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Children of all ages line up to visit with Santa andMrs. Claus each year at the Bloomingdale community office.

Santa Claus Is Coming To Bloomingdale

FREE VISIT, PHOTO WITH FOOD DONATION

A Gazette Report
Santa and Mis. Claus will make their 18th annual visit to
Bloomingdale this year to hear children’s wish lists and to
help collect. food donations for local charities.
All children are invited to visit with Santa on Dec:10
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Bloomingdale community
office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road, in the SunTrust Bank/Citgo

station plaza.

- In exchange for a donation of one or more nonperish-
able food items, each child can visit personally with Santa
and Mrs. Claus, and will have their photo taken for free.
Santa’s elves will serve complimentary juice and cookies.

The annual event is sponsored by The Bloorn.lngdale
Homeowners Association Inc.

For more information, call 681-2051 or e-mail bloom-
ingdale homeowners@vetizon.net. _
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Merry Christmas!
Avalar Realty of Florida Wishes Everyone a

e\ \ Very Happy and Holy Christmas Season.
e God Bless Our Community!

Bill Burns

Realtor®

Debbie Edwards Tom Jones Martha Caicedo Sue Babulski Melissa Biddle
Realtor® Realtor® Realtor® Realtor® Realtor®
Feliz Navidad

Rhonda Lewis_!

e (813)685-0111

1-866-7AVALAR
www.avalartampabay.com

1540 Bloomingdale Ave.
Valrico, FL 33594 _
Next to Bloomingdale High School

(MYRRH)
Houses Sold Houses Listed Houses Pending

Address Price | Address Price Address Price | Address Price
4005 Fontana Pl 185,000 | 4131 Quaii Briar Dr 189,900 2515 Groveway Dr 300,000 526 Sandy Creek Dr 168,000
3716 Sand Pebble Dr 189,900 | 604 Fieldstone Dr 208,000 4012 Shadowhill Ln  :305,000 3811 Hollister Pt 195,000
2513 Mendocino Wy 198,900 4105 Quail Briar Dr 212,000 3702 Murray Dale Dr 312,000 4024 Greenmark Ln 203,900
2510 Mendocino Wy 215,000 1427 Peachfield Dr 228,000 3809 Windtree Ct 314,500 504 Emberwood Dr 204,900
3919 Penrod Ln 220,000 523 Sandy Creek Dr 234,900 4810 Portobello Cr 319,000 609 Sweetleaf Dr 214,900
4204 Springway Cr 225,500 | 4033 Eastridge Dr 244,900 1233 Rainbrook Cr 319,000 1011 Elm Grove Ln 225,000
4105 Eastridge Dr 228,000 | 505 Sandy Creek Dr 244,900 1406 Clarion Dr 329,990 1101 Mallory Point Dr 239,900
505 Winnwood Dr 230,000 | 4018 Paddlewheel Dr 249,000 2112 Golf Manor Bv 339,900 3604 Greenstone Pl 249,900 -
2627 Allwood Av 249,900 2503 Mendocino Wy 250,000 2406 Groveway Dr 339,900 3616 Greenstone Pl 250,000
3723 Greenford St 255,000 3923 Casaba Lp 254,900 1234 Carrie Wood Dr 349,000 2011 River Crossing Dr 254,760
705 Herlong Ct 259,900 | 4528 PortobelloCr 259,900 2315 Eagle Bluff Dr 365,000 1215 Callista Av 255,000
3713 Orangecrest St 269,900 1521 Dumont Dr 265,000 4528 River Close Bv 374,500 1927 River Crossing Dr 258,520
4024 Paddlewheel St 269,900 | 4305 Elton PI 269,900 2015 River Crossing Dr 384,000 701 Caliente Dr 259,700
3815 Polumbo Dr 297,500 113 Bloomingfield Dr 275,000 2312 Marseille Ct 384,900 1230 Lornewood Dr 259,900
3402 Cade Lb 299900 | 4105 Eastridge Dr 275,000 3903 Buttonwood Ct 389,900 1421 Monte Lake Dr 279,900
4603 Daventry Pl 299,900 | 4307 Ellenville PI 285,000 1311 Holleman Dr 389,900 620 Shady Nook Dr 295,000
3521 Springville Dr 320,000 | 2410 Needham Dr 285,900 2236 Golf Manor Bv 399,900 4201 Havenstone Wy 309,900
3724 Hollow Wood Dr 325,000 | 3923 Applegate 288,400 4401 Merrick Run Ln 407,900 2705 Brookville Dr 313,038
2120 Golf Manor Bv 375,000 | 3912 Sweetleaf Dr 289,900 4610 River Close Bv 410,000 3916 Dunaire Dr 319,900
3933 N’orthridge Dr 385,000 | 3604 Warmspring Wy 289,900 2222 Eagle Bluff Dr 434,900 4603 Oak River Cr 319,900
2207 Eagle Bluff Dr 397,600 4519 Portobello Cr 292,500 2001 River Crossing Dr 449,000 1413 Buckner Rd 320,000
2314 Longmore Cr 409,900 1741 Shady Leaf Dr 299,900 2632 Allwood Av 324,900
3731 Cold Creek Dr 329,900
L 4501 Compass Oaks Dr 330,000
To AUl Our Loved Ones, Both Home 2321 Longmore Cr 380,000

. 4501 River Close Bivd 389,900
and Overseas: Merry Christmas 4321 Swift Cr 415,000
and A Blessed New Year! 5104 Bell Shoals Rd 865,000

\\ 5106 Bell Shoals Rd 935,000
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Liberty Waste Picks Up On Customer Service Issues

BHA WORKING
CLOSELY WITH REPS -

By LAURA FRAZIER
- Editor

There was standing room
only in close quarters at the
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association’s Nov. 7 meeting.

Most of about two dozen
residents who attended the

meeting  tugaed  out .. ia

response to announcements

that a representative of hberf,

ty Waste LLC, the company
contracted by Hillsborough
County to prov1de garbage

collection setvices to ;the
Bloomingdale area, would
attend.

Faced with i mcreasmg num-
bers of complaints about
household trash and yard
waste services in the commu-
nity, the BHAs volunteer
boatd of directors in October
sent a letter outlining the con-
cetns of the residents it repre-

~ sents to Liberty, Hillsborough

County Solid Waste Manage-
ment and the Hlllsborough
County Commission.

Mike Laverty, beerty s vice

Representatives of Liberty Waste and Hillsborough County Solid Waste \
November, address the BHA board and Bloomingdale residents’ concerns about trash and recycling services.

president of opérations, and
Jason Greer, Liberty’s commu-
nity, relations program manag-

et, attended the meeting, _along‘

with Hillsborough County
Solid Waste Management’s
customer service and support
manager, Bryant Johnson.
The homeowners in atten-
dance, and several BHA board

e

2 Convenient Locations!

CLAYTON PLAZA
Hwy. 60
& Kings Ave.

689-4240

members, addressed Laverty
and Johnson with their con-
cerns.

Among the issues discussed

at the meeting: no yard waste

collection for up to two weeks},

in a row; trash ¢ans thrown

forcefu]ly into the street result- -

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo
at a community meeting in

entering residential neighbor-
hoods before the designated 6
a.m. start time; arbitrary pick-
up ‘of- various typés and vol-

. umes of yard waste; loose

tcash and yard debuis left lying
in the road after pick-up; and

‘rude ‘ot unresponsive cus-

ing in irrepardble containers ..’

and roéfiblqck hazards; ttudss

BEST of

~ BRANDON 8
Ten Years i in &

a Row!

ALBERTSONS PLAZA

Lithia Pinecrest

& Bloomingdale
657-1600

See LIBERTY, Page 19

- Haircuts

$8 $12

Questions,
Comments
About Garbage
Collection Services?

Residents with questions

or comments about house-

- hold trash, yard waste or
recycling collection services
should call the Liberty
Waste customer
* department at 248-2820),

service

To contact the Hillsbor-
ough County Solid Waste
Management Department.,
call 272-5680.

To ~ report previously
reported, unresolved issues
— or to acknowledge
notable improvements in
service — contact Liberty’s
community relations pro-
gram manager, Jason Greer,

a -_601-_0998 or &mail

‘I‘a read a lxst of frequent-
ly asked questions about
solid waste collection serv-
ices, log on wwwbloom-

ingdalegazette.com.

E,;*

BEST CUTS « BEST PRICES

OPEN: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. * Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m, .
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New Board Games Are Unique, Fun

BUY ONLINE, SOME
- LOCAL STORES

By RYAN BRETSCH
Speciai To The Gazette

This Christmas, why not forget about
that boring tie for dad or the six-week
movie rental pass for your best friend.
We all enjoyed ripping open that shiny
red Christmas wrapping to reveal the
wonderment of the latest games and
toys underneath as kids. You can bring a
little bit of that magic back this year, and
give yourself something fun to do in the
process.

Last month we talked about the ren-
aissance of board games as a form of
entertainment to enjoy in a casual
evening with friends. This month, I'll
introduce you to some great games to
play, just in time for the gift-giving sea-
son.

You can find the following games,
and others like them, online and at a
handful of local retailers. Two promi-

nent Web retailers are
www.gamefest.com and www.funa-
gain.com

* Go To The Game store in the West-
field Citrus Park mall specializes in these
types of games. Or, if you want a great
place closer to home, try The Comics
Club in the La Viva Shopping Center at
714 W. Lumsden Road. Their board
game collection is impressive; you’re
sure to find yourself perusing the differ-
ent games and titles.

Ticket to Ridé
Published by Days of Wonder

Ticket to Ride is a beautiful game
about trains, tracks and route planning
from one US. railway destination to
another. Omaha to Los Angeles? New

=

An Exciting Game of Deal Making;

Photo courtesy of Ryan Bretsch

Players compete to make the most money in I'm the Boss, a game involving business wheeling and dealing, lining up investors and negotiating.

York to Miami? No problem. This
game is light, yet surptisingly immersive.
A big plus is that it can be explained very
quickly and is easy to walk through a
quick “dry run” before playing com-
mences. Players make placements of
trains in order to fulfill tickets. But
watch out! Limited room exists, so you
may have to claim track before another
player grabs it. Effective strategies are
quickly evident to even the most novice
of players, and there are multiple paths
to victory. Ticket to Ride is well bal-
anced, and there is continuous tension
involved in the choices throughout the
game. Everyone remains involved in
the game continuously because the
actions of other players will always
affect decision making on your turn.’

Ticket to Ride is probably the best game
out on the market right now to show
people that there is much more to board
games than Monopoly — without tak-
ing the entire night to prove it. It keeps
everyone playing for the win until the
very end and is sute to be a well-traveled
companion that comes out of your clos-
et to play time and again.

I'm the Boss
Published by Face to Face Games

I'm the Boss is a crazy game about
business deals, lining up investors and
negotating to make even more business
deals, all with the express purpose of
trying to make the most money. The
game runs and plays very smoothly, but

is pure chaos in its most delightful form.
Like Ticket to Ride, there is obvious ten-
sion involved in the choices, but this
time the decision making is fast and
futious, leaving scarcely the opportunity
to catch your breath. Deals rise and col-
lapse in a matter of moments. And
everyone is involved in the game, on/ 3
every turn. Play time runs approximate-
ly two hours, but the game is so frantic
that the time literally flies by. Free-
wheeling dealing, constant jabbering
and frantic negotiation is the best way
to describe your dealings with your fel-
low business underlings in this game.
P'm the Boss is a game where it always
your turn, and it’s every person for

See GAME, Page 17

Your Inside Connections

o

THE BLOOMINGDALE

The Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association Inc.

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
Phone: 681-2051 Fax: 684-2358

E-mail: Blooningdale Homeowners@V erizon.net
Web Site: www.bloomingdalegazette.com

BHA meetings are at the community office on the

first Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President: Ted Grable Vice President: Joe Hickle
Treasurer: Pam Liguori  Director: Myron Magedanz
Director: Lydia Hartod ~ Director: Steve Heckel
Director: Dale Kahn Director: Ken Pyse
Director: Tim Shuman
Bloomingdale Special Taxing District
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
Phone: 684-6667
BSTD meetings are held at the community office
on the second Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President: Thom Snelling

Vice President: Russell Jones
Treasurer: David West © -
Correspondence Secretary: Paul Sims
Recording Secretary: Michael Buday
Trustee: David Steck

/

Trustee: Joe Harless
Property Manager: Al Devney

Bloomingdale Community
Security Program

The Bloomingdale Community Secutity Program
committee meets the third Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m..

Coordinator/Equipment Manager:
Tony Diolosa, 681-1146
Treasurer: Paul Kelmer

Patrol Member: Jm
Steven Heckel Wirelass proviter for Blaominedalc Mubile Watch
Patrol Member:
Brad Scharp
Patrol Member: Paul Wary
Bloomingdale Oaks
Special Taxing District

P.O. Box 3132, Brandon, FL 33509-3132
Phone: 685-2817

BOSTD meetings ate held at 3419 Cade Lane on
the second Monday of éach month at 7:30 p.m.
President: Bill Grace

Treasurer: Fred Englehart

GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, F1. 33594
(813) 681-2051
Fax: (813) 684-2358

E-Mail: info@bloomingdalegazette.com F

Executive Director — Joe Liguori
Editor — Laura Frazier
Correspondent — Mack Austin
Correspondent — Ieslie White
Restaurant Critic — Elton Dumont

Published by Sunbelt Newspapers
505 W. Robertson, Brandon, FL 33511
Phone: (813) 657-4500

The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along
with The Tampa Tribune on the first Saturday of each month.

Publisher — Carla Floyd
Advertising Manager — Tami Donaldson
Phone: 627-1322; E-mail: tdonaldson@tampatrib.com
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BLOOMINGDALETLE

Community

Office Has

New Office
Hours

Eftective Dec. 5, 2005,
the Bloomingdale Commu-
nity Office will be open
Monday through Tharsday
from 11 am. to 3 p.m. The
office is at 3509 Bell Shoals
Road in the SunTrust Bank
plaza. For more informa-
tion, call 681-2051 or e-mail
bloomingdale. homeown-
ers(@verizon.net,

Last Chance To
Claim Found Items

The following items, as pre-
viously advertised in the
Gazette and on www.bloom-
ingdalegazette.com,
found in Bloomingdale this

were

year. The items will be held at -

the community office until
Dec. 31, 2005. Please call 681-
2051 ot e-mail
bloomingdale.homeown-
ers@verizon.net to claim the
items:

Keys found on Culbreath Road

€D case found near The Cove entryway
Baby blanket

COMMENTARY

mnsadtavepaisionalng
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“Tis The Season To lee, And lee Some More

MANY CHOICES FOR
CONTRIBUTIONS

ByIRENE BUGGY
Correspondent

The holidays fast
approaching, and it has been a
whirlwind of a year. A heart-
breaking number of natural
disasters began the day after
Christmas last year with the
tsunami in Southeast Asia, right
through to hurricane Katrina in
the southern US. this summer.
We have been asked to give to
charities almost throughout
this entire year, and as 2005
comes to a close, we are asked
again to open our checkbooks
or credit cards to give some
more,

are

‘This Chtistmas we need to
look back as well as look ahead
and decide who to write those
“end of year” charitable dona-
tion checks to.

We are all a little hard pressed
around this time of year. Our
lives get very hectic as we try to
balance family and wotk with
holiday shopping and festivi-
ties. I am reminded of a saying
that rings in my ears each holi-

=
|

IRENE BUGGY/Photo

The Goodwill industries drop-off for used, resalable items, in the parking lot of Bloomingdale Square, is one of
many convenient ways Bloomingdale residents can contribute to charitable causes throughout the year.

day season. It goes something
like this, “To whom much has
been given, much is required.”
This saying always humbles me
when I hear it.

Most of us do not live in

mansions or make millions of
dollats, but we all work hard to
support ourselves and loved
-ones. As we try to make this the
very best holiday for our fami-
lies and friends, let us not for-

get those who are less fortu-
nate. That list seems to be
growing longer, and Santa may
need a little extra help than
usual this year.

See GIVE, Page 18
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Bloomingdale
Homeowners
Association Inc.
~ REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS

A Gazette Report

All regular BHA meetings, open to the public, are
held at the Bloomingdale Community Office on the
first Monday of cach month, unless otherwise
noted. Meetings begin at 7 p.m. The community
office is at 3509 Bell Shoals Road in the plaza behind
SunTrust Bank. For more information, call 681-
2051 or e-mail bloomingdale.homeowners@veri-
zon.net. To register for free BHA News Alerts by e-
mail, including special meetings and schedule
changes, visit www.bloomingdalegazette.com.

Dec. 5,2005

Jan. 5,2006 (Due to New Year's Holiday)
Feb. 6, 2006

March 6, 2006

April3, 2006

May 1,2006

June 5, 2006

July 6, 2006 (Due to Fourth of july)

Aug. 7, 2006

Sept. 7, 2006 (Due to Labor Day)
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Faithbooking Preserves Memories,
Connects Generations

FREE CLASSES AT BELL
SHOALS BAPTIST CHURCH

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

For Liz Fox, scrapbooking is more than a hobby,
it’s her testimony. - ;

Fox, a Bloomingdale West resident, started scrap-
booking in 2001. It was about that same time that
she broke her hip.

“It was through that experience that I found out
God had a purpose for my life, and it was not what I
thought it was going to be.”

Fox has since started what she calls a “Faithbook- ~
ing” ministry.

“I actually faith-booked before I knew there was
such a thing,” she said. :

Fox believes God uses every event in our lives and
that scrapbookers can take their hobby to a higher
level by creating a testimony of these events and use
them as a witnessing tool for everyone who sees
them.

“My kids and grandkids head for the scrapbooks
as soon as they arrive,” she said. “Throughout the
books are references to how God has blessed our
lives. It’s wonderful to see them and our friends get
exposed to God’s wondrous works, his blessings and
his comfort in times of need.”

Recognizing how these “faithbooks” encouraged
her own family, Fox decided she wanted to help

A

We have plenty of

...to make your smile bright.

—

Ways...
T

Tired of Moldy, Missing, Dirty, Cracked Grout?

B e
=40 Off ;: *10 Off ;: *10 Off

LESLIE WHITE/Photo

Bloomingdale resident Liz Fox practices what she preaches
— the joys of Faithbooking.

other women preserve family memories as well as
passing on their family values and heritage.

A member of Bell Shoals Baptist Church for 19
years, Fox approached John Martin, pastor to senior
adults, about having a presentation on scrapbooking,
The response was so good that a ministry grew out
of it. Now a cross-generational group of women
meet regulatly to put together visual family treasures.

Heike House, a Creative Memories Consultant
who lives in Bloomingdale East, is a friend of Fox’s
and is on hand at each session to give advice.

“Initially, Liz invited me to help het, as an advisot

See FAITH, Page 19

(THE STUFF BETWEEN THE TILES)

the We Cure Sick Grout!
ROUT DOCTOR,
(813) 322-0322

Licensed and Insured
LN )

| e e L b a T AT

Want the Very Best Pre-K
Program in Hillsborough County?

Whitening ¢ Crowns & Bridges ¢ Dental Implants _
Oral Sedation Available » Most Procedures Completed In Office
Insurance Filed For You ¢ Extended Payment Plans Available
Care Credit Provider « Now Accepting New Patients

Y

BRADMNT
wad D.M.D.

Practicing Fine Cosmetic

CALL TODAY

& Restorative Dentisiry - to schedule your appointment
1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE ¢« BRANDON
” www.drbrantwade.com i

662-9233

Then enroll your child in the Brandon Academy
Pre-K Program. Spanish, Physical Education, Library
Skills, Computers, Music, Art and a challenging,
developmentally appropriate academic curriculum.

Additional Pre-K class forming
~ in January 2006.
Join us for a Pre-K Open House:
Tuesday, Dec. 6 from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Please call to RSVP.

BRANDON ACADEMY Educating the Whole Child
(813) 689-1952
801 Limona Rd. Brandon, Fl. 33510
Know the Difference. ..

Brandon Academy is the only Eastern Hillsborough county sci

Iy gecredited Y

www.brandon-academy.com e
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Briarlake Drive Homeowner

Wins DVD Player Raffle
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- Homeless Veterans Need Help

MONTHLY RAFFLES
OPEN TO ALL RESIDENTS

A Gazette Report

Bloomingdale resident Mar-
garet Fussell stopped by the
Bloomingdale Homeownets
Association Inc. Nov. 7 meet-
ing to pick up the DVD player
she won simply by registering
het e-mail addtess on the com-
munity Web site, www.bloom-
ingdalegazette.com.

All Bloomingdale residents
who register on the site are eli-
gible for a free monthly raffle
sponsored by American Online
Publishers. The company is
owned by BHA Web site
designer and host, Rodney Bid-
dle. '

At the Dec. 5 BHA meeting,
American Online Publishers
will give away a Latin-themed
gift basket with food items pro-
vided by Paskert Distributing in
Brandon, and a dinner certifi-
cate for alocal Latin restaurant.

Homeowners who register
once on the site (no personal
information required) are auto-
matically entered into each raf-

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Bloomingdale resident Margaret
Fussell of Briarlake Drive with a
DVD player she won in the Novem-
ber raffle on www.blooming-
dalegazette.com.

fle thereafter. The BHA main-
tains the private e-mail data-
base to provide residents with
BHA News Alerts. All address-
es registered on the site are kept
in strict confidence and will not
be sold, shared or otherwise
disclosed.

To tegister your e-mail
address, and for raffle informa-
ton and rules, log on to

www,bloomingdalegazette.com.

DONATIONS APPRECIATED

Leasing will donate trucks to transport the

~ donations.

A Gazette Report

AMVETS Post 4, a local chapter of the
national American Veterans Association, is
accepting donations through Dec. 22 for hun-
dreds of veterans and their families displaced
by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita who relocated
to the Tampa Bay area. '

Donations ate being accepted at several
locations, including a convenient drop-off site
in Bloomingdale; the Waterhole Bar and Grill
at 3503 Bell Shoals Road, in the SunTrust Bank
plaza behind the Citgo gas station. Enterprise

THREE BEST DISPLAYS
WILL EARN PRIZES

A Gazette Report

Santa’s helpers are once again combing
Bloomingdale neighbothoods in search of the
season’s most impressive holiday lighting dis-
plays, but they need a little help this yeat.

Even for elves, it’s quite a challenge to spot
every decked-out home in this community of
close to 5,000 residences.

To call our attention to your spectacular
decorations, please e-mail or call us with your
address. Likewise, if you see a shining stand-
out in your travels throughout Bloomingdale,

Items needed include:

* Food — nonpetishable canned goods,
meats, poultry, fish, vegetables and fruits; pack-
aged dry goods, rice, pastas, breakfast cereals,
dehydrated vegetables and soups, nuts, candies,
water, drinks, and juices; turkeys or hams for
holiday meals.

» Kitchen and cooking utensils — pots, pans,
knives, forks, plates, cups and glasses.

» Bath and bedroom items — sheets, blan-

See VETERANS, Page 10

i Holiday Decorating Contest Starts Next Weekend

send us the name of the street it’s on and 2
description of the display.

Three winners, one in each category, will
receive a $50 pre-paid American Express gift
card, valid at any Westfield Brandon mall store
of restaurant that accepts AMEX, courtesy of
the Bloomingdale Homeowners Association
Inc.

The three categories are Most Elegant, Most
Charming and Most Delightfully Excessive.

All homes in the official BHA area are qual-
ified for the contest. Winners will be
announced in the January issue of the Gazette
and on www.bloomingdalegazette.com.

Send nominations to info@blooming-
dalegazette.com or call Laura, 643-2990.

Event Photography

» Holiday parties
e Family reunions
» Company picnics

E

R Bfo re

After>

& T

Photos. i

81 location, or at our studio.

» High school/College events .

Photo enhancement and restoration

Bloomingdale Photography
(813) 368-9767
www.bloomingdalephotO'graphy.comw_@J

j ...taken in the comfort of
your home, your favorite

Family, group,
or couples

Glamour Pho’tosl

CALL

NOW FOR
PHYSICALS

Rail-Road-Themed
Office and Exam Rooms
Separate Well-Visit and
Sick-Visit Entrances
Prenatal visits choose your

Pediatrician before your baby is

& e pro

=)
.aﬁi{aa‘

CHILDREN &
888 South Parsons Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511
(813) 655-0292
8am-8pm Mon-Thurs
8am-5pm Fri

www.nadalpediatrics.com

NADAL PEDIATRICS

Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P
Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P. :
Tomas de Brigard, M.D., FA.A.P.
Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P.
RosalLinda P.Tiongco, A.R.N.P.
Joyce I. Young, A.R.N.P

D e e b ot — |

ADOLESCENTS

376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 681-7101
8am-5pm Mon-Fri

481512
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BLOOMINGDALE

NEIGHBORHOOD

NEWS

Annual Star Party Set For Feb. 22- 26

GREAT TIME FOR
ASTRONOMY NERDS

By ALLISON CURRAN
Special To The Gazette

Smithsonian magazine recently pub-
lished a special anniversary issue titled
“35 Who Made a Difference.” The edi-
tion includes articles about people like
Bill Gates, the so-called king of soft-
ware; Sally Ride, the first female astro-
naut; and movie magician Steven Spiel-
berg. For me, there was one petson pro-
filed that stood out above them all: John
Dobson.

Many people have no idea whatsoev-
er about Dobson, but he is a celebrity in
the wotld of astronomy. He is best
known as the father of sidewalk astron-
omy and as the inventor of the conven-
ient Dobsonian mount. Either way, he
is an icon to the astronomical wotld.

Dobson travels around the wotld
teaching people about the sky and shar-
ing his knowledge. This past Februaty,
he visited Alafia River State Patk for the
annual Orange Blossom Special stargaz-
ing fesuva.f where he shared his knowl-
edge with other amateur astronomers. I
was even able to meet him personally
and have a picture taken with him. I was
amazed by his keen personality and live-
liness. Recently, celebrating his 90th

A O Rh R L e
3, Asresmble vhe fresh

35 o TRl i i P Y T
Axthe pod of vour

Bloomingdale resident Allison Curran poses with a picture of her astronomy hero, John Dobson.

birthday, Dobson shows no signs of
slowing down.

The St. Pete Astronomy Club hosts
the Orange Blossom Special every Feb-
ruary at Alafia River State Park. We

astronomy nerds call it a star patty. Even .

though the remarkable John Dobson
was there, it doesn’t mean that it’s a party
with a bunch of Hollywood stass. Of
course not! It 1s where members gather
their families, trailers, food, and most
impottant of all their t'dé%copes, and

v piindmuen of 3 iy sira meals from our 14 meonth v
wredienisad vour preferred Leds Bagt location.

session you will have made a monthy words of meals

iy for your freezer. Just thaw, cook and enjos?

Fishhawk Banch

“scopes ate up. Some people just cruise

Park Square
16132 Churchview D, Suite 105

Lii‘hia‘, FL. 33547
13.68%.7111

Now Taking Reservations
for December

www.letseatdinner.com

A Wadls hiws

sonian telescopes on top of a hill arid
look at every thing from the Great
Orion Nebula to Sirius, the brightest
star in the sky.

What happens duting the day you
ask? Well, that is the time when you pre-
pare for the night. Napping, relaxing,
playing video games, socializing — any-
thing. Every night there is a door prize
drawing right before it gets dark. There
were games, eyepieces, books, and even
a grand prize of one of John Dobson’s
invention, a telescope on a Dobsonian

~ mount.

I myself won a book named “Back-
yard Astronomer’s Guide,” which T later
got signed by Mr. Dobson saying, “I
don’t do-backyard astronomy. I prefer

front yard astronomy” ‘
There’s no telling what kind of fun
_ we are going to have this February. For
more information on the upcoming
Orange Blossom Special, visit

www.stpeteastronomyclub.org or call
792-0721.

Photo courtesy of the Curran Family

join the rest of the group to look at stars
until you can’t pry your eyes open any
longer. I personally suggest falling
asleep outside with a heater blowing
under your blanket.

- It all starts when the day ends. As. .
soon as the sun goés down, all tele-

Allison Curran, a Bloomingdale
resident, is an eight-grade student at
Immanuel Lutheran School in Bran-

. don. The Curran family can frequent-
around observing different things |y be found scanning the skies in
through all sorts of telescopes. The their front yard and at Bloomingdale
most popular place is the “Dob Nob,” West Park. Visit their Web site at

where members bring their huge Dob-  www. plaﬁ rran.com: /< [J

6/MO : 100%

PLAN
T e R
FREE ESTIMATES

Brandon

S25 WESTEROOE E.

www. lapabaypools.com
“Where (Juaﬁry & Price Mest”  Member, Tompa Bay Buildess Associntion, Floida Swimming Pool
45642 Association and Batter Business Bureau

402521

chsices,

MONTHLY RATES - NO CONTRACTS
Services Include

s Lawn s Tree Trimming
' Maintenance e Planting
* Mulching * Sod Laying
* Fertilizing * Weed Killing
Call Jeff for Free Estimate

Lithia Office 737-6707  Cell 503-2828

492123
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Savor the season, right in your own
backyard, protected from insects and
changes in weather. Add a custom-built
PCT?® NatureScape® Patio Room now, to
relax in comfort this season

o Meets or exceeds all current building
codes

* Tested & withstood 125mph wind loads

* All rooms meet local wind load codes for
hurricanes

- *REMODEL
+ DISASTER RECOVERY
* DESIGN/BUILD « ADDITIONS
» CUSTOM HOMES

OUR STANDARD SERVICES INCLUDE:

* Supervision over all personnel & projects
* Attention to fine finish & detailing

* Prompt response to all inquiries ,
* Obligation free quotations & consultations

MILLENNILUM ONE

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INLC.

PHOMNE: 813-681-887 3 * TOLL FREE: 888-201-8873 » FAX: 813-681-6153
E-mail: service@millenniumone.net  CBC 027132« W.R. SPATES

ok R - CRRANCRRRRR
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BLOOMINGDALE LAW

Children Invited To Breakfast ENFORCEMENT

With SantaDec.21 Take Steps To Ensure Happy Holidays
'PROCEEDS BENEFIT KIWANIS YOUTH PROGRAMS

: ] your surroundings, lock up very dangerous out there.

AGazette Report BUCKLE UP’ BE ALERT your valuables and follow good Of the millions of drivet
After you visit with Santa Claus Dec. 10 at the Bloommg— DEPUTY PETE MAURER safety practices, especially traveling the roads over th
dale Coqmnmlty Omee, Wh}' not join | him for b:ea]cfaa on Opmingasle Cormuny when you’re driving, These are  holidays, there are some speci:
Dees 2127 e We're all now in the longhol. 2L important steps we all must  types to watch out for and als

The KiwanIs Gl_ub af Gmtt.t Bmdon wﬂl host its 13th 9 AL L e ga frey t2ke to make our holidays notbe one of. These include:
- annual Brea with Santa on Dec. 21, from 8 fo 11 am. at Thy lesaivi d headed £ memorable ones instead of sad *According to the Nation:
the Ga!dm Cotﬂlmmmt, 815 medmkmdm Bran- AILSSEIVIOG ANd Meaced 10 ¢ miserable ones, Sleep Foundation, over “half,

Christmas and New Years.
These two very special times of ~ Many of you will do some
the year will hopefully be filled ~extra traveling this holiday sea-
lots of fun, but we have to do  son, whether you’re shopping
our part to make them memo- or going to parties or visiting
rable in a positive way. friends and family. The scene

We all know what it takes to doesn’t change from the nor-
make our holiday seasons safe mal day-to-day driving except
and secure. We hear each year, there will be more of every
but you know, folks, the rules type of driver imaginable on
don’t change. It’s up to us to the highways and our local
keep our families, ourselves, roads. Theyll include teenagers
our homes and our possessions  just learning to drive and truck
safe and secure duting the holi-  dtivers in a hurry to make deliv-

“don.

'I‘ickctéatéSS'fdrd:ddm‘ ildren ages 4 to 12; $8 for adults; kids 3
‘and under eat free. The ticket price includes a full breakfast
‘buffet with drinks and a visit with Santa. There will also be
.goodybags,mndy mbﬂommmals,hmmusmand

that’s 50 percent or 1 out ¢
every 2, of the nation’s drivet
(51 percent) admit to dtivin
tired or drowsy, pushing therr
selves too far. Among driver
ages 18 to 29, nearly one-qua
ter (24 percent) reported th:
they have actually fallen aslee
at the wheel. Most of thes
drivers are also impatient, driv
faster and feel more stressec
OSTa 5 slementary ich provide: Watch out for them! They ust
 motivation and :ccognmon o youngsms, an el:memary ally speed up, then slow dow
school K-Kids Club, two middle school Builders Clubs, and dav season iust like anv other eries. Buckle up evervone in  °F We&Ve back and forth, jus
mwmmdm % ti:r}:e ! d bur.caré and / 'E)re 108’5’ ercent like 2 drunk driver.
Formomuonaboutﬁmlﬁwmm Club of Greater S. ) follow the basi Yf Sin dgl ; Erdrl § *Drivers that drive while di
Brandon and mpmgmnm,mwwwbmndonhmmg. 0 please, Tofow the basic - 0% your e on O YO IV tracted have become such

rules. Be constantly aware of ing. Don’t be distracted. It’s )
serious problem that laws wet

recently passed to increase th
fines for driving while distrac
Urgent care doesn’t have to be @ pain! | s mi b ot

g ] : = ~ cers may now note “driver di
tracted” on accident report

Pediatric urgent care, including stitches, broken bones, This setiously affects aut
asthma therapy, dehydrataon therapy, pain relief and insurance rates! The types c
more. distractions noted could fill

i book. and many are just pla'
e Open Evenings 5 to 11pm, Weekends ¢ No appointment ctazy. They cover everythin
& Holidays 1 to 11pm : necessary from cell phones, PDAs, ea

ing, putting on makeup, chang
ing clothes, talking to passer
gers, reading, shaving and no
even watching videos or wotk
ing on a laptop compute
Their minds can concentrat

¥ Conveniently located in Brandon X
fully on only one thing at a im

-Aﬂ:er HOUI‘S J';Z and if they ate distracted it

Ped_latr‘fcs not you. Concentrate on you

;j Urgam. Care for Infants. Chiidren & Young Adulia dﬂmg hke YOUI hfe depenc
on it. It does.

* These are well known fc
being some of the most dar

e Infants and children through age 21 ¢ On-site lab and xray

e Most insurance plans accepted e Minimal wait time

131 W. Robertson St.
(1 block west of Parsons)

813-655-8880

467619

See SAFE, Page |
[ IV 4P I 4V AV N )
% Z
TR VETERANS
% ..’« Continued From Page 7
[ IV AV 0 oV oV BV 4V 3V 4 0 -
CH ALITY LE kets, pillows, towels, rug
S OOL OF QU ARNING dressers, beds, sofas and chais
J Secure, Code-Access Entry ¢ Family Owned & Operated ¢ Parents Night Out & Family Speclal Events G S thine e B
¢ Before & After School Care (6-12 years) ) ¢ Extracurricular Activities ; h11 df i
» Transportation To & From Local Schools (Dance by Victoria, Movement by Stretch and Grow, Mad Science, P T SeACHIC IETS, SRORsS, ey
» Active Learning Curriculum for Iinfants & Toddlers Gigglebytes, Just Horsin Around Horse Riding, Karate by Lee Jacobs) elry and mote.
(Incorporates Whole Language Leaming, Science, Math and Foreign Languages)s Parenting Classes w/Certified Instructors * Electronics — television
* Preparing Children for National Kindergarten Standards * Open Monday - Friday 6am-6:30pm § radios, clocks, microwas
¢ Trained Professional Staff We pick-up from Cimino, Bevis, Lithia 5prmgs, .
(Background/Fingerprint, Screened & Certified in Gf FI and First Aid. Fishhawk Creek & Alafia. 7 gvens’ LtZaSter P
Two and Four year degrees.) TR

4321 Lynx Paw Trail in Valrico i
657-62004

www.kidsrkids.corm™

* Transportation — bicycle
motorbikes, automobiles.

* Monetary donations -
cash or checks welcome.

AMVETS Post 4 is a no:
profit corporation. For mo:
information about the Hom
less and Relocated Veterar
Outreach program, call Debb
Riscile, program director, -
971-1881.

» Master Level Teachers for all age gro
ASpeechSereensgs o Nuiritious Mea

Located Across From Lithia
Springs Elementary .
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Digital Cable (regular price) $61.39
< Uniimited local and long distance calling .
anywhere in the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico High Speed Internet (reguler price) $44.95

- Vioice Mail, Caller ID, Call Forwarding and Digital Phone (reguier price) $49.95

Call Waiting included. TOTAL Regular Price: $156.29

A (if purchased separmately) price per month
.~ No complicated plans or restrictions.

Works with existing outlets.

One bill convenience.

24/7 local customer service. Di gital COmbo PlllS
_ s:itching iz easy! ‘{t:ju keep yfour phone, your 8- savings Of $1944 monthly
phone number — and more of your money. and over $230 annually_!

Visit mybrighthouse.com or call 813-436-2359.

W, .2 @ | brighthouse

Residential customers only. Some restrictions apply. Services available in most areas. Prices subject to change. Federal, state, local and communication taxes and regulatory fees are additional. Offer expires 12/05/05. ] 493458
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Traffic Signal, Crosswalk Completed

COUNCIL GIVES THANKS
TO COUNTY REPS

By MACK AUSTIN
Correspondent

The BACC, Bloomingdale Area
Community Council, is a volunteer
group of residents from various home-
owners associations in our community.
The council works with law enforce-
ment, county and state government rep-
resentatives to help improve safety,
security and the quality of life in the
greater Bloomingdale area.

The group meets on the third Thurs-
day of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Bloomingdale substation on Bell Shoals
Road. All interested residents are invit-
ed to attend. For information, call 635-
8040.

At the November 2005 BACC meet-
ing, the following items of interest and
concern to Bloomingdale residents were
discussed:

Little League, YMCA crosswalk

Deputy Pete Maurer and all members
of the council agreed special thanks go
to the Hillsborough County traffic engi-

neers who facilitated the completion of
the very important crosswalk between
the Bloomingdale Little League field
and the YMCA.

All parents and children are asked to
use the crosswalk, which offers the most
secure atea to access the fields.

Traffic signal installed

The council offered thanks to county
officials for the completion of the now
operating traffic signal at Lithia-
Pinecrest Road and Erindale Drive.

Traffic blitz

Deputy Mauter presented the results
of the recent traffic blitz operations
completed by sheriff’s deputies (see
sidebar). Maurer said, “The largest
group of citations involved drivers not
coming to a complete stop for the red
light before turning right (south) onto
Bell Shoals Road.” ,

Traffic engineers ate coordinating the
installation of cameras at intersections
like this one that have a sefious numbers
of violations.

Gang activity

Deputy Maurer noted that although
gangs are not a big problem in our area,
special training sessions are being held
throughout the county by the sheriff’s
gang unit to help educate residents on
gang issues (see story in this issue).

Drug bust

It’s sad to say but yes, there are those
in our community who choosé to deal
in drugs. However, after a recent arrest
at one Bloomingdale residence, Deputy
Maurer said, “Thanks to the outstand-
ing cooperation of concerned residents
a major drug bust was made. Deputies
monitored suspicious’ activities that
were reported by residents and made
several arrests (at a residence on Briar-
lake Drive). This type of cooperation is
what it takes to remove those who
would bring crime to our community.
Residents observing suspicious activi-
ties are asked to call the sheriff’s office
at 247-8200.”

HARTline routes
Council member Notbert Gobin

reported he will attend special meetings
called to review and improve HARTline

bus routes.

Bell Shoals, Bloomingdale
improvements

Several members expressed serious
concern about when this very impot-
tant, major traffic safety project will
begin. As of the last update, plans were
still being coordinated to purchase the

right-of-way areas required for con-

struction. Members said their main con-
cern is “not losing the $3.6 million dol-
lars programmed for this project.”

Special projects

Several ongoing projects wetre men-
tioned by BACC members, including
improvements needed at the intersec-
tion of Bloomingdale Avenue and John
Moote Road, next to the major con-
struction project; improving services
provided by the contracted waste man-
agement companies for our area (see
story in this issue) and the acquisition of
property within Bloomingdale that
poses possible conflicts with secutity.

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL. 33594
(813) 681-2051 Fax: (813) 684-2358
E-Mail: info@bloomingdalegazette.com

toys for kids of all ages!

20%
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At Your Service!

We are fully stocked with all your favorite

Toy SHOPPING SIMPLIFIED!
Stop by on your way to your next birthday ' 3
party. We make Shopping Easy!

i Bring in this ad to receive:

ANY ONE

Lithia Crossing (Next to Stein Mart)
3454 Lithia Pinecrest Road
Valrico, FL 33594-6301 « 813-643-1762 :ec
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NOW OPEN

The paint Sore

Your Neighborhood Paint Store

Serving Riverhills, FishHawk, Bloomingdale,
Buckhorn, Twin Lakes, Lithia Ridge
- and surrounding communities.

PORTER

1684-2800
Mon-Fri 7-5 * Sat 8-2
Serving Residential & Contractors
We Earn Our Siripes Every Day!"
4360 Lithia Pinecrest Rd (across from Lithia Spings Elementary) |0

LAtLH LR D U

o

LI GOk Vi SG Ns BTe TI

[ 4
T 2
R e R PR L L T T AN AR LS S AR L



BLOOMINGDALE

LAW

LELZ SN T SN R TRS LT S ST TN GRT R RETIR LT S

R Bl R

Pt fSani sl arddd ol e

www.bloomingdalegazette.com ¢« DECEMBER 2005 ¢ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE « 13

ENFORCE

MENT

Green Team Focuses On Gang Awareness, Eradication

ACTIVITY NOTED
AT LOCAL SCHOOLS

By MACK AUSTIN
Correspondent

The Hillsborough County Sheriff’s
Office has a new team in town and
members are very setrious about their
jobs. -

The newly established Gang Task
Force, also known as The Green Team,
was formed this year to provide an
extensive focus on controlling and elim-
inating gang activity throughout- the
county.

Yes, there is gang activity in our com-
munity. In fact, there are very few com-
munities without any gang activity. This
is why the Bloomingdale Area Commu-
nity Council invited members of the
sheriff’s new unit to brief them on the
missions of this special unit.

At the council’s October meeting,

members were privileged to have a spe-
cial guest speaker, Deputy James
McDaniel from the Hillsborough Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. McDaniel briefed
council members on the responsibilides
and duties of the new gang task force.

McDaniel provided a detailed map of
the locations of gang activity and the
names of various gangs. Those loca-
tions included both middle and high
schools in our area. The one most
noticeable was Bloomingdale High
School. -

McDaniel said, “Gangs are a very real
concern in our county. They recruit

members at a very early age, usually

around 12. Once a boy or gitl becomes
a member, they are members for life.
This is why it is so cxitical for parents to
become concerned and more involved
in the lives of their kids. Some kids see
the gangs as their new families. They get
the attention and support they aren’t
getting at home.

. Christmas Village

Rates & Mortgage Programs Are Changing.
Get the mortgage that works best for you!
| OPEN| DOOR MORTGAGE!
* Purchase/Preapprovals
* Investment Loans )
* Construction Loans = 7 S|
* Mortgage Check-ups: i
LEE PHELPS 654.7717 MVand boply on hearc . B
“CE Hardware
The helpful place ‘
Create A
Festive
Snowy Scene!
Collect All 7!

Bloomingdale & Bell Shoals
Open 7 Days ¢ 681-1223

www. detaillandscape.com

“Then comes the sad part,”
McDaniel said. “Included in gang activi-
ties are a vatiety of criminal actions,
including drugs, robbeties, assaults and
other requirements that can lead to
being killed. They are vety setious and
very territorial.

“Parents, teachers and other adults
should become closely aware of any
changes in a young adult’s activities,
dress, friends, attitudes and habits.
Watch for things like weating the same
types of clothes with the same colors,
changes in attitudes towards school and
things like tattoos. Be personally con-
cerned and take whatever action is nec-
essary. It may be your last chance to
keep them out of a gang.”

McDaniel asked for the support and
cooperation of all the residents in all of
ousr communities.

“We need your eyes and ears. Hills-
borough is a large county. Report any
suspicious signs like graffiti painted on

I.ANIISBAPE SERVICE, INGC.
Do St i d W ot

677-17110

Proudly Serving The Brandon Area Since 1990
- Owned & Operated By Spencer Sommer

R b S

walls or buildings, but dor’t covet it until
we investigate. Don’t confront any pos-
sible gang membets. Call the Communi-
ty Station at 635-8040 or the sheriff’s
dispatch at 247-8200. Our goal is to
reduce the membership in these gangs
and then get these gangs out of our
communities. We registet any arrests in
a national data base so that their activi-
ties can be tracked.”

There are ways to combat the prob-
lem, he said. “Community suppozrt and
involvement coupled with increased
patental concern and action are what are
needed to work this serious problem.”

Members of the council thanked
Deputy McDaniel and the Gang Task
Force on behalf of the entire Bloom-
ingdale community for theitr hard work
and dedication to serve and protect our
community.

For more information about the task
force, log on to wwwhcso.tampa.fl.us.

Licensed & Insured

Y

492013

Jeff Gray

Associate Agent

(in the River Hills Plaza)

MNationwide’
Insurance &
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We're in your neighborhood - there when you need us.
Offering individual solutions to help customize your policy.
Call me... Stop by... Log on... -

it's your choicel

4329 Lynx Paw Trail - Valrico, FL 33594
813-655-5311 - grayj21 @nationwide.com

Financial Services
Nationwide i Orn Your Side®

What
Makes
You
Smile?

How about a smile by Arnold Dentistry?

uuuuuuuuuuu
INSURER_

485607

Company and ilia
VOAS 11/00

Home Office: Co

, OH 43215-2220

The Home of Brandon Smile Makeovers

Whiter Brighter Straighter

(813) 689-1529
Brandon/Valrico/Fishhawk/Riverview

Dentistry
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i Solid Wood Children’s Furniture

* Captains Beds ; Y R
* Bunk Beds

» Sleigh Beds i NN

* Lofts See our online catalog at:

*» Dressers, etc. www.furnitureadvantage.com

Brandon - 813-685-4760

ike Yopr Leather?

a

How Would You

Armae e

i (asanova's Upholstery
: 110 W. Windhorst Rd. Brandon, FL 33510
: (813) 661-7371
: - Brandon’s First and Best
Known Upholsterer since 1979.

Have it your way! Two-tone, custom
stitching; perforations, embroidery,
even heat and message inserts!

We also repair leather and vinyl! .

Gall us for a free
over-the-phone estimate today.

sesEwny

FREE 1 YEAR FULL |eather cleaning kit with any interior purchase over S600

Must present coupon. Expires 1/6/06

Famous Peoples Eyewear And Kidz Biz

Sunglasses a great holiday gift for anyone
WEAR WHAT THE STARS, ATHLETES & MODELS WEAR
Flex Dollars: use them, don’t lose them

VERSACE
Révq'

PRADA

Open Daily Mon. - Fri. 10am-6pm |

Holiday Shopping Sat. Nights 6-8pm |

> Plant City
Specializing in zsz snao =
Sunglasses, Sportswear, £ 5
Children’s Eyewear, & E| e40Lithia Pinecrest S
Gontact Lenses =

at Lithia Next to Ace Hardware

Comprehensive Eye Exam
Includes Dilation & Glaucoma Test by
Indepentent Optometrist

10423 CR 39 » Lithia, FL 33547

737-1122

490134

* Annette Russell, DO

168517

Take A Giant Step
Towards Your
Dream Home!

Rates Are Still Low!

BLOOMINGDALE

SCHOOLS

i

LESLIE WHITE/Photo

L o L * o’ [
(imino Pilgrims, Indians Share Friendship Feast
Cimino Elementary School teacher Hope Carter helps her students make pumpkin pies, one of many treats
third-grade students shared during a Friendship Feast at the school last month. Students made their own
placemats, napkin rings, Indian headbands and pilgrim hats. The group feasted on turkey {donated by Sam
Pothier, manager of the Lithia-Pinecrest Road Albertsons) and all the trimmings. Carter said, “The feast
brought history alive for the kids and gave us a feeling of togetherness.”

| Will Sell Your Home In 100 Days Or Less,
Or P’ll Pay $500 Towards Closing Costs!

GREAT AMERICAN TEACH-IN

By LESLIE WHITE
Cormrespondent

Hillsborough County schools opened their
doots Now. 16 for parents, business partners and
members of the community to come and share
their vocations during the 11th annual Great
American Teach-In. The event is held during
nationwide American Education Week.

The intent is to educate the students and open
doors to future vocational possibilities.

One speaker said he participated in the teach-
in because, “These are the next genetation of.
employees.” : :

Cimino Elementary School welcomed 59
speakers who spend their workdays as pilots,
nurses, writers, police officers and members of
various branches of the military. Speakers told
students what they do, how they got started and
how they feel about their job.

Keith Goodman
Sales Associate

Office: 813-684-9500
Cell:813-546-7981

kgbbamas@aol.com

KELLER
WILLIAMS

Buy A Home From Me And | Will Add A One
i Year Home Warranty To Your New Home!

FREE INFORMATION LINE
[-800-962-3070
~ Free Reports For Buyers & Sellers
|d#1002 For Buyers
1d#2002 For Sellers
My Service To Buyers & Sellers Is Impeccable - Service Is My #1 Jo.

Visitors Enthrall Elementary, Middle School Students

Alafia Elementary School received a visit
from a member of the SWA.T. team.

Burns Middle School reported 114 visitors
and 223 classroom presentations.

“The parents and students enjoyed the pre-
sentations,” said Beth Alexander, student intet-
vention specialist at Burns.

Burns received visits from a professional girls’
soccer playet, a representative from the Tampa
Bay Lightning and a college football referee, to
name just a few.

Burns student Sam Morgan said, “The Great
American Teach-In is one of the most exciting,
fun-filled days of the year.” Morgan’s favorite
visitor was a man who brought in venomous
snakes.

C. R. Lewis, also a Burns student, said, “Pat-
ents, friends and family of all the students came
in to teach us about their jobs because they care

See TEACH-IN, Page 15
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Fine Dining Is Back In Brandon

ELTON: REMARKABLE
EXPERIENCE

By ELTON DUMONT
Exclusive to the Gazette

Fine dining — I mean really fine din-
ing — is back in Brandon. Chianti’s
Restaurante’ at 902 E. Brandon Blvd. is
not pretentious at all in attempting to
stake out the high end of fine dining in
Brandon.

Lovie and Monte Queensbury
recently joined Mrs. Dumont and I for
dinner to,check our Chianti’s. When you
enter the restaurant, you are greeted by
a maitre d’ in formal wear. After being
seated, the maitre d” serves you an appe-
tizer of imported Italian cheese and a
selection of green and black olives.

Your server then brings you an unusual -

pizza-style bread with 4 small dish of
eggplant dip. And of course, there is the
traditional bottle of straw-wrapped Chi-
anti wine on each table.

The service, starting right out, was
the best. The seasoned servers — not

TEACH-IN

Rating based on 5 stars
lllllllllllllllll *****
Service ............. xaxwn
Ambience............. ¥ ***
Overall.....ivunn s #4451/)

kids, not neophytes — know how to
cater to the carriage trade. With a full
bar and fine wine list, you know this
»place exudes service. No loud voices,
just soft piped-in Italian music, and not
one cell phone. Life is good.

The appetizers range from $8 to $14,
including Insalata. di’ Matre (chilled
seafood in lemon gatlic and virgin olive

_oil); Cozze del Principe (mussels in a red
or white wine sauce); Carpaccio di
Manzo (Italian classic cured beef); and
Antipasto alla Chianti (hot or cold appe-
tizer for two). There is also 2 raw bar
section and a zuppe section that
includes traditional pasta fagioli. The

salads include the Spinaci e” Arance (Jeaf
lettuce with pancetta, walnuts, mush-
rooms and orange sections) and Insala-
ta di Pomodorialla Siciliana (vine toma-
toes with basil, olive oil and shaved
Ricotta salata cheese).

Pasta entrees range from $14 to $18,
including ravioli in a tomato basil
sauce, spaghett fresco, penne alla
vodka, fusilli with black olives and
arugula and capellini. Fish entrees
range from $18 for salmon to $36 for
South African lobster tail. And you can
still go to the veal, chicken or steak sec-
tions.

~ T ordered the mussels with extra hot
sauce; the best I've had in a long while.
The Queensbury’s ordered the fried
zucchini, an off menu item. Monte was
extremely pleased with his choice and
Lovie enjoyed it also. They ordered the
Insalata di Pomodorialla, and we
ordered the Spinaci €’ Arance. Fresh,
delicious and ample so ample that each
couple shared one salad. What else
could one ask for?

For ouft entrees, we considered the
specials such as encrusted sea bass or
rack of lamb or Milanese pork chop, but
settled on menu items after all. Monte
had the penne vodka and Lovie had the
ravioli, while Mrs. Dumont ordered
spaghetti and meatballs. 1 broke the
pasta chain and ordered the Gamberi
scampi (pan seated jumbo shrimp with
a garlic lemon sauce). To review each
one would take too long. Simply said,
all the entrees danced on our palates. It
was a remarkable dining experience.

The dessert menu is just as wondet-
ful: tiramisu, Fruitto di Bosco, cappuci-
no cake, casata and tartufo. We all
shatred the casata, créme brulee, and a
chocolate shell ice cream (tartufo). -
Nothing run of the mill here.

Our bill before the gratuity was $136,
and it was well worth every dollar.
Remember, everything is ala carte and
they are serving fine dining customers.
For an expense account meal, a roman-
tic evening or an anniversary, this is the
place to go.

Continued From Page 14

about our future and want to assist us in
choosing the right job.”

The Manatee team at Burns had vis-
its from Ann McFee, the executive
director of the Brandon Sports and
Aquatic Center. McFee told students
about the history of the facility and
about some of the Olympic divers and

swimmers that have trained there, like
Brooke Bennett.

David Groh, representing the U.S.
Coast Guard, also visited the middle
school. Groh is one of about 30,000
Coast Guard members. He told stu-
dents how the Coast Guard works to
ensure national safety.

Yolanda Gacio, who has students at
both Burns and Cimino, works at a
genetics lab and shared the fundamen-
tals of genetics with students at both
schools.

Alyssa Broff, third-grade teacher at
Cimino, took her class outside to see
Ear] Hartis’ ptesentation. As owner and

instructor at Eatl Hartis Karate Acade-
my, he came to show the kids a karate
demonstration.

“The kids loved it — it was great,”
said Broff.

Logan White contributed to this
report.

Give the Glft of Musn:

Savings throughout the Holiday Season
FULL LINE MUSIC STORE & EDUCATION CENTER

Guitars ¢ Amps ®

Private & Group Lessons

Christmas

BRANDON - 813-685-5998 | CARROLLWOOD - 813-932-9008

402 Oakfield Dr. (near Brandon Hospitai) | 3641 W. Waters (comer Dale Mabry & W. Waers)

Mon-Thur 9-9; Fri 9-8; Sat 9-6

www.musicshowcaseonline.com

Drums ¢ Keyboards
Sheet Music * Books » Karaoke & CD's
Music Gifts * Accessories ¢ Gift Certificates

Festival : ;

Sat., Dec. 3rd Jydawd
10am-5pm S
Booths Call For Tickets
Food - Games Pirates of
Entertainment Penzance
FREE to the Public! Dec.2-4
Brandon Location Baap:’rgteg;%ol

Mon-Thur 12-9; Fri 12-8; Sa!95

/ﬁ%’ﬁw‘wg/é

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - A/V

Theater:

*« COMPUTERS * TELECOM

We design and install...
» From small TV rooms to luxurious cinemas
» Site-wide wireless computer networks and
entertainment systems
¢ Surround sound -- better than the movie theater

Yes, we do...
* Run wires behind walls and climb through attics
*» Prewire during construction
* Clean up after ourselves; plus, we patch holes,
paint, and trim S
= Advise you on: cable versus satellite, the nght size
TV, and choosing the correct speakers

We are experts in...
» High-definition video (HDMI, DVI, VGA, and
A Component Video)
» Big screens, flat screens, (plasma, LCD, and DLP)
* Equipment centralization and hiding (no clutter!)

your free, deﬁailad estimate today!. '

OwnaﬂandwabyﬂabMuca.
armingdafeRasIdmfwawzamrs

| forcan (813) 957-1584

To see more of our completed projects,
visit our gallery at: www.hillsboroughav.com

that disappears
when turned off!

This 63” plasma |
TV is connected
to a computer ©

TV, computer, and
home security ac- %
cessable through =

mounted on the _
ceiling over the &

in a custom weather-

with speakers on an

TV in a mirror
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master bed. R

A 45" LCD TV
proof enclosure

open-air porch. et

MY:%;«»"&’



EVTA & LLCTVUADG I TAT - 300 BAATIT ¢ v ogeainalsh ot 4 e
16 s THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE o DECEMBER zoos » www. bloomlngdalegazette com

"‘ ," = BLOOMINGDA
SLO0MINGY &LE PALNTING
A Bk & OF Guality”

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR » PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

K . FREE ESTIVATES, =,
B EXPERIENCED and

=) RELIABLE Bloomingdale Resident

Lic: 3694
Bonded & Insured Tod Howard 458854

FRIDAY RIBFESTS, SATURDAY
NIGHT STEAK-OUTS

_ ByLESLIEWHITE
Correspondent

Relax & Enjoy the
Ride this Holiday

Looking for a down-home, home-cooked
barbeque dinner? Jaymer and Cyndi Holcombe
of Bloomingdale are offering just that — right
around the cotner. .

The Holcorans, who have lived in Bloom-
ingdale for seven years, opened their new restau-
rant Jaymer-Que on Dec. 1 in the Albertsons

e AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION shopping center on Lithia-Pinecrest Road.

,' e SPECIAL EVENTS | The couple had been looking for a place to
i - ' | - open their business and when the store recently
| - ‘ vacated by Quizno’s came available, they said,
1. : : “We knew God reserved this place just for us.”
‘ 'ZUZO s CJZ;CZJZLZtZ 5 Qadll, ’/) ne. ' Born in San Antonio, Texag Jaynlwr has been
| | anavid barbeque chef since first sampling the
| 813-657-5450 .//..c. 813-655-0384 /. | fare ata “pig pickin’ ” in Marietta, Ga. The cou-
! linoslimo@yahoo.com ple has been cooking up brisket, ribs and chick-
| www.linoscorporatesedan.com en and all the fixing and serving it to friends and
church members, and generally got the response
1 of, “This is the best thing I've ever tasted.”

With feedback like that, Jaymer decided it was
time to branch out.

Holcombe will offer his specialty brisket,
along with pulled pork, ribs, chicken and fixings
like baked beans, mashed potatoes, cole slaw,
potato salad, vegetables and Cyndi’s smoked
chicken salad.

Jaymer also blends custom sausages without
casings that will be available in the restaurant
and take-home food saver bags. The custom
blended sausages include those made with
pulled pork, brisket, chicken and sun dried
tomato with mozzarella and Romano, and
mushroom and roasted pine nuts with Craisins.

“We truly are absolutely unique,” said Hol-
combe.

| No Parking Worries. No Traffic Hassles.
Begin your Trip Worry-Free.

The best personalized transportation

for any occasion

490271

ASANOVAS

FABRIC & UPHOLSTERY

Brandon’s #1 Best Known Lt)hol sterer - Since 197! 9
110 West Windhorst Rd. « 813. 661 7371

LE BUSINESS

New Restaurant Offers
Southern Barbecue, More

Tymer. g

‘Photo courtesy of the Holcombe family

Bloomingdale residents Jaymer and Cyndi Holcombe
opened their new restaurant, Jaymer-Que, Dec. 1in the
Albertson’s plaza on Lithia-Pinecrest Road:

Night Steak-Outs, where Holcombe will grill
right in front of you cut-to-order rib eyes and
N.Y. strips seasoned with his special rub. He’ll
also offer shrimp, fish, potk tenderloins and
ABT’s, otherwise known as atomic buffalo tur-
dles — scooped out jalapefio peppers filled with
cream cheese and bacon, grilled to a sumptuéus
petfection.

- Jaymer-Que will serve up the traditional
southern New Yeat’s Day meal -— ribs — which
are said to bring good health in the new year.
The ribs will also be sold in bulk before New
Year’s Day, in food saver bags with a no-fail
warm uptip to keep the meat moist during
_ reheating.

Restaurant houts are 11 a.m. to 8 p-m. Mon-
day to Saturday, closed on Sunday. For more
information call 657-4227.

: i :
: any upholstery your fabric :' the entire line of ! Friday’s will be Ribfest, followed by Saturday
' order over $299% | purchase over ! RobertAllen@ | '
E Does not include fabric E 10 yards E Home fabrics l:
i Expires 1/6/06 | Valid12/3/05-12/6/06 | '
_________________ e o e i o i e e -

Say you saw it in the
The Bloomingdale Gazette

Yo Faydew

CPW@ & Pressccne Wadéc'd@
Residential & Commercial

g Bloomingdale 'Av,e\(z-‘s
: : ">5 N Newsome %
= E&g ' @ P ey S Fishiawk
8' 3 6 s 4 ' £ = %}*mm Lithia
website:www.tomhaydeng A Fishbawk Bivd.
N ] e \
e e = —'TI_'W'II!'-II'E*JJ:

nce 1990 | Or

5464 Lithia Pinecrest Rd

681-2111

Located at corner of Lithia Pinecrest Rd. & FishHawk Blvd.

Quality Medical Care For Infants,
Children and Adults

* Physicians Board-Certified in
Emergency Medicine

* Physicians with 20 years experience

* Open 7 Days a Week - 3am-9pm,
including helidays

* X-Ray and EKG and Lab Tests Onsite

* Most Insurance Accepted (including
Tricare, Cigna, Aetna)

* No Appointment Necessary

492015
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BLOOMINGDALE SPORTS

Baseball Tryouts This Weekend

BLOOMINGDALE BREAKERS outs, a parent/ guardian must complete a med-

ical release for their child.
]2 AND UNDER ' The Breakers are ptimarily looking for pitch-
ers, catchers and other skill sets. Interested play-
ers should have at least four years of Little
The Bloomingdale Breakers 12 & Under AAU - I eague experience and must be willing to work
Baseball Team will hold a two-day tryout session  hard to take their skills to the next level.
this weekend, Dec. 3-4. Saturday’s tryouts are from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m;
Players interested in trying out should plan to  Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m., at the Bloomingdale
attend both days of the tryouts. Playets should  Little League field. For more information, call
not turn 13 until after May 2, 2006. Ptior to tty- Tom Ewing, 657-2790, between 6 and 9 p.m.

A Gazette Report

‘

GAME ' : game. It just doesn’t get any better then this for
2 _ ~ ambient mood. In fact, Mystety of the Abbey
Continued From Page4 sets the standard for thematic ambiance in a

themselves in this board game barn burner.” No board game.

downtime in this game is what makes it brilliant This is essentially 2 deduction game but is
in conception. If you are playing with a good pu.rposclafully given to other .factogs' making it
group of people, you will be too busy laughing, unique ifl many respects anc‘1 is a delight to play.
ooooohing and aaaahing and laughing some Everyone has a chance in this game, whete typi-

more to notice you ate losing your shirt and your cally those who excel in various cognitive think-
Dankrollyme ing skills tend to have dominance. Well-con-

ceived but lighthearted mechanics and many fun

Mystery of the Abbey and intriguing choices keep all of the players

- engaged and invested in the action. Mystery of
Published by Days of Wonder the Abbey is about investigating and asking ques-

Mystery of the Abbey is a game of monks  tions, but you have to be vety creative to discov-
exploting the passages of an early medieval er haw far your astute questioning skills can take
monastery set among steep and foreboding cliffs you. Player i interaction is abundant and there ate
to solve the mystery of the murder of one of some grand, lighthearted treats that would be in
their brethren. The game oozes a mystery theme.  poor form to spoil by revealing here; they’re that
From the scurrying of monks to-mass 4t the good. So we won't say... only that they are found
sound of the little mass bell, to entering the pfi-  if the cards, and they will keep everyone laugh-

_ vate confessionals in an effort to sectet away ing singing and makmg merry together in good
( ¢ important information to restore the peace of  spjrits.

the abbey, this game is an easy connect for a little

charming entertainment. The name of the  Ryan Bretsch, a Bloomingdale resident, is
rooms you explore ate given in their Latin root  a freelance writer and a game columnist for
name, adding even more atmosphere to the www.gamefest.com.

THE BLOOMINGDALE
GAZETTE
The official publication of the BHA since 1980
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 681-2051 Fax: (813) 684-2353
E-Mail: info@bloomingdalegazette.com

We are there

8AM ‘il midnight ® Minor and Urgent Care
® Most Insurance Accepted

(Now Accepting Cigna)
Summerfield Crossings * X-rays and EKG
location opening soon  ® In house labs

Big Bend and 301 - ® All ages welcome

7 days a week

Board Certified in emergency medicine

3444 Lithia Pinecrest Rd. « Valrico, Florida 33594 8

Next to Srein Mare

813-643-9393
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Gome Play With Us!

" PUMPIT UPis alatge, indoor play arena featuring huge air filled play
structures. We also offer private rooms for private parf:es and group events.

POP IN PLAY TIME
Wed & Fri 9:30-11
Wed 4-5:30 .
Private Parties Are
Available Everyday!
Call For Details.

. FAMII.Y FUN FOR ALL AGES
o GIANT INFLATABLES o + o
SLIDE; BOUNCE & JUMP!

728 W. Lumsden

G (Lumsden & Kings near Shapes)
> | 655-1331¢
THE INFLATABLE PARTY ZONE WWW.PUMPITUPPARTY.COM

,/— ajik Touch Cleaners

“EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE”

25% OFF | IS,

ENTIRE ORDER B 2
Shicts & Ciatming = APOLLO BEACH * 220 Apollo Beach Bivd

LT L LN ]

Valid on incoming Orders Only. e 1499
': Nu't;:: iiing Ca : L] BI.M“I!GDAI.E 3513 Bell Shoals Rd

= ogiiamion Aot U 654-9292
i * BLOOMINGDALE 4344 Bell Shoals Rd

dbssssasnsmasdhesss=nonee-

: 0/0 689-9176
' « BLOOMINGDALE 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest
' 654-8113
1 ENTIRE ORDER
{ Shirts & Dry CI ing * BRANDON » 717 W. Lumsden Rd
[ ] Vi oo incomming Orders Only. 654-9541
] g Nﬁ{,‘w i * BRANDON e 913 W. Brandon Bivd
P s 684-4439
TR dvo, 0% == * | * BRANDON e 11393 Causeway Bivd
5 /I:l ' 643-6944
: 1 | o LITHIA » 16707 FishHawk Bivd
[ ]

We<ding Gowns, Comforters, . 654'79_91
! Biankets, Atterations, Drapes j | « PLANT GITY e 2621 Thortosassa Rd
i Valid oo Incoming Ordors Onby. 1 . 752-6631
. N S Gy Sorvito & | » PROVIDENCE » 1983 Lumsden Rd -
o SUTIIIEEEAIT s ==y 654-4423
- 2 o/o FF % | = RIVERVIEW o 11697 Boyette Rd
' ' 672-1832
: : o SEFFMER * 1515 N. Parson Ave
1 RE ORDER 684-5397
' Shirts l Dry Cleaning : o VALRICO 1985 E. Brandon Blvd

‘Wil on Crgiars o 654-2324

1 No B Cormbining ! ]
:. mml:.:uam-'m- 1 | © VALRIGO = 2511 SR. 60E 643-4825

Appear 6 to 20 inches
Thinner Guaranteed
and look better,

or second Wrap is Free!

* Mineral Wrap

¢ Tighten & Rejuvenate Skm

e Look Inches Slimmer

¢ Improve Appedrance of Cellulite

This exclusive safe and effective min-
eral wrap allows you to concentrate
on your trouble areas thighs, waist
and abdomen. The treatment does
NOT use dehydration cr water weight
loss to help you achieve your goals.
No Contracts! Our customers

- come back BECAUSE IT WORKS!

Call today to learn more about
this treatment that has been a
secret of the rich and famous.

By Appointment Only

763 W. Lumsden

651-1192

493722
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Super Midgets Are Super Bowl Champs

BEARS 15T TITLE
INDIVISION

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

The Tampa Bay Bucs aren’t
the only local team with a claim
to Super Bowl fame. The Bran-
don Bears Super Midgets took

that title themselves Nowv. 19 in
Plant City against the Temple
Terrace Jaguars at the West
Coast Youth Football Confer-
ence Super Bowl game.

An assistant team coach,
Bloomingdale resident Butch
Doane, said the Bears went 9-
1 this season. E,

“T’ve learned more from you P

this year. This has been a great
year,” Doane told the team
after the Super Bowl win.
Doane’s son Tyler plays on
the super midgets team and
had an outstanding game.
“The best patt of the day for
me was when I got a 15-yard

i —_a'-._—g—_""-’-ﬂ i

o New low  Postal
UPS Direct services
Rates * Mailbox

= Packaging services
services  *Color copy
services

* Fax services

= Office
supplies

» Notary
services

* Printing
services

» Shredding
service

= Shipping
services

e Freight
shipping
services

» Shipping,
packaging,
moving
supplies

3 The UPS Store™™
Now Available!

Commercial Document Shredding

809 E. Bloomingdale ® Near Bell Shoals

689-4998 e

u can't be there...

run,” said Tylet, in his first year
out of five playing that he’s had
his dad as a coach.

The team is coached by head
coach Tony Saladino and assis-
tant coaches Steve Sims, Mike
Danish (Bears athletic direc-
tor), Butch Doane, Dale Davi-
son and Scott Steinberg.

Many members of the 29-
man team are Bloomingdale
residents, including Dakota
Greene, Doug Sandberg, Paul
Wallace, Brett Lindbeck, Mar-

LESLIE WHITE/Photo

The Brandon Bears Super Midgets became the WCYFC Super Bow! champi-
ons in their division Nov. 19 with a 14-0 shut out over the Temple Terrace

Jaguars.

Carter Fleck, Kevin Clifford,
Tyler Doane, Kyle Wilson and
Courtney Wilson, the Bears’
only female player.

Assistant coach Sims, who
formetly worked at Cimino
Elementary as a physical edu-
cation teacher before being
appointed assistant principal of

“These boys wotked hard.”

This was a monumental win
for the Brandon Bears organi-
zation, as no Super Midget
team has ever taken the Super
Bowl ttle, according to Danish.

“Every player on this team
had a hand in this win,” said

Reduce stress and anxiety by hiring
a personalized sitter. We will house sit,
taxi your pet to appointments, exercise,

entertain and clean up pet waste.
Call Rebecca Diss at 813-417-9551

to make an appointment for

Spoibed Rotten Pet Sitting

to meet with you and your pet.

‘ Bonded & Insured » Member of Pet Sitters International

Feawuring Exclsne
Designs By

Tampa Bay'’s Unique

@QW’WW/“ : 1,

I

Chanel » Louis Vuitton » Caché # Prada » Armani ® Coach
Vera Wang ® Liz Claiborne » Enzo * Ann Taylor » Oleg Cassini
Christian Dior » Talbots = Salvatore Ferragamo ® Lillie Rubin
220 W. Brandon Blvd | Brandon, FL 33511 | 662-0007
Located in Brandon Executive Center Hwy 60 & Moon Rd.

492516

Abercrombie &

s T 1€ ndjl ;
€

Banana Republic
BCBG

Bebe .
Blue Asphalt !
DKNY i '}‘

Charlotte Russe
e You Can Dress For Less...

F 21 2
w  With Style!
Guess . i S

Hollister Brandon consignment shop

== For Teen Girls |
Limited W | - ?‘Wi
e have gently used, name S0 9

Limited Too
Lucky

brand clothes, shoes, purses, |
farmals, and accessories

&F

NY & Co.
Pacific Sunwear
Ralph Lauren

Rampage - B =
Roxy All juniors sizes & girls 12 & up
Tilt

Tommy Hilfiger
Victoria Secret

164 N. Parsons Ave., Brandon

813-571-2611

Wet Seal
)z(_oé(:,ari“i (Next to La Septima Cafe)
and more Mon. - Fri 10-6, Sat. 10-5

492518

lon Fleming, Peyton White, Collins

GIVE

Elementary, said,

Saladino.

Continued From Page 5

Following are just a few of the many charities
that are asking for donations:

Toys For Tots

One of the most notable annual holiday char-
ities, Toys for Tots, is run by the Marines. This
year the event will be held Dec. 15-16 at the Toys
‘R’ Us parking lot at Westfield Brandon mall.
Tt will be hosted by radio station WQYK 99.5,
which will broadcast the “Randy and Dave
Show” live on location starting at noon on Dec.
15. Volunteers will be on hand to accept dona-
tions of new, unwrapped toys for children of all

agcs.

American Red Cross

The American Red Cross has a special wish
list this year for anyone who would like to help
the wounded service people who are healing at
Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washing-
ton, D.C. Among the items they need are sham-
poo, deodorant, 5-by7-inch lined writing pads,

pens, pencils and disposable cameras. Monetary
donations can also be mailed to American Red
Cross, Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Bldg.
2 (Heaton Pavilion), 3rd Floor, Room 3E05,
6900 Geotrgia Ave. NW, Washington, D.C.
20307-5001.

Many of our men and women who have been
wounded overseas spend weeks at Walter Reed
recuperating, What a great way to let them know
that they are appreciated.

The American Red Cross, Tampa Bay Chap-
ter at 3310 W, Main St., Tampa, FL 33607 also
needs monetary donations to help our local fam-
ilies get through the holidays.

Other Needs

Caroline Klich, an American Red Cross work-
er, suggested the following other charities: Met-
topolitan Ministries, 209-1000; The Salvation
Army, www.salvatonarmyusa.org, or 1-800-
SAL-ARMY and Catholic Charides, 1-800-919-
9338 or www.catholiccharitiesusa.org

visit www.BloomingdaleGazette.com The official web site
of The Bloomingdale Homeowners Association Inc.

DAN'S FAN CITY

QUIET QUALITY FANS FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

SIZE __ DESCRIPTION ONLY
42" 4 or 5 Bid Fan $39.99
52" Fan w/Light $59.99
52" 4 or 5 Bld Fan $69.99
52" Porch Fan $79.99
52" 5 Finishes $89.99
52" Many Options $129.99
52" More Options $139.99 .

MODEL SHOWN NOT PRICED HERE
NEW TAMPA CARROLLWOOD

BRANDON

487201

SPRING HILL . LAKELAND 863-544-4718

813-994-3422 813-969-3095 813-685-6130 352-688-3267 WINTER HAVEN 863-299-2777

ST. PETE SEMINOLE CLEARWATER
S0LOCATIONS £96.8191 397-1729  785-1911

PT.RICHEY TRINITY OCALA 352-237-6999

847-1176

816-9702 Www.DANSFANCITY.COM




SAFE

Continued From Page 10

gerous drivers. Nearly 40 percent of all traffic fatalities
are alcohol related. These drivers are very unpredictable,
can be very aggressive and usually aren’t the ones that get
injured seriously. Watch for the common signs displayed
by this type of dtiver — weaving back and forth, driving
vety slowly or following the emergency lane line. Avoid
them! Contact local law enforcement if you see them.
Please, don’t be one of them.

The holidays are stressful and many drivers.take that
stress with them behind the wheel. If you are driving near
a driver being aggressive, do not confront them or aggra-
vate them. They can very unpredictable. You can’t know
if they are armed ot drunk or on drugs. Many drugs will
make drivers very aggressive. Back off from them, avoid
eye contact, don’t flash your lights and show any aggres-
sion yourself.

Avoid all of these types of drivers and definitely don’t
be one of them. Protect yourself and your family by
weating your seatbelts and ensuting all young children are
in properly installed car seats ot booster seats.

FAITH

Continued From Page 6

of sorts, to start 2 scrapbookihg- club at church. 'm
involved as a participant, as well as a resource for ques-
tons about album making,” said House.

Like Fox, House believes in passing on values and
beliefs to the generations to come.

“We can do this by punctuating God’s word with out
own. Oftentimes we need to be reminded of the signifi-
cance of an event — how it has affected us, or others —
and not only the major events in our lives, but the every
day things we do and say as well,” said House.

Fox’s goal is to help other women learn to put their life
stories down in pictures as well as words, including how
God used that particular person or event in their fives to
mold them into who they are today. Fox uses the experi-
ence of her broken hip to encourage others who might
be experiencing the same thing,
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113 Citations Issued
BLOOMINGDALE CRASH CORRIDOR

A Gazette Report

On Friday, Nov. 4, the Hillsborough County Shet-
iff’s Office conducted a traffic enforcement initiative
concentrated along what officials refer to as the
“Bloomingdale Crash Corridor.”

One covert vehicle was used to observe violations at
several locations, including the corner of Blooming-
dale Avenue and Bell Shoals Road. The heavily traveled
cotner was recently identified as having the highest rate
of vehicle crashes in southeastern Hillsborough Coun-
ty.

The one-day detail resulted in 113 citations, as fol-
lows: 57 for speeding, 11 for running a red light, five
for failure to wear seatbelts, four for loud radios, three
for driving with a suspended license, two truants, 1 for
dtiving under the influence and 27 other miscellaneous
violations.

Through her pictures, and her journaling, Fox tells the
story of how God used that time to grow her and change
her and give her a new purpose.

“People don’t see God unless they’re looking for him,”
she said.

Classes take place at Bell Shoals Baptist Church and are
free to anyone interested. Each class has a 20-minute
explanation on different aspects of faithbooking, an
exchange of ideas and challenges for attendees to incor-
porate their faith into their scrapbooking. All beginners
need to bring are their pictures and some paper to take
notes on.

The class takes place on the first Thursday of the
month from 9 a.m. to noon, and on the third Monday of
the month from 7 to 10 p.m., in the multi-purpose center.
Free childcare is available during the Monday evening
classes only, with reservatons required one week in
advance by calling 689-4229, Ext. 501.

For more information on the ministry, call Fox at 681-
9434.

LIBERTY

Continued From Page 3
tomer service from both Liberty and Hills-
borough County Solid Waste Depattment
employees.

Laverty, a former route worker, acknowl-
edged and apologized for the problems,
attributing them to recent personnel and
equipment problems he said Liberty is work-
ing to correct throughout its southeastern
Hillsborough service area.

Its customers should expect, and Liberty
will work towards providing, “attention to
detail in completing the job in the way it’s
supposed to be done,” he said.

Greer, a new Liberty hire who came
onboard last month, said he is dedicated to
resolving Liberty’s customer service issues on
a community-by-community basis, beginning
with two of the most vocal complainants,
Bloomingdale and Sun City Center.

Detailed notices about service problems
reported by the BHA and Bloomingdale res-
idents were placed in route workers’ payroll
envelopes last week, Greer said. In addition,
the notices were prominently posted at the
compary’s dispatch headquarters.

“We are feverishly wotking towards resolv-
ing the reported problems,” he said.

Greer will monitor the progress of
improvements in Bloomingdale’s setvice on
a weekly basis, and expects to make a formal
review sometime ovet the next three months.

"The County Commission recently
renewed Liberty’s contract for three more
years.

“It’s going to be a continuous process,”
Greer said. :

BHA representatives worked closely with
Greer in November to compile a list of solid
waste collection frequently asked questions.
The FAQ’s are posted on www.blooming-
dalegazette.com, and will appear in a future
issue of the Gazette.

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomingdale, lllinois 61710

STATE FARM

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®
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410 E. Bloomingdale Avenue ¢ Brandon
654.1320 fax 653.2947
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Your Nelﬁbors Ray and Ryan Chadderton

Ray Chadderton of Keller Williams Realty
is your neighborhood specialist.
- If you’re thinking about
making a move call Ray today!
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\ KEILERWIIJ..IAMS

2119 W. Brandon Blvd Suite A
-2 _ ~ Brandon, FL 33511
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,-l My 5-Star Team and I would like to Homes Recently LISTED In Bloomingdale
Al take this opportunity to wish you and yours 604 Fieldstone Drive $208,000
' 3 \ : ‘ 4105 Quail Briar Drive ‘ $216,500
; \ joy, love and peace, not only as you celebrate 4033 Fastridge Drive : $244.900
' the boliday, but each day in the new year! 1230 Lornewood Drive cnrrnnsinnre $259,900
N ' - 1521 Dumont Drive Sor ‘ $265,000
QR We also thank everyone who bhas contributed 113 Bloomingfield Drive : $279,900
e to our success in 2005! We look forward to 3604 Warmspring Way .. $289,900
0 continuing old and forging new friendships 72ty Groveway Diive S300.000
z 7 g smng P 4810 Portobello Circle , ’ $319,000
< in the years abead! 2112 Golf Manor Boulevard S $339,900
‘ , b db b d with 1408 Crooked Stick Drive $359,600
__ \ May your beart and home be warmed witl 2312 Marseille Court | $384,900
W all the beauty there is at this season. 1311 Holleman Drive $389,900
N M. bis b bi F ' b 1l r 4401 Merrick Run Lane $407,900
LoV ay this beauty shine in your beart all year.  3j4 paole Bluff Drive...... $419,000
£y . 2001 River Crossing Drive o, -..-$449,000
) A 1012 Emerald Creek Drive ......... $595,000
J ,}r 925 Shoals Landing Drive ' wereneee $1,250,000
W
Homes Recently SOLD In Bloomingdale
A% 3716 Sand Pebble Drive $189,900
b a 2513 Mendocino Way $198,900
' 2510 Mendocino Way $215,000
8% 3919 Penrod Lane ' $220,000
) 4204 Springway Circle o $222,500
J 4105 Eastridge Drive R $228,000
\ ,{-{ 2601 Clareside Drive $249,900
} 3723 Greenfoid Street ; $255,000
_ 3713 Orangecrest Street eeeennee $269,900
' =5 oo 1 =y 4024 Paddlewheel Drive: $275,000
A% For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 3815 Polumbo Drive $297,500
[ e and the government will be upon His shoulders. 704 Hidden Lake Drive $299,900
p And He will be called Wonderful, Counselor, ggg; gazeliﬂ'y Place ggg,ggg
¥ p i ‘ g ‘Cade Lane : X
,{_‘ v Mighty Gf’d: E”erlam”g Fatber, 2120 Golf Manor Boulevard : e $375,000
s / Prihice of Peace.” 4004 Aspen Leaf Way. s $395,000
e 2207 Eagle Bluff Drive reerenee $397,500
& Isaiab 9:6 4207 Winding Vine Court : $580,000
\ i 802 Cottage Hill Way ‘ : .$595,000

1$ Warmest Wisbhes, Y
Luana, Joe, Regina & Susan

, § Luana Russell & ber “5-Star Team”
s |

Joe Wright, Regina Gorbam and
Susan Ciardiello
A8%  Keller Williams Realty of Brandon "

% Office: 684-9500
J& 24 Hours: 685-8545

& Ll
¥ KELLER WILLIAMS

R E A L T Y
B 2119 W. Brandon Blvd., Suite A ¢ Brandon, FL 33511

RUSSELL

Five-Star Service
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