499

Apollo Beach
220 Apolio Beach Blvd.
645-1499

Bloomingdale
Royal Oaks Shopping Ctr.
Lithia Pinecrest Rd.
654-8113

Bloomingdale
3509 Bell Shoals Rd.
Just S. of Bloomingdale
654-9292

North Brandon
Kingsway Plaza
1213 Kingsway Ave.

Valrico
Valrico Square
1985 E. Brandon Bivd.

Seffner
North Grove Plaza
1515 S. Parsons

Brandon
Lake Brandon Village
11393 Causeway Bivd.
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Not valid with other coupons or on sale items. !
COUPON EXPIRES 8/31/00 1 |

643-6944 684-5897 654-2324 653-4535
‘4 & 4 SHRTS LAUNDERED i . s ANYDRYCLEANING |
' SHIRTS LAUNDERED !
With $5.00 Minimum Dry Cleaning Order,; | OBDER OVER $25.00 :
No exceptions, Limit 10. I Valid on Incoming Orders Only -
! . EACH Blouses, Polo & Boxed Shirts extra ! OFF No exceptio_ns. \/alid only with-coupon.}
Not valid with other coupons. i
BEN e o ) o RO R sl o O . e et kit ekl !
i et el i — e i B L e e e e T S T = |
o WEDDING GOWN, DRAPERY CLEANING, ANY DRYCLEANING !
BEDSPREADS, COMFORTERS, ! !
/O BLANKETS, ALTERATIONS $ 0 ORDER OVER $15.00 |
OFF Valid on Incoming Orders Only - OFF N Vaid (:'l" Incc:;n;g:jg O{dafﬁhonly =~
: o exceptions. Valid only with coupon.;
No exceptions. Valid only with coupon. . Not valid with other coupons. ;
1
]
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(continued from page 6)
in enrollment. Parking for parents during a school day is a great
challenge to say the least. It is almost non-existent. !

The main safety issue involves the increased traffic flow at
this intersection. Controlling the flow of this traffic on a school
day is no less than dangerous for the crossing guard. Children
have to cross Culbreath Road, hoping traffic will stop, with
only a one-way stop sign on Natures Way.

The Safety committee for the Alafia PTA and many resi-
dents believe making this intersection a three-way stop would
require the traffic flow on Culbreath Road to slow down and
stop, thus providing the crossing guard with the needed
restriction to better control the traffic. Protecting children
crossing Culbreath Road would improve significantly.

Previous traffic studies indicated that a three-way stop was
not warranted, based on statistics. When the children, heavy
traffic and rushed drivers are mixed on a school morning, the
reality of the danger is clear.

We would appreciate your assistance in providing the chil-
dren and the parents who utilize this area with the maximum
safety measures we recommend. Your assistance and concern
are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Mack Austin

/ BACC Safety Project Coordinator

t l@mingdale gazette 7
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Association June 2000 meeting
(abridged)

The June meeting of the BHA was held on Tuesday, June
20, 2000 at the Bloomingdale Community Offices.

President Ted Grable convened the meeting and, after the
approval for the May minutes and the Treasurer’s report,
President Grable proceeding to standing committee reports.

The Membership Committee reported that the 2000 dues
notices were ready for postage and would be mailed within 7 -
10 days. Rodney Biddle, chairman of the Community Relations
Commiittee reported that the BHA web site has logged almost
4,000 visits so far. Len Jasczak reported that the issue of
installing streetlights on Culbreath would go to Deputy Maurer
to see if there is a Sheriff’s Department safety issue.

New business included attempting to recruit a volunteer in
the community to act as a “historian” to the BHA. It was also
approved to pay a nominal monthly fee to CyberRails to cover
some of the costs of web posting. The BHA would like addi-
tional residents to serve on the Board of Directors and is
particularly interested n appointing a Vice President and a
Secretary.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

$ () PER MONTH*
*Standard Active Treatment $2616 (o $3270
Records Fee $218 - Retainers $285 to $420

Neal A. Stubbs, D.D.S., P.A.
929 Oakfield Dr. ® Brandon ¢ 685-3511

bt |

W
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Bloomingdale Yard of the
Monthb

By Rosie Trellis

Youwd never guess that our August yard of the month was
designed, planted and maintained by first time homeowners.
Some of us long-time homeowners are still trying to discern
the weeds from the grass, wondering what to plant where, and
puzzling over what exactly a chinch bug is. But Susan and
Steve Farmer of the Stratford Trace section of Bloomingdale
East have everything under control.

The Farmers combined an expanded driveway and walk-
wa§s with several mulched islands and beds to minimize the
amount of grass in their yard. In fact, the entire back yard is
blanketed in gravel. The semi-xeriscaped landscape, Steve says,
“takes about 20 minutes two times a week to mow, edge and
trim.”An elegant 3-tiered fountain is the centerpiece of the
front yard, bordered by lush tropical plants and palms. Dense
boxwood hedges are carefully shaped, and juniper adds inter-
est to the neatly mulched beds and islands. The yard is unique
and tidy, and the plantings are beautifully afranged.

spread, I got a sod cutter, cut the infested area out, sprayed it
with dursban, and laid in new sod. It was good as new after a
few weeks, and the bugs were gone.”This rookie is at the top
of his game!

To nominate a yard for the yard of the month, Dlease
call, fax, write or e-mail the Gazette contacts on page 2.

The Farmers may have the least grass in the neighborhood,
but the lawn they do have is green and healthy.“We did have a Winners will receive a $25 WalMart gift cortificate couttesy. 3

chinch problem last year” Steve admits, “But before they Yithe Blaonmngdule Homéowngrs Assoclation, : ‘l)‘

| cleaning, repair, maintenance

August 2000 August 2000
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ce Advice

| sponsored by Ace Hardware of Bloomingdale

If you have a home

or remodeling question,
please mail, fax or e-mail it
to the Gazette contacts on
page 2 of every is§uc.

Gas grill cooking
grate not looking
great

Q:After only 6 months

of use, the cast iron cooking
grates on my gas grill are
caked with crud and rust. Is
there any way to clean them,
or do I need to replace them?
How can I avoid this in the future?

Ace Hardware of
Bloomingdale owners Bruce
and Greg Korte.

A:We recommend Grease Grizzly, from the makers of Goo

i Gone.This is a powerful product that will tackle most grill

| grates. For heavy jobs, spray on full strength and let the prod-
. uct penetrate for 60 seconds. Then, mist lightly with water and

allow it to activate for about 5 minutes.Agitate the surface with
a sponge or bristle brush, and rinse with cold water. If the
grate is rusted past the point of no return, it’s time for a new

grate,
Once your grate is either clean or has been replaced, keep

“in good condition by cleaning it after each use and keeping
= grill covered between cooking times.

If you are in the market for a new grill, stop by the store
and check out our selection of Ducane “buy your last grill first”
gas grills. Ducane grills are famous for easy clean up, even
cooking ability and lifetime warranty. Happy grilling!

Bloomingdale Mobile Watch
seeks volunteers

By Laura Frazier, Editor

Bloomingdale Mobile Watch is an
organization of residents who work
with our Community Substation and
the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s
Department as a deterrent to crime

in our neighborhoods.Volunteers are [ 2 -/ &
currently needed in several areas of  Mobile Watch

our community to maintain and Coordinator Tony
expand the existing patrol schedule. ;0500

Mobile Watch volunteers patrol an
assigned area one night a month for three hours, with the
objective to observe and report any suspicious or unusual
activity to the Sheriff’s Office. Volunteers do not become
involved in stopping or apprehending anyone.

A recent community survey showed that over 80% of the
respondents indicated that Mobile Watch was an important fac-
tor in maintaining safety in our neighborhoods.The Sheriff’s
Office has recognized our Mobile Watch program as a model
that can be used by other communities who wish to establish
similar organizations. For further information, or to volunteer
for the Mobile Watch team, please call Coordinator Tony
Diolosa at 681-1146 or e-mail amdio@gte.net.

FAMILY LAW
BUSINESS LAW
REAL ESTATE
CONSTRUCTION
WILLS & PROBATE
LITIGATION
PERSONAL INJURY &
WRONGFUL DEATH

C. Cole Jeffries, Jr., Daniel W. King,
Frank J. Nivert, Clifton C. Curry, Jr.

LAW OFFICES

CURRY & ASSOCIATES, PA.

A Full Service Law Firm
(813) 653-2500

La Viva Professional Center, 750 W. Lumsden Rd., Brandon, FL 33511

The Hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based saley upon advertisernents.
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience.

THE WOODVINE
2,456 sq. ft.
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Grand Opening

Bloomingdale’s Newest Model Home

Bloomingdale’s Sales
Specialists Betty White
& Tammy Sawicki

2l ¢ Bloomingdale Cove
From the $130’s

¢ Bloomingdale at Somerset
From the $150’s

e With Bonus Room From
$170,900 at Bloomingdale
Cove

e Private, Gated Park

"} ¢ Open floor plans/bonus

7, VOL CLO
“
-

room

[l NI
CATHEDRAL CL

ot MY e

Ll

T .

Building Homes in Your Neighborbood for Over 26 Years.

Bloomingdale Cove

685-4490

4604 Portobello Circle
www.SuarezHousing.com

e ————————
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Property Manager’s Report
June 2000

Submitted by Devney Property Management, Inc.

DPMI would like to thank the residents who take the time
to report problems with our irrigation systems (see “Letters” in
this issue). Please call Al Devney at 684-6617 to report any
problems.

Irrigation
eBrandon Irrigation repaired a broken main line in the
Cambridge Cove system.

+DPMI added 8 spray heads to the John Moore system, 1 to the
Rosemead system and 4 to the Bloomingdale Village system.

«DPMI increased the nozzle size of 78 heads in the
Bloomingdale Village system.

«Ten spray heads, 2 rotors, 2 risers and 2 zone lines were
repaired.

*Twelve lights were replaced
Landscaping

+Planscape, Inc. replaced 3 crepe myrtle trees that had been
destroyed by vandals.

*Yardworks, Inc. plugged areas at the John Moore entrance and
on Greenhollow and Natures Way.

« A vehicle killed a palm tree at the corner of Greenhollow and

Twice
the fun at half
the price.

Two wonderful clubs, two beautiful pools (one indoor),
neighbors that are twice as friendly as you'll find anywhere
else and “50 grand” reasons to say “yes” to active adult living.
Why pay more? Just get more.

See our quality-built homes in a friendly, secure,
pristine and peaceful setting. Visit today.

Brand new carefree
homes from the $50s.

Located on S.R. 60, 1% miles east of Valrico Road.

Phone 813-689-9423

www.BlairFlorida.com
Bring this ad in for a FREE gift.

Natures Way

*DPMI met with Planscape, Inc. representatives to discuss the
beautification of the entranceway at Natures Way and
Culbreath.

Other

*Communities of America, Inc. pressure cleaned all the
entranceway sings in Bloomingdale East and West.

*In the land of eat, drink and pitch out the window, DPMI
picked up 12 bags of litter, 2 tee shirts, 5 socks, 2 blue blanket,
a garden rake, a traffic cone, 2 hubcaps, a cordless phone and
14 cents. The beverages of choice were Coke for soft drinks,
Busch for beer and Romanof vodka for distilled spirits.

“Home Safe Home”

Hillsborough County Household Chemical collections
South County collection site: 626 Golf & Sea
Boulevard, Apollo Beach, (beside the Fire Station),
Saturday, August 12, 2000, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Materials accepted include paints and sol-
vents, automotive products, household cleaners,
pool chemicals and lawn and garden supplies.

Materials not accepted include explosives,
flares or bio-medical material.

Absolutely no commercial waste will be
accepted.

W CHetch  at Puk Qb of Brandton

Judy: Did you see §
Ray with his :
grandchildren
yesterday? 5
Kathy: Nothing is §
more important  §
than home and
family.

Judy Martin and Kathy Claar
of Park Club of Brandon

Judy: Stop by Park Club where home, family
and friends come together to enjoy life.

BRANDON

ASSISTED Living -
700 S. Kings Ave. e\ :

Brandon, FI 33511-5959 PR
Lic#0007656 g

§13:662:0255

i
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Welcome to Bloomingdale

Please send birth announcements to the Gazette contacts
on page 2.

TRIPLETS!! Brandon James, Jacob Thomas and Devin
Charles Duckworth. Born May 27, 2000 to Heatber and
Don Duckworth.

Abigail Louise Glidden. Born June 11, 2000 to Stacy and
Bill Glidden. :

Joseph Angelo Pignataro. Born June 14, 2000 to Cheri
and Paul Pignataro.

Brayden Montigomery Keen. Born june 19, 2000 to
Colleen and Jason Keen.

Karlie Grace Campbell. Born June 20, 2000 to Adrian
Campbell.

Gabriella Michele Almeida. Born June 21, 2000 to
Michele and Jeremiab Almeida.

Mattbew Richard Lindroth. Born June 22, 2000 to
Tracey and James Lindroth.

Cassidy Brooke Hayes. Born June 25, 2000 to Laura and
Matthew Hayes.

Kid’s essay contest
“When I am 25...”

Calling all Bloomingdale kids! What year will it be when
you turn the ripe old age of 25? Where will you be, and what
will you be doing? Working your way through medical school?
Starting your own business? Perhaps raising your own family,
or competing in the Olympics? Children from kindergarten
through eighth grade are invited to put their thoughts in writ-
ing and enter our kid's essay contest. Two winners will receive
$50 Wal-Mart gift cards courtesy of the Bloomingdale
Homeowners Association, redeemable for any of the store’s
great variety of merchandise including toys, games, cd’s, sports
equipment, video games and more.

The winning essays will be chosen by the Gazette staff,
based on content and expression, in two categories; elemen-
tary school students and middle school students. Length should
be from a few sentences for the younger elementary students
to a few paragraphs for the middle schoolers. Primary elemen-
tary students are invited to submit drawings with captions as
dictated to Mom or Dad.

Send your entry to The Bloomingdale Gazette, Essay
Contest, 3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL. 33594, or e-mail to
frazierl@tampabay.rr.com. Please include your name, age,
school and grade, phone number and address. Entries must be
received by Saturday, August 12. Good luck!

GENTLE
DENTAL
CARE

for the entire
family.

7

Ed Rahal, DMD

Dr. Rahal has practiced in Valrico
for 12 years. He performs all phases
of dentistry, including cosmetic
procedures and tooth whitening.

Erindale Plaza
6 54 - 3 3 99 Ly Dr. Rahal
IQA/
3646 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., ’bo% i
Valrico ) v
Bloomingdale Ave.

12-month interest free financing available

ATM

Back-To-School Special
Bloomingdale Facn Salon

Formerly Riverview Hair Salon

Styling for the
Entire Family

661-3530
4342 Bell Shoals Rd

(next to Beef 'O Brady’s)

1
1
4 s ! 1
with 1 paid child’s cut i

Ages 10 and under. -
One coupon per visit. Exp. 9/1/00 _}

r
1
1
1
1
1
I
1
1
L

Monday - Thursday 9 am. to 7 p.m.
Fridays 9 am. to 5 p.m.
Saturdays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sculptured Nails

| )
[ 1
: :
. Full set of ! :
I ]
: One coupon per visit Exp. 9/1/00 ;

]
]
]
]
i x Set & Style
]

One coupon per visit Exp. 9/1/00

-
]

]

] I
Haircut or |
i

]

]

o
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Bloomingdale Senior High
School News

By Mack Austin

Drivers, be prepared!

All drivers, especially students and parents driving to
school for the first time, should be prepared for delays.The
widening of Bloomingdale Avenue will take several more
months, and the continued growth in our area will mean
delays.All drivers must slow down, allow extra time for travel,
obey the traffic laws and take extra precautions during bad
weather.

Drivers are reminded that traffic flows one-way from the
intersection at the light for drop-offs in front of the school. It is
illegal to make a U-turn after turning in by the light. Do not
drop off students in the school bus parking area. It is danger-
ous.

Bloomingdale PTSA welcomes new parents,

students and faculty

The PTSA Board would like to extend a special welcome
to parents, students and faculty who are new to Bloomingdale
High School. You are now part of one of the greatest schools in
our state.The Bloomingdale PTSA is very active in working
with the administration, the faculty and the students in work-
ing to improve the quality of education at BHS.

Our K1ds Are At The
Top of Thetr (lassT

* Top rated academic program

* Versatile enrichment programs:
drama, music, outdoor study, sports

* Spanish K-8, international travel for middle schoolers
* New 5,000 sq. ft. Media Center:
Library, 2 computer centers, art classroom

| I"-.. e ]
Administrator Terry Curry and Media Specialist Debora Crawford

Private School
K-8

Before & After School Care
Fully Accredited by the
Florida Council of
Independent Schools
and the Florida
Kindergarten Council

Brandon Academy
801 Limona Road * Brandon, FL 33510

689-1952

The Academy does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin,

Now Enrolling for 2000-2001 School Year

Low Student-Teacher ratio

30 Years of
AcademicExcellence

Bloomingdale schools \

make the grade!
The Bloomingdale Homeowners Association extends
congratulations and appreciation to the staff and administra-
tion of Bloomingdale's top rated schools:

Alafia Elementary School - A
Burns Middle School - B
Bloomingdale Senior High School —- A

Congratulations!

o

rawn CPR

BHA sponsors free lawn maintenance clinics

The PTSA needs the support of all the members of the
Bloomingdale High family. High school is a very critical time in
the lives of our young people that can include excellent educa-
tional opportunities, making lifelong friends and creating
lasting memories. There are still some important committee
positions available where dedicated, concerned parents can
become an active part of our students’ lives. Now is the time to
get involved. Board meetings will be held on the third Tuesday
of each month at 7pm. Call 744-8018 ext. 263 to join this
essential part of Bloomingdale’s programs.

Reading program needs support

With the recent report of the outstanding progress on the
FCAT scores, the Reading Program continues to enjoy success '

R Ah

and needs your support. Magazines were collected over the
summer months in order to give the program a great start, but
many more are needed. Thousands of magazines are given to
students to read as part of the program. Magazines can be
dropped off at the Bloomingdale Community Substation, at the
corner of Bell Shoals Road and Glenhaven, weekdays 8am -
5pm. Groups or clubs are needed to help pick up and deliver
the magazines to the school. Please remove mailing labels.

Volunteers are also needed to listen to and assist students
with their reading. Reading is scheduled each week on
Monday/Wednesday/Thursday during second period (8:30 to
9:30 am) and fifth period (12:50 to 1:50pm). Each Tuesday, vol-
unteers in the school cafeteria exchange candy for magazines.
Call 74-8018, EXT 563 to become a part of this great program.

: Association, Inc. 2000 Dues

$20.00
ail to:  BHA; 3509 Bell Shoals Road; Valrico, FL 33594

=

z
=
=
]

=]
=
(=]
=
]

Address:

*If you have access to e-mail, please include your address
to register for free BHA e-mail updates concerning timely
crime and safety advisories, planning and zoning hearings,
school boundary change proposals, etc. If you have any ques-
tions, please call the:BHA at 681-2051.

-----------------------------------------------------

- -

»

) *Affordable, low monthly tuition

s-...---..-._f'\-:lq (R R

By Basil Grussing

Did the spring dry
season create brown
patches in your yard that
the weeds are busy filling
in? Since almost all home-
owners in the
Bloomingdale area have
this problem, a volunteer
group of homeowners, in
conjunction with local
businesses and sponsored
by the BHA, is working at
putting together a pro-
gram for you. Local experts will help us understand how we
can repair the damage of the past and keep the summer pests
away from our yards.These programs will be held at the
Culbertson Community Center in Bloomingdale West on
Monday and Tuesday, August 21 and 22, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
They will cover sprinkler installation, pest control, fertilization
of the lawn and shrubs and general landscape planning.

We all know that the general appearance of our neighbor-
pod impacts the property values in our area. If you aren’t
~lanning on selling now, chances are you will be one day.Your

MATH & READING CENTERS

* Directed, seif study Math and Reading
* Enhances concentration, self-confidence, improves study habits

661-1952

153 E. Bloomingdale Ave.

(Next to Winn Dixie)

yard’s appearance, as well as the appearance of your neighbors’
yards, will help determine how well your investment in your
home performed. Also, in some areas, the deed restrictions spell
out clearly that regular lawn mowing and weed control are
required. To check your deed restrictions, sign on the BHA web
site at www.bha-online.org. Go to the neighborhood sections
and look yours up* We also think you will be very pleased
with the other information on our area that is available for
your use.

Since how our lots are maintained is a community-wide
concern, and since we have so many different areas with differ-
ing concerns, we will work with neighborhood volunteers to
get this information out to help improve our community. If you
would like to participate in the project, please contact Basil
Grussing at 689-1171 or bgrussing@aol.com.

*Deed restrictions for some sections may not be available.
They are currently being processed and will be added to the
web site soon.

MacDill Family Resource
Center needs volunteers

Volunteers are needed to work at the MacDill Family
Resource Center at 349 Pauls Drive in Brandon. People are par-
ticularly needed for Thursdays 2pm - 8pm and Fridays 12pm -
4pm. Please call 655-9281 for information.

|t RS e .
Why do smart

kids fail?

Your child can succeed in
school. Our certified teachers
help students of all ages build
basic skills while developing
self-confidence and the
determination to succeed.

AN

"[ Weak Basic skills |
. F_rushaﬂon with School ‘ @ Eéj AI\ERII;IIQC'I ON

T

ﬁ? Lack of Confidence i CENTER
3 Your child can learn.
’ No Motlvation ] S Ay o] & Sgmiated

b 4

Call 681-1500

FCAT, FL. WRITES and
BENCHMARK Preparation

Now enrolling for fall programs
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Bloomingdale Community
Substation Notes

By Deputy Pete Maurer

School starts on August 9
Not long after this issue of the
| | Gazette comes out, so will the
shouts of excitement about school
starting back, at least from the par-
‘| ents. But with this annual event

| The first and foremost is the safety

and riding bikes to school, being

Deputy Pete Maurer
- know of only one realistic solution
to providing them with the safety they deserve.All drivers

must take the time to slow down, watch for the kids and make

sure they have their seatbelts on!

Stop both ways for school busses
Hundreds of our children will be riding school buses.
These buses do not have seat belts.The drivers have their

- ! | comes some very serious concerns.
of the hundreds of children walking

driven to school and riding buses. I

L
August 2000 August 2000 CHILDREN'S EDUCATION T@@I@mingdcle gazette 16
N Owner: Program: Christian-based phonetic
, Ministry of Grace program using ABEKA curriculum.
T Baptist Temple Unique Features: Back-to-basic philos-
EM PLE Director: Ruben Nance ophy with academic emphasis on math,
Ages: reading and science. Computer, music

Traffic coming from both directions must STOP for school
busses, Photo by Mack Austin.

hands full keeping these excited kids sitting down and holding
on. It is the law that all cars must STOP BOTH WAYS for
school buses. This applies to traffic on Bloomingdale Avenue,
where there is no divided median. Drivers, give yourself more
distance between the cars and especially the buses in front of
you. Slow down.

(continued on page 1 q"' '
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Ch:fdren learn some pretty
important things at Tutor Time...

of our ne
Tutor Time understands that nothing is mare
important than building a young child’s self-
esteem. So we have written our new
curricufum, designed our facilities and
trained our teachers to create a nurturing,
developmentally appropriate learning envi-
ronment. Children ages six weeks and up
will not only acquire skills, but grow as peo-

* PREVIE

Saturday, August 26"
10 am to 4 pm

See what everyone is talking about in
Brandon. Visit us during the sneak preview
w premier child care center.

residents of Riverview,
@ ;
BLOOMINGDALE AVE. | ‘
Where children learn to feel good about themselves. b g e
3733 Canoga Park Dr., Brandon, o
Canoaa Park DR.| 5
813-651-0779 |7 o [P

i)

\""--.r L

G»

Local owners Susan and Joe Miller,

689-7190

Founded in 1983

Infants through Grade 8 and recreational sports programs also
2 CHR[STIAN ACADEMY SCHOOL Enroliment: offered. Average class size is 10 to 15
100 students and all teachers have college

2909 J obn Moore Rad. History: degrees. The school’s 5-acre campus is

conveniently located in central
Brandon.

Children's Nest

Infants through After-School Age

« Before/After School Transportation
* Developmental - Appropriate Curriculum
¢ 6:30 am - 6:00 pm

uns.ByanRe  A86.0833

Opal Glerschke
Director

Where children learn to feel good about themselves.

August 26“' Sneak Preview
0amto4pm

3733 Canoga Park Dr., Brandon,

813-651-0779

Brandon
The Dance Center

e
qt\“’\
=y
R

7 Structured Curriculum e Professional Staff e Classical Ballet  Pointe
Tap ¢ Jazz ® Acrobatics ® Partnering ¢ Professional Level Classes
Beginners through Professional

Decc \ The Dance Center &7
SOel™7 67 E Bloomingdale Ave.
Alice Holden Bock, Director Brandon Ballet

684—4282 In residence at

The Dance Center.

Professional
dance trafning In
a controlled environment.

Reach 4,800 Bloomingdale homes
and businesses with your ad.
Call Diane
to Advertise

964-1919

FREE CHILDREN’S EDUCATION
PROFILE WITH AD IN THIS
DIRECTORY

One profile per contract period.

\ S :
73" La Petite

ACADEMY.

The Right Place For Kids
Toddlers, Twos, Pre-School and After School

00
685-4332 684-3528

808 Bloommgdlaew 1011 Greenhollow Lane
HG052 LN: C-HG-110222

Serving Bloomingdale Jamilies for over 15 years.

BNOW ENROLLING N
- TEMPLE

ACADEMY SCHOOL
2 {nfants to 8th Grade

6:30am-6:00pm
After School Pick-up
A Beka Curriculum
Computers

Music

Small Class Size
Individual Attention

89-7190

$.R.60

N
A

:

0=
g z
2909 _Iobn Moore Rd.

Bloomingdale
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(continued from page 14)

Bike helmets save lives

There will be many students riding their bikes to school,
especially to Alafia Elementary. The law does
require them to wear bike helmets. A twenty-
dollar helmet is a small price to pay to
avoid having your
child becoming a
statistic. Many inci-
dents are on record
about lives being saved
by these pieces of hard
plastic. USE THEM!

Parking at Alafia

Elementary
There have
been no signifi-
cant changes to
the parking situa-
tion at Alafia Elementary. For parents old
and new, simply read the signs and obey
them. Long-range plans are being worked to
improve the situation, but being located on a
corner lot does not leave much room to expand.

Speeders will pay

With the volume of traffic facing drivers this coming
school year, especially with the construction on Bloomingdale
Avenue, there will be no room for warnings. Drivers that
choose to speed and run red lights will pay. Our new radar
speed monitor will be utilized all over the Bloomingdale area,
so be forewarned.

Using neighborhoods to bypass traffic

Several neighborhood streets that have been used in the
past by drivers to bypass traffic have been identified and
deputies will be patrolling them for speeders. Allow yourself
extra time to get to work or school. Again, no warnings will be
given.

Bloomingdale Area Community
Council seekRs volunteers

The Bloomingdale Area Community Council (BACC) is
seeking volunteers to represent several sections of
Bloomingdale East and West, including Oakcrest. BACC mem-
bers meet briefly on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the
Sheriff’s Substation on Bell Shoals Road to share and hear infor-
mation relating to crime and safety issues in our
neighborhoods. For further information or to volunteer for the
BACC, please call the Substation at 635-8040 weekdays 8am -
S5pm.

August 2000

€ - Letters

Old Faithful spotted on Natures Way

Q: On my early morning walks, I have observed some bro-
ken sprinkler heads on the west side of Natures Way and water
gushing out of the system by the tennis courts. Would you
please pass this on to “The Maintenance Guy?”And thanks for
the constant efforts to keep Bloomingdale a wonderful place

to live.

A:We forwarded your note to the Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District (BSTD) and “The Maintenance Guy,” Al Devney
of DPM]I, our Property Manager, also affectionately known as
“The Guy in the Little Green Truck!"The BSTD is the agency
that maintains our walls, entrances and common areas.
Residents are encouraged to contact the BSTD as soon as pos-
sible when noticing broken sprinkler heads and the occasional
geyser. Please refer to page 2 of the Gazette for BSTD and
Bloomingdale Oaks Special Taxing District contact names and
numbers.

Neighbor gives maintenance requests the
brush off

Q: Last year I lodged a complaint with the BHA about my
neighbor’s inability to mow his lawn and keep his house up.
While he did finally start mowing his lawn, his reaction to the
‘charge of not keeping up his house was to do some exterior

tHe)Rlwmingdale gazette 17
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touchups with a few cans of white spray paint! Now it not
only looks worse than it did before, it is an eyesore. If there’s
anything you can do, we would appreciate it.

A:BHA President Ted Grable says, “As you know, this type
of problem is difficult to resolve. We will pass the information
on to the Neighborhood Involvement Program (NIP) team to
see what they can do.” Volunteer NIP team members can help
residents resolve deed restriction violations, county code viola-
tions and, in situations like this, just plain eyesores.

Q:We have recently relocated to Bloomingdale, and just
received and paid for our annual membership to the BHA. We
tried to search on the web site to find out what our deed
restrictions are and how our area fits into your grand plan.
When we did this, it told us there was no information yet. We
really want to be part of the association and were told that we
were. If we are not, can you tell us if we will be soon, or who
has a copy of our deed restrictions at this time? We would also
like to know what our $20 goes towards. Is there a meeting we
can attend to become better informed?

A: First, welcome to Bloomingdale. Your section is indeed
one of over 40 individual neighborhood sections in
Bloomingdale East and West, represented and served by the
BHA.We would like to refer you back to our web site, bha-
online.org for detailed information about our Homeowners

(continued on page 22)

Need Cash?

125% of home’s value
Payment terms up to 25 years
No appraisal on loans up to $30,000

Call now for free consultation

Dreaming About Home Improvements?
Drowning In Debt?

Lowest rates anywbhbere. Get the money you need now!

No equity required w/approved credit

American Residential Lending

664-0086

www.ARLhomeloan.com

Eric Yecora, President, and family i
¢ Locally owned/17 years mortgage experience
¢ Brandon resident since 1989
¢ Brandon Chamber of Commerce Member

Begs 0

* 4 Big Screen TVs
27 Total TVs

4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

adult entree purchase

£st 1985
Family Sports Pubs

Happy Hour Daily - 25¢ wings

* Serving Bloomingdale since 1991
* Tuesdays Kids Eat FREE with

For Fast Take-Out Call 653-1888
4330 Bell ShoalsRoad

Check out our website for coupons: www.beefobradys-valrico.com

Bpars

Beef 'O’ Brady's serves over 22 tons
of chicken wings weekly.
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Choose to make a difference

With the help of a total stranger, family and friends
of Stephanie Culbertson honor the teen, and the
fragility of life, with the Stephanie Ann Culbertson
Community Center

Story and photos by Mack Austin

We've all had those moments in our lives when we
thought, “I'm going to see about ..., or “It would be great if
someone would..”, but for whatever reasons, we just don’t
seem to get around to it. That was not the case this time last
year for Captain Scott Walter. Walter had just driven past the
huge oak tree on Bloomingdale Avenue where friends and fami-
ly had set up a memorial to Stephanie Culbertson, a
Bloomingdale High teen killed in a tragic car accident at this
very spot. He was concerned about the danger faced by the
teens at the memorial. Heé decided to help them find a safer,
more permanehnt way of honoring Stephanie’s memory.

For the next several months Walter, along with Stephanie’s
family, friends and other concerned area residents, searched for
a place where they could not only honor her memory, but also
get the very important message across to the young people in
our community that life is very precious and we are all mortal.
A Hillsborough County Deputy investigating the scene of
Stephanie’s accident said, “It takes less than two seconds. If
only she had her seatbelt on”That is how fast lives can change.

Deciding that he could make a positive difference by

This was the memorial set up last June to bonor Stephanie
Culbertson. It was located in a very dangerous spot next to
the busy traffic on Bloomingdale Avenue. Friends and fami-
by, with the assistance of a total stranger, worked to find a
safer, more permanent place.

assisting the family and friends of Stephanie was an important
step for Scott Walter. He knew it would take time and commit-
ment.As Commissioner Jan Platt said at the dedication
ceremony for the memorial,“I respect the young people who
would not take no for an answer”They believed in their proj-
ect and persisted. This persistence came to the attention of Ed
Radice, Hillsborough County Director of Parks and Recreation,
who recommended that the Bloomingdale West Park building
be dedicated in Stephanie’s memory. Included with the dedica-

tion was a message to the youth in our community,“May they ¢

(continued on page 19)

Plant City / Brandon
2805 SR 60 W.
Plant City, FL 33567
813-737-1660

John Deere LT155 Lawn Tractor

* 15-hp * 38-inch mower deck * Automatic transmission

Southern Lawn & Turl' Equlpment

e INSTANT
CREDIT '

*Offer ends August 31, 2K, subject to spproved credit on John Deere Credil Revolving
Plan. Taxes, Mrelgbl, setup and delivery charges could Iicrease montbly payment. Other
spevial rates and 1emis may be available, Including installntent financing and financing for
commercial use. Avsilable al participaling dealers.

¥
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Choose to make a difference

(continued from page 18)
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Remember,
“...only two
seconds.”-

Stepbanie’s family and friends now bave a
safe, permanent place to bonor Stephanie’s
memory and all our youth.

make a differ-

:r‘;g: olfnottlll;zrs The plaque presented to Scott Walter
by taking a sin- poignantly illustrates that we can all choose

to make a difference in the lives of otbers.

SAFE program educates
young drivers

To promote teen awareness of the critical importance
of using seatbelts, a special program,“SAFE" (Students Alive
from Education), will be offered at the Stephanie Ann
Culbertson Recreation Center in Bloomingdale West.
Paramedics present this special seatbelt awareness program
to students and parents. The program graphically reveals the
tragic truth about the need to wear seatbelts and not drink
and drive. Dates and times will be announced. For more
information, please call the Rec Center at 744-5907.

Serving Our Community for 13 years.
{ 1987 —7 2000 ]

“Voted the Best of Brandon!”

MAIL BOXESETC.

Brandon’s Premier Packing
& Shipping Centers

* SHIPPING ¢ PACKAGING
* OVERNIGHT « MAIL SERVICES
* FAX * STAMPS
* COPIES
of |
2
2 § 2
2 2| Bloomingfiate Bivd, |5
] k

._Two locations to serve you [ oo = I e e e e v

Back-To-School Spe0|al
$1.00 OFF

I

; i

School Notary Service |
With coupon. Exp. 9/1/00 I

--————------J

| 813 E. Bloomingdale Ave.
689-4998
M-F 8.7, sat 9-5, Sun 12-4

235 W. Brandon Bivd.
681-3136

r—————

M-F 9.6, Sat 9-5

PARTY LAND"

“Where Fun Parties Begin”

Get Your Back-To-School
Supplies Here'

Hello Kitty '\‘"’(
Pokéman “"‘l/'
Gelpens
Backpacks

per visit. May not be combined with

169 E. Bloomingdale Ave. .
any other offers. Exp, 9/1/00

653-3333: 25% OFF
BLOOMINGDALE |* Your Entire |
PLAZA Purchase !

(next to Winn-Dixie) - Excluding rentals, candy and custom |
invitations. One coupon per customer . !

- -
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Residents on the defense with
offenders

A Gazette report

On July 5, 2000, the Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association (BHA) received an advisory from the Bloomingdale
Community Substation that a registered sexual predator, Patrick
Joseph Richards, had purchased a home in Bloomingdale East.
On July 7, the BHA initiated a broadcast e-mail advisory to hun-
dreds of Bloomingdale residents previously registered online
for free BHA e-mail updates. Notices were posted at our com-
munity substation. Neighbors began disseminating the
information by word of mouth and by distributing flyers in the
community. These first steps of defensive resident action began
to generate broad community awareness of the situation.

Unfortunately, a large number of sex offenders convicted
prior to the 1995 Jimmy Rice act are exempt from current
restrictions prohibiting them from living in family neighbor-
hoods, near schools and churches, etc. Although Corrections
Department officials do have the power to place limitations on
the activities of those individuals (for example, no contact with
minors, distance restrictions in proximity to schools, parks,
recreation facilities, etc.), there are no legal restrictions as to
where they may reside.

At the July 11 monthly BHA meeting, representatives of the
Florida Department of Corrections and Bloomingdale
Community Resource Officer Deputy Pete Maurer joined the
BHA board members and a group of concerned residents to
discuss the matter of Patrick Richards. Department of

[4

Patrick Joseph Richards

Address: 4006 Levonshire Place,
Oakcrest Subdivision

Status: Registered sexual predator,
ordered under parole supervision of
the Florida Department of
Corrections for a period of 30 years.

Offense: Lewd and lascivious behav-
ior (coercive) with male minors.

Description: White male, age 37, brown hair, blue eyes,
5’10”, 185 Ibs.

Distinguishing: Mr. Richards walks with a distinct limp and
frequently uses a cane.

Car: Silver 1980’s model Cougar.

Restrictions: Absolutely no contact with minors, must keep
physical distance from minors and places where minors
congregate, including neighborhood schools, parks and
specifically the Qakcrest subdivision’s ponds,

Corrections Probation Specialist Carolyn Upshaw and Richards’
assigned Parole Officer, Susan Williamson, addressed the stand-
ing room only crowd.

“Patrick Richards knows that the eyes of the world are on

him," said Upshaw.“He may have no contact with minors. s

Although he is free to walk and drive around the area, he is
instructed to avoid (placing himself in the immediate vicinity

(continued on page 21)
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-Residents on the defense

(continued from page 20)

of any) minors.” Upshaw indicated that Richards’ convictions
involve coercion of teenage males, with no prior record of
forcible assault. BHA Board Member Mary Cummings comment-
ed,“By law, Patrick Richards has a right to live wherever he
chooses. Bloomingdale residents have the right to live in a safe
community. We also have the responsibility to treat this type of
situation in a controlled and sensible manner”

Upshaw assured residents that Richards’ actions are being
monitored vigilantly. “Although we naturally would much rather
have him living in an area less populated by children, there are
two undercover Sheriff's Department Officers and a
Department of Corrections officer residing within sight of his
home. In addition,” said Upshaw, “we will be making frequent
unannounced drive bys and in-home visits.”

“Anyone with concerns or suspicions about the activities
of these types of offenders should make note of the situation,
with a witness if possible, and call the Sheriff’s Department dis-
patch,” Maurer added.

Deputy Maurer discouraged residents from organizing
protests and publicly posting flyers around the community.
“There are other things we can do to deal with the situation,
he said. Deputy Maurer indicated that County Commissioner
Ronda Storms’ office has been approached with inquiries
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Senior Vice President

Correspondent Mortgage Lenders
Residential/Commercial

Refinances * Equity * Purchase Money

| Dawnett Plagge, CRS
889 E. Bloomingdale Ave., Brandon, FL 33511
813-662-1610

Squeezing Every Last Dollar from the
Sale of Your Home

Realtor® Dawnett Plagge has a free special report [or you to
help you get the highest dollar value for your home. In this
report you will [ind valuable information for increasing the
salability and price of your home and selling it quicker.

Call 813-662-1610 and ask for your copy of this Special
Report.

Carparation g

Building Homes in Your Neighbborbood for Quver 25 Years.

Bloomingdale’s New-Home Specialists
— .
. )

coLbDweLL
BANKECR QO

RESIDEMTIAL REAL EBTATE. NG
i LG sl

Betty White and Tammy Sawicki
685-4490

Bloomingdale Cove
4604 Portobello Circle
Valrico, FL 33594
Fax: (813) 685-7066

tHe)Alomingdale gazette 21
S

regarding a possible
county ordinance pro-
hibiting sexual
offenders from moving
into family neighbor-
hoods.

Patrick Richards’
attempts to move into
a Seffner neighbor-
hood earlier this year

-generated chaos and
controversy in the
community. BHA
President Ted Grable
acknowledged that,
“Although this type of
publicity can often
spark a more negative
than positive effect, we
will continue to pro-
vide our residents with
current information
through our web site
and e-mail updates.
This is a perfect exam-
ple of why our
residents should register for free BHA e-mail updates,” said
Grable.“The Bloomingdale Gazette will continue to keep us
informed of community news and issues on a monthly basis.
But the most effective way for the BHA to distribute time sensi-
tive advisories is through our e-mail system. We encourage all
residents with internet access to register for BHA updates, and
to share information with their neighbors.”

(continued on page 22)
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357-7332
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(continued from page 17)
Association and other important community information.

As for deed restrictions, you should have received a ¢
along with your closing documents. Some restrictions are

yet available online. Forty different sets of restrictions have had

to be collected and individually scanned or re-typed.The

restrictions for your section are currently being processed and
will be available soon. If you have any questions, please call the
BHA at 681-2051.The BHA meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at the Bloomingdale Community Offices, 3509 Bell
Shoals Road (just south of Bloomingdale Avenue in the Citgo
Plaza), at 7:30 pm.We hope you’ll join us at the next meeting.

(continued from page 21)

Residents are advised to check the FDLE website or call
the FDLE information line (see box) for the addresses of other
registered offenders that may be residing in their area. The data-
base is easily searchable by zip code and/or street names. In
addition, any residents who wish to organize and/or dissemi-
nate such information are invited to contact the BHA for
assistance. Residents are also encouraged to attend the monthly
BHA board meetings (see box).

BHA President Ted Grable says,“We will make sure that
Bloomingdale remains a safe place to live through the coopera-
tive efforts of our Homeowners Association, the Bloomingdale
Sheriff’s Substation, the Bloomingdale Area Community Council
and Mobile Watch team, our communications mediums and,
most critically, the support and volunteer efforts of our resi-
dents.”

opy
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PNNOUNCEMENTS  [FURNITURE PRODUCT SALES

STRESSED OUT? Try
“MUSIC FOR RELAX-
ATION” listing Native
American Flute music;
Hammered Dulcimer;
Classical pieces and
Gregorian chants. Send
$1.50 (NO CASH
PLEASE} to: “Music for
Relaxation” PO Box 1628,
Brandon, FL 33509-1628.

BABY ITEMS

NEWBORN ANNOUNCE-
MENTS. Stork Deliveries 7
Day Sign Rental and Set
Up. $4 off when you men-
tion this ad. Call:
837-5549.

OR SALE

. JTE: Private Individuals
may place a FREE 15
WORD AD here for the
sale of personal items
priced $300 or under.
Items over $300 are only
$7 per ad. Call ARLENE
at 662-1306 for informa-
tion.

PRO GOLF CLUBS
Wilson 1200 GE, 135
Woods, 3-9 Irons w/ PW.
Excellent Condition. $250
Call 685-8910

DESK, $30, 42 X 18"
OCCASIONAL TABLE, 3 ft
square on pedestal $25,
good condition. Call: 643-
4468.

Music Lessons

SOFA BED, CHAIR -
$50.00. Call 671-5358. .

SOFA BED, Blue/Tan -
$100. Call 643-7791.

HELP WANTED

PUT YOUR PC TO
WORK! $250 to $2500 per
week. PT/FT Call 888-

ASTHMA/ALLERGIES? Individual Instruction In:

who desire immediate
relief to try and evaluate a
NEW compact state-of-

& Piano, Keyboard, Organ
< Violin, Mandolin, Guitar

the-art home air # Clarinet, Sax
purification system. No + Percussion
cost or obligation. FREE @ Music Theory, Voice

gift for 20 participants. Call
813-645-4112. Ask for
Andrew.

¢ Piano Tuning and Repairs

(813) 645-4112

GE Dryer, Extra Large,
Heavy Duty $50. Call 684-
6973=09

4 Tickets - Devil Rays VS
Baltimore Orioles, Aug.
6th. $80. Call 671-3057.

N/
TRIC

ITH-CORONA ELEC-
TYPEWRITER,
Self-correction ribbon.
$20. Call: 643-4468.

799-8662 or Visit
www.2b-online.com
EARLY CHILDHOOD

PROFESSIONALS
NEEDED: Teachers with
CDAs. Fun working envi-
ronment. Full / part-time,
flexible hours. Competitive
salaries and benefits.
Opening late August 2000.
Call Tutor Time Child Care
Learning Center of
Brandon, 651-0779.
Leave message.

HOMES FOR SALE :

HOMES FROM $5000
Foreclosed and repos-
sessed. No or low-down
payment. Credit trouble
OK. For current listings
call 1-800-311-5048 ext.
30461.

TELEPHONE SERVICES

LONG DISTANCE - 3.9
cents per min. Any day, All
day - Anywhere USA.
$9.95/mo For Access,
800# and all the voice, fax
& e-mail message servic-
es. Call Glen
813-677-0129.
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3709 HOLLOW WOOD DRIVE 601 FIELDSTONE DRIVE 3741 HOLLOW WOOD DRIVE

“WINDSOR WOODS” “BLOOMINGDALE WEST" “WINDSOR WOODS"
$144,900 $124,900 $139,900
FOUR BEDROOMS, 2 BATHS, THREE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHS, THREE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHS,
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