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pumpkins
If you think Bloomingdale goes-all out_for ,

Halloween, stick around to see it during the
Christmas season. see page 4.

SUSAN GREEN

Korey Maurello, 10 (left), and her brother, Nick, 4, show off the homemade corp=a rising from the graveyard
that was crafted by their dad, Rob. _

| QUOTE OF THE MONTH
“Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen”
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FEducation is Wild at Cimino

KIM WALLACE

Busch Gardens came out to Cimino Elementary first general PTA meeting and talked Cimino students who attended the recent PTA meeting enjoyed the Busch Gardens
about “Education is Wild with Animals” and teaching kids how to take care of them!  “Education is Wild” program!

& Schoolisout! - | |
5 MOSlisin! “

: Reward your children with hands-on fun at the
Museum of Science & Industry’s themed s
Winter Break Camps, Dec. 19-30. CHAMPION

DWARF GREENNS

Exclusively at MOSI's technology playground,
q. _ Idea Zonel, students K through eighth can learn NO Inrriation FEE N ASSESSMENTS

NO LonG-TErM COMMITMENT

how to design a video game, make slime, build a NO MINIMUMS NO 5 % HoUR ROUNDS NO Tek TiMe HaSSLES

tornado-proof building and much more! Camp

hours are from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,, with extended Private Club Member Amenities

hours available from 7-9am.and 4-6 pm. . o 18-Hole Championship Golf Course o Luxurious Clubhousé

- o Tour Quality Practice Facility s Jr. Olympic Size Swimming Pool
s MOSI Members : ; o 8 Lighted HarTru Clay Tennis Courts  « Full Service Golf & Tennis Shops E
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s Jr. Golf Program & Swim Team o Member Privileges at 13 Clubs

For more information, visit N\

MOSI .ORG or call 813-987-6000. '
Pre-Registration is required. M 0 S l
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BY SUSAN GREEN

It was definitely a family
day at the Bloomingdale
Homeowners Associa-
tion’s fourth annual Fami-
ly Fest, with kids, parents
and grandparents turning
out to sample restaurant
specialties, enjoy games
and music, and leamn
about local businesses.

Preschools set up dis-
plays next to college re-
cruiters, and bank repre-
sentatives mingled with
professionals in real estate,
insurance, and weight-loss
programs at the event,
staged Nov. 12 at the
Bloomingdale Golfers
Club. 3

Parents could let their
children bounce off the

walls in the bounce house, -

or take turns on the giant,
inflated slide. Kids lined
up to get their faces

painted by artist Heather
Walton or choose a bal-
loon animal fashioned by
Robert Horning of Cards &
Stuff Magic Inc.

Bloomingdale residents
Charles Benton and his
wife, Katrina, brought their
son, Elijah, 2, and two
nephews, Justin and Adri-
an Shoemake, ages 6 and
8, respectively. Charles
Benton said the family has
been attending the festival
since it started.

“We just have fun, relax
and enjoy the weather
while we can,” he said,
noting the sunny day and
cool temperatures.

Proceeds from sales of
cookies, brownies and
snow cones at the event
help fund the association’s
Community Scholarship
program, which provides
an award annually to -a

college-bound Blooming-
dale senior based on aca-
demic performance and

volunteer service hours.

The Beef O'Brady’s res-
taurant on Bell Shoals
Road gave away samples
of its signature chicken
wings. Door prizes includ-
ed two large gift baskets
filled with hair products
and three gift certificates
from Heather Michael and
Jennifer Taylor of Salon
Jennifer as well as a gift-

filled tote bag assembled

and donated by Audra
Mosser from Thirty-one, a
business that sells purses,
bags and accessories at in-
home parties.

Stan Lee, president of
the homeowners associa-

tion, said Family Fest start- .

ed primarily as a way to
foster community spirit,
“We bring the residents

'Family Fest blossoms for fourth year

SUSAN GREEN |

Artist Heather Walton
gives Colby Jacobs, 7, the
face of an alligator at the
annval Bloomingdale Fami-
ly Fest.

in to meet the other resi-
dents,” he said, adding
that the displays demon-

strate to Bloomingdale

residents the services
available close to their
neighborhood.

“It’s family and commu-
nity,” Lee said. “It’s mostly
for the kids.”

| h“P?'//WWﬁ;.premiercarepeds; COm =

813-657-7337

16637 Fishhawk Blvd. Suite 101 ~ Lithia, FL -

Kids of all ages took turns sliding down a giant cushion
of air at the annual Bloomingdale Family Fest. -
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Will ‘Boo Hoo’ at Halloween mean
‘Bah! Humbug! this Christmas?

BY SUSAN GREEN

It was less than two
weeks before Halloween,
and the Great Pumpkin
appeared to be at risk of
rising from his patch with-
out benefit of fake fog,
cackling crones or dis-
membered body patts
piercing through subur-
ban sod.

A drive through the
neighborhoods of Bloom-

‘ingdale East near Bell

Shoals Road scared up
nary a ghoulish head in the
dirt . or emrant witch
squashed against a wall or
window pane. So I turned
to Bloomingdale West, and
particularly Bloomingfield
Drive; that bastion of Boo
Day beasties 1 remem-
bered from years past.

The street appeared ee-
rily normal, except for
Constance Fry’s home,

with trees and the front
door draped in cobwebs

and crime scene caution
tape.

“I've got more stuff,” Fry
romised, addin that she
ad particular plans for a

gargoyle and black lights.

A native of Ohio, Fry is

accustomed to lavish holi-
day decorations. She
shares her home with her
husband, Michael, an Ar-
my major, and two chil-

dren: son Jeffrey, 16, and *

daughter Kimberley, 14,
who attend Bloomingdale
High School.

She figures she inherited
her energy for holiday dec-
orating from her mother,
Wanda Jefferys, who has
promised to crochet a
monster spider web to
cover the front of the
house next year,

The family moved to
Bloomingdale from Pinel-
las County shortly before
Christmas last year. The
towering oaks with the
‘creepy  moss’  were
among the selling points

‘FAnu usuai tree gets the hoiiday treatment at the Fry

for Fry, and she was rev-
eling in the possibility of
using the trees in her yard
to enhance a spooky ef-
fect.

Though she said she
doesn’t want to see over-
spirited neighborhood ri-
valry over holiday decora-
tions, she would have liked
more competition on her
block.

“I'm kind of disappoint-
ed,” she said. She suggest-
ed that weather and the
fear of vandals or thieves
targeting outdoor decora-
tions might have dimmed
enthusiasm this year,
along with the gloomy

economy. She said she | 3

knew of at least five neigh-

bors who have moved out |

on her street since her
family moved in.

If the family's
Christmas in Blooming-
dale last year is any in-
dication, however, the lack
of creepy crawlies in Octo-
ber shouldn’t translate in-

to a dearth of candy canes .

and fake icicles in Decem-
ber, she said. Several
neighbors pulled out the
stops for Christmas last
year. -

A few miles east, in a
neighborhood off Cul-
breath Road, Rob Maurello
also predicted more holi-
day spirit for Santa Claus

first [®

SUSAN GREEN

A phantom skeleton greets guests at this house in
Blooniingdale West, one of a few in the neighborhood
that had decorated for Halloween by Oct. 20.

than for the Great Pump-
kin. . - | B
“At Christmas, every-
body’s got lights out,” said
Maurello, who moved
from Denver to Bloommg-
dale 11 years ago. “Some
years it's more than oth-
ers.”

In a neighborhood

Cobwebs, crime scene tape and vampire bats at the
front door were jUSt the begmnmg of outdoor decora-

sporting a few friendly-
looking SCarecrows,
pumpkin cutouts, and
twist-tie plastic ghosts the
Maurello yard was an eye-
catcher with the lawn
transformed into a grave-
yard and a spectral haunt
hovering over the front
door. .

Maurello estimated the
whole effect took two
hours or less to create,
including about a half-
hour to craft a homemade
corpse trising from the
grave.

National reports as late
as mid-October predicted
an increase in consumer
spending on Halloween
this year, with revenues
expected to near $7 billon
nationwide, according to
www.upi.com/busi-
ness_news. That includes
costumes, parties and vis-
its to haunted house at-
tractions, along with dec-




St. Andrews celebrates the seasons
with handmade crafts for sale

BY SUSAN GREEN

Hundreds of shoppers
transitioned from autumn

celebrations to winter hol-.

idays at the 44th annual
fall crafts fair at St. An-
drews United Methodist
Church at Bloomingdale
Avenue and Bryan Road.
Turkey potholders and
pumpkin themes snuggled
alongside reindeer orna-

ments = and Christmas
wreaths at the Oct. 29
event, as fairgoers

browsed among 80 vendor
displays, noshed on baked
goods or took home gently
used treasures from Gran-
ny’s Attic, a rummage sale
of donated items.

Each year, the event
raises about $5,000 for the
church’s missionary ef-
forts, said vendor coordi-
nator Mary Jane Trimble.

She said she was pleased
with this year's turnout,
particularly because a per-
sistent drizzle greeted ven-
dors and shoppers early in
the day.

Jeanette Henderson of
Valrico hurried over to
Anita Estacion’s collection
of handmade polymer clay
omaments and trinkets.

“We heard there were
roosters,” she said. “Where
are the roosters?” :

Henderson picked out a

rooster ornament she,
planned to bestow on a
friend for Christmas.

“Every year I try to get
some kind of ornament for
her tree,” Henderson said.

For. Kim and Andrew
Baker, who moved to Val-
rico from Michigan a year
ago, the bird ornament of
choice was a pink flamin-

go, in honor of their new
Florida home.

“My husband said we
have to have a flamingo,”
Kim Baker said.

Estacion, also of Valrico,
said she was glad to be
back at the fair as a ven-

dor. She showed her crafts [

at the fair for three years
until a grandson came to
live with- her about eight
years ago, and she found
herself too busy to do art-
work.

“l just re-started,” she
said. “Everything is hand-
made. You can see the
fingerprints in them.”

Nicole Wooldridge and
Kristina Rocha of Valrico
and Jessica Mendez of
Temple Terrace went in
together to display their
scrapbooks .hair accesso-
ries and crocheted items at

SUSAN GREEN

Nicole Wooldridge of Valrlco. a scrapbook vendor, is framed by a holiday wreath craft-

Church’s annual fall crafts fair.

one of the booths. The
women said they met
through an artisan group
page on Facebook.

Linda Uttley of Valrico
said her decorated, lighted
wine bottles were selling

Interior

Quality Workmanship
All Phases - All Applications

¢ Exterior

Pressure Cleaning

Repaint Specialist

WE MEET OR BEAT OUR COMPETT

", 813.661.9006

“_—_—'_u——-

o ey ¥

Llcense #PA 2653 » Bonded & Insured

20 Years In Bloomingdale
~ WWW. donspamtmg.com

well. Draped in beads and
faux fruit, they provide a
yuletide touch at buffet ta-
bles ‘or other holiday af-
fairs, Uttley said.

A repeat vendor, she
said she typically gets a

"ed by her friend, Kristina Arocha of Valrico, during St. Andrews United Methodist

good response from buy-
ers and enjoys se (igrher
wares at the St. Anc
event. °

“It's good to see friends
come back year after year,”

.she said.

FREE Estimates
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BLOOMINGDALE BUZZ

© BY SUSAN GREEN

This month's Bloomingdale Buzz interviews were conducted at Jiffy Lube, 3526
" Bell Shoals Road, which held a grand opening Nov. 19. The business offers oil

« 6 Weeks Through 12 Years . g;tuoor Fiﬁm v;_ﬂ_h'walia; park changes and other vehicle maintenance.

o Full & Part Time Options = Before & A Sare; 6-12 Years i i i ! ;

" Gon MoF Gam fo G:30pm ek Creek, Bavi, Boyetts ’ l‘i:\hth the winter .hohdays and New Year's Day approaching, we asked people the

o Creative Curriculum for Springs, Stowers, Foundation ollowing question:
Infants & Toddlers Christian, Alafia, Gimino and Lithia Springs :

« APPLE Accreditation and ; e I&umuuus'm_ls‘&Sna:ks‘. Low Salt & Sugar WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THE COMING NEW YEAR?
CITA Approved Curviculum « Spanish & Music Included L A :

. Securll\? G‘:l‘:iq Acl::scsuE:lry ; . Trained Profe:sinnal ;t:ﬁ, E . » . B - Mariel Gallagher of Semi-

o FREE Internet Viewing Certified in First Aid & CPR
of Your Child's Day * Extracurricular Programs

“nole:

“personally, I want to be-
come a better person, may-
be to not pollute so much,
to be greener, and to set
more goals for myself... to
make the world a better
wosr::]int;or e:l?ybc}dy;’l' S g’

ina Bailey of Valrico:

“I hope that it's better Nelson Radriguez
than last year, with the economy and financial situa-
tion.”

Nelson Rodriguez of Bloomingdale:

“My thoughts are that world consciousness is starting
to change, that people are starting to ap reciate the
more basic things in life ... by virtue of the economy
forcing them to look at things differently.

: “1 think it's a very positive time and causing us to
Salina Bailey come together and realize that we have more in

common than we have differences.”
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Ready For A Change? ... Look No Morel
Come Visit Ot_lr Learning Academy
b e TWOWEEKS FREE -
ubbon SR = and FREE REGISTRATION :

8 weeks continuous attendance. Limil 1 pet iy, Expires 131012 'y
D - - - -

. Wednesday, Dec.7 at 12:30 p.m,, the “Back by
carefully you stored -, " i Store, Consignment Boutique and
the lights last year,  shack Shoppe” is having a ribbon cutting and open -
they will be snarled  house celebration. The event is presented by the

wi B0 Greater Brandon Chamber of Commerce.
again this shme%cpmq..qur putl jpinus forie day il of

" Chris shopping, refreshments, store specials and prize
Christmas. drawings, The store is located at the Bloomingdale
Robert Kirby Plaza, (next to Winn Dixie), 173 E. Bloomingdale Ave.

: _ For information, call (813) 438 8910.
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- Power of
Positive Women breakfast

Bloomingdale  cheer-
leading "~ coach Candice
Teague put together a Sat-
urday morning breakfast
for mothers and daughters
of her team to come to-
gether for a time of fun
and to get to know each
other.

This month’s theme,
Power of Positive Women,
was presented by Renee

Riggs and her daughter,
ar—

'''

Jessica Kidd. They spoke to
girls and their mothers
about day to day situations
and how to'be more posi-
tive in handling these situ-
ations. They also spoke
about how mothers and
daughters should be able
to confide in each other
even ~when things get
tough.

KIM WALLACE

BY SUSAN GREEN

About 40 businesses and nonprof-
it organizations turned out last
month for a Veterans Festival at
Campo Family YMCA, hosted by the
Greater Brandon Chamber of Com-
merce in honor of Veterans Day.

Ameng them was Katrina Farrell,

Y | military liaison specialist for Seniors
| [ In Service of Tampa Bay. She said

her organization pairs. volunteers
with homebound veterans and chil-
dren affected by their parents’ mil-
itary service, such as deployment
overseas.

Farrell said the Campo Y event
attracted the organization because
of the high number of military fami-
lies' living in Bloomingdale. Two
Bloomingdale elementary schools —
Alafia and Cimino - along with
FishHawk Creek Elementary to the
south and Symmes Elementary to
the west, are among schools target-
ed for services because of the num-
ber of children in classes there from
military families. !

Veterans who volunteer in the
program have been found to be

Vi

particularly helpful in spending time
with children who have trouble ac-
cepting the long-term absence of a
deployed parent, Farrell said:

“Definitely I feel like I'm in the
right place to make the magic hap-
pen,” Farrell said. y

Also at. the event were Randy

'Valdez and Terry Russell of Suncoast

Community Health Centers, a feder-
ally funded nonprofit health pro-
gram with clinics in Brandon, Dover,
Plant City and Ruskin. - - [

Valdez said the display’s main -

aim was to highlight recently expan-
ded dental services offered by the
program, which charges fees on a
sliding scale based on a patient’s
income. :

Representing TECO Energy and
its interest in electric cars was Ken-
neth Hernandez, manager for the
company’s alternative fuel vehicle
program. He showed off a red Chev-
rolet Volt that can be battery-

charged in a household garage to

travel up to 40 miles, long enough
for the average commute, he said.

The car also-can run on gasoline,
in case battery power is not available
at the right time, he said.

-

INPOINT
AVIN

Now, saving is simple with
... TBO.com’s Garage Sale app.
. \ It tracks where you are, then the
@, red pins point out the closet sales. ~ TBO.com Garage
/M | ocations and sale details appear
” 4 right inthe palm of your hand.

Katrina Farrell, military liaison spe-
cialist for Seniors In Service of Tam-
pa Bay, discussed what the volun-
teer program does at the Veterans
Fest the Campo Family YMCA.

“We [TECO] see this as an oppor-
tunity,” Hernandez said. “If we can
promote a vehicle like this, we have
an opportunity to lessen our depen-
dence on foreign'oil.”

The festival included an opening
ceremony by the Spoto High School
ROTC and a fundraiser for the
chamber’s Military Affairs Council
Education Endowment Fund.

Download the

Sale iPhone app -
it's FREE!
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Signs, signs, everyWhere signs

" Snipe signs are those
signs seen everywhere
stuck on poles or in the
ground advertising every-
thing from garage sales to
rooms for rent to jobseek-
ers. But are they legal?
Simply stated, the printing
of the sign is not prohib-
ited. However, the place-
ment of the signs in or on
public property is.
Hillsborough County’s
Code Enforcement De-
partment is the primary

County entity charged

with the enforcement and
removal of illegdlly placed
snipe signs. On average
more than 30,000 signs are
removed each year at great
expense to County re-
sources. The economic is-

Lemm

Sorving Borandan, Blooasiaglls & FisblRonoh for ovo 12 yoars
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

-:::-'L
*Rock | 813.737.6707 L

sues that both citizens and
governments alike .are
struggling with have exac-
erbated the problem. The
loss of revenue has caused
reductions in County staff,
while the need to advertise
a struggling business has
never been greater.

While government de-
pends on revenues from a
robust commercial sector,
the law is clear - the place-
ment of the signs on pub-
lic property is illegal. The
task of balancing the
needs of the business
community and the legal-
ity of the visual blight is
daunting, ;

In an attempt to man-
age the illegal snipe sign

issue effectively in the face
of diminishing resources,
the Hillsborough County
Code Enforcement De-
partment initiated a vol-
unteer program enlisting

the aid of citizens in re- |}

moving illegally placed
signs. ‘This group of civic-
minded citizens has col-

lectively removed more | §

than 21,000 illegal signs
from public property in
little ‘over one year - on
their own time and at their
own expense. Their efforts
have allowed the Code En-
forcement Department to
use its resources that
would otherwise be ded-

icated to. the removal of |

illegal signs in a number of
other productive ways.
The. success of the pro-
gram has gained the atten-
tion of other municipal-
ities looking for creative
solutions to similar issues.
" The Hillsborough Coun-
ty Code Enforcement
thanks the many citizens
who on a daily basis work

- | to make this County a de-

]
)

3 Call Jeff for .
:‘ FREE Estimate
| 813-503-2828

Office

-

0003016907-01

sirable place to live, grow,
play and raise our families.
For information -on the
Volunteer Sign Program
and how you can get in-

‘. volved, contact Andy Pfei-

ffer, Hillsborough County
Code Enforcement, (813)
274-6632.

E'SQHS&]HIS';
iCARPET STEAM CLEANING:
: 3 ROOMS %65
: 813-986-1266

14 Gat Hallway cleaned FAEE, Additional rooms $20 ea.

B e e -

Dt 1Y Fain - Open il |

- KIM WALLACE

'Bloomingdale Cheerleaders go pink

Bloomingdale  cheer-
leaders support the Breast
Cancer Awareness in the
month of October. The
team wore pink hair bows
and purchased pink pom-

the Junior Varsity and Var-
sity team participated in
the Plaza Bella “Green
Boutique” goes Pink 5K
run and walk. Coach
Teague thought this was a

munity by participating in
this event. Coach Teague,
along with assistant Coach
Booth and 30 cheerleaders
enjoyed the run to help
out The Vera Bradley

poms to cheer with during way for the girls to support Foundation for Breast

games to support breast breast cancer awareness Cancer. .

cancer. Also, this year both and give back to the com- KIM WALLACE
Battle of the bands =

-KIM WALLACE

- December2, 0 andich -

Burns Middle School band member Austin Ely was so excited being -

able to perform with Bloomingdale on the field.

On Nov. 10, the Burns school band studenté a formed on the field with

Middle School Band was chance to see what they Bloomingdale during t
asked to perform with ha::: to Ibok forerarad tz pre-game show and dtD

Bloomin%dale High School
Bloomingdale and pet-

s T e ] : = .., Ing game time.,
PP T LS e I “eia| for their last game of sea- Dext year. They sat with 5
RY PATCH GIFT CERTIFICATES MAKE THE PERFECT STOCKING STUFFER! 3| son. This gave the middle KIM WALLACE



'On Real Estate
Not as easy as it looks

J ust as setting a listing an offer.

price is ultimately Another

your decision, so is important
whether to accept an factor to
offer. These days, it can g "™ consider is

- be difficult to decide ifan [ "% ‘ whether or

offer is a good one, be-- Ray not the
cause there are so many  Chadderton buyer is
influential factors, Get- = preap-

ting an offer is the first  proved for financing. If
positive step. Now, take a  so, you can expect a
deep breath and consider quicker closing with no

your options. surprises, and confident-
Are you under pressure ly begin the pursuit of
to move? Whether it is purchasing your next

finances, family orajob  home. Even a lower offer
transfer, the urgency of  from a pre-approved
your move may dictate  buyer may be better than
accepting an offer lower  a higher offer from one
than you had expected.  whose financing falls
Likewise, how much  thirough at the last min-
debt do you still carryon  ute.
your mortgage? Unless Remember, offers are -
you are listing under ‘about negotiation and
“short sale” terms, you  compromise. Be flexible
don't want to accept an.  and reasonable when
offer that's less than what considering any and all
you owe, so pay close offers that come your
at* tion to how depreci- way.
a and closing costs

: Chadderton Real Estate Group
b FCt Ym:i(?mtt?;n (lee Keller-Williams Realty
€10re maxing the decl- (813) 699-1500
sion to accept or counter www.chaddertongroup.com
Letter to the editor
Dear Bloomingdale,

At this year’s Fourth Annual Family Fest, a little girl
passed out and was unresponsive. The following is a
letter from her Grandmother, Mrs. Susan Flaws of Fox
Run. :

My husband and I bought owur first home in Bloom-
ingdale West 26 years ago and then 13 years ago sold it
and moved to Fox Run where we currently reside. In
both neighborhoods, we have had wonderful neighbors
who always look out for one another. It has been a great
place to raise a family. Even though our four kids are
now all adults, Bloomingdale continues to be for us an
awesome place to live and work. , :

On Saturday, Nov. 12, we took one of our daughters
and our granddaughter to Family Fest sponsored by the
BHA. After enjoying some of the festivities, our grand-
daughter passed out and was unresponsive for a time.
So many people came to our aid — the man who called
911, the medical assistant who advised us how to
position her for maximum blood flow to her heart, the
woman who held a beach towel up to shade her until

| the paramedics arrived. . . Caught up in the moment

7 ' in a hurry to accompany her to the emergency

| .', ] I',n, we were unable to express our gratitude for the

outpouring of neighborliness.
THANK YOU to all of you who were so-kind to us on

| Saturday. Bloomingdale really is a great place.

Our granddaughter was evaluated at the hospital and
is now at home doing well.
Susan Flaws

“A Brush Of Quality”

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

Bloomingdale Resident-Tod Howard
FREE ESTIMATES, EXPERIENCED and RELIABLE

654-5646 | 966-3601

www.BloomingdalePainting.com
Lic. 3694 Bonded & Insured -

SANTA AND MRS.CLAUS

WILL MAKE THEIR 24TH ANNUAL VISIT TO BLOOMINGDALE

DECEMBER 3, 2011 -

10A.M.TO 2 P.M.-

VISITS WITH SANTA ARE EREE WITH A DONATION OF
NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEM (S) FOR CHARITY

PHOTOS WILL BE TAKEN AND PROVIDED FOR FREE
PERSONAL CAMERAS ARE PREFERRED

THE BLOOMINGDALE GOLFER'S CLUB -
4113 GREAT GOLFER'S CLUB, VALRICO, FLORIDA

FOR MORE INFO OR TO VOLUNTEER, CALL (813)‘477-7120

THIS EVENT IS FREE AND IS SPONSORED BY THE
BLOOMINGDALE HOMEOWNER'S
ASSOCIATION

0003105192-01
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® Bloomingdale resident helps Riverview
High students come out swinging

DECEMBER 3, 2071 ¢ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETT

BY SUSAN GREEN

Golf can be an expen-
sive sport, so when
Bloomingdale resident
Heather Michael learned
that her former teacher
needed to raise some
money to keep it going at
Riverview High School,
she pitched in to help
organize the school’s first
fundraising golf tourna-
ment, held at Summer-

“field Crossings Golf Club.

The event Oct. 30 at-
tracted 18 foursomes, in-
cluding participants
from Riverview, Valrico
and even Pasco County.
In all, about $4,000 were
raised for the Sharks, ex-
ceeding- organizers’ -ex-
pectations:

“For our first time out,
we're very excited,” said
Michael, who works as a

] stylist at
Salon Jen-
nifer in
Blooming-
dale. “I
think we
did very
well.”

She said
she helped
golf team parents from
Riverview High put to-
gether the event largely
because of boys’ coach,
Ron Slater. Michael was
in Slater’s science class
years ago at Brandon
High School and re-
members him as one of
her favorite teachers.
Slater’'s wife, Angela,
coaches the Riverview
Lady Sharks golf feam.

Michael’s son, Bobby,
15, played in the tour-
nament alongside Slat-
er’s son, Cody, 17.

Heather
Michael

Angela Slater said
money raised from the
tournament will help
pay for equipment and
other needs for the
team, which includes
about 10 boys and six
girls.

“The economy is a
little tough, and these
kids could use assis-
tance,” she said.

“Golf is a little differ-
ent (from other sports)
for working parents. We
play at 2 or 3 o’clock in
the afternoon. There’s a
huge transportation is-
sue with trying to get
kids to the courses.”

She said the team
practices at Summer-
field Crossings. Because
coaches cannot accom-
pany every student as
they round the course,
students must learn in-

dependence and integri- |

ty to stay in the game.

“Golf is unique
that there is no umpire
or referee,” Angela said.
“Golf is an honor sport.
The kids have to learn
the rules and the
core values of responsi-
bility and honesty and
fair play.”

She said the girls’
team had an exception-
al season this year,
placing second in the
Hillsborough County
district and fifth in
regional competition.

The boys placed
fourth out of 12 teams
in the district, she said.

Tournament sponsors
included Mid State, Riv-
erview Golf League,
W.D. Wilson Fabrica-
tions, Turbine Aircraft
Support Group Inc,

in |

e ealizi - |
SUSAN GREEN.

Tom Figmik of Valrico, front passenger seat, was among '
supporters who signed up to play in Riverview High
School’s first fundraising tournament at Summerfield

Crossings Golf Club.

Hess Orthodontics, Carr
Pediatric Dentistry,
Great  Clips-Southbay,
Salute Sports Grill, Dr.
Sheela Chokshi and Dr.
Saurabh Chokshi, Inner
Circle Golf . Academy,
Buffalo Wild Wings in
FishHawk, Anglin Med-
ical Group, Kazbors

Grille and Hungry Ho-
wie’s. !
Michae] said she also
was grateful for the
support of Summerfield
Crossings general man-
ager Jason Blanchard
and Bloomingdale Golf-
ers Club general manag-
er Mike Wyatt.

Scott Arnold, DMD. FAGD

R R ——

AY

'Dr., Scott Arnold maintains many area family smiles. He is first and foremost a family dentist; however,
be has the extra training and technology to give your smile that extra-help if you want or need it. His team
will make you feel welcome and is committed to your comfort. We accept most insurance.

Call to schedule your FREE smile evaluation today!

330 EAST BLOOMINGDALE AVE., BRANDON
Bloomingdale Executive Park (1/2 block west of Bryan Rd.)

S (813) 689-1529
MyArnoldS
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Community Station Notes

Have a sa fe holiday season

hanksgiving is history and Christ-
mas and the New Years are just

around the corner? =

We in the Sheriff’s Office hope that you [
will continue to make your holida}' sea- |
sons safe and secure. Whether you're
traveling or just running errands locally,
be aware of your surroundings and lock
up your valuables. Follow the 30 Second
Rule - in less than 30 seconds a thief can shatter your
car window, reach inside and remove valuables left out
in the open.

- So, slow down, take the time to protect yourself,

your vehicle and really enjoy the holidays.

Safety When Traveling -

Many of you will be traveling this holiday season.
Remember that during the holidays the volume of
travel and the number of drivers increases, so allow
extra time.

Follow the 1mp0rtant rules we all know that can help
keep you and your family alive. Buckle up and give 100
percent of your attention to driving. Don't be disttact-
ed by passengers or cell phones - talking or texting. As
the driver, your responsibility is to get you and your
passengers to their destination safe.

7 the millions of drivers traveling our roads over

Curtis
Warren

these holidays, there are some who need your spec1al

;. | attention. Watch out for the followmg

SLEEPY DRIVERS

According to the National Sleep Foundation, more
than half of the nation’s drivers admit to driving tired
or drowsy, especially during the holidays.

One special group is drivers 18 to 29 years old. Near- "

ly one-quarter of this group reported that they have
actually fallen asleep at the wheel. These drivers are
also impatient, drive faster and feel more stressed.
Watch out for them. .

DISTRACTED DRIVERS

- With cell phones and texting as well as other new
technological advances avallable, more drivers are '
distracted.

The types of distractions noted in accidents could fill
a book and many are just plain crazy. They cover ev-
erything from cell phones and texting to eating, putting
on makeup, changing clothes, talking to passengers,
reading, shaving and now even watching videos or
working on a laptop computer. .

Concentrate on your dnvmg like your life depends
on it. It does! ; ,

DRUNK DRIVERS

These are some of the most dangerous drivers. Over
40 percent of all traffic fatalities are alcohol related.
These drivers are unpredictable and aggressive.

Watch for drivers weaving back and forth, driving
very slowly or even driving in the emergency lane line.
If you see one of these drivers, contact law enforce-
ment.

AGGRESSIVE DRIVERS

The holidays can be stressful and some drivers take

* that stress behind the wheel. If you are driving near an

aggressive driver, do not confront them or aggravate
them. Back away, avoid eye contact and don'’t show
any aggression yourself.
* Avoid these drivers and don’t be one of them' Pro-
tect yourself and your family by wearing your seatbelts
and insuring all young children are in propetly in-
stalled car seats or booster seats,

From all of us at the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s
Office, have a great, and safe, holiday season.

Never worry about the size of your
Christmas tree. In the eyes of children, they
are all 30 feet tall.

Larry Wilde, _
The Merry Book of Christmas

FACTORY CE FITIH:[}

Mast er Elite

WEATHER STOPPER ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Thank You! To all of our Loyal Customers
and Readers of The Brandon News & Tribune
for our 4th Stratght Selection as

>

We are a CERTIFIED ROOFING &

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

‘Specializing In:
Roof Replacement ® Roof Repairs
Home Repairs & Construction

Call Today for A Free Quote
www.Shingle-Masters.com

CEC# 1513621

S13.661.4600

CCC# 1328724

LoGsT211.01
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No matter \ "
the occasion... $%-Wajik Touch Cleaners

‘9:-aji Touch Cleaners

20% OFF:

ENTIRE OHDEB L
; Dryclennlng o K

Majik Touch Cleaners 14 nlailk Touch Cleaners

on'incaming orders only. No Exceptions. gg  Validonincoming orders oty Ho Excaptions:

WITH
COUPON

APOLLO BEACH © 220 Apollo Beach BIvd ..........645-1499

P omm e omm oo e o

__ _ CouonexpmEs oz pigaad i | courowexeweswomiz P22t l | YALRICO 2511 SR.60 E...ovieresreresin 643-4825

0003119042-01

i _"ﬂf%if,;&:ﬁ;&::ﬂ;ﬁ*ﬁ? _: o __N:@;ﬂp;;ﬂﬂég"g@?fﬁ_ A BLOOMINGDALE ¢ 3513 Bell Shoals R...........654-9292
R e Al e BLOOMINGDALE e 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest...........654-8113
: 300/0 OFF ! | BRANDON o 11393 Causeway BV ............ 643-6944
0 1| LITHIA 16707 FishHawk BIVO.......cccne 654-7991
: cfn?fz.'ﬁﬁ ?glgflgh ::- Avlv;dmglo.:'gs _.Ggg:; ! | RIVERVIEW © 11697 Boyette R ... 672-1832
; Maiik Touch Cleaners L Mﬂnl“‘ Touch Cleaners || RIVERVIEW © 13196 Hy 301 Succc.. 6714156
L et skt 1! nante it i VALRICO © 1985 E. Brandon BIVG ............c.... 654-2324
.
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