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Sidewalk Monies Existed, Were Lost

By Chris-Anne Phillips

Bond money from the original construction in
Bloomingdale West set aside for the construction of
sidewalks has beenlost due o time expiration, sccording

o county officials.

“Basically the county led the deadlines on the bond
ney pass and the bailders took the money back,” said

 Tim Golden, whohas spearheaded the sidewalks effort

“It’s called noncompliance on the bond.™

For at least eight years, developers have been re-
quired 1o install sidewalks, rather than set bond money
aside, sabd Mark Amold of the county”s Planning and

Growth Management Department.

Amold saad when Bloomingdale was first developed,
the bond money for sidewalks along Canoga Park Drive
and Gamet was held “for sometime and was never
followed up on.” There was never bond money set aside

for sidewalks along Rosemead.

When the deadline passed in some areas, Amold
said, the county atempied o find developers and have
them pat in sidewalks in communities that were left
incomplete.

“Some developers did but withothers, the stame of
limitations was past and still others were no loager in
business,” Amold said.

He indicated undér the curment system, there is no
longer & problem with sidewalks since developers
are required 1o install them before & project is com-
pleted.

Golden knew from the get-go that the installation
of sidewalks would require a grass roots effort, but he
didn't realize it would this be this painstaking.

“The clock is ticking,” Golden said. “We've al-
ready lost the engineering services alfered by the county
stdewalks department which has been pulled off the

'BHA Briefs

The Bloomingdale Homeowner's Association
welcomed tem new board members of itslast mesling
to 6ll all boand positions.

.- Bloomingdale West resident Tim Golden and
 Windsor Wmds;ﬁldgm Walter Glenn are the
newest members to join the all-volunteer board.
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Gaolden's crusade for children's safety peaked
whmﬂmwﬂmﬂm Center was completed in
June and a ragedy occurred unrelated 1o the center
{,. on Canoga Park Drive. Tt was then that Golden

along the busy road leading 1o and from the park,

bring -grester visibibily o the seed ﬁra;mm
- palety measures in the commumnity,

“Thé primary issue with me now i3 not just
sidewnlics, bt safety,” he said. Some things need
wb&dﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂmmﬂmﬂmmﬁwnﬁwm{hm
do. Not everyone can do everything on their own.”
- Dne of Golden's newest projects is working
ipward a Park Safety Fair for pre-schoolers, He

. imagines it will be: along the lines of the popular
sihoo! bike rodeos which u:mh children bmyr.lc
safery,

Golden said young children will be tzught
things some parents may toke for granted, such as
walching out for cars that back op in a parking lot,
and playing safely on playground equipment.

Golden began community activism in Dirham
when he fought 8 640-unit aparement complex from
being Built in his community.

*The best thing we can do for our children is

i seta good example,” he said, “Let’s ke our role
asparents responsibly and protectoar kids. Kids are
* husy being kids: I's the aduls who need 1o look out
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nie years ago, but had visited friends for five years

.. began his campaign for sidewalks to be completed
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project.

“Right now we still have a commitment from the
parks and recreation department to install the sidewalks,
but we still need $32,000 for cement.”

“I'haven’i found anyone yei who can tell me they
have $32.000 for the cement alone,”

Just as Golden was leamning abour the bond money
falling through the cracks unnoticed, a benefacior has
emerged and is putting out a challenge to other business-
men and women in the community.

Golden said a local businessman, who would prefer
w0l (0 be identified at this time, has come forward with
a dedicated some of money. Golden said he would like
others in a similar position to do the same. “1f  that's
what it lakes - one businessman at a time or one fund
raiser at a time, we'll get these sidewalks built,” Golden
said.

Karen Willis
Memorial Garden

The Karen Willis Memorial
Garden was dedicated at
Alafia Elementary School
on Jan. 21. Principal
Tanley Cabrera, right,
made a presentation to
Richard Willis and the
Willis* daughter Kendali,
lefi. All the children and
many parents were
present for the ceremony
which honored the
school's beloved teacher
who passed away last
year after a prolonged
battle with cancer.

Center Job, Yake A Perfect Match

By Shannan Powell

When Bloomingdale East resident Claodia Yake
azsumed the position of executive director of Center
Flace 14 yedrs ago, she should
have realized that she found a job
she hid been training for most of
her life.

She stodied art for two years
at Ryder University in New Jersey,
but graduated with & degree in
cducation, Y ake met ber hushand
John in college and married him
30 years ago.

As the wife of an Air Force
officer {mow retired) for 30 vears,
Yake spent many years in the of-
Ficers” wives clubs, volunteering
at club functions and substituie
[eaching.

“With our being i the mili-
tary, 1 was involved in fund rais-
ing with the wives' club,” Yake
said. “When we moved here an
antist friend of mine suggested me

expericnce with this type of thing in the military, This job
takes a cenain amount of 1act and dependability, especially
in zerving ithe poblic and the board of direciors.”

As Center Places' executive
director, Y akos is in iooch with all
facets of the activities that lake
place there. Center Place offers a
wilc armay of an classes, exhibits
and theatrical performances,

This year alone, Center Place
will host 92 live perfformances for
moge than 25,000 school children,
More than 7,000 children and
adults will enroll in an clazsss o
study abowt 700 types of an,

Thecenter 15 starting io pear up
for its exceptional summer pro-
grams, which include an eighi-
week "cruise” around the world
featuring arts and crafts represen-
tative of & nember of countries.

"My goal is to make Center

Place known,” said Yake, who
would prefer io falk more about

fiar the job." Center Place Director, Claudia Yake the Center than hersell. "We have

The artisi friend was Sue Allen, another military
wife, residing in Bloomingdale East

"We met through our children,” Allen said. *Our
children found eachother in the neighborbood and played
soccer ingether,

“Irecommended her for the job and it was a big thing
for me,” said Allen, an sward-winning member of the

a bot i offer the community, both
artstically and civically,”

“She i% so dedicated 1o the work and very organized,”
saidd Gale Ruth, Center Place coordinator who has worked
with Yake for all but about six monthsof the 14 vears. “To
do this you have to have the dedication.”

Om & recent moming, she prepared 1o mreet 600 chil-
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Though the tank he often 1otes in the back of Even & “Hey, thanks, Alan® shouted PO N T held on a per need basis.
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He's nol on securily pawol, Yer the  Sum of money (o this Bast resident dedi- & e A i i L
yellow flashing light on the top of his red  cated 1o keeping Bloomingdale in tip-top mmwlﬁ[ g Sl ~
rack could signal wrong-Boers 1o stop thelr  Shape. i "ﬁ , =
mischief, ¢ i Hey, thanks, Ala. B'EE}H”EU’: Arpﬂl @ﬂﬂmﬁy ;‘ﬁ? ﬁg
He's just Alan Devney whio goes about ’55:‘-3 “a% Fii ﬁﬂw,}
doing the 1asks many of us might find dis-  Little League Volunteerism G - L
tasteful in an effort w0 keep Bloomingdale Receni phone calls and newspaper &- L 1
beautifil, iches have pointed out the concemns of par- Fmenl e
Devney is the propenty manager hired ents who were surprised 1o find out it would B o
the Bloomingdale Special Ta:in,g;Disl:riE cost them $150 far their kids to play Liile e
Though he is paid for the work he does, alot  League baseball.
What they should know, of course, is i

of services he perfonms are not in any job
descripiion be has seen in two years.

Cage in paint, Devney recently came b
thee aid of a resident whose car went kaplooey
o diny, He retrieved hér hushand and even
droee him o péck up the necessany part (o fix
the problem.

He didn't have to, He could "we just gone
aboul his daaly chores of picking @p trash
thrown from cars the night before, stomping
soul bk inpo the grownd that his been dug up
by wheelies, haisting illegally placed signs,
or painting and repairing,

Bet here, s, you didn’t know miost of
what keeps vour community 1ooking so mice
is the effort of one man,

He's oul thers before dawn making sare
kids aren®t kicking betlers off the entrance
witl 5. And whenhe misses one of (he rascals,
be's out there picking up the crumpled pieces
heft hesharad,

His military background, old-schoal
morals, and Christian beliels dictare the order
of his life. And Devney admits he has little
toderance for folks w0 don’ | ahede the rules,
Even less for folks who don't teach their kids
1 follow the mbes of socisly - especially the
o that preaches respect for others and their
PrOpErTY.

If he cowld clone himself he'd stand at
every bus sop ocentrance 1o Bioomingdale,
tir prewent mischiel because Alan “knows
wha's doing il

He"s centain it's those dad-blamed, un-
contrllable, disrespectful kids,

50 he toals at his daily routine, painting
ever grafliu, collecting Fast fond resisurant
bags and wrappers, and yanking garage sale
gigns oIf palm trees.

15 a thamkiess job,

Thankfully, Alan Devney is dodng it

Soif you e ke P wlling &round in s
med plck-up with “Caution Fredquent Stops”
sign on ihe wilgate and fenky vellow light on
Jop - bk yoor cop o him. Maybe even get out

thar they will recelve 530 back after volien-
feeTing servicss 1o the Meague, which is the
largest inthe county. Those services cannot
include concesson stand dulies already ne-
quired of ewvery parent.

They'll also get another $20 back il
fund raising tickeis are sald.

That bails ehe reg istration Godt down bo
5100, still high, but not out of ling with
oy other [Eagues arownd the county witich
have the benefit of being oncounty property
and can rake wee of county services,

Bloomingdale continues tobe the oaly
privaely operated Lintle League in the
county. The task of operating the league is
a project of Olympic proportions consider-
ing mast of the handful of volunbeers alsy
have regular day jobs,

The task falis om its president Allen
Trovillion, who has vallandy taken up the
charpe of leading the league for a second
LErm,

Allen is the pirent of young children.
To aphis energies so carly may make them
unsvailable when his ball players are in the
older levels, Like so many Little League
parents, the cagemess (o become involved
tums inpo apathy after a couple of years
have been spent doing “all the work™,

So the lpague had to resort 1o forcing
people 1o voluntesr by hining them where
ety el i mnost - in the pockets. While there
are parents whi volumess &5 coaches, at
schools, inscouting, and in other recleaguss,
thay oflen pick wp ibe slack forall ihose
parents who just sit and watch or Gl 10 go
ot 1o the ball park a all.

As the mew Litthe Leagoe season be-
ging, let's hope that more parends. will
dedicate themselves o doing more thaf jast
holler st umpires.

11530 af :l:.r:'i'-_:lmlu 1 P 18 %0 mach b
gt fired up abend, then 1t shald make hem
winil b0 ged it hack neal badly

Dear Editor:
“This ketter is intended 1o commend Alan Dievney for his assistance to my family.
(i Friday, January 10that 2 p.m., the car my wifles was driving had a mechanical
mmhapmﬂhmmngﬂn&ihmmwmugaﬁukhﬁm A local resident (Mr, Stan

‘Gordon) diagnosed the probdem. Mmdmvthrm'dmmadmml-hpmnimdm.

mummsmbhmn:mmﬂnmamﬂmﬁw drove 1o pick me up and
m:numﬁmdrnuhmhmempmmrﬂmﬂmmhmm
rokshap. Stan Gordon installed it and within an hour we were on our way. . Speaking of
neighbors - it docsn'l ged any betier

1've always appreciated the effort of our administrator - mnghmﬁ:‘lﬂ]}lmﬂ
is very humbling to me. And now he has performed dusgmddml - not in the job
description,

Again, Jeannetieand 1, Gugeﬁmcmmmﬂuﬂmﬂﬂmmm]mm
mﬁnﬁuﬂghnﬁﬁwmmmdﬁm

 Singerely,

George Besa
Fm“‘:rttﬂmm“mIItq
R X
: NOTICE ;
. The Bloomingdale Special Taxing District E
X (STD) is asking all who are interested in run- :
X ning for a board vacancy to either call the x
X office at 684-6667 or attend the February 13
i meeting at 7 p.m. in the community office X
- located at 3244 Lithia Pinecrest Road, suite N
¥ 103. The vacancy will be filled at that time. N
i.-:.--:--.:.::--.lll"r'-':'r.-'l'l"l'---:-:itl'.lll’l’l’l’ll"l’l’l'l'l'l'l!
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:':.n- Mary Mero

By Shannan Powell

.Iﬂnwhil': back, Joe Brod was asked by foer of his
physics students at Bloomingdale 10 sign a piece of paper.
Before he knew it, he and his students were sitting at an
awards dinner in Washingion, D. C. during an all-expense
pitid, three-day trip.

_ “Probably dr:zmstmmmﬂﬂunmm:furm:.“ Brod
sard. "1 did very littde, but just being ahle 10 work with that
caltber of students is my reward,”

In signing his name, Brod had agreed to sponsor the
four - ranked first, second, seventh and 10th in their 1996

SPORTS MEDICINE
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY

BRANDON
ORTHOPEDIC
ASSOCIATES

Laser « Arthroscopic Surgery
Hip & Knee Toint Replacements
Knee « Hand » Foot « Back Surgery
Mini-Incision Carpal Tunnel Release
Sports Medicine
John In Okun, M.D,
Board Certified

Robert J. Maddalon, M.D.,M.5.
Board Centified

Lance T, Sisco, M.D.
Board Coqtified

684-3707

Hours By Appointment
721 Robertson Street
Brandon, FL. 33511

Brod, Mero
Are Teachers
Of The Year

graduating class - in “Exploravision,” a competition spon-
sored by the National Science Teachers Association and
the Toshiba America Corporation, Out of 3,000 entranis
nationwide, Brod's students placed second, each bringing
home a $5,000 savings bond.

Thiz year Brod has been named Bloomingdale's
Teacher of the Y ear, sharing an honor also camed by Mary
Meroof Alafia Elementary, Linda Terrell of Lithia Springs
and Sugan Calhoun at Bums Middle School. They will be
honored at a banquet this month when the Hillshorough
County Teacher of the Year will be announced,

"Imostenjoy passing on my limited knowledge w the
young minds who want (o listen to it,” said Brod, who has
cnly been teaching at Bloomingdale for fours yearsaftera
20-year Air Force carcer,

Brod enjoys teaching the willing minds he finds in his
honors and advanced placement physics students.

“They are theones responsible for pulting the lcaming
into their minds, [ wani o encourage them to always
remember that what they leam comes from what they do,
not what the feacher does,”

A COUNTRY CAT HOUSE
A Lnxury Cat Resort

L LS pamper & cang iof

’r;:r: cal, ‘Wa have Mﬁb

Largs uniits with windows
overiooking gardens (lor lizard, bird
& souired wiiching ).
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aSoft musia, dafy playtime, 24 br
attandanis

Coma so cur beauthul hotel befars
mdking your calh cile amangements.
M& wearth your poaco of ming

M-F9-5 5Sar 9-3 Closed Soun.
Call for a tour or brochune

15501 Boyette Road
E{grs 654-2287 EE#-CATE))E‘_J;.

e

Joe Brod

Giving the same quality instruction to four or five
different groups in the same day is what Brod considers
most challenging, as well as dealing with the limiied class
time dictated by the schools double session structure.

“It’s hard 10 continue with the same enthusiasm five
times. You have 1o keep yourself motivated 1o keep the
SI:nl:Im.'ls motivated,” Brod said. “And I really don't like
giving up 10 minuies a day. We have o esch the same
thing in 17 percent bess time, I can’t offer the individus}
time that I'd lke.”

In spite of his own quick success at Bloomingdale,
Brod doesn’t lake the credit for his sudents’ accomplish-
men|s.

“When a student has decided 1o leam, itdoesn 't matier
who the teacher is."

Alafia’s Teacher of the Year

Mary Mero has been a third grade teacher st Alafia for
the last nine years of a 24-year county teaching career.

Over the years, Mero has witnessed changes in the
?:m'j and demonstrates a willingness 1o keep up with

m

“One of my goals is to leam new stategies and
miethadds of ieaching cach chibd,” Meno said, “The gmount
of information the children have 10 leam has increased.
We're moving out of the rradidonal methods and are mare
interested in the skills involving critical thinking al &
]"'Dllﬂ.Eﬂ' m.u

She finds ber biggest challenge is being able to chal-
lenge and motivaie cach chikd in & class of so many
differcnd ability feveds.

I want ¢ach child to be able w0 enjoy school amd
leaming, and ook forwand to coming to schood, ™ shie said,
pointing oul an eagemess o leam thit she has found among
Bloomingdale area children, “Education seems 1o have
vilie to each family."”

Mero's love of children steered her o a caresr in
ieaching. She also emjoys reading and traveling, having
visited cities throughout the United Stases and England.

“My next goal is to visit Alaska,” she said “['ve
always wanted o go there,”
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Social Events
Ring In New Year

By Shannan Powell

After a two-month break, Bics™ Picces
retums wilth more neighborhood news than
ever. THis month'scolumnwill look back at
notatle events from the holidays, as wall as
look forwasd (o events in car neck of the
winods.

Fox Run serves it up

The highlight of every year for the Fox
REun Social Club is its annual holiday pro-
gressive dinner, This yéar, 23 couples par-
ticipated in the Dec, 14 event organized by
Linda Cacioppo and Pat Hanly,

Residents began the évening ot the
home of Hank and Jo Sheraw for hors
d'oeuvres. The couples then separaied into
smaller groups for dinners, which included
entrees like prime rib and chicken, and for
desserts, Mightcaps were sérved at the home
of Colleen and Carl Stickler.

The social club welcomes new resi-
dents Kurt and Karen Shader, Brett and
Bremda Bailey and Kevin and Sherry
Smith o this year’s dinner,

While many Fox Run residents look
Torwind 10 this event each yéar, the numbes
of partscipants has declined - down from 37
couples in 1995 and 48 in 1994, A decline
in most odher social club activities i lead-
ing the group to consider disbanding for
Iack of inperest.

The strength of any community. de-
pends on the relationships fostered through
activities such as those sponsored by the
social club, These trganized evenls provide
awonderful opportunity for residents o gel
o know one anather. Any Fox Run residents
inlerested inkeeping the sociml clublogether
should contact some of the communiky
|caders menfioned here,

Dance club has residents waltzing

The Nativity Catholi: Chsrch Dance
Club is hosting adance Feb, 8 1o benefit the
Food Pantry, an organization that feeds the
necdy. The dance, from 7 to B:30 p.m. is
open o the public and tickets are available
al the door.

Bloomingdale Westresidents YWalt and
Martha Hardy and Chock and Corrine
schram are just teo of the couples partici-
pating in the dance club. Members gather
manihly tobrash uponor leam dances such

H

as thecha-cha, waltz, rumba, meringoe
and two-5tep.

Fehbrgary” s meeting is Feb. 22 at 8
p.m. in the church social hall wath the
theme “Leaming o Walte.” Annpal
memberships are 525, some of which
benefits the Food Paniry. Singles are
Always wekome.

Kids bowled over by party

Bloomingdals West resident Jo-
seph Castellanos, son of Joseph and
Maria Castellanos, celebraied his Sth
birthday Jan, 12 witha party atCakfcld
Lanes in Brandon.

Several of Joseph®s frends from
Bloomingdale were in attendance in-
cluding Brent and Chaz Lewis, sons of
Creed and Towanda Lewis; Jonathan
Hobren, son of Michael and Sharlea
Hobren; and Kristofer and Kaelyn
Castellanos, brotheér and sister of the
birthday boy.

The children enjoyed an aftemoon
of bumper bowling end birthday cake.
Running group names social
director

The Brandon Running Association
pamed Susan Glickman the group's
social director. Glickman has been un-
ning for more than 16 years and has
been with BRA for almost two.

Several Bloomingdale residents,
including BRA's vice president Larry
Bass, are member nunners, and can be
found running most Sunday momings
on Mature's Way m Bast. Bass alsd
organizes track workouts for the mrowp.

The BRA Christmas Party was held
Dec. 5 at Camp Florida with a catered
dinner of chicken marsala and prime
fib, About 40 people attended, mciod-
ing winners and-sponsors of the
association’s Dec, 1 Flordn Wireless
Half Marathon, the group”s largest and
most popular annual event.

Glickmign scheduled a bowling
party for BRA members and their famii-
lies on Feb. 2 m Oakfield Lanes. About
25 people took up fowr lanes for the
alftermoon.

BRA'snext socil outing will mast
likely be ahalf-day kayaking trip onthe
Alafia River in March, Anyone inter-
estod in pouning the: group ¢ mesl &l
the Colorado Caltle Company. restau-
ranion the third Teesday of each month.
BLFA installs new members

The Brandon League of Fine Arts
installed new officers for 1997, They
are Anne Drewry, president; Doreen

Myers, first vice president; Cheryl
Jorgenson, second vice president; Suzanne
Sargent, secretary; and Bob McAnespie,
treasurer. Inaddition, 11 new commitics
chairmen were named,

BLFA is gearing up for its spring show.
The Brandon Festival of Fine Art, a juried
show, will be held April 12-13 at Regency
Siqusare Mall, Applications are due by March
1, with an entry fee of 360, junor's fee of
E10 and two slides representative of work
e be entered. Calegories include
watermedia, works on canvas (ol and
acrylic used like odl), three-dimensional
works including sculpiare, potery, glass,
fina jewelry, decorative fabric an, e, and
open media including mixed media, graph-
ics, pasicl, pen and ink and photography,

Applications may be oblained by writ-
mg o the Leagoe at PO, Box 451, Bran-
don, 33509, For further information, call
68 1-2064 or 684-3319,

BHS students perform at book
Hore

Members of Bloomingdale High
School’s Poetry Club can be seen the fourth
Thursday of every month sharing their
talents with patrons at Bames & Mobel
Bookstore: ai Brandon TownCenter, The
chrbcondiscts public resdings inihe stone's
cafe. January's theme was “Jazz Poetry
and Lyrics.”

In additon, CK, the classical quariet
from BHS, performs freqoently in the cafe,
On Dec, 6, the group performed classic
Christmeas carals, For funther informatian
on upcoming performances, call Bamnes

and Noble at 661-9883,
Area families greet new arriv-
als

Tyler Jason Thomas was bom 1o
Bloomingdals Woods residents Krista
and Jazon Thomas on Jan. 8. Their
Firstchild was borm weighing 10 pounds,
5 punces.

Casey Lynn Garcia was bom to
Oak Crest residents Kerri and An-
thony Garcia on Jan. 7, weighing §
pouands, T ounces. Casey joins big sister
Danielle, 15 months. Maternal grand-
pasentsare Joan and Larry Snyderof 5t
Petersburg. Patemal: grandparents are
Joann and Broce Cronin of Key West, *

Tyleér Scott Forero was bom Jan.
11 1o Krsting and Alvaro Forero of
Bloomingdale Enst. Tyler, who weighed
9 pounds, poins brothers Kevin, 6, and
Ryan, 18 months, Malernal grandpar-
enis are Robert and Mary Wallace of
Ocali. Paternal grandparénts an: Jose
andd Dora Forero of Brandon.

Keapan Olivia Bogari was born
to Clakdale Reserve residents Michele
and Michael Bopart on MNov, 235,
Keagan, who weighed T pounds, 8
ounces, joins sisiér Makenzie, 3. Ma-
ternal grandmother {5 Deborah Durredt
of Selfner, and paternal grondparents
aré Paol and Rena Bogart of Brandon.

Kaitlyn Marie Grice was bom
MNow, 23 1o Patti and Scott Grice of Oak
Crest, Kaitlyn, who weighed 8 pounds,

2 ‘ounces, i85 the CGrice™s [irst child,

See BITS, page 5
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Order
Early

Deliveries to
Brandon, Tampa,
Valrico,
Riverview &
Seffner
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654-7304
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C ()(1(;1\% PLUMBING®S®

So You Can Get Wet . ..
Without Getting Soaked!

Our Friendly Services Include:

» Water Heaters-Instatlation & Repair
= Sink & Faucet Replacements

Fast,
Professional
Help For Every
Plumbing Need

= Emergency Drain Cleaning
« Re-piping & Leak Repair

= Leak Detection

= Water & Iron Filters

Representing the Industry’s Finest
names in Plumbing Products

TOP REASONS

10 ™Tsova

NORTH
STAR

o\

All major
Credit
Cards

Accepted

L LR D R L R T D

WATER SOFTENER WATER CONDITIONING
1. E-woltoperacion for sxfety and case of installation
2. Valve has fewer moving parts
3. Meter-contralied regeneratiom saves selt and water
4. Capaciior keeps fanctsons intect in case of power
disruplion

recharges sell when power 15 rostorned
3. Pomanol program memory
fi. Stmple 1o uso
7. Insta-brone foed helps conteal salt brdgg and
Lk swearing
8. High values at lower costs
0, Exira capacity repentralion
10, Sold and sepviced by people you know

50 TRADE-IN FOR YOUR OLD WATER SOFTENER,
WORKING OR NOT

"We make good water taste better"

671-5831
685-0411

Lacensed, Honded & Intaied
Sume Cen. SCFOO37 149

« Emergency Service

. Radicgf:!iz;atchad

= Free Estimates

= All Phases Residential
& Commercial
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Author Says Simplicity Key To Inner Peace

By Ellen Slovacek

My sister called me the other day all
excited about a book she bought a5 a
Christmas present 1o herself, (Sound fa-
mitliar7) Anyway, this book, she claims, ks
changing her life, She insisted that | go oat
immediately and buy i, and being the
dutiful younger sister that Lam, [ did,

She's right. It’s & great book, With
your permission, {and my editor's, of
course} Dwoold bike (o take an excerpl out
of it for thiz month’s column. The name of
the book is SIMPLE ABUNDANCE by
Sarah Ban Breathnach. Theexcerptis from
Jan. 15.

Tis a gift 1o be simple,
“Tis a gillt 1o be free,
‘Tz a gift to come down
Where we ought to be
and when we find ourselves
In the place that's right
“Twill be in the valley
Of love and delight.
-19th Century Shaker Hymn

“Is there g persontoday who does nol
yearn for a simpler life? But for what do
we yearn!? To chuck i all in and open up a
bed and breakfast in Vermont? Or could it
be something more fundamenial like the
Pleasure of concentrating onone taskat a
fime ?

Orcewe take stock ofour lives and let

& pravitude begin its transformative work,

the next step on the path unfolds naturally.
When we appreciate what we have, we feel
the wrpe to pare down, get back to bazic,
and learn what is eszeniial for our happi-

ness, We long fo realize whar's really
imporiant, Many people believe thar sim-
plicity implies doing withont, O the con-
frary. Trie simpliciyasa consciouslife's
choice illuminales owr lives from within,
True simplicity is both buoyani and
bowntifil, able o liberate depressed
spirits from the bondage and burden of
Extravagance and excess. Trie simpiiciny
canelevate ordinary momments and dreary
fives.

Lexs can mean more for those of us
on the Simple Abundance path. Today
Jist thinkabowr how appealing simplicity
can be. Trist that through the balm of
simpticity your frazzied and weary soul
can discover the place where you ought
fo be. Every day offers us simple gifts
when we are willing to search owr hearis
forthe place thar' sright for each of ws"

Now, here's what's happening:

DivorceCane, &necvery seminarand
support group for divorcess, meets at St
Andrew's United Methodist Church
on Thursdays at 7:30 beginning Feb. 13,
This seminarfsupport group offers di-
vorced or separated persons the opporio-
nity ko receive weekly emotional suppon
amid valushle instruction, Participants may
JOAn AL any Wmse.

DivorceCure features national nec-
ognized experts on divorce and recovery
topics. Seminar sessions include “Facing
Your Anger", “Facing YourLoneliness”,
"Depression”, "Mew Relationships™,

There isa 510 registration (e, Child

care is provided for children through the fifth
grade.

Call Vic Johnson at 639-684% if you
have sy questions, orif youw would like more

Aglow International, Brandon Day
Chapter will hold its monthly women's
mecting and breakfast Feb, 12 from%:30 a.m.,
until noom af Center Place. The event is fres
and includes breakfast and child care.

Following the breakfast, singer,
songwriter and teacher Selia Darlene Bervine
will be the guest speaker. She is dedicated to
reaching others in essential areas of personal
development incloding parenting, youth
characier and life management,

For information, call Linda Green at
6T7-141,

The Women in Focus Minisiry of the
Bell Shoals Baptist Church, 2102 Bell
Shoals Road, would like w invite all area
women 10 their Tuesday moming Froitful
Hands Craft class. A different craft 15 made
each week. Sample crafis and supply lists are
avalable al the display boand located in the
concourse near the Special Events Center,
Child care is available at no charge with
reservations being made one week in ad-
vance, Call Cynthia Alford at 661-5561 for
more information,

Alsoy available at Bell Shoals is a sep
acrobic class for women, Claszes are offered
on Monday and Thursday evenings at 6:30
p-m. Thecost 15 524 for a sin-week penod, or
53 for a drop-in class. For information, call
Susie Widell at 684-5825,

Calling all moms! SCRIBBLES

PLAYTIME isoffered o all women
who could use a Litthe sdult fellowship
whila their children play. Every
Wednesday from 10 am. o 1 p.m.,
SCRIBBLES participanis meet af
Paul Sanders Park located on the
comer of Bloomingdale and Kings
Ave, in Brandon. Newcomer's in-
formation and registration begins at
11 am.

There are monthly *Fun-time
Field Trips" to places such as
Crrandma Huggins Farm, Create-MN-
Play, Lowry Park Zoo, Davis Park,
and Lithia Springs Park. The ficld
trips take place on the first Wednes-
day of each month. There is no charnge
b0 join the group.

For more information or 1o sign
up for the field trips, call Angela &
671-0720.

The Women's Ministry of First
Baptist Church of Brandon, invites
you i Joy in the Momang™ and * Joy
in the Evening"™ Bible studies, This
semester the Bible studies will include
the following: A Woman's Hearg:
God’'s Dwelling Place; Spiritual
Mothering: A Heart Like His; Expe-
riencing God for Women; Becoming
a Viessel God Can Use; and Making
Peace With Your PasL.

Joy in the Moming mests every
Tuesday a1%: 15 beginning this month.
Joy in the Evening mests every
Thursday ar 7 p.m.

For more mformaton, call 689-
120, exs. 235,

Insurance Accepted

Ed Rakal, DMD

654-3399
GENTLE DENTAL CARE

— e T — s T i - i— L a— 1 —

-
| NEW PATIENTS DHLYI

|
| Introductory Offer |
l DENTAL !
EXAMINATION

‘40
(Reg. 5101.)

|

|

|
{or 525 credit per family member !
if these sarvices are covered by |
insmrance.) I
|

|

|

|

I

I

|

|

|

| Includes:

| *Comprehensive Oral
| Exam (00110)

4 Bite-Wing X-Rays
I (00272)
| +Cleaning (001110)
| *Consultation With
| Doctor (9920)

o e o e s

This office meets or exceeds all government required standards for sierilation,

b peimboreed for

B D oo S v
3646 Lithia Pinecrest Road, Valrico

The patiznt and sny otber peeson eesporsibde for payment bas the right 10 refluse 1o pay, canced payment of
ymoe fior eny cther servbee, cxmminslion or reaimeeni which is perforsal 358 rerali

of and within 72 hours of meponding 10 the sdvernisement for the fres, discounted fee o7 sedsred for

sEfViiE, eXEmination ar treatment. +Mesd mul be delarmined by daciorn

'BITS, from page 5
and Wilma Meyfenh of Brandon.
don and now residing in Gulf

“born Oct. 25 1o Anne Marie and
“pounds, 7 ounces and was wel-

‘and Brett, 11. Her maternal

 Longstreth of Dayion, Ohio, and.

©Haven,
_ bomi to Gina and Clay Ginn of
Thomas Kierce. She weighed 8
comed home by brothers Jacob, 2,
- grandparents are Bud and Shirley

o
o

: pmu;mdpnmum James
and Bobbie Kierce of Winler

:.- o ufﬁinu_ :

Oukdale Reserve on Nov. 19,
weighing 9 pounds, 12 ounces.
Kevin joins big broiher Michael,
and Betty Sciortino of Hammend,
La. Paternal grandparenis are
Kerry and Joy Ginn of Corinth,
Mi .

Bloomingdale Resident

rep._

Quality Learning Environments

need to know?

Instead you might be concerned about the
your children. How long have they been on staff? How do they
treat the children? Are the children happy? Are they secure in
their surroundings? Are they stimulated?

Yes, education is important. But giving children a solid start in
areas of self esteem and emotional well being can set the stage for
continued learning the rest of their lives.

Parents, let's ask questions about the things that really matter.

didddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd

Is That Really
What You Want
To Know?

Yes, we provide an age appropriate curriculum. Yes, our
children are exposed to theatre and dance, computers and cooking,
sports and organized games. Yes, the children bring home
samples of their work daily. But, parents, is this what you really

le caring for

ARl stipddifAdtARE R A SRR RARARGRERAS

Haoure 7 amito B pm
PRI s, | oo s
Just So. of Wal-Mart ® 3 Director: Gall Smallwood
- LiC# 193
54-1942 j Uesch

ddddddddadddddddaddddddddddddddddddddd s

AREEAAAARAARAREEAERERRAARARARARARERRERRRR
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Kids Calendar Rated G

At The Library
“Celebrations™ is featured as an afer-school program 3 . MOSIMAX
at the Brandon Begional Library Feb. 12 at 3:30, One all- ;T.:andup.w 2.0 personasid M be pordncd m Viewerscan goon a whale-waiching expedition wh
encompassing program of stories, songs and creative dra- e Whales! migrates w the screen through June 26.
matics will celebrate President’s Days, Valenting's Day : L * The stars inclode Bloe whales in California, Hor
and African-American History Moath, Coloring Contest back whales in Alaska and Hawaii, and Right whales
The program, which is fres, is appropriate for children Children 4 10 12 may enter the third annual American  Paagonia - with a supporting cast of arcas, dolphins, be
6-12 Hean Association’s Yalenting's Day Coloring Contest. eagles and elephant seals. Share the lives of the Eartt
Bediime storics will be featured Feb 13 at 7 pam. fior The deadline i Feb. 28 and coloring sheets may be  largest creatures as they swim, bresich, feed, conrtand si
ages 2-5 and their parent or guardign, Children arcencour-  obtained by calling 662-1514 amd from local realtor Luana i fife-sized wonder,
aged o take their favorite stuffed toy and wear pajamasas  Russell's office (662-1610), 389 E, Bloomingdale Ave, Whales! surrounds andiences with the dramatic sigl
they listen to soothing bedtime stories. Russell is providing gift certificates for oys © be  and sounds that engulf whales throughout their amazi
awarded as prizes in various age group categorics. First  lives. The watery world of the whale is dominated by son
Children’s Theater through third place winners will be given centificates of  rippling through the vast carridiors of oceanic cathedra
350 or 525 in groups 4 0 6, T w9 and 10 o 12 To whiles, ithese vocalizations ase nol only a méans

Stages Productions will perform a rendition of the
“Three Liple Pigs” on Feb, 28 209 30%.m, at Center Place,
Tickets for the play, which is recommended for chil-

The colored pictures may be mailed o the American — communication, butalsoof literal survival - guiding whal
Heant Association, 1411 Westshore Blvd., Suite211, Tampa  fn their long migrations, organizing hunting sctiviti
33607, attracting mates and challenging competilors,

County Offers Rebate
On Sprinkler Switch

As of Oct 1, all automatic sprinkier “Essentially, the device tells the
systems in unincorporated Hillsborough .q:m]:]mg system when ruin has pro-
County (including Brandon and Valrico)  vided sufficicnt water and prevents imi-

Is your child caugh
in a failure chain?

Your child may need help with weak study skills or

poor reading or math skille. He or she may be

unmotvated or lack confidence, despite a good 1.0}
Dur certified keachers help children overcome

must have a rain shitoff swiich installed.  gation when not necessary,” said county  frustration and failure. A few hoars a wee!
To make compliance easier, the Water  spokesperson Michelle Oldack. \r o oak Basic Skills | can help gain the Educational Edge.

Department is offering rebates of up 10 $50 Without the rain sensor, the irriga- Frustration with School

for the switch and fis instaltation, tion system will continge 60 tum on at the Individual testing and tutering In

In 1991, the Florida Legislare passed  predesignated times regardless of how Lk of Contiavane . | A Inﬂ"fldh'rﬂm : ﬁ:",ﬂ“f“'r;‘;‘;'.r"ﬁf‘“'“

a law to require rain sensors to be installed  wet the ground is.

on all newly installed sutomatic sprinkler The sensor can save the homeowner

systems. To protect ils waler resources, — money be reducing the monthly water HUNTINGTON 681 - 1500
Hillshorough County Commissioners  bill. It also W“E from E}..EE."-"LENIEM}

adopted legislation in 1994 w0 ire all over-waering, According NTER

pmpr.m:::?-: Ibl:cﬁl.u::}' wilhdec:::il:ﬂlr- to nurséry operalors, more plants are Four child can learn. Brﬂ“d“n
controlled sprinkler systems w install the  killed over-walering than under-water- e hitp://net2-netace. net/swabchet/huntin
rain sensing switches by Oct 1, 1996, L.

"EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE"}

Calling All Spring and Summer Brides

Your wedding can be prominenily and elegantly displayed
in
The Bloomingdale Gazette.
If you, your parents or in-laws are a Bioomingdale resident and you have a

- MAIN OFFICE - For Information - 654-2323 —

spring or summer wedding planned, please call us and we will mail our wedding
form to you You may complete the form and return it to our office with a APOLLO BEACH - 220 APOLLO BEAGH BLVD.... - o BB 14E
photograph during the wedding month. Best of all - It"s Free! BLOOMINGDALE - ROYAL OAKS SHOPPING CTH - l.I'I'HIh PIHEE‘.HEﬁT nn ..... B54-BT1
BLOOMINGDALE - 3513 BELL SHOALS RAD, /ST S, OF LOOK IMGSALE AVE] e e, ES54-929
Mail the wedding information along with your address and phone number or - O TAES e P}si:}:fwl;iﬂﬁingmumﬁﬁm b
call The Bloomingdale Gazette, 3244 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Suite 103, Valrico, NORTH BRANDON - KINGSWAY PLAZA - 1213 KINGSWAY AVE.. e B53-453
FL 33594, or call the Community Office at 681-2051 and leave your name and SEFFNER. - NORTH GROVE PLAZA - 1515 Parsons Ave, S..................... BB4-588
address. We will mail a form to you immediately. VALRICO - VALRICO SQUARE - 1985 £ BRANDON BULVD. .o i B54-29%

- . . S S S . —

M — - - CliptoSaVe. = = - - =
T bk = SHIRTS LAUNDERED

-
I FREE MﬂrkEt E“aluatlﬂn | VALID ON INCOMING ORDERS ONLY, LIMIT 10
I : BLOUSES, POLD & BOXED SHIRTS EXTAA
| SELL YOUR HOME FAST AND FOR TOP DOLLAR § Eﬂch Mat valid with Gthor Coupons o or sale Rems.
| Over 1,000 PROPERTIES SOLD ALREADY Y U Grect et G it
So Pick Up The Phone Now ettt STty SRt it b e AR -
and Call For A Free Market | }gﬁ'wﬂ ANY DRY CLEANING ORDER
| Evaluation and Starl Packing | 00 OF %25 OR MORE
i ON INCOMING ORDERS ONLY
I % Uk yoare inkiio st sl g hekw funt s ops 1 I $ PRI e Ll e ol S
I dofar and naed 8 Eustworhy agent Wi 3 Unicus markath | OFE COUPON EXPIRES 3-10.87
! m.w.:mmmmmmﬁmm Mliers=c=ic e~ x
| sure Wil nlsrest you. 50 Dick up the chce oow and G : i - A Ry s
I ; OF $15 OR MORE
ON INCOMING ORDERS OMNLY
| want tosel your home tast.  Juana Hwssell Valid anl :
n@ | P 5. Onelocal point and i could be really important. Chier 85% of Ml wialid with othaer Wmﬂnm-am.

my sokd Esings sed bor D8 of more of their Bppraised vaoe.
THIS CERTIFICATE ENTITLES ¥ |:-I_I TO & FREE MARKET EVALUATION

: HELPLINE
RUSSELL ez 1810 omis, INERS
Five-Stir Scivice or685-8545 | 2 m‘iﬁm 1] ﬁLTEFlATlﬂHE

Pm:m:mmupmhl.m Frur.:n-!whmm mine htyml FREE Markol

L - = S = — T CiipioSave = = = = =] PP msrerear v, OFF wot ot
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15% OFF
CUSTOM FRAMING

Offfex Expires 2/28/97

407 Lihia Pinescrest

Lithia
Lynx

Teacher Wins Grant
For Greek Studies

By Ron Pogorzelski

Ann Marie Courtney-Bacon, a fifth
grade (zacher at Lithia Springs Elementary
School, was awarded o 5300 grant from the
Temple Terrace Tunior Women's Club un-
der the sponsorship of the Hillsborough
Education Foundation,

Her grang request entitled *1i's Mod
Gireek To Me!" was the récipient of one of
the Very Special Arts Grand program. Mrs,
Couriney-Bacon's class, along with Mrs,
Cugging's clazs will participate in'a study
of ancient Greek civilization,

Partof the study includes going to the Florida Intema-
tional Museam in St Petersburg (o see the “Alexander the

Trophy winning first place finishers for Lithia Springs El-
ementary Science Fair are, sitting in the front row: Morgan
Smith, Andrews Lashlee, Christa Rocco, Thomas Taylor, and
Krisien Bornick. Second row: Brittaney Gek, Danlelle Faber,
Samantha Kicak, Alyssa Casey, Autumn Neely. Back Row:
Alexadra Whit, Lauren Rocco, Daniel Narup, Chelsey
Dichristofar, and science teacher Mrs. D. Demmi.

Greck community, tosample some traditronal food,
A panel of experienced tutors and school adminis-

Great” exhibit and on to Tarpon Springs, apredominantly  trators will share ideas and techniques for successful tutos-

ingata Town Hall mesting at Yates Elementary School ai
 EE R NN NEE NN NN N] %30 a.m. on Feb, 26,
. Wanted: = Lithia Springs tutors or those interested in becoming
& . . tutors are encouraged o attend this gpecial session by
Smart Move. : | mpremestyclingim 2
BDaRveryKide s | ST e Obrvac e, gomiou
H&R Block is pleased to announce our recent move. * forareas: ? | CountySchools. ActivitiesatLithia Springs in this obser-
Look for us at cur new location: . -River Crossing . vance include the following:
Stra Creation of special bulbetin boards, plays, biographi
Bloomingdale Square x tord Trace o | e =l s 2
911 East Bloomingdale Avenue o cOmkorest o | ool lessons andactivities revolving around noted
Brandan, Florida « "Culbreath Ave. | | Afican American leaderssuch asKing, RosaParks, Harriet
(813) 681-9379 * «B'dale Estates, * | Tubman, George Washington Carver,
. . Discussions of current African Amercans as role
You'll find that bringing your lax refurms o our new - e ¢ | models.
office is really one smar move, . . Art themes relating io African American culbure. One
* Formore * | suchproject will be the African Adinkrp clothes, a kind of
i ] w hatic fiber idea,
H R ELOCIK : information : Aiotcial e ficieaces by thc “Miiscal Sicel Driig®
v callMs. 3 | groupfrom the Trinidad and Tobago Islands.
* Halaufiaat : At a general assembly, noted local black historian
*  B861-8707 w | Patricia Casimir will speak o students on culiural music,
. * & | dance dress and story-jelling,
' . - Contesis also are included with essay writing on
TR R R N famous Alrican Amencans.

GREAT FOOD vy

W-HZ>IVCP-0OMD

Wed. Feb 19 Noel Cooney £:30-12:30

Thurs Feb 20 1 Clown Prince® -

Fri. Feb 21 2 »

1} aam.-11 pm. Sat. Feb 22 3 .
Wed. Feb 26 Tony John 8:00-11:30
Thurs Feb 27 Brendan Nolan 8:30-12:30

Fri. Feh 28 ) "

SEAFOOD-STEAKS+RIBS+CHICKEN e " f

312 East Brandon Blvd. OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
1/2 Block West of Lithia-Pinecrest 229 E. Brandon Blvd.

¢ 553-4954 ==12

\ 685-8151 J

Sat. Feb 8 Hugh O'Neil

B30-12:50
Sun. Feb 9 Dance With Toay John  5:00-9:00

Sun, Feb 16 " "
Sum Feb 23 Y .

Wed. Feh 12 Jack North B00-11:30

Thurs. Feb 13 Tack McGuine 8:30-12:30
Fri Feb 14 i) :
Sat Feb 15 a =

Valentine's Surprise Guest
February 14th - 6:00-8:30
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Gator
Tales

Send Your Sweetie(s) A Valentine
By Phyllis Berlacher

Alafia"s Gator Community Post Office is open and
wants your business.

With Valentine"s Day right around the comer, Alalia
parents are encouraged 1o send their children Yalentines
throogh the school mail.

“We expect volume 1o be heavy, so mall early,” says
second grade weacher Hope Carter, whose grade is i
charge of the community post office,

Yalentines mailed by Feb, 10 will be delivered Feb, 13
a3 school is closed on the 14th.

For parenis” convenience, a siudent directory and
stamps are located in the media center and on the PTA
volumesr bl in the office.

In other news, don't forget 1o pencil in these dates. .

Tuesday, Feb. 1T, isthe next FTA general member-
shipmesting. Deputy Lisa Bishof the Hillsborough County

Sherifl"s Department will discoss personal safety - in the
home, car and public - as well as appropriate personal
safety devices. The mesting begins at 7 p.m. in the cafete-
ria. Alsoal this meeting, a vobe will be taken to approve the
purchase of a new playground as the PTAs primary gift to
the school this year.

Thursday, Feb. 13, 13" Donuts with Dad.” Alafiadads

v FHappy

Valentine s Day

\ 4

v

are inviled to join their children for & complimentary
breakfast of donuts, coffee and jusce. This PTA-sponsored
gvent takes place in the cafeteria from T:30 a.m, to 8 a.m,

Lok for details in an upcoming flyer.

Those interested in serving on the PTA nominating
commitiee are asked to call Michelle Colesanti at 681-
889 or atiend February's general membership meeting.
The pominating commities selects a shate for the 1997-98
PTA executive commities, which includes the president,
four vice presidents, secredary, treaswrer and parliamentar-
ian positions,

And last but not least, don't forget o send in those
General Mills cereal box tops. For each box top you give
tothe school, Alafia receives 15 cents as part of GMs Box

Tops for Education promotion. Proceeds will be used to Hot & Cold Repipe
purchase much-needed maps and atlases, Box tops can be Guaranteed 1o beat any Bcensed plumber
furned in to yourchild's tsacher, or can biupflawiin £ it Tup '.'}unllty "Hurk
becated af the voluntesr tble i the main office, s

Playgroups Offered

Playgroups are offered throughout Hillsborough
County by Parent’s Metwork, Inc, Mew playgroups also are
forming as well az book groups both for adulis and children.

PHI is & membership organization for families with
young children and offers many aclivities throughout the
vear for members, There are playgroups located 10 Bran-
don for children 10 age 5.,

Bulletin Board

Thie Hillis hCounityEl IMPORTANT DATES THIS MONTH

Mathemarics Councl] iz sponsoring a Math ok
Extravaganza 8t Lowry Park Zoo Feb. 8 Fe

from 10 am. o 2 pm. There will be a Feb. 13
scavenger hunt, camival boothes, prizes  Feb. 14
and fun, There is aspecial admission price.  Feb. 17

of $3.50 for elementary school smdents  Next holiday - March 26th begins spring

Other PNI activities inchode spralm meetings on
parenting issues, family parties such as a Father's Day
Barbecue and Fall Festival, participation in the Gasparilla
Children®s Parade and more,

For information, call 870-4666 or the group’ s publicity
chairman, Carolyn Cawthon who is a Brandon resident.
She can be reached at 628-8233.

MacDuaI |
Plumbing

Repipe
W Special X
We Specialize in

For All Yoor F’!uml}]mg ]"-I'ﬂ:d.s Call:

681-2626

Licansad-Bondad:insurad

Lic, #CFC 051843

$10C OFF

Towards Any Repipe

Report Cards - Secondary
Haif-Day

Students’ State Fair Day
Planning Day - Students off

SMILE WRIGHT
653-1455

.lr.‘ gl ql‘.' rJ."

and up to two sccompanying adhalts, break
Cosmetic and General Dentisiry
4 YOU'RE IN GOOD HANDS WITH h » Porcedain Venaers = Bleaching |
® * Cosmetic Bonding = Crown & Bridge
All perormed in a safe,
Allstare S
We Sell Homeowners and
Automobile Insurance, BEAUTIFUL SMILES!
1V 710 Oakfield Drive, Sulte 251
Regardless of Driving Record Jeal O Sl

DON BUA
681-5303

611 E. Bloomingdale Ave.,

or Prior Claims.
STEVE BRIGGS

{Mexl 1o Bloammgdale Square)
\ Adlstate Insurancs Co. asd Allsisie Life Insurmos }

Diane Wright, D.M.D.
Evening Houars by Appointment
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681-5303
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Mail Boxes Etc’
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DID YOU KNOW THAT .....

sFebraary is "Pet Denial Health Month®™
»Peridontal discasc i the most commen and sericus pet dental proticm
=Y our pet’s vel should also be hisfher denbist

Febroary on Monday, Wednesday, or Friday

B ad BreathExcessive Salivation
BE AWARE OF  :Depression L
WARNING *Yellow, Hough Tex
TGN e

February Special*

20% OFF ALL DENTALS

" lneludes wlire-goni ml-;tw‘luh.lntph

pre-desrad aniibictice. Regulas price fog
[mﬂhmmdﬁmqm:mmd-

weight Fecomenended pre-den SI7.

654-6222

Our New Hospital Is Opening on Bloomingdale Soon
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The Post Office
Alternative"

«COPIES STAMPS
“OVERNIGHT ‘PACKAGING *FAX
PACKING SUPPLIES -MAIL SERVICES -OFFICE SUPPLIES

DPEN SUNDAY! Hours: M-F 8-7, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-4

A A A R R R R B R R L R R R R R R R R

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
SINCE 1987!!
Bloomingdale Square

813 E. Bloomingdale Ave.
W al-Mar Shopping Cir. )

689-4998
MAIL BOXESETC”

Tt Pt

Sue & Jim Harbridge
Chners

@ We honor all
competitor’s .-:uu,l:r.-:rm‘
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Big or Small, We Ship It ALL
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"ABRANDON FLORIST!
Readers' Choice
1996 Best of Brandon
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 ByMichael Davis .
Editor'sNote: Thisisthe third in aseries of
selling tips provided by Bloomingdale resident
and kocal realior Michael Davis.

- Selling your home is one of the most impontant
steps in your life, and you need to be equipped with
essentinl tips you must know. . il
Tip No. 4: Go home shopping yourself

The best way o get 1o know your competition,
idendtify feamres thal are popular and learn what
tums buyers off is 1o check out other open houses,
Plan on spending & few weekends touring other
Bomes on the market to leam what other sellers are
asking, Be sure 10 make note of the floor plan,
condition, appearance, size of kot, location and other
featores.

If you visit enough homes and pay close atten-
tion o the details (and what other “boyers” are
saying), you'll developa good understanding of how
different features affect pricing. And then yoo can
apply whal you've leamed W the task of setting your
price. But doa't forget 1o melude in the equation
what homes are actsally selling for, not just simply
what people are asking. And remember, if you're
Sericus about getiing your home sold quickdy, don't

=
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o e
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‘Home Selling Tips

Tip No. 5: Know when to get an appraisal.
 Sometimes you can use a good appraisal 1o

your benefit in marketing your home, And if you
peta VA or FHA appraisal, you can use it to let
prospective buyers know that your home can be
fingnced, However, an appraisal costs mancy, It
ulso has a limited life. And you may nat like the
Tip No. 6: Your tax assessment means almost
vothing, ;

Some people look 10 G assessments 1o assign
a value. The problem here is that assessments arc
basedon a number ofcriteria unrclated 1o property
values, 20 they ofien don't necessanly reflect the
true value of your home. Have you ever heard of
two identical homes in the same neighborhood
with dramatically different assessed values be-
cause one was purchased more rocently than the
other? Well, it happens quite ofter.

will be shared with you the next fime we meet
in Real Esiate Moves, If yoo would like & copy of
the complete report 29 Essential Tips That Get
Homes Sold Fast (And For Top Dollar)”, please
call 681-20051 and ask fior this report offered as a

681-4831

be mare expensive than your neighbar,

744 W. Brandon Blvd.
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ully Insured-Stamps+Mail Service-Postal Services
(Regular Drop Off Is Free)-Faxes-Copies
Mail Boxes-Packing & Shipping
iy 32‘4& Luhiu HHWI&S[ Rﬁﬂd PO )y
| Royal Oaks Shopping Center )
|nu4pmjmr e {Comer of Lithia & Bloomingdale) T =
el Phone: 654-0047-Fax; 654-5129 g:;u: %
- We recycle packing e
& shipping materials -3 s~
FedEx. Hnurs:ﬂ:ufﬁn !ﬁ-F‘.E '.?.D-I‘.a.-:laﬂ Sat, !
B e Eclhnﬂ,p.r all competitor's Coupons -
20% OFF $1 OFF 20% OFF
; Any Fax Incoming, | :
QA LS Packin
Shipment | Outgoing Local & | s g
excluding next day letier | Lﬂ'l'lg Distance | SUDPIIEE
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Business
Notes

* WEDDINGS % BIRTHDAYS x BANQUETS
* CORPORATE FUNCTIONS »x ANMIVERSARIES
A GOLF AND TENNIS OUTINGS

- RIVER HILLS

CBriTy £ as -

Call 653-1554 , Ext. 39 For
Reservations and Information

Tax Help

If you have questions about’ your
meome tax forms, the Brandon Regional
Library will have volunteers available
throughoot the month (o help you wade
through the paperwork,

Volunieers in Tax Assistance will
offer free Assistance on (ax netum prepa-
TRlONS every Saturday during February
Froem 10 &, wotil 1 pom,

In addition, the American Associs-
eson of Retred Persons will be available
to assist each Thursday from 9 am. until
I pum.

The service is available on a first-
come, first-served basis, and there is no

18007 p.m. LizMcEende of Raymond
James and Associates will offer 3 dis-
cussion on avariely of financial isspes
and financial book reviews,

Russell Tops Again

Local realtor and Bloomingdale
residient Lunna Rossell was recognized
as the Top Associate in varfous cat-
egories for Tam-Bay Realty, Inc. Dur-
ing November, she led the eam in
sales and closings, then fallowed in
December as the beader in listings and
sales,

Russell, who has moved more

charge. than 1,000 familiesthrough her 5-Star
. & Service Real Estate Program, has been
Financial Issues Topic inthe business for more than 20 years.
“Financial Review" will be hosted She bolds Realior GRI and CRS cre-

by the Brandon Regional Library on Feb, denfinls.

Brandon Academy
PRIVATE SCHOOL

FULLY ACCREDITED BY
THE FLORIDA COUNCIL OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
AMD
FLORIDA KINDERGARTEN COUNCIL

Academic Excellence For OQver 25 Years

= Kindergarten Through Eighth Grade
= Small Classroom Environment

= Extra Curnicular Activities

* Before and After School Care

MNow accopting applications for testing for March 15,
801 Limona Road « Brandon, FL. 33510

689-1952

Teresa (Terry) Curry-Administrator

The Acadiey dots oot discrimesate on the bl of pese, ealer, nesens) ar cihnlo orgin
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Sports Salute

Flag Football Champs

Like the Green Bay Packers, the Bad Boys regained
Iheir super bow] titke afier winning the first-ever flag
foaball super bowl four years ago.

And they did 1t the hard way.

Advancing through the loser”s bracket of the 22-icam
league, the Bad Boys played three games Jon, 191obecome
the champions of Flag Football Super Bowl 1V a1 the
Bloomingdale West Park Fecreation Center.

They defeated the Mod Hens twice en roote o the itle.
But firsy they had 1o de-throne the (wo-time defending
champions Hit Men, 26-13, to advance out of the loser's
bracker

The Bad Boys, led by wumament Most Valuable
Flayer Mike Crawford, then defeated the Mud Hens 20-6
tobring about a third and deciding game, inwhich they shut
out the Heng 26-0).

In addidon 1w wide receiver Crawfond, who received
the championship game ball, other MYP awards wenl to
Mud Hens® quanerback Scou Conner and Hit Men quar-
terback Rusty Longdacrger. The Bay Boys" center, George
Ferguzon, earmed honorable mention,

This was the most successlul season of Nag footkall
sponsored by the county *s department of parks and recre-
mtion. Maore than 360 men participated in the adult l2ague
which played games at both Bloomimgdale and B randon
rec ceniers on Sunday aftermoons since September.

A meeting was held last week to discoss the flag
fooiball program and to make plans for the next season.
The preseason meeting will be beld Aug. 20,

Winter Sports Leaders

Jumicr madficlder Chris Gathyn led all Bloomingdale
winier sports players as the county’s most prolific goal
scorer of the regular season, Gatlyn énded his 20-game
season with 30 poals and T assists, giving him the highest
poinis wotal (67) in the county,

The Bulls placed pther soccer lcam members in the
county's top 20, Gathyn s poincd by Matt Lepley (27 points),
Chip Atkins {25 poinis) and Andy Carlton (24 poinis),
Carlion also led the county”s public and private school
players in assists with 16 in 20 games. Justin Wilson (22
pts.) also made the list of county leaders.

Keeper Jobhn Gustalson's 62 goals against per-
centage was second bestin the county.

In girl’s soccer, Koryn Bateman and Jennifer
Colavito finished Mo, 1 and 2 as the county’s best goal-
keepers. Bateman finished with a 30 goals against per-
centage, while Colavito was a fmction behind at 33,
Ashley Ot led the way for the Bulls with 43 points on 17
goals and @ assists in only 10 games. Buot that 15 only half
what the county’s leader Tara Minnax (86 pis) of Cham-
berlian had. Crther Bulls io makes the county s keader’s st
are: Maggie Willman (28 pts), Jana Escribano (27 pis),
Louren Daniclik and Kelly Yarborough, both with 26
pomts.

In baskethall, Ashley Anderson was the only Bulls
listed among the points leaders, The jonior guand avergged

I# poinis a game through the kst week of ihe regolar
SISEEON,

In wresthing, Josh Latham is the only ondefeasd
middleweight in the county. The state finalist was 20-0 a1
presstime, Oiher wrestlers among the oounty's leaders
were lightweights Mike Geisert (18 47 and Jei¥ Lorch
(192} and heavyweight Chad Saibi (15-4).
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The Bulls drill before
their district title
game against
Manalee.

BHS Boys, Glrls Win Districts

By Gazeme Stall

Manatee gotadouble dose of Bulls when both the girls
and boys teams defeated the Hurricanes to defend each of
their district titles.

Hosting Manates, the boys shutout Manates County's
leading goal scorer Taylor West, o ake a 3-0 victory,
while the girls claimed their title with a 4-1 win as the
visitors.

Bloomingdale's defense began deep in the midfield
with close marking of West to the last line of defense Enic
Edwards siood poised 1o keep forwards oot of striking
zone. And on the few tmes the ball got past and John
Gustafson was pulled out of goal, Edwards was there to
make the save behind Gustafzon, .

Bloomingdale, coached by Dave Tennian, held on o
a 1-0 lead on a header by Chris Gatlyn, who ended the
regular season as the coonty's points leader,

But the ficld referee had already called three yellow
cards on the Bulls, so they restrained their attack in the
second half, playing defensively insiead.

That was just until a Gallyn break-away resubied moa
Paul Sanders poal and Andy Carlion finished off the
Hurricanes with a final seore behind the Manates keeper as
the fmal seconds wound down.

Another standout sexson for the Buolls found them go
undefeated (24-0-1), In addition o districts, they were
champions of the Western Conference, the prestigious
Diadora Toomament, and the Bayshore Tournament.

The only blemish on the boys record, was a season-
ending tie with King, which also won its district title. If
both win regionals on Toesday, they conld meet in the state
Class 6A finals.

The girls also won Western Conference and the inau-
gural Diadora Tournament. En routs to thedr fifth consecu-
tive district title, they defeated Sarasota Riverview and
Bradenton Southeast

In the final top-seeded and state fifth-ranked
Manatee (27-1), the Bulls rallied in the second half to shut
down the Hurricanes who had gone ahead 1-0,

Bloomingdake (18-2) was led by freshman Allison
Gilman who tied the scoce at the 47 minute mark, but the
clincher was booled in by Jana Escribano ona penalty kick.
Lyndsey Novitske and Christic Pollock scaled the victory
with bwo mone goals,

With a host of seniors and a Parade All-American on
their wam kast szason, the Bulls were expected 1o take it all
but it"s this year's young team that has been the surprise.

br. Hay Aqu:tina D..:.D 5.,PA'

4320 Bell Shoals Fd.
Village Center in Bioomingdale East

Insurance « Military Insurance - VISA « Masiercard

&

4316 Bell Shoals Road
Village Center

:
634-1881
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iz Pediatrician -
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ﬂ; care for; -
= Infants .
474 * Children f
= Adolescents &
1 Most health plans accepted.
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Magie Powell PDRS{Shes,

Consider the Alternative

RENT IT!

Today’s popular alternative.
Why sell it and lose money?
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Change it to investment property,
deduct the expenses and gain
e

equity.
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BHA Meeting

The monthly meeting of the Bloomingdale
Homeowner's Association will be Tuesday, Feb, 11, at
7:30 p.m. in the Community Office, 3244 Lithia Pinecrest
Road, Suite 103, in the Royal Oaks of Bloomingdale. All
dues paying members and new residents are encouraged to
attend. Gucsts may ask questions or raise issnes al the top
of the meeting.

STD Meeting

The monthly meeting of the Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District will be Monday, Feb, 10at 7:00 . in the
Community Office located at 3244 Lithia Pinecrest Road,
Suite 103, in the Royal Oaks of Bloomingdale. A portion
of homeowner propenty taxes supports the STD which
maintains the common areas of Bloomingdale. All
homeowners are welcomed o attznd,
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The insurance comps
lawyer,

ACCIDENTS,
DEFECTIVE

PRODUCTS, |
MALPRACTICE |l

No charge for initial corsultation % i
La Viva Professional Center (g8
750 W. Lumsden+Brandon
it bz of @ lawpnr b 21 importest deobibos (s

Bely pon Sitvertisnmests. Bafor youo Ercide, mik
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Walk Coming to Nature’s Way

On Saturday, Feb, 8, Bloomingdale Fast's Nature's
Way will be the site of the American Cancer Society's
Annual Making Strides Against Cancer,

Striders will be walking to and from Bloomingdale
East Park along Nature's Way beginning a1 92 m. Making
Strides is a 5-mile move-along-athon that celehrates life
through cancer sarvivorship.

For Mnﬂmﬂm.mh:duﬂmﬂumsnd&nr
office at 685-0670,

Book Discussion

Sacred Cows and Other Edibles, a book by Nikki
Cricwanmi, will h:dhﬁﬁsud::duﬂmﬂmnqhmf
Library on Tuesday, Feb, 118t 2:30 p.m,

Giovanni, the most widely read living black poer,
shares this collection of autobiographical esays and ar-
ﬁ:hsnfhuli!eum}hmmﬂhmmd
mmmrmmmmuf-mmm
guered humanity shines throngh. Copies of the book are
available at the branch.

Low-Impact Aerobics

Tracey Shriver eaches low-impact serobics af the
Bloomingdale Park WestCommunity Center, Classes mest
Wednesdays and Fridays from 6 10 7 p.m, and the costis$3
per class. Child care is provided for children 5 and older
Shriver explaing there i no jumping or jogging involved,
With low-impact aerobics ane footisalways on the ground.
Light weights and floor work are also used.

For information, call 744-5907,

Spanish Lessons

Conversational Spanish classes will resume 2t the
Blopmingdale Park West Community Center in January,
Classes will meet every Tuesday from 6 1o 9 p.m.

For information call 744-5907 afier 1 p.m.

Parents Help Group

Parents Anonymous is a self-help group for parents
who have lost, or fecl they are losing control of their
children. Groups meet in Valrico on Thursdays evenings
from 7 1o 8:30 p.m. at arcachurches, The mectings are fres,
For information call 251-8080,

Recycle Computers

The county bas begun a program, “"Computers for
Kids," that involves collecting computers to place in rec-
reation centers and later in libraries for kids 1o yse during
after school and summer programs,

Since the program began in April, donations have
dropped off. There is no cerain type of computer that the
county is looking for. Software and programs aleo are
acceplable dorations.

Computsrs can be dropped off a2 the Parks and Recre-
ation Department’s maintenance unit on 78th St and the
Crosstown Expressway or at any of several libraries in-
cluding the Main Library downtosm at 900 N. Ashley
Drive. For information call 744-5815 or 273-3652.

CENTER, from page 1

drenamiving fora performance of  Jack and the Beanstalk *
That's a part of the job she enjoys most, personally wel-
coming and dismissing the children,

During and afier the performance, she takes care of
other necessary functions. There is the paperwork and
accounting that she relies most on Ruth i handle, peopls
pop in all day long W purchase tickets, sign up for classes,
rent the grand room for social functions and visit the gift
shop.

“It"snotanine tofive job, " Yake said, “ But that what's
Fun, too - meeting the people. This job is never boring.”

“She very much likes meeting the community,” Allen
s2id. “She understands the needs of a community and she
works hard. Clavdin likes the creative part of the job. She
really loves coming up with original ideas and makes
Center Place mone mnteresting and more people-friendly.”

Inaﬂﬂmm&m,?ﬂﬁﬁnmphmehmmg.
going to the beach and traveling. Her daughter, Jennifer,
20, 15 2 1990 Bloomingdale sraduate who now lives in
Louisville, Ky. Since her husband's retirement, the Yakes
have mhnaﬂ'aﬁhbmmﬂzummmumﬂsmm
lime visiting relatives in Oregon,

24 HOURS - 7 DAYS
PLUMBING
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ULTRASONIC LEAK DETECTION

Ising the most advanced Ultrazanle equlpment
o locate underslab leaks with pinpaint accuracy,

B 635-3636 [is

$5 OFF WITH THIS AD

ROBERT
| MORRIS
C.P.A,, P.A.

"Professional
Accounting &
Tax Service"

« TAX SERVICE
» BOOKKEEPING
» MANAGEMENT SERVICES
- ELECTRONIC FILING
DIRECTLY TO IRS
*DAY & EVENING
APPOINTMENTS

With over 15 years axperience

3302 Bell Shoals
681-4164

While John Yake was in active service, they tived in
places like the Philippines and Turkey, Her worldly travels
have had quite an effect on Yake,

“There is 50 much history out there,” she said, “It not
mlymnindswhw:ﬂmgﬂu United States is, but what
@ great life we have and how much we have to be thankfl
for.”

Cme of the things she says she was thankful for was
MeDonald's.

“When we lived in the Philippines, we didn"t have a
HcDuum‘s.TMﬂma:amthm,gng.su
whenever anyone visited there, we'd SAVE AT WTappers
and take them back 1o brag.”

Taking advantage of learning the culture and higiony
urmmmmmmmnmmmm
providing those kinds of opportunities for visitors to Cen-
ter Place.

“Center Place is very hands-on, For adults we have art
and dinner theater. For & young family, we have the whole
Eamut," Yake said,

“1 hape people will come in (o see what's going on,
find what they're locking for and tell their neighbors abou
this great place.”

- Class(fieds|

NIP(Neighborhood Sharon Stout, 584-
Improvement Pro- 2027,

gram)

Veluntears needed for FOR SALE:

BHA {Bloomingdale 19594 Chevy Astro EXT
Homeowners Associa-  Van. Brown, sparty
tion) program. Calithe  look, low milsage, 8
community office at passenger, dual AC,

B81-2051 for informa-
tion.

JUDY CLEANS:

Give yourself a break!
Let Judy clean your
Jhome, office, condo, or
apartment; reasonabila
rales, references

available. Whly/bitwkly.

Call anytime 681-5609.
License #80358,

MAGICIAN

Magic by Rio
Magician for children's
paries. Call 689-2087.

LESSONS:

Piano and fute les-
Eons, 17 years teach-
ing exparience. $15
per hour, in my homa,

PW, PDL, cruise, tilt.
asking $14,500. Call
e81-1671.

RENT-A-KID DELIV-
ERY

The Bloormingdale
Gazette is looking for
delivery kids for the
areas: River Crassing,
Stratford Trace,
Qakcrest, Culbreath
Cove, B'dale Estates,
No. Call Ms. Halaufia
al B61-6707

AVON REPRESENTA-
TIVES:

Ruth Calandro, B89
0212

MARY DAY COM-
SULTANTS:

Barbara Barchers.
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The homeseller realized be was
tropped. There was absolutely nothing
Ae could do. Withour the benefit of
adeguate preparation and thorough
homewordk, the price ke kad negoriated
Jor his home sale was lower than ke
should have recerved—thousands of
dollars lower,

In all the years Realtor® Michael
Davis has been helping area
residents with their home sales,
he's run into a surprising number
of sellers in similar predicaments.
But to Michael's concern, when it
comes to unfortunate sellers like
the one above, he can't help afeer
the fact—then it's too lace.

Michael's Free Special Report
Michael understands all too well
how vital a role the informarion
and preparation he provides his
clicns really is. Informaton is the
seller’s best fnend, and most

important ally. That's why maximize a home’s potential and | ree message and info on
Michael decided 1o put togethera .. worth—and most impor- | how fo order, No one to talk
;p::ill nI:IpM 'Ii"nhl:‘tlp pr_u?pm:iv: ranely help you drive up the to. It's thai easy.

At Se7Crs. LNNE Special IEPOIL.  galling price of your home. You'll
entitled 29 Essential Tips That Ger 1oy, il-l:l'l'hl' impznmnt things you i T e mameh
Homes Ssld Fasi—And For Top need to do, but more eritical may |REABX Re alty Unlimited
Dollar, is provided free, as a be the things it tells you mor o |£367 offca independendy owned & oparated

COMMURILY Service.

What You Will Learn

Michael's special repor, 29
Essential Tips That Get Homes Sold
Fast—And For Top Dollar.
provides 29 important things you
should understand before you put
your home on the market. Te'll
give you information that will help
Ensure you arc the most prepared
seller you can be—both meneally

and emotionally,

What To Do—And Not To Do
In this special report Michael
shares many of the tips that
professionals utilize 1o help
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FREE Special Report From Michael Davis Reveals

29 Essential Tips That Get Homes
Sold Fast (And For Top Dollar)

do—things that could cost you
dearly at the negotiating table,
You'll find out how your &motional
state has everything to do with
how well your home sale turns out,
This report is essential reading for
any serious home seller,

Get Your Special Report

Before you sell your home, call
Michael Davis for your free special
report and read it carefully. You'll

be glad you did.

Call 24 hours a day to
order your FREE Special
Report!

800-739-8683
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