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p Family Fest

Family Fest event organizers Jane Lee and Ray Chadderton with the Tampa Bay Lightning Girls and "Thunderbug." See more on page 4.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give”
Sir Winston Churchill
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Charles and
Catherine Lusky
2108 Golf Manor Bivd
Valrico, FL

* Open Mon-Fri 6:00am-6:30pm
* Secure Code Access Enfry

* Family Owned and Operated

* Free Secure Internet Viewing

e Extracurriculars: Dance, Karate, Computers,
* Science, Health, Tutoring, Speech Pathology

¢ Active Learning Curriculum for
Infants & Toddlers

3hr FREE VPK* Curriculum Prepares your  * Incorporated Hands-On Whole

: ; - Language Learning
4 year old child for: » ASQ Assessment with Parent/Teacher

* Math » Science * Creativity Contigees iz et
. * Trained Professional Staff: ;
= Emergenl lllerﬂﬂv Fully Screened, Cettified in First Aid
¢ En 1 mA & CPR; Specialists & Degreed
anlgn mg"age Teachers for all Age Groups
g . ® Lending Library with Thousand
‘Must be a Florida resident of Books & Videos ,

*additionals hours available at cost * Nutritious Meals & Snacks Served
4]

SCHOOL OF QUALITY LEARNING

ANAEYC ACCREDITEIVCENTER.

@ www.KidsRKidsValrico.com

Transportakion from Afatiam Cimino, FishHawk Craek, Bevis, and Lithia Springs

RRA AR

4321 Lynx Paw Trail, Valrico (Across from Lithia Springs Elementary)

657-6200

CHCH#A21024
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Free Atrial Fibrillation Heart Seminar

8007 ‘¥38N3D3A ¢ ILIIAZVD TIVADONINOOTA ¢ 'w

Learn about the latest techniques in minimally invasive surgery
for treating this very common heart disease. Pre_se‘nted by...

Bradley Bufkin, M.D.
: Cardiovascular and Thoracic $ur,geon
" Thursday, December 11" ¢ 6:30pm - 7:30pm
260 S. Moon Ave., Brandon - Classfoom B (Located in Oakfield Medical Plaza,
directly across the street from the Hospital on the north side of Oakfield Dr.)

To register for this sen-una. for more information
about our sarvices, or to find a physician, call
1-877-4-HCA-DOCS
(1-887-442-23 62 TOLL Free)

24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Sg Habla Espanol.

Free heart healthy holiday
cookbook to all attendees.

For more information, visit our website at )
BJ)’EJ_F Mol P)DDH&fJ@J‘I?JﬂPrJ@B})LMLm nn TOGETHER, PERFORMING AT A HIGHER STANDARD
SidtilrpeedeeddnbhnhEnnraas i PP EIPEEPPIIRINN
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' Family Fest Brings
Community Together

By JOYBOISSELLE

The first-annual Family Fest, a gift to residents from the Bloom-

ingdale Homeowners Association (BHA), kicked off Saturday, Nov.

22, at the Bloomingdale Golfers Club with beautiful clear weather
and attendance by nearly 500 residents. “Fun, fantastic, great, happy
to see it, and fabulous” were just a few of the many pdsitive com-
ments heard from residents throughout the day.

“We wanted to do something for everybody, not just kids or

adults,” explained event organizer and BHA board member, Jane
Lee. “This is the place where we live and we need to pull together as
neighbors and friends.”

Lee and co-organizer, Ray Chadderton of “The Chadderton
Group,” a Keller Williams realty company, did indeed have some-
thing for everyone. While children enjoyed a variety of activities,
including a bouncy castle, face painting, and a hula contest, adult
fest-goers listened to live music, provided by The Stilettos, a local
all-girl group. More than 35 businesses (see boxed insert) were on-
hand offering free merchandise and information about their roles
in the community. In addition, the Bloomingdale Fire Station and

Citizens Patrol provided static displays, popular sites for both adults -

and children.

Roy and Virginia Crenshaw, 21-year Bloomingdale West resi-
dents, said of the fest. “We love it. We have been to other things in -
the community years ago, and we are happy to see this event take -

place. We looked forward to coming today to see what’s new in
Bloomingdale.”

With the hope that Family Fest will become a Bloomingdale
tradition and a holiday “must-do” event, Chadderton said, “We hope
this event grows stron’gér and stronger every year. Bloomingdale is a
great community, and the more we do as a community, the better it

will be.”
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Thanks to:

Campo YMCA

Chadderton Group

The Tampa Tribune

Car Wash on the Greens

Signs by Mineo

Universal Healthcare,

M&I Bank,

Huntington Learning Center

Amorosa Cabinetry

Music Showcase

Cub Scout Pack 61

US Printing & Design

Data  Corps  Technology
Solutions

Allstate Insurance

Peterbrooke Choclatier

Tampa Bay Lightning Girls
& "Thunderbug”

Extra Space Storage

DJams Corp

Simple Sayings

Health Insurance of Florida

Partylite Consultants

The Greyhound Gang of
Florida

Chick-Fil-A

5/3 Bank, Verizon

The Stilettos )

MYPRO Golf Schools

Jim's Handy Home Service

HCSO Citizen's on Patrol

Hi]lsbordugh County Fire |
Department

Stonewood Grill & Tavern

Orange Home Accessories

Robeks Fruit Smoothies &
Healthy Eats and

Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association.

-
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. TinkerBell &
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Regularly -
$210.00

Now $160.00
Complete Set!

6299-- — .- §

5 Lithia Card & Gift GIEEERED
50% OFF All Cards, All The Time

. 3474 lLithia Pinecrest Road, Valrico « 813-651-2273

HOLIDAY BONUS COUPON

| S5 OFF $10 OFF $15 OFF $25 OFF
a $25 purchase* a $50 purchase* a $75 purchase* a $100 purchase* .

*See store for details. Must present coupon at time of purchase. May not be combined with any other offers or sale merchandise,
and cannot be used on special orders. Offer expires Dec. 24, 2008.
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Your Inside Connections
BLOOMINGDALE HOMEOWNERS - BLOOMINGDALE SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICT

ASSOCIATION INC. 3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594

PO Box 7221, Brandon, FL 33508 hone: (B13) SB4-66677 S0k &
Phone: (813) 681-2051 E-mail: bloom|ngdale.d|;tr|ct@ver|zon.net
E-mail; bloomingdale.homeowners@verizon.net Office hours: Monday through Thursday,

Meetings: first Tuesday each month, 7 p.m. 7 q.m..to bty Wy
" January meeting will be held Meetings: second Monday each month, 7 p.m.

the second Tuesday President: Thom Snelling

Web site: bloomingdalegazette.com e president.: dRussell Jones
President: Stanley Lee Tregsers Daic Weel

Vice president: Jim Harris Property manager: Al Devney
Secretary: Jane Lee Trustees: Joe Harless; Joe Liguori and James Laughlin

Treasurer: Dennis Osborn
Directors: Shelia Harris, Myron Magedanz and
George May

BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

THE BLOOMINGDALE

GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980

Post Office Box 7221
Brandon, FL 33508
Ph: (813) 681-2051
E-Mail: bloomingdale.homeowners@verizon.net
Web site: bloomingdalegazette.com

THE GAZETTE IS PUBLISHED BY SUNBELT NEWSPAPERS
Publisher: Denise Palmer -
505 W. Robertson St.,
Brandon, FL 33511
Ph: (813) 657-4511
Advertising: 647-4357
The Gazette is delivered free to
Bloomingdale residents along with
The Tampa Tribune on the first
Saturday of each month.

Scieen Roam

Vigit Gl ! A

glopronin

o Concrete ® Carports * Counter Sales
« Window replacements g .= 15, 2 el U
6412 South Highway 301 ° Hlv ew, FL 33578 00251547701
Call Far Free Estimates *(813) 677-8978 » 677-6540  Lic. #RX0059244

7 EXPERIENCED
"7 and RELIABLE

ERMATOLOGY

Most insurance plans accepted. NP tofaciallieatment

o A’C(;JVV’I:_/ gCAFFgR;eIg Py » Skin cancer diagnosis & surgery

405 W. Bloomingdale Ave. (813) 662-3376

www.brandondermatology.com g
I
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| MICRODERMABRASIONS : BOTOX

Forehead frown lines
' $ 30! m skin $ and Crowns avirage
20 units per area

ldmpa South Shore
12218 Balm Riversiew Rd

view, i] .‘\ 70

LOOMINGDALE

@ Bussh, Of Cuality” ...

Bloomingdale Resident INTERIOR/EXTERIOR |nsured
dodizopalt PRESSURE WASHING
S RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES
e 2 *ammm : Vfg|| 7:00 PM,
Holy Day 8:00, 5:30, 70
Advent Mission
? Decamber B-10:a1 Tpm nightly
a ug .t 0 r 1 Cc Fr, Tom Alleniday, SJ Fresenting

. é%é/»é(m,

Deeltrolie

Come foin us in worship MW.N""“

Charclh C Pl

Sunday
8:00, 9:30, 11:30, 5:30 PM.
Saturday Vigils
4:00 & 6:00 PM,

Reconciliation
3-3:45 PM, Sat. & 89 PM. Wed,

654-5646

Holy Day Masses

Penante Service offered December 8
5049 Bell Shoals Rd, Valrico

Dailgﬂﬂcu i
8:00 A.M, Mon.-5al,, 7:00 P.M, Wed.

{ic

com
&gt

LIVE IN THE MOMENT,

Andres Tobon, D.O. Enjoy the season. Bring your dog over durmg fast minute holiday i statspltencatholic.org
Board Certified shopping or lioliday trips. They are ready to play' 689-4900
Specializing in:
i’z:z ::f:em - All Day Play, Snooze The Night Away*
S Botor - Large Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
g N : ad
» Chemical peels - Spacious Cabins with Comfy Cots ‘___...----—-—"'“'""' 2
+ Restylane : - Live Camper Cams™ -THIB TAMPA' IRI BU
« Laser wrinkle reduction - Bedtime Campfire Tasty Treats g :
+ Customized skin care program - Certified Camp Counselors® . =
» Microdermabrasion g
Now Accernng New Paments, - « Mole removal =\ B
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An Annual Run With
ANew Cause

By LESLIE WHITE - »

The Bloomingdale Senior High School PTSA held its first annual
5K family run and walk event, raising $1,591.20 for the Blooming-
dale library attack victim. o,

. President Catrina Miller said, “We had an idea to have a run for
our fundraiser this year, and what happened to her is just close to all
our hearts. We felt we couldn’t do this without benefiting her.”

Between 150 and 200 participants registered for the event and
Bloomingdale’s cross country coach mapped out the 5K course along
the perimeter of the school. Fifty percent of the registration fees went
to the library victim, as did 100 percent of straight donations.

Chris Baker, PTSA memberships director, noticed the early
voters at the library were parking in the high school parking lot for
overflow, and approached them to let them know what the school
was doing that day. ’

“All we had to do was say who the proceeds were for and people
just donated. It was really amazing,” said Baker, “We really want to
say thank you to all those voters.” she said.

Friend of the victim’s family, Cheryl Zemina designed “Every-
one’s Daughter — Everyone’s Friend” bracelets bearing the date of
the attack, 4-24-08, and donated them to be sold at the event, with
100 percent of sales going back to help fund the victim’s rehabilita-
tion. Everyone-walked away with a prize, thanks to business partners
like Chick-fil-A on Causeway, owned by Tammy Holmberg, Mimi's

LoE Café and Wal-Mart. \
e, _ 4] Miller said, “This is our first
~—— | run, but we hope to make it an
annual event. We want to make

Photos by Leslic White
Above, Over 150 runners and walkers registered for the Tst
Annual Bloomingdale High School PTSA 5K family run/walk to
benefit the victim 6f April's brutal attack at the Bloomingdale
Public Library.

At left, The Chick-fil-A cow even turned out to lead the partici-
pants in a 5K run around the perimeter of the high school.

it a true community affair and
always donate to a community
issue.”

Bloomingdale cross country
runner Peter Henry finished-
the 5K with a time of 23.47.

Patriot Arms* %

“Specializing in Premium Firearms and Accessories”

FIREARMS FOR THE
DISCRIMINATING HUNTER

_ BLASER * SAUER * STEYR-MANNLICHER BENELL!
* WEATHERBY * SIGARMS » HBK GLOCK * KIMBER + WILSON ;
COMBAT FRANCHI » FN » NIGHT HAWK CUSTOM . B 2o
KNIVES -SCOPES BINOCULARS
GERBER * BENCHMADE « BUCK ZEISS « SWIFT MEOPTA = KAHLES :
KERSHAW ¢ CUSTOM KNIVESAND MORE .~ » SWAROVSKI AND MANY MORE!

P e o T R SRR e
Gift Card with purchase

: $4o of any gun ir?stock i

May not be used with any other offer or

caupon. Excludes consignment items.
Christmas Specials 12/31/08

GIFT
CERTIFICATES
NOW AYAILABLE!

- New & Used Guns » Knives |

S e g A R -4
tio & Shod Any item in store. ,
4 m & Shooting Gear | 100/0 OFF Inclgdes sale items.
* Gun m & HP" ! May not be used with any other offer or
. wrm Classes ! coupon. Excludes consignment items.
L= ]

New Years Specinls 1/31/09 _

- e e e - -

L
American Owned & Operated Serving Tamipa’s Security Needs Since 1997 -

Regular Store Hours: T-F 10- 6, Sat 10 - 5
221 E. Brandon Blvd., Brandon, FL 33511

-3651-ARMS (2767

00E2E08007-01 4

With a Great Cosmetic Dentist ..
‘What a difference 2 visits can makel

4 ke “It definitely matters who you go to,” says Lila.
s “| have been through an incredible amount of

dentistry. A well-qualified dentist is worth their
i - weight in gold. | should know. | had braces
=¥ twice.in my childhood; once during junior
high and then again in high school. My smile
has never really looked bad, but the braces
caused my gums to recede and expose the
roots. | ended up having gum grafts and five
root canals. My teeth began to stain because
there wasn't any enamel where the gums
had receded and when | bit down my teeth
were only coming together in the back. This
started a whole new set of problems including
headaches and sleep apnea. | needed help.
The doctor was able to make my temporary
teeth while my permanent crowns and veneers
were being crafted. | went from exasperated to
gorgeous and exhilarated in just two visits!”

4320 Bell Shoals, Valrico
Between Bloomingdale Ave: & Boyeite Rd.

(813) 689-1529

ScottArndldj DMD
www_MyArnoldSmile.com

0002594988-01
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A Gazette Report

Once again, the Blooming-
dale Homeowners Association is
hosting its annual luminary kit
sales contest.

The first kits of the - year
were sold on Nov. 22 at Family
Fest, a new event sponsored by
the Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association.

Beginning Dec. 1, the kits,
which contain supplies to make
20 paper-bag lanterns (candles,
matches, sand and bags) are $10
each and will be on sale for pur-
chase by calling (813) 681-2051
and by e-mailing bloomingdale.
homeowners@verizon.net.

The two neighborhoods
whose residents buy the most
luminary kits, .and the two
neighborhoods™ whose residents
purchase the highest percentage
of kits per household, will each
be treated to a drive-through
visit by Santa and Mrs. Claus on
Friday, Dec.19 at 6: p.m.

Proceeds from the sale will
benefit the B.J. Stelter Bloom-
ingdale Community Scholarship.
The objective of the scholarship
is to reward and encourage high
school seniors who live in the
Bloomingdale community and
attend Bloomingdale Senior
High School to pursue a collcgc
career, and to hoenor the exem-
plary efforts and outstanding
dedication of B.J. Stelter, prin-
cipal of Bloomingdale Senior
High School from 1991 - 2005.

Santa and Mrs Claus W|ll appear again this year.

The most exciting holiday

event, for the 21st year in a-

row, Santa will visit the children
of Bloomingdale! This year’s visit
will be held at a new location.
On Dec. 13th from 10 2.m.—3
p-m, Santa will be coming to

the Bloomingdale Golfer’s Club_

4113 Great Golfer’s Way, Val-
rico. Visits and photos with
Santa are free with a donation
of non-perishable food items
for charity. Last year, more than
100 children got to meet Santa
and give him their holiday gift
wishes. Luminary kits also may

located off of Natures Way at be purchased at that time.

Christmas Tree Trivia

With 25 to 30 million real Christmas trees sold in the U.S.
every yea;r, you just may want to make yourself “smart” this
season. If you missed last month’s Thanksgiving trivia, you
can still liven up your holiday conversations with a few facts
regarding one of our more enduring symbols of the holiday
season...the Christmas tree. A

Did you know that:

s Trees are grown in all 50 states, including Alaska and
Hawaii.

» The average growing time is 7 years.

* Oregon is the leading producer of Christmas trees.

» The top selling Christmas trees are: balsam fir, Douglas fir,
Fraser fir, noble fir; Scotch pine, Virginia pine, and white
pine.

« The official White House Christmas tree this year is a Fraser
fir from North Carolina.

 Christmas trees have been sold commercially in the United
States since about 1850.

« In 1856, Franklin Pierce, the 14th President of the United
States, was the first president to place a Christmas tree in the
White House.

« President Calvin Coolidge started the National Christmas
Tree Lighting Ceremony on the White House lawn in 1923.

 Thomas Edison’s assistant, Edward Johnson, came up with
the idea of electric lights for Christmas trees in 1882.

= An acre of Christmas trees provides for the daily oxygen
requirements of 18 people.

» In 1984, the National Christmas was lit on Dec. 13 with tem-
peratures in the 70s, making it one of the warmest tree light-
ings in history.

<In 1978, a live 40-foot Colorado blue spruce was transplanted
from York, PA, to its present site on the Ellipse, the grassy area
south of the White House.

All Pro i Barbers

www AllProBarbers com

Only the Best

are called

ALL PRO

CLAYTON PLAZA
Hwy. 60 & Kings Ave.

689-4240
ALBERTSONS PLAZA

Lithia Pinecrest & Bloomingdale

657-1600

OPEN: Mon. - Fri. 8 am - 7:30 pm
Saturday 8 am - 5 pm

@W;m what s new at
@%ﬁ@@m /?(d& i lome

' - C 2 ’ /
/fw the J{Mﬂéyd /4

Voted Best of Brandon
#1 Day Spa - 2005,2006, 2007, 2003

I"I - Tranquul Spa Packages + Youth Renewing Fadals
_ * Relaxing Massages + Luxury Manictires & Pedicures
Spa Waxing + De-aging Body Treatments -

+ Wellness Programs - Treatment Suites for Two W
Goonline for gift certificate purchases, tour of the spa, view our
new Signature Spa Treatments and Dream Escape Experiences!

www.DayDreamsDaySpa.com

' Atlantic Village Lakeside Village
& Brandon 813-657-2992  Lakeland 863-686-5859

#ME1507 | 0002613601-01
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With the purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses

2 i select fame and lenses)

| Purchase two complete pairs and receive your choice of two Canon Powershot A+70 Digital Cameras OR one l
Canon” PowerShot A 170 Camera and one Cagon SELPHY © CP770 Compact Photo Printer

||

- PEARLEVISIN

| We want you to see more.

| BRANDON ¢ PROVIDENCE SQUARE LAKELAND e LAKESIDE VILLAGE
’ | 1933 W. Brandon Blvd. (Next To Chili’s) 1371 Town Center Dr. (In Front Of Kohl’s)

813-681-8880 ; 863-413-0200

I J . Cannot be combined with Kids Everyday Offer, any other offer, previous -purchases, vision and insurance plans, readers or
ki " | non-prescription sunglasses. Valid prescription required. Valid only at participating locations. Additional restrictions may apply.
Offer expires 1/3/2009. [ - . k

llr ' ' Canon, PowerShot and SELPHY are registered trademarks of Canon Inc. in the United States and may be registered trademarks or
I ' trademarks in other countries. All other products and brand names are trademarks of their respective owners. No endorsement,
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| sponsorship or affiliation is intended or implied. *See store for additional details. -
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Artwork, Recreation Center
A Winning Combination

By LESLIE WHITE

For 13 years, Bloomingdale
West Recreation  Center- has
served the families in this area,
providing free after-school child
care and low-cost year-round
youth sports leagues on the
13 acre park. Director Donna
Clouse has been a part of it from
the bcgmmng

il opened the center herc in
1995,” she said. Reccntly a vote
on property taxes caused the

county to require a fee for child-

care effective January 2009.

The fee to attend the pro-
gram will be $20 per child per
week, with discounts ‘available
based on income as well as mul-
tiple child enrollment. Thete will
still be free middle school pro-
grams for sixth grade and higher.
Clouse believes the program is
still feasible for families, even in
these trying economic times.

“I think it’s a shame that after
our program has been free for

0 many years to have to charge.

now, but it’s v absolutely the

lowest cost program compared
to others,” said Clouse.

She also said that most par-
ents have reacted very positively
to the changes being made, one
of which is the center being
licensed. Another change Clouse
hopes to-have in place by January
is the hiring of two therapeutic
workers to help meet the needs
of the 12 special needs children
enrolled.

“You just can't get daycare for
what we offer,” she said.

The program houses 135 chil-
dren ranging in age from 6 to 15
and is very structured, giving the
kids some play time immediately
after school, then offering home-
work time, followed by game
time, either indoors or outdoors,
as well 4s art and music, depend-
ing on the day and the week.

“We're going to be cxpand-
ing our music program,’ said
Clouse. :

Currently the center has gui-

tars, bongos and maracas.

“The kids just love music,
and Dennis Chaney (recre-
ation leader) is very mus1ca]1y
inclined,” said Clouse.

The teens often brmg guitars
and Chaney teaches them the
basics and works to help them
improve. The center has an art
teacher that comes in two days a
week every other week.

“Miss Pam is teaching them
all sorts of different techniques,”
said Clouse. “The klds are get-
ting a lot out of it.”

Recently, the cluster of parks
in Hillsborough County held
a contest for the kids, allow-
ing six entries per rec-center.
Bloomingdale West had four
of their six entries chosen to be
displayed in Upper Tampa Bay
Park’s Christmas display. Rich-
ard Smith, Raeann Pitts, Julissa

Medina and Ashley Parady each_

won a $15 gift card for Wal-
Mart, and ‘each has the honor
of having their works of art on

YOUTH ATHLETIC FITNESS
WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
BODY SCULPTING
GENERAL CONDITIONING
b CLINICAL EXERCISE
L voGa

Personal Training
Men, Women &
Youth ages 13+

CALL FOR A 15-MINUTE ORIENTATION APPOINTMENT

(813) 681-3000

INDIVIDUALIZED REGIMENS
1 OR 2 PARTICIPANTS
1 -4 SESSIONS WEEKLY

| 1-HOUR, 40-MINUTE OR
30-MINUTE SESSIONS

| PROGRAM

Small Private Studio
Well Equip
Qualified Instructors

| STRUCTURED PROGRAMS |
| 2 TO 4 PARTICIPANTS PER

| 2 OR 3 CLASSES WEEKLY
| PROGRAMS SCHEDULED IN B
4-WEEK SEGMENTS

ped

NO CONTRACTS
NO MEMBERSHIPS
FEES COMMENSURATE WITH
LOCAL STANDARDS
SESSIONS STARTING AT
525,00

Photo by LESLIE WHITE
Bloomlngdale West Recreation Center Director Donna Clouse is pic-
tured in front of winning artwork created by students at the center
for a display in Upper Tarnpa Bay Park.

dlsplay for the season.

“We'll take the kids who
worked on them over to see the
display so they can experience it
for themselves,” Clouse said.

Aside from the after-school
program, the center also provides
year-round youth sports leagues. -
Currently, kids are playing court

hockey. Begmmng in December,
registration will opén up for bas-
ketball and cheerleading for ages
3-6 at a cost of $30 per child.
‘That season will run from Janu-

also offers T-ball, soccer, football
and cheerleading later in the

See CENTER, Page 22

ary through February. The center*

6 Mont/is
Same As Cas/i*

Plus a Free Programmable
Touch Screen Thermostat

when you purchase any Trane System
. from Ken Hope before December 31, 2008

r-#‘;éﬁ It's Hard To Stop A Trane* 6::::.;_
) )

- www.kenhopeac.com o
%J‘ KEN HOPE License #CAC043887 y
Z""-’ AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC. '.fx,l‘ 4
ET' Expect more from your independent Trane dealer. ;3.‘

671-2107 « 685-HOPE 1
11531 U.S. Hwy. 41 South N

*6 Months Same As Cash/é Months Delerred Payment - Finance Charges accrue from =
e the date of sale unless the Same As Cash plan balance is paid in full prior'to the Same “]
al As Cash expiration date, in which case they are waived, Regular credit terms apply alter "’-:
_43 the Same As Cash period expires. Annual Percentage Rate 17.90%. Minimum Finance |
,:; Charge: $2.00. (APR and Minimum Finance Charge may be lower in some states.) Terms ‘ i"
{E sybject to change without notice. Subject to credit approval. See Account Agreement =
4 for complete information and important disclosures. Other open-end and closed-end lf

[ credit plans may be available. Ask seller for details All credit plans subject to normal
\ credit policies.

\ Ay, 2 ORIy . t['e'.,'ﬁ Wiherr
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Holiday Happenings
At St. Andrew’s

By KIM AGUILAR
On Friday, Dec. 5, -the
St.  Andrew’s UMC Drama

Team will present, “Tis The
Season.” This funny and heart-
warming show is about a local
church group’s attempt to put on
a live Nativityon Christmas
Eve, and the antics that ensue as
the live animals get loose and the
police have to step in.

“You'll laugh the whole way
through till you get to the end,
where you just start to cry,” said
parishioner Lynn Nankervis. The
show will take place in the sanc-
tuary at 7 p.m. For further infor-
mation, contact Brenda Gibbs at
brendagibbs@verizon.net.

On Sunday, Dec. 7, during the
9:50 a.m. Contemporary Service,
there will be a Christmas Cel-
ebration. Experience a morning
of glorious praise, and worship
Christmas - favorites with the
Praise Team, choir and orchestra.

On Dec. 10, please join us

thn I:y MARY KNOWLTON

Children performing in last year’s musical.

for “A Celebration of Lessons
& Carols.” Dinner will begin at
5:30 p.m. followed by a special
evening of Lessons & Carols
in the sanctuary at 7 p.m. For
dinner reservations, please call
the church at (813) 689-6849
or visit standrewsbrandon.org by
Dec. 9 at noon. Dinner price for
adults is $6, children $4, 3 and
under free. The carols at 7 p.m.
are free.

Finally, on Dec. 24, St

" Andrew’s hosts its Christmas
* Eve celebration, “O’Holy Night.”

There is a family service at 4:30
p-m., contemporary service at
6:30 p.m., and traditional services
at 8:30 and 11 p.m.

St. Andrew’s UMC is located
at 3315 Bryan Road. For more
information please visit StAn-
drewsBrandon.org, or call (813)
689-6849.

Your Tax Dollars
And The BSTD

By DAVID P, WEST

What do you and the taxing
district do for our community? As
a Trustee for the Bloomingdale
Special Taxing District for the
past six years, I have heard that
question many times. I take great
pride in explaining how seven
volunteers sit on ‘the Bloommg—
dale Special Taxing District in
the elected county position of
Trustee. Trustees are officials who
work together to allocate your tax
dollars for the beautification and
maintenance of Bloomingdale’s
common areas.

There is more to maintaining
the common areas of Blooming-
dale than most people think. One
of the primary duties of the trust-
ees is to work together to pro-
pose and set the yearly budget.
The yearly budget must cover
the expense of the contracts for
the firms- that are hired to keep
Bloomingdale attractive.

The budget for fiscal year 2009
which runs from Oct. 1, 2008 to
Sept. 30, 2009 is $728,905. This
money will be spent on day-to-

day needs to support and beautify
Bloomingdale. Contracts that are
necessary for our community’s
needs include contracts for prop-
erty.- management, landscaping,
irrigation repairs, office rent and
painting. Money also is spent on
capital improvements- such as
benches, wells, irrigation systems
and community signage. The
budget is proposed by the BSTD
to the Hillsborough County
Commissioner’s office who has
the final approval on our budget.

I have been asked to update
Bloomingdale’s residents in
the coming months on what
takes place during our monthly
meetings. On behalf of the
entire Board of Trustees, I want
to encourage you to attend our

monthly meetings. We meet at °

7 p.m. on the second Monday
of each month at 3509 Bell
Shoals Road, which is in the
CITGO  Business Center
across Bell Shoals Road from
Wal-Mart. T hope to see you
soon at one of our upcoming
monthly meetings." -

OF BRANDON

- REMODELING
e ROOM ADDITIONS
* SCREEN ROOMS

The Brandon News & Tribune Readers’ Poll ‘08

* LANAI! SCREENING

*« GUTTERS

* HOME REPAIR
¢ KITCHENS

* BATHS

Shingle |

Roofing & Construction Services, Inc.

Did you know we also offer

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES?...

NEW ROQFS
RE-ROOFS

ROOF REPAIRS
LEAK DETECTION
ROOF INSPECTIONS
STORM REPAIRS

813-661-4600

www.SHINGLE-MASTERS. com
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Cimino Elementary School Takes
Green Team School-Wide

Last school year, five teach-
ers started a “Green Team”’ to
help reduce electricity costs at
the school as well as promote
caring for the environment.
Myrs. Swindell, Mrs. Scallan, Dr.
Hannett, Mrs. Platt, and Mirs.
Buck set out to promote learn-
ing across different grade levels.
These children worked together
on several projects: reading the
electric meter, setting up recycle

bins, and monitoring light usage
through random light checks.
They even took an after school
field trip to the landfill to see
where all their garbage went.
At holiday time, they made
crafts by reusing things like old
puzzle pieces to make a rein-
deer magnet.  The culminat-

ing activity by the Green Team
was a Global Summit: display
for the entire school. Children

researched each continent and
their environmental problems
including  endangered  ani-
mals. Then, they created a live
museum for the-school to' tour.
After such an impressive display
and wan overwhelming interest
from fellow teachers, the Green
Team knew they had to take the
next step.

This year each homeroom
class chose one representative to
attend meetings twice a month
after school with the Green
Teams’ teachers. That student
is responsible for reporting the
information back to students in
their class.

Nov. 16, the Green Team rep-
resentatives prepared for record
crowds at the festival. Knowing
that drinks packaged in bottles
and cans would be sold, students
created recycling bins. Three
large boxes were labeled to de-
posit their empty plastic water
bottles. They also decorated
labels for trash cans to hold
empty cans for recycling.

At our first meeting, students learned about the importance of turn-
ing off lights when they are not being used. They made foam light
bulbs for each classroom reminding them to turn the lights off. The
team challenged each class to replace bulbs with the energy efficient
bulbs. Students are bringing in empty packages of the CFL bulbs to
prove they're becoming energy wise. The class that changes the most
bulbs earns a prize.

We Invite You To Enjoy The Private Club Experience
NO ASSESSMENTS

NO INITIATION FEE

NO DUES INCREASI

NO MINIMUMS

All Monthly Dues Reduced

® Family Playground

® Large Clubhouse with Banquet Space
® Wireless Internet Access-
e 24 Hour Access Fitness Center

® PGA USTA Professional Instructlon

® Joe Lee Championship 18 Hole Course
® Reciprocal Golf Privileges At 14 Clubs
¢ Tour Quality Practice Facilities

® Tennis Center 8 Lighted Har Tru Courts
® Junior Size Olympic Pool

GOLFTRAIL
One Membership 14 Clubs
www.floridagolftrail.com

(sh (ot Our 4SOME BONUS OFFER

Fiom

Please Contact David Witt, General Manager

877-947-2772
gm@riverhillscountryclub.com

3943 New River Hills Parkway, V

COouU \ETEY C1LUB

‘alrico FL. 33596

www. riverhillscountryclub.com




BLOOMIN’ IN BLOOMINGDALE

Poinsettias Are

By JOY BOISSELLE

Christmas is just a few weeks
away and many residents are hard
at work stringing lights, hang-
ing decorations, and “decking
the halls” for the holidays. While
the Christmas tree is arguably
the most popular natural decora-
tion of the season, the poinset-—

" tia, or the Christmas flower, is

not far behind. According to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture,
the many-hued poinsettia is the
number one potted plant grown
in the United States, and more
than 50 million poinsettias are
expected to be sold this holiday
s€ason

Consumers ca.n,choose from

red to pink to white, and an end-

less array of dyed varieties in
blues, purples, greens, many fea-
turing glitter, ribbons, and other
marketing gimmicks. With over

100 varieties to choose from, red,

however, is still the season’s'most
selected color.
Legend has it that a poor

Mexican girl on her way to
Christmas services had no gift

' to offer the Christ child. In des-

peration, she picked weeds by the
side of the road, thinking any gift
would be better than to go empty
handed. As she laid the weeds on
the nativity altar; they burst in to
beautiful red blooms. The people
named the flowers, Flores de
Noche Buena, or Flowers of the
Holy Night.

Joel Poinsett, the first United
States Ambassador to Mexico,
brought the native Mexican
plant to the United States in
1825. Poinsettias were so named

_in his honor. After his death on

December 12, Congress approved

National Poinsettia Day, a dffy set

aside to enjoy the beauty of the
unique plant,

Poinsettias are . available in

many local stores with prices for
small plants starting at an eco-
nomical $2.50 to $3.00. Larger
plants average $10 and up.

No matter the cost, selecting a

~ Number One Holiday Plant

fresh poinsettia is-key to enjoying
its beauty throughout the holiday
season. You should look for dark

and green foliage along the stem,

completely colored bracts (the
flower), and a good and balanced

- shape such that the diameter of

the plant is two and a half times
taller than its container. In addi-
tion, make sure the leaves are free
from wilting and drooping, the
soil is not waterlogged, and the
plant is not covered with yellow
pollen, a sure sign the plant is less
fresh.

How you take care of the plant
after purchase will determine the
length of your enjoyment. Tem-
perature, light, and water are ‘the
three miost important care issues.

First, household temperatures
should be at 70 degrees or lower.
Do not place the plant where it
nay be exposed to temperature
extremes, such as a window sill
or fireplace. With our milder
winters, poinsettias may also be
placed outside as long as temper-

JOY BOISSELLE/ Gazette Photo

Bloomingdale Wal- Mart People Greeter and uncanny Santa look-
a-like, J.I. and “that’s it,” inspects the store’s first crop of poinsettia
offerings. J.I. will become Santa for two weekends before Christmas
at Wal-Mart. For details, call the store at 681-8136. -

atures are 55 degrees or higher.
Second, look for a location that
provides at least 6 hours of indi-

rect natural light. And finally;

keep the poinsettia’s soil moist by
watering when the top soil layer
feels dry. Discard any excess water

from the containér bottom.

Now, you know poinset-
tia basic survival requirements,
National Poinsettia Day is just
around the corner...surprise
someone with the holiday sea-
son’s most dramatic plant.

merchandise for Buc Furs, “Noles, Gators, Canes, USF Bulls & Lightning

All Day Sat., Dec. 6 & Sun., Dec. 7 ONLY

30% OFF Entire Purchase.

Not to be combined with other discounts or offers.

SHOWROOM FOR

e (S Do

BUCS STUFF & MORE
(813) 657-2470 | 435 E. Brandon Blvd.
Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm; Sun. 9am-1pm
Gitt Ideas for vour Sport Fan
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By PETE MAURER
Bloomingdale Community
Resource Deputy

and
SANDY CAPITANO
Bloomingdale Community
Service Officer

Can you believe it, Thanks-
giving is history‘ and now
Christmas and the New Year
are just around the corner?

Continuing to make your
holiday seasons safe and secure
can be as simple as following
some very basic steps. When
you are away from home,
whether you're traveling or just
running errands locally, enjoy
the excitement of the season
but be constantly aware of
your surroundings and lock up
your valuables. Follow the “30
Second Rule.” Remember that

in less than 30 seconds, a thief

can shatter your car window,
reach inside and remove any
valuables you left in the open.

These wvaluables can as
simple as some old CDs or
pocket change. It doesn’t always
have to be holiday packages.
Thieves also gain access to any
personal information you leave
in your car.

So, slow down, take time to
protect yourself and really be
able to enjoy the holidays.

LAW

HOLIDAY TRAVEL

Most of us will be doing
some - traveling this holiday
season, either shopping, going
to holiday. parties or visiting
friends and family out of town.
During the holidays the volume
of travel and the number of driv-
ers increases.

Follow the basic steps we all
know that can help keep you and
your family alive. Buckle up in
your car and give 100 percent
attention to your driving. Don't
be dlstracted It’s dangerous out
there. Our communiity has lost
too many teens in driving acci-
dents ‘and, in most cases, the
victims were not wearing their
seatbelts.

Of the millions of driv-
ers traveling our roads over the
holidays, some need our special
attention and also are the ones
we must not copy. Watch out for
the following:

SLEEPY DRIVERS

According to the National
Sleep Foundation, over “half”,

. that’s 50 percent, of the nation’s

drivers — the actual number is 51
percent — admit to driving tired
or drowsy, and push themselves
too far..

ENFORCEMENT

Tips For Staying Safe This Holiday Season

We've all done it. One spe-
cial group is those drivers 18
— 29 years old. Nearly one-quar-
ter, 24 percent, of this. group
reported that they have actually
fallen asleep at the wheel. These
drivers are also impatient, drive
faster and feel more stressed.
Watch out for them. They usu-
ally speed up, then slow down or
weave back and forth, just like a
drunk driver.

DISTRACTED DRIVERS

With cell phones and texting
and other new technological
advances available, more driv-
ers are allowing themselves to
be more distracted. These driv-
ers have become such a serious
problem and not all new traf-
fic laws cover their dangerous
habits. Many law enforcement
officers will now note “driver
distracted” on accident reports.
Your insurance companies can
then increase your rates for these
types of citations.

The types of distractions
noted could fill a book, many are
just crazy. They cover everything
from cell phones, eating, putting
on makeup, changin} clothes,
talking to passengers, reading,
shaving and now even watching

videos or working on a laptop
computer.

Concentrate on your driving
like your life depends on it. It

does.

DRUNK DRIVERS

These are some of the most
dangerous drivers. Over 40 per-
cent of all traffic fatalaties are
alcohol related. Drunk drivers
are very unpredictable, can be
very aggtessive and usually aren’t
the ones that get injured seri-
ously.

Wiatch for the common signs
displayed by this type of driver
— weaving back and forth, driv-
ing very slowly or even driving in
the emergency lane line. .

If you notice someone driving
like this, avoid them. Contact
local law enforcement if you see
them. And please, don't be one
of them.

AGGRESSIVE DRIVERS
The holidays can be very

stressful and some drivers take
that stress with them behind the
wheel. If you are driving near a

Deputy Pete Maurer

driver that becomes aggressive,

do not confront them or aggra-
vate them. They can very unpre-
dictable. You don’t know if they
are armed or drunk or on drugs.
Many drugs will make drivers
very aggressive and unpredict-
able. Back away, avoid eye con-
tact, don't flash your lights or
show any aggression yourself.

Avoid all of these types of
drivers and definitely don’t be
one of them! Protect yourself
and your family by wearing your
seatbelts and insuring all young
children are in properly installed
car seats or booster seats.

From all of us at the Hills-
borough County Sheriff’s Office
have a safe holiday season! -

S5 OFF |

Full Service 0il change |

| While You Stay in Your Car |
111/08

520 OFF

Brake
Service

1/1/08

3231 Lithia Pinecrest Road

57 OFF

Tire Rotation
~ and Balance

510 OFF

| Transmission Flush
1/1/09

KEEP YOUR RETIREMENT ON SOLID GROUND
EVEN IFTHINGS AT WORK ARE UP INTHE AIR.

| Dan Sammons, CLU®
Financial Advisor
3616 Erindale Drive
Valrico, FL 33596
Office 813-681-1462

To make sense of your retirement savings alternatives,
call today.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

dan.sammons@edwardjones.com
Brandon's Best Financial Planning 2005, 2006, 2007 & 2008
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Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Star Light! Star Bright!
First Gift We Paint Tonlgh'rl

Paint til Ya Faint Event
friday, Dec. 12
Open il Il p.m.!

-
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" Mon-Fri 8am-6pm = Sat 8am-5pm ‘ élfﬁ
813-643-7200 cemgc%gs
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December is a month steeped
in tradition and one of ours is
the 12 Cookies of Christmas.
Throughout the month I bake
excessively, and we eat excessively.
I do some of this at a friend’s
cookie exchange each year, where
we gather with our cookie dough,
bake, eat and talk! If you're
attending a cookie exchange or
even if you just bake at home, this
column will give new ideas. The
cookies I bake aren’t always sweet,
some are savory and I'm giving
you one of each to satisfy all the
taste buds. So this month; let’s
have “Dessert @ 6”7, with each of
the treats having six or less ingre-

dients, which will help us wedge

in some baking between all that -

shopping and wrapping!

Cheese Crisps

% |b. extra sharp cheddar
cheese

2 sticks butter

2 c. all purpose flour

2 c. Rice Krispies

Y t. salt

% - 1 t. cayenne pepper
(depending on tastes)

Dinner @ 6

6 ingredients, 6 servings or 6 hours in the crock pot

These recipes will help your family have dinner @ 6!

Grate cheese into large bowl.
Place sticks of butter in bowl
with cheese. Let stand at room
temperature until both are soft.
Cream together butter and
cheese very well; add flour, salt
and cayenne pepper. Mix will;
stir in Rice Crispies. Roll about
1 tablespoon of mixture into a
ball. Place on cookie sheet and
press with the tines of a fork.
Bake at 325 degrees for 15-20
minutes, watching carefully
after 15 minutes to make sure
they don’t overcook. These will
not brown, but should be crispy,
not soft.

Now for the sweet! These
remind me of the date nut roll
my grandmother used to make
and they are so deliciously dif-
ferent, yet extremely quick and
easy to make. They will also
help use up the rest of the box
of Rice Crispies you bought
to make the Cheese Crisps.

The great thing about the next,

recipe is that it’s all done on the
stovetop — no baking!

Date Crisps
1 stick butter -
2 c. Rice Krispies
1 (8 oz.) pkg. chopped
dates
1 c. brown sugar
1 c. chopped pecans
Powdered sugar

In a medium saucepan, place
butter, brown sugar and dates.
Cook over medium heat until
butter and sugar melt. Add Rice
Crispies and chopped pecans,
stirring to combine. Cool until
mixture "is warm_enough to
touch. Form mixture into 1”balls
and roll in powdered sugar.

Stop by the Web site this
month and discover some new
treats and goodies to add to
your holiday menu. And while
you're there, share a few of your
own traditions and the recipe for
your favorite cookies. My wish is
that you all will have a wonder-
ful, memorable, not to mention,
delicious Christmas season!

Simple. Satisfying. Savory.
That’s this month’s dessert @ 6!
Until next month ...

Leslie White can be reached
by emailing: lwhite_blooming-
dalegazette@yahoo.com.

PHOTO BY Leslie White
The key to success with Cheese Crisps is to let the cheddar cheese
and sticks of butter completely soften before attempting to shape
them into balls.

For more recipes visit Dinner
@ 6 online at www.dinnerar6-
lesliewbhite. blogspot.com. Read-
ers are invited fto share their
quick &F easy meal solutions,
comments and ideas.

YOUNG CHEFS’
ACADEMY

{3)
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Family Fun Events

- Birthday Parties Weekly Cooking Classes  Chefs Club  Field Trips

Winter Camp

.... More!

Holiday Cook & Care Event supports ECHOI

Holiday Bread Making
Fri, Nov 7 from 5:30-7 pm

Holiday Pie Baking
Fri,Nov 21 from 5:30-7 pm

Cuitures, Customs & Holiday Sweets

r
A& ?
JY

]

Gingerbread & Pizza Party (Age 10+)
Sunday, Dec 7 from 5:30-8:30 pm

l"loindumegerbnadl-hmFm’llegm

7i, Dec 12, call to reserve a family table time

== :
(8]

Stop by Young Chefs Academy for a FREE holiday
_ Open House featuring festive holiday activities for kids.
Please bring a bag of non-perishable groceries for ECHO.

Scturday December6 IOam noon

ECHO is Brandon s Emergency Care Help Orgamzahon

Sat, Nov 29 from 9 am - noon
Gingerbread House Class

Sat, Dec 6 frorn 2-3:30 pm

Cookie Workshop & Pizza Parties

Sat, Dec 13 from 10am - 1 pm
Mon, Dec 22 from 10am - 1 pm

1576 Bloomingdale Avenue, just west of Bloomingdale High ...

Spirit of the Season Family Night

Make Ginge 3 Sl

Fri. Dec 19, call to reserve a family table time
Winter Camp & New Yeer's Party
Fabulous cooking camp and New Year’s Party

with countdown, games, party favors and fun!
Mon-Wed, Dec 29-31,9 am-noon each day

(813) 643-7025

www.YoungChefsAcademy.com/brandon
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By MACK AUSTIN

At the November Sheriff’s
Bloomingdale Area Commu-
nity Council (BACC) meeting,
members and several guests
were privileged to have two
special members of the Sher-
iff’s Office who are very active
in helping make our commu-
nity safer and more secure.
Detective Marc Wilder, from
the Sheriff’s Special Investiga-
tive Division, Gang Enforce-
ment Section and Sgt Richie
Shannon, from the Sheriff’s
District IV Patrol Section,

‘briefed members on a very

critical aspect of life in our
world of today - gangs.

We all know that education
is one of the most important
steps in solving or improving
any area of our lives. Having a
safe and secure community is
a goal we all want to achicve
and maintain. As Detective

Even in Bloomingdale,
'The Gangs All 'Here

- Wilder stated, “Having a safe -

and secure community takes
the cooperative efforts of both

law -enforcement .and active

residents being informed and
vigilant! It takes a continuous
team cffort to make the differ-
ence.’
Yes, there are gangs active
in Hlllsborough County and in
ourcommunity. As part of their
briefing, Detective Wilder and
Sgt Shannon shared the fol-
lowing facts:
« In just over a year the number
of active gangs in Hillsbor-

ough County has risen from.

87 to 156. This is why the
Sheriff has established one of
the nation’s first special sec-
tions dedicated to enforcing
gang activity. '

* The age range of gang mem-

bers is from 7 years old, yes

that’s 7 years old, to 80 years

old. All gangs are constantly

recruiting new members.

* The largest age group is from
16 to 23 years old. This is
why parents with children
in middle and high school

- need to become aware and

know the signs and actions
to watch for in their children
that relate to possible gang
membership.

There are over 3,200 active
gang members that are cer-
tified members based on
Florida Department of Law
Enfotcemént (FDLE) crite-
ria.

Most of the activities of gangs
are- 1]_lega1 Being in-a gang
can increase the sentencing
of a criminal.

Effective Oct. 1, 2008, all
gang members must register
just .like sex offenders, and
those convicted of violent
crimes will have their gang
membership noted on -their

Serving Families Since 1960

STOWERS
FUNERAL HOME

dI'lVCl'S license.

* The most dangerous mem-
bers of gangs can be the new
members or gang want-a-
bes because they still have to
prove themselves worthy of
being in a gang.

* Areas like Bloomingdale and ~

the surrounding communities
are ideal for gang criminal

* activities such as robberies -

Lor burglaries because of the
 easy pickings and easy targets
when residents leave their
garage doors open and their
vehicles unlocked.
* Florida is number two in the
nation in drive-by shootings.
What can you as residents

do to help reduce the affects -
of gang activity in our com--

munities? Take the followmg

actions:

* Become more aware of suspi-
cious activities in your neigh-
borhoods.

* Get to know your neighbors
and look out for each othet.

* Know who your kids are

hanging out with.

* Get to know the parents of
the kids your kids hang out
with.

* Parents, get educated on the
signs to watch-for in your kids
as it relates to gang member-
ship. Many gang members are
from nice homes. Many gang
members joined out of “being
bored.” The Web offers a
wealth of information.

* Take the steps to properly
secure your homes and vehi-
cles.

* Report any incidents of graf-
fiti - the territorial markings
for gangs, take photos and
then have it covered up.

* Do not try to openly confront
gangs. They are dangerous.

To report gang activity or

for information call 1-877-
~GANG  OUT...1-877-426-

4688

You all work hard to have
nice neighborhoods in safe and
secure communities. Do your
part to kept them that way! =~

Serving Bloomingdale for over 8 years

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
szc.muzmc; IN FULL DETAIL
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» Landscape Desngn &
tallation

LIS

- 401 West Brandon Blvd. Brandon, FL 33511
813-689-1211 » www.stowersfh.com
Herb S. Popple Funeral Director, General Manager
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Magazine Drive a Huge Success

Photo by JOLIE HARRIS

" Burns Middle School's Main Event Party was held on Frlday Oct. 24, 2008. The event was held for
students in grades sixth through eighth who sold more than five magazine subscriptions. The magazine
drive was very successful as the total sales reached $55,471. The profits from the fundraiser will sup-
port copy expenses, Spring Field Day and team needs.

Bulls Baseball Team To
Host 13th Annual Golf
~ Tournament

The Bloomingdale Bulls Baseball Team is having their13th Annual
Golf Tournament. Bulls Baseball is looking for corporate sponsors,
golfers, donations and door prizes for the event.

Your corporate sponsorship or donation to our baseball program is
greatly appreciated and will be recognized at our tournament as well as
throughout the upcoming 2009 baseball season.

The tournament will be held at River Hills Country Club on
Monday, Dec. 22, 2008, with a 12:30 p.m. shotgun start. The cost is
$100 per player and sponsorship packages are available from $200 to
$2500.

Join us at River Hills Country Club’s award winning course for a
great day and a great way to support the Bulls baseball program. There
will be door prizes, dinner, awards, player gift bags, sports memorabilia
and lots more.

For more information, contact Brenda Acquaviva at (813) 643-
5833. Deadline for play registration is Dec. 15, 2008.

And The Winner Is...

No trick, just a treat for one Brandon family on Oct. 31. Larry
and Geralyn Keys claimed the $43-million Florida Lotto jackpot
after presenting the winning ticket to lottery authorities. The win-
ning ticket was drawn Sept. 20 at the Publix on Lithia-Pinecrest
and kept shoppers and area residents wondering if the money would
be claimed or not. The Keys opted for a lump sum payment of

$24,638,627.33, which was officially claimed by The Keys Family

Revocable Trust, according to lottery officials.

J

Test drive the club
that mcludes all the options!

Try us for 12-months at $180
per month*
Join Buckhorn Springs
o -_' F&Iﬂt&ﬁh&ﬂ December 31, 2008 and
" Your Inmatron is waived*!

Bucl\hmn Spl ings (ﬂ)li & Country Club
2721 South Miller Road * Valrico, F1. 33596
www.buckhornsprings.net

'Buckhorn Springs Golf & Coimtry Cilul")”’ '

RATING OUR 4 |
__ YEARl ik

’ |

Your membership includes:

Free Range Balis
Free Bag Storage
Free Practice Facility
Free Golf Handicap
$17 Cart Fees
?—day advance tee times

 Dinner Service Avallable
‘Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner & Buffet Service Offered
mmemmwm
wmhmmmmm___ ambers

or youl

813-689-7769

~
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As low as *1 a Day

protects your family, home,
possessions & peace of mind.

Our Free Alarm Package Includes:

12 Door/Window Sensors
1 Pet Friendly Mofion Defector
Master Control Panel ® Keypad
Siren @ Baftery Backup ¢

Hyperlink Security
(800) 743-7043

ELECTRONIC
PROTECTION
BY

1-800-743-7043

Call for details on our fees and terms

Quality Workmanship .
All Phases - All Applications
Interior » Exterior * Pressure Cleaning

WE MEET OR BEAT OUR
COMPETITORS PRICES

813.661.9006

License #PA 2653 « Bonded & Insured
16 Years In Bloomingdale

Q. z/f CHLCHCC

. t"(fﬂ’//(‘/'/ ce

Call for an appointment
to register your dancer.

THE
DANCE
CENTER

Residence of

e Moyviany & Mi

Brandon 'Ballet e YounG CliliDREN
161 E. Bloomingdale Avenue ! Il;\/Am o
! : ol * Priatirg
Brandon, FLL

® PRi:-PROVIESSIONAI
-www.brandonballet.org - * PROFESSIONAI

E-mail: dance@brandonballet.org

(813) 684-4282

Alice Holden Bock, Director

¢ Limited Class Size
Offering the highest caliber of
professional dance educators
to help your dancer
achieve their best,

* Soructured Curriculum
o Graded System ® Professional Staff

» Combinacion Cli

@ Suturduy Classes ® Ages 3 = Adults

Bulls
Scare Up
Some
Football
Fun

By LESLIE WHITE

_ Bulls fever spiked in Bloom-
ingdale when the football team
headed to the playoffs for the
first time in the school’s history.
A Halloween night win against
the Brandon Eagles secured the
Bulls their first ever, post-season
appearance. The Bulls finished
the season with a 6-4 record,
another first for the high school
that has waited since 1987 for its
first winning season. Fans and
players hailed Head Coach Jason
Stokes as the man who inspired
it all. His players surrounded him
after the win against Brandon
with hugs, praise and even tears.
Senior linebacker C. J. Curran
told his parents, Tim and Donna
Curtan, “T knew we could turn
things around and make his-
tory!” Minutes after the 27-22
win over Brandon, C.J.’s mom,
Donna said, “CJ. believed in
himself and in his team and this
is just awesome!” The Bulls lost
to the Lakeland Dreadnaughts
in the district playoffs.

The Bloomingdale Bulls and
cheerleaders lift their signed
horns as the band plays the alma
mater, a tradition after each
football game.

Fans turned out in droves at the
Bloomindale/Newsome game,
decorating Wolves' territory with
signs hailing Coach Stokes and
his Bulls.

Photos by LESLIE WHITE
Halloween night brought a treat to Bulls fans with a 27-22 win over
the Brandon Eagles, securing Bloomingdale a much anticipated spot
in the playoffs. ; ;

'




No matter what
the occasion...

9 Hajk Touch Clean Cleaners

25 YEARS IN BUSINESS

20% OFF:20" OFF

ENTIRE ORDER " ENTIRE ORDER
Shirts & Dry cleanlng T | Shirts & Dry Cleaning

Validonmmmlnnomomy 11 Vanﬂonlmnmgerdmﬂtﬂy
~ No Exceptions. No Combining Coupons. " No Exceptlions. Nqunblnlngcuupons

COUPON mu 1[!!03

20% UFF 20" OFF

ENTIRE ORDER " Wedding Gowns, Comforters, !
Shirts & Dry Cleaning !! Blankets, Alterations, Drapes !

. Valid on Incoming Orders Only.
Valid on Incoming Orders Only.
! No Exceptions. No Combining Coupons. 1 N"E"WMM deﬂﬂfﬁ-ﬂﬂ i
1

i COUPON EXPIRES 1/2/09 1§

- ajk Touch Cleanes

APOLLO BEACH ¢ 220 Apollo Beach Bivd..........645-1499
BLOOMINGDALE e 3513 Bell Shoals Rd........... 654-9292
BLOOMINGDALE e 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest........... 694-8113

BRANDON 913 W. Brandon Bivd................. 684-4499
BRANDON e 11393 Causeway BIVd ................. ..643-6944
LITHIA ¢ 16707 FishHawk BIVd..............ccocrmrcces 654-7991
PLANT CITY © 2621 Thonotosassa Rd.............. 752-6631
RVERVIEW o 11697 BoyeteRd...............672-1832
RIVERVIEW 13414 Boyette Rd. ... New ......... 657-8497
RIVERVIEW ¢ 13196 Hwy 301 S.......ocoovccerrcen 671-4156
SEFFNER © 1515 N. Parson AVe .........ccccccnenee 684-5897
VALRIGO 1985 E. Brandon Bivd .....................694-2324

VALRICO © 2511 SR.G0E. ......ooovcreercserirssnrn 643-4825

0002612137-01
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TALK

town newspaper that
seeks to reach out to our

community. Monthly,
residents and those who
work in our community
will be asked a question
(some lighthearted, some

DECEMBER, 2008 + BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE + &5

serious), and asked to
respond. Do you have a
question you would like
to have asked? E-mail

Chris- “I wish for a Carib-
bean cruise, so we could spend
family time together in a tropi-
cal setting.” :

Julia- “T would want my own
ride in my backyard like a merry-
go-round, or— a cell phone.”

Josh- “I want-to go to every
place in the world; I want to

explore. And. I want a Wii.”

AROUND T OWN
ByJOY BOISSELLE
“Talk around Town” is Josh (7), Chris, and
a section of your home- Julia (9) Harbord
Fox Run residents

your suggestions to Al\?llijl}('a(él)’ gm and
: ; yla (9) Akers
InBloomingdaleNews@ Springlake residents 18 ;
tampabay.rr.com. 2 ; Steven Rodriguez,
This month: Dani- “If I could really get any- Assistant Golf Professional,
= : | thing...even something impos- Bloomingdale Golfers Club
I_f you could have | sible...it would be one more day :
anything for with my Mom who passed away “My outlook on life is very positive. I wish
# ; | 10 years ago.” for even more happiness in my marriage,
- Christmas this year, _Abb}" “I would ]j_ke an iPod * many years of health,.to improve my golf
what would be this YeaLes0; I C(:,llld listen to my game, a new home soon, and a big Porsche in
on the top qu o muls\;lc'll:y inysfllf o ]:ik ; the driveway for my wife.”.
. Mikayla- “I wo € a dog,
€ - * %» . . s
wish list’? but my sister is allergic.

T

P L

* Visit Mon -Fri by appointment
Saturday 11-5, Sunday 1-4

Exclusive Gated Community ® 43 One-Acre Home Sites
Community Park ¢ Top Rated Schools  Fishhawk Area in Lithia
Builders: '
Bartlett Custom Homes ® Jeffrey Homes

Your Approved Builder Welcome

689-7030
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It Is Time To Check 'i'hé Clocks
'On Your Sprinkler Systems

When you turned your clock
back, did- you remember to
check the timer on your spnn-
kler system?

Homeowners and business
owners who have automatic
sprinkler systems should check
the timers, so they won't risk a
fine by watering at the wrong
time. If your system has a back-
up battery that you haven't
changed in awhile, now would
be a good time to do that, as
well.

Wiatering ofestablished lawns
and landscaping in unincorpo-
rated Hillsborough County is
allowed one day week, based
on a property’s address. All
watering must be accomplished
before 8 a.m. or after 6 p.m.

The SouthwestFloridaWater
Management District recently
tightened water restrictions for
Hillsborough, Pasco and Pinel-

las counties, sp.it’s worth the
few minutes it takes to check
and reset the timer. Violating
the restrictions means a fine of *
$100 for the first offense, $200
for the second and so on; lead-
ing up to $500 for the fifth and

_succeeding violations. Non-pay-

ment will result in a summons
to appear before a code enforce-
ment special magistrate.
Among some of the high-
lights of the tighter restrictions,
in place through June 30, 2009:
* Watering plants and land-
scaping by hand or with a low-
volume drip irrigation system

mends homeowners take what
stcps they can to avoid an
increase in lawn and landscap-
ing water use, such as postpon-
ing plans to replace sod and
plants:

For complete information
on what day you can water, call
(813) 275-7094 for a recorded
message, visit hillsborough-
county.org/water and click on
the “Restrictions & Conserva-
tion” button, or call the Water
Conservation Team at (813)
274-6800 during regular busi-
ness hours.

(2

must be accomplished before 8
a.m. or after 6 p.m.
 Decorative outdoor foun-
tains and waterfalls may be
operated only four hours a day.
The hours of operation must be
posted.
. » SWFWMD also recom-

excited about,

Ger @ gremt perk from your work]

e it your company s cng G ihe
thouands that usss Sprnt

:mm‘wmww

| S Syt ey s D it ) s v
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Contact your Sprint Authorized Retaller:

" A benefit your -
family can get

=

Preferred commumcatlons
2108 West Brandon Bivd.

GLOW FOR THE
HoLIDAYS

teleflora’s silver pirTecone bouquet
christmas is thursday, december 25

$60°°
Bloomingdale
-+ Florist

827 E. Bloomirigdale Ave., Brandon
Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat. 9-3

www.bloomingdaleflowers.com
702613381:01

EMBER
THE GREATER
BRANDON
CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE

Taleflory

654-7304 or 800-940-7304

Keyword:
e

[ ke

LIVE IN THE MOMENT.

The world is your oyster
when you live in the moment. -

COURTESY
Choose your

yatir baby
is borm.

Separate
Well-Visit
and
Sick-Visit
Entrances

All Aboard!

PRENATAL VISITS.

Padiatrician before

FLU SHOTS
NOW
AVAILABLE!

NADAL PEDIATRICS

Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P
Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P.
Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P.
Rosalinda P.Tiongco, A.R.N.P.
Joyce |, Young, A.R.N.P,

_______________________

Brandon, FL 33511 « 813-684-3331

ay reqguire u
| termination feefline: applies. Individual Liable Offer: Applles. to lndRrkfual-iia-
ble ines ellgible for a discount under thelr employer's services agreement. Phone
Offer: Offer end 1/10/09. While supplies: lasl. Taxes and services charges ex-
cluded. No cash back. Instant savings requires activation at the time of purchase.
Mail-in Rebate: Requires purchase by 1/10/08 & activation by 1/24/09. Line must be
aclive 30 conseculive days. Allow 1010 14 weeks for rebale. Other Terma: Ooveﬂ

lo a §36 activation feefline, credit s?mva! & deposit.

not avallable everywhere, Nationwide Sprint Network reaches over 262 million
Offer not available In all markets/retall locations or for all phones/netwol ﬂ% }
offer terms, fees & features may vary for existing ouulomam not aligible

%0 rade. Other restrictions apply. See slore or Sprint.com for detalls. %l
8 Sprinl. Sprint and the logo are trademarks of Sprint. 1=

to $200 |

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS

621 Victoria St. 376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33510 Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 655-0292 (813) 681-7101
8am-8pm Mon-Thurs 8am-5pm Mon-Fri
8am-5pm Fri

www.n'adalpediatrics.com

0002608285-01

|
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Tampa Oratorio Singers Celebrate Season

The Tampa Oratorio Sing-
ers kicks off the 2008 holi-
day season with “Carols of the
Season,” featuring the Florida

-Orchestra Brass Quintet. The

program consists of favor-
ite yuletide carols and revered
Christmas classics. The concerts
will be held at First Presbyteri-
an Church in Plant City on Sat-
urday, Dec. 6 at 3 p.m., followed
by a performance at the Uni-
versity of Tampa, Plant Hall in
the Fletcher Lounge on Sunday,
Dec.7 at 5 p.m.

The following weekend, the
Tampa Oratorio Singers will

perform the Christmas por-
tion of Handel's magnificent
“Messiah,” with orchestra and
singers from other Bay Area
churches. o

Two performances will be
presented at Palma Ceia Presby-
terian Church in Tampa on Sat-
urday, Dec. 13 at 5 p.m. and on
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 5 p.m.

. The Tampa Oratorio Sing-
ers is a 75-plus member choir
comprised of local artists rep-
resenting various backgrounds

‘in classical music. Now in its

418t season, the TOS enjoys
a unique history as the oldest

classical chorus in the area and
is the choir in residence at the
University of Tampa. Nancy
Callahan, in her seventh season,
is Director of Music and David
Matthews is Accompanist.

TOS is a volunteer-driven
501(c) 3 nonprofit organization.
All concerts are made possible
thanks to the Arts Council. of
Hillsborough County, the Hills-
borough Board of County Com-
missioners, and private donors.
For ticket  information
directions contact tostampa.org,
e-mail at oratorioinfo@aol.com,
or by phone at (813) 247-3866.

and |

CENTER

From page 10
year. Karate is offered year round
for ages 5 and up on Tuesdays
and Fridays from 5-6:30 p.m.
at a cost of $24/month. Parents
are encouraged to sigh up their
kids as well as volunteer to coach
the varicus teams. All registranits
receive a T-shirt and trophy.
Bloomingdale West also hosts a
free teen nights for ages 11 and
up are Mondays from 5:30-8:30
p.m. during the school year.
“It’s important for kids to
feel involved and have friend-
ships,”said Clouse, who also says

:that “parents use teen night as a

motivation for kids to keep their

grades up.”

The park also offers four
hard tennis courts, eight three
wall racquetball courts, two

. sand volleyball courts, a softball

field-and playground equipment.
Building facilities are available
during hours of operation for
use by local homeowner’s asso-
ciations and civic groups in two-
hour timeslots. The site is also a
voting precinct.

For more information on
park offerings visit hillsbor-
oughcounty.org. The Bloom-
ingdale West Recreation Center
is located at 3940 Canoga Park
Drive, and can be reached by
calling (813) 744-5907,

W e mE M W WER e EEE R e R W e e e S e e e S S s s s ey

'r Stroke Preventi_on Are You

In less than | hr. you can avoid life threatening disease by
participating in accurate, affordable ultrasound screenings.

Monday, Dec. 8th & 15th
Prevention Health Screening Center
k 205 E. Brandon Boulevard

SCHEDULE WITH A COMPANY (ol 600.80090

YOUR PEERS KNOW & TRUST!

This testvisualizes build-up of plaque in the carotid arteries that may lead to stroke.

2. ABDOMINAL AORTIC ANEURYSM (AAA)........... $35

95% of ruptured AAA's result in death. The majority of victims have no symptoms.

3. AR‘ER'AL D'SEASE‘PAD) 'ES';..”.;.........,..‘.'........ $35

Ulirasound is used to detect poor circulation and blockages in the legs.

Scan to rule out cysts, nodules, goiters and tumors: :

Helps identify cancers of the liver, pancreas, kidneys, spleen, gallstones,
kidney stones and more. '
6.I HEAR‘ SCAN = ECHQCARDlOGnAM ®ecccessososcssssnse $95

Screening to view wall motion, valyes, enlargements, calcifications, stenosis,
prolapse, blood clots, tumors and fluid around the heart.

At Risk?

*Complete Evaluation (all 6 Ultrasounds) 179" Dec. only 149

Q. How accurate are these health screenings? - .

A. Our adherence fo stringent protocol, highly trained sonographers, state-of-the-art ultrasound machines,
and board certified interpreting radiclogists make the screenings exceedingly accurate. Physician written
profocols ensure consistency and accuracy.

Q. Why should | have these tests if | have no symptoms?

A. Itis important to have a screening fo identify problems before symptoms arise, potentially avoiding a
serious health crisis. Unfortunately, our body's warning signs often come foo late. '

Ceiebrating
our 10" Anniversary
of saving lives

No prescriptions necessary.

Ultrasounid can find smaller & more curable cancers, before you have symptoms.
Board-certified physician reads all tests and only registered ‘sonographers perform exams.

PREVENTION PLUS,* INC. All Results & Films

STROKE & VASCULAR SCREENING

www.StrokeTesting.com ey

Mailed In 2 Weeks

= = =

A

SPOTO HIGH SCHOOL
8538 Eagle Palm Drive
Riverview

N mfc/wcé/ |

Dec. 13 —~ 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 14 — 2 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.

Reserved Seating: $25 & $20 =

813-684-4282 . www.brdndbnballet.drg
Group Rates Available « VISA/MC accepted

B Bl Colohonitos 15 Feis!

DAVE BUYENS

CO0Z810404-01

Neal A. Stubbs
D.DS., PA.
M.A. Gutierrez D.D.S., PAA.
Douglass Quinn D.D.S., P.A.

929 Oakfield Dr. ® Brandon ® 685-3511
Standard Active Treatment $3,723 to $4,587
Records Fee $278 = Retainers $305 to $440

#08450 #08550 #08750
www.stubbsorthodontics.com

Most Insurance Accepted ¢ Evening Hours

Photograph by Stephanie Dubsky

“ 0002594331-01
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2003 Fcrr‘ Focus SE

2009 Ford Fusion S

Employee Pricing PLU$ s4I 191
Your Price $15., 154

Stk# 21131

Employee Pricing PLUS $3 017
Your Prlce $13 858

‘ln

Stk# 21312

MsRP *16,875 -

| <« To Tampa | To Lakeland }

EXIY a2

39

Hwy. 60

4To Brandon To Bartow P

Eﬁ%ﬁﬁm@"m '

2009 mrd Musiang A

2  MsRP i"28 160

MSRP $19. 345

2008 Ford F-A50 XLT SuperCab

MSRP *31,190

Employee Pricing PLUS *8,761
Your Price 322,429
EEEEmEaRes

2009 Ford Ranger XL
MSRP ¥18,405
Employee Pricing PLUS 2,606

- Your Price 15,799

2008 Ford Super Duty" XL

MSRP ‘35 385

Employee Pricing PLUS 8,932
e e YoUT Price ¥26 463
2—-—-#-”?'3- M “ﬂm‘.mﬂ

- S -2 m“--—
-

SEE THE
FREEMOLY STAFF
ANO BUALIFIED

SERVACE
e DEPAR mr-m

back varies by mouei CL Jstomcr cash not avatlabie on Shelby GT, Bullitt

ﬁl-——-—--

0% OFF:

ALL PARTS
& SERVICE

‘With this caupon, Expirqs 12/30/08'
i -— - R Esw L= = p=2 8 —-—
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| RAY .
CHADDERT®N
813-601-0597
www.ChaddertonGroup.co

s B i

EXQUISITE aBD/2BA + 2 HALF BATH + BONLS
HOOM + SITTING ROOM BRICK POOL HOME-
LOADED WITH UPOGRADES, 464 500

: =S
4B0/ABA +« DEN CUSTOM EXECUTIVE SCRH
POOILSPA HOME ON 489 ACRE LOT IN QUIET
QNE STREET SUBD, $405,000

FARULOLS JHD/2HBA FRESHLY PAINTELD ANL
METICULOUSLY MAINTAINED BEAUTY WITH | LEGANT
UPGRADED KITCHEN AND BATHE, SE0H,H00

}SOVACHES IN EXCLUSIVE L

DEN, » BONUS
JATHS & 2 HALF BATHS WSPA HOME QN

ED COMMUNITY $1.206.000

STUNNING EXECUTIVE SBD/5S8A + DEN, + BONUS ROOM
POOL MOME ON OVER 1/3 ACRE IN PRESTIGIOUS
GATED COMMUNITY WITH 3-CAR GARAGE. 3599,800

L p——

SBD/38A + DEN SCREENED POOL/SPA HOME ON
THE GOLF COURSE IN FOX RUN! 5424800

.___..'.!_._..'.

AWESOME J4BD/GBA GOLF COURSE FRONTAGE
POOL/SPA HOME WITH 3-CAR GRAGE IN AN IDEAL
LOCATION FOR EASY INTERSATE ACCESS, $2856,000

=
—

[ i

IBD/2BA INVGROUND POOL HOME ON  LAHGE
FENCED CORNER LOT WITH NEWER A/C & PAINT
179,900

BEAUTIFUL 4BD/BA LAKEFRONT MINLESTATE
WITH FENCED PASTURE LAND OR BUILDABLE
PARCEL. TOTAL 4.8 ACRES. 5567000

SRD/ASRA SCREENED POOL & SPA HOME IR
FOX BUN! 5424 500

GOD/3.58A SPAAKLING SCHEENED PODL HOME
ON /3 ACRE FENCED CUL-DE-SAC LOT WilH
2.872 SQ. FT. 5314, 800

NICELY KEPT aBD/2ea HOME IN DESIRABLE
PROVIDENCE LAKES WITH FENCED BACKYARLD AND
PATIO. $198,900
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