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Bloomingdale 11/12 Major Softball All-Star Briana Bell slides in safe at home In Oviedo during the 2004 Little
League state softball tournament July 23-25, After winning the District 13 and Section 4 titles, the Blooming-
dale girls advanced to the state champlonship game, where they lost to Dunnellon, 5-4. Bloomingdale beat
South Brevard, 3-1, and Naples, 5-4, en route to the title game. The all-stars are, alphabetically by last name,
Briana Bell, McKenzle Carter, Kaelyn Castellanos, Hannah Hensley, Macy Holsonback, Ally Ledenham, Tiffany
Martinez, Katrice Sabb, Balley Schinella, Emily Shepherd, Devyn White and Arika Zimmerman. They were
“aached by Jerry Schinella, Rob Ledenham and Dane White. For more information on Bloomingdale Little.
K/,ague registration, see page 10.
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SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 AM - 2 PM

A LA CARTE startngat 559
Belgian Waffle, Prime Rib, Eggs Benedict, Omelets to Order .

NEW DINNER MENU starting at $8

Sa!urdays

651-3552 CALL FOR pETaLs
3345 Lithia-Pinecrest Road

(Lithia-Pinecrest Rd. & Bloomingdale Ave.)

Closed Monday
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Residents Get Chance To Meet Taxing District Candidates

By D'ANN WHITE
Editor

Bloomingdale residents
will have a chance to meet the

. candidates for trustee of the

Bloomingdale Special Taxing
District Tuesday when the
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association hosts a “Meet the
Candidates” reception.

The event will take place

Aug. 10 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the

Stephanie Ann Culbertson
Recreation Center in Bloom-
ingdale Park West on Canoga
Park Drive. The seven people
vying for the five positions on
the taxing district will be pres—
ent, The election takes place
Aug.31. »

The seven—-member taxing
district oversees how Bloom~—
ingdale residents’ $100-a-year
assessment will be spent on
the community’s. common
areas. The trustees make deci-
sions on items ranging from
maintenance of the entryways

nd walls to landscaping and
4ghting. The current budgetis
$475,200.

In the past; noted current
‘trustee and candidate David
West, the board has had a
hard time filling the voluntary
positions. West himself was
appointed two ‘years ago
when a vacancy arose.

This is the first time in the
district’s 20-year history that
there has been an election
because more than one can—
didate was vying for a position
on the board.

According to Tim Bridge,
who oversees the county’s
taxing district elections for the
Supervisor of Elections Office,
Bloomingdale is the only dis—
trict that has five spots up at
the same time. Most districts
have' either three or four
openings in any year.

This year, the positions
now held by trustees Rusty
Jones, Dale Kahn, Myron
Magedanz, David West and
Ken Pyse, who was appointed
last month following the res—
ignation of Alice Burleson, are

. I: for election, Kahn doesnot
'\u_ ‘j a

n to run again. Jones,
Magedanz, Pyse and West, all
of whom were appointed,
have filed to run. Other candi-
dates are Paul Sims, David

Steck and Joe Harless.

Col. Paul Sims and his wife,
Diana, moved to Blooming-
dale Village four years ago
after retiring from 30 years in
the military, most recently
serving as deputy chief of staff
for Special Operations Com-~—
mand at MacDill Air Force
Base.

A graduate of Virginia Tech, -

Sims said he decided to run’
for a position on the Bloom-
ingdale Special Taxing Dis~
trict as a way of giving back to
his community. ‘

“I enjoy volunteering now

that I'm retired,” said Sims,

who has done missionary
work in the Dominican
Republic through his church.

Sims said current trustee
Rusty Jones, who served with
him in the Special Forces,
encouraged him to run for
trustee.

“I want to do what I can to
make sure Bloomingdale
remains a great place to live,”
he said. “We have an atitac=
tive, well-maintained ¢om-

munity and the taxing district.

and homeowners association
are very proactive. T

David Steck, his wife,
Nancy, and their three sons,
age 4, 5 and 7, moved to
Monte Lake Drive in Bloom-
ingdale East from St. Louis 2
1/2years ago.

Steck, who works as ahome
healthcare marketer from
home, said they chose Bloom-—
ingdale because of its top-
rated schools, amenities and
easy access to Tampa.

“I decided to run to get
involved in my community
and I wanted to have an influ-
ence on how our tax dollars
are spent,” said Steck.

Magedanz was appointed
to a vacancy on the taxing dis-
trict three years ago. He and
his wife, Judith, were among
Bloomingdale's earliest resi-
dents. They moved to Orange—
field Place in the second sec—
tion of the community to be
constructed in 1981 and
raised their daughter, who
graduated from medical
school and is " doing her
internship at the James A.
Haley Veterans Administra—
tion Hospital, in Blooming-
dale.

“We moved here because
the price of homes was rea-
sonable, the community was
nice and the schools were
good,” said Magedanz, who
retired after 30 years in the
steel bridge manufacturing
industry. His wife is a retired
schoolteacher.

He said he got involved in
the taxing district as a way of

giving back to the communi-

ty. '
% Joe Harless of Callista

Avenue in:Bloomingdale East
got to know the members of
the taxing district and Bloom—
ingdale property manager Al
Devney when his construc—
tion company was hired to do
work" on. the Bloomingdale
entrywayrenovations. He and

.'his' wife; Mary, moved to

Bloomingdale 17 years ago
and raised their two sons, now
both in college, in Blooming-
dale. Harless remains active
with the Boy Scout troop
where both sons obtained
their Eagle Scout awards.

Creative

“I've attending some (tax—
ing district) meetings and
thought I would have some-
thing to offer the district,” said
Harless, adding that he’s done
budgetin% for his company
and is familiar with the
process the district uses to
determine where the tax dol-
lars will be spent. He said he’s
also ridden with Devney to
become familiar with the
duties of the property manag—
er, funding by the district, and
the needs of the common
areas. q

“Al is enthusiastic and
knowledgeable, and I thinkI'd
enjoy working with him,” he
said. :

Harless'-neighbor on Belle
Grande Drive, David West,
was appointed to fill'a vacan—
cy on the taxing district three
years ago. Originally from Illi-
nois, he moved to Valrico as a
youngster, attending McLane
Middle School, Brandon High

Ses TAXING; Page 23

, Outdoor

The Best Selection
of the Finest:

* Fountains & Statuary

e Lawn Ornaments

e Outdoor Lighting
 Benches & Picnic Tables
» Wireless Weather Stations

We Have the Best Prices!
Delivery and Set up Available

Tues-Thurs 10-5  Fri 10-4 ¢ Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-4

662-2585 Creative Outdoor Decor

2800 E. St. Rd. 60, Valrico (between Miller Rd. & St. Cloua)
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Your Inside Connections

The Bloomingdale Homeowners Correspondence Secretary — David West an)
Association, Inc. Trustee — Myron Magedanz in|
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594. (813) Trustee — Michael Buday
681-2051. Fax: (813) 684-2358 Trustee —Ken Pyse
E—mail: Bloomingdale. Homeowners@Verizon.net Property Manager — Al Devney

Web Site: www.BloomingdaleGazette.com
BHA meetings are at the community officeonthe st Bloomingdale Mobile Watch

Monday of each month at 7 p.m. Coordinator/Equipment Manager — 1 '
: ‘ Tony Diolosa, 681-1146 :
President — Ted Grable Treasurer — Paul

Vice President — Joe Hickle
Treasurer — Pam Liguori Kelmer, 681-9701

Director — Tony Diolosa Patrol Member — AlltEl
Director — Steve Heckel Steven Heckel,

DiIeCtOI‘—Iane Iee 654—4266 Wircless pravider for Blaomingdale Mohile Waich
Director — Stanley Lee . Patrol Member —
el Ciat e Brad Scharp, 643-5000 .

Bloomin e Special Patrol Member — Paul Warr, 685-7883

Taxing District
3509 Bell Shoals Rd., Valrico, FL 33594 Bloomingdale Oaks Special Taxing District
(813) 684-6667 P.O. Box 3132, Brandon, FL 33509-3132. (813)
BSTD meetings are held at the community 685-2817
office on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7 p.m. BOSTD meetings are held at 3419 Cade Lane on the-

2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
President — Thom Snelling

Vice President — Russell Jones President — Bill Grace
Treasurer — Dale Kahn Treasurer — Fred Englehart

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980
3509 Bell Shoals Rd.
Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 681-2051
Fax: (813) 651-1129
E-Mail: News@BloomingdaleGazette.com or dwhite2@mediageneral.com

Executive Director — Joe Liguori
Editor — D’Ann White
Correspondent — Mack Austin
Correspondent — Leslie White
Restaurant Critic — Elton Dumont

Published by Sunbelt Newspapers — 505 W. Robertson,
Brandon, FL 33511. (813) 657-4500

The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along !
with The Tampa Tribune on the first Saturday of each month. -
Publisher — Carla Floyd
Advertising Manager — Tami Donaldson; phone: 627-1322; e-mail: tdonaldson@tampatrib.com




Yard of the Month

The eye—catching yard of Carlene
and Tom Carlin at 106 Bayfield Drive
in Bloomingdale Estates almost
audibly invites passersby to stop and
admire. Over the past 23 years, the
couple created a “euro-tropical”
[andscape in the front yard, and a
lyrical, park-like setting in the back.

Sago palms, colorful begonias and
caladium frame the front walkway.
Immaculately trimmed topiary box—
wood lends an English garden ele-

ment to the yard.

In the back, meandering paths,
lovely plantings and garden orna-
ments surround a sunk-in spa, nice—
ly tucked away in a screened gazebo.

Carlene enjoys sprucing up the
yard in the spring, but turns the gru-
eling summer work over to Tom
Kohler Lawn Maintenance.

“It’s just too hot for us to get out
there now, but I don’tlike to let any—
thing go. Tom is a big help and does
she said.

The Carlins received a $25 Bealls

) gift certificate, courtesy of the BHA.

Mail nominations to BHA, 3509 Bell

h Shoals Road, Valrico, 33594 or
€A " Bloomirigdale. Homeowners@veri—

'}

a great job for us,”

A\ Zon.net. 5

106 Bayfield Drive

—

!
LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Get (il and never count minutes again.

f

Fr“ee'@-'Nejtwork Calling to 38 Million Verizon Wireless Customers
from the National ) -Network Coverage Area ' :

Plus, unlimited night & weekend minutes and 400 anytime minutes

when calling in the America’s Choice*™ Network.
() -Network calling not available everywhere in the America’s Choice Network.
or

only s 3 9 .99 monthly access with 1-yr agreement. Are you @ ?

Network not available everywhere. Select CDMA phone required.
Calls placed outside of rate area are 69C/min.*Activation fees, taxes and other charges apply.

Kyocera KX414

Now Onl FREE ear bud with T w s
| $ 9‘; each New Activation! HE IRELESS TORE
| 1 9 Existing customers The Wireless Store - The Wireless Store
| 2year contract required. can receive 25% off | 3440 Lithia Pinecrest,Valrico = 2555 Hwy 60 East, Valrico
Some restrictions apply. any accessory! 813-661-2334 813-571-3003
‘ Nights 9:01 pm - 5:59 am M-F; Wknds 12:00 am Sat - 11:59 pm Sun.
i ‘ ( Taxes & surcharges apply & may vary. Federal Universal Service Charge of 1.95% (varies quarterly based on FCC rate B
v “../| and a 45¢ Regulalory Charge per line/month are our charges, not taxes, for more details call 1-888-684-1888. ey

Important Consumer Information: Subject to Customer Agreement, Calling Plan & credit approval. $175 cancellation fee, NWinAd5-04
other charges & restrictions. *$35 actiyation fee with 1-yr. term; $15 activation fee with 2-yr. term. Gannot combine with
other offers. Usage rounded to next full minute. Unused minutes lost. Offers not avallable In all areas. National IN-Network
Coverage Area covers over 240 million people. ©2004 Verizon Wireless.

405042
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Library Constmcﬁon On Schedule, Under Budget *

By LAURA FRAZIER
Correspondent

The new Hillsborough
County library branch under
construction on Blooming-
dale Avenue is on schedule
and under budget.

Library operations manag-
er David Wullschleger said the
skyrocketing costs of steel,
concrete and other building
materials in recent months
have pushed construction
costs closer than expected to
t%p estimates. But he said
“fluid contract negotiations”
and “value engineering” have
allowed the project to stay
under budget thus far.

However, one group of res—
idents are concerned about
changes in the original plans
for the library. At the July
monthly meeting of the
Bloomingdale Area Commu-
nity Council, residents
expressed concern about a
security gate at the rear of the
property being scrapped from
the plans.

“The original plan showed
a security gate at the rear of
the building to prevent access
to six acres of very desolate
area that would undoubtedly
become breeding grounds for
criminal mischief,” said com—
munity council member Steve
Heckel, who also serves on the
new branch’s Friends of the
Library board.

The gate on the original
plan was designed to block
access to the rear parking lot
and the vacant land behind
the library. The group wants
to know why the gate, as well

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Friands of the Library chapter President Pat Boody, right, and board member
Pat Bowlker brainstormes public relations, programming and fundralsing activ-
ities for the new library branch at the group's July monthly meeting, The
Friends group Is talking to local businesses about donating a flagpole for the

facility.

as a flagpole for the new
library, was removed from the
plans.

“If (the contractor) is cut-
ting these things because of
cost overruns, that should be
the contractor's problem and
not the county’s,” Heckel
said.

Wullschleger
edged that, in the course of
contract negotiations, the
gate and the flagpole have
been eliminated to keep the
project under budget.

“All the construction bids
came in higher than expect-
ed,” Wullschleger said. “Basi-
cally, you target the budget
and work with the contractor
to find a way to meet it, We

| % LAWN SERVICE

684-5702 «546-5557

MEGBE POOL

e Dependable
e Affordable
¢ Quality
20 OFF

1st Month's Service

with This Ad
Starting at $45 per month

acknowl- -

want to get the library up and
running without any sacri-
fices to quality. One way to do
that is to eliminate, or at least
hold off on, some of the
amenities that are considered
nonessential.”

Waullschleger said he'd per—
sonally like to see the flagpole
and security gate in place
before the library opens later
this year, a possibility that's
not out of the question.

“There is always a con-—
struction allowance, a reserve
that’s built in to the contract,
so that later on you can go
back in and buy back some of
those nonessential things that
were excluded,” he said.

. But the council, including
member Deputy Pete Maurer,
the community resource
deputy for the area, disagreed
that the security gate is
“nonessential.”

“The city of Tampa has a
program called Crime Pre-
vention Through Environ-
mental Design, a program
Hillsborough County is
beginning to embrace,” Mau-
rer said. The policy requires
government officials and con-
tractors to make safety.and
crime prevention features a
desi%n priority. Such features
would include fencing or bar—

See LIBRARY, Page 22

Move To
New Branch
Bittersweet
For Librarian

By LAURA FRAZIER
- Correspondent

South Brandon resi-

dent Julie Beamguard is

- between our

‘about to begin a new

ehapter in her career as:a
Hillsborough  County
librarian.

When plans were

announced last year to

Bioombgigle Avanes
oomingdale Avenue,
Beamguard knew right
away she'd wanttobea
part of it. Her only reser-
vation, she said, was
leaving the Riverview

supervised since 2001. .

~ Though excited by her
oming assign ..

supervise  the

10

“We've  develope

e staff and
our patrons. I'll miss our
Friends of the Hbm'{r
chapter and our boo!

discussion g_oups_.,-!-’e'o.-
le come in and they

ow each other, and the

staff knows a lot of peo—~
ple by name. Riverview
(library) has sort of a

small-town atmosphere.

That's what keeps me
Eglng and has made my
ay, everyday.
Beamguard envisions
creating the same wel-
coming atmosphere and
close-knit relationships
at the new library, ifon a
slightly larger scale.
Recent growth in the
Riverview area,

alon
U.S. 301, both north unﬁ \

south of the branch, has
tven Beamguard a simall

See MOVE, Page 22

Library she's

such great relationships.
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Bloomingdale Area Community Council Report

t; .__\__/ Anyone seein
mall "= should

By MACK AUSTIN
Correspondent

The Bloomingdale Area
Community Council is made
up of residents from home-

owners associations and
neighborhoods in the com—
munity.

They work directly with
Community Resource Deputy
Pete Maurer, Community Ser—
vice Officer Sandy Capitano
and other local government
representatives to coordinate
plans and actions on commu-
nity issues and concerns to
improve the quality of life in
Bloomingdale.

The BACC meets monthly,
the third Thursday at 7 p.m. at
the Bloomingdale Sheriff’s
Community Station, to dis-
cuss current issues that have
been brought to its attention
directly, through a council
member or through Maurer
or Capitano.

At the July meeting, mem—
bers discussed the following
items: :

Maurer began the meeting
by introducing a guest, Veron-
ica Stitzel, a legislative assis—
tant to District 62 state Rep.
Johnnie Byrd, R-Plant City,
who is also currently Speaker
of the House in Tallahassee.
Stitzel noted that while Byrd
continues his campaign for
state Senate, she and the
other representatives working
in the Plant City office will
continue to assist residents
with their concerns.

Maurer briefed members
on several topics including:

+ The BACC reviewed cur—
rent burglary stats for the
area. g

Maurer noted that many
burglary are caused by resi-
dents leaving their homes and
vehicles open. i

Reserve II Deputy Mike
Sessa noted that during his
patrols he has' obsetved
numerous garage doors left
open at night.

~ One major vehicle theft
involved a white truck with a
black trailer that could be
used in other burglaries.
this vehicle
d call the Sheriff's Com-
Imunity Station at 635-8040 or
the sheriff’s dispatch at 247-

MACK AUSTIN/Pholo

The jntersection of Bell Shoals Road and Bloomingdale Avenue has bean
ranked the second worst intersaction for traffic accidents in Hillsborough

County.

8200.

+ Maurer continued his
appeal to parents not to buy
motorized skateboards for
children. “These boards are
very dangerous, totally illegal
and parents will be held

. responsible for any accidents

orincidents,” he said.

+ Maurer expressed con-
gratulations to BACC council
member, Mike Sessa, on
being the first member to suc-
cessfully complete the Sher-
iff’s Reserve II Deputy Pro-—

am.

“I am proud to be serving
my community and look for-
ward to working with the resi-
dents of Bloomingdale,” said
Sessa.

» Maurer noted that Bloom-
ingdale recently received
some unwanted recognition.
The intersection of Bell Shoals
Road and Bloomingdale
Avenue placed second in all of
Hillsborough County for hav—
ing the worst record of traffic
accidents.

+ Members discussed con—
cerns over the Boyette Road
widening project and how it
will affect traffic on Bell Shoals
Road.

This project is projected to
start soon.

+ Residents and business
owners are concerned about
the proposed changes to Bell

Shoals Road under a county
plan to improve the Bell
Shoals/Bloomingdale Avenue
intersection. While the

improvements are intended
to increase safety and traffic
flow, the businesses are con-
cerned about the proposed
median limiting access to
their businesses.

+ Members noted that the
Eckerds on Bloomingdale
Avenue is changing to a CVS
pharmacy.

¢ Members noted the
increase in the number of
more “For Sale” signs along
Bloomingdale Avenue, repre~
senting more development
and, therefore, more traffic.

+ The flashing lights have
been installed by county traf-
fic engineers at the crosswalk
at the Bloomingdale Little
League and YMCA. The BACC
would like to see sidewalks
and over Culbreath Road con—
structed next to permit resi—
dents to cross safely.

Contact Maurer or Capi-
tano at the Sheriff’'s Bloom--
ingdale Community Station
for additional information,
635-8040.

Paid Polilical Advertisement 406428

~ WORKING TO SECURE
HiLLsporoUGH COUNTY’S FUTURE

Political advartisemant sald for and approved by David Gee, Republican, for Hillsborough Gounty Sherlit
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County To Look At Bell Shoals Alternative

By D’ANN WHITE
Editor

He's not making any prom-—
ises, but county transporta—
tion engineer Reg Alford has
agreed to take a look at a pro-
posal by Bell Shoals Road
businesses to improve Bell
Shoals south of Bloomingdale
Avenue but leave access to
their businesses open.

Alford met with owners of
businesses on the east side of
Bell Shoals between Bloom-—
ingdale and Rosemead
Avenue last week to discuss
their concerns.

The county is currently
drawing up a plan to improve
the intersection of Bell Shoals
and Bloomingdale, which has
one of the highest incidences
of traffic accidents in the
county.

The county plans to con-
struct a median along Bloom-
ingdale in front of Blooming—
dale Square, lengthen the turn
lanes and create only a single
access point to the shopping
center with a trafficlight at the
western—-most entrance
across from Dunkin’ Donuts. -

The county has a similar
proposal for Bell Shoals. A
median would limit access
and a traffic light would be
constructed at Starwood
Drive and the entrance to
Wal-Mart. Starwood Drive is a
service road next to the Citgo
service station that provides
access to Kash n’ Karry and a

storage facility.
But the Bell Shoals business
representatives  including

B |

Improvement proposal

B

Bell Shoals Road
—_— e

1. Planned county traffic signal
2. Signal proposed by businesses
3. Planned county median

4. Road proposed by businesses
5. Parking lot

J

1%_#.
=
]

10, Citgo gas station

6. Long Tire & Auto
7. Wal-Mart

8. Oil Change Center
9. Suntrust Bank

Citgo, Long Tire and Auto Ser—
vice, Papa John’s Pizza and
SunTrust Bank say the plan
would limit access and hurt
their businesses. I

Citgo owner Larry Neville
has an additional concern. He
said the county’s plan will
force customers in the rest of
the shopping center to drive
through his parking lot, in
between the service station
and the gas pumps. Not only
would this be dangerous for
his customers, he said, but it

Experience UV-Free Tanning At Its Finest!
Personal attention in a sophisticated yet comforiable environment

1602 Oakfield Drive « Brandon
Lakewood & Qakfield by Divine Designs Salon & Spa

« Superior tnning solution
» Three tanning levels

» B0-setoMd session

* Private spray booth

813-662-MIST
mist.co

www.mandalay

406261

Map by Amanda Tomaini

would cause traffic waiting for
the Starwood light to change
to back up in his parking lot.

“No one will go down to
Rosemead to make a U-turn.
They're going to turn onto
Starwood and go through my
parking lot. You're making
our driveway a throughway,”
Neville told Alford. “It will cre—
ate a dangerous situation and
will have a negative affect on
our businesses.”

Long Tire and Papa John’s
are also concerned about
semi-tractor trailer trucks
making deliveries to their
businesses. Under the county
plan, the trucks would have to
continue south to Rosemead
and make a U-turn, a maneu—
ver that's difficult for big rigs.

The businesses have
launched a petition drive in
the hopes of convincing the
county to amend its plan.
Currently, hundreds of cus-
tomers have signed petitions,
said Steve Heckel, a director
for the Bloomingdale Home—
owners Association, which
has an office in the shopping
center.

Concerned about the affect

of the county’s plan on the
businesses and residents,
Heckel conducted a daylong
traffic study, counting 2,000
vehicles entering the shop—
ping center.

Showing Alford a hand-
drawn rendering, the busi-
ness owners, who have hired
an attorney to represent
them, showed Alford an alter—
native that would give them
access while providing the
improvements needed on Bell
Shoals. :

They suggested the county
build a new entrance to Wal-
Mart across from the road
that runs between SunTrust
Bank and Long Tire and place
the traffic signal there. The
median would then run in
front of Starwood Drive and
the  existing  Wal-Mart
entrance.

It's not an original idea, the
business representatives said.
They noted that the county

created a similar service road .+,

entrance forthe Lowe's Home
Improvement Warehouse on -
Providence Road to prov1de
access to Brandon Centre
South shopping center across
the street. A similar entrance
was created on Falkenburg
Road to provide access to the
Brandon Crossroads shop-
ping center.

The businesspeople point-
ed out, as well, that their plan
would give the county more
room to extend the left turn
lanes from Bell Shoals Road
onto Bloomingdale since the
entrance they're proposing is
further south.

Alford agreed to do some
engineering plans using the
businesses’ suggestion and
meet again with the business—
es in a couple of weeks.

An alternative, he said, is to
eliminate the Bell Shoals
improvements altogether and
just make the improvements
to'Bloomingdale. But Alford
said the Bell Shoals improve-
ments are needed to elimi-

nate the center turn lane on

Bell Shoals Road, which was

the source of 17 accidents in | ]
June. Gl
“We realize someone’s

See ROAD, Page 23
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™ 3loomingdale Substation Notes

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER

Yes, the 2004 school year is
already here. With it comes
many concerns of which our
first concern must be for the
safety and protection of the

' thousands of kids headed

back to school in our commu-
nity. _
As usual, many will be walk-
ing or ridingrrlfi es to school

for the first time. Some will be

walking or riding in areas

where sidewalks still have not

been installed. Thousands

will be waiting at bus stops for

their school buses. Lots of

teens will be driving to school

for the first time. Combine all

of these different ways for kids

to get to school with thou-
sands of drivers in a hurry and

you have some very danger—
ous situations.

Parents, now is the time to
talk to your kids about the
importance of being safe
going to and from their
schools, Emphasize safe bike

ding - wearing helmets,

‘ossing only at crosswalks,
obeying all bike-riding rules
and watching for cars. Have
them walk or ride their bikes
in groups with friends or
classmates. Discuss the
importance of being very
careful if stranﬁfrs approach
them. Review the route they
should take to school and
walk or ride it with them. Note
the seriousness of them stay-
ing at their bus stop, watching
out for cars and behaving
while they wait. ,

Some kids will be alone for
a while when they first get
home. For many, this will be
there first time waiting for
their parents to get home.
Stress the importance of stay-
inginside, knowingimportant
emergency numbers and
numbers for parents or
friends, following the rules
you set for using kitchen
appliances and not talking to
strangers,

Parents, just as your kids
areé preparing, so too must
you prepare yourself and

“em for a new school year.
cClude extra travel time in
“your commute. Make a note if
new schools have opened up
along the way you take to

MACK AUSTIN/Photo

With school season back, traffic on Bloomingdale Avenue has increased. Dri-
vers should keep a safe distance from school buses, stop in both directions if
there is no median and slow down.

Attention speeders —
no warnings

work. It will mean more traf-
fic, more delays, more kids
and more buses for you to
prepare for.

Make sure everyone in your

Most drivers don't plan on

speeding, especially in areas
Ii?(e school zones. When you
do and get pulled over by a
deputy, there will no more
warnings. You speed, you pay
and you pay big. The average
ticket in some areas last year
was over $300 and the fines
have gone up. The same
applies for running red lights,
There will be special patrols
watching for you. Speeding
fines are doubled in school
zones. Slow down - it's that
simple. ;

Don’t cut through

None of us want drivers
speeding and cutting through
our neighborhood just to get
around traffic. It is totally dis-
respectful and unsafe. Several
residents have identified their
neighborhoods as “cut
throughs” and residents will
be watching for offenders,
Also, sheriff's deputies will
also be patrolling them.
Respect the lives and neigh—
borhoods of others.

car buckles up. Watch out for
school buses. Your kids are
watching you. Don't talk on
the phone and drive. Pay close
attention. The safety of your
kids and the safety of other
kids is much more important
than any phone call. Acci-
dents only take seconds to
happen. Have a safe school
year! '

+ Bloomingdale 4344 Bell Shoals, 669-9176

o Brandon 717 W. Lumsden, 654-9541

Drivers, you must stop both A L e B

ways for school buses

Thousands of children in
our communities will be rid—
ing school buses and waiting
at bus stops, Most of the
school buses do not have seat
belts.

Drivers must give full atten— | MEN'S DRESS SHIRTS
tion when drivin‘g near Valid on Incoming Orders Only - With $5,00
schools and when driving I
near school buses. Florida P o)
traffic laws require that all -
cars must stop both ways for |
school buses onroads without I$
medians.This law applies to i
all traffic on Bloomingdale [
Avenue west of Bell Shoals. i
I
i
)

Limit 10, Blouses, Polo & Boxed
COUPON EXPIRES 8/31

ANY DRYCLEANING

ORDER OVER $15
Valid o Incoming Drders Only « No o

Drivers, keep a safe distance
between other vehicles and
especially school buses in
front of you.

OUPON EXPIRES 8/31/0

B s g e e o e e

» Apollo Beach 220 Apollo Beach Bivd, 645-1499
» Bloomingdale 3513 Bell Shoals Rd, 654-9292

« Bloomingdale 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest, 654-8113

 Brandon 11393 Causeway Bivd, 643-6944
« N. Brandon 1213 Kingsway Ave, 653-4535

Lll.INDEﬂEDI i

Minimum Dry Cleaning Order, No axceptions, Incomi
! S}ﬂoﬂ‘ﬂ axira : | vaigon 9.0

e
Valld orﬂg v wuﬁm‘. notvalld w other coupons 1 Valid g{,
4

VEXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE"

% Majik Touch Cleaners

o Lithia 16739 FishHawk Bivd, 654-7091
« Plant City 2621 Thonotosassa Rd, 752-6631
« Providence 1983 Lumsden Rd, 654-4423

» Riverview 11697 Boyetie Rd, 672-1632

» Seffner 1515 N. Parson Ave., 684-5897:

» Valrico 1985 E. Brandon Bivd, 654-2324

« Varico 2511 SR, 60 E, 643-4825

ANY DRYCLEANING

rﬁumDnF—Nowpm
Valid anly wf , ot w/ othar coupons
UPON EXPIRES 8/31/04

- We S -
- O e EE Em W M B .

Yo

i OFF :
WEDDING GOWN, DRAPERY CLEANING,
11 BEDSPREADS, COMPORTERS, 1

BLANKETS, ALTERATIONS
1 1 Vaiid on Incoming Orders Only - No exceptions. |
, not valid w/ other coupons
EXPIRES 8/31/04 l

406134
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Neighborhood PRIDE Report: Name Your Community @

By STEVE HECKEL
BHA director

The Neighborhood PRIDE
Program is moving along
slowly due to alack of resident
involvement.

Participation within each
neighborhood is essential.
The next PRIDE meeting is
scheduled for Monday, Aug.
16 at 7 p.m. at the Blooming-
dale Community Office. This
meeting will focus on the nine
unnamed neighborhoods
(see related article).

Neighborhood PRIDE tips:

Addresses - are required,
which simply requires the
numbers (at least 3 inches
high) to be clearly visible from
the street, either on the house
or on both sides of the mail-
box. Hillsborough County
Emergency Services requires
these address standards. Vio—
lations can resultin a $50—per—
day fine until corrected. Con-
tact the Department of Public
Safety, 9-1-1 Administration,
at 744-5911 for more informa—
tion.

Trashcans, trash bags and
yard waste are required to be
stored out of sight from the
street between 6 p.m. Monday
and 8 p.m. Tuesday or
between 6 p.m. Thursday and
8 p.m. Friday. This is a Hills—
borough County standard
and violations can result in
citations and fines. Contact
Waste Management at 276—
2927 for further information.
This is alsoa deed restriction

Neighborhood Naming Ballot
Voters Residence:
Name Selected:
violation. helps establish ownership, it

The parking of any vehicle,
trailer, boat, etc., on any
unpaved surface is a deed
restriction violation if visible
from the street. For further
information, check your deed
restrictions. A transcribed
copy is available on our Web
site at www.Blooming-
daleGazette.com.

Fences are common in our
community, however, they
must be maintained sound
and sturdy, according to Hills-
borough County Building
Code standards and deed
restrictions. Leaning fences
and missing, broken or rotted
slats are relatively easy repair
jobs.

Name your neighborhood

For the past few months,
the Bloomingdale Homeown-—-
ers Association has been
actively pursuing names for
the nine unnamed neighbor-
hoods within our community.
The naming of a neighbor-
hood has many advantages. It

IKIDI

C.ow
),

; STy
Sales * Paris » Service

3322-1Comer of Lithia Pinecrest & Bloomingdate 689-7889 “*'**

promotes a sense of pride, it
makes giving directions easi—
er, it promotes neighborhood
functions, evokes neighborly
relations, and it can even ben-
efit property values.

The following is a list of
unnamed neighborhoods
with suggested names from
which residents can vote. The
neighborhood  definitions
may be viewed on the BHA
Web site. You may cast your
vote by completing the ballot
by e-mail or by mail. Only one
vote per household will be
counted, which is why an

address is required. The .

neighborhoods with the most
votes will have signs designed,
purchased and installed at
neighborhood entryways.

Unnamed neighborhoods:
Neighborhood “A” consist—

ing of 201 residences in sec— .

tions A1-A4:

Suggested names: Spring
Hollow Estates; Green Vale
Estates; Springvale Greens
Reserve

Neighborhood “B” consist—

Staff Report

Bloomingdale Little League
will hold registration for the
winter ball season Saturday,
Aug. 14 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m,,
Wednesday, Aug. 18 from 6 to
9 p.m. and Saturday, Aug. 21
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Bloomingdale Civic Center
next to the Little League. The
cost is $ 60 for the first child
and $30 for siblings.

ing of 117 residences in sec—
tions B1-B2:

. Suggested names: Briarlake
Estates; Park Villa Estates;
Natures Way Village

Neighborhood “C” consist-

ing of 226 residences in sec-
tions C1-C4:

" Suggested names: Casa
Canoga; Park View Estates;
Park West Estates . .

‘Neighborhood “E” consist-
ing of 94 residences in section
E.

Suggested names: Bloom-
ingfield Run; Bloomingfield
Manor; Shady Hills Court.

Neighborhood “E" consist-
ing of 85 residences'in section
FE:

Suggested names: Natures
Glen; Glen Haven Way;
Cameo Crest Glen; Spring
Way :

Neighborhood “H” consist-
ing of 228 residences in sec-
tions H1, H3, H4:

Suggested names: Encina
Heights; Sweatleaf Village:
Bloomingdale West Village

Neighborhood “I" consist—
ing of 215 residences in sec—
tions H2, 11, 12:

‘Suggested names: Sandy
Creek Estates; Canoga Creek
Run; Sandy Creek Manors

Neighborhood “J/K" con-
sisting of 128 residences in
sections ], K:

Suggested names: Natures
Way Estates; Murray Dale
Crossing; Kinsford Town

Neighborhood “M” con-
sisting of 154 residences in
sections M1-M2:

Suggested names: Bell
Grande Heights; Hacienda
Grande; Callista Heights;
Parkside.

Winter Ball _Registration Set

Bring an original birth cer-
tificate and proof of residen—
cy. A general members meet—
ing will be held Saturday, Aug.
21 at 3 p.m. Board of directors
elections will be held on all
registration dates.

Volunteers are needed te
serve as umpires, coachet

managers and board mem-="

bers. Sign up during registra—
tion or call the information
line at 684-8422.

—
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By D’ANN WHITE
Editor

The Bloomingdale Home-
OWners Association’s
redesigned Web site is up and
running.

Web site designer Rodney
Biddle, working with BHA
board members Joe Hickle
and Steve Heckel, has revised
the Web site, making it easier
to navigate and providing
more information for users.

The new Web site includes
deed restrictions for Bloom—
ingdale’s various neighbor-
hoods, up-to-date articles
from the Bloomingdale
Gazette, listings of activities
taking place in the area and
forms that allow residents to
report deed restriction and
code enforcement violations.

The new site also will
include youth sports informa-
tion for Bloomingdale Park
West, a lost-and—found and
polls on issues of concern.

“It's looks great and is very
user friendly,” said BHA Presi~
dent Ted Grable.

The BHA was one of the first
homeowners associations in
the county to launch its own
Web site to communicate
with residents. The associa—
tion is also in the process of
compiling an e-mail list for
residents so it can communi-
cate directly with them about
upcoming meetings and
issues of concern.
~ In other BHA news, the
county has contacted the
homeowners association
about using its neighborhood
enforcement program as a
prototype for other home-
owners associations through-
out the county. Last spring,
the BHA hired Neighborhood
Standards, a private enforce-
ment company, to survey

Bloomingdale neighborhoods .

that do not have mandatory
homeowners associations for
deed restriction and code
enforcement violations.
Heckel, the liaison for
Neighborhood Improvement,
"aid the company has sent out
4728 letters to residents so far

~for deed restriction or county

code violations. He said the
violations are almost evenly

pickup schedule so that Bloom-~
ingdale's yard waste can be
picked up earlier in the week.
With a traffic light at
Erindale Drive and Lithia-
Pinecrest Road in the process,
the BHA is asking the county
to look at another dangerous
intersection in the communi-
ty, the intersection of Glen—
haven Drive and Bell Shoals
Road. Board ‘'member Stan
Lee will draft a letter to Coun-—
Commissioner Ronda
Storms asking that the county
investigate putting a traffic
light at the intersection and
adding a left turn lane at Gar—

. net Drive for drivers turning

Web site designer Rodney Biddle shows members of the Bloomingdale
Homeowners Association board the new version of the Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association Web site, www.bloomingdalegazette.com.

distributed between deed
restriction and code violations.
And most of these, he said, are
for improper display of
addresses and leaving trash—
cans exposed. Of that number,
only 84 were sent to the coun—
ty’s code enforcement depart—
ment for follow-up.

“People seem to be pleased
that we're out there trying to
improve the community,”

said Heckel. “And most of the

people are happy to comply
once the violation has been
pointed out.”

To help residents comply
with the county address
requirements, the BHA has
free mailbox address num-
bers available at the Bloom-~
ingdale Community Office on
Bell Shoals Road.

In addition to residential
violations, = Neighborhood
Standards reported nine
damaged or missing signs and
more than 100 sidewalk trip
hazards to the county and 17
burned-out or broken street
lights to Tampa Electric Co.

One of the major code vio—
lations in Bloomingdale is the
placement of yard waste on
the curb. By law, yard waste
should not be put out before
Thursday evening for Friday
pickup. Grable said this pres—
ents a problem for residents
since most do their yard work
over the weekend and have no
place to store the yard waste

left onto Garnet. Currently,
drivers traveling north on Bell
Shoals either have to wait for
the driver to turn left on Gar—
net or go around the car on
the shoulder.

Residents of unnamed
neighborhoods in Blooming-
dale will have a chance to

D'ANN WHITE/Photo

until Friday,

“We don't want to discour-
age people to trim their trees
and shrubs,” he said. The BHA
agreed to talk to the county

about rotating the yard waste See WEB SITE, Page 21

Dental Excellence
of Brandon

tarte, DDE
i il Grnoral Denthatry

i Dr. Conte would like to

Community to his new state of the art facility.

To acquaint you with our office

DISCOUNTS .
we'd like to offer our new patients:

AVAILABLE FOR

SENIO

FREE BLEACHING

w/cosmetic treatment
ADA code 00060

COMPLIMENTARY

665 W. Lumsden Rd. X-ray and exam

Brandon ADA — 00274 & 00140
681-5515 Present this ad for this special offer
Thae' pathent wnll ety other person i \ cancel paymenl, or be
)l‘lurnl fior. an)'uilym mvl:: {vpomsible for pryment fat bl fo fofiss do oo llmn 72 hQOl:rS o?rlem:grg
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*New patients only. ADA codes 00140 and 00274 for exam & iy, Meaching ADA corke 000,
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Taxing District Approves Irrigation Contractor

By D’ANN WHITE
Editor

‘Hoping to make Springvale
Drive a bit more lush, the
Bloomingdale Special Taxing
District has hired Planscape
Inc. to install an irrigation sys-
tem at a cost of $16,825.

The board made the deci-
sion after receiving two bids
for the project. The other was
higher and the bid package
was incomplete. |

“Planscape has done other
work for the taxing district
and has been satisfactory,”
said BSTD Chairman Thom
Snelling as the board voted to
approve giving the job to
Planscape.

In the meantime, Bloom-
ingdale property manager Al
Devney announced another
major taxing district project is
complete and under budget.

As part of its ongoing pro-
gram to refurbish all the
major entrances into Bloom-
ingdale, the taxing district
hired JBD Construction to
rebuild the entranceway walls
and re-landscape  the
entrance of Greenhollow

Drive. This is the second
entranceway to be renovated.
The Garnet Drive entrance
was.completed last year.

The taxing district budget-
ed $57,940 for the project. But
because the wall beneath the
planter was intact when the
planter was removed, JBD did
not have to rebuild the wall,
reducing the cost of the proj—
ect by $14,052. :

Next will be construction of
an entrance at Culbreath
Road in 2005. The entrance at
John Moore Road will be
redone in 2006. And the BSTD
wants to create an entrance at
Springvale Drive in 2007.

After the BSTD grappled
with the cost of holiday deco-
rations during the June budg-
et approval, office manager
Joni Hickle presented an
alternative to the board at last
month’s meeting,

She suggested the board
look into the use of seasonal
banners on utility poles, simi-
lar to those used in Temple
Terrace.

_ She said the district could
solicit business sponsors for.
the various banners to help

fund them.

Prices of the banners range
from $45 for a 48—inch banner
to $150 for a 94-inch banner.
The brackets that attach the
banners to the utility poles
range from $45 to $98. The
brackets are designed to per—
mit easy removal of the ban~
ners.

Snelling suggested that the
board consider four or five
banners at each of the major
entryways. The banners can
be changed to reflect the sea—
son, one at Christmas, anoth-
er for spring, a patriotic ban-
ner for summer and a fall ban—
ner. )

He said the only problem
would be soliciting sponsors.
Hickle agreed to look into the
idea further and report back
to the board.

Concerned about the
appearance of a conflict of
interest, Snelling said he did
not feel comfortable with a
request from trustee Dale
Kahn to help landscape the
Culbreath Road/Natures Way
entrance to Bloomingdale
Ridge.

Kahn, also a board member

for the Bloomingdale Ridge
Homeowners Association,
said the association wants to
beautify the entrance with a
waterfall feature at a cost of
$15,000. The association will
finance the project’s con-
struction and upkeep, but
would like the BSTD to help
with landscaping,

Devney said that entrance
is due to receive new land-
scaping as part of the BSTD's
regular landscaping cycle. It
hasn’t been landscaped since.
1998, he said. _

Snelling said the project
would make be an attractive
addition to the community.
However, he was concerned
that helping'the association
with its project-would set a
precedentand he feared that,
since Kahn serves on both
boards, it could be perceived
as a conflict of interest. = .

“I think it's a great idea, but
I want due diligence to make
sure this is something we cans
do,” he said. :

The next BSTD meeting will
be Monday, Aug. 9, at7 p.m. at
the Bloomingdale Communi-
ty Office on Bell Shoals Road.

Class Notes

Teen Trendsetter

Gov. Jeb Bush announced
the names of nearly 200 high
school students from across
the state selected to serve a
Teen TrendsettersTM during
the third annual Teen Trend—
settersTM Reading Mentor

SPECIAL 50/

Imporied Beers © Wines from Ail Over the World
Special Orders for Hard to Find ltems

sumimit.

Teen TrendsettersTM is a
program aimed at getting
more high school students
involved in mentoring while
at the same time helping
under performing elementary
school readers.

The program pairs quali-

ENTIRE PURCHASE

Mok 1 ba combinsad with anry ofher offors; excl, boer & cigarnites.

fied high school students with
low-performing third-grade
students to serve as reading
mentors.

During their trip to Orlan—
do, the nearly 200 Teen
Trendsetters received training
on specialized reading-cur-
riculum created to téach the
high school students the most
effective third-grade reading
skills. After the training; these
students will go back to their
high schools, recruit and train
other students to become
mentors and establish a read-
ing mentor program at an ele-
mentary school in their area.

Local Hillsborough County
Teen Trendsetters included
Joseph Rector from Bloom-
ingdale High School.

Ballet auditions

ingdale Ave. Dancers should.
arrive 30 minutes befofe the
audition for registration. The
audition fee ~is $15:;.and
dancers should wear black
leotards, pink tights, ballet or
pointe shoes and wear hair in
a bun for females; white T—
shirts, black tights and white
socks, ballet shoes and hair off
face formales.

Dancers must be 9 or older
with a minimum of three
years of classical ballet train-
ing. Auditions, by age, run
from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m,

The Brandon Ballet is also
seeking extras for its annual
performance of “The Nut-
cracker” Dec. 18-19. Audi-
tions will be Aug. 28 from 9:30
a.m. to noon for dancers age 7,
and up. Adult extras for th
party scene may also sign u;)"
at that time.

{.—-_

)

The Brandon Ballet will
hold auditions Aug. 21 at The
Dance Centre, 161 E. Bloom-

883 Bl ingdale Ave,
685-8050 Oé)rrgrl’?dgor? e

(Blooningdale Square Plaza  Wal-Marl-Publix Plaziy

Call: Alice Holden Bock,
684-4282.-

Kon, - Sal. - Lram Sun, Feipm
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roperty Manager’s Report

By AL DEVNEY

Irrigation

The 26 timers for the irriga—
tion system were set to oper—
ate only on Fridays as
required by Hillsborough
County regulations. The
watering restriction has been
extended to Aug. 9.

Thunder Irrigation
replaced a defective valve for
zone 1 in the John Moore sys—
tem.

During the monthly main-
tenance inspection, 18 spray
heads and three rotors were
replaced. Additionally, there
were 55 lights replaced.

Landscaping

JBD Construction Co. com—
pleted the Greenhollow reno-
vations.

The original price was
$57,940 and negotiated down
by $14,052 to $43,888.

The three oak trees on
“reenhollow that had gone
ito shock have been saved by

lots of water and fertilizer.

Other

The Hillsborough County
Roads and Streets Depart~
ment was called three times

about removing the large,
dead oak tree on Bell Shoals
Road and Rosemead. There is

no status as of this date.

There were two accidents
this month, a car versus wall
at Culbreath and Natures Way
and a car versus tree at Cul-
breath and Bloomingdale.
The cars lost both times.

Russell Electric corrected
electrical problems at the
Hickory Ridge and Greenhol-
low entrances and relocated
the spot light for the flag at
Greenhollow.

- T hosted a pre-bid meeting
for the expansion of the
Springvale irrigation system.
Two contractors dttended the
meeting and were eligible to
bid on the project.

There were 24 broken slats
in the wooden fence on
Natures Way. There is no
increase in damage in the last
30 days.

Lee’s Lawn Service
trimmed several trees on Gar—
net and Springvale and
removed a broken palm tree
at Natures Way and Holle—
man.

I picked up 173 marking
flags within 100 yards at
Lithia-Pinecrest and Erindale
that Hillsborough County had

Calendar

Autistic children’s suppoft

Concerned Parents of
Autistic Children will meet at
Nature Health Foods, 3443
Lithia-Pinecrest Road in Val-
rico, Aug. 29 from 3 to 5 p.m.

The group is for parents
seeking guidance in helping
their autistic children get
therap treatment and finan-
cial ai

Calk: Dr H. Moursi at Lake
Hours Urgent Care Center,
.643-9393, or Ed'Dickelman,
681-1491 Bu'thday bash

Nifty 50 party
Brandon Baby Boomers
‘iming 50 this year are invit—

- to celebrate this milestone

while raising funds for the

Brandon OQutreach Clinic
Building Fund and the Emer-
gency Care Help Organiza-

tion.

Anyone over the age 0of 21 is
invited to attend. This event
will recognize all residents
born in 1954.

- The' first Fifty is Nifty
fundraising party will be held
at The Barn Theatre at
Winthrop, 11349 Blooming-
dale Ave., Sept. 11 with din-
ner, a dance and a cash bar.
The evening will start with
cocktails at 6:30 p.m. and the
dinner from 7 to 8 p.m. Danc-—
ing will follow the dinner until
midnight. Rhythm Makers
DJs will provi
the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s,

The Brandon Blues Broth-
ers will make a special
appearance.

Advance tickets are $30 and
are available by calling
George May, 662-1102, or
Marilyn Coll ns, 892-7151,

e music from

placed there for their traffic
light study.

In the land of eat, drink and
pitch out the window, there
were 13 bags of litter, a towel,
several pairs of male under-
wear, a residential white tele—
phone, ahubcap, aleafrake, a
Bob’s barricade, a full-size

* ping pong table, a 2—gallon gas

can, four lug nuts, a wash
cloth and 31 cents. The bever—
ages of choice were Diet Coke
for soft drinks, Bud Light for
beer and Old Grand Dad for
distilled spirits.

Projects
The following projects have

been completed by the end of
the third quarter: the renova-
tion of the Greenhollow
entrance, the wall painting on
John Moore, Canoga Park and
Rosemead, the new bench
and landscaping on Cul-
breath, the tree replacement
on Natures Way, Glenhaven
and Greenhollow, and the
landscape improvements on
Springvale.

The projects remaining for
the fourth quarter are the
flowers for the entrances and
the irrigation on Springvale.

Al Devney is the owner of
Devney Property Manage-
ment.

_ SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE
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Circuit Training & More!
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BHA Membership Drive Kicks Off In August” "o

Staff report

The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association’s annual
membership drive kicks off in
Au[i{ust. Membership forms
will be mailed this month to
each homeowner in the
Bloomingdale district. The
$20-per home annual mem-
bership dues are the associa-
tion’s sole means of financial
support. : A ¢

With the continued finan-
cial and volunteer support of
its residents, the Blooming-
dale Homeowners Associa-
tion Inc. will continue its
efforts to ensure that Bloom-—
ingdale remains a vital, cohe—
sive, active, safe and attractive
community. -

The BHA represents
Bloomingdale's 40 neighbor—
hood sections of more than
4,500 homes. The organiza-
tion’s board of directors; all

volunteers who live in Bloom~—
ingdale, speaksand act on
behalf of residents to address
neighborhood, county,
school, land development
and law enforcement issues.
BHA members also work
closelywith the Bloomingdale
Special Taxing District to pro-
mote common area and
entryway repairs, mainte—
nance and improvements.
The - association holds
monthly open public meet-
ings at the Bloomingdale
Community Office on Bell
Shoals Road and owns and
produces The Bloomingdale
Gazette, nowinits 25th year of
publication. The group estab-
lished and maintains the
community Web - site,
www.BloomingdaleGazette.c
om. The BHA provides part-
time staff at the community
office to assist residents with
neighborhood concerns, and

also funds and coordinates
the Neighborhood Watch
program.

In 2004, the homeowners
association hired an inde-
pendent contractor, Neigh—
borhood Standards, to help
resolve deed restriction and
county code violations such
as neglected yards or homes
in disrepair, parking of inop-
erable vehicles, illegal home
business usage, nuisance
issues and more.

In recent years, the BHA
assisted residents with a com—
munity petition to keep all
Bloomingdale students
together at Bloomingdale
High; orchestrated a success—
ful campaign to locate the
new library branch under
construction on Blooming-
dale ‘Avenue; launched and
continues the Neighborhood
PRIDE program, which
organizes cleanup days for

—

every section of the commu-
nity on a rotating basis;
appointed a volunteer board
member to act as a liaison
between residents and the
Hillsborough County School
District; and assisted resi-
dents in several neighbor-
hood sections who wished to
speak out about countyland
use rezoning and develop-
ment plans. ~

In addition to this month’s
direct mailing, the member-
ship dues notice will be print-
ed in the September issue of
The Bloomingdale Gazette.
Forms are also available
online at www.Blooming-
daleGazette.com and at the
community .office, 3509 Bell
Shoals Road, ‘behind Sun
TrustBank and Citgo. The
office. :.is -open' - Moenday
through Thursday from 7 to
11 a.m. For more information,
call 681-2051. ]

Business Briefs

Llinic extends hours

The  Late Hours Urgent
Care Clinic, 3444 Lithia-
Pinecrest Road in Valrico, is
extending hours on weekends
from 10 a.m. to midnight.

On weekdays, the hours will
remain from noon until mid-
night. The clinic does lab
tests, EKGs and X-rays on site,

- with resuilts back in minutes.

The physicians are Dr. H.

‘Moursi, board certified in
emst;lﬁency medicine; Dr. M.
Ansari, certified in emergency
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(813) 508-4378
Advanced Mobhile Tech

medicine and internal medi-

- cine; and Dr. L. Aguila, board

certified in emergency medi-
cine. Call: 643-9393.

AmSouth Cares Day

On July 10, more than 125
AmSouth . bankers volun-
teered at seven YMCAS across
the Bay area with their com~
mitment translating to fresh
paint on YMCA walls, land-
scaping, and smiles from chil-
dren being tutored in math.

AmSouth bankers worked

HOME OF COMPUTER CORNER

www.advancedmobiletech.com

Licansa 1115561

at the Campo Y at 3414 Cul-
breath Road in Valrico land-
scaping and providing snacks
to basketball players.

Business After Hours

The Salon & Spa at 3212
Lithia-Pinecrest Road in Val-
rico will host the next Greater
Brandon Chamber of Com-
merce Business After Hours
Aug. 10 at 5:30 p.m.

New laser system

Bloomingdale Medical
Associates recently introduced
the Sciton ProfileTM laser sys—
tem to its practice, This inno-
vative laser system spans the
widest wavelength and appli-
cation range and can effective-
ly treat all types of patients
including tanned ones.

Profile is a minimally inva-—

. sive aesthetic procedure that

can be performed with a very
short turnaround time. Its
modular configuration allows
for fast and accurate delivery
of several applications includ-
ing high-speed hair removal,
MicroLaserPeel, facial and leg
veins, nonablative therapy,

photo facial, wrinkles, vascu—
lar lesions, full resurfacing,
pigmented lesions, telangiec—
tasia, rosacea, scar revision
and more. Call: 654-1775.

Golf tournament

~The Greater Brandon
Chamber of Commerce’s
annual golf tournament will
be Oct. 14 at Bloomingdale
Golfers Club, 4113 Great
Golfers Place in Valrico.

The four—person scramble
cost $100 per player. Registra—
tion and lunch starts at noon,
with a shotgun start at 1 p.m.

Gold, silver, beverage/cigar
cart, contest, exclusive hole,
and hole sponsorships are
available. Call: 689-1221, or
register online at www.bran—
donchamber.com. :

Networking

A new business group is
forming for Bloomingdale
residents and businesses. The
group meets weekly to ne |)
work and refer leads to bust-”
nesses in the Bloomingdale
area. Call: Larry Niday, 244—
6475. ‘
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By D’ANN WHITE
Editor

I glanced up from my com-
puter at The Brandon News
and my heart skipped a beat,

It was after 5:30 p.m. I had
less than a half hour to Rlle
up my 8-year—old from his
a.ger—school program and get
him to his Wolf Pack meeting
by 6 p.m.

My heart skipped another
beat when it suddenly
occurred to me that it was my
turn to bring snacks to the
meeting.

Remembering the home-
made brownies fellow Scout
mom Theresa Hickie brought
to the last meeting, I hurried
into the break room to see
what I could scrounge. Slim
pickings. All I could find were
chocolate bars left over from
a school fundraiser and a
4ay-old pot of coffee. Some-

>w, I didn't think my fellow
scout parents would appreci-
ate me feeding their boys the
equivalent of a No-Doze pill
just before bedtime.

So while my son remained
in the car, scurrying into his
Scout uniform and guzzling
his dinner, a Slim Fast shake
I'd pilfered from the office
refrigerator (I promise I'll
replace it), I ran into Eckerds
for cookies and juice boxes.

This little slice oflife has
nothing to do with Blooming—
dale.

It's just my convoluted way
of announcing that I'm relin-
quishing my duties as editor
of the Bloomingdale Gazette
to spend more time with my
family,

I had my share of reserva—
tions when I agreed to help
out the Bloomingdale Home—
owners Association a year ago
when Bloomingdale Gazette
editor Laura Frazier and her
family relocated to North
Carolina, My full-time duties
as editor of The Brandon
News left little time for

itracurricular activities.

to bus"ry || . {owever, I felt it would be a.

ningdale
ay, 244-

good opportunity to getto
ow my chosen home a bit
better. And it was. I got to

And Laura, bless her heart, has
agreed to resume her duties as
editor of the Gazette so my heart
can do a little less skipping and
my son can get a decent dinner.

know a lot of wonderful peo—
ple I'd never have met other—
wise and I got a much better
insight into the dedication of
the people who make up the
BHA and the Bloomingdale
Special Taxing District, not to
mention Joe Liguori, the vol-
unteer executive director of
the Gazette whose dedication
to his community is
unmatched.

But the Fraziers discovered
their hearts belonged in
Bloomingdale. They're back,
having found a home in
Bloomingdale Estates, just a
stone’s throw from their pre—
vious house in Dogwood
Hills.

And Laura, bless her heart,
has agreed to resume her
duties as editor of the Gazette
so my heart can do a little less
skipping and my son can get
a decent dinner.

Although my name will no
longer be on the Gazette
masthead above the title
“editor,” the Gazette won’t be
entirely rid of me.

I plan to remain active in
the Bloomingdale Homeown-—
ers Association and con—
tribute to the Gazette on a
voluntary basis.

I'm ashamed to say that,
although I'd lived in Bloom-
ingdale for eight years, I had
never attended a homeown-
ers association or taxing dis—
trict meeting until [ took over
as editor of the Gazette. Like
most of the 5,000 homeown-—
ers in Bloomingdale, I figured
the BHA and BSTD would
handle all of my concerns. I
didn’t really need to get
involved. ;

But over the past year, my
perspective has drastically
changed. I'm frankly amazed

at the amount of work
accomplished by so few peo-
le.
3 The BHA directors and
BSTD trustees spend count—
less volunteer hours ensuring
that Bloomingdale remains a
great place to live. ;

And the help they receive
from most of ts 5,000 home—
owners is miniscule at best.

_ Nevertheless, it's a tribute
to the hard work of those few
that the BHA’s PRIDE pro-~
gram was recognized last year
as the best neighborhood

improvement program in
Hillsborough County. And
the county’s Neighborhood
Relations Department holds
Bloomingdale’s Neighbor-
hood Improvement Program
up as an example of what can
be accomplished if a commu-
nity takes responsibility for
itself.

This is the place my hus—
band and I chose to invest
our savings and raise our son.
I plan to stay involved in the
BHA and the BSTD to make
sure my investment remains
a sound one and that Bloom-
ingdale remains the attrac—
tive, family—oriented commu-
nity where children can safely
play, where exercise enthusi—
asts can jog and ride their
bikes without fear, where
neighbors look out for one
another.

1 urge my fellow residents
to do the same.

W Bl ominngdide.
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Teacher Says Music Education Is Important For

Growth ™ 3 r

RECOMMENDS
PARENTS PURSUE
ALTERNATIVES

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

In today’s competitive
world, parents strive to pro-
vide every opportunity to
ensure their child’'s success;
the keys to which may not be
solely academic, butivory.

Studies in neuroscience by
accredited doctors show that
significantly more of the brain
is being used during music
making than originally
thought, actually expanding
the brain. One recent Univer—
sity of California/ Irvine study
focused its attention on ele-
mentary school students,
proving that students who
took piano lessons boosted

their math performance.

Bloomingdale resident and
Eiano teacher Karin Matlock

elieves music also helps chil-
dren learn better hand/eye
coordination as well as
suen%thens their spatial rela—
tionship perception. Having
taken piano lessons for 14
years herself, Matlock be%an
teaching private piano les—
sons in 1998, seeing the many
benefits of music manifested
in her students.

4] see them develop strong
self-esteem, more se f—confi-
dence,” she said. “I see these
skills translate into other
areas of their life. After per—
forming at a recital in front of
a small crowd, they're even

better at public speaking.”

from 6 to adul

Matlock currently teaches
31 students ranging in age
t, and has a
waiting list of hopeful stu=
dents. “Music in general
allows children to focus on
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Karin Matlock teaches piano in her Bloomingdale home.

something,” she said. “They
hear the music; touch the
keys. In seeing the music,
they're reading. They experi-
ence the cause and effect of
touching the keys.”

In touching the keys and
hearing the sound, children
learn the touch is translated
into music. Matlock has
observed great leaps in the
early years of her students,
watching them develop per-
severance. “Reading music is
much like reading books; left
to right, top to bottom. 1f
they're able to sit fora period
of time and are able to do the
lessons and Fractices. then
they’re ready for lessons.”

Rhythm and patterns are

inherent in a child’s learning,

but Matlock suggests thatkids
need to be ready to take in
that information and process
it to get the most out of music

LESLIE WHITE/Photo

lessons, which is why she rec— & &
ommends not starting a child i
in music lessons until they're '
at least 6 years old. with © =
music education often the | €
first thing to go during budget
cuts, Matlock said she can “do
more privately for those who
have the time, the resources i
and feel like that's impor-
tant.” She also said the bene~ 15
fits of music education are
widespread, varying from | \
!
|

strengthening math skills to
giving them a sense of belong-
ing, psychologically creating
positive feelings, building
organizational skills, teaching
the kids self-discipline, time
management and patience.

A 2000 Gallop Poll indicates
the American public feels 29,
Matlock does, with nine out oy
10 believing music education

See MUSIC, Page 19
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By LESLIE WHI'{E
Corresponden
ut Kids' Julie
' OF?lrt A ::bo community
3 groélch is tl:le -kggyto suc—
cessf 1erapy-
-ceﬁsg‘lal(ljsp :eggn’t realize the
. s ortance of early interven=
e on-one treat—

=i
-ﬁ?;:;t Ofagd a teamwork
o oroach,” shesaid.
aPE -1 11 years of experience

Kogut

gu | About Kids Pedi-
2 ?nedeg}:h service out of her
home after the birth of her last
o, j ming,”

“Kids really enjoy €0 :
’s’heK;gid. “1" do games and
awar

My little ones think
jtsa Slsay dgte, » Jaughs Kogut,
g . imits, “I have more dif-
Wity getting them ,?Ut the
‘door than in the door.

Kogut said children are
mfortable in this relaxed
ng with the parent
rving, the one-on-one
proach being less intimi=
fing to the child than a
setting. Kogut meets
er students one to three
s a week, depending on
- age and their special

i‘ents are the primary
arvers of their child’s lan-
w6 skills, and often the first
uspect a problem. “The
ier you notice the difficul-
1e better,” advises Kogut.
ritical time for develop-
guage skills is between
B€3 and 6.

what do parents look

 age 1, a child should
& about 20 core vocabu-
¢ words and “play” with
Buage, imitating sounds.
le games like patty cake
. peek—a-boo facilitate
early skills, as does giv-
ncise directions and
ling whether or not the
responds. The bi§gest
B in language skills is
"Weer, the age of 1 and 2

when a child’s vocabulary
should increase to 200 to 300
words, their speech develop-
ment allowing them to string
together two and three word
phrases. At this early age, you
should be able to understand
them 70 percent of the time,
and the child should be capa-
ble of six to seven minutes of
“sit down” time with parents,
using language functionally.

By age 3, the toddler should
comprehend up to 1,200
words, speaking in four- to
five-word sentences. The tod—
dler should also ask and
answer questions. They
should be understood 80 per—
cent of the time, and be able
to communicate something
that happened in their recent

ast.

A child who is unable to
communicate might resort to
throwing tantrums, not hav-
ing a grasp on the words it
takes to communicate feel-
ings. Another red flag goes up
when parents find themselves
translating for their kids. By
age 3, a parent may still need
to clarify, but not translate.
Consonant blends, L's, R's
and S's are later developing
sounds, but if a child is still
struggling with K’s, G’s; L's
and S’s by age 4, that could be
aproblem.

Kogut hopes parents. will
seek help for their children
before they enter school
because they can hinder
school performance. “If you
can't say the sound, you can’t
spell it or read it,” says Kogut.
All of these language check-
lists enable parents to gauge
their child’s development,
and hopefully recognize
problems early on. “We hope
to catch it before they start
kindergarten so that 'they
don’t need special service
once they're in school,” Kogut
said.

Parents whose children
receive speech training in
school note two disadvan—
tages over the off-site one-on-
one approach. Speech
administered during' the
school day disrupts the stu—
dent’s class time, often leav—

See THERAPY, Page 18
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Julie Kogut of All About Kids offers one-on-one speech therapy to Caden Mc-
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Cimino Elementary Celebrates Academic Succesf‘

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

Cimino Elementary School
is celebrating its success,
receiving its first “A” grade
since its inception.

“We're very proud,” said

Principal Sandra Frost. “I
think the teachers did an
excellent job preparing the
kids, not just for the tests, but
academically.” .
" Frost, too, is proud of the
students. “They did an out—
standing job. This was a com—
bination of the work of the
parents, students and teach—
ers.”

Admittedly, her expecta-
tions for the coming school
year are very high, with Cimi-
no looking forward to another
grade A year as the 2004-05
school year begins,

Although  Hillsborough
County offers school choice
beginning with this year,
Cimino is virtually unaffected.
“I believe we only added a few
kindergartners due to choice.
Our neighboring schools are
really good schools, so people
really don't want to switch,"”
says Frost.

Enrollment is actually
down from last year’s 1,006
“We had such a large fifth
grade enrollment last year.
We currently have between
940 and 950 students,”
explains Frost.

Despite decreasing enroil-
ment, Cimino gained units
this year, necessitating the
addition of four portables to
accommodate the extra class—
es needed to keep class sizes
smaller. This year there will be

it

. - L T T =
:!- ki g B

LESLIE WHITE/Photo

Belinda Cohen, left, who joins Cimino this year as the vice assistant principal, along with Sandra Frost, principal, and
Deborah Talley, assistant principal, stand in front of the Cimino Quilt, each block contributed by every class throughout

the school.

eight kindergarten units, eight
first grade, seven second
grade, seven third, six fourth
and seven fifth grade units.
The teacher/pupil ratio for
primary units is 20/1, and
Frost said that most of her
current units have 21, with
second and third grades being
the most crowded with
around 26 children per class.

“This could be alleviated
after our fifth day count,”
Frost said.

With the addition of these
units comes another addition
to the Cimino staff, Belinda
Cohen, vice assistant princi—
pal. Cohen will be responsible
for the coordination of school
activities, keeping the calen—
dar current as well as aiding
Assistant Principal Deborah
Talley during testing, and

Park Avenue Puppy

3335 Lithia Pinecrest Rd. Valrico

Hours: Mon-Sat 11-8 Sunday

662-2592

switching up administrative
duties.

Cimino has also adopted a
“team teaching” approach,
which is encouraged by the
school district. Seven units
have either co—teachers or a
team of three teaching the
students throughout the day.
“In this situation, we have
compatible teachers working
together, balancing each
other’s strengths and weak-
nesses,” explains Frost. “The
only grade not team teaching
is fourth,” adds Frost.

With the safety of students
of primary concern, Frost
imp?emented another change
she hopes will ensure campus
safety. “We now have Coach
Horn on the sidewalk between
the school and the crossing
guard, monitoring the stu-

THERAPY

dents,” said Frost, who hopes
parents will help her teach and
reinforce the safety precau-
tions designed to protect fa.
students. “We expect the |

to adhere to all safety precau-
tions which are sent home to
the parents twice, once in the
teacher assignment letter and
another in the first day packet
sent home with each student.
We also expect children to be
in uniform.”

Into its third year, Cimino is
fast becoming established as
a successful neighborhood
school, instilling in its
“Cougar” population a dedi-
cation to both educational
goals as well as character
building, making for what
parents see as strong, respon—
sible, productive students,
she said.

From page 17

ing them to complete unfin-
ished work at home. :
The most notable distinc—
tion is the lack of parental
presence. et
“When a child comes to
me, the parentis with them —
observing. Parents hear what
I'm doing and I train them on
what to do with the kids at
home,” says Kogut, adding
that the reinforcement at

home is vital for success.
“Sometimes, all the child
needs is a push in the right
direction.”

If you believe your child
may have a speech difficulty,
contact Kogut at All About
Kids at 368-23485. Sheislos
ed in Bloomingdale East,
works by appointment, 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday.
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Kinderganen Teacher Offers Advice For Parents

HER SON ENTERS
SCHOOL THIS
YEAR, TOO

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

For 9 years, Cimino Ele-
mentary School kindergarten
teacher Mary Ann Gonsalves
has welcomed children and
parents into her classroom.
This year, she will switch roles
as she escorts her oldest son,
Marshall, into school on his
first day of kindergarten.

“There’s a lot of mixed
emotions,” Gonsalves said.
“It’s a little sad, but I'm so
proud of him.”

As every parent knows, it’s
a heart-wrenching day of con-
flicting feelings for both par—
ent and child — anticipation
and trepidation, coupled with
exuberance and anxiety. Let—

ting go of that little hand as
ir child walks into a class-
rwom and begins their trek
into academia isn’t easy. A
part of your heart remains,
and worries don’t subside
until that little smiling face is
back with you at 2:15.

Excitementlaces their voice
as they tell you about their
new teacher, new friends and
all the fun things they did that
day. It's a time of wonder, and
a time of budding independ-
ence. Parents can help maxi—

MUSIC

mize a successful transition
into kindergarten.

Gonsalves has had the
chance to observe what works
and what doesn’t. “Hopefully,
the children have been left
with a sitter or family before
so it’s not such a shock,” she
said. “Tiny intervals away
from parents help the child to
get a little more independ-
ent.”

Also helpful is attending
Meet the Teacher night, or
Open House with your child,
familiarizing the child with
the classroom and the teacher
they'll spend the bulk of their
day with.

Verbal affirmations the first
day enable the child to feel
secure in their new environ—
ment. Gonsalves suggests
parents use such phrases as
“be back later” or “see you
soon,” then leave, keeping the
good-bye short and less emo-
tional. “When parents linger
at the door or in the room, it
confuses the child,” said Gon-
salves, who also advises par—
ents not to cry in front of the
child or uses phrases that
make the child feel sad, such
as “I'll miss you.”

Keeping a positive tone and
ahappy face helps children go
in easier and feel more secure.
When it comes to skills,
kindergartners should know
and be able to identify their
ABC'’s as well as the numbers
1-12. Children should know

From page 18

helps students succeed in
other academic areas. Active
music making is proven to be
a key to intellectual develop-
ment, physical wellness and
1mproved grades.

Music is an endeavor
involving most of the senses
from tactical to auditory, and
enhances thinking and cre-
atm m participants. Such

tE)lop culture icons

as vH-l see the value in music
e-ucation and have created
Save the Music Founda-
1\@{ which helps improve the
quality of American educa-
tion by restori é; music pro-
grams by donating new and

used instruments.

With the benefits of music
education proven, parents
might want to consider
enrolling their children in
some facet of music educa-
tion, and although Matlock is
not currently accepting new
students, she recommends
checking with your school’s
music teacher for the names
of local teachers. Another
resource is your local music
store, which sometimes has a
list of private teachers. Most
people find their teachers via
word of mouth and Matlock
says. “Happy students are the
best references.”

LESLIE WHITE/Pholo

Mary Ann Gonsalves prepares for a
new year. She is a kindergarten
teacher at Cimino Elementary
School.

how to print their names and
hold a pencil correctly. At this
stage, children should be

learning what sounds the let-

ters make, which will help
them to begin reading. It's
also helpful for kids to know
how to hold scissors correctly
and be able to cut.

Gonsalves suggests having
kids practice on strips of

paper, just cutting squares off

the end of the strip. The abili—
ty to assemble simple puzzles
is a skill builder that strength—
ens hand/eye coordination.
“The most important thing,”
emphasizes Gonsalves, “is to
read to your child every night
and talk about what you
read.” Parental involvement is
the key to success. Paying
attention to the take-home
folder on a daily basis will
keep the parents abreast of

what the child is doing during
the day.
Gonsalves also stresses

having a daily conversation
with your child about their
day.

This builds their communi-
cation, as well as informs the
parents of classrpom activities
The first day, Gonsalves and
her students play several
name games, enabling them
to get more familiar with each

See ADVICE, Page 20

Parker 5 Lawn
& Landsc_:apmg
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MONTHLY RATES - NO CONTRACTS
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* Lawn Maintenance * Planting
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Call Jeff for Free Estimate ;
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Red, white and blue in Bloomin

The Bloomingdale Homeowners As-
goclat}on showed off its community
RIDE program during the annual
grandun Fourth of July parade. The
iHﬂ\ would like to express Its appre-
% :atlon to the Bloomingdale Golfers
ub, which donated the use of golf
carts for the occasion. Above, BHA
office manager Jon| Hickle and BHA
g!mctor Joe Hickle decorated one of
i 8 carts with red, white and blue
unting, bows and a giant Uncle
srglmav:n"?\ PHA director Lydia Har~
» atright, gave her golf cart her
OwWn patriotic touch, g

ADVICE

gdale

Hlﬁl-l -rm NER
. SPOMORED RY
ULOOSINGDALEGOLFERNCLER

NANSTIE FATION

eyt
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other They take a tour of the
school and discuss ways to
treat friends, supplies” and
bProperty. Gonsalves takes
time to review behavior
€xpectations, which are post-
ed on'a daily behavior man-
agement chart.

Kindergartners learn

responsibility as they keep up
With their weekly homework
assignments and monthly

family projects listed in their
daily agendas. After a few
weeks, Gonsalves welcomes
parents into the classroom to
volunteer.

“I've always loved to have
parents volunteer in my class—
room. They're very helpful
and I think it helps them see
what we're doing.”

With the reduction in
kindergarten aides last year,

these teachers now share
three aides among the eight
classes, so parental involve-
ment is instrumental in help-

‘ing the classroom thrive. Also

reduced this year is the num-
ber of students per classroom,
the ratio being closer to 18

" pupils to 1 teacher to accom-—

modate the reduction.in class
sizes approved by Gov. Bush.
Gonsalves had 24 students in

2004, and 30 in 2003. :

For kindergartners entering
school this year, they can
expect to make new friends,
develop new skills and learn
to tie their shoes. And, if par-
ents have children ente:;' )
Mary Ann Gonsalves' cldss]
they can expecta teacher who
understands exactly how it
feels to parent a kindergart-
ner.
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Backpacks Causing Back Pain, Chiropractor Says

By JOYCE McKENZIE

Each day as he drives to and
from his office during the
school year, Dr. Scott Stoltz
witnesses what he calls a
mounting epidemic among
students in his Bloomingdale
neighborhood.

“I see it all through the year
because I live near two ele-
mentary schools,” said the
chiropractor and owner of the
Spine Center in Seffner.

The health plague he's
referring to is an increasing
incidence of “backpack
attacks,” the strain of heavy
backpacks on the backs of stu—
dents.

Oftentimes, he said, he
watches the children walking
to school hunched over from
the weight of their overloaded

backpacks or bent sideways

because they chose to carry
them over one rather than
“wth shoulders.

_“The old adage ‘as the twig

WEB SITE

bends, so grows the tree’
always comes to mind,” Stoltz
said, “If they walk more than
seven or eight minutes, their
backpacks can affect the cur-
vature of their spines and
damage ‘their nervous sys-
tems and other organs. The
nervous system runs every—
thing in our bodies.”

Even though “hitting the
boaoks,” he believes, can lead
to academic success, the
manner in which students
carry .backpacks can cause
lower back pain and ultimate-
ly spinal problems.

“Like dentistry, if we neg—
lect spinal hygiene, it can have
dramatic effects later on,”
Stoltz said. “Do this heavy
math — 12 pounds in an aver—
age child’s backpack times 10
lifts per day equals 120
pounds lifted per day. This
120 pounds per day times 180
days per school year equals
21,600 pounds lifted in one
school year. This is nearly 11

From page 11

choose a name and the BHA
will install signs with the cho-
sen name. The BHA plans to
spend $20,000 on 2- by 3—-foot
wooden signs for the
unnamed neighborhoods.

As part of the Bloomingdale
PRIDE program, the home-
owners association is asking
residents to vote on a neigh-
borhood name. (See related
article for proposed names
and voting ballot). The neigh-
borhoods generating the
most votes will get signs first.

The project is intended to
promote neighborhood pride
and identity, said Grable.
When Bloomingdale was first
developed in the 1980s, the
developer opted not to name
10 neighborhoods in Bloom—
ingdale West and portions of
Bloomingdale East,

The BHA is also working on

. ~'ans to revive the communi-
's mobile watch program.
| $I

oomingdale had one of the
first mobile watch units in the
county 20 years ago. Residents
took turns patroling the neigh-
porhoods, reporting suspi-

cious activities and crimes.
Mobile watch coordinator
Tony Diolosa has proposed
purchasing a mobile watch
vehicle using a law enforce-
ment grant and donatjons,
and equipping it with decals
and lights for the watch vol-
unteers to use. Long Tire and
Automotive on Bell Shoals
Road has agreed to repair the
car at cost plus 10 percentand
Citgo on Bell Shoals will give
the watch a discount on gas.
Grable said his only con-
cernisinsurance. “Weneed to
get a legal opinion so we're
sure we're covered from a lia-
bility standpoint,” he said.
According to Gazette execu-
tive director Joe Liguori, at one
point the mobile watch had 180
volunteers. There were three
cars with two volunteers per car
to patrol the roads, parks and
teengl?therings ots.
Although Bloomingdale’s
crime rate is below the county
average, the BHA would like
to have the mobile watch
reactivated as a deterrent to
crime.

tons or the equivalent of six
full-size automobiles.”

He points to statistics from
the Consumer Product Safety
Commission that show 6,512
emergency room visits each
year are the result of book bag

injuries.

“This is the beginning of an
epidemic, one that will cause
serious damage to a child’s
health for a lifetime,” Stoltz
said. “Kids need to learn how
to choose, pack, lift and wear
their backpacks correctly.”

To educate parents and

‘children on these issues,

Stoltz will host a Back-to—
School Bonanza Aug; 7 from 9
a.m. to noon at The Spine
Center, 2101 N. Parsons Ave.
Using a video and handouts
supplied by Backpack Safety
America/International, an
educational program
designed to helg prevent
backpack-related back prob-
lems, Stoltz will address what
he believes should be a major

concern among parents of
school-age children at 10 a.m.

“For instance, backpacks
should only weigh about 15
percent of the child’s body
weight, should be fitted prop-
erly and not carried over one
shoulder,” Stoltz said,

The event, open to anyone
in the community, also will
feature guest speaker April
Oakes, president of the
Autism Autoimmunity Pro-
ject, at 11 a.m. Oakes will dis—

“cuss the connection between

autism and childhood vacci-
nations.

In addition, there will be
activities to entertain the chil-
dren including a clown,
games and free goodie bags.
Free children’s scoliosis
screenings, chair massages
and drinks, compliments of
Smoothie King on Blooming-
dale Avenue in Brandon, also
will be available.

For more information, call
681-9239.

Wade...

Praclicing Fine Cosmetic
& Restoralive Dentisiry

We have plenty of ways...

1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE e BRANDON

www.drbraniwade.com

..tO your smile bright.

* Whitening » Crowns & Bridges ¢ Dental Implants
* Most Procedures Completed In Office
¢ Insurance Flled For You
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" o Oral Sedation Available
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taste of the large and still-
growing patronage she and
her 15-member staff are
expected to experience at the
new library.

Riverview’s 25-year—old,
8,000-square-foot library has
become very busy over the
past few years, Beamguard
said. Formerly a sleepy little
library, the branch now wel-
comes new families moving
into the area on a weekly
basis, while continuing to
provide service to hundreds of
longtime residents.

The new 15,000-square—
foot branch under construc—
tion on Bloomingdale Avenue
just east of Bloomingdale
High School is expected to
draw a large number of
patrons from Brandon, Valri—
co, Riverview and Lithia.
Beamguard is ready to greet
them all with the help of a 15—
member staff. Her plan is to
focus on providing the same
good service and small-town,
welcoming atmosphere the
Riverview branch prides itself
on.

More than just a place to
check out books, Beamguard
envisions the new library as a
community hub, a place peo-
ple come to meet, to interact
and to learn. It should be a
place, she said, where both
children and adults feel com-
fortable coming to socialize,
to get information and to
explore new interests.

“If a newcomer moves into
the area and asks a neighbor
where they can getlocal infor—
mation or where they can take
their kids, I want us to think of
the library first. We want this
library to be a welcoming

LIBRARY

]
LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Rlverview Branch Library supervisor
Julie Beamguard was selected for
reassignment to the library under
construction on Bloomingdale Av-
enue. The new branch is scheduled
to open in December.

place with good service and
lots of community involve—
ment.”

The library is scheduled to
open in December. Plans for
special programs and activi-
ties are still in the brainstorm-
ing stage. But Beamguard said
there will be no shortage of
goings on at the facility.

“We will have several com-
munity rooms, and I just
know we’re going to be really
busy. I'd like to see things like
computer and technology
programs and training. Peo-
ple ask for those all the time.
We will have book discussion
groups, children’s programs
... there are so many things
that can be done. We want to
hear what the community
wants.”

Beamguard said she's
happy to have a Friends of the
Library chapter in- place
months before the facility is
set to open.

Used Books,
Media Sought

Sale To Benefit
New Library

Donations of genty
used books and media
(CDs, DVDs, VHS tapes,
videp games, computer
software, etc.) are need-
ed foran upcoming book
sale to benefit the new
library branch under
construction on Bloom-
ingdale Avenue. Resi—
dents can drop off dona-
tions Monday thro
Friday, 7to 11 a.m., at the
Bloomingdale Commu-
nity Office, 3509 Bell
Shoals Road. The South
Brandon/Bloomingdale
chapter of the Friends of
the Library will hold the
sale Sept. 18 at the
Stephanie Ann Culbert—
son Recreation Center in
Bloomingdale West Park
on Canoga Park Drive
from 9 a.m. to noon. Call:
Pat Boody, 785-3373 or

pwboody@tecoenergy.c
om.

“TI'm really happy to have a
terrific group that's so
involved. They're already
planning a big book sale.”

The group meets monthly
at the Bloomingdale Commu-
nity Office on Bell Shoals
Road, where used books and
media (CDs, DVDs, video

games, etc.) are now being
collected for the Sept. 18
fundraiser.

‘The Friends group, in addi-
tion to raising money for
perks like special speakers,
staff amenities and volunteer
awards;, acts as a liaison
between the library and local
and state government, and
serves as a link between resi-
dents and library officials.

Marilyn Shynett, East Hills-
borough's regional chief
librarian, said Beamguard
was chosen to head the new .
library from an undisclosed
number of applicants for the
job. “Julie was chosen for
reassignment because of her
proven track record as an effi-
cient librarian,” said Shynett.

“She is an excellent com-
municator, has a high level of
expertise in reference, and
works well in cooperation
with others for the benefit of
the library.”

Beamguard received he*-.
master's degree in library st~ |
ence at the University o1
North Carolina at Chapel Hill
shortly before moving to
Florida in 1977. She ran the
reference department of the
Ocala Library in Marion
County for five years. In Hills-
borough County, Beamguard
worked at the main library in
Tampa, the Temple Terrace
branch and the Port Tampa
branch before her assignment
to Riverview in 2001.

Ann Fleury, head librarian
of the Seffner/Mango Branch
Library, will be reassigned as
supervisor of the Riverview
branch. Children’s librarian
Karen Resciniti will remain at
the Riverview branch.

From page 6

riers for after—hours security,
appropriate outdoor lighting
and landscaping that won't
provide convenient hiding
places for trespassers, he said.

“Those features keep peo-
ple safe, prevent vandalism’
and theft, and maintain the
security of public buildings.
That's all we're looking for (at
the new library),” Maurer
said.

But the security gate could
prove costly, Wullschleger
said. One less expensive
option is to install traffic bol-
lards at the rear of the facility.
The series of posts, usually
constructed of metal or con-
crete, have been used suc-
cessfully at other Hillsbor-
ough County libraries with
similar security issues, he
said.

Waullschleger encouraged
residents with questions or
concerns about the new
library to contact the branch’s
Friends of the Library group.

“It would be great if people
would bring these concerns to
the Friends group and get
involved in the organization,
because it will be a terrific
asset to the library,” he said.

Pat Boody, president of the

new Friends chapter, said the
group is talking to local flag
companies about the possi-

_bility of donating the flagpole,

estimated to cost $2,000.

The Friends group meets
monthly at the Bloomingdg
Community Office on B(éw/
Shoals Road. For meeting
times or information, contact
Boody at pwboody®@tecoen—
ergy.com or 275-3642.

3
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From page 3

School and the University of
South Florida where his son
now goes.

His daughter attends
Bloomingdale High School.
He and his wife, Susan, have
been. married 23 years and
moved to Bloomingdale 12
years ago, attracted to the rep—
utation of Bloomingdale's
schools.

He works as a senior sales
representative for Sherwin
Paints and is active in the
Brandon Rotary Club.

West said he’d like to con-
tinue the work he’s been
involved in as a trustee. Since
his appointment, he has
worked on the tax roll counts
and budget committees and
prides himself on rarely miss—
ing a monthly meeting.

“If you're going to do some-
thing, I believe you should
give ityour all,” he said. “I'm
not afraid to make things hap-
pen, to take action.” .

He said he would like to

ntinue overseeing the reno—

ROAD

vation of Bloomingdale's
major entrances, a project he
lobbied for when first
appointed.

“Bloomingdale is a won-
derful community, and the
taxing district is doing its best
to maintain it,” he said.

A River Crossing resident
since 1996, Rusty Jones retired
from the Air Force at MacDill
after 22 years and now works
as a senior security specialist
for Honeywell International.

Jones and his wife, Joyce,
along with their three chil-
dren, age 17, 18 and 22, were
attracted to Bloomingdale
because of its schools and the
general appearance of the
community.

“The people are friendly
and Bloomingdale is conven-—
ient; it's close to everything,”
said Jones.

Responding to an article
seeking trustees in the Bloom-
ingdale Gazette, Jones was
appointed to the district in
August 2002.

From page'8

going to be impacted when
you make improvements,”
said Alford, “Wal-Mart has a
higher volume of traffic, so we
opted for a plan that would
keep their entrance open. But
I'm amenable to looking at
anything you suggest.”

.Ay{lflordg syaid heg.'flso will hold
a public meeting when the
road improvement plans are
30 percent designed. Con-
struction was expected to get
under way in November, but
Alford said that schedule has
been moved up to the first of
the year.

Ultimately, the county
wants to widen Bell Shoals to
four lanes between Bloom-
ingdale’ and -Boyette Road,

however, there is currently no
funding available for that
project.

In the meantime, the
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association has asked the
county to look into the possi—
bility of installing a traffic
light on Bell Shoals at Glen—
haven Drive to prevent acci-
dents caused by motorists
trying to make left turns onto
Bell Shoals. The association
also would like a left turn lane
added to Bell Shoals at Garnet
Drive.

However, Alford said these
requests are beyond the
scope of the $3 million Bell
Shoals/Bloomingdale inter-
section improvement project.

_ SAY YOU sAW IT IN THE
TaE BLOOMINGDALE (GAZETTE

“I knew Thom (8nelling, the
district’s chairman) when he
coached my daughter’s soft—
ball team and he encouraged
me to get involved,” said
Jones.

Jones said he’s not only
interested in volunteering for
his community but wants to
make sure the community’s
tax dollais are spent wisely.

“I want to help make sure
that Bloomingdale remains
an attractive place to live and
that our tax dollars are spent
prudently.

Ken Pyse is the newest
member of the district,
appointed earlier this sum-—
mer. A resident of Cambridge
Cove since 1997, Pyse and his
wife of 43. years, Barbara,
moved from New Jersey after
he retired as a distribution
manager for UPS. They have
two daughters, one in New
Jersey and the other in Tarpon
Springs. A

Pyse said they chose Cam—
bridge Cove because of its

proximity to the golf course,
Pyse is an avid golfer, and
because the area was attrac-
tive. !

He said he became interest—
ed in beautifying and main-
taining Bloomingdale’s com—
mon areas while working on
Cambridge Cove’s entrance-
way on Natures Way.

“As a trustee, I would like to
preserve and protect the
interests of our community,
and make sure the rules are
followed and the money well
spent,” he said. :

He also: believes that his
experience in budgeting with
UPS will also come in handy
as a trustee.

Bloomingdale is one of 44
special taxing districts in
Hillsborough County. '

The Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District trustees meet
the second Monday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Bloom-
ingdale Community Office,
3509 Bell Shoals Road.

Call: 684-6667.

for our
NEW LOCATION in

BLOOMINGDALE!
NEW Rail-Road-Themed
Office and Exam Rooms

Separate Well-Visit and
Sick-Visit Entrances
Courtesy Prenatal
visits choose
your Pediatrician
before your
baby is bom

Florencgiq A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P.
Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P
Tomas de Brigard, M.D., FA.A.P
Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P.
Joyce I. Young, A.RN.P.

(813) 655-0292

NADAL PEDIATRICS

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS

888 South Parsons Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

extended hours
8am-8pm - Mon-Thurs 8am-5pm - Fri.
South Parsons Ave. only

376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 681-7101
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Bloomingdale Gets
\ | , Five-Star Service
with
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EALTY
OF BRAND:ON
2119 W. Brandon Bivd., Suite A,
Brandon, FL 33511

684-9500 or 685-8545

Call Luana and discover the
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