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Mark West is the new principal at Bloomingdale High School, where he served on the school’s charter staff in 1987.

West Returns to Bloomingdale

NEW PRINCIPAL WAS
CHARTER STAFF TEACHER

By LINDA CHION KENNEY
Compondent y

Mark West was eager to point out a
picture hanging in the hallway of the
main office at Bloomingdale High
School.

The snapshot, taken about 19 years
ago, features the charter staff of

Bloomingdale, which opened in 1987
to signal the community’s coming of
age and to relieve the burgeoning
enrollment at Brandon High School
The charter principal was Charlie
Haris, and to his right in the picture

in the school’s science department. -
Now, West is back at Bloomingdale,”

taking over for the school’s second

principal, BJ. Stelter, who retired in

- December for heaiﬂl reasons. She had

been Bloomingdale’s principal for 14
years.

. West said he met with Stelter twice
_over the winter break and is commit-

ted to keeping alive her passion for

sat West, who back theni was a teacher. seeing Bloomingdale succeed. He said

- he already has invited his predecessor

to attend this year’s graduation cere-
monies, “‘especially for the seniors.”

* See PRINCIPAL, Page 18
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nu r~e lookmg to sell your; ho __

e ‘h’V ZIN

MﬂRE money on your rmvestmej;q;g;..

CHARMING TWO STORY! Featuring a lovely view
of inground pool from master suite balcony - 3BR/
2BA, 1750sf and NO deed restrictions. Country
kitchen w/ oak cabinets, brick fireplace in family
“¥| room. Formal LR & DR, all NEW flooring. $249,900.
Call DEBBIE at (813) 310-0226.

o

TRUE BEAUTY' Lamted on halfau;e in a gated
community. 4BR/3.5BA/4CG plus ﬁh/ library &

bonus room: Formal LR & DR. Huge?ﬁmﬂy room.
Master suite has extended reas area. Heated "
pool & spa. Many CUSTOM featurés $597,500. Call g

DEBBIE (813) 310-0226. 3

corner lot. Formal LR & DR w/
brick fireplace in family room.
'Master bedroom has LARGE
walk in closet & garden tub.
Have to see to appreciate! |
M $279,900. Call DEBBIE at

1 (813) 310-0226

‘garage, 3600sf+,
room, formal LR

(813) 310-0226.

DEBBIE EDWARDS
(813) 310-0226
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REALTY OF FLORIDA

T

1 family room and 1
Under $700,000. Call DEBBIE at .

4&40,31001!!}11@{1819 Amnue . Valrlco, Florida 33594
TMOMING)ALE HIGH: SEHOCL

229 900. Call DEBBIE at (813) |
3100226 "N

¥ $ %

MARTHA CAICEDO
(813) 220-8927

Your Real Estate Consultant for Life!
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Neighborhood Cleanup Day Set For April 8

STUDENTS, SCOUTS CAN
EARN SERVICE CREDITS

A Gazette Report

The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association Inc. will
hold its next Neighborhood
PRIDE Community Cleanup
Day on Saturday, Aptil 8 from
9am.to 3 p.m.

There is no charge for this
service. The event is made pos-
sible by the BHA — a nonprof-

it, all volunteer organization —=

and a Hillsborough County
Office of Neighborhood Rela-
tions minigrant.

Volunteers and county work-
ers will accept household dis-
cards on Natures Way, at the
parks maintenance facility just

west of Alafia Elementary
School.

" Acceptable items include
appliances, mattresses, watet
heaters, televisions, steel and
other metals, furniture, com-
puters and components, non-

commercial constructon
debris and tres.
Some items cannot be

accepted, such as yard waste
and hazardous materials (paint,
batteries, propane tanks), and
waste from commercial activi-
ties.

Elderly or disabled residents
who need help loading and
hauling items for disposal can
call the BHA for help. Please
call 681-2051 before 3 p.m. on

Aptil 6 to schedule a pick-up.

More volunteers are heeded
to staff the collection site and

 help residents unload their cars.

High school students and
Scouts can earn community
service credits for assisting with
this project. To help, contact
Laura at 643-2990.0r laurafra-
zier@mmpabavrf'cbm

Community Event To Benefit Families, Scholarshlp Fund

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association Inc. volun-
teer board of directors is
organizing a “fun-faiser” it
hopes will benefit the entire
community, as well as the first
annual recipient of the B. ].
Stelter Bloomingdale Commu-
nity Scholarship.

The event, still in the early
planning stages, doesn’t have a
name or a confirmed location
yet, but it is set for Saturday,

Restaurant,
EPC Working
With Residents
To Curb Noise

FIELD TESTS
CONDUCTED

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

Roger Cardroof, owner of
the Po’ Boys restaurant-on
Lithia-Pinectest Road, says it’s
just as important to him to be
a good neighbor and abide by
the law as it is for him to run a,
successful business that pro-:
vides good food and entertain-
ment for Bloomingdale tesi-
dents. A

So when a group of Wind-
Woods  homeownets
tecently complained to him
about disturbing noise levels
cofiing from his restaurant,

sor

Cardroof said he took hlS E,

neighbors’ concerns very seri-
ously. :
“We had complaints cormng
in from several residents that
the noise level on Thursday
and Saturday nights, when we
have karaoke or a band on our"
patio, was excessive,” he said.
Cardroof said he and his:
wife purchased a decibel meter
and set it up in the street in
front of the area of residences

See NOISE, Page 18

May 20 and will most likely be
held at one of Bloomingdale’s
two public parks.

In addition to a mini-links
golf tournament, association
president Ted Grable said the
group also plans to hold a silent
auction and prize raffle.

Several board members are
ready to start mapping out the
details, but many mote volun-
teers are needed to make the
event a success, Grable said.

“We hope to organize a sig-
nificant event for the entire
community, not only to raise
money for the scholarship

fiind

Board member George May
said the group needs at least
twenty more neighbors to help
-out.

“We could use some extra
hands on the day of the event
to set up, man the silent auc-
tion, direct parking and clean
up at the end of the day,” May
said.

“We also need people willing
to work in the planning stages
and meet a few times before
the event.”

Volunteers are also needed

-~ 1o solicit raffle ard silent auc-

tion items from local business-
c€s.

With a little more help, May
said, the event should prove to
be a2’ -gteat opportunity for
neighbors to get together for a
good cause and have a great
time doing it.

“It will be a fun, family-
friendly day,” May said.

The event sponsor is Leadet-
Board of Tampa, a golf tout-
nament management franchise
owned by Bloomingdale resi-
dents Bob and jerilyn Gau-

dreau.

The B. J. Stelter Bloomi‘ng—
dale Community Scholarship
was instituted this year by.the
BHA board. The program
honors its namesake-former
Bloomingdale High School

‘principal, who retired this year

after 14 years of dedicated
service to Bloomingdale stu-
dents and their families.

To volunteer for the plan-
ning committee or to help out
on the day of the event, please
call 681-2051 or e-mail bloom-
ingdale homeowners@verizon
.net.

Say you saw it in the The Bloomingdale Gazette
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Barbéts

_BEST of

a Row!

2 Convenient Locations!

CLAYTON PLAZA
Hwy. 60
& Kings Ave.
689-4240

ALBERTSONS PLAZA
iithia Pinecrest
* & Bloomingdale -

657-1600

BRANDON
v Ten Years in

Halrcuts
$8 - $12

BEST CUTS o BEST PRICES

OPEN: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. * Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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- MORESTOPS FOR
FISHHAWK RIDERS

A Gazette Report

After 2 months-long review of express
route bus service in the greater Blooming-
dale and FishHawk areas, Hillsborough
Regional Transit Authority officials con-
firmed last week no changes would be
made to its popular 25X express service
between Bloomingdale and MacDill Air
Force Base.

OMINGDALE

Bloomingdale resident Norbert Gobin,
who regulatly rides the 25X to his civilian
job at the base, served on a panel assigned
to work with HARTline officials to
streamline and improve express route bus
service.

HARTline originally proposed elimi-
nating 2 number of stops on the 25X
route, most of them in the Bloomingdale
area. That concerned Gobin and his fel-
low bus riders, who rallied to retain the
existing Bloomingdale stops and stressed
the need to add even more stops in the

NEIGHBORHOOD

HARTline Extends 27X Route, Leaves 25X As|s

FishHawk area.

Gobin and other 25X riders said they
were very pleased with the HARTline
decision to keep the Bloomingdale stops
active.

“It is great news for 25X riders and
encouragement for those in the Fish-
Hawk, Boyette and Riverview areas who
will ride the newly expanded 24X route.”

For mformation about HARTline

express route bus services, log on to
www.hartline.org or call 254-4278.

Bloomingdale Library Celebrates First Birthday

COMMUNITY INVITED

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

The Bloomingdale Regional Public
Library starts another chapter in its young
life this month as library patrons, staff
and volunteers celebrate the facility’s first
birthday.

Pat Boody, president of the Blooming-
dale Friends of the Library, said in one
short year, the library — reportedly Hills-
borough County’s fourth busiest — has
already become an integral part of the
community.

“We’re so excited about the continued
support for our programs and the
demand for books and other materials,”
Boody said.

A birthday celebration is planned for
the library Feb. 12 from 2 to 3:30 p.m. The
library will be decorated in a birthday
theme, with balloons, cake, punch and
-goodie bags for children.

Birthday party. visitors are invited to
donate a book for the children’s collection
in honor of the anniversary.

Boody said the Friends group will work
with the library staff in the coming
months to increase the number of chil-
dren’s programs available at the facility
this summer.

“The children’s programs have been
extremely popular, and we want to include
as many children as possible.”

The Friends group also looks forward
to seeing months of meetings, discussions

and design reviews with the public arts
committee come to fruition.

“We’ve received so many comments
from local residents and will be excited to
celebrate our art installations, hopefully
early this summer,” she said.

From the library’s popular story hours
to computer education classes and games,
writing wotkshops and more, Boody said
it’s often standing room only at the
Bloomingdale Library.

“The Friends of the Library, volunteers
and staff have all contributed to the great
success of our library;” Boody said.

“And we have even more activities in
the early stages of planning, so look for
more community events in the future.”

Information: 635-1644.

Murray Dale Neighbors Concerned About Pond

SITS IN PROTECTED
CONSERVATION AREA

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

Homeownets in the Cypress Reserve
section of Bloomingdale contacted the
Bloomingdale Homeowners Association

Inc. and Gazette staff last month to find
out who is responsible for the mainte-

nance of a consetvation area and pond
behind Muttray Dale Drive.

The pond and surrounding property,
one neighbor said, are overgrown and
unsightly, and have been for years.

BHA board member Steve Heckel is

the homeowners association’s liaison for
Neighbothood Standards, the private
company hired by the BHA to promote
compliance with county codes and deed
restrictions.

Heckel said there is no easy answer to
the question of who is responsible for

See POND, Page 17

NEWS

How To Submit
Neighborhood
Complaints

CONTACTINFO
MUST BE PROVIDED

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

For evety neighborhood
complaint, there is an appro-
priate contact or two, but it’s
sometimes difficult to deter-
mine who those contacts are.

Following are a few exam-
ples of complaints typically
received by the Bloomingdale
Homeowners Association Inc.
and the Gazette, along with
the appropriate organizations
for residents to contact.

Please keep in mind that
most of these organizations
will not process complaints
unless a contact name and
numbet for them to follow up
with is provided.

A complaint form to regis-
tet deed resttiction or county
code violations is provided on
the community Web site,
www.bloomingdalegazette.

And, as always, Blooming-
dale residents are welcome to
contact the BHA (681-2051,
bloomingdale.homeown-
ets@verizon.net) and Gazette
staff (643-2990, info@bloom-
ingdalegazette.com) for assis-
tance in resolving ongoing
issues.

Deed Restriction Violations

Neighborhood Standards:
833-0759, neighborhood
standard@tampabay.rr.com

Bloomingdale Homeown-
ers Association Inc.: 681-2051,

See COMPLAINTS, Page 18

The Bloomingdale Homeowners
J Association Inc. -

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL. 33594
Phone: 681-2051 Fax: 684-2358

E-mail: Blonringdale. Homeowners@\V erizon.net
Web Site: www.bloomingdalegazette.com
BHA | mieetings are at the community office on the
first Monday of each monthat 7 pim.

President: Ted Grable Vice President: Joe Hickle

Treasurer: Pam Liguori Director: Tony Diolosa

Director: Lydia Harrod ~ Director: Steve Heckel

Director: Dale Kahn Director: Janie Lee

Director: Stanley Lee Ditector: Myron Magedanz
'/ Director: Ken Pyse

l
Bloomingdale Special Taxing District
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL. 33594
Phone: 684-6667
BSID meetings ate held at the community office
on the second Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President: Thom Snelling

Vice President: Russell Jones
Treasurer: David West
Correspondence Secretary: Paul Sims
Recording Sectetary: Michael Buday

| Tony Diolosa, 681-1146

Your Inside Connections

Trustee: David Steck
Trustee: Joe Harless
Property Manager: Al Devney

Bloomingdale Community
Security Program

The Bloomingdale Community Security Program
committee meets the third Thursday of each

month at 7 p.m..

Coordinator/Equipment Manager:

=/ILLCEL

WRitchess previder For Bloomingdaie Mokt Vatch

Treasurer: Paul Kelmer
Patrol Membet: Steven

| Heckel

Patrol Member: Brad Scharp
Patrol Member: Paul Warr

Bloomingdale Oaks
Special Taxing District

P.O. Box 3132, Brandon, FL 33509-3132
Phone: 685-2817

BOSTD meetings ate held at 3419 Cade Lane on
the second Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
President: Bill Grace

Treasurer: Fred Englehart

THE BLOOMINGDALE
GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL. 33594
(813) 681-2051
Fax: (813) 684-2358
E-Mail: info@bloomingdalegazette.com

Executive Director — Joe Liguoti
Editor — Laura Frazier
" Correspondent — Mack Austin
Correspondent — Leslic White
Restaurant Critic — Elton Dumont

Published by Sunbelt Newspapets
505 W. Robertson, Brandon, FL. 33511
Phone: (813) 657-4500

The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along
with The Tampa Tribune on the first Saturday of each month.

Publisher — Carla Floyd
Advertising Manager — Tami Donaldson
Phone: 627-1322; E-mail: tdonaldson@tampatrib.com
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Relay For Life Teams Forming

SETFOR APRIL 21 AT
BLOOMINGDALE HIGH

By Nancy Pursino
Special To The Gazette

Wow! It’s “Relay For Life” season
again. This year the Relay is on our turf
— right here at Bloomingdale High
School. Relay For Life of Bloomingdale
will be held on April 21. All Blooming-
dale residents are invited to come and
supportt the Relay. If you have never
been to a Relay For Life event, you ate
in for a treat.

Here’s the 411 — Every year, more
than 800 people gather together to

honor cancer survivors and to raise
funds for the American Cancer Society.
Teams of ten to fifteen people camp out
overnight. During those 18 hours you
must have at least one member of your
team walking or tunning on the track
There are usually themed laps, like paja-
ma lap, purple lap, backward lap - it’s a
lot of fun!

Usually we have a couple of bands
play. The rest of the team can partici-
pate in the all the other events, such as
dancing, lip synching, face painting,
competingin contests and resting up for
their turn to walk. Some teams raise
funds during the Relay For Life, and
some have done all their fundraising and

they are just haniging out and having
fun.

We open the relay with the survivors
lap — to honor the heroes. There’s a
dinner prepared for all cancer survivors.
At 9 p.m.,, everything stops and the
lights are lowered as we light luminaries
to remember those who lost their battle
with cancet. There are mothers, fathets,
grandparents, school friends, best
friends and children of all ages who
have become victims of cancer. Cancer
doesn’t discriminate.

The candles are placed high on the
bleachers spelling out the word
“HOPE”. )

Everyone knows someone who has

ot had cancer. My husband does Relay
For Life because his mother died from
lung cancer at the age of 42. I never met
her. My children never got to see their
grandmother, and she never got to hold
them.

I do Relay for Life because six of my
aunts died from cancer — I don’t want
to be next.

Who would you do Relay For Life
for? Come on — join us.

'If you would like to participate, or if
you ate 2 cancer survivor or know one
who would like to attend please contact
the American Cancer Society at 685
0670-or online at www.cancet.ozg,

Trash, Recycling And Yard Waste Poll Results Are In

RESIDENTS: ROOM
FOR IMPROVEMENT

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

In response to residents’ concerns
about trash, recycling and yard waste
collection, volunteet members of the
Bloomingdale Homeowners Associa-

KEYS = PAINT « PROPANE = CARPET CLEANERS = LAWN & GARDEN

WE HAVE A GREAT
SELECTION
OF FIRE PITS

- Starting at *89 -

. F1rep1ace Accessones
*» Logs & More

The helpful place.

Hardware

ACE HARDWARE
OF BLOOMINGDALE

Bloomingdale Square at
Bell Shoals & Bloomingdale

Full Service Hardware
Open 7 Days -

681-1223 |

tion Inc. are working closely with the
Hillsborough County Solid Waste Man-
agement Dept. and Liberty Waste LI.C
(one of three haulers hired to handle
solid waste in various parts of the coun-
ty) to identify potential problems and
improve services.

On Jan. 3 an e-mail message polling
homeowners about solid waste collec-

tion services was sent to more than 800
residents signed who are registered to
receive e-mails from the BHA and
Gazette.

Of the 91 responses received, 35
rated overall service excellent or good.
Twenty-six respondents rated the serv-
ice at the low end of the scale, indicat-
ing poor or very poor service. Twenty

rated it basically satisfactory, right in the
middle of the scale.

When asked their thoughts on semi-
automated trash collection, currently
under consideration for implementa-
tion in unincorporated Hillsborough
County, 39 respondents were in favor of
the change, 25 were opposed to it and

See WASTE, Page 17
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Not valid with any other offer.

;' LUBE, OIL & FILTER
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$24 Savings!
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__________
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We accept all major credit cards.
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FREE BRAKE CHECK '
FREE A/C CHECK |

_____
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Prices! Separate Well-Visit and
Sick-Visit Entrances
Courtesy Prenatal visits choose your
Pediatrician before your baby is bom

Not valid with any ofher offer. "gga-1556 :I

Expires 3/3/06 }----- -+

. CV AXLE o Check Engine Light On? ¥
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JOE’S SPECIAL
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Not valid with asy other offec

Rail-Road-Themed

CALL

NOW FOR

PHYSICALS

NADAL PEDIATRICS

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS

376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 681-7101
8am-5pm Mon-Fri

888 South Parsons Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 655-0292
8am-8pm Mon-Thurs
8am-5pm Fri

- www.nadalpediatrics.com

Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P.
Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P.
Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P.
Rosalinda P Tiongco, A.R.N.P
Joyce I. Young, A.R.N.P.
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Red Cross Needs Drivers, Dlspatchers

PROVIDES TRANSPORTATION
TO THOSE IN NEED

A Gazette Report

The American Red Cross Tampa Bay
Chapter has an urgent need fot volun-
teer drivers and dispatchets to operate
its Transportation Program in Hillsbot-
ough County.

Drivers and dispatchers are needed to

fill assignments weekdays from 8:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Red Cross Tampa Bay
Chapter headquarters, 3310 W. Main St.,
Tampa.

This vital Red Cross community serv-
ice provides free transpottation to those
who have no other means of getting to
critical medical and dental appoint-
ments, rehabilitation or therapy ses-
sions. The service celebrated its 25th

year of service during 2005.

Individuals interested in volunteering
must be dependable, in good health,
able to devote at least five hours (one
day) per week to driving or dispatching,
have a good driving record, be familiar
with area street systems, have an eye for
detail, be willing to undergo a back-
ground check and possess a strong
sense of caring and helpfulness for the

LETTERS T0 THE EDITOR

clients who use the service.

Dispatchers assist in scheduling and
coordinating daily driver assignments
and managing client pick-up and drop-
off schedules.

For more information about becom-
ing a Red Cross volunteer driver or dis-
patcher, contact Bonnie Kushlakus,
(813) 348-4820, ext. 834, or e-mail kush-
lakus@tampabay.redcross.org.

Wild Dame Night
For Women Only

ANNUAL CENTER PLACE BENEFIT

A Gazette Report

Center Place, at the Brandon Regional Library on Vonder-
berg Drive, will host its 15th annual Wild Dame Night, an
evening for women only, Feb. 18,

The affair begins at 6 p.m. with social time and wine, fol-
lowed by dinner and dessert catered by Affairs to Remember.

Stages Productions will present a special performance of
“The Wild Goose.”

Tickets, available at Center Place, are $50 per person. Pro-
ceeds benefit Center Place children’s programs and events.

The event is sponsored by sponsored by William K. Bel-
ton, Jr., DM.D — Art & Science of Dental Care; Dynamic
Printing; Platinum Bank; Kathryn L. Kepes., M.D. — Center
For Radiation Oncology; TECO, Durkin & Mason, C.PAS,
P. A,; Jennifer L. Murphy — Wachovia Valrico State Bank;
Tammy Holmberg — Chick-Fil-A At Lake Brandon Village;
and Stages Productions.

For more information, call 685-8888.

Send letters to laurafrazier@tampabay.rr.com
or mail to Editor, The Bloomingdale Gazette,
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL.33594. All let—
ters are subject to editing and are published on
a space—available basis.

Where’s your AED?

If someone collapses in your restaurant, com-
munity centet, church or

work place, will there be an AED (automated
external defibzillator) available?

Is there anyone among your staff, coworkers
or group who know how to do CPR and use the
AED?

While most cardiac arrests happen at home,

many occur in public places such as restaurants -

and churches. When someone collapses and
goes into cardiac arrest, time is critical. CPR and
AEDs can make all the difference in the world.
There are now more than 800 AEDs in our
community but this is not neasly enough. While

many businesses, homeowner associations and
churches have stepped up and purchased AEDs
and then received training in their use, many
more have not. These devices are much more
affordable than in years past and have become
even simpler to operate.

Our community’s survival rate to cardiac
arrest could be vastly improved if more AEDs
were available, and more people were trained to
use them and petform CPR.

For assistance in placing an AED in your
business, otganization, or other venue, please
contact the American Heart Association at 1-
800-275-0448 or e-mail the Heart and Stroke
Director, Deborah Tamargo at deborah.tamar-
go@heart.org,

David Travis
Rescue division chief for Hillsborough County
Fire Rescue

visit www.BloomingdaleGazette.com

Bb is for Brandon

Accrrdited by the
Notionsl Acadeny
of Bariy Chlldhood
Programs

tnited Way of Tamiss aay

jec S tampa JerSh

8J] commanity center
INER] preschool

For all e¢hildren regardless of race, colior, or creed,

Tampa

Jewish
Community
Center

The Jewish Community Center
Preschool is coming to Brandon!

Space is limited.

The first 70 Families to register
by Janaary 19th will receive

a 20% tuition discount!

Act nowl!

For registration
materials or to make
an appointment call:

Cheryl Matthews

at 813.769.4797

jewishtampa.core 13009 Community Campus Drive, Tampa, FL 32625-4000 TJ813.264.9000

Full Line Music Store & Edumnon Center

Keyboards ¢ Drums * Guitars/Amps

Private

& Group

Vocal or
Instrumental

Lessons

Jr. Showcase Players (8 & up)

Showcase Players (13 & up)

Karaoke Rentals & CDs
Sheet Music * Books

Sl < mmer Camps

Home School Programs
Instrument Petting Zoo
Pre-K Music Play & Art
Suzuki Violin
Musical Rock Band

Theatre

Acting Upl (age 4-8)
“Jungle Book Kids”

*101 Dalmations”

“Oklahoma!”

813-685-5998 « BRANDON

’ 402 Qakfield Dr. (near Brandon Hospitaly Mon-Thur 8-9; Fri 9-8; Sat 9-6
www.musicshowcaseonline.com 502454
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Bloomingdale High Band
Prepares For Annual Benefit

AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED

A Gazette Report

The Bloomingdale High School
Rajun’ Bull Band is asking local
businesses and families for dona-
tions of items to sell at its 19th
annual Band Booster Benefit Auc-
tion.

New products, services, gift cer-
tificates and gift baskets will be

" auctioned off at the Feb. 25 sale,

set for 5:30 p.m. at the school. Auc-

tioneer Rob Hennessee ' will
delight guests with his skills.

Antiques and unique, pre-
owned items of exceptional quali-
ty may also be accepted.

Proceeds will help offset
expenses for the group’s spring trip
to a regional band competition in
Atlanta.

To mail or deliver items to the
school, or to arrange for pick up,
call Lynne Walther, 654-0013 or
Michelle Colesanti, 681-8889.

L0 EEBRURRY 7008  THE BETOMINGDALE GAZETFTE S 7
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E Bloomingdale Families
: Welcomed Special Guests

Bloomingdale High School class of
2005 graduate Kara Walther, cen-
ter, and her family hosted two of
about 130 Japanese students who
traveled to the U.S. last month.
Members of the Inagakuen Wind
Orchestra, many of the students —
including 17-year-old Yui Fukuhara
and Momoko Kawai, pictured —
stayed with the families of Bloom-
ingdale’s Rajun’ Bulls Band mem-
bers during their tour. The group
performed at the Tampa Conven-
tion Center and EPCOT. Lynne
Walther calied the experience
“awesome” and said, “l only wish
they could have stayed longer.”

Say you saw it in the The Bloomingdaie Gazette

Photo courtesy of Lynne Walther

30 MILLION AMERICANS BELIEVE THAT 2006
WILL BE THEIR YEAR TO GET IN SHAPE.
ARE YOU ONE ©OF THEM?

Changein :
Progress! y

b
Train with 4___
Karen M.
Joseph,

"BS, MA
ACSM,
NSCA,
ACE

Fountain of Fiineé's,' Inc.

629-4469

About 97% of this 30

million are about to fail.

" DON’T LET

THIS HAPPEN
TO YOU!

Be A Success!

Let Fountain of Fitness Personal
Training Studio make your New
Year's resolution a redlity..

* Fully equipped
* Reasonable rates

* Highly qualified
degreed instructor

* Flexible appointments :
* Located in Valrico

FREE CONSULTATION
Fountain of Fitness, Inc.

providing exercise programs
exclusively designed ?fr women
all ages.

“Special Health
Conditions Accepted”

"frker S

Lawn

& Landscaping

S’eﬂ g Blnmmnvda/c‘ foroven 6 years

[

MONTHLY RATES - NO CONTRACTS

Services Include g
e Lawn * Tree Trimming
- Maintenance e Planting
* Mulching * Sod Laying
* Fertilizing » Weed Killing
Call Jeff for Free Estimate

Lithia Office 737-6707 * Cell 503-2828

n ETnl l Licensed & Insured
LANDSCAPE SERVICE, INC.

Design, Installation and Maintenance

677-1710

Proudly Serving The Brandon Area Since 1990
Owned & Operated By Spencer Sommer

- wwi.detaillandscape.com

..to make your smile bright.

Whitening ¢ Growns & Bridges ¢ Dental Implants
Oral Sedation Available  Most Procedures Completed In Office
Insurance Filed For You » Extended Payment Plans Available
Care Credit Provider » Now Accepting New Patients

WY
BRANT

CALL TODAY

662-9233

to schedule your appointment

D.M.D.

Prcchcmg Fine Cosmetic
& Restorative Dentistry

1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE e« BRANDON

www.drbrantwade.com

473251
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BLOOMINGDALETE

SPECIAL

TAXING ‘DI

STRICT

Property Manager Starts Annual Bid Process

LANDSCAPING,
PAINTING PLANNED

A Gazette Report

- Bloomirigdale Special Taxing
District property manager Al
Devney teports the following
projects underway or complet-
ed in January, and those sched-
uled to take place this menth.
To contact Devney; call 684-
6667 or
bloomingdale homeowners@v
erizon.net.

DPMI Requests
Contract Renewal
The property manager sent a
letter of notification to the tax-
ing district board indicating
that Devney Property Manage-
ment Inc. wishes to renew its

e-mail .

existing contract for an addi-
tional year as 6f April 1, 2006.

Wall Painting Completed

United Painting Service was
scheduled to finish its painting
contract last month. A joint
inspection was conducted. Any
deficiencies will be corrected
before the final bill is forward-
ed to the taxing district board.
The estimated cost is $29,900,
which is below the budgeted
amount.

Bid Request For Sign
Painting Mailed
Requests for proposals to
paint entryway signs scheduled
for maintenance this year were
mailed to sign painters. The
estimated cost is $3,360, based

on last year’s costs.

Landscaping Plans
Exceed Budget

The evaluation for mainte-
nance and improvement needs
for shrubs, bushes, creeping
fig, flowers, and St. Augustine
grass sod were finalized and the
bidding process has begun. The
current requirements exceed
the $64,800 budget by $21,000.
Some areas will therefore have
to be deferred until next year.
In addition, 2 review of the
landscape maintenance and fer-
tllization contracts was com-
pleted. The property manager’s
recommendations will be deliv-
ered to the taxing district board
ptior to its February meeting,
The property manager also
plans to host the pre-bid meet-

ing for the landscape contract
in.February.

Decorations Packed Away

The community Christmas
decorations wetre removed,
inventoried and stored.

Accident Site
Repairs Completed
Repairs at accident sites on
Natures Way and Elton,
Erindale and Lithia Pinecrest,
and Bell Shoals and Greenhol-
low were completed. There
were 16 accidents resulting in

property damage in 2005.

Residents Request
Trash Bin At Bus Stop

A trash receptacle will be
installed on Glenhaven next to
a bus stop, at the request of

several residents.

Creeping Figs To Climb Walls
on Glenhaven, Natures Way

The planting of 680 creep-
ing fig plants along the wall on
Glenhaven and the east side of
Natures Way from Callista to
Moondale will be completed in
Febtruary. ‘

Eat, Drink, Pitch
Out The Window

In the land of eat, drink and
pitch out the window, in Janu-
ary, 12 bags of litter were
picked-up; in addition to a dis-
carded metal bat and a traffic
cone. Six American flags, eight
yellow ribbons and 21 flood
lights were replaced. The bev-
erages of the month were Diet
coke, Cervesa and Jack Daniels.

Bloomingdale Taxing District Trustee Seat Open

GROUP MANAGES
TAX DOLLARS

A Gazette Report

The Bloomingdale Special Taxing

District has one seat open on its volun-  bills).

teer board of trustees.

The board manages the expenditure
of taxing district funds collected annu-
ally by the county ($100 per home,
added to homeowrers’ property tax

The trustees, all Bloomingdale home-
owners living within the district, hold
open meetings once a month at the
community office to plan maintenance
and improvement projects.

There are currently severi members

serving on the board.

For morte information about the tax-
ing district or open trustee seat, call 684-
6667 or e-mail bloomingdale.home-
owners@verizon.net.

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980 ¢ 3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL. 33594
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Turft 1331

Fertilization and Pest Control

For best results on a weed-free yard, it is highly recommended that
pre-emergent be used during cooler months. Turf Pal offers a
weed prevention application specifically formulated for Tampa's turf grasses.

Call today fora
free lawn analysis!

Don't Delay.. Appllcatlon is
needed now for Best Results

"NOW OPEN

The paifit > 0re
Your Neighborhood Paint Store

Serving Riverhills, FishHawk, Bloomingdale,
Buckhorn, Twin Lakes, Lithia Ridge
and surrounding communities.

PORTER

PAINTS

684-2800
Mon-Fri 7-5 * Sat 8-2
Serving Residential & Contractors

We Earn Our Stripes Every Day!"
-ﬂ'| 4360 Lithia Pinecrest Rd (across from Lithia Springs Elementary) IEE
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Substation Celebrates Eighth Anniversary

COMMUNITY POLICING
PROVES EFFECTIVE

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER
Bloomingdale Community Resource Deputy

Can you believe it? Eight years have
passed since the Hillsborough County

 Sheriff’s Office Bloomingdale Commu-
nity Station opened on Bell Shoals

Road. That was 1998.

Since then, progress has continued to
make your community-a safer and more
secure place to live and raise your fami-
ly.

Hillsborough County Sheriff David
Gee has already started incorporating
several new programs that continue to
put emphasis on community policing.
Your community deputy now works
directly under 2 sheriff’s detective (see
related story in this issue).

The reorganization has already
improved communication and coordi-
nation in solving crimes. We all contin-
ue to need your help and support in
improving the quality of life in your
community. Please help us help you!

All Motorized Scooters
Are Illegal, Dangerous

To those parents who purchased
motorized scooters as gifts for their kids

_ this Christmas, please note the vehicle

regulations that cover motorized scoot-
efs and skateboards are misunderstood
by many residents. :

“Go-peds” and similar gadgets ate
considered motor vehicles under Flori-
da statute 322.01(26) and require a dri-
ver’s license under Florida statute
322.03.

Howevet, the vehicles themselves do
not have to be licensed or registered.

. . This can be confusing,

The law is designed to protect
younger children. They don’t know traf-
fic laws and rules, and they dtive all over
the place, in and out of traffic.

Parents who allow their kids to oper-

~ ate these vehicles face the possibility of

ctiminal action.

Special Assistance To Protect Babies

One of the most effective programs
offered through your community sta-

tion is car seat checks.

These ate free of charge, but appoint-
ments are recommended by calling the
station at 635-8040.

There is no substitute for all drivers
using their seat belts. An unbuckled par-
ent who is setiously injured because they
are not buckled up will be unable to
provide help to their children or other
passengers.

So, the rule is short and simple,
“Buckle up.”

Traffic Blitzes Continue

For those drivers who havent
noticed, the sheriff’s office has several
unmarked vehicles with deputies con-
ducting traffic blitzes (spot checks) to
stop drivers who blatantly disobey the
law.

Very expensive citations are being
wiitten. '

Run 2 red light, speed in a construc-
tion zone, pass a stopped school bus or
speed in a school zone and you will write
one vety big ‘check. Don’t waste your
hard earned money. Just slow down and
pay attention, riot dollars.

visit www.BloomingdaleGazette.com

813-661-2476 24n0s 813-503-2691 ce

www.stevemoran.com

#1 Individual Agent In Brandon

$21 MILLION SOLD IN 2005

Call The Agent That Has Become A “HOUSE SOLD” Name

i L
ot .

GOLF COURSE BEAUTY

R BL

MINGDALE POOL HOME =T
This 3 BR 2 BA pool home won't last long! Kitchen is open & bright,
features plant shelves and track lighting. Open family room has

ENFORCEMENT

' COMMENTARY

Personal Promise
Prompts Patience On
. TheRoad, At Home

SAVOR THE MOMENTS

“The very last ride we take is prob—
ably the slowest one we’ll ever
make.”

By IRENE BUGGY
Correspondent

A week into the New Year, my

[ husband noticed there was a tin of

| holiday cookies still sitting on our

| Kitchen counter. It had a card on it
from us to our next door neigh-
bors. It seems I had never gotten
around to delivering the gift during
the busy holiday season. I had
thought about doing it several
times, and once even got all the way
to their door and knocked only to
find no one was home. And so, the
cookies were still sitting on our
kitchen countet on Jan. 6.

The forgotten cookie incident
prompted me to make a New
Year’s resolution — to slow down.
This might not seem like it would

" take much effort, but when you
actually try, you realize how diffi-

1SS See COMMENTARY, Page 17

THE GREENS OF BLOOMINGDALE

This 4 BR 2 1/2 BA home is a golfer's delight! The kitchen features
wood cabinets w/plant shelves, tile backsplash & recessed lighting.
Kitchen nook overfooks the back yard. The family room is open &
airy with glass sliders that open to the large screen enclosed lanai.
The family room offers a beautiful view of the golf course, laminate
wood flooring in the dining room, family room & laundry room.
Ceramic tile in foyer, kitchen & baths. Decorative paint throughout.
Beautifully landscaped yard, located in prestigious River Hills.

MLS# T2140782 - 2016 sq. ft. = $315,000

MOVE IN CONDITION

Pride of ownership shows in this 3 BR 2 BA Cardel home. Wood
cabinets w/plant shelves and a gas range in kitchen. The breakfast
nook has a built-in desk and overlooks the open & airy family room.
Master suite is spacious & has crown molding, plant shelves and a
walk-in closet. Tile in kitchen, family room & baths. Laminate wood
in all bedrooms. Landscaped yard w/decorative borders. Located in
Covington Park, minutes to |-75.

MLS# 12140299 1200 sq. ft. * $210,000

remote control ceiling fan and glass sliders that open to the screen
enclosed lanai. Formal dining room. The master suite is huge and
has sliders leading to the lanai. The master bath has a jacuzzi jetted
tub and a double pedestal sinks. New carpet. New interior and
exterior paint. Neutral colors make this home a delight for the new
buyers. Extra privacy with the fenced yard.

MLS# 72139447 » 1602 sq. ft. = $245,000
3 ) P

oy
5!

CANTERBURY OAKS

Pride of ownership shows in this 5 BR 4 1/2 BA home. The kitchen
features oak cabinets, plant shelves, granite countertops, flat top
range, built-in desk, work island and mitered glass windows in
nook overlooking lanai. All formal areas. Spacious master suite.
18 x 18 tile in all the right places. New carpet. Fresh interior paint.
The downstairs bonus room w/bath is huge w/hardwood flooring,
separate sitting area and glass sliders leading to the pool. The
screen-enclosed pool is perfect for entertaining w/two lanai areas.
Den/office. Beawrtiful huge comer lot. Don’t miss this one!

MLS#T2127954 » 3675 sq. ft. » $560,000

This 4 BR 3 BA home is located in the heavily sought after
neighborhood of the Greens of Bloomingdale. The kitchen is light
and bright and has lots of counter space, plant shelves, a ceifing fan
and a new dishwasher. The family room is open & airy and features
a buift-in entertainment center with a tiled fireplace and has glass
sliders that open to the screen enclosed lanai. Large master suite
and master bath has garden tub. Mature landscaping with oaks and
St. Augustine grass. Minutes from shopping and dining and a short
walk to the YMCA.

MLSi# T2140124 < 2460 sq. ft. « $350,000

AR e 4+£

THE HAMMOCKS

One-to three-acre home sites in this small, upscale development.
Several waterfront lots. Gated community. Only 12 custom home
sites. Minimum 3,000 sq. ft. Side-entry garages. Three approved
builders. Beautiful one-sireet subdivision with huge grandfather
oaks on Lake Grady. One mile south of FishHawk and Bell Shoals.

MLS# 72135487 = From $210,000

162341
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ENFORCEMENT

‘Natures Speedway’ Frequent Acadent Slte

HIRED DEPUTIES, 3-WAY
STOPS SUGGESTED

By MACK AUSTIN
Correspondent.

Bloomingdale Special Taxing District
property manager Al Devney all too
often sees first hand the destruction
caused by careless drivers whipping

around the curves and corners on -

Natures Way in Bloomingdale. _

Devney inspects each accident site to
determine the extent of community
property damage incurred. He logged
32 reported accidents in 2005, including
17 that resulted in property damage.

“Of the (crashes) that caused proper-
ty damage, most were very 'scrious,
Devney said.

“One had 2 total of almost $10 U{)D in

damage to the driver’s vehicle, the com=

munity wall and a resident’s property.

This doesn’t even include the time wast-
ed and additional problems caused by
the accident.”

Deputy Pete Maurer, Bloomingdale’s
community resource deputy, said it’s
only a matter of time before a resident
out walking, jogging or biking is killed
by a dangerous driver on what is known
as “Natures Speedway.”

Cpi Don Balaban; the Sheriff’s
Otﬁce District IV detective supervisor,
‘at the Bloomingdale Area Community

- Council’s February meeting, offered

some suggestions to help decrease the
specdmg problem.

“Increased motor patrols can help,
and many communities hire off duty

o .dcput:les to monitor traffic and write

citations. Some citations have averaged
around $400.” -

" Balaban ‘also suggested that major
intérsections along Natures Way could

This car vs. w
accident — ol
of 17 reportes
2005 — cost t
driver $5,000
vehicle repait
and resulted i
$2,000 in dan
ages to a resi-
dent’s proper

Photo Courtesy of DPMI Property Management

be changed to three-way stops to help
with traffic flow:

“It would take the assistance of (Dis-
trict IV) Commissioner Ronda Storms
to have traffic studies conducted and
improvements made. It will save lives.”

Maurer said parents also need
monitor their teens to ensure they 2
obeying all traffic laws.

“More and more teens are beis
killed in auto accidents right in their ov
neighborhoods,” he said.

Detectives, Deputies, Residents Make Great Team

BLOOMINGDALE RETAINS
LOW CRIME RATE

By MACK AUSTIN
Comrespondent

The BACC, Bloomingdale Area
Community Council, is a volunteer
group of residents fromm various home-
owners associations in the greater
Bloomingdale area. The council works

* with law enforcement, county and state

government tepresentatives to help
improve safety, secutity and the quality
of life in the community.

The group meets on the third Thurs-
day of each month; 7:00 p.m. at the
Bloomingdale substation on Bell Shoals
Road. All interested tesidents are invit-
ed to attend. For information call 635-
8040

Cpl Don Balaban the Sheriff’s
Office Distfict IV detective supervisor,
attended the council’s s January meeting,
Bloomingdale’s Community Resource
Deputy Pete Maurer introduced the
corporal, noting that all station commu-
nity resource deputies are now working
under the direction of Balaban’s unit.

* New low e Postal
UPS Direct services
Rates U Mail_box

. Puckqging services
services * Color copy

sl services
¢ Shipping s Fax services

services « Office

e Freight
shipping
services

» Shipping, * Printing
packaging, services
moving e Shredding
supplies service

supplies
» Notary
services

The UPS Store*V

Now Avdilable!
Commercial Document Shredding

809 E. Bloomingdale ¢ Near Bell Shoals

Relax & Enjoy the Rlde

[ No Parking Worries. No Traffic Hassles.
Begin your Trip Worry-Free.
The best personalized transportation
for any occasion
e AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION
e SPECIAL EVENTS

Balaban said, “With this organiza-
tonal change, resource deputies and
detectives will be working closely as a
team to prevent crimes and solve cases.”

Balaban said community resource
deputies and service officers are an out-

standing source of information about

"whiat is happening in the community.
Using current ctime statistics for the
Bloomingdale area, Balaban showed
council members the direct affect of
this team concept.

“The crime rates in the Bloomingdale
area ate much lower due to the coopet-

.Z/zas' Cozpaaz&z _Seaan QIIL’.

689-4998 7o

ation of law enforcement and res
dents.”

Balaban suggested that increasin
Mobile Watch programs would be a
excellent way to further reduce crime i
‘our community.

“Use the wealth of talent that th
retired residents of Bloommgdale have
Get residents watching after their ow
community. Sun City residents do thi
and ctime is almost non-existent there.

In addition, Balaban said resident
must do their part by locking up thei
vehicles and homes.

~ THE
BLOOMINGDALE
GAZETTE

L_I;_ -
813-657-5450 .//c 813- 655-0384 do

linoslimo@yahoo.com
www.linoscorporatesedan.com

The official

AD7E61

e Open Evenings 5 to 11pm, Weekends
‘& Holidays 1 to 11pm :

¢ Infants and children through age 21

131 W. Robertson St.
(1 biock west of Parsons)

813-655-8880

e Most insurance plans accepted

Urgent care doesn’t have to be a pain!

Pediatric urgent care, including stitches, broken bones,

asthma therapy, dehydrat:on therapy, pain relief and
more.

necessary

* No appointment -

e On-site lab and xray

¢ Minimal wait time

A:ﬁ:er *Hours K
Pediatrics

‘U"gsm = ~are for Infants, Children & Young Adults

publication
of the BHA
since 1980

3509 Bell
Shoals Road
Valrico,
FL 33594

bl

(813) 681-2051

Fax:
(813) 684-2358

467619
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New Studio Promotes Health, Fitness

CONTROLLED
OUTCOMES,
REASONABLE EFFORTS

By LESLIEWH lT.E.
Correspondent

Losing weight was the num-

ber one resolution of 2005,
according to Newstarget.com.

Joe Raymond, director -of
services and personal trainer at

the new CORE Fitness Studio

at 160 E. Bloomingdale Ave. in
Alafia Oaks Plaza, said, “Mil-
lions of people dive head-first
into exercise in the first two
weeks, but 70 percent don’t fol-
low through with their New
Year’s resolutions within 90
days.”

A discouraging percentage?
Raymond says it doesn’t have
to be.

CORE stands for
trolled outcomes, reasonable
efforts,” which Raymond says
are the keys to long-term suc-
cess in improving overall health
and fitness.

The studio is owned by
Health Fitness Associates, a
company which uses personal
training to promote physical
and ergonomic safety. Their
management is trained to pro-
mote safe body mechanics for
specific jobs.

On a smaller scale, CORE
Fitness Studio works one on
one with individuals seeking to
improve health and fitness,
which Raymond explains atre
each integral parts of the other.

“What we do here is encout-
age people to incorporate a
new way into their life, making
the individual solely responsi-
ble for themselves,” he said.

“con-

Say you saw

it in the

The Bloomingdale

Gazette

The first thing CORE does
is assess, the theory being, “If
you don’t know where you’re
at, you can’t know where you're

¥

Medical screenings and sev-

eral in-studio assessments help
trainers gauge the current con-

dition of the client’s body.

“Success,” said Raymond,

“comes from thorough assess-

ment of strengths and weak-
nesses to set appropriate
goals"’ :
Fitness, he said, is about 75
petcent dependent upon nutri-
tion: Although a person could
be working out all week, they
might not achieve their goals
because of bpo'or nutrition.
CORE works with dieticians
and doctors to help clients
develop a healthier regimen,

which is documented in 2 daily -

journal along with exercise.

The other 25 percent of fit-
ness is exercise, Raymond said,
an important activity many
people say they can’t fit into’
their schedules.

“If you’re going to fight your
schedule, you're going to fail,”
he said. Individuals can do
exercises anywhere, in 15 min-
utes or Iesé, and get a lot.out of
1t. .

“Our major emphasis is on
periodization training, where
you train for periods of time,

“breaking down the phases of
- the program.”

© The studio has exercise
‘equipment to target specific

areas of the body, and Ray- .

mond emphasizes, “Every pro-
gram involves some kind of
(cor—e’ condiﬁo 'i 1g_l’

Each individual program is = |

tailored in content, frequency
and duration, depending upon

‘the needs derived from the per-

sonal assessment and an indi-
vidual’s goals and schedule.
CORE works strictly by
appointments, and will work
with: either individuals, buddy
< teams (two participants, same
_ session) of.groups (three to six
participants, same session).
Beginner’s Personat Pilate’s
group classes will also be
offered.

CORE also works with | POSt- -

'therapy and  pre-surgery
patients. Raymond is certified
to work with doctors and their
patients with movement disor-
ders, such as stroke victims, MS
or Parkinson’s disease.

For more information or to
schedule mappomtment call
681-3000.

Rates & Mortgage Programs Are Changing.
Get the moritgage that works best for you!

OPEN DOOR MORTGAGE!
* Purchase/Preapprovals
* Investment Loans
* Construction Loans
* Mortgage Check-ups

LEE PHELPS 654.7717

474121

www.opendoormtg.net

-and apply on line! g

T T,
-

LESLIE WHITE/Photo

Mary Beth Purtell works her fitness routine into her schedule, exercising on
her lunch hour at CORE Fitness Studio. :

SLODMINGDALE PAINTING
“t0 Butoh Of Cuality”

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR » PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

654-5646

Bloomingdale Resident
Tod Howard

458854

~. [REE ESTIMATES.
b\  EXPERIENCED and
— 7 RELIABLE

Lic. 3694
Bonded & Insured

7 ' e 57{9'/25

Career Night
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Now We're Cookin’ InBrandon 52 omes

PREPARE 24 ENTREES
INTWO HOURS

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

Tt was that all too familiar late afternoon
quandary — “What’s for dinner?” that
inspired Scott and Michelle Whitt to create
Now We’re Cookin’ in Brandon, a2 meal
preparation business. ‘

Michelle admits she didn’t always have
an answer to that daily inquiry, inspiting
she and her husband, along with several of
their friends, to drive to a do-it-yourself
meal preparation business in Tampa to try
a “make it and take it” approach to dinner-
time. The expetience was so helpful, Whitt
said, that many in the group agreed, “Bran-
don needs something like this.”

And thus, a new business was born.

Now We’re Cookin’ in Brandon offers
the benefits of a home-cooked meal, with
all the shopping, preparation and cleanup
done for you, allowing you to prepare and
package family meals in a state-of-the-art
commercial kitchen complete with on-site
staff to assist in the process.

It might not be surprising to realize that
forty percent of meals consumed in Amer-
ica today are eaten outside the home. In
addition, according to a 2005 ConAgra
Foods nationwide survey, seventy percent
of patents expetience some level of stress
associated with dinnertime.

Now We’re Cookin” strives to de-stress
dinnertime and make it what the Whitts
believe it should be — enjoyable time
spent with family around the traditional
dinner table.

The Whitts even wotk to de-stress yout
experience in their well-stocked commer-
cial kitchen by providing light food, drinks
and music during the preparation process.

Here’s how it works.

Upon artival at Now We’re Cookin’,
guest cooks, armed with aprons and their
pre-selected menu choices, are guided to
the first pteparation station. Each station
is set up with a step-by-step recipe, all nec-
essary utensils, spices and ingredients
accordingly prepped and chopped. If
someone has questions during the process,
staff membets are on the floor to help out.
A regular size entrée can feed four to six

Scott and Michelle Whitt, owners of Now We're Cookin’ in Brandon, practice what they teach. “This is
all we eat for dinner now,” they said of their prepared-in-advance family style dinners.

people, but entrees can be halved into two ~ home, and suggestions for compatible side |

containers for smaller meals. dishes.
Whether customets come alone or with

=€} Now We’te Cookin’ hosts groups and |
a group, within two hours, 16 to 24 entrees  jndividuals, and is available for events like

Correspondent

‘ _decades ago.

for the worse, the s

| boomer himself,

tures’ of today.”
LESLIE WHITE/Photo

pteventive  dentis

|

| ed solution was dentures.
| Dr. Roger Anderson of
Dental-Health.com, a

Alternatives

FUNCTION, LOOKS
CAN BERESTORED

By LESLIE WHITE

Dentistty today is a
whole new ballgame from
what baby boomers saw
their parents go through

Not so long ago, when
| teeth started to take a turn

uggest-

writes,

“There was little emphasis
on prevention when we
wete younger, and we
escaped the typical ‘oral
hygiene motivational lec-

Now, due to advances in

try, a

major overhaul may not be

necessary. Possible solu-

tions to dental problems are

CIrowns Oor Vencers.

implants, partial bridges,

— depending on the serving sizes chosen  dies’ nights or baby and wedding show- The ADA, American

— can be assembled and ready to take erg Gift certificates ate also available.

home.

A rotating selection of 14 entrees is
available. All recipes ate tried and tested by
in-house chef Geotge Russo, who brings
with him over 15 years’ experience as an
executive chef.

The Whitts offers a new menu every
month, with favorites reappeating accord-
ing to customer demand. Vegetarian alter-
natives are also available. One of the most
popular dishes is the pecan-encrusted
chicken.

Either eight or 12 entrée selections can
be assembled in one two-hour day, evening
or weekend session.

school.

entrees.

Schools can designate a particular night
with Now We’re Cookin’ and purchase pre-
made entrees, with 10 percent going back
to the school. In addition, any school
group that books a private party can raise
5 percent of the night’s earnings for their

For more information or to schedule a

After each entrée is assembled, the dis- session, call 684-FOOD or visit
posable dish containing the ingredients is www.cookininbrandon.com . Now We’re
taken to the wrapping station, where the Cookin’ in Brandon is at 4377 Lynx Paw

report that they we

have problems in

and natural looking
tive to dentures.

Dental Association, esti-
mates that 110 million peo-
ple are missing one ot more
teeth. Currently, out of 35
million Americans who

ar den-

tures, 21 million say they

cluding

lack of stability and reten-
Special Mom & Me sessions are held the | tion.

first Saturday of every month. Kid-friend-
ly stations are set up for youngsters to
make their own macaroni & cheese dish
while mom or dad wotks on the family

Today’s dental implants
offer permanent replace-
 ment teeth, which are surgi-
cally inserted in the
patient’s jaw. Implants pro-
vide 2 much more stable

alterna-

In addition to implants,

dish is foil-wrapped for freezing, complete  Trail, across the street from Lithia Springs | boomers are also spending
| money to replace old fill-

with a label for thawing and cooking at Elementary School.

ings.

visit www.BloomingdaleGazette.com

‘ Dr. Scott Atrnold, of

! See DENTAL, Page 16

How about...

v Paying off your debt

v Making home improvements

v Get befter rates and terms

v Lower your morigage payment
v Build a new swimming pool

v Pay for Kid’s college fuition...

& Florida

Mortgage
Connectio

Have you thought about ways to put your home’s
equity to work ior youn?

n

To make an appointment fo ook at your

options call.. 81 3.681-260

162104 V1
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Elton Enjoys Rib Stickin’, Mouth Waterin’, BBQ

DINEIN, CARRY
OUT, BULK ITEMS

ELTON DUMONT
Exclusive To The Bloomingdale Gazette

Having lived in Texas for years,
another BBQ restaurant opening in the
Bloomingdale area was initially not of
any real interest to Mrs. Dumont and I.

But, upon a recommendation from a

friend, we decided to give the new °

Jaymer-Que restaurant in Albertson’s
plaza on Lithia-Pinecrest Road a try. We
were delighted.

Owner Jaymer Holcombe was born
in San Antonio, Texas. He and his wife
Cyndi absolutely know. BBQ ... rib
stickin’, mouth waterin’, mesquite fla-
votin® real Texas BBQ.

You can order Pulled Potk by the
pound for easy heating it home for
$8.79, or a Pulled Pork sandwich for
$4.29. My wife had the dinner plate; a
half pound of pork, two side items and
bread.

The Beef Brisket was packaged for
take home at $9.39, $4.49 for a sand-
wich and $7.39 for a dinner plate. 1
ordered the brisket chopped and, like
the pulled pork, it was wonderful.

Both entrees were as good as any
authentic Texas BBQ we ever tasted.
And, oh my, the Texas style ribs! A full
rack was $17.50, half rack $10.25 and a
Rib Dinner was $6.99. Jaymer gave us a
sample of the ribs and they disappeared
.in a nanosecond. Plus they also have
Pulled Chicken, Kids Meals, and some-

thing called a Butt-Load Burger.

Side “dishes include Baked Beans,
Homemade Cole Slaw, Potato Salad,
Pasta Salad, Cut Corn, Broccoli and
Gatlic Mashed Potatoes. I chose the
beans and slaw (as any self-respectin’
Texan would). They were made with
care and quite delicious.

My wife had the pasta salad and the
beans and said both were very good.
But I really didn’t pay much attention to
her, as I was just immersed in home-
style Texas BBQ once again.

Desserts are offered but change
often, so you have to check when you
go or call in your order.

I will caution you that the seating area
doesn’t have a lot of tables, but we did
dine in with no problems. Our next ven-

ture will be for take out (I suggest you
call ahead because I predict they will get
very busy). X

Jaymer-Que also caters special event
and plans a “Friday Rib-Fest” and a
“Saturday Steak Out” to be prepared on
their patio grill. |

It was a thoroughly delightful dinin,
experience and surprising light on the
pocket book. Mr. and Mrs. Elton
Dumont give it a hearty “thumbs up.”

Restaurant - hours

are Tuesday

‘through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 8

p.m., closed on Sunday and Monday.
For morte information call 657-4227 or
visit jaymer-que.com

Untl we eat again, I remain your
humble gastronomical servant, Elton
Dumont.

Talent Group Seeks All Desperate Housewives For Acting Workshop

DISCOVER YOUR
INNER ACTRESS

A Gazette Report

Act One Talent Group will hold a
“Desperate Housewives” acting work-

shop geared towards stay-at-home
moms this month at its studio, 1308-10
E. Lumsden Road in Brandon.

Jill Killian, actress and owner of Act
One Talent Group is offering the class
on Mondays in February from 12 to 2
p-m. Child care is available.

‘The class will be taught by Killian,
along with New York actor and come-
dian, Artie Fletcher. Fletcher currently
appears in the television show “Law &
Otder C.I.”

The class is a Level 1 Introduction to

Acting where improvisation, scene
study; character development and stage
presence will be discussed.

To register or for more information,
call 653-1584 ©~  or visit
www.act]talent.com.
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Apclio Beach
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www.tumpabaypools.com
“Where Quality & Price Meet”  Member, Tampa Buy Bulders Associfion, Forida Swimming Pool

Building Quality Pools Since 1987 i $2E=
6/MO: 100% | =

BEFERRED : FINANGING 2
PAYMENT : AVAILABLE . —
PLAN -

FREE ESTIMATES
Brandon

505 WESTBROOK AVE

504253

Association ond Better Business Bureau

Plant Services

Make a month’s worth of meals

...in less than two hours.

Register Online and Save!

www.letseatdinner.com

# Landscape Design & Installation = Irrigation Design, Installation, & Repair
# Complete Lawn & Landscape Maintenance = FREE Estimates
= Over 10 Years Experience # Licensed & Insured & Commercial & Residential

Take $10 off

at checkour,

Enter discount code “BG1™

Expires 2/28/06.

Grand O
Fiald &

viads
FNGLA
e

Phone Numbers - 813.610.7072, 813.625.2778
keel@earthlink.net

500035
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Fresh Market Offers
Produce, More

Brandon Fresh Market, at
the corner of South Parsons
Ave. and Mason St. in Bran-

don, is open Saturday from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Owner Olga
Santamaria offers up fresh
produce, flowers, plants,
herbs and orchids, along
with homemade fudge, can-
dy, pet items and unique
arts and crafts items. Pic-
tured, stained glass artist
Beth Kauffman of Valrico
displays her wares at the
market. Santamaria said her
customers enjoy live music
and children’s entertain-
ment every week. “Shopping
at the market feels like a
great adventure,” she said.
For information,

call 684-6806.

N e Ldd
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Photo courtesy of Brandon Fresh Market

Club Brings Sports, Social Activities To Brandon

Club member
choose from
variety of
adult league
sporting

PROMOTES HEALTHY LIVING, GIVING

‘A Gazette Report

A new local club promises to bring a whole new
energy to the Greater Brandon Area in 2006.

Tampa Sports and Social Club provides its mem-
bers with a variety of adult sports leagues, social par-
ties and events, volunteer opportunities and afford-
able mini-adventure vacations.

The club’s mission is to provide an exciting, social-
ly active lifestyle to all adults, and to organize volun-
teer opportunities in the community.

. St. Joseph’s Children’s ‘Hospital, the Make-a- -Wish

Club members have partlc1pated in benefits to col-
lect holiday gifts for non-profit,organizations such as

Foundation, and ECHO, Brandon’s Emergency Care
Help Organization.

An annual fee of $35 entitles members to a variety
of activities including flag football, basketball, soc-
cer, softball, volleyball and golf. Discounts are
offered for groups, neighborhood and corporate
team sign-ups.

For more information call (727) 793-PLAY or visit
www.playtampa.com.

events, incluc
ing soccer,
held at variol
locations
throughout
Hillsborough
County.

Photo Courtesy of Tampa Sports and Social Club

Say you saw it in the The Bloomingdale Gazette

We are there

when you need us... "

BRANDON’S
MUST SEE
STORE

The Beautiful
and Stunning...

CLASSIC
IMPORTS

LaTE HOURS URGENT CARE

® Minor and Urgent Care

® Most Insurance Accepted
(Now Accepting Cigna)
X-rays and EKG

® In house labs
® All ages welcome

8AM "til midnight

7 days a week

Summerfield Crossings
location opening soon

Big Bend and 301

Board Certified in emergency medicine

3444 Lithia Pinec 1. » Valrico, Florida 33594

~PLUS - COMPANY
WE’RE HAVING A SALE 3
AFFORDABLE
Old World i )
Antique Rep roductions The Fine Art of Home Decor
are our specialev! Uniquely Different and Rare
GECUrY, ”ﬂ[{}' Furniture » Gifts * Home Accents

166 N. Parsons Ave. Brandon, FL

1813-681-8180

L[ 6)— Just One Block North of Hwy. 60
' Next to LaSeptima Cafe

504
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Prudential Tropical Realty
Expands Bloomingdale Location

LOCALLY OWNED, OPERATED SINCE 1959

A Gazette Report

Prudential Tropical Realty announced in January the expan-
sion of its Brandon/Valrico office at 3248 Lithia Pinecrest
Road in the Royal Oaks Shopping Center. The newly expand-
ed office opened in December.

The new facility features 5,200 square feet of office space
that accommodates 50 professionals. It also features a 1,500-
square-foot, statc-of-the-art training facility that will be used
to train sales associates new to the company in castern Hills-
borough County, Polk County and the South Tampa area.

“We’ve experienced such tremendous success in the past
two and a half years that it was time to expand,” said branch
manager Louise Key. :

According to the National Association of Realtors, despite
three major storms, the south saw the strongest third-quarter
annual increase in existing-home sales of all four national
regions, with an increase of 8.2 percent from the third-quarter
Prudential Tropical Realty has 12 residential offices located
throughout Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco and Polk counties,
and is ranked the No. 2 real estate company in the region.
Locally owned and operated since 1959, the company offers
residential, commercial, property management, relocation,
title, and mortgage services.

THE BLOOMINGDALE
GAZETTE

The offictal publication of the BHA since 1980 « 3509 Bell
Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594 » (813) 681-2051 Fax: (813)
684-2358 * E-Mail: info@bloomingdalegazette.com

VALENTINE’S DAY
'SPECIALS!
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A
( CHILDREN'S CONSIGNMENT & GIFT BOUTIQUE )

4387 Lynx Paw Trail in Valrico
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TEAMS PLAYED 100
INNINGS, 14 GAMES
[N ONE DAY

By MACK AUSTIN
Correspondent

In this sometimes “gimme”
world, it is very encouraging to
find young people who are
given the opportunity to learn
the importance of putting the
needs of others first.

Anyone who has enjoyed the
great sport of little league
baseball knows it takes a
tremendous amount of time,
motivation and energy to play
the game. But one local little
league club recently went leaps
further than making those sac-
rifices for personal success.

The Bloomingdale Bullets
Baseball Club, formed in 1998
by Coach Sal Giardina and
Mike Lancaster, held its annual
charity fundraiser in Blooming-
dale last month.

Organizers put together
teams of different age groups,
picked a cold day in December
and then — just for kicks —
had all teams play 100, yes,
that’s one hundred innings —
the equivalent of more than 14
consecutive games.

And they did it all for a great
cause. At the end of the day,
the team presented a big check
for $12,000.00 to the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Founda-
ton.

O - —

SPORTS

Bullets Raised $12,000 For Cancer Foundation

e

> Sk

MACK AUSTIN/Photo

Bullets coach and co-founder Sal Giardina gives a final thank you to team
members who participated in last month’s charity fundraiser baseball

marathon.

The Bullets club is made up
of about 50 players ranging in
age from 8 to 14. The Bullets
have some advantages ovet
many other little league organi-
zations. They get to play
together for several years, and
they play with older, more
experienced players. They also
keep many of the same coach-
es from year to year. This con-
tinuity has proven to be very
effective. More than 80 percent
of the players who stay on
wind up on high school teams.

And the Bullets now have
bragging rights for their first
player who’s moved on to col-
lege baseball — Carmine Gia-
tdina, the son of the club’s
head coach and co-founder, is
now on the roster at the Uni-
versity of Texas.

Giardina said, “We want
these young players to leatn to
Jove baseball and get good at
playing, but we also want them
to learn the importance of giv-
ing. One of the ways we do
that is through our annual
community charity events. Our
special projects include a
Thanksgiving and Christmas
activity and an annual baseball
marathon to raise funds for
special needs.”

This year the team chose to
raise money for the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Founda-
tion. Giardina’s mother is a
cancer survivor, and he said
many team members have
friends and loved ones fighting
the disease.

These players and their pat-

See BULLETS, Page 18

YOUR NEIGHBORS
Becky Jordan

More than just a Consignment Store!

Girls & Boys Clothing Newborn to Teens

Ceils, Equipment, Accessories, Toys & Unique Fumiture

glﬂVEB HILLSPLAZA
Lithis-Pinecrest—next
Li&iawmwlﬁd?n Kids)

655-3727 ....

1

Look 6-20 inches -
Slimmer

e Mineral Wrap e Tighten & Rejuvenate Skin
o Improves Appearance of Cellulite

Exclusive, safe and effective mineral wrap
allows concentration on trouble areas:

thighs, waist and abdomen.

Does NOT use dehydration or water weig
achieve resuits. No Contracts! You'll come’

BECAUSE IT WORKS!

Call today about this secret
of the rich and famous.

o

1. T\[2 [+l Body Wraps,

763 W. Lumsden 651-1192

and
Ray Chadderton

Becky and Ray of
Keller Williams Realty
are your neighborhood specialists.
If you’re thinking about
making a move, call
Becky and Ray today!

(813) 690-1157 (813) 601-0597

&)
KELLER WILLIAMS

161507
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‘Medicare Matters’ Workshops Open

HELD AT RUSKIN SERVICE CENTER

A Gazette Report

Web Site Details Medicare
EXPLORE, COMPARE PLANS

A new Web site offers a comprehensive, national educa-
tion program to help Medicare beneficiaries and their fam-
ilies understand the new prescription drug coverage, assess
their personal situation, understand their choices, compate
plan options and make the enrollment decision that is right
for their health and their financial situation.

- The site is sponsored by The National Council on the
Aging and the Access to Benefits Coalition, with support

“Medicare Matters” workshops, sponsored by
the National Council on Aging, will be Feb. 7 and
Feb. 21 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Hillsborough
County Ruskin Neighborhood Service Center, 201
14th Ave. in Ruskin.

The workshops, open to the public, are intended
to help Medicare beneficiaries review and select a
Medicare presctiption plan. Each workshop will
have several trained volunteers on hand to go
through the plans on-line with each individual.

For more information call Dee Fridella, manag-
er of the South Hillsborough Region Health and
Social Service Dept., 671-7647, Ext. 222.

“from pharmaceutical company AstraZeneca.
The Web site address is wwwmymedicarematters.org;

Wild Exhibit At Tampa Museum Of Art

THE WORK OF MAURICE SENDAK

A Gazette Report

The Tampa Museum of Art will feature 2 spedal exhi-
bition, “Wild Things: The Art of Maurice Sendak,” from
Jan. 29 through April 23.

The exhibition examines the prolific career of award-
winning illustrator and author Mautice Sendak, best
known for such children’s classics as “Where the Wild
Things Are” and “In the Night Kitchen.”

Sendak’s art has been widely enjoyed by children and
adults for more than 50 yeats.

In addition, his work includes set and costume design
for opeta and ballet.

Organized by The Jewish Museum in New York City, it
is the largest exhibition of Sendak’s work in more than a
decade and one of the largest ever mounted, includes 144
drawings, artwork for posters, theatrical sets, as well as
costumes for opera and ballet petformances.

For mote information, call 274-8130 or visit www.tam-
pamuseum.com.

HTV-22 Adds Five New Programs To Lineup

NEW COUNTY UPDATE,
MAGAZINE PROGRAMS

A Gazette Report

Hillsborough County’s television station — HTV22 —
is launching its new and improved look this year. HTV-22
now offers five new magazine-style programs, each fea-
turing an assortment of five-to-seven minute segments
highlighting specific county events, programs, depart—
ments and services.

The station’s new flagship program, Inside Hillsbor-

ough County, will air two shows a month. It features
short, imely stoties about different county departments
and agencies. i ‘

Other monthly programs featured include S A.EE. and
Sound, focusing on public safety concerns, and Tradi-
tions, which covers topics about Hillsborough County’s
cultural affairs.

County Update will cover breaking or time sensitive
stoties and recap information from board meetings.

Held over from the station’s current lineup will be the
Message Board, Informes Latino (En Espafiol) and the
documentary seties, Timeline.

Say you saw it in the
The Bloomingdale Gazette

DENTAL

Continued From Page 12

Arnold Dentistry in Bloomingdale, said,
“Some of those fillings have been in 20
years or more. At that point they can start
to crack the teeth, even microscopically.
Over time, the tooth becomes damaged.”
In addition, older fillings could possibly
have decay or bacteria underneath, and
should at least be checked out.

Many patients are choosing to change
out their old silver fillings for tooth-col-
ored fillings, for two teasons. One is pure-
ly aesthetic — composite fillings look nat-
ural. Another is that the resins which make
up the composite fillings are said to be
safer and longer-lasting,

The ADA says that 43 percent of den-
tists believe maintaining good oral
hygiene/preventive cate is going to be the
primary oral health issue facing the baby-
boomer generation.

However, 80 percent of the same den-
tsts report that whitening/bleaching is the
service that this generation is most likely
to request versus other age groups, fol-

lowed by other cosmetic dentistry (69 pet-

cent).

Why such a large percentage? Repre-
senting 29 percent of the U.S. population,
boomers make up the vast majority of the
work force. At this time in their life, an
empty nest means a little more expendable
income, according to Elizabeth Albritton,
a certified dental hygienist with Arnold
Dentistry.

And by all accounts boomers are doing
everything they can to maintain their
youthful appearance.

Reality shows like “Extreme Makeover”
have spotlighted cosmetic dentistry, mak-
mg “smile makeovers” a must-have.

But aside from aesthetics, the ADA and
dentists encourage patients to pay atten-
tion to their oral health. Albritton offers
some suggestions.

“Find a dentist you’re comfortable with
and whom you trust. Ask your friends and
neighbors who they see and how they like
them,” she said.

As boomers mature, issues can arise that
they’re not aware of, and regular visits to
the dentist can prevent deeper problems.

“All the focus on aesthetic dentistry has
brought people into the office and helped
dentists address the necessities first, before
dealing with the cosmetic issues,” Albrit-
ton said.

Quality Medical Care
When You Need H...

www.fishhawkurgentcare.com

FishHawk Urgent Care is now available to meet your immediate medical | *© Most Insurances
needs. When you are unable to see your primary care physician, don’t
want to spend the day in the emergency reom or just want imely and
efficient medical attention, FishHawk Urgent Care will see you NOW.

Bloomingdale Ave\%s
g N
; ‘f_z W-é-E Heneome WS Veshtiawk
—I5 @ ck Lirgent Care
A4 2 %
681 2111 il FishHawk Bivd .
- | r 1 = =
5464 Lithia Pinecrest Road, Lithia » Corner of Lithia Pinecrest Rd. & FishHawk Bivd. )

At FishHawk Urgent
Care we offer...
e Experienced Physicians
Board Certified
in Emergency Medicine
e Treatment for all ages
* Faster service with
lower co-pays than an
emergency room visit
¢ X-Rays, EKG, and
Lab Tests On-Site

accepted (including
Aetna, Tricare and Cigna)

Owned and Operated
by a Fish Hawk Resident

TECHPLAYZONETM

HI TECH HANG-OUT

TECHRECREATION”“

It's hands-on fun for the
young and young at heart.
TechPlayzone provides
f"\entertaimng enrichment
for preschoolers,

»
3 e
‘f

= ArterscHooL WorksHops .« Saturnay WorksHopS = BrrrHoay Parties « TecHNoLoGY Camps

13208 Boyette Road
in the Village at Boyette

Register by February 28th & Waive Registration Fee!
813-453-8612 - www.techplayzone.com

]
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POND

Continued From Page 4
maintenance of the pond and property, and no
simple way to get the job done.

Because the property surrounding the pond is
a protected consetvation area, Heckel said no
one — not even the sutrounding property own-
ers ot county crews — can legally make changes
to the site, including trimming or clearing of
overgrowth and undetbrush.

Any maintenance or improvements to the
pond and conservation area must be approved

- by the appropriate authorities, Heckel said. He

suggested concerned residents look into Hills-
borough County’s Adopt-A-Pond program for
help.

The Adopt-A-Pond program offers county
residents the opportunity to participate in a free
pond restoration and maintenance program.

COMMENTARY

W B0 R E e ATetth EoRT 2 FEBRUARY 2606+ THE BLOOMNYSHRLEGR A HY &

The county provides the machinery and man-
power necessary to accomplish the initial clear-
ing of :the pond banks, and enlists the help of
neighboring residents to weed out and replant
aquatic vegetation, all at county expense.

In order to qualify for the program, some res-
idents must agreeto actively participate in the
pond makeover, and all property owners with
homes adjacent to the pond must agree to allow
access to the property. ;

Howevet, since the Murray Dale pond is sur-
rounded by a protected conservation area, there
may be some additional hoops to jump through.
Authorization may be required from, for exam-
ple, the Environmental Protection Commission.

Any residents interested in improving the
appearance of the Murray Dale pond — or
other ponds in the Bloomingdale area — should
contact :‘Adopt-A-Pond -program coordinator

Jason Mickel at (813 307-1787 or e-mail mick- .

elj@hillsboroughcounty.org: -
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cult it is. We live in such a fast-paced wotld that

we think if we go faster we will accomplish more -

things. That seems logical, but we tend to make
more mistakes when we go into warp speed, so
the truly logical thing to do is to slow down.

Have you noticed that people are driving
around Bloomingdale like they are in the Indi-
anapolis 500? Drivers swerve in and out of lanes
like they have to be someplace an hour ago.
They run red lights and in some cases causing
accidents and harm to pedestrians. You hear
about cases like that in the news all the time, but
that still doesn’t keep people from pushing that
accelerator to the floor.

The need for speed also carries over into
other things we do daily. People are always
knocking into others while in stores of at the
bank or supermarket. The only place you ever
see people going slow anymore is in a funeral

procession. How ironic that the very last ride we
take is probably the slowest one we'll ever make.

I am not trying to be lazy, or to procrastinate
ot to get out of doing things. ’'m merely trying
‘to relish the things I do at a slower pace, and it’s
already starting to have some affect on me.

I feel calmer. 'm not as worried about getting
things done at a certain time. I know some of
you will say that you could never get things done
if you slowed down. I am not saying to move at
a snail’s pace, but find 2 happy medium between
a snail and a racecar driver.

The way I see it, the only people who should
be concerned about going fast are marathon
runners and Olympic athletes. As for me, I plan
to spend 2006 moving slower than the year gone
by, stopping to enjoy not only the flowers but
everything else that comes across my path.

visit

www.BloomingdaleGazette.com

WASTE
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12 were undecided. Even those
in favor of the service asked
for more details about the sys-
tem and expressed an interest
to “see how it goes in the
(recently semi-automated) city
of Tampa first.”

The most frequent com-
plaints about service were

loose trash and yard debsis left .

in the street after pick-up, cans
and lids thrown in the street
and/or driveways, and spo-
radic failure to pick up types
and amounts of yard waste
that are within allowable limits.

“(I would like to see) more
consistency in what they will
accept with yard waste and

bulk items. Some weeks they

refuse to pick up the same
items they picked up the week
before,” one respondént said.

One Eagle Ridge homeown-
er sent a detailed letter outlin-
ing specific complaints he
wished to telay on behalf of
his neighborhood section.

The complaints echoed
those from other parts of the
community, including consis-
tency of setvice, courtesy of
service and cleanliness. The
Eagle Ridge residents also
reported frustraton with
leachate left behind from
garbage trucks they said are
sorely in need of service or
replacement. j

“It is a routine occurrence
that upon completion of Lib-
erty’s collection route through
the Eagle Pointe community, a
discharge of either hydraulic

fluid or leachate has occurred.
The condition of the Liberty
vehicles and equipment should
be improved and maintained,”
the respondent wrote.

“The Eagle Pointe commu-
nity has recently spent nearly
$10K in assessment monies to
have our street resurfaced.
Now with the releases from
Liberty vehicles, it appears has.
been negatively impacted.”

Several respondents offered
positive comments about solid
waste collection services, and
noted a recent improvement in
services.

“Since the county and Liber-
ty began working with the
homeowners association to
address our concerns, I have
noticed a definite improve-
ment in Bloomingdale West.
There is far less trash left
behind, most cans are returned
upright to the cutb, and the
trucks rarely enter the neigh-
borhood before 6 2.m.,” wrote

one Bloomingdale Estates
homeowner.
A Cambridge Cove resident

wrote, “I personally give them
a high mark. No complaints.”

Another comment was,
“Collection has improved over
the past year. They seem to be
more accepting of larger yard
debris items, and leaving less
mess.”

The BHA plans to continue
working with Liberty to
address all residents concerns
and improve service to the -
Bloomingdale area.

For a list of FAQs wvisit
wwww.bloomingdalegazette
.com.

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomingdale, Illinois 61710

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

Terry Fink sgen

654.1320

410 E. Bloomingdale Avenue ¢ Brandon
fax 653.2947

STATE EARM

INSURANC%

Sushi Ninja

JAPANESE RESTAURANT

o Traditional Noodle
Soup (Udon)

447639

for 6 or 7%!

We take care of every aspect of the transaction!

Flat Fee Commission

2499

Paid at Closing

egardless of Sale Price

» We market, show and pre-qualify prospective buyers.
» We also handle all the paperwork and negotiations for one low fee.

Don’t List Your Home

e Tempura (Fried Chicken,

e Spicy Seafood Udon Soup

SAKE e BEER ¢ WINE

Shrimp, Pork Chops & Seafood)
with our own special sauce ., -

o Homemade Teriyaki Sauce
w/Steak, Chicken & Salmon

» Ninja Beef (A Sweet & Soy Sauce
Marinated over Night called Bulgogi)

Ask Woo Yong about his Korean Reflexology Healing

==

Forida and Best Beef Fried G-

E‘%MULTIPLE CHOICE REALTY
- 813-413-8501

www.multiplechoicerealty.net

*Commissions are negotiable & not set by law

161108

662-3377 - 887 E. Bloomingdale Ave.
Bloomingdale Square between Wal-Mart & Publix
11:30 - 9:30 Mon - Thurs ~ 11:30 - 10:30 Friday
4:30 - 10:30 Sat ~ Closed Sunday

Publix

Sushi

Ninja Wal-Mart
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NOISE

Continued From Page 3

whose owners called to complain abeout the noise.
“We registered between 44 and 46 decibels, and
the EPC allows 64 to 66 decibels, so at least from
the front yards, we are in compliance,” he said.
Admitting that the noise levels could be higher
from the back yards of the homes in question —
which face Lithia-Pinecrest Road — Cardroof said
he went a step further than taking decibel readings.
“We redirected the (outdoor) speakers to face a
block wall, and recently installed sheets of heavy-
duty plastic opposite from the wall to hopefully.
catch some of the sound.” ‘
Cardroof said since he installed the plastic barri-
et, he has received no complaints from homeown-
ers or the Sheriff’s Office.

SN BODS "“'Jll oD oW WW

But some nczghbors in Windsor Woods say the
sound level is still unacceptable.

Marvin Blount, chief of field investigations for
Hillsborough’s Environmental Protection Commis-
sion, said a team of EPC investigators was sched-
uled to take readings in Windsor Woods last week
on the residential property lines closest to the noise
source — the homeowners’ back yards. .

Reading results would be available a few days after
the test, Blount said. The results, not available at
Gazette press time, will be published on
www.bloomingdalegazette.com.

Cardroof said he would do whatever it takes to
tesolve.the problem amicably.

“We don’t want to break the rules, and we don’t
want to make the neighbors unhappy. We want them
to come to our restaurant.”

COMPLAINTS

Continued From Page'4 ' :
bloommgda.le»h_omcowners@ve_rizon;pet

Deed restriction requirements vary among
Bloomingdale’s 40 neighborhood sections. Sorne
violations may also breach Hillsborough County
codes and/or ordinances. To search for your sec-
ton’s deed restrictions online, log on to www.bloom-
ingdalegazette.com and click on the “Deed Restric-
tions” button at the top of the page. Use the elec-
tronic complaint form on the Web site, or call
Neighborhood Standards or the Bloomingdale com-
munity office.

County Code, Ordinance Violations

Neighborhood Standards: 833-0759, neighbor-
hoodstandard@tampabay.rr.com
Hillsborough County Code Enforcement: 274-6660

Report potential county code violations to Neigh-
borhood Standards and/or the Hillsborough Coun-
ty code enforcement office. Examples of potential
county code violations (some of which are also deed
testriction violations) include noise and nuisance
issues, illegally parked cars, boats and RV’s, loose ani-
mals, and homes and yards in setious need of main-

BULLETS

tenance and repaits.

‘Law Enforcement Issues

Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office Dispatcher:
247-8200
Bloomingdale Community Substation: 635-8040

Non-emergency law enforcement issues such as
the use of motorized scooters on public property,
“party’”’ houses, disordetly conduct and any poten-
tially illegal activity can be reported to the Hillsbor-
ough County Sheriff’s Office District IV dispatcher.
Fot help with ongoing, untesolved law enforcement
issues, Bloomingdale residents can also call Commu-
nity Resource Deputy Pete Maurer at the Blooming-
dale substation for assistance. -’

County Service Issues

Hillsborough County Citizen's Action Center
272-5900

To report complaints about cauﬂry prowded
services, such as trash collection, road construction, .

parks and recreation, school issues, sentot services
and more, call the county’s szen Action Center.

Continued From Page 15

ents braved a cold December morning and gave up
their Saturday for a great cause. They had a lot of
fun, and ended the day with a talk about giving. You
just can’t ask for better than that for our kids. These

young men are sute to carry this experience with

them throughout their lives. No doubt, the Bullets’

players and the people they meet throughout their
lives will be better for it. :

Say you saw it in the
The Bloomingdale Gazette

DAN'S FAN CITY

QUIET QUALITY FANS FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

SIZE  DESCRIPTION ONLY
42" 4 0or5BIid Fan - $39.99 |
52" Fan w/Light $59.99
52" 4 or 5 Bld Fan $69.99

52" Porch Fan $79.99
52" 5 Finishes - $89.99
52" Many Options $129.99

52" More Options $139.99
MODEL SHOWN NOT PRICED HERE
NEW TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON

AVAILEBLE 813-994-3422 813-969-3095 $813-685-6130 352-683-3267 WINTER HAVEN 863-299-2777

s0tocarions ST- PETE SEMINOLE CLEARWATER PT.RICHEY TRINITY OCALA 352-237-6999

NATIONWIDE 526-8191 397-1729  785-1911

847-1176  816-8702 wWwW.DANSFANCITY.COM
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“Mrs. Stelter ran a wonderful school,” West added,
noting that because he is coming in mid-year to the
school, “my main concern is to meet as many people as
Ican” Y

West’s first day on the job involved meeting with
teachers at Bloomingdale and then the students a day
later as they returned from winter break.

But he also spent part of both, days at Turkey Creek
Middle School — where he had been the principal for
the past seven years — due to a tragedy that struck that
community Christmas Eve morning with the death of
Turkey Creek school resource officer Robert “Chris”
Carrega, 48.

Carrega died when his pickup truck crashed into a
utility pole on Pless Road in Thonotosassa.

“T felt it was important for me to be there (at Turkey
Creek) the first day back just to show my face,” West
said.

“Chtis was the kind of guy who absolutely loved the
kids. He was definitely very well-liked by the students
and the staff.”

West’s experience includes a stint as science depart-
ment head at the Middleton Middle School, a magnet
school for science and technology that was renamed
Ferrell Middle School after the 2000 opening of Mid-

_“dleton High School. He also was the science department

head at Turkey Creek and an assistant principal at Mid-
dleton Middle School. >

West said being a principal, especially at the high
school level, is a great job if “you love it and you enjoy it
andry'c_;u love the kids.”

He added that he made it a point on his first day back
at Bloomingdale to attend Bloomirigdale’s soccer and
gitls’ basketball games at other high schools. In his early
days at Bloomingdale, West had helped coach the gitls
and boys basketball teams.

West’s goal is for every Bloomingdale student “to do
the very best they can” and for every parent to stay
involved with their child’s education.

He, too, wants to be visible in their lives.

“The only way you can affect change with kids is to
meet them and get to know them and get them to know
you,” West said. “They’ve got to believe that you’re real”

On the home front, West has three boys: Josh,
Christopher and Luke, ages 13, 10 and 3, respectively.
He lives with his kids and his wife, Laura, in Riverview.
“Education has always been a passion with me,” West
said. :

“My mother was a teacher and I saw the passion that
she had for the job and the benefits that can come from:
being a good teacher. Kids love you, patents love you.
It’s a great life. It really 1s.”

Many years have passed since West helped to open
Bloomingdale High Scheol — an experience he said was
very extiting. A lot has changed since those early days,
but West, in his office the first week back at school,
focused instead on what remains the same:

“We were excited when we opened this brand new
school in Bloomingdale and we wanted to be involved
in kids’ lives,”” West said. “And I still see that excitement
and that’s a great thing.”

408208° L

SPRING HILL =~ LAKELAND 863-644-4718

Gome Play Wik T

PUMPIT UPis a large, indoor plap
arena featuring huge air filled play :
structures. We also offer private rooms L _

Jor private paﬂ::s and group euenis:

POP IN PLAY TIME

Wed & Fri 9:30-11, Wed 4-5:30 /
Private Pariues Available Everyday! Call For Details. 4

Gmmmm...smmsm :

Book Your
—ri\. T"\da}‘l

.
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CPAMILY FUNFORALLAGES ~™*°

03215
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CUSTOM HOME BUILDER

ko AR Whatever you dream up,
z N Ly we can build it
W _ ADDITIONS, REMODELS, SUNROOMS, ETC.

WE BUILD ON YOUR LOT OR OURS.

- Our standard
services include:
- Supervision over all
personnel & projects
_ =S . - Attention to fine
. g o % S finish & detailing
S ' | - Prompt response

to all inquiries
- Obligation free

quotations

& consultations

17 Private Homesites ¢ Deed
Only 2 Lots Restrictions e No Thru-Traffic
Gty One acre lots starting at 129K.

Land & Home Packages from the mid 400’s.

MILLENNIUM ONE

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC.

Phone: 813-681-8873 » Toll Free: 888-201-8873 ¢ Fax: 813-681-6153
E-mail: service@millenniumone.net  CGC 1509892

161511
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¢ Five-Star Service
A |
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| s HOMES RECENTLY SOLD IN BLOOMINGDALE

_Ttee
| ¢/
_ & 3402 Bent Oak Street...........c........ .....$176,000
;’%) 4131 Quail Briar Drive ............... S $196,900
4 .
; Z ¥ 504 Emberwood Dive ... . $204900
| >
| ~ !{ 4501 Cabbage Palm Drive................... $211,000
) ( ,
' (IA 4105 Quail Briar Drive ...........ccooooo.... $212,000
TJP 4715 Lighterwood Way . $225,000
% 1011 BmGrove Lane. ............... $225,000
| 2
, ~ %" 523 Sandy Creek Drive...................$228,500
1 G } ’
] ¢ « 1427 Peachfield Drive...................... $235,000
] ~ 7Jp  1410Graywood Court................. $235,000

L1

4506 Preston Woods Drive................. ‘$255,OOOJ_____ "
10034 Bloomfield Hills Drive.............. $'259,_sés-'-‘-
1215 Callsta Avente..................... $260,000
3006 Braun Way oo $263,000
2329 Eagle Biuff Drive .......................$310,000
705 Brockville Dive e < 5311,000
1318 Riverfield Court .................

4528 River Close Blvd ....................... $355,000
2334 Timbergrove Drive............. :L'.-.;.7=¢$393 000
1009 Centerbrook Drive........ .$625,000
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