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PRIDE:
Cleanup set

for Aug. 16

SEE PAGE II

1 /o amencan
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Hitﬁug the books

David Dittfleld, 9, and his sister, Dana, 6, look over the back-to
The two children, along with thelr mother, Denise,
school supplies before the rush; Both children. att
ant-Teacher Association vice president of memb

ship in the PTA this year, just as it did last year, Cimino's inaugural year.

Bloomingdale

By D’ANN WHITE

Being an innovator is
nothing new for the Bloom-
ingdale Homeowners Asso-
ciation. |

Formed in 1980, the
BHA was the first in the
county to have its own
newspaper (the Blooming-
dale Gazette), the first to
have its own mobile watch
‘and, 15 years ago, the first
to participate in the coun-
ty’s Neighborhood Involve-

ment Program (NIP).

It's a program initiated
to help neighborhoods
police themselves when it
comes ‘to enforcing the
county’s codes.

“We're the only success-
ful NIP in Hillsborough
County and among just a
half dozen in the state,”
said BHA President Ted
Grable. - :

Now, as an extension of
the Neighborhood Involve-
ment Program, Blooming-

-school offerings at the Bloomingdale Wal-Mart,
residents of Somerset, were hoping to get their back-to-
end Cimino Elementary School where their mother is the Par-
ership. Denise Dittfeld expects to have 100 percent member-

Lauded For PRIDE

dale has another first.

It's the first community
to launch a neighhorhood
PRIDE program, encour-
aging residents to clean
up, fix up and maintain
their properties.

Following its first

‘cleanup in April, in which

County  Commissioner
Ronda Storms participat-
ed, the county commission -
lauded the BHA for taking

See PRIDE, Page 31

~Golf tournament to benefit injured soldier s mors



_on type of person.

s

-grew up watching the Indi-
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Alafia Elementary Has Locke On Readm

By D’ANN WHITE
She’s admittedly a hands- -

So don’t be surprised to
find Pam Locke pullmg
weeds from the gardens in
front of Alafia Elementary
School or see her husband,
Fred, scrambling up a ladder
to . fix the gutter on the
school’s roof.

“We don’t mind getting
dirty,” Locke said, laughing.

That hands-on attitude
extends to the students,
That’s one of the reasons
Locke was so anxious to
return to school after spend-
ing 10 years at the school
district. -

“I missed the kids,” she
said.

A graduate of the Umver-
sity of Indiana where she

anapolis 500 and fostering a
love. of NASCAR, Locke

; ||_1u_ T

A\'_'t

See LOCKE, Page 30

egular clurchgoers are happier and
healthier, they have higher incomes,

better marriages and stronger families...

what are you zmzzmg for?

We're Saving a Place for You!

"

D'ANN WHITE/Staff photo

Surrounded by her favorite collectibles, NASCAR mugs, children’s books and schoolhouse decorations, Pam Locke set-
tles in as principal of Alafia Elementary School.

You'll find friendly people, relevant messages and uplift-
ing music. Plus, diverse small groups for all ages, all
backgrounds and all people who are seeking the comfort
and support of a caring, Christian community.

Visit us this Sunday!

8:00am ,.,........... GOSPEL HOUR OF WORSHIP
STARTING AUG. 17™
9:30/a0 5ot i o SR CONTEMPORARY PRAISE
& WORSHIP
11:00am .........0.00s TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
WITH CHOIR & ORCHESTRA

Flrst United Methodist Church

689"4161 I."_; N E

www.fumcbrandon.org
120 North Knights Avenue
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Tournament To Benefit Injured Bloommgdale Soldier

By D’ANN WHITE

It’s the phone call every
mother with a son or daugh-
'ter stationed in Iraq dreads.

For Donna Ballou ‘of
Bloomingdale, the call came
on a warm summer day.

Her 24-year-old son, Mark
Ballou, an Army combat
medic volunteering for guard
duty in Baghdad, had been
critically injured June 5 after
being approached by an Iraqi
citizen who offered the young
soldier his
hand in
friendship.

Instead of
shaking Bal-
low’'s hand,
the civilian
pulled out a

gun and shot
Ballou in the
neck.

Ballou Fellow
servicemen,

witnessing the attack, quick-

ly disarmed the Iraqi.

But the damage was

already done. The bullet per-
brated Ballou’s esophagus,
paralyzing his vocal cords.
The bullet then damaged 80
percent of his right lung
before exiting his back.

By the grace of God, Donna
Ballou said, a thoracic sur-
geon based at Walter Reed
Hospital in Washington,
D.C., happened to be a few
blocks away when the attack
occurred.

He was able to stabilize
the young medic and get him
on a plane headed back to the
United States. It was touch-
and-go the entire trip. Twice
they lost Mark Ballou’s
heartbeat and had to resusc1
tate him.

“I didn’t know what was
happening to him. They just
called and told me he was
critically wounded. I didn’t
have any details. I just had to
wait,” Donna Ballou said. “I
would never wish this on my
worst enemy. It’s been ago-
nizing.”

It the week’s since the
shooting, Donna Ballou and
Mark’s fiancé, Leia Ander-

on, have flown to Washing-

\\«(on D.C., repeatedly to be

with Mark as he’s undergone

multiple surgeries including
vocal cord thoroplasty,
involving a plastic prosthet-
ics piece to replace the dam-
aged vocal cord, a right tho-
racotomy with two chest
tubes, a right neck dissection
and a chest tube for his left
lung, which collapsed as a
result of the injury.

And the ordeal has only
begun, said Donna Allen, an
office administrator for Med-
iflex Patient Care Services on
Brandon Boulevard.

In the coming months, he’ll
need to return to Walter
Reed to have his esophagus
dilated, chest tube manipu-
lated and speech and vocal
cord replacement.

“For awhile, all he kept
talking about was when he
could go back to his unit,”
Donna Ballou said. “Now he’s
beginning to understand
exactly what'’s happened.”

It's been a difficult adjust-
ment for the young soldier
who’s always been health
and active, said his mother.

Ballou, who has lived in
Valrico since he was 6 years
old, played ball for the South
Brandon and Bloomingdale
Little Leagues and, after
graduating from Blooming-
dale High School, decided to
follow in his mother’s foot-
steps and go into the medical
field.

He joined the National
Guard for both the educa-
tional opportunities and the
chance to serve his country,
Donna Ballou said.

Mark Ballou was in his
second year of college and
working for Mediflex when
the war in Iraq broke out. He
was deployed from Plant City
to Pensacola Jan. 1 with the
Third Battalion, 124th
Infantry, as & medic. He was
then sent to Kuwait.

Donna Ballou said she was
worried because she knew
her son would go into Bagh-
dad behind the Marines, but
Mark told her he’d be fine. He
said he was proud to help
defend his country and help
his fellow soldiers in need.

“It’s been a rough journey
for him and his family,” said

See SOLDIER, Page 29

Photo courtesy Donna Ballou

Pictured with his mother, Donna Mark Ballou recovers from masswe injuries at
Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C.

9 Wk Touch Cleaners

* Bloomingdale 3513 Bell Shoals Rd, 654-9292
* Bloomingdale 4344 Bell Shoals, 689-9176
* Bloomingdale 815 E. Bloomingdale, 681-8700

‘s Bloomingdale 3248 Lithia-Pinectest, 654-6113

« Brandon 717 W, Lumsden, 654-9541
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« M. Brandon 1213 Kingsway Ave, 653-4535
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, Minimum Dry Cleaning Order, No exceptions, 4
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ORDER OVER $15
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» Lithia 16739 FshHawk Bivd, 654-7991

o Plant City 2621 Thonotosassa R, 752-6631

* Providence 1983 Lumsden Rd, 654-4423

* Riverview 11697 Boyette Rd, 672-1832

» Seffner 1515 S. Parson Ave., 684-5897

* Valrico 1985 E. Brandon Bivd, 654-2324

* Valrico 2511 SR 60 E, 643-4625

© Apolio Beach 220 Apollo Beach Bivd, 645-1499

ol ol

ANY DRYCLEANING
ORDER OVER $25
valld on Incoming Orders Only - No exceptions. '
Valid only w/ coupon, not valld w/ other coupons -
COUPON EXPIRES 9/1/03

BLANKETS, Al
Valid on Incoming Orders Only - No exceptions.
Valid enly w/ coupen, not valid w/ other coupons
COUPON EXPIRES 9/1/03
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Your Inside Connections

The Bloommgdale Homeowners

Association, Inc.

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594. (813) 681-

2051. Fax: (813) 651-1129

E-mail: Bloomingdale. Homeowners@Verizon. net
Web Site: www. BloomingdaleGazette.com
BHA meetings are at the commumty office on the 1st Monday of

each month at 7 p.m.

President — Ted Grable
Vice President — Joe Hickle
Treasurer — Pam Liguori
Director — Tony Diolosa
Director — Steve Heckel
Director — Cheryl Kehrmeyer
Director — Michele Caballer
Director — Billy Hightower
Director — Jane Lee

Director — Stanley Lee
Director — Lydia Harrod

Vice President — Russell Jones

Treasurer — Dale Kahn

Recording Secretary — Alice Burleson
Correspondence Secretary — David West
Trustee — Myron Magedanz

Trustee — Michael Buday

Property Manager — Al Devney

Bloomingdale Mobile Watch
Coordinator/Equipment Manager —

Tony Diolosa, 681-1146 °
«AILLCEL

Treasurer — Paul
Wireless provider for Blooiningdalc Mohile Walch

Kelmer, 681-9701
Patrol Member —
Steven Heckel,
654-4266

Patrol Member — Brad Scharp, 643-5000
Patrol Member — Paul Warr, 685-7883
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Property Manager’s Report

By AL DEVNEY
Devney Property
Management Inc.

Irrigation

Thunder Irrigation added
six spray heads to Zone 6 of
the Rosemead system to cor-
rect a cycling problem with
the pump, added two spray
heads to Zone 8 of the Garnet
system to correct a coverage
problem and replaced the
timer for the Gotham system
that had been hit by light-
ning.

Brandon Irrigation
repaired a separated main
line at Greenhollow and
Orangecrest.

. During the monthly main-

tenance inspection, 44 spray
heads and three rotors were
replaced and five risers were
adjusted or repaired. Addi-
tionally, 22 lights and one
light receptable were
replaced.

Landscaping

Greenturf trimmed the
palm trees as required by its
contract.

Three soil samples from
Natures Way and Greenhol-
low were sent to the Univer-
sity of Florida Extension
Department for pH analysis.
The results indicated the sul-
fur that had been applied had
lowered the pH to a favorable
level that would sustain the

St. Augustine grass and jas-
mine.

Other

There were three accidents
in June. Two were car versus
TECO light pole (one on
Erindale and one on Cul-
breath) and the third was a
car versus two trees and a
wall on Natures Way and
Elton. In all cases, the cars
lost and the drivers were very
lucky that there were no seri-
ous injuries.

ZK Construction installed
47 24- by 24-inch caps on the
tops of the columns on
Natures Way.

DPMI trimmed  the
sycamore trees between

SAY YOU SAW IT IN

Bloomingdale Special Bloomingdale Oaks Special Taxing District
Taxing District PO. Box 3132, Brandon FL 33509-3132. (813) 685-
3509 Bell Shoals Rd., Valrico, FL 33594 2817

(813) 684-6667
BSTD meetings are held at the community
office on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

BOSTD meetings are held at 3419 Cade Lane on the 2nd
Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.

President — Bill Grace

President — Thom Snelling Treasurer — Fred Englehart

Rivercrossing and Oak River,
cleaned the eggs off the direc-
tory sign at Culbreath and
Erindale and met with the
Greenturf president to dis-
cuss the palm tree trimming,
fluffing, mulching and trim-
ming the crape myrtle trees,
provisions of the current con-
tract.

In the land of eat, drink
and pitch out the window, 27
bags of litter were picked up,
two towels, a leveling leg for
something, two shirts, a hub-
cap, a large birthday cake,
three lawn mower blades and
46 cents. The beverages of
choice were Diet Coke for soft
drinks, Bud Light for beer
and Everclear Grain Alcohol
for distilled spirits.

THE BLOOMINGDALE (GAZETTE

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980
3509 Bell Shoals Rd.
Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 681-2051
Fax: (813) 651-1129
E-Mail: News@BloomingdaleGazette.com or dwhite2@mediageneral.com

Executive Director — Joe Liguori
Editor — D’Ann White
Correspondent — Shannan D. Powell
Correspondent — Leslie White
Restaurant Critic — Elton Dumont

Published by Sunbelt Newspapers — 505 W. Robertson,

Brandon, FL 33511. (813) 657-4500

The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along
with The Tampa Tribune on the first Saturday of each month.
Publisher — Carla Rockwell
Advertising Manager — Tami Donaldson; phone: 627-1322; e-mail: tdntm[dsan@mmpamb com

7/23 FIXED RATE

3.75% %

30 YEAR FIXED

5000/0 gl;';

15 YEAR FIXED
3/1 ARM

2.875% s

NO CLOSING
COST LOANS

AVAILABLE!

CALL FOR RATES

River:

PURCHASE or REFINANCE
WITH THE LOWEST RATES IN 45 YEARS

DUNNE & COMPANY

HILLS MORTGAGE

Servmg the Tampa Bay area Since 1989
Lowest Fixed Rates in Florida

Located at the enirance‘to Iﬁver Hills Country Club

ills

COUN’I‘RY CLUB

4316 New River Hills Parkway e Valrico, Florida 33594

REDUCED PAPERWORK!

Call Tim Dunne at

654-1044

APR. based on $150,000 loan amount. Rates and terms subject to change. Rates were current at printing date. Equal housing lender.

S
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Clmmo Elementary Prepares For New Year

- - NEW SPIRIT
SHIRTS AVAILABLE

By LESLIE WHITE
.Correspondent

With the opening of school
just days away, Cimino Ele-
mentary Principal Sandra
‘Frost said she and her staff
are eagerly anticipating the
.beginning of their second
school year.

- “We've grown since last
year. Anticipated enrollment
for August is 900, up from
800 a year ago.”

Due to the increase, Cimi-
no has added a KELP unit, a
k1ndergal ten early learmng
program, and extra units in
kindergarten, first, second
.and fifth grades, which will
help decrease class size.

Three portables have been
moved: on campus, and Frost
assured, ‘No homeroom

classes for K-5 will be housed
in the portables — just one

NOW
ENROLLING

FOR SUMMER

ESE unit and two resource
classes.”

Another change making
the news of late is the cutting
of kindergarten aides across
the county. With six kinder-
garten classes this year,
Cimino currently has four
aides and a floater who will
go from class to class. Com-
pensating for the absence of
the aide, Frost -“hopes that
the parents will remember
how important those first few
weeks are to the kindergart-
ner and volunteer their time
in the classroom to help the
children as they learn all of
these new skills.”

As expected, this year has
a different focus.

“Last year we were a new
school,” said Frost. “This year
we have some baseline data
on our students and know
where we need to focus. We'll
be raising the bar in all areas
and continue our emphasis
on developing character.”

The staff has chosen a

When
school
is out

siingio
IS IN:
If you are unhappy with

your child’s report card, the
time to take action is now.

! If your child has been struggling with schoolwork, the summer is an excellent
time to get ahead for the next school year. Huntington Learning Center can
5| help. Our dedicated teachers can pinpoint your child's strengths and weaknesses
| and tailor a program of instruction to meet his or her needs.

Call Huntington today.

Huntington

4 lEARNING CENTER’
‘ mhﬂnm&ginnl:m:m

BRANDON - CARROLLWOOD  PALM HARBOR
(813) 6811500 (813) 908-1000 ' (727) 937-8400

$50 OFF
Diagnostic
- Evaluation

tndividual testing and tutoring in reading, studv skils, writing, phonics, spelling, math and SAT aren, @

W D~INGY

Sandra Frost

theme for the upcoming year
that will have students
embarking on a “Learning
Safari,” studying each of the
continents. A schoolwide
assembly is planned for the
first day to welcome the stu-
dents ‘and introduce the
theme.

ey e Rayents sganyexpectyclasspyfon

assignments to arrive via
mail any day.

Preview Day is Aug. 5 from
noon to 1 p.m. for last names
beginning with A-L, and 1 to
2 p.m. for last names begin-
ning with M-Z.

Uniform shirts will be for
sale Aug. 4 and 5 from 10

W T fo?

ﬁﬁgﬁmp foam '{h%h a&en d“

aniPreviow
“This year there will he a
new spirit shirt designed by

Gazette Report

Bloomingdale  Little
League will hold winterball
registration for baseball and
softball Aug. 9 from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m., Aug. 13 from 6to 9
p.m. and Aug. 16 from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the Bloomingdale
Little League Civic Center at
the corner of Bloomingdale

Avenue and L1th1a Plnecrest
g W2, Fhe gy (Rt SN

Registration Set For

Parent-Teacher Assoc1atlo
member and local muralist
Denise Brooks. It’s a red T-
shirt with a patriotic theme
reflecting the character traits
students will work on this
year.

Also new is a hunter green
T-shirt with the logo. The
white and navy polo shorts
with the school’s logo are $15,
while the navy, gold and
hunter shirts bearing the
logo are $10 for children, $11
for adults. Spirit shirts are
$10. And all XXL shirts will
cost an extra $2.

The PTA also will sell a
cougar-themed zipper-pull
for $3 each.

Open house is planned for
Sept. 4 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. for
kindergarten through second
and 6:30 to 8 p.m. for grades
three to five.

The PTA has planned-its
budget approval meeting for
the general membership
Sept. 11, and PTA President
Sherri Meredith is looklng

0.8 great year, ...

e ope the parents w'
get involved and we'll acco
plish our goals together.” \;;

This year’s national PTA

-theme is “Every child. One

President Denise Dittfe
encourages all parents
take part in Cimino’s PTA,
“We're working to obtain 1
percent membership- agalh
this year. It benefits t‘.hh
school as well as the sty
dents.”

voice.” Membership Vig

Bloomingdale W'mterba]l

Road.

Boys and pgirls bom
between Sept. 1, 1986 and
July 31, 1999 are ‘able to reﬁ
ister.

Registration for first ch11d
costs $60 with additional sib-
lings costing $30. Must haye
original birth certificate and
proof of residency. Practices
begin week of Sept. 8.

- Information: 684-8422.
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QUESTIONS
and ANSWERS

By MACK AUSTIN

A’ special notice in last
month’s Gazette gave a brief
description of a short-notice
sewer line project that is cur-
rently under way in Bloom-
ingdale. Some of the ques-
tions asked about this project
follow with current 1nforma-
tion:

QUESTION: What exact-
ly is this sewer line project?

ANSWER: This is a Fish-
Hawk development project.
The developer, Newland

Communities, is required by-

the county to construct an off-
site forcemain to connect
FishHawk to the county’s
wastewater  transmission
system. The developer is pay-

ing for the project.

QUESTION: What county
offices are involved in moni-
toring this project?

ANSWER: Several county
offices are very involved. in
monitoring this project. The
Planning and Growth Man-
agement Department
reviewed the project and
issued the required permits.
It also provides inspection of
the infrastructure and gives

final acceptance. The Sher-

iff’s Office will be actively
involved in monitoring all
phases of the project as they
affect traffic and safety. The
Environmental Protection
Commission will monitor
project activities that affect
areas near the Alafia River.

'QUESTION: What route
will the sewer line take?

"ANSWER: The lihe will

, | 685-3636

Bloommgdale

begin on Lithia- P1necrest
Road near the new Stein
Mart store, run along Lithia-
Pinecrest Road and go west
onto Erindale Drive, then
turn south onto Culbreath
Road all the way to the end of
Culbreath Road, go under the
Alafia River and terminate in
FishHawk near Randall Mid-
dle School.

QUESTION: Why doesn’t
the line go south on Lithia-
Pinecrest Road and then turn
west onto FishHawk Boule-
vard instead of going through
the Bloomingdale communi-
ty?

ANSWER: That route was
the first one considered.
Major problems were found
with this route including the
fact that there is no buildable
space for the large (24-inch)
forcemain in the existing
right of way. Existing lines
already in the right of way

Culbreath Sewer Line Pro; ect Gets Under Way

include a 36-inch water
transmission line, a 24-inch
raw water line, an ammonia
line, plus fiber optics and
other lines. There is also an
Alafia River crossing on
Lithia-Pinecrest with no
room on the bridge for anoth:
er large line and there is no

" place to reroute traffic on

Lithia-Pinecrest Road.

QUESTION: What condi-
tion will the Bloomingdale
community roads be left in?

ANSWER: All roads
affected will be totally resur-
faced, not just patched.

QUESTION: How will the
construction affect traffic by
Cimino Elementary School? .

ANSWER: The Sheriff's
Office and Public Works Traf;
fic Engineering Department
will insure all routes to Cimi-
no remain open to traffic.

24 HOUR / 7 DAY SERVICE

Gl’ible Plumbing

We Charge by the
Job...Not the Hour!

You know the price

before we start!

WITH THIS AD

State cemfled plumbing contractor #CFC 032591
Licensed,bonded & insured

N
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Meet Yor Neighbors

John and
Claudia Yake

By D’ANN WHITE

A few years ago, Claudia
and John Yake briefly consid-
ered moving.

After all, their daughter,
Jennifer, was grown and
starting a family of her own,
and their four-bedroom home
on Murry Dale Drive seemed

" too big for just the two of
them.

But it didn’t take Claudia
long to reconsider.

“I looked around but I
couldn’t find anything I liked
as well as this house,” she
said. “It’s so convenient to
shopping and such a great
value.”

And John said he would
especially miss the conserva-
tion area that runs behind
their lot. He and Claudia
have spent countless hours

ron their screened lanai

Protect Yourself

Our experts will discuss:

Tuesday, August 12, 2003
11:30 AM

= TR~ T

from Rising

Care Costs

If you've worked hard for your financial security and don’t want to
take unnecessary chances with all you've earned, please join us for
a free program on how to help protect you and your family from
the rising cost of long term-care.

m The benefits and limitations of Medicare and Medicaid
® The differences between health and Iong;ter'm care insurance
| Flexible approaches to help protect your financial assets

To reserve a seat for you and a relative or friend, please call or
stop by. If you are unable to join us for this free special video
presentation, please ask about other viewing opportunities.

| Dan Sammons, CLU
(Next to “CarWash on The Greens")
3616 Erindale Drive

Serving Brandon, Bloomingdale & Valrico
Bus: 813-681-1462

watching the birds and squir-
rels frolic and listening to the
symphony of frog chirps.

In fact, John became an
overnight community activist
a few. years ago when that
conservation land was
threatened with develop-
ment. A company had pur-
chased the 11-acre property
in a county tax sale and
wanted to fill in a portion of
the wetlands to build a home.
John, with the help of the
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association, successfully
fought the conservation
area’s development.

An Air Force family, the
Yakes moved to their home in
1983 when John was trans-
ferred from Maine to MacDill
Air Force Base.

“Murry Dale was just a dirt
road and Natures Way ended
just past the park,” recalled
John. “This was considered
the end of the road in this
part of the county. There
wasn’t much here.”

Edward Jones

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

a1y

D'ANN WHITE/Photo

Claudia and John Yake say they enjoy their 20-year-old Murry Dale Drive
home, which backs up to a conservation area filled with birds, squirrels and

singing frogs.

There were no McDonald’s
or Wal-Mart, no real com-
mercial development of any
kind.

But fellow military person-
nel had recommended the

* area, and John liked the

rural atmosphere that
reminded him of Maine.
They’d also heard good things
about the school system. Jen-
nifer was in seventh grade at
the time and went on to set a
school track record and
receive a soccer scholarship
to the

Louisville. ]

After moving in, John, an
aircraft maintenance officer,
was sent to Ankara; Turkey,
for 2 1/2 years to help train
the Turkish Air Force in how
to dssemble F-16 aircraft.
Claudia and Jennifer stayed
in Bloomingdale so she could
attend high school here.

Following his stint in
Turkey, John retired from
the Air Force in 1989 with
the rank of major.

In the meantime, Claudia,
an education major who had
only worked as a substitute
teacher, began looking into a
career of her own. She met
Bloomingdale artist Sue
Allen at their children’s soc-
cer game, and Allen told her
Center. Place Fine Arts and
Civic Association was looking
for an executive director.

“Center Place was just
going through some transi-
tion and I came amidst its

University  of

first major fundraiser, the
Patron Party,” said Yake,
who joined Center Place in
1984. “We raised close to
$30,000 that year.”

Claudia was also involved
in the construction of the
Sandy Rodriguez Center,

Place and the

Brando:®

f

which houses both Centei )

Regional Library on Vonder®
burg Drive. The original Cen-
ter Place was housed in the
old Blount Funeral Home

building that had been’
moved to the site donated by

the Clayton family. ‘

In 1990, in a first-of-its-
kind private-public partner-
ship anywhere in the coun-
try, Center Place and the
library moved into its current
building. Center Place donat-
ed space on the 3.5-acre site
to the county and, in return,
the county built the building
and is leasing space to Center
Place for $1 a year.

In the years since joining
Center Place, Claudia said
she’s had an opportunity to
see artists come into their
own and children who came
to Center Place for theater
productions return with their
own children,

Once, she was in the Dal-
las-Fort Worth Airport when
she noticed two children star-
ing at her. It turned out, they
were from Brandon and rec-
ognized her as the “theate

See NEIGHBORS, Page 30
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Bloomingdale Yard Of The Month

Gazette Report

Although they only pur-
chased their Bloomingdale
East home in April, Loran G.
and Helen T. Barnes have
already transformed the yard
of their house at 1302 Monte
Lake Drive.

Loran said he grew up gar-
dening in South Florida and
enjoys getting outdoors and
working in the yard. “I'm a
country boy,” he said. “I love
being outside.”

In fact, some of the plants
he transplanted to his Bloom-
ingdale yard came from his
mother’s home in South
Florida. After replacing sod,
Loran landscaped around the
yard’s abundant trees and
mailbox with colorful crotons,
coleus, caladium and Mexi-
can heather — all hardy
plants in Central Florida and
relatively easy to maintain,
he said.

The Barnes received a $25
gift certificate to Wal-Mart as

Loran G. and Helen T. Barnes of 1302 Monte Lake Drive won Yard of the Month.

the Bloomingdale Homeown-
ers Association’s Yard of the
Month winners.

If you would like to nomi-

nate a Yard of the Month, e-
mail your suggestion to
Gazette editor D’Ann White
at

dwhite2@mediageneral.com,
drop your suggestion by the
BHA office, 3509 Bell Shoals
Road or call 681-2051.
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Drug Prevention Progran: Focuses On i%loomingdale

By D’ANN WHITE

" It’s easy to complain about
the pervasiveness of illegal
drugs in today’s society, said
Dan Cosby. “It’s another
thing to step up to the plate
and do something.”

But the Hillsborough
County Drug Alliance is hop-
ing Bloomingdale parents,
educators, business people,
church leaders and interest-
ed residents will do just that.
The alliance is asking people
to volunteer for a project that
could help alleviate drug use
and accompanying social
problems in their communi-

Cosby, the father of a
recovering cocaine addict
who attended Bloomingdale
High School and now a certi-
fied addictions counselor and
member of the alliance, intro-
duced the Communities That
Care program to the Bloom-
ingdale Homeowners Associ-
ation at the July meeting.

The pilot program in

Bloomingdale is one of three
being put into place in Hills-
borough County. The other
two communities are Semi-

-nole Heights and Town ‘N

Country.

“It doesn’t make any differ-
ence where you live,” said
Communities That Care
chairwoman Kay Doughty,
noting that drugs affects all
races and income levels.
“There’s a problem and we
need to identify the reasons.”

According to alliance gen-

.eral manager Jan MacLeod,

the alliance is funded by the
Hillsborough County Com-
mission and is composed of
law enforcement, court per-
sonnel, the State Attorney’s
Office, the Public Defender’s
Office, churches, medical per-
sonnel, counselors and other
members of the community
interested in creating a net-
work of drug prevention and
treatment sources across the
county. i
Most recently, the alliance
has received grants to initi-

With hands-on assistance, I can
teach you how to quickly and
easily turn those boxes of
precious photos and
memorabilia into keepsake
scrapbook photo albums.

Are your photos in a box?
Are the photos of your child’s

first bike ride buried in the
garage alongside her old bike?

For more information, call:

Warrie L. Ramirez
(813) 685-2181 or
(813) 545-5084
wiram114@msn.com

Se habla Espafiol

Visit www.creativememories.com or
call the Creative Memories Home
Office 1o find a Consultant near you.
(800) 341-5275

Cob B A vk

HIGIHOTIES,

Photo-safe Scrapbook Photo Albums
Classes and Workshops
Business Opportunities
338120

ate the Communities That
Care program. The program
was started by then-Pennsyl-
vania Gov. Tom Ridge in his
state and proved so success-
ful that it has spread to other
states, McCloud said.

The alliance is now in the
process of putting together a
volunteer committee to facili-

tate the program. The pro-:

gram will consist of survey-
ing Bloomingdale High
School students to find out
the causes of high-risk
behaviors such as violence,
school dropout, drug use,
teen pregnancy and crime.
Once those causes are identi-
fied, the alliance will work on
ways to discourage the high-
risk behavior.

“Once we demonstrate a
problem through a database,
we can get the funding to do
something,” said MacLeod.

“We need a committed
group composed of parents,
elected officials, youth, law
enforcement, business peo-
ple, school staff, representa-
tives of youth organizations
and church leaders,” said
Cosby. “I want Bloomingdale

to take ownership of this pro-.
gram,”

“We're just ldoking for peo-

ple who are interested in
making a difference in their
community, added McLeod.

McLeod said the alliance is
looking for five residents to
serve on the Brandon Com-
munities That Care commit-
tee. Those interested will
undergo five training ses-
sions and be available for
weekly meetings lasting an
hour or two. Training will
take place Aug. 11-12 from
4:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Com-
fort Inn on Busch Boulevard
at Interstate 75.

The alliance expects to
begin surveying students this
fall. Once the three initial
programs are put into place,
the program will be extended
countywide.

“The better job we do at
prevention, the less we need
to do for enforcement and
treatment,” said Cosby.

Those interested in work-
ing on the project can contact
Cosby at 626-5394, Doughty
at 980-3866 or MacLeod at
276-2539.

Watch Your Backwash

Gazette Report

' Ifyou are draining or back-
washing your pool, please be
sure the hose you have
attached to the pump reach-
es all the way to the street.

Al Devney, president of
DPMI, (the Bloomingdale
property management com-
pany) has noticed some resi-
dents, particularly those
with properties that back up
to a common wall, draining
only to the tree line. This

causes the chlorine in the dis-
charge to kill the grass in the
common areas and possibly
damage the trees.

“Please help us spend your
tax money wisely and take
the necessary steps if your
are not running your dis-
charge line to the gutter,”
said Devney. “Your Bloom-
ingdale neighbors will appre-
ciate it and you will be help-
ing keep the Bloomingdale
common areas neat and
attractive.”

Hearing Set On Paddlewheel
Traffic Problems

Gazette Report

" Hillsborough County will
hold a public meeting to dis-
cuss traffic problems along
Paddlewheel Drive from
Bloomingfield Drive to

Sweetleaf Drive in Bloomin-
dale West Aug. 4 at 6:30 p.m.
at the Stephanie Ann Cul-
bertson Center in Blooming-
dale West Park, 3919 Canoga
Park Drive, l
Call: 272-5275. !

V)
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Neighborhood PRIDE Cleanup Day Is Saturday, Aug. 16

~3y CHERYL KEHRMEYER
BHA director

Mark your calendar and
don’t miss out!

Our Bloomingdale Neigh-
borhood PRIDE Program
(People of Bloomingdale
Revitalizing,  Improving,
Developing and Enjoying our
great community) is gearing
up for its second cleanup day,
and another chance for you to
do your part in cleaning up
your yard and neighborhood.

The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association is invit-
ing all Bloomingdale resi-
dents to bring your unwant-
ed items from the yard and
garage to our disposal site
Saturday, Aug. 16.

We are also pleased to
have a willing group of volun-
teers who are continuing to
work in seven of our neigh-
borhoods to ensure that our
Bloomingdale community
continues to be an enjoyable
place to call home, and that

o .
YOU MAY SEE CHILDREN. W

Regional Residential Household
Chemicals and Electronics Collection

Gazette Report

Although you WILL
NOT be able to bring haz-
ardous waste (paint,
household chemicals, bat-
teries and propane tanks)
to the Bloomingdale
Cleanup Site Aug. 16, the
following lists Hillsbor-
ough County Solid Waste

sites and dates for disposal

of these items:

Bloomingdale remains one of
the most sought-after home
markets in Hillsborough
County.

Through this Neighbor-
hood PRIDE Program, the

'BHA’s goal is to implement

the program in eight addi-
tional sections this quarter,

Site hoursare 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. For the safety of the
public and employees, col-
lections may be suspended
during periods of severe
weather., .

Household chemicals
collections (no electronics
will be accepted)

Acceptable items: paints

See SAFETY, Page 28

and all of Bloomingdale’s 40
sections by the end of 2003.

Neighborhood Cleanup

The BHA, with the cooper-
ation of the Hillsborough
County parks and solid waste
departments and Liberty
Waste, will provide a conven-

Ok, they might not all be interested in agriculture. But a good education is important to each and every
one. That's why we spend hundreds of hours and thousands of dollars each year on local education,
We see it as an investment in our future.

IMC is the world’s leading producer of phosphate crop nutrients and animal feed ingredients and a
proud partner in education in this community.

) NN 863-428-2500 | www.imcgiobal.com | www.floridaphosphatefacts.com

ient way for you to clean up

' your garage and yard with-

out having to take debris to
the solid waste facilities. '

On Saturday, Aug. 16,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m,, you can
deliver your unwanted junk
to the Hillshorough County
Parks Department Mainte-
nance Unit II at 1626
Natures Way, just west of
Alafia Elementary School.

Items you CAN bring to
the Neighborhood Cleanup
site include: old refrigerators,
ovens, water heaters, televi-
sions, steel and other metals,
old furniture (such as couch-
es, chairs, tables and mat-
tresses), construction debris
(such as concrete, bricks,
glass and roofing materials)
and tires.

We CANNOT accept any
items normally picked up at
the curb by Hillsborough
County such as household
trash and yard waste, solid
waste from commercial activ-

See PRIDE, Page 28
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Bloomingdale Woman Voted Hono

By JOYCE McKENZIE

Al her life, the fifth-gener-
ation Brandon resident has
aspired to be part of a com-
munity tradition begun when
she was just a youngster.

Not only did her dream
come true on the morning of
July 4, but Becky Jordan, a
Bloomingdale resident and
one of three candidates in
this year’s Brandon honorary
mayor’s race, playeda major
role in setting two all-time
records.

When the “votes” were
counted, Jordan racked up
$53,902.54 during  her

monthlong campaign, more -

than any other candidate in
the history of the 44-year-old
annual “competition.”

Her “opponents,” Pat
Magruder and Rosalind
Creager, respectively earned
$18,980.92 and $17,182.32.

The $90,065.79 total is the
highest amount ever tallied
in the history of the annual

JOYCE McKENZIE/Photo

Becky Jordan, Brandon’s new honorary mayor, right, gives a hug to Grita Per-
ry, the outgoing 2002-03 honorary mayor Grita Perry.

candidates’ designated chari-
ties.

“It’s been a whirlwind, but
I've had a lot ‘of help. I
applaud all my supporters,
especially my employer and
my husband and other peo-

campaign, beating the previ-
ous record of $66,235 set in
the 2001-02 race.

As usual, however, there
were no “losers” in this race
since the real winners are the

ﬂandyman.)

*Free Estimates
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ple’s husbands who’ve been
saints,” said Jordan, a real
estate agent for Keller
Williams Realty. “My ulti-
mate goal was to promote our
wonderful community spirit
and what Brandon has to
offer. I couldn’t imagine liv-
ing anywhere else.”

As tradition stands, candi-
dates are sponsored by local
community and civic organi-
zations and hold fundraising

ir &

We match the professional with the job
to be done...all tradesmen with 15-years

o A ; The Fix-It . events throughout June. The

Ceiling Fans & Lights ‘ e money is disbursed among
*Tile & Flooring Kitchen & Bath

; Remodeling
*Drywall & Insulation Serving all of
— g Hillsborough & Pinellas
*Masonry & Rainting 2-Year guarantee
*Stucco & Texturing on all work!
*Carpentry & Cabinets Gazette Report
TOLL FREE Natalie Ann  Brown,

daughter of Judy and Myron
Magedanz, received her doc-
tor of medicine degree from
the University of South Flori-
da College of Medicine May
10 at the Tampa Bay Per-
forming Arts Center.

Brown, who now lives in
Tampa, attended Alafia Ele-
mentary and Burns Middle’
School before graduating

EN- T

- 3P

|1 Expires830003 }! Expires 83003 !

i
hiot vatid

Licensed, Bonded, Insured...Financing Ayailable

rary Mayor

the Presidents’ Roundtabld)
the race’s founder and over-
seer, the candidate’s sponsor-
ing organization and his or
her selected charities.

The roundtable receives 10
percent for its community
activities, which includes
Brandon’s Fourth of July
parade and its annual public
affairs dinner. The candi-
date’s sponsoring organiza-
tion is entitled to 10 percent
and the chosen charities
receive 80 percent.

Jordan’s sponsor, the
Brandon Sunburst Chapter
of the American Business
Women’s Association, held a
series of eight fundraising
events. The beneficiaries are
the Brandon Care Preégnancy
Center, Brandon Outreach
Clinic, the Bill Carey Bran-
don Boys & Girls Club, the
Ophelia Project and Bran-
don-Hillsborough Young
Life, both Campo Family
YMCA-based programs.

According to Steve Saun-
ders, a past president of the
Presidents’ Roundtable, Jor-
dan has also offered to add a."
additional $800 bayond hel
earnings toward a mayor’s
float she'd like to see includ-
ed in next year’s Fourth of
July parade.

“She wants all the candi-
dates to ride on it, because, as
she said, we have no losers in
this race,” Saunders said.

The Greater Brandon
Chamber of Commerce’s

See MAYOR, Page 30

Bloomingdale Grad Begins
Career In Medicine

from Bloom-
ingdale High
School in
1995,

Her spe-
cialty is
internal
medicine,
and she

Brown plans to do
her intern-

ship in Tampa Bay, mog
likely at Tampa Generj\

Hospital.
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On parade

3 Bloomingdale Homeowners As-

sociation board member Joe
Hickle and former Bloomingdale
resident J.R. Tabor greet those
attending the Brandon Fourth of
July Parade. Joni Hickle drove
the truck provided by James Ri-
vard of James Rivard Pontiac-
GMC. “We really want to thank
James Rivard for getting us a

truck on such short notice,” said

Hickle. “He really came to our
aid.” This was the first time the
BHA has had a unit in the pa-

rade. Next year, the board hopes

to build a float based on the bes
design submitted by Blooming-
dale residents.

t

o

 BLOOMINGDALE

e —

; ahhorhood PRIDE T’rﬂumm )
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Bloomingdale Substation Notes

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER
and OFFICER SANDY
CAPITANO

Prepare Now — A New
School Year Is Here

The 2003 school year
begins this month. Our first
concern must be for the safe-
ty and protection of the thou-
sands of kids headed back to
school in our community:.
Many will be walking or rid-
ing bikes to school for the
first time. Some will be walk-
ing or riding in areas where
sidewalks have still not been
installed. Hundreds will be
riding school buses. Many
teens will be driving to school
for the first time. All of these
combined with drivers in a
hurry make for some very
dangerous situations.

Parents, please take the
time to talk to your kids
about the importance of
being safe. Talk about safe
bike riding - wearing hel-

mets, crossing only at cross-
walks and obeying all bike-
riding rules. Discuss the
importance of being careful
when approached by
strangers. Walk or ride in
groups. Cover the route they
must take to school and
emphasize the importance of
taking this route. Walk the
route with them before school
starts. Note the seriousness
of them staying at their bus
stop and watching out for
cars.

Some kids will be latchkey
kids for the firs t time. Stress
the importance of staying
inside, knowing the emer-
gency numbers and numbers
for parents or friends, follow-
ing the rules set for using
kitchen appliances and not
talking to strangers.

Parents, you have to pre-
pare yourself for a new school
year, too. Include extra trav-
el time in your commute.
Note where new schools have
opened up. This means more

traffic, more delays, more
kids and more buses. Buckle
up everyone in your cars.
Watch out for school buses.
Your kids are watching you.
Don’t talk on the phone and
drive. Pay attention. The
safety of your kids and the
safety of other kids are much
more important than any
phone call. :

Stop Both Ways
For School Buses

Thousands of children will
be riding school buses and
waiting at bus stops. Most of
the school buses do not have
seat belts.

Drivers must give full
attention when driving near
schools. Florida traffic laws
require that all cars must
stop both ways for school
buses on roads without medi-
ans. This law applies to all
traffic on Bloomingdale
Avenue west of Bell Shoals
Road. Also, give yourself
more distance between other

kin

[ your home:

West Park Realty Competitors
Sale Price  $200,000 $200,000
¢l Commission  $7,000  $12,000

(3% +$1,000).  (6%)

Why pay more
when you
can pay less?

= A total savings of $5,000!

List your home with a full service

Real Estate Company for
$1,000s less!

Weost ¥V ounk:

Realty, Inc.

813-657-9747 « 813-672-0822

104230

vehicles and especially the
buses in front of you. Slow
down.

Bike Riders Be Smart

Your parents may think
you are hard-headed, but you
still need a bike helmet. Hun-
dreds of you will be riding
your bikes to school, especial-
ly to Alafia Elementary and
the new Cimino Elementary.
Florida law requires that you
wear bike helmets. Be a
smart bike rider and wear
your helmet. Head injuries

¢ e
are very serious and can b‘ !

fatal. You want to really
enjoy this new school year.
Don’t be one of the hundreds
of kids and adults seriously
injured each year, some criti-
cally because they weren’t
wearing a bike helmet. Par-
ents, if you ride bikes with
them, wear your helmets, too.

Speeders Beward

If you plan on speeding in
school zones, you just got the
only warning you’ll get from
the sheriff's deputies. This is
very serious business. There
will no more warnings. You
speed, you pay and you pay
big. The average ticket in
some areas last year was
more than $300. The same

goes for running red lights.

There will be special patrols
watching for you. Speeding
fines are doubled in school
zones. Slow down. It is that
simple.

No Cutting Through
Neighborhoods

No -one wants- driver} ' )
speeding and cutting through
their neighborhood to bypass -

traffic. So don’t do it yourself.

It is totally disrespectful. ,

Several streets have been

identified and residents are - -

watching for offenders. Sher-
iff's deputies also will be
patrolling them. Allow plenty
of time for your commute. .

Respect the lives and neigh- *

borhoods of others.
Make 2003-04 a safe school
year, ;

Look for your
neighborhood news
The Bloomingdale
Gazette
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Deputies Make Arrest In Pipeline Theft

News Report

A 29-year-old Valrico man
has been charged with oper-
ating a methamphetamine
lab at his home on Stearns
Road and breaking into an
ammonia pipeline that
caused a toxic gds cloud to
cover portions of FishHawk
Ranch.

According to the Hillsbor-
ough County Sheriff's Office,
Richard Erick Hansen Jr. of
2621 Stearns Road was
arrested June 22 following a
sheriff’s investigation.

The sheriff’s office received
a complaint June 20 that
Hansen was making threat-

ening calls to a relative.
When deputies followed up
on the complaint, they found
that electricity was being
stolen at the home and what
looked like chemicals com-
monly used in the manufac-
ture of methamphetamine,
an illegal stimulant, stored
outside the home.

Detectives conducted sur-
veillance followed by execu-
tion of a search warrant with
both sheriff’s officials and
Drug Enforcement Agency
officials participating. The

" agents seized several items of

evidence and later arrested
Hansen at a home in Thono-
tosassa.

The sheriff’'s office said
detectives also found materi-
als used to manufacture
methamphetamine and two
guns in his car.

Hansen was charged with
two counts of manufacturing
a controlled substance, two
counts of possession of a
firearm, one count of manu-
facture, sale or possession of
explosive devices and one
count of trespass and theft of
utilities.

Also, based on burns on
Hansen’s arms and legs at
the time of his arrest, possi-
bly caused by exposure to the
ammonia, as well as items
discovered at the Stearns

SAY YOU SAW IT IN

THE BLOOMINGDALE (GAZETTE

Road home during the execu-
tion of the search warrant,
deputies believe he may be
responsible for the anhy-
drous ammonia theft May 27
from a pipeline on the north
side of FishHawk Boulevard.

The matter was referred to
the U.S. Attorney’s Office,
and Hansen was indicted by

- a federal grand jury July 25,

He is charged with conspira-
cy to possess and manufac- -
ture methamphetamine as
well as possessing ammonia
used to manufacture
methamphetamine. :
The federal charges could
carry a sentence of life in
prison.

j -

Tues.,Wed., & Thurs.
4:30pm to 9:00pm
Friday & Saturday

4:30pm to 10:00pm

Phone: (813) 571-7630
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1912 Main Street, Valrico, Florida

THE Place For Seafood
Family Owned Since 1975
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Housed in an early 1900's general store, Willie's
has been turning out great seafood dishes for 28

years.

We serve a selection of fresh seafood, such as
shrimp, scallops, oysters, mahi mahi, mer-
luza, grouper and smoked salmon
(smoked in our own smoker).

Also we are famous for our catfish and alliga-
tor. Willie’s has several Louisiana style dishes

including crawfish

grouper and a New Orleans topping of shrimp
and scallops sautéed in sweet butter served,
over grouper or catfish.

On the menu are several pastas (all made with
fresh pasta) and a number of seafood and chick-
en chef salads. Prices range from $6.49 to

$13.99.

ponchartrain over

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY

Choice of Catfish Fillets, Clam Strips, Mahi Mahi, Popcorn Crawfish & Merluza

Now Including...

FRIED

(Dine In Only}

SHRIMP
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Bloomingdale Area Community Council Report

By MACK AUSTIN

" The Bloomingdale Area
Community Council is made
up of residents from homeown-
ers associations in the commu-
nity who work directly with
Community Resource Deputy
Pete Maurer, Community Ser-
vice Officer Sandy Capitano
and other local government
representatives to coordinate
the resolution of community
issues and concerns.

The BACC meets monthly
(third Thursday at 7 p.m. at
the Sheriff's Community Sta-
tion) to discuss current issues
that have been brought to the
attention of a council mem-
ber, Maurer or Capitano.

Participation and inputs
from residents is needed to
improve the quality, safety
and security in our neighbor-
hoods. At the July 2003
BACC meeting, members dis-
cussed updates on the follow+
ing projects:

Traffic
Drivers running red lights:
The sheriff's office has
increased patrols.

Illegal parking at Alafia
Elementary® School: The
BACC will continue to edu-'
cate parents on the impor-
tance of obeying the “No
Parking” signs.

Speeding in neighbor-
hoods: Residents from sever-
al neighborhoods are work-
ing with the county’s traffic
calming program.

An enhanced crosswalk at
the Bloomingdale Little
League and Campo YMCA:

“U Bush

The BACC will coordinate
with the Bloomingdale Little
League, the YMCA and the
county to address this safety
issue.

Recruiting crossing guards
and school bus drivers: There
continues to be a need for
these services. ,

Obtaining a three-way
stop at Culbreath Road and
Natures Way is another safe-
ty project the BACC is work-
ing on.

.Homeland security

Support for the troops is
continuing.

Law enforcement support:
Residents are encouraged to
report suspicious persons,
vehicles and activities.

Business Watch: The
BACC will promote partici-
pation.

Worship Watch: Participa-
tion is encouraged among
churches as well.

Citizens Academy; The
BACC will encourage atten-
dance.

Growth/construction

Developers are still pursu-
ing construction at Blooming-
dale Avenue and John Moore
Road.

The property next to
Bloomingdale High Schooal is
being considered for profes-
sional offices.

Lithia-Pinecrest Road and
Bloomingdale Avenue inter-
section: The BACC is moni-
toring changes development.

The BACC is coordinating
acquisition of property off

Of Quality”

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

PRESSU

RE WASHING

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES
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Bloomingdale Iftesidant
Tod Howard

MACK AUSTIN/Photo

Direct coordination and communica-
tion with state Rep. Johnnie Byrd, R-
Plant City, and his staff has resulted
in several improvements in the
Bloomingdale area. The involvement
of young people, such as lan
Hanchett, pictured with Byrd, is en-
couraged.

Springvale Drive for an
access road to the proposed
dog park.

The BACC is monitoring
the widening of Boyette Road
from U.S. 301 to Balm-
Riverview Road.

The BACC plans to request
bike lanes when turn lanes
are adding to Bell Shoals
Road.

The BACC is watching the
sewer line down Lithia to
Erindale Drive to Culbreath
Road, which begin in July.

Security

Home burglaries: The
BACC is educating residents
on securing homes and clos-
ing garage doors.

The BACC also helps edu-
cate residents on taking
proper security measures.

Residents are encouraged
to lock up autos and valu-
ables to discourage burgla-
ries and vandalism.

Mobile Watch: A new pro-
gram is getting under way
and articipation is needed.

Neighborhood Watch:
Increased participation is
needed.

Safety

Sidewalks at Cimino Ele-
mentary School: The BACC
is awaiting coordination from
Hillshborough County’s Public
Works Traffic Engineering
Division.

Car seat program: Resi-
dents are asked to call the

Sheriff's Community St;« )
! )

tion for appointments at 63
8040. Sexual predator pro-

.grams: The sheriff's office

closely monitors convicted
sexual predators who live in
the area.

The BACC also is promot-
ing additional stations in the
area.

Library

Monitoring construction of
the south Brandon library
due to start in December.

Name for the library:
Names have been submitted
and the community is await-
ing a decision by the Hillsbor-
ough County Library Board.

A Friends of the Library
group has been started for
the south Brandon library.

" Legislation

- The BACC is continuing to
work directly with state Rep.
Johnnie Byrd, R-Plant City,
and his staff on legislative
issues such as school budg-
ets, growth, transportation,
homeland
health care.

Special notes

Maurer noted that there
has been an arrest in a major
crime near Bloomingdale,
due to calls to the sheriff’s
Crime Stoppers program.
Sheriff's detectives and Drug
Enforcement Agency official
arrested a Valrico man and
charged him with operating a
methamphetamine lab on
Stearns Road.

Maurer briefed council
members on special law
enforcement activities. These
include the identification and
confiscation of fake identifi-
cation cards. Parents are
asked to be alert for these.
They give teens access to
alcohol. Also, stores are being
monitored for compliance
with laws regarding properly
checking IDs before selling
alcohol.

All Florida law enforce-
ment officers are participat-
ing in a special DUI Driving
Reduction Program. Ne
warnings are being given aﬁ
fines are expensive.

security ari“ ) )
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Expa.nsion Planned For Green Boutique

By D’ANN WHITE

It won’t be Panera Bread.
But the Creagers are hoping
they can entice something
equally tasty to the property

' next to The Green Boutique

at 1014 Bloomingdale Ave.,
east of Bell Shoals Road.

Roz and Mark Creager and
son, Matt, have operated a
gift shop and antiques shop
on the property that was once
their home for 12 years.

In addition, they own the
property just east of The
Green Boutique, which is
currently used for boat stor-

age. The Creagers are
requesting that the entire
6.62-acre property be rezoned
for a planned development:
that would allow commercial

‘and professional office uses.

A hearing before the coun-
ty’s zoning hearing master
has been scheduled for Aug.
4, -
A planned development, a
more detailed type of zoning,
would allow the Creagers to
present a detailed plan of
what they’d like to do with
the property.

Matt Creager said they
had previously negotiated

with Panera Bread to build a
restaurant there but the
restaurant decided to go into
Lithia Crossing instead.

“We're keeping our options
open,” he said. “We’d love to
get a restaurant here.”

At the same time, the
Creagers would like to
expand their gift shop and
antique shop, voted best in
Brandon in the 2003 Bran-
don News Best of Brandon
readers poll.

“We want to keep the char-
acter we have now but add to
it,” said Creager.

Creager said other possible

Say you saw it in

The Bloomingdale Gazette

businesses on the property
include a tea room and salon
and spa.

Their plan has the
endorsement of Ted Grable,
president of the Blooming-
dale Homeowners Associa-
tion, who noted that the com-
munity’s newest restaurant,
Chili’s‘in Lithia Crossing, is
packed nearly every night.

“This is a business that fill
a need in the community,” he
said. “We need places to eat.
We'd prefer businesses that
would serve the community
to those that would draw out-
side the community.”
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Restaurant Review

Crispers Offers ‘Fast Casual’ Dining'

Crispers
11019 Causew.
(Lumsden) Blv

Brandon, Fl 33511
Phone: 654-9940
Fax: 654-9945

By ELTON DUMONT

Mrs. Dumont and I tried
Brandon’s newest restdurant
recently.

I talked to the corporate
office in Lakeland and found
out that it should work like
this: You enter and are
acknowledged by a greeter.
You pick up your menu and
child’s menu if you need one,
then proceed to the couriter to
place your order.

The cashier takes your
money and gives you a hum-
ber. You find a table and one
of the floor servers brings you
your food and anything else
you want except drinks.
Drinks are self-serve for the
most part. -

Crispers call this strategy,
“fast casual.” That means
that the floor servers should
be available if you want any
additional condiments, nap-
kins, silverware, etc.

The special board listed 12
soups including Chicken
Dumpling, Veggie Rotini and

Violin Lessons

Cream of Spinach. There are
three sizes; the cup is $2.69,
a bowl is $3.29 and a quart is
$5.99. My wife had a cup of
the Chicken with Wild Rice
and I chose a cup of Veggie
Rotini.

Both were really excellent
— rich, tasty and just the
right spices. (My first choice
was Cream of Spinach, but
they were out of it).

Salads are their signature
items and the Summer Salad
($7.25) is one of their best
and most popular.

It i1s a fresh spring mix
with honey-cured turkey,
mandarin oranges, strawber-
ries, apples, red onions,
crumbled gorgonzola cheese
and sugared pecans. There
are about 20 types of dressing
including lite and fat-free as
well as standard homemade.
Other salads include the
Thai Fusion, Cobb, Greek,
Crisper Nicoise and a host of
others.

They range in price from
$3.25 for the small Garden
Salad to $8.95 for the Nicoise
Salad.

The specialty sandwich
board includes an East Coast
Chicken with Bacon, Swiss
and Honey Mustard ($5.75),

or the West Coast Chicken

with Avocado Slices, Sprouts
and Honey Lime Dressing
($5.75). There are Reubens,
Baked Tuna, Uptown Ham

* Beginner thru Advanced e Fiddle & Classical

' e all ages ¢ flexible hours

¢ conveniently located in Twin Lakes

Mike Marc » 689-344

DOUIDW W

with Turkey and Downtown
Turkey with Roast Beef.
They range from $5.65 to
$6.95.

Classic-style sandwiches
are a little less at $4.95 and a
Half Classic is available at
$3.95.

Mrs. Dumont chose the
Reuben and I chose a Half
Classic Corned Beef. The
corned beef on both was very,
very lean, but also bland.

If you have room for
dessert, take a trip to the
dessert counter for Brownies,
Publix Premium Ice Cream,
Carrot Cake, Chocolate Cake
or Classic Cheesecake. Our
total price for two small
soups, one Reuben, one Half
Classic and two soft drinks
was $19.32.

A tad pricey but well worth
it for quality and absolute
freshness.

The beverage list is also
extensive. On the hot side
choose from Mocha Cream,
Caramel Java, Cocoa,
Espresso, Cappuccino, Caffe
Latte or Hot Chocolate. On
the cold side, they offer frozen
Caramel Chiller, Root Beer
Float and a Mochaccino
Blast.

The take-out counter is
always busy so call or fax in
ahead. Don’t overlook the
sampler and salad platters
for medium and large groups.
Each feeds six to 10 and

Look for your
neighborhood news
The Bloomingdale
Gazette

starts at only $25.95 for the
Garden Salad Platter or the
East Coast Chicken Platter
at $37.95.

The “Lunchinabox” is great

for picnics, golf outings and
excursions. It is individually
boxed for 25 or more and
includes a sandwich, cookie
and chips.

Our problem on this visit
was the service. We were not
greeted, they were out of chil-
dren’s menus, we couldn’t get
anybody on the floor to serve
us extra napkins, condiments
or silverware.

I understand they were
new and busy, but if you can’t

keep up with the customers’ .

requests, make that part of it
self-service and be done with
it.

As a matter of fact, I went
back two days later to get a
child’s menu for this report
and they were still out. Man-

agement, are you listening?
My suggestion: When you goy !
make sure you know exactly"

how you want your sandwich
or soup dressed when you
order it.

It could be a real challenge
to get what you want once
you're seated.

Rating based on b stars:
FOOD » % % 1/2
AMBIENCE % % 1/2
SERVICE % 1/2
OVERALL % % %
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By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

Noticed the eye-catching
van driving around Bloom-
ingdale that looks like a clos-
et left opened? :

Good. That’s just what the
owners of Quality Dry Clean-
ers had in mind when they
designed it.

Tom Copack and Rick
Ehrgott, co-owners of Quality
Dry Cleaners, have estab-
lished a new service: free
home pickup and delivery.

They says they know how
busy their customers are, and
how cumbersome waiting in
one more line can be. So, they
found a way to alleviate that
by plotting their customers
on weekly routes, allowing
them to sinmiply hang out their
dry-cleaning in a bright yel-

low bag on a door hanger,

both provided by Quality.
“It’s not just the ultimate
in convenience, it saves cus-
tomers time'and gas by elim-
inating the weekly trips to

the drop-off store,” said
hrgott.
And the Quality team said

the prices are the same or
less than drop-off users cur-
rently pay.

Having just taken over the
existing business in January,
Copack and Ehrgott want to
deliver top-quality service
while, at the same time, give
their customers more value. -

“I was sitting at a stop light
watching the line at-a drive-
up window 4t a competitor’s
drop store. There were six or
seven cars in line and, I
thought, those people will
probably be waiting for 10 or
15 minutes,” said Ehrgott. “I
imagined that they were all
very busy professional people
that had things to'do when

i
i

J

_(—IIeanérs—Unveil_s Pickup, Delivery Service
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Home Pick up
and Delivery

LESLIE WHITE/Photo

From left are Tom Copack, Quality Dry Cleaners co-owner and-general manager, Rick Ehrgott, co-owner and Monica

Stidham, route manager

they got home. I was sure
that they felt that they didn't
need the aggravation. So, the
light bulb went off and I
thought, ‘We’ll take the
cleaners to them.”

One of the things the pick-
up and delivery service does
is eliminate the overhead of
operating multiple drop
stores.

By cutting down the expen-
ditures of rent, utilities,
phone, insurance and other
overhead costs, Quality has
been able to provide the serv-
ice for the same price or less,
and even offer the conven-
ience of a monthly billing sys-
tem.

Getting started with Qual-
ity is simple. A customer calls
the cleaners at 757-6200 and
simply chooses a day to start
pickup and provides all the
necessary information. That
day, a laundry bag and hook
will be delivered and, on the
chosen assigned day, all the
customer has to do is hang
out his or her bag of dry

LETTERS? COMMENTS? (QUESTIONS?

E-mail: Letters@BloomingdaleGazette.com

cleaning, and the route man-
ager will drive by and pick it
up: The dry cleaning is deliv-
ered back to the home in two
days.

Customers will receive a

monthly statement.
Quality Dry Cleaners
extends service to Valrico,

Bloomingdale, FishHawk,
Riverview, Brandon and
Plant City.
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 Home School Moms Open Mail-Order Businidss

By JOYCE McKENZIE

For years, Eugenia Cas-
taneda, the mother of four
home-schooled children, has
relied on catalogs for the
materials she uses.to teach
her youngsters.

Until recently, the Bran-
don mother’s primary source
for ‘obtaining those supplies
came from vendors ‘at the
annual Florida Home-
schooled State Convention in
Orlando.

“T oftentimes found it diffi-
cult because I was . always
under pressure to get what I
need and had to buy all my
materials at once,” she said.

Today, however, Castane-
da no longer feels compelled
to deal with that stressful
experience each  year.
Instead, she uses the services
of Joyful Hearts Homeschool
Resources Inc., a business
started in May by her friend,
Donna Lynes, and former
teacher Denise Steffan, both
home school moms.

Located in Brandon at 912
E. Bloomingdale Ave. at the
northwest corner of Bell
Shoals Road, the company
provides a wide selection of
mail-order curricula special-
ly designed for home-
schooled youngsters. Materi-
als are sold at discounted
prices and shipping charges
are waived on orders above
$100.

“It's been helpful for me
because I do a lot of catalog
shopping,” Castaneda said.
“I've now gotten used to get-
ting the catalogs, bringing

them home and looking at
them in my own time.”

" Another plus, she said, is
that she no longer has to pur-
chase all of her materials at
once, but rather as she can
afford them.

“It’s very expensive .to
home school and I want to be
able to have the: best
resources available,” Cas-
taneda said. “It’s also more
than their offering books —
they also offer suggestions.
It’s just a great service they
are offering in our communi-
ty'”

'S TWiR,,
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Fellow Brandon resident
Jan Barker, mother of two
home-schooled children,
agrees. .

“It’s a really positive expe-
rience because they have a
good attitude and good mate-
rials,” she said. “They’re not
there to push a curriculum,
but they’re there to help you
select what's best for my chil-
dren.”

The primary reason Stef-
fan, a Valrico resident, and
Lynes, of Riverview, made
the decision to start their
own business is because of
the increasing number of
families in the community
who’ve opted to home school
their children. |

“We're seeing more and
more mothers who are opting
to sacrifice working outside
the home to stay at home
with their children,” Steffan
said. “Therefore, we found
the need and we’re striving to
meet it.”

JOYCE McKENZIE/Statf photo

Denise Steffan and Donna Lynes, owners of Joyful Hearts Homeschool Resources Inc., scan through one of its many
catalogs that carry teaching materials specifically designed for home-schooled students. :

According to Lynes, clients

really appreciate being abj |

to deal with people who've
actually used the products
they promote. '

“Our customers tell us qur
own experience adds value to
what we are doing,” she said.

Lori Chirico - expressed
those sentiments in a recent
e-mail to Joyful Hearts’ own-
ers.

“lI was able to visit your
store today and I'absolutely
loved it,” she wrote.

“It was not only nice to get
my hands on the curriculum
but it was nice seeing how
knowledgeable you were

about _all the curricula you
carry.” ;

Business hours are every
Thursday from 2 p.m. to 5
p.m. and the first and third
Saturday of the month from
10 a.m. to noon.

Call 684-5140 or e-mail
joyfulht@tampabay.rr.com
for more information.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE
THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE |
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i.ithia-Phlecrest Corner Welcomes T

) 1”3y LINDA CHION KENNEY iy

Sixteen years ago, Tana
Welch was a cashier at Pub-
lix.

Today, Welch is store man-
ager of the 54,000-square-

foot Publix at Lithia-
Pinecrest Road and Bloom-
ingdale Avenue.

“This is my first store
opening,” said Welch, a
career Publix employee who,
over the past 16 years, has
risen from cashier to store
manager. “It’s exciting and
nerve-wracking at the same
time. There's just so much to
get done.” .

It was no easy task, said
Welch about the July 17
opening. Welch said there
were thousands of items to
stock and that Publix is excit-

ed to meet the competition - ‘
; - *dential market. Besides the

head on. -

The corner is home to.

three supermarkets and an
ever-increasing retail mix
that is set to explode in the
coming months with the likes

of Panera Bread, Starbuck’s;

sutique shops; a Cold Stone

- {reamery ice cream store; an

Art Mart framing shop; a
Petite Elite boutique for baby
and children; Gallery Clocks;
banks and a whole host of
service offerings, such as a
dry cleaners, nail salon and
spa, hair salon, beauty sup-
ply store, fish and meat mar-
ket, pizza store, liquor store,
take-out restaurants, postal
services and a wireless com-
munications retailer.

Word has it that a steak
house is coming as well,
which would add even
greater depth to the booming
retail corner that is taking
shape in the likes of two
grand shopping centers:
th.l:u'a Crossing, anchored by
Stein Mart, and the Shoppes
?’t Lithia, anchored by Pub-
ix,

“It’s all very exciting,” said
Amy Jennings who is in
charge of leasing at the

hoppes at Lithia, under
development by the Paradise
evelopment Group. “It's
@00d for the community to
AVe 80 many choices and

“~dptions available nearby.”

Within 30-to 60 days after
the Publix opening, the sec-
ondary stores will open. All
but two spots had been offi-
cially leased last week,
although there are contracts
pending on a home interior
shop and a family activity
center, Jennings said.

Welch, who four weeks ago
was named store manager in
Valrico, said she is excited
about her new store and its
location. Previously, she
worked at the Publix in New
Tampa.

“T bought a house out here,
so [ live right in the neighbor-
hood,” Welch said. “I'm excit-
ed to be here and I think it's
going to be a great store.”

Of course, the opening
begs the question of just how
many supermarkets is
enough for a booming resi-

Winn-Dixie and Albertson’s
that share the
Pinecrest/Bloomingdale
Avenue corner, there's a

"Kash ‘n Karry off Lithia-
Pinecrest Road in FishHawk
and another Kash ‘n Karry
and Publix down the road, a
few miles away off Blooming-
dale Avenue.

Welch is not concerned. As
she put it: “Our Publix will
deliver what we hang our hat
on, which is customer serv-
ice. The Publix niche is the
service we deliver to our cus-
tomers.”

Indeed, the expansive Pub-
lix offers “a very extensive
‘Green Wise' “ section of
healthy food offerings, “much
larger than the rest of the
stores,” Welch said.

Throughout the store,
departments features what
in Publix jargon is referred to
as, “HMR,” or “home meal
resolutions,” more commonly
known as quick and easy
meals.

In all, Welch is responsible
for approximately 160
employees, many of whom

will start out as she did 16

years ago, as an associate at
the cash register. She hopes
to serve as a role model to her
employees, crediting for her
success the mentors she had
along the way.

Lithia-
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hird Supermarket
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Tana Welch of Valrico is the new manager of the Publix in the Shoppes at
Lithia at Lithia-Pinecrest Road and Bloomingdale Avenue.
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By JOYCE McKENZIE

There’s a new restaurant
in’ Bloomingdale that’s here
to please country-style food
connoisseurs.

Itts M & J’s Country
Kitchen in Bloomingdale
Plaza at 147 Bloomingdale
Ave., owned by Mari Jane
“M.J.” Valentino and Johnny
Colvin.

Open Tuesday through .

Sunday from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
the restaurant specializes in
dishes that appeal to the
“meat and potatoes-type
folks,” which Colvin believes
make up the majority of the
area’s population.

“Tjust don’t think everyone
is ready for gourmet eater-
ies,” said Colvin who served
as chef of Bec’s Eatery, for-
merly located in the same
facility.

The menu items, consist-
ing of breakfast and lunch
selections, are made to order
and none is priced above
$5.99.

For example, the biscuits
and gravy served with home-
made gravy and freshly
baked biscuits and home
fries, including coffee, is
priced at $4.99.

Colvin, also a former cook
in the Navy with 25 years
experience in the field, pre:
pares all the sauces, includ-
ing the hollandaise, daily
from scratch.

“Nothing ever comes out of
a can,” he said. “My special-
ties are eggs Benedict and
potato pancakes I make from
a recipe handed down in my
family from Belfast, Ireland.”

Restaurant Offers Down-Home Cooking

BT | e
' f
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Owners of M & J's Country Kitchen Mari Jane “M.J.” Valentino and Johnny Colvin high-five one another as they stand in
front their restaurant in Bloomingdale Plaza. .

He’s also proud of his
Philly cheese steak that he
calls “the real thing.”

“Our hamburgers are 100
percent Angus beef, some-
thing you don’t find at the
chains,” he said.

M.J., who worked as a
waitress at the former Bec’s,
makes all the baked goods,
including blueberry, banana,
zucchini and chocolate chip
mulffins.

She’s also responsible for
creating the Texas toast’s
topping made with eggs,
vanilla and cinnamon.

M & J’s' Country Cuisine

also does catering for lunch-
eons, dinners, wedding and
showers.

They’ll even host the event
at the restaurant.

“Personally, I do a lot of
Italian  (cooking),” said
Valentino, a native of Long
Island, N.Y.

In addition to her love of
cooking and serving people,
Valentino has an affinity for
helping people in need.

She’s planning the M & J’s
Country Cuisine Golf Tour-
nament Oct. 13 at 1 p.m. at
River Hills Golf and Country
Club to benefit the Marty

Say you saw it in

E-Mail: News@BloomingdaleGazette.com

Lyons Foundation, a nonprogf
it organization founded by

former New York Jets foot-
ball player Marty Lyons to
grant wishes to terminally ill
children.

The cost is $75 per golfer,
which includes prizes and a
dinner at the restaurant fol-
lowing the event. Valentino is
also in need of hole sponsors
at $50 each and those who
sign up at the restaurant will
get one free breakfast or one
free lunch. Her goal is to raise
$10,000.

Fotr more information, call
643-4449 or 662-3334.
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Computer Corner

By JIM JEUP

The most common comput-
er question I hear lately:
“Qhould I upgrade my com-
puter to Windows XP?"

My first response is usual-
ly the same: “Does your com-
puter currently meet your
needs?”

If the answer is yes, then
don’t upgrade. If the answer
is no, then Windows XP
deserves a closer look. Three
important questions about
your computer and Windows
XP are: “Will Windows XP
run on my computer?”, “How
do I check my computer for
XP compatibility?” and “Will
my software run on Windows
XP?”

Will Windows XP run. on
my computer?

Any new computer pur-
chased since Christmas 1999
should run XP just fine, but
here - are the minimum
requirements:

300 MHz Pentium II or
compatible processor (or bet-

\
)

64MB of RAM

2GB of free hard-drive
space

SVGA plug-and-play mon-
itor \

12X or faster CD-ROM or
DVD-ROM drive.

I have installed XP with-
out - problem on older
machines that meet these
minimum requirements, but
the “64 MB of RAM” require-
ment makes computer opera-
tion slower when running
more than one application. I
recommend a minimum of
128 MB of RAM for normal
users who want to do more
while e-mail is open, and peo-
ple who want to benefit from
the new “eXPeriences,” like
built-in photography and dig-
ital music support will want
256MB of RAM or more.
Memory is inexpensive right
now, so this is a worthwhile
investment.

How do I check my comput-
er for XP compatibility?

Microsoft's Web site offers
“upgrade eligibility” informa-
tion and distributes XP’s
“Upgrade Advisor” (free).
Upgrade Advisor will check
your computer’s compatibili-
ty before you purchase an XP
upgrade. Warning: The
download is large (32MB). If
you have a dialup, or slow
Internet connection, down-
loading “Upgrade Advisor”
¢an become a task. Another
way to check XP compatibili-
ty is to seek help from a pro-.
fessional. A certified techni-
cian, or Microsoft certified

Births

The following Blooming-
dale births were reported at
Brandon Regional Hospital:

April 24

Aiden Robert Preiss, son of
Julie and Andy Preiss ;

May 6

Stephanie Michelle Dul-
lum, daughter of Jodi and
John Dullum.

May 7 :

Joseph Michael Skinner,
son of Melanie and Michael
Skinner.

June 17 :

Ethan Ricardo Nunez, son
of Bridget and Richard
Nunez,

June 20

. 4 Matthew Allen Hertz, son
VIa\_J

Tabitha and Michael

Hertz.

Joshua Joseph Pitre, son of
Madelyn and Joseph Pitre:

June 23

Rosemarie Hannah Harri-
son, daughter of Victoria and
Richard Harrison.

Aiden Jayde Richards, son
of Dana and Ricky Richards.

June 27

Ali  Brooke Crosslin,
daughter of Bettina and
Michael Crosslin. o

July 7

Joseph Anthony Avitabile,
son of Jacquelyn and Daniel
Avitabile. )

Diana Michelle Faehn,
daughter of Darla and
Stephen Faehn.

professional, will have
knowledge of your computer
hardware. They know what is
compatible with XP, and will
help find solutions to serve
your needs when hardware is
not compatible. Either solu-
tion will save you time inves-
tigating compatibility issues.

Will my current software
run on Windows XP?

If you're purchasing new
software, look for the Win-
dows XP Compatible sticker.
However, some older soft-
ware may not work with Win-
dows XP. Microsoft has built-
in “Compatibility Mode” to
help solve most issues. XP
can fool your program into
believing it is still running on
your old operating system.

- Using “Compatibility Mode”

requires you to know where
the software is located on
your computer, and some
software .won’t accept this
work-around.. If you are
unsure about your software,

Microsoft’s Web site offers
software compatibility lists,
or again, seek help from a
professional.

Example: '

When using Outlook 2000
and upgrading to Windows
XP, after XP Setup is com-
plete, you must reinstall Out-
look 2000 for the application
to work properly. A

Computer Corner is
accepting questions. If you
have a computer question of
broad interest, or if you found
these answers confusing, con-
tact Computer Corner at cor-
nerquestions@advancedmo--
biletech.com

Jim Jeup is with
Advanced Mobile Tech -
Onsite Computer Repair,
and can be reached at 508-
4378 or on the Web at
www.advancedmo-
biletech.com. He is a
Bloomingdale resident.
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Are your photos in a box?

Are the photos of your child’s
first bike ride buried in the
garage alongside her old bike?

With hands-on assistance, I can
teach you how to quickly and
easily turn those boxes of
precious photos and
memorabilia into keepsake

scrapbook photo albums.

()

For more information, call:

Warrie L. Rami{rez
(813) 685-2181 or
(813) 545-5084
wlram114@msn.com
Se habla Espafiol

Visit www.creativememories.com or
call the Creative Memories Home
Office to find a Consultant near you.
(800) 341-5275 .

QEEA]I\'!

Heories,

Photo-safe Scrapbook Photo Albums
Classes and Workshops

Business Opportunities

338120
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Alafia Resideﬂt

By CHRISTINA PELLETT

When Dave Cooley and his
family had their Alafia River
boat dock burglarized twice
in the past four years, Cooley
started thinking of ways he
and his neighbors could pre-
vent further thefts' from
oceurring.

Now, Cooley has forged the
beginnings of Alafia River
Watch, a community-hased
watchdog group with the help
of the Hillsborough County
Neighborhood Relations
Office, which aids communi-
ties in forming neighborhoo
associations to help curb
crime and build community
partnerships.

Cooley’s group has begun
working with the Hillsbor-
ough County Sheriff’s Office
and the Coast Guard to get
tighter security and more
public education for those
who live and boat on the
Alafia River. )

“Between the ~sheriff's
office, their marine patro
unit, and the Coast Guard,
we're insuring we have sect*
rity on the river most of the
time,” Cooley said. “But
becauge they can’t be there
all of the time, we need 2
neighborhood river watch to
be the eyes and ears. If
there’s a theft or an unsafe
vessel, we can be there to look
out for that.” : .

Cooley began organizing
his group two years ago,
sending letters to the county
commissioner’s office and the
Hillsborough County Sher-
iff's Office requesting 2
neighborhood and county
partnership on the river. He
said he was partly motivated
by his personal experiences
with dock theft, but he also
noticed increased bhoating
traffic was creating some
potential hazards for both
residents and boaters. :

“The traffic on the Alafia
River has increased tenfold
in the past four years,” Coo-
ley said. “When you increase
those numbers, you get the
bad along with the good. On

the weekends, there’s a lot of

speeding, some people par-
take in alcohol and theres
some drunken boaters. The
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Forms River Watchdog Group

- —

Dave Co
Civic Cen

Photo courlesy of Dave Cooley

olay, right, stands in front of the informational kiosk he had erected with county support at the new Riverview
ter boat ramp. Cooley's sons Matthew, left, and Mike help the Riverview resident with the organization of Alafia

River Watch, a community-based watchdog group Cooley began forming two years ago.

st majority are well-
Ez;;ved, Jbut it's those few
bad ones that ruin it for all

ood ones.”
t}Wf{gcenﬂy, , Cooley has
begun working closely with
Neighborhood Relations Offi-
cer Shelley Blood, who has
helped with publicity and
organization. Both the s_h_er~
iff's office a_nd .the Florigla
rish and Wildlife Commis-
sion have pledged to hglp
Cooley’s group, both with
public education and regular

atrols.

In the past month, the
sheriff's office has assigned
three deputies to the Alafia
River, including Deputy P.K.
williams, whose primary
duty is to pa_atrol the river _and
jssue warnings and citations
to those who are breaking the
Jaw. Williams said he prima-
rily enforces _idle and no-
wake zones 1n designated
areas of the Alafia River
where boaters must slow to a
crawl to avoid accidents and
damage to the shoreline and

"KS.
dog . handle the Florida
statutes regarding boating
gafety and do shoreline patrol

for the residents,” Williams
said. “And we still do all the
regular duties that regular
deputies would on land.
Things happen on the water
just like they do on land —
domestic situations and
intoxicated people boating
under the influence.”
Williams patrols the river
every weekend and most
weekdays, and has issued 10
citations and 36 warnings,
He said a large percentage of
the citations that marine
patrol issues are on the
Alafia, largely due to the
amount of traffic on the river.
Cooley’s group worked
with the county to have an
informational kiosk with safe
boating information and
maps placed at the new
Riverview Civic Center boat
ramp, and he said he hopes to
install similar signs at the
Williams Park and Kings
Avenue boat ramps. The
kiosk also features new safe-
ty regulations that have been
passed since Sept. 11, regula-
tions Cooley said many
boaters aren’t aware of.
Alafia River Watch also
partnered with Coast Guard

Flotilla 74 on Memorial Da"

weekend, inspecting vessé.
as they arrived at the
Riverview Civic Center boat
ramp. Cooley said they are
working with the Coast
Guard Auxiliary to set up
monthly safe boating classes
at several docks.

And in May, Cooley and

Chuck Coleman, director of
marine safety for Hillsbor-
ough County, conducted an
audit of signage along the
river from Tampa Bay to
Kings Avenue. Cooley said
they found more than 75
signs that needed to be
replaced with larger-print
signs that are easier for
boaters to read.

Cooley said his main goal
right now is to build the
membership of Alafia River
Watch. Ideally, the organiza-
tion will rely on residents’
manpower to keep an eye out
for hazards on the river, and
to act as first responders in
an emergency situation. He
said he’d also like to provide
more information to resi-
dents and boaters, so th?fi

)
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Family Opens

' Produce Stand

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

Inviting signs proclaiming
“sweet corn,” ‘“seedless
watermelons” and “Georgia
peaches” have popped up at
the end of Culbreath Road
where Grandpa’s Produce
has opened up in the distine-
tive red barn across from the
Campo Family YMCA.

The Resendez family runs
this quaint produce stand.

“We opened about five or
six months ago,” said older
son Cesar. “This is our only
stand. We have local produce

and some from North Caroli-
na and Georgia. We meet the
distributor and buy it fresh
from him daily.”

Resendez said, once the
season starts back in Octo-
ber, patrons can expect a
larger selection of their
favorite produce, and can
also expect prices to go down.
But, for now, supply is low
because the season is ending.

Grandpa's Produce has
fresh, in-season fruits and
vegetables, along with a vari-
ety of landscape plants, and
is open from 9:30 a.m; to 7
p.m. every day.

Recycle Ink Cartridges
At Community Office

] ( \J A Gazette Report
.

Bloomingdale residents
who wish to recycle their
spent computer ink car-
tridges to benefit our neigh-
borhood schools are invited
to use the collection box in
the Bloomingdale Communi-
ty Office, 3509 Bell Shoals
Road. The office is at the rear
of the SunTrust Bank/Citgo
gas station just south of
Bloomingdale Avenue, and is
open Monday through Thurs-
day from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Tina Pietrzyk, a Blooming-
dale resident and representa-
tive of A Smart Choice of Flori-

RIVER

da recycling company, will col-
lect the cartridges and issue
checks to Bloomingdale area
public schools including Alafia
Elementary, Cimino Elemen-
tary, Burns Middle and
Bloomingdale High, or the pri-
vate school of your choice.

The most commonly used
cartridges will yield from $1
to $7 each.

. Residents can indicate the
school they wish to con-
tribute-to by placing the car-
tridge in a baggie and mark-
ing it with the school name.

If you have questions
about the recycling program,
contact Pietrzyk at 625-9450.

From page 24

! know what to do in an emer-
gency situation.
] “Right now, we have about
a dozen people in the group,”
. Cooley said. “We'd like to
have about 50 people in the
group. With 50, we can have
one member act as neighbor-
-. hood captain once every six
) ( pks. Any less than that
1 \euttl 1t would become a bur-
l den, and we don’t want it to

|
]

1

become a burden. They don’t 5

have to be on guard or on
duty. They just have to be
around in case anything hap-
pens. I figure we're serving
about 600 to 700 homes along
the river, so we'd like to get
at least 10 percent of those
people involved.”

For more information on
Alafia River Watch, call 272-
5860.
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LESLIE WHITE/Pholo
he distinctive red barn on Bloomingdale Avenue offers Grandpa’s Produce.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE
THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

Courtesy Prenatal

Al

for our

NEW LOCATION in
BLOOMINGDALE!

NEW Rail-Road-Themed
Office and Exam Rooms

Separate Well-Visit and
Sick-Visit Entrances

visits choose
your Pediatrician

Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P.
Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P.
Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P.
Joyce I. Young, A.R.N.P

NOW FOR
SCHOOL

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS
888 South Parsons Ave. 376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511  Brandon, Florida 33511
(813) 655-0292 (813) 681-7101

Extended Hours for Well Visits
- 8am - 8pm, Monday - Thursday
Bloomingdale only
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