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Speed Humps Public Hearing Dec. 19 At Rec Center

By Chris-Ann Phillips

Three years aftér spoed humps were installad on
Bloomingfield comes another pablic mesting - this time to
hear residents opinions aboul speed humps on Canoga Park
Drive.

A public hearing will be held Thursday at6:30 p.m. in
the Bloomingdale Park West Community Center. Ferry
Devikowski, an independent contractor, will be the hearing
master and Wayne Kirby, a county residential traffic control
team beader will be present.

County spokesman Steve Valdez said a raffic sindy
on Canoga Park indicated speeding exists on the road
where a six-year-obd was struck and killed tast June.

That incident and the increased traffic since the rec-

reation center opened the same month prom pled residents
o mest with County Commissioner Dottie Berger in
August o discuss improvemnents o the area’s roads. Speed
humps were not considered an aliermative at the time.

Sincethen lower speed limits, bike lanes and waming
signs have been installed.

Community response af the meeting will determine
thee dheciston of the hearing master, who could recommend
speed humps or suggest othier Biematives,

If the decision for speed humps is rendered, the
residents who initiated the request must then notify %0
percent of the residents in the impacted area of the deci-
sion. Sixly percent must agree, Valdez said.

Speed humps discussions polarized the Bloomingdals
West community three years ago. Residents who wanted
traffic reduced along Bloomingfield were opposed by
retidents who feared emergency vehicles would be skowed
by the humps. Still others didn't want the inconvenience
or aesthetics of their neighborhood diminished.

As aresnltof the humps on Blooming field, molonists
found other routes, and those vehicles that travel the
through strect must come 10 4 near stop o execute each
hump,

%Mﬁuggﬁtimnf;pﬁﬁd hurnps a1 the August mees-
ing with Commissioner Berger was met with resounding
disapproval from those present.
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Community. Technically, a home could be con-
structed there, bat Russo has other plans,

4 “I'm preparing the kand for re-sale cither o
T
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tick. He said hn currently is working with sur-
vevars on & plan that would allow homeowness
mpm:hunﬂwpmﬂ frontage and extend their
hackyards into the wooded areg.
“Idon’rwant to fence them off, " Russo said.
“When you' v been looking at apond, you don 't
want to ook ata fence.
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Glenn Cross owned the 52 acres cast of Russo’s
land. Thke Gazere reported 138 month Cross'
intentions o donale the Bloomingdale South
acresige 10 the residents of Somerset and the
Suarez communily ot the end of Culbreath i‘tr
use 4% & private park.
River Crogsing residents thought access the
park woukd be through their commanity, but in
fact, it will have only one entrance ai the end of

—hat

djj yr:?u

u_gre g-n:e--?— yhen

rm

I

ﬁ,!mtﬁ eI

*—-E-'l."'l‘_'

Letlers to Santa. See p. 5
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Area first graders once again share their fondest wishes and some amusing comments in their

New Construction Means Area Jobs

by Rozel Sciulli

Constrction of an Albertsons Food and Drug Store
and Walgreens Drug Store will open more than 150 new

Jabs for area regidents,

The Alberisons is bocated at Lithia Pinecrest and
Bloomingdale whene Miller Road once exited onto Lithia
Pinecrest.

Walgreens will be a free standing store innont of &
new. shopping cenler opening at Bell 'Shoals and
Bioomingdale, Both stores are projected for completion in
the second quanes of 1997,

Miller Read bisd 1o be re-designed for the new
Albertsan’s construction, Where once it curved around
and forked forleft and right-lane ums, it will now emerge
north of it onigindl location in a straight ling where a
trafTic signal is planned.

The new sioee will be 53, 319 square foet and will
feature & Mull-service phomacy and full-service in-siooe
bank. The branch hasnot yet been selected, said Albenson's
spokesperson Jenny Enochson.

She said the siore will employ 125 local residents.

Walgreens has planped an “over-sized” store in its
new frec-standing concept, said spokesperson Lauric
Meyer,

"We have found it w0 be more convenicnt for our
customers and more effective 1o be separate from a cenler
of plaza," Meyer said,

The 16,000 squane-foot store will feature a full liquor
store il double dnve-through pharmacy. There also will
be @ one-hour photo department ‘and food depanment
selling non-penshable items. staples such as canned goods,
sl frozen foods like pizza and dinners,

Bloomingdale is bustling with building. A new
Walgreens goes up at Bell Shoals and
Bloomingdale and Albertsonsa construction has
re-configured the Miller Road and Lithia Pinecrest
intersection.

Meyer said food departments are not new 2 Walgrsens,
offering the accessibility of 8 convenience 510 Wikt mons
miermie pracing.

The Walgreens is the furst in what 15 expectcd tobe a
commercial center housing a Kash N Kamy and smaller
satellie slones.
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The Bloomingdale Commumnity
office receives many calls that
pertain ospeciiic Homeowners
Associations within the whale
of Bleomingdale,

While all residents of
Bloomingdale East, West,
South and Estate are entitled
o be members of the
Bloomingdale Homeowners'’
Association (BHA), muny sub-
divisions such as The Greens
or Erin Arbor have their own
assnciations,

With many new commaunities
growing up in Bloomingdale
South and mew associations
forming, it is important for the
Community Office to have a
contact mame and phone num-

Important Notice To
Home Associations

ber for each association.

At this time we ask your help
in providing this valuabke in-
formation toour stall. We ask
that a representative from
each association, new and old,
provide a name and phone
numbser (o the Community
Office by the first of the year.

Mail or dropoff the imlorma-
tion to The Bloomingdale
Commumity Office, 3244 Li-
thia Pinecrest Road, Suoite
103, Valrico, FL 335%. For
information, call 681-2051.
Office hours are9: 3010 12:30
Monday and Friday; % a.m.
io 11 a.m. Tuesday and
Thursday; and 9:30 o 1:30
Wednesday.
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Top 10 Christmas
List For Bloomingdale

By Rozel Sciulli
On the pages that follow are the
Christmas wizhes of first graders, many
Just leaming o write, for themselves,
their familics and even strangers.
Their innocence is nvershadowed
by (he reality tha
many are beginning
1 face as-one child

rance signs, Every kid around here must
hive his or her brass initial ontheir bedroom
wall by now. It would make Al Devoey so
happy and he'll stop asking me 1o write
about signs being vandalized,

Mo, B - Someons will fi-
nally adopt the pond on
‘Bell Shoals south aof

asked, *Sania are vou
for rele?’ Az they
i, their washes for
Barbie Daolis and
puppies. skateboards
and remode conirol
cars will fum inip

Posemead,

Mo, T-A new Litthe League
site with 12 ficlds, ample
piarking, modern hath-
rooans, and sidewalks,

Jewelry, label cloth-
ing and real cars.
Az adules, therr wishes will omce
again bécome practical. Whils most
woenen woauld wand o kill the man wha
put o smeall appliance dnder the e, a
new washing maching might nod sound
bad if you do 10 loads 5 week, And how
many men woild wm down 8 power
toad?
Thecomminity has s Christmas list
of itz own, Al practical of course. The
big 10-year wish finally come true with
the completion of the pew Community
Center in Park West and we can stop
wondering what will be baill on the
comer ofBell Shoals and Bloomingdale,
Mow bet's work on a few more,
Here, struight from the home affice
in- Minot, North Dakota is this year's
Top 10 Listof Christonas W ishes forthe
Bloomingdale Commumnity.

Mou 10 - Solicitors should pay attention
o the STDs No Soliciting signs posted
at each of the eight entrances.

Mo 9 - Kids will stop vandalizing en-

Mo, 6 - A waffic light a
ErinDale and Lithia
Pimecrest. A traffic light at Springvale and
Bloomingdale. A traffic light at Culbreath
and Bloomingdale,

No. 5 - Sidewalks be completed in
Bloomingdale West.

Mo, 4 - Bloomingdale High's boundary
should be from Kings Avenue o Lithia
Pinecrest, Let the peaple in Buckhom find
their own school.

No, 3 - A pood restaurant. Not fast food,
Mot pizza, Mot Mexican, Mot lalian, Mot
Oriental, Justanics sieak and baked potato

kind of place.

Mo, 2 - A disguise, like a dome, 1o hide the
TECO power station at’'Bell Shoals. and
Blsomingdale,

And the Mo, 1 Christmas 'Wish for the
Bloomingdale Commumnity...

Widening of Bloomingdale Avenue will be
compicied in owr lifstime,

Mobile Watch Report

By La¥Wayne Wyati

The following evenls were reporbed
by patrols and residents Zince our st re-
por.
823 House alarm on River Crossing Drive,
Meighbor indicated owners oul of 1own.
Sheniff notified.
B29Unoccugscd car in Park East
BA0Unoccupied carin Park East
BA0Three Hispanic male weens in Park
East, Claimed 1o be ooking for o bracelet,
Mo Mashlights being used.
B30T wio cars illegally parked on grass on
Bell Shoals Road south of Greenhofiow.
For zale sign in window.
B4 Large depréession in roadway on
Cozaba Loop. Traffic hazard, Notified
sheaff. Depuly barricaded hole.
87 Deputy at Culbreath and
Timbergrove Drive looking for a groap
of 25-30 teens NMoating from place to
place. Advised deputy there was o proup
of teens in Park East.
97  Graffin “jnx" painted oo TECO
box norh end of Tumbary Dnve
ST Two young make cocupants sitting in
icar in Park East
911 Resident of Hollow Wood Drive re-
ported teens in car had been harassing
children in cul-de-sac. Deputy had
talked to teens imvolved. Teens said they
would nol bother children again.
9/1 i House alarm on Hollow Wood Drive.
Shenfl notified. Deputy indicated  was
probably false alanm.
0/21 Large leen party in progress on Alafia
Daks Dhrive. Area was clear 10 minuies
lnfes,
921 D¢chris- from drinking  party at
Culbreath Road and Golf Muanor Blvd.
9{21Party in progress again on Alafia
Daks Drive. Teens drinking. Sheriff
notified. Two deputies responded.
821 Femabe ieen sitting on car in Somersel
subdivision, Says she is just"hanging out™,
9/21Two cars parked at Culbeeath Road
and Crolf Manor Blvd, party site, Bodh lefi

area after talking 1o patrol.

LiV10 Deputy checking possible stolen car
parked in Park East.

LIV 10OLder reale and female cccupants of
car m Park West. Advised them park was
closed. Male said they were allowing dog
1o relisve itselll

111 Ressdenis on Eagles Mest Drive
complaining of lowd mesic. Notified sher-
iff. Seweral deputies responded.

123 Building supply frucl cruised arep
of Kendel Court and Golf Manor Blivd,
several times. Backed into drive bui
didn’t appear to make delivery, Lefi
area  after sighting patrol. Sherifl
moiafned,

W30 Twocarsin Park East. Twoadulisin
park by restroom, Both lefi in separate cars,
L3 Resident advised patrol two bl dogs
live o Cloverhill Court, Have killed 4 cats
in neighborhood, Meighbors almaid iowalk
in ared; especially with pets,

11/25everal kids hanging oul in Park East
late af might,

11,2Depuiy recovered abandoned bike on
River Crossings Drive, Took il o commu-
ity cenier,

L1 Unecoupied carin Park Exst after dark.
HaUnoccupied car in Park West after
closing.

I LI8Party in progress on Sandy Creek
Drive. 6-7 cars. Male teens harassing
residents walking in area. Sherif noti-
fied.

11,710 Besident reporicd secing two maks
teens vicinity of Dumont and Biver Cross-
ings Dinvie Iving on curs; tred i remdayve
stop sign, appearcd [0 be scralching cars.
Shenil notified.

We can still use additional volunicers.
Several have indicated an interest,
however, dueto conflicting schedules
they have not been through the ori-
entation yel.
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Hanukkah Celebrates
Victory For Religious Freedom

By Rabbi Robert Goodman
Congregation Beth Shalom of Brandon

For the past cight days Jews have
celebrated the Festival of Lights known as
Hanukkah, During this ume, Jews light the
Menorah, a special candelabra which holds
a total of nine candles.

Cne the first night, Dec. 5, a single
candle was placed at the right end of the
Menorah, Each night an additional candle
was addedd, The servantcandle, kenow asihe
Sharmaszh, iz lit and then it is ased o light
the other candles.

Why eight davs? The answer (o this
question goes back to the originof Hanok-
kah, During the years 200-165 B.C., the
Syrian Grecks controlled Isracl, One king,
Antiochus, decided that all of the people in
hisempire should follow the Green religion.
The Jews of lsrael were willing to wear
Creen clothing and even speak Greek, but
they refused 1o give up therr religion.

The rebellion ked by Jidah Maccabes
and his brothers became the first fight for
rekigicus freedom m the hisiory of the
winld. For several years these gucrilla
fightcrs fought valiantly against the vastly
superior Greek army and finally prevailed.

They capiured Jerusabemn and went 1o
the Temple which had been mtentionally
defiled by the Grecks, They cleaned the
Temple and rededicated it 1o the God of
Lerne).

The word “Hanukkah' mesns “dedi-
cation.” [t was al this time that Judah
Maccabes and his fellow Jews found a
small comtainer of oil that seemed 1o be

Movember ong year and mn kte December
a few years kater, This is doe tothe fact that
tha Jewish holidays follow a lunar rather
than a solar calendar. Seven times every
19 years a leap-month is added. That'is
why there is 3 30-day swing period within
which cach Jewish holiday occurs. With-
ot Lhe keap-month, there would be no
coordination between the solar and lumar
calendars.

Traditicnally, children are given small
gifts or Hanukkah chocolates (known ai
Hanuklkah Gelt) each naght. Omily in recent
years and only in the US. has gifi-giving
on Hanokkah nvaled the pifi-giving of
Chrisimiag,

Hamupkkah custosms inclede playimg
with a special top called 3 “Direidel,™ Each
side of the dreidel kas a different letier on
it. The letters are abbreviations for the
Hebrew phrase that means' A great miracle
happened there,” refermng of courss (o the
viciory of the Maccabees.

During Hanokkah we eat “Latkes™
which are delicions pot=io pancakes. There
are a good number of cheerful, upbeat
Hanukkah somgs that also enrich the cel-
ebration,

With the esiablishment of the Sume of
[srael, the heroic accomplishments of the
world's first religious fresdom fightess
strikes a resonanl chord, for there 15 o
gimilarity botwesn the miracubows survivel
ofihe Siaie of Isracl and the vicionesof the
ancient Maccabecs.

| o R . "‘* ] cnough 1o burn for one day. Minculowsly As Americans, Jows are prowd o be a
e — ; Your Bloomingdale Area it lasted for eight days, For thatreason, we  Past of @ society that encourages cultural
Donna MacGiffert Realtor since 1984 celebralz e1ght days of Hanukkid. diversity and religious pluralism,
18y propeny i ey L o ¢ el e e, i g s o a1 o i, skl g One of the purzling aspects of Ha- May yowall have a wonderful holiday

F— = T — nukkah iz the fact that it may begin in late. Scason.
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Religion

By Ellen Slovacek

The ather day, while out shopping, 1
came across & sweel little boy with large
browm cyes and tosscked blonds hairs. His
Face was smudgcd with shal looked o b
the remains of a chooolate candy bar, Some
of it had dribided onto his shint. In bis back
pocket, [could see.a small toy- the kind you
get from a Happy Meal - sticking oot He
was adorable, about 3, and lost.

Bright and -aniculaic, this lide guy
came up ome and asked me i [ had seen his
grandmother.

“What does she look ke 7™ 1 agked.

“5he's really old.” Hmm. That didn'
help moch, 1 looked arcand for someone
aled-koking, but enfortunately, at-age 2i-
somiething, [ was the oldest-lpoking person
argund.

“Just exactly how old is your grand-
mother?™" | asked.

“5he's really old, Ddon’t know, maybe
100, 120, Somathing like that.”

Oh, great, [thought, Hers's a bost lattle
boy with-a really old grandmother. How
will they ewer find each other?

Just then akind-lookmg woman, maybae
in her 50, came up to the boy and swooped
him up in her arms.

“Danjel!"™ she cried. “Where on earth
have you been? I've been looking every-
where for you.”

[ ewed this woman suspiciously. She
didn 't ook 120,

15 this your mother 7 [ asked.

Moy thies s my grandme ™

“The really old one!™ I blered ot

before | could stop myself. The woman
looked quite offended.

“Come along, Daniel,” she- said
while pulling him closer o ke, “Whit
have i tokd you about [alking 1o strang-
e

“But Grandma,” [ coubd hear him
sy s he was whisked out of sighi. "~ That
really old lady was nce.”

Ah, children. Their reality is cer-
tainly not ours. What they perceive as
truth, 15 3 distostion of ours,,. good, bad,
of otherwise.

At this time of year, we adulis work
50 hard o make everything pesfect for
our children. Cr at least we try. We
remember what it was like for us as
children dunng e holiday scason and
wit have cither resolved 1o make it the
samie, of better for oor kids, depending
on owr circumstances “while we were
ETOwINg o,

Before you it the 1ass frenvied week
of haliday preparations, may T make one
sugpestion? Think abomst your child's
reality. And then take some time to play
that game with them or color that pic-
ture. Make the spowilakes that leave
linnke scraps Of paper all over the floor,
Decorale the sugar cookies that leave
faces and hands all sticky. It's okay.
Thedr reality will thenbe "Mom and Dad
think I am imporiant enough 1o spend
some time with me™ And that’s not
distorted in anybody's book,

Have a Merry Christnas and a joy-
cas holiday season,

Mow hiere's what's happening...

The Presbyterian Charch of

Bloomingdale will teature a chilidsen s

Tav'ingg Nativity during their worship ser

A MOMENT TH TIME

By Ellen Abramson

It was a great day, cool enough for the car windows to be down.
As [ waited for the lefi-ium Bght, T was stnled by a loud, persistent bark in

thee fichdl to my lefi

A man stood guietly al the opened rear door of an animal trailer, The dog was
running ina business-like, zig-zog pattern across the fekd, The object of his

concern wiks beaotiful ite burmo,

Finally, the stublas fittke animal blithely walked up o iis waiting owner,

The light tumed reen and £ bad o move fast, bot, what a show!

The actors were superb.

:"i':"c Dec. 15 "'_‘t 10:30 a.m. ﬂm“_‘“’“""‘ comedy as kids and grown-ups cavort oo
include a Christmas Cantata during the  cpaeryhe kind, Asin many fairy tales, there

m::ur:th'rp_ ZETVICE nl.1 10:30 am, M.IEE. is a happy ending, botonly the king's jester
Therewill be a Christmas Eve Candlelight  pnows how the story will £0.

Communion service at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 24. Tickets are $23 for a family or §12 per
The publicis inviled fojaan in the celobra- single ticket with 52 per child.

taon of this joyous season, A norsery will “The Wonders of Hiz Love™ will be
be provided for all events. presented by Brandon First United

Living Savior Lutheran Church,  njehodist Church's Music and Drama
3400 Lithia Pinecrest Road, will celebeste  penaiment on Dec. 15 a2 7:30. The pre-
Christmas Eve with a Family Candlelight — coniion is free and open to the public.
Service gt 630 pom, Deg, 24, A Festival The musical, celebrting the Messiah's
Service beging af 10a.m, Christmas Day, birth, will feamure the Chancel choir, or-

St Stephen Catholic Church will  cpaer soloiors and drame. For informa-
hold its anmual Family Christmas Nighton — yon call Jeff Brant a1 689-4161.

Dec. 15 at4 pom. This will be followed on
Dec. 16 by a Communal Penance Service
at 7:30 p.m.

The Mass scheduleon Chrisimias Exve
begine at 5: 30 p.m, witlia Children's Mass
fotlowed at T:30 by 8 Yoorh Mass, Mid-
night Mass will be celebrated at 12:00a.m,
Services on Christmag Day will be ap@:30
and 11:30a.m, only, The celebration con-
tinues on Dec, 26 with g Blessing of Ani-
malsal 11 .4.m,

Youngsters, parenis and grandpanénts
will find a unique opponunily i celebrate
together &t “Christmas maCastle,"a dinner
theater production Dec, 143t 6 p.m. at 5.
Mark United Chuarch, 29214 Lithia
Pinecrest Road.

From the moment visitors walk
through the door, they will be transporied
inkg medeeval imes when Christmas was a
festival for an entirg kingdom. Dancing
anel singing, preling and sword playing,
wehicl i puppet show wall ncoompany a grrand
holiday feast.

The program will offer putience par-
ticipation i holiday mu=ie, dance jnd

Amanda Osgood dances locheertho
king, Brad Osgood, in the dinper
tneater production of “Christinas in
& Castle” at S1. Mark Church.

ﬁey Kids!

The Bloomingdale Gazette
has several routes available:

Sandy Creek

Wynnwood Drive

Isleton Drive -

Tyndale Drive

Bloomingdale Estates, North

For more information call Ms. Halaufia at 661-6707.

A PROMISE

MADLE

A PROMISE

IKEET

"The virgin will give
birth o a zon, and
they will call kim
frmmanuel-
Crod with s,
M x2-23

Christmas Eve

L_Family Candiclight Service-0:50 Ph

Living Savior Lutheran Church
3401 Lithia Pinecrest Road, Valnco=681-2375

Christmas Day

Fesuval Service 10200 AN

St. Stephe
Catholic Church

Family Christmas Night
December 15, 4:00 p.m.

December 16, T3 pam,

Chrisimas Mass Scheduls
December 24, 5:30 pom. - Children’s Mass
T30 pom. - Youth Mass
12:00 am. - Midnaght Mass

Christmas Day
3 a.m. & 11:30 am. December 26, 11:00a.m.
Mew Year's Mass Schoedule
oaly Vigil-Tuesday, December 31, 5:30 p.m.
Mew Year's Day-Tanpary |
5049 Bell Shoals Road 630 & 1130 0n:
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PEAR SANTA. ..

By the First Graders of Alafia Elementary School

[ hope oll of vou gise aer exsited for cremast! 1'm happy
hear i seoel. [ ben custanden in scool. [ wan'ca pear of
roler blades. Hoha hol ! meary cresmas. allof you gisc aer
tha best wrkers. - From T, 1. M,

How ase your rane deers like Donre and Kopite and BHisi
and Dashr and Dansre and Pranss and Yiksinand Komit
ang Rowdoll and Mrs, Clas and the Elvis and you Santa
Clos. T bop you hav.a good Cris Muss, - vour best belevre
frend Amy, | wod lik a purlp tex buneye dodl.

I hope you have a goaod chrep (riph. Can o gel my mom
areg (ringrand [ ave been grat! how do you fel? my name
is Drucstim, Can you gt my dad sum shos, Well you getmy
SEsira Wy,

[ e oo il have @ grane Crossmes this yeire: Eodoll s
your nosestill brihglasbrihgican bedosithelpSania? dos
your EIfs make the 1ovs for the lile chilldm? - Love
Muaggic

Breeng my Dl sum undwer, and Breeng me o Baby Dol
Wih a kaib. - Loved lichssa

All T woie for Crsemis 15 my wio e wethe and a
Mintacndio 63 and a pool table. - Love Danelle B,

[ wood like & trapolen., | wood like a skatehod, and noc
roberbads, - Love, Alex

Please get me four kitng and shoppin fun barbic and Kelly
Mibbles the wocing hourse, - from Amanda

1 wod a basket boll hop and a boll to, - Love, Austin

| wat a brown ber. - Jon Jon

Lwant a line trapolene. - Love, Lindsey

Areyon beeing my Fachirite ranine deer well you breing me
piuthoman and well vou breing me macads moske. - Love,
Chid

Christmas is comeing. Are you haveing fun makeing all
those toys. haw do you go in my house [ do not have a
chimney, why ane you fal. Love, Kirsten

118k you and [ kove you ok lets get down to bisns D want &
wach. - Love, Anthony

Hiow can your reindeer fly. How can you go so fast before
i1's ime 1o wake up. [ wont clothes. Are you magic. - love
Azhley

I want a dog. I want a Faf cal. - Love Zachary

P e vou down santa | want sakboard and 1 want a car.
Huppy Holidays. - Love Joel

I tink yoo are neét. I want o barbie, You Ay with reindeer

I'no. = Love Hannah

[ want @ mrboman and [ want christmas every day. - Love
Jeffney

I woht a puppy for chirstmas - Love Douglas

I blevin you bekus mi Dad sed yoo are real to miy hol
famule, - Love Kathryn

Pleese give me a pretend horse. plees et me sce you for
real. how do you go all over the worold in one nite. - Love
Tars

Last yir 1 of your radse (reindesr) most have ben sic. mi
kosin sed you or not komig dis yeer. Buat | pow you are
kumig. - Love, Bethany

Al T want for Christmas is a cat. - Love Zeing

Dos Mrs. Santa Clags no know iosow, T dot but my
Geamom nos how 10 sow. For Christmas Twantl Wander
Wierda. - Love Kandage

I'm exited that Christmas i coming, I have a chess
Eourmiment this menth i and | wankio ask younow how do
the reindéers fy? How do you fly house o howse withoud
any enie sceing yoo! do you buy the toys arc do the clves
make them? do any 'raindeers get sik? - Love, Patrick

Frebey wont a puppec but I ngmy Mom wotleime iveane,
So I wont a Dinogawers VM) pusal picoos, - Lowe, Knsten

[ wania spac jam book and magic setbook. Shop fun Barbe
and Kellie - Love, Kelsey

['wot & dolle and a play catand a play bear and rabit - lovi
Jessica

1 wanita spac jam kand hole pame and i gaskloped hall hoogp
i and one more thing a mage set - Love, Kertds

Dear Saynie Mickuliz plese givime 10 presens. - Love Hins
| wood ke it if you brote sem toys Tor the chicin and thar
parens oo dote ave nuthing betus T wood wol thim to
have a homs, - Love Emily = 1 Love you!

Gas walmy Dadwas i Santain thempll - Loy a gral named
Angeling

1 weind like you to take sum food tothe poorand §wd Like
sum theegs for my self like Sumath land a gobd fish - Love,
Samh -

Plees ma | have s monstrehnus for Christmas - Love Joey

1 wot for christnis some G.l. joe - Love, Kurt

For Christmas | wood like o get a my size pinscs brbee. -
Love Amanda

I wani g moduocycl that gos in the drt. - Love, Andrew

I'wid like a umot chrol car. Also a new baby doll. Alsoa
Brheoy. - Love, Jenna

This is my List for peopol thal 3o not ki esome neel v
Cash 1008, spx cards, & 3d pucesl - Love, Evan

Special thanks o Mrs. Waller. Mrs. Maggio, Mrs.
foadwick, Mrs. Stanaland, Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Burton,

»

Sporting Goods

Serving Brandon & Tampa - 10 Years
Family Owned & Operated
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$3 OFF Reg, Price
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One Stop Shopping For The Whole Family
Hours: M-F 10-8¢Sat 9-6 Sun 12:30-6

821 W. Bloommgdale Avenue * 654-7411

S '-...EIJ. P s ol !

New Super Store!!

"Where The Serious Athlete Shops"

Monogramming
Sewing -Lettering

«Shoes =Athletic Equipment m mﬂm

Sl dnsd
Sporting

Also Carrying
Full Line Of
Starter,
Champion
Clothing,
Headwear,
Shirts & Jerseys

Crangl s

Ly

and Mrs. Ford.
You've gotta :’Vé

see this place!!! S
N

Brandon’s

Many
In=-Store
Specials:

Baby's Clothing
Full Line [‘hﬂr.c Dealer
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Around Bloomingdale ——

Fditor's Mote: Shannan Powel’s col-
gmn will return in the next ssue for
reasons revealed balow,

Powells® New Arrival

Chandier Powell, 3 weeks, with big
brother Cameron.

Chris and Shannan Powell of
Bloomingdale West welcomed home the
newest addition o their family, Chandler

daon Regional Hospital.

Baby Chandler, weighed in at ¥
Ibs, 5 oz, and was 21.25 inches long.
Big brother Cameron, @ first gracder &1
Lithia Springs Elementary, i eaciied
1o have o e baby inthe howss and has
Been very helpiul, says 5hannan

Chandler’s matemal grandparents
are John and Patty DiCenao of Orange
City, Florda. Hiz paternal grandparnents
are Pat Gibson of Orlando and Tom
Powell of Windermere.

BLFA Officers Chosen

“The Brandon League of Fine Arns’
19497 olficers are Anne DrewTy, presa-
dent: Doreen Myers, first vice-presi-
dent; Cheryl Jorgenson, second veice-
president; Suzzanne Sargent, secretary;
and Bob McAnespic, Lreasurer,

AtheMovember mecting, the board
voled to replace the Spring Antfest with
an all-fina art show which will be called
the Brandon Spring Festival of fine
Art. The pwo-day show will be held
April 12 and 13. The Fall Anfest will
alen becoma g two-day show Ocl. 11
and 12, but will remain the same as
Artfests of the past.

The Christmas gencral mecting
will be held Dec, 16 at T:30 ad Center

1996-97
Public School Calendar

Dec. 23 = Jan. 3 -Winter Holidays
Jan, 6 Reportio School

Jan. 16 End 2nd grading period

Jan, 17 Planning Day - Students ofT

Jun. 20 Dr. MLK Day - Holiday

Jan. 29 Hall-Diay

Jan. 31 Report Cards - Elementary

Feb. 6  Report Cards - Secondary

Feh. 13 Half-Day

Feb. 14 Stodents” State Foir Day

B Fib. 1_L Flanning Day - Slugﬂlﬁ T ||
"\'1’1" ™ L
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: ““‘%‘P CK & SHIP =7 §
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Fuliy‘ Insured Stamps+Mail Service-Postal Services
(Regular Drop Off Is Free)-Faxes-Copies

X +Mail Boxes+Packing & Shipping
o 3240 Lithia Pinecrest Road il
| me— Royal Oaks Shopping Center
Authodived §E08 (Comer of Lithia & Bloomingdale)

Shipping QTN Phone: 654-0047=Fax: 654-5129

thijes ™ ew Holiday Hours: M-F 9-7, Sat. 9:30-5

______ i
209% OFF $1 OFF 20% G‘FF
Anv UPS Any Fax Incoming, | P
Shipment | Outgoing Local & | ﬂﬂkl_ﬂg
excluding rext day leter | Long Distance | pliE‘E
Lwsit 1 ooy sonsmcerrs B wal . wils Himiz | pon cemorrerel vabudl @b aber L-tlr—u-mﬂ-mqﬁnﬂn
iy i L e UL B0 i oiierefap b1-3-38 i iiflerwliap, 11-046

Joseph, bormn Nov. 14 at Columbia Bran- Flace.

: Wanted: :||A A o O
. . | [ Exqmalte Creative ;p
. The = IE Picture Framing

= Bloomingdale « at prices

E Gazette : You can Afford

E is looking +

+ for Delivery

. Kids .

» to distribute »

. the :

* paper.

': Call E

: Ms.Halaufia -

s

661-6707. ‘

Why do smart kids fail?

Your child may be smarter than his or her grades show,
Char eemified ieachers help children of all ages overcoms
frustration and failure, and realize their potenisal,

" A few hours a week can help your child improve weak

stwdy skills and gain the Educational Edge.
: i Chur (esting pinpoints problems and we

: tutor in reading. phonics, study skills, math

h— and SAT/ACT prep to help students in all
Frustration with School | grades do better in schoal

= Call us and ket us help your child

break the Failure chain,
HUNTINGTON
LEARNING

Basic Skills |

m

681-1500

Brandon
hicedlh 819 E. Brandon Blvd.,(5. R. 60)

So You Can Get Wet . . .
Without Getting Soaked!

Our Friendly Services Include:

= Water Heaters-Installation & Repair
= Sink & Faucet Replacements

» Emergency Drain Cleaning

* Re-piping & Leak Repair

+ Leak Detection

» Water & Iron Filters

Professional
Help For Every
Plumbing Need

Representing the Indusiry’s Finest
names in Plumbing Products

NORTH
STAR

WATER CONDITIONING

1 TOP REASONS
TOBUY A

WATER SOFTENER

1. 24-wolt operniion for safety and ease of instaliation
2. Nalve has fewer moving parts
1. 'Meter-controlled regeneration saves sali and waler
4, Capacitor keeps funclions mtect in case of poaer
dii srupticn

-—grecharges sclf when power is restared
5, Permanend proghim memory
6. Simple o usc
7. Insta-brine feed helps control salt bridging snd
lmk swealing
B. High values at lower costs
4. Extra capacity regencration
10, Sold ard serviced by poople you know

$50 TRADE-IN FOR YOUR OLD WATER SOFTENER,
WORKING OR NOT

"We make good water taste better"

671-5831
685-0411

Lisesived, Ponded & Insursd
Lme Ceri. #CRCONTIAR

 Emergency Service

= Radio Dispatched

« Free Estimates

» All Phases Residential
& Commercial




Lithia 2
Lynx s 25

By Ron Pogorzelski

Because Lithia
Springs: Blemenliry =
designated as an ' Cher-
crowded Schoal'™, it hus
begun  community
mectings seeking Rec-
ommendations for sub-
mission  te  the
Hillsborough County
Schoal Board.

It is the only el-
| cmentary school inthe
Bloomingdale-Valrico
district o excesd 1205
of capacity. Planned for

TESErOOMS,
The school draws studénts from X3 posial zones,
inchuding bosed students from the inner city, an area north

i m I d hEﬂ t aof Bloomingdale to Durant between Penrson and Ranch,
g Gantnr n num TRTE i and &n area south of Bloomifgdale between Bell Shoals

Insitrance » MINtary Insifance « Mas‘grcard and John Moore Boad,
= ik By classroom size, the kinderganien has five eachers

e S o
o

e,
e
-

i

“Brooke Bennett is not one of our staff, she is our patient

Neal A. Stubbs, D.D.S., P.A.
929 Qakfield Dr. « Brandon = 683-3511

averaging 26,7 students cach:; first prade has seven ieachers
wilh an average of 24.7 pupts; sccond grade has seven
teachers witha 25, 1 swdent average; third grade has seven
ieachers with amaverage of 29. Ustudenis; founth grade 28.5
stdents fior six weachers; filbh grade, 3273 suidenis forcach
ofitssix teachers, Thereare 42 chikiren in the FEP program
with two teachers and seven teachers hove 75 students (odal

i e full e excep-
ponal educotEon pro
Erame.

The butlding of
homes in Lithia®s anea
continues i grove andd
agoraviates an aleesdy
crovwded situntion for
lunches {since Ihere is
only so much lunch-
oA SPECE, Stusbenis
now start earlier and
end later), the media
center and parking.

The schal is solicit=
g suggestons from
thecommunity on how

831 students, itcurrently  The Camera Club of Lithia Springs Elementary hosted two i1 can beuter handle
has 1162 children. 1t conservation workers of Busch Gardens for a “shoot” of overcrowding. The
uses 14 portables, five some exotic animals. John Whitlock and Michell Collins recommendation thas
of which do not have show off a python to the awe and delight of club members. receives & consensus

recommendation will
be presented o the Superiniendent and the Schonl Board
for their consideration,

[Fyou have sdeas on this subject, send them in writng
to Principal Constance 5. Gilbert, Lithia Springs Elemen-
tary School, 4333 Lithia Pinccrest Road. Valrico, F.
33504,

Gator

Tales
PTA Wins State Award

By Phyllis Berkacher

For the third consecutive year, Alafia's FTA received
thi Local Unit Achievement Award from the Florida Staie
FTA.

“This: award recognizes whot the PTA has dope
throughout the vear and is one of the most prestigous
gwards a PTA can receive,” said Michelle Colesant,
Alafia FTA president.

The competition’ was within the 167 “schools in
Hillsborough County.

“We'ra one of only-a few schools to recoive this
award,” sald Suzy Wicsenhan, past president, "IL' 5 quite an
achicvement,”

See GATORS, page 11

I deeply appreciate the
three gratifying victories this
year, and the trust you have
placed in me. The voters in
state senate District 23 have
been very helpful in
confirming my conservative
vision of state government. I
sincerely thank you.

e

PD.POLADY, REPUELICAN Paid for by the Tom Lee campaign

FOR STATE SENATE DISTRICT 23 REP.
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Kids Kalendar

Children’s Theater

A musical production of “Jack and The Beanstalk™
will be presenied at Center Place on January 2321 9:30a.m,
and January 24 and 31 at 7 pom. The play is recommended
for ages 3 and older and tickets are 52,50 per person, They
migst be purchased in advance,

What a great siocking siafler wdea.

MOSI Camps

Kids out of school and bored? Hord (0 imagine at
Christmas, but the Museum of Science and Industry haz a
solution. Aneight-day science camp or computer camp has
a different theme every day except Christmas and New
Yiears days.

The Science Camp begins Dec, 23 with themes ke
Create Wrapping Paper, Holiday Treats, Kicchen Chemistry.
Outdoar Adventere, Whales, Meel the Animals, Science
hagic and MOSI s Kitchen,

Computer Camp also begins Dec. 23 with programs
on Holiday greeting cards, Holiday omaments, Holuday
animation with 3-D Movie Maker, Dangerous Creadunss,
Kid Pix Gruphics, Magic School Bus and Explonng
camputer Resouroes,

Thecamps are for grades K- 5 at alternate times so kids
can take advantage of both camps. Kids K-2 atend science

camp from 9 g.m. until noon and computercamp from 1 e
4 p.m. Kids in 3rd through Sth follow the opposite sched-
tle,

Costs vary based on MOSTmembership or nonmembers
and whether kids attend one day, a kalf-day all week, or full
days.

For information, call 987-6000,

Cool Crafts

Kids 8-12 can make some fun crafls Dec. 17 ot the
Brandon Regional Library. The session which includes a
siory and a-crafl project, begins at 3:30, Pre-registrahion i
requLred n person,

For information, call the kibrary ag 7423630

Baton Lessons

Bawon classes are held every Thursday in the mult-
paurpose room at Alaf Elementary School

Beginner classes are 6t 3 p.m. and 3:43. Imermediates
are g0 g1 345, A class for four and five-year olds is at
430, while lessons for older stodents begin st 5:30.

Exch level of siudents i 1aoght one baton, two baton,
dance twirl and marchang.

For information and registration, call Peggy Capps ait
634 1004 Please donot phone the school forinformatiod,

SPORTS MEDICINE
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY

BRANDON
ORTHOPEDIC
ASSOCIATES

Laser = Arthroscopic Surgery
Hip & Enee Joint Replacements
tnee = Hand = Fool = Back Surgery
Mini-Incision Carpal Tunnel Release
Sports Medicing

John D. Okun, M.D.
Homrd Cerisfied

Robert J. Maddalon, M.D, M.5.
Roard Cenified

Lance T. Sisca, M.D.
Baoard Certalied

684-3707

Hours By Appointment
T21 Roberson Sirect
Brandon, FL 33511

Bruin
Beat

Hanor roll studems for the Tirst
grading peniod arBums Middle School
are as follows:

Scventh grade - Kelly Allen,
Pamela Aluoilo, Jennifer
Angelosante, Erica Baker, REoger
Barker, Briam Batson, Sarah
Bergeron, Jonathan Bowser, Jes-
sica Brandes, Jennifer Clark; Kerrie
Cleveland, Amanda Cooley, Lisa
Dangelo, Erin Davis, Christina
Doherty, Jill Doemig, Lauren
Edmonds, Lauren Edwards, Eric
Feldman, Tina Gabsi, Melissa
Haines, Marsa Hampers, Crawford
Hampson, Nicole Jarrett, Courtney

Johnsom, Carolyn Kensel, Melanie
L.aing, Rvan Lybbert, Ryan Mabry,
Lauren McC lain, Daniel Medina,
Christopher Oszust, Jelfrey
Oitaway, Peter Pasek, Benjamin
Pope, Amber Smith, Valerie Tay-
lor, Harmonie Thornton, Alicia
Traurig, Destini Wakefield,
Catherine Wangerien, Kurin
Weaver, Jennifer Yacub, and Jacob
Turasky.

Eighth grade - Christopher
Bancrofi, Ashley Breland, Krista
Cole, Christine Cook, Shannon
Dunbar, Abigail Gates, Michuel
Gorham, Amanda Griffiths;
Tiffany Jacksen, Tracy Johnson,
Laura Kochansky, William
Lobman, Tring Melchert, Christo-
pher Mestre, Courtney Nichols,
ErinMikitas, Ryan Palmer, Melisa
Thumberg, Monics Wilson and
Heather Winger.

(- YOU'RE IN GOOD HANDS WITH i

Alistate

We Sell Homeowners and
Automobile Insurance,
Regardless of Driving Record
or Prior Claims.

DON BUA STEVE BRIGGS

681-5303 611 E. Bloomingdale Ave, 08 1-5303
(Mean o Bloomingdals Square)
- Allsiase Tnsurance Co. and Allstate Lils Insurancs J

Ed Rakal, DD

654-3399
GENTLE DENTAL CARE

* WEDDINGS * BIRTHDAYS x BANQUETS

* CORPORATE FUNCTIONS x ANNIVERSARIES

AGOLF AND TENNIS OUTINGS

= RIVER HILLS

COSATTY

Call 653-1554 , Ext. 39 For
Reservations and Information

= I
lNEW PATIENTS 'l'.:ZII'~iI!..."'-"i

| Introductory Offer|
' DENTAL 'I
| EXAMINATION

‘40
(Reg. $101.)

I
|
I
{or $25 credit per family member I
if these services are covered by |
insurance. ) I
Includes: |
~Comprehensive Oral |
Exam (00110}
4 Bite-Wing X-Rays 1
(00272) |
«Cleaning (G01110) I
+Consultation With 1
Doctor (9920) |

This office meets or exceads all government reguired stindards for sierilization.

D e == i

3646 Lithia Pinecrest Road, Valrico

Th pticrs aridd any other paron o ble fop feyment hay thi tight to refiose (o pay, cancel paymest of
be eimbanied fos ol for any olker service, examinatbon of Isestmerd which iy perfeenied 43 2 ol
i el wighin T2 houn of rependieg i the advennemen fer ke free, divcounticd fes of reduced fez

porvicr, Bilusnnilion or Woalmenl. =feeed miie be etz emined by dosaor
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Sports Salyte

Bulls Honored

several members of the Bloomingdale Bulls' foothall
team: wore named o the All-Western Conference teams:
Justin Wilson is the countys leading purnter and was the
omly Bull named to the WC 15t Team. Second

team selections were ght end Levi Knox and offensive
guard Jeff Hill. Lineman Ben Mussano and and line-
backer Nathan Lovelace made 2nd team defense.

= T =7 )
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MacDunaI
Plumbing

Hepipe

* QQEE‘!E."

We Specialize in
Hot & Cold Repipe

Guaranieed 1o beal any licensed plumber

Top Quality Work
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For Al Your Flumbling Meeds Catl:

681-2626

Licenzad-BandadsInsured
Lic. #GFG 0516843

$100 OFF

Towards Any Repipe

Honorable mention wenl 1o Walter Carter, Grani
Bougere, Jason YanHeule, Dino Bowen and Torre
Warren,

These players and others were honored at the Bulis
anmual football banquet Dec. 9, ar which two special
awards were given, Levi Knox and Jeff Hill earned the
school's Black Helmet Award as the individuals who
epitomized the “complete player.”

Bulls’ Boosters Host Tourney

Bloomingdate Baschall

The Bloomingdale Booster Club and boys basehall
tesum will sponsora scramble goll towrnament st Buckhom
Springs Golf and Country Club on Dec, 73, The 545 fee
includes a dinner buffet, two free beverages and doar
prizes. Sign-in isal 11:30 am, with a 12:30 p.m. sholgun
Sart,

Proceeds will benefit the Bloomingdale High hasehall
e, For informitson, coniact Randy Tanerat 6534199,
Garry Hancock it 685-5426, or Jack Huff at 661-8632.

Lightning Buses

Beat the traffic to and from hockey games.
Bloomingidale residents cain hopa HAR Tline Bus o Tampa
Bay Lightning games a1 the Iee Palace fora 83 round- -trip
fare. Locally, buses pickup and drop off a1 SL Andrews
United Methodist Churchat 6: 10 p.m. game nights. Buses
depart 30 minutes after the game’s conclusion,

For information, call 2544275,

Umpires Meeded

The West Coast Umipires Association is looking for
new and experianced wmpkres (o work for pay for basehall
and softhall at the youath, high school and junicr college
levels,

Tramning will be provided by professional umpires.

Umpires who want o work high school games mst be
regisiered with the Florida High School Activities Asso-
ciatson by Jan. 2. West Coast Umpires provide that regis-
irabon,

For infpemation, call Eric Arens ot 684653,

e

-

Bulls

Athletic Calendar
BASKETBALL

Degc 14 at Hillsboroogh (B)
Dec. 14 Brandon (G)

Dec. 16 Gaither (G}
Dieg, 19 at King (G only)
Jan, & Brandon (B)
Jan, 7 at Plant City (G)
Jan. 9 at Gaither (B)

Jan, 10 Chambertain (G)
Jan, 11 King (B)

Junitr Varsity 6:30

Varsity 8 p.m.

Saturday games | p.m.

SOCCER

Diec, 20-23 Diadora Tournament

VYarious sifes

Jan. 7 at Leto
Jan. 10 Craither

Girls 5:30; Boys 7:30 (M-Th)

Crirls 6:20; Boys 8:30 (Fri)
Single games begin at 7 pom.
WRESTLING

1 1t Brandon
Jam. B (iaither
Jan 11 at Chambertain
Matches begin ar 7215
Saturdays at I p.m.

!

MAIN OFFICE - For Information - 654-2323

APOLLEY BEACH - 220 APOLLO BEAGH BLVD,,._

BRAMDON - QAK PARK PLATA - T17W. LUMSDEN AD,

HOATH BRANDON - KINGSWAY PLAZA - 1213 KINGSWAY AVE
|SEFFMER. - NORTH GROVE PLAZA - 1515 Pamons Ave, S

BLOOMINGDALE - ROYAL DAKS SHOPPING {.‘.TFl LFI'HIA F'IHE::F!ES.T Fltl
BLOOMINGDALE - 3513 BELL SHOMLS RD.LAST 5. OF BLOCMGDALE A¥EL...

BRAMDON - PLIELECELDGS SHP 50 CHTR - 813 W, BHAH-'DG‘H BL'l"I'_'l

VALRICO - VALAICO SOUARE - 1688 E BRANDON BLVD. ...,

= Oil & Acrylic Sets
* Pastel & WatercolorSets  « Gift Centificates

THE AR PLACE

Holiday Gift Ideas
from
THE AR] PLACE

» Art Classes

= Paint by Numbers Sets  « 20% Off Custom &
* Children Drawing Sets Ready-Made Framing
=Artist Materials, Easels {exp. 12-31-96)

234 Oakfield Drive
(Corner of Moon & Qakficld)

689-2892

A

Fafling |
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SHIHTE LAUNDEHE

VALID ON INCOMING SRDERS SHLY, LIMIT 1
SLOUSES, POLD & BOXED SHIATS f.ﬁl:rH.b.

Vadic only wilh soupen
Plot valid with othar coupons o an saka lems |

r__
II'r-

Each
35 mininuen dey claandog orger, . _ COUPONEXPIRES 1047
|:,'-'____.-_-_'_ ______ 1
Pﬁ%wm ANY DRY CLEAMING ORDER I
= OF $25 OR MORE
| $ 0 ON INCOMING ORDERS ONLY |
Walkd oy with coupon
I Pot valkd with othear oo o an sk iems. I
OFF COUPON EXPIRESS.10.67 3
_"H___-'.------uhud1
OF 515 OR MORE
$ ON INCOMING ORDERS OMLY |
Wizl th Salsssn.
Bt valid with ather coupons of on sale mers, |
OFF COUPON EXPIRES 1-10-67 3
g u—ﬁ: == =TT ==y
I c i
“'Emﬂﬁ'ﬂl‘ﬁh
(¥ HED‘EHEJ-:-EEAWH o ALTERATIONS
Yo mmun‘rm‘auuum
WAL OB IRCCRIR CRDERE BRLY |:I VALID Olf MOOUNLORDERS ORY. |
Mﬁcl-ql'lv?:qdlq.- m*m thh-h ﬁ'ﬂ-'-:.lﬁlln.'r-
EXPIRES 10087 "_ ﬂ-ﬂuﬁnHE:ﬁHEm 087

Brandon Academy
PRIVATE SCHOOL

FULLY ACCREDITED BY
THE FLORIDA COUNCIL OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
AND
FLORIDA KINDERGARTEN COUNGIL

Academic Excellence For Over 25 Years

» Kindergarten Throu gh Eighth Grade
= Small Classroom Environment

= Extra Curnicular Activities

= Before and After School Care

Now accepting applications for waing for Jan. 18. and Feb, 22,

801 Limona Road - HI‘:II'I{IGT] FL 33510

689-195

Teresa (Terry) Cu rr;,r-:‘ulmm 1strator

The Aradamy does ol ditezrinus on i basih of nice_ oolir, atiical o ek oripn
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Tax Topics

‘96 Budget Act Alters IRS

By Robert Morris, CPA

Even though the IRS has stated it would reduce tax-
payer services to cot costs (which is evident they have), the
Budget Actof 1996 requires the Taxpayer Service Division
in 15954 to mantain the same level of siaffand services as
in 15995, Also, the act requires adding one new member
from government and three members (omm the private
sector 1o the National Commission on Bestructunng the
IRS.

Funding for the [R5 continues to decling and Congress
is considering this removal of entire projects form onder
[R5 controd. A key hoose subcommittes voted to reduce
almost 5300 million from last vear"s TRS budget and frecze
allwork aa the modemnization program. Also, this program
ity be moved w b controlled by the Defense Department
(15 this bedter?). After spending 58 billion in 8 vears on
madernization, Congress has decided the IRS lacks techni-
cal afid minagement experbse (o ondertake sn effective
propect. Congress in conyiderng stripping the TRS of some
authorty and giving the Treasury Deparment the fonction
of developing and/or prodocing tax policy,

Senator T, Stevens (Alaska) recommends Congressio
51 up an oulside agency 1o oversee the IRS, Sievens isthe
senior member of the Senate Appropriations Comemibiee
and chairs the Government Affairs Commitise 5o he may
be influeential enough o get some action,

The GAD has woed a repon siating the TRS book-
keeping procedones were so shoddy that its own financial
reports conld ot be avdited. They also seated the RS
canmdl reconcile 1ol revene, tax refunds o taxpayers, its
OWN afcoumis recévable estimates or reconcile s 53
billion in non payroll operating expenses. All of these
megative repons should continue sweeping Congressional
changes in operating the IRS and hopefully improve the
system over the nexl severnl years,

On a good note, President Climion 15 seeking o expand
the tax break on the salbe of a tixpayer residence. He wanis
the taxable pain exclosion Lo apply to any age axpayer and
also is prying o rage the exclusion from 5125000 (o
posaibly $500,000. This woald greatly reduce the require-
menl W msantin ax records on most homes as well as
redisce the tix on sélling your house,

- .J. I 1
A = |

NTRY CAT HOUSE

Wake -‘E'E A Luxury Cat Resort
-_-j.? bl 151_ Lol us pamper & casn for your
g amily's cal. Wa have everything cats

lave,

sLawge units with huge wirdows
oviriooking gardens [for izand, bind
& squirmal walching),

sAcpinriurm vigwe-3 lendd reahousns,

=Uinits with T.V's

=5oh music, dally playtime, 24 hr
afondanin.

Camg 8 our baauitihid hedal balore

msaking o cEl's care BNAnEpemans.

|15 veoatin your paace oF mind,

M-F %5 Sat. 9-3 Closed Sun,
Call or & 1our or brechune

15501 Boyette Road

813) 654-2287 (654-CATS

Real Estate Moves

Neighborhood Can Set Selling Price

By Michael Davis

Maote: This is the second in a series of
home buying tips by realtor and
Bloomingdale resident Michmel Davis,

Tip No. 1 was called Knowing why
you're selling which explained how mo-
tive fior gelling will play an imporant role
in the process including everything from
sating price 1o how much tme s spent
prepasing your home for gale.

Tip No. 2, entitled Once yoo know,
keepat toyoursall, stressed that it"s not the
buyers” night o know your reason for
sellmg.

Tip Mo, 3; Do yoar homework be-
fore setiing a price...

Setling onan offering poce shouldn 't
be done Hghily. Once you've ssl your
poce, you ' ve tobd buyers the: absolote
imaximum they have 1o pay for your omi,
The trick for the selles is o get 3 selling
price as close o the offering price as
possible; IT you start out by pricing 100
high, you might nt be taken seriously by
pospective bovers and their agenis. A
price oo lowr can resuln in selling for mosch
less than you had hoped fos,

setting your home's sale price can be
a fairly easy process. IF vou live o a
subdivision comprized of homes with
simikar or identical floor plans, builvin tee
same time period, then all yoo have io do
14 Iook at recent sales in the neizhborhaod
1o give vou a pood ball park figore.

But many peopbe live 1n older neigh-

borhoods that have changed quitea bitover
the years, Every home in your neighbor-
hood may be different in minor or substan-
tial ways, - the house next door may have
added another bedroom, for example, o
the onc across the street might have bezn
built recently to fill & vacant lo. As &
ncighborhood evolves over the years, you
may find that there aren't may homes that
arc truly comparable to your own,

if youdecide tosell your home on your
own, the most common way Lo set 3 valoe
15 1o took at homes that have sold i your
neighborhood within the past six 1o 12
months, as well as thoss now on the mar-
ket That"scertainly how prospective buyers
will mssess the worth of yoor home,

You can vsually bearn what homes
have sole for in your neghborhood by
making a quick tap (o the county récord
office; home sale information is i the
pubdic records in most communitbes.,

If this sounds hke a lot of work, you
miy decide o hire a realtor, Yoor realtor
will dovall the market research and provide
vou with comps showing wherne your home
should be priced 1o best meet your goals -
n Foest sell, maximum profit, etc.

Tip No. 4: will be shared with vou in
the next publication of Real Estate Moves.
If you would like a copy of the compleie
report, " 29 Essential Tips That Get Homes
Sold Fast (And For Top Dollar)”, please
cali £&31-1051.
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employees. If you

The Bloomingdale Gazette

is looking for part-time

enjoy

meeting people and need a

flexible schedule call 681-2051.

&

SMILE WRIGHT

i —

* o ﬂ“.' 2
osmelic and Genearal Dentistry
= Porcedain Veneers = Bleaching
+ Cosmetic Bonding » Crown & Bridge |
All performed in a sale,
comforiable, gentle setling

- ¥

BEAUTIFUL SMILES!

710 Cakiield Drive, Suile 251
Brandon, FL 33511

653-1455

Diane Wright, D.M.D,
Evening Haoars by Appoinbment

-

LIQUORS

Your FPine Wine Source

BLOOMINGDALE

PUBLIX / WALMART
PLﬂZA

Bell Shoals & Bloomingdale
661-2228

Brandon’s Finest
Wines

Single Maits
Microbrews
Cigars

Gourmet
Gift
Baskets

Low Prices Everyday!

We Match
Walgreen's Ads

ittt St et s e e e o St b Rl R R R e R e s

Mail Boxes Etc? is

The Pos

t Office

Alternative”

«COPIES
PACKAGING
MAIL SERVICES

*DOVERNIGHT
*FACKING SUPFLIES

STAMPS
*FAX
«OFFICE SUPPLIES

sy

OPEN SUNDAY! Hours: M-F B-7, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-4

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
SINCE 1987!!
Bloomingdale Square

813 E. Bloomingdale Ave.
{Wal-Mart Shopping Cir.}

- 689-4998
MAIL BOXES ETC

e

A

Big or Small, We Ship [t ALL

=3 ¢ B

B R R R

wue & Jim Hirbrdge
Crermers

We honar all
comperiter’s coupons!
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BHA Meeting

The monthly meeting of the Bloomingdale
Homeowner's Association will be Tuesday, Jan, 14, 0
1130 pom.an the Community Office, 3244 Lithia Pinccrest
R, Swite 103, in the Royal Oaks of Bloomingdale. All
dues paying members and new resglents are encournged o
attend, Goests may ask questions or rise Esues af the top
ol the mesting.

STD Meeting

The monthly meetng of the Bloomingdale Special
Taxing Districy will be Moaday, Jan. 13, pom. in the
Community Ciffice located a1 3244 Lithen Pinccrest Boad,
Sunte 103, in the Roval Oaks of Bloomingdale. A pornion
of homeowner propenty Lixes supports the STD which
maingains the common arcas of Bloomingdale. All
homeowners are welcomed to atend.

Library Class
Dy youwant toleam mors about compulérized library

services? Are you slill searching for the card catnlog? Do
you know how o place a book on hold thorugh the
computery

Angwers 10 hese and other library resoarce questions
can be found at " Tinkerng with THOR" on Dec, 19 a6 7
p.m.or Liec. 20a1 1(ka.m. at the Brandon Regional Library.

Registration is réquired, For information call 744-
56300,

Parenis Help Group

Parents Anonymous is a self-help group for parenis
who have lost, or feel they are losing control of their
children. Groups meet in Valrico on Thursdays evenings
from T oo 30 p.m. s arca churches. The meetings are free.

For information call 251 <8080,

Recycle Computers

The county has begun a program, “Computers for
Kids,” that involves collecting computers 1o place in rec-
reation centers and kater in libraries for kids 1o wse during
after schoal and summer programs.

Since the program began in Apeil, donations have
dropped off. There is no certain type of computer that the
county 18 looking for. Software and programs also are
acceptable donations,

Compueiers can be dropped off at the Parks and Rec-
reation Department’s maintenance uniton T8th St and the
Crosstown Expressway or at any of several librarics in-
cluding the Main Library downiown at 900 N. Ashley
Drive, For information call 744-5815 or 273-3652.

Bulletin Board

Lithia Springs Honored

The PTA of Lithig Springs Elementary was one of
four Hillsbarough County local inits o take g stalewide
Tonaors fromi the Florida PTA.

Lithia Springs was awarded the President's Program
Award in the elementary category for its Parents Mini-
Warkshop Conference, g Saturdiy program involving
parents; leachers, stedents and businesses. It focases on
curriculiom, peer mediation, legislaive tsspes and other
CONCErnE,

The schoal was also honored for 100 percent mem-
bership:

Calendar Benefits PTA

A joind project between the Friends of the Library
Hillsbarough County, Ing. and the Hillsborough County
Council of PTA-PTSA has resulied in a F997 calentar
showcasing education; whﬁ:h will benefi:special com-
muaity FDM

The 1997 Commemorisive Calendar Celehrting

PTA'ﬁiﬂﬂrfmﬁmbmmmeﬁngEJmmBrﬂm
Hunngrép?mm:mhb!amm & Nobles for 55.

Wammlsmmnfﬂmmmrmm
t.:ilmhrwm e h&edﬁxﬂn]n’shlpaaﬂd mini-grants.

ROBERT MORRIS
C.PA,, PA.

"Professional
Accounting &
Tax Service"

« TAX SERVICE
- BOOKKEEPING
\ - MANAGEMENT SERVICES
- ELECTRONIC FILING
DIRECTLY TO IRS
» DAY & EVENING
APPOINTMENTS

WITH OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE

3302 BELL SHOALS
681-4164

€ PLUMBING SERVICE

&

by
Sonia M. Ruiz, M.D.

Pediatrician
Fediuring the finest medical
care for!

= Infants

= Children
* Adolescents

Most health plans accepted.

684-1881

4316 Bell Shoals Road
Village Center

e 6 &6 6 €6 66 6

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME

SAVE MONEY
24 HOURS - 7 DAYS

'P'lllmhlng Co.
=ST3RVICE

“Always A Truck In Your Heluhm:mu'*
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES...

* Baiter, Clnanae, Fasior = High Prosurs
= Zawpr & Draln Clanining Servnt Jafling'
-I..ll:m!-l:rnu Ln-.:l: Delacion '-'Iujuu}fa‘;hnq
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« Lift Stations 1/2 Throwogh 25 H.P

ULTRASONIC LEAK DETECTION

Using the most advanced Ulmsonle equipment
wa locate underslab laaks with pinpoint aceuracy.

[685-3636 T8
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CURRY & Aasﬂcm:msﬁmﬂe_
A Full Service L@Eﬁl‘ﬁ .

ACCIDENTS,
DEFECTIVE
PRODUCTS, |
MALPRACTIGE

Mo charge for initial consulisiian Eiﬁ iy >.rﬁ{:&;-.-*'h;
s k“bb
La Viva Prodessicnal Center

5 =
750 W. Lumsden-Brandon Egﬁﬁm
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GATORS, from page 7

Alafia’s wining streak continued with two additional
awards: The Yolonteer Awand (or outstanding volunicer
effort and the Program Award.

The Program Award was camed for a general mem-
bership meecting on educational funding entitied "W here
does the money go™™, The program featwred & panel
prescnpion moderatcd by WELA Chonnel £75 Weas
ST BTSN,

As areminder, the Alafia FT A “holiday Shoppe" for
stadeats will be held Dee. 14, Swdents may purchase gifts
ranging form 25 cents (o 510 volunteers will be gvailable
Lo assist children with their choices,

Parents benefit oo - with an opportunity to relaz in a
soparate waiting area where refreshments will be served,
Visit the Shoppe; it provides a stress-free, sale and eco-
nomical approach o holiday gift shopping,

\Class/fedd ™

MIP (Neighborhood LESSONS:
Improvement Piano and flute lessons
Program) 17 years teaching
Yolunieers needed for experience. 515 per
BHA (Bloomingdale hexur, in my home, day
Homeowners Associa- OF EVenings. Sharon
ton) program, Call the Stout, 6B4-2027,
community office al 651-
2051 [or information. RESIDENTS WHO

ARE:
HELP WANTED: Babysitiers
D you enjoy mesting Pustin Braswell, 689-
people? Do you necd & 8555
flexible, part-time Angela Reiserand
schedule? Then call The Kimberly Reiger, 684-
Blpomingdale Gazeile at G006
6 1-205 1 and find out the Erin and Beth
degails! Schiossnagle, 6500453

Avon Represema-
JUDY CLEANS: tives:
Give yourself a break! Ruth Calandro, 685-
Let Judy cleam vour 0Z12
home, office, condo, or Mary Kay Consuli-
apartment; reasonahle ant:
rales, references avail- Barbarn Borchers,
able. Wkly/bifwkly, Call  653-25(9
anyrime 681-5609,
License M80356. Magician;

Magic by Rio
PART TIME ADVER- Parties Tor children-5-10
TISING REP: yeears of ige, Entertain-
Make your own hours! ment, magic and fun!
Mo pressure sales. Call Call 689-2087.
o 1-2051,
ART CLASSES:

LOSE WEIGHT: Drawing, colonsd pencil

or pastcl classes, ages
14 i adull. Call 655-

i Tatig |

Want 1o lose wieight?
Call mz mﬁay l{'ﬂlﬂ} G34-
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Who Is This Man, And Why Is He Smiling?

/ He's Realtor’ Michael Davis.

/ And He Enjoys Helping Bloomingdale Families
With Their Very Important Real Estate Needs.

It's a labar of love, really. How else could you describe it? Helping his friends and neighbors with one
af the most important investiments of their life is a responsibiltiy Michael Laves charizhes, He sees it
as often helping peope achieve thesr lifelong draams.

Michae! Knows How Important It 1s
Because ha's keenly aware of the importance of such a large transaction, he will do hours of
homework-to make sure he can provide you with the accuraie and up-to-the-minute infarma-
tion you nead to make a sound decision. And you can relax, knowing you have one of the
area’s top agents on the job. Michael puls years of expertise and knowtedge 1o Work om your
transaction,
Helping Buyers And Sellers
Even if you don't end up working with Michasl he would like to share his knowlecqge
of the area’s real estate market with you. If you have any guestions-about this
. dynamic market, feal fréa Lo give pichael a call and he'll be glad o answer
g‘%’ S your guestions, He also invites you to call for a free copy ol s special
S report, How To Sell Your Hame For The Highest Price Possible. V'
TR e o with valusatile infarmation 1o improve your return en
vastment when you sell your home. Essential
reading—even if you don't [ntend 1o sell right mow.

684-8881 =

Fly-s- iniims 1'“!’ Frnmils Maigers st

Call Michael Davis today for your FREE copy of How
To Sell Your Home For The Highest Price Possible.

Realty Unlimited

Fach offrn indegemdely o f.008r

B 140 E. Bloomingdale Ava. » Brandon, FL 3391

Randall Munsters Call AUGHN VAUGHN ALI
Prosident == T PRESIDENT AND
The lF.& _ﬂlﬁ_ GENERAL MANAGER
P U 1"" l" Bfﬂﬂmfngdafﬁ 550 Lithin Pinecrest Ao Thone. (BT 65400
- Earn Gazette Modidniago e s
Sfrn.-?:;“;; P2 e C t l 01‘1 Lawn & Gaden Equipmen]  Genamlms Cofmprygron.
) = E t P TooH Chpsii S Proas g Washes
. 1 rﬂ ﬂt Tie Crtbing g GhEaATrs Larddmin
115 IJp..ndlllr::wﬂTmrim Florida 135+ M Phumbing Toss Oiffice Equipmant  PIos misel peore.
Consulling, I'regramming. Nrworking, integmtian, Repais ﬂney EB1 '2051 WeE ALS0 SELL & SERVICE SHAPPER, ECHO AND BREGOS

SHAMMOMN D, BRUFFETT CHERYLE BRUFFETT
€U MARY KAY, VALRICO PACK & SHIP sue allen
Original Waterc Painti
R plaLmcn riginal Watercolor Paintings
Indepandant Skin Care Consultant TR . Instructor
4111 Qual Briar Dr. 2O &)
Valrico, FL 335584 Cing Stop Shipping Cenler
B13-653-2500 ar 3240 Lithia-Pi i 5
1.800-T55-4B50 S 103 il i Fhone [613) B54-0047 1310 Holleman Dnive Commissions Accepted
Valrco, FL 33584 Fax (B13) B64-5129 Valrico, Florida 33584 {813) 681-3589
E
— - o

Peatels
(ks peaad
Cotpred Pencil, .,
TTEHE Pontraits
by June Qros

; Richard E. Bogovin, D.C., P.A.

CHIROPRACTOR

GRACE C. LEWIS, CPA

Tax & Accounting Services

111 N, Valrico Rd., Suite G
Valrico, Florida 33554

: . : Telephone: (813) 689-6359 3905 Kristin Place (813) 681-4548
Call o pédview il'l:ld'l.rl:lih.'l Valrico, FL 33204 FAX GRA-1608
689-2087 1 BLOCK NORTH OF STATE RD. 60 ON VALRICO RD. ]
RESIDENTIAL
» &B COMMERCIAL
The Bloomingdale Gasetiz
be 1B - 2 Toun Fagden
Padnting awed Pressse Waskiny

“Ler Uz Color Your Wi dd”

681-2051

call for adveriising rates
LICENSED « BONDED = INSURED

3244 Lithia Pinecrest Road-Valrco-33594 ,A,{ ¥ T“‘i R13) 654-1313  Blg. Resident Licerea #d50
A Ll LA g —————————————




