Bloomingdale High
School senior Jerry Kent
worked for two years to
establish a fossil dig site
at the school.
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charities.
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Frank Jennings, a Lithia resident, reads to his children, 1-year-old Seth and 3-year-old Phoebe,
brary. Of the 19,000 library cardholders in the South County district, 2,500 reside in Lithia. Br:

__

LAORA FRAZIER/Staff Photo

in the children’s room at Bloomingdale Public Li-
andon and Valrico residents account for more

than 12,000 cardholders, and 2,000 live in Riverview. Another 2,000 reside in other parts of the greater Brandon area.

Friends, Neighbors Request Library Expansion

BUILDING, PROGRAMS
‘BURSTING AT THE SEAMS'

By LADRA FRAZIER
Bt

Meeting space at Bloomingdale
Regional Public Library is at a premi-
um these days, even for a group of its
closest friends.

The Friends of the Library are plan-
ning 2 celebration to mark the branch’s
second birthday in February.

The gathering will be short and
sweet, limited perhaps to a fruit-punch
toast at the end of the regular business
meeting. It’s not celebratory spitit the
Friends lack, just available meeting
space at the library.

Librarian Julie Beamguard, Bloom-

ingdale’s branch supervisor, said her
staff spends alot of time each day talk-
ing to nonprofit groups interested in
meeting at the library.

. “There aren’t many places in Valrico
or Brandon whete you can go for free
meeting space. Our schedule is con-
stantly full, and we are always turning
people away,” she said.

A number of clubs meet at the
libraty once or twice a week. The
Gteater Brandon Genealogical Society
and Hillsborough County Master Gat-
deners are regulars, along with clubs
for people interested in computers,
knitting, reading, writing ... even
coupon clipping,

The staff schedules nonprofit group
meetings around an already jam-

packed roster of special programs pro-
vided by the Friends of the Library.

The branch hosted 500 special pro-
gram events in 2006 for adults and chil-
dren. Most were in the building’s
largest meeting area, the 125-person
capacity McLean Family Room.
Another small room holds up to 10
people. Two additional study rooms
can accommodate only five.

“We are clearly serving as a commu-
nity center in addition to providing tra-
ditional> library setvices, and that’s
great,” Beamguard said.

“But we really do hate to turn peo-
ple away, and we could do so much
more if we just had the space. We are
bursting at the seams.” ]

See LIBRARY, Page 17
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The BHA Is Now Accepting Applications For The 2007
BJ. Stelter Bloomgdale Community Scholarship

N GDALEGAZTETTE.SC

—



e - ———— e W e ey = 4

, 2+ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE » FEBRUARY 2007 & www.bloomingdalegazette.com

REALTY OF FLORIDA

Office: (813) 685-0111
1540 Bloomingdale, Valrico, Florida 33594
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VALRICO e
Adorable 3BD/2BA/1CG. Brand new g TWIN LAKES

dimensional roof, carpeting, and tile. Fresh . 6BED BEAUTY/3BA/3CG. Gated Pool & Tennis

paint in & out. 24x15 screened lanai & scenic community. Over 1/3 ac & Fabulous Backyard
backyard. Super location for shopping and View. One area handicap modified & can be
entertainment, highly desirable schools. used as in-law suite.

A commuter’s dream!

$1 69,900 $399,900

Call Debbie Edwards
Call Debbie Edwards
813-310-0226 i 813-310-0226

RENTAL ¢ RIVER HILLS
4BD/2.5 BA/2CG custom pool/spa home
with many elegant upgrades in a very
serene setting. Approx. 2,500 sq. fi.
Rent includes lawn and pool services.

WELCOME HOME!
Spacious 4/2.5/Pool home on private
cul-de-sac. Gorgeous lot on apx half acre
has large shady oaks in park-like setting.
Beautiful brick Fireplace in Family.

$2,250/mo. onty $250,000
Call Debbie Edwards Call Gary Raulerson
813-310-0226 813-625-4038

i e
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AWARD WINNING LAKEgA%%gOK“wX,?,'TY =
COMMUNITY! A
ctivities for all ages! 4/2.5/2CG Waterfront,
. 4BD/2.5BA/2CG home with 1,807 sq. ft. 42" Maple Cabs, Corian Counters, Master
ardwood fioors, maple cabmets silestone has spectacular view.
counter and Stamless Steel appllances
$280,000 oS Ra2Tri000

Call Susan Nemitz mm Susan Nemitz
813-625-1281 813-625-1261

COUNTRY LIVING g
5BR/3BA + master retreat. =
This 2,280 sq. ft. pool home |
sits on a very -
serene 1.25 acre site.

FISHHAWK R
Waterfront Pool Home with spectacular views. = IR, | il
4BD/2BA/2CG features 2,100 sq. ft., « p
42" Cabinets, Granite Countertops,
Basin Sinks and much more!

$355,000 $170,000
Call Martha Caicedo Call Rhonda Lewis,
813-220-8927 813-433-4319

Avalar Welcomes Two Neighborhood Realtors

Barbara Roys
(813) 957-8110

Gary Raulerson
(813) 625-4038

Martha

Caicedo
g o Realtor®
Tom Jones Debbie Edwards thonda Lewis (813) 220-8927
Realtor® Realtor® Realtor® Realtor® Hablo Espaiiol '

(813) 310-0226 (813) 310-1982 (813) 625-1261
Your Real Estate Consultants- For Life!

(813) 784-4337 (813) 433-4319

Servicio en su propio idioma

w Transferred? Relocating? We Can Help!
Call Toll-Free For Information Concerning Real Estate Opportunities In All Areas.

INI'ERNATIONALI
I | Call Our Relocation Department 1-800-523-2460, ext. M840

ODOOCHCTT -0
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BHA Now Accepting College Scholarship Applications

1STUDENTTO
RECEIVE $2K AWARD

A Gazette Repart

The BJ. Stelter Bloomingdale Com-
munity Scholarship is sponsored by the
Bloomingdale Homeowners Associa-
tion Inc. ;

The BHA will award a $2,000 schol-
arship in 2007 to one graduating high
school student.

Summarized eligibility requirements,
selection criteria and application due
dates are listed below.

Application forms and more infor-
mation are available at the Blooming-
dale High School guidance office, the
Bloomingdale community office, and
online at www.bloomingdalehome
owners.com.

Objective

The objective of the scholarship is to
reward and encourage high school sen-
1ots who live in the Bloomingdale com-
munity and attend Bloomingdale Senior
High School to pursue a college career,
and to honor the exemplary efforts and
outstanding dedication of B.J. Stelter,
principal of Bloomingdale Senior High
School from 1991 to 2005.

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Bloomingdale Homeowners Association president Ted Grable, in 2006, presents former Bloom-
ingdale High School Principal B.}. Stelter with a plaque commemorating the community’s annual
college scholarship award established in her honor.

Awards

The number and value of each annu-
al scholarship award(s) will be deter-
mined by the BHA) boatd of ditectors,
no later than its January board meeting,
based on available internal funding and
fundraising efforts duting the year. All
awards are for the current school year
and are non-renewable.

Eligibility

Candidate’s parent/guardian must
reside in the official BHA membership
area, as defined on the BHA Web site.
Proof of residency will be required at
the time of scholarship disbursement.

Candidate’s parent/guardian must be
a current dues-paying BHA member at
the time of application. Memberships

($25/year) are available any time of
year.

Candidate must be a graduating sen-
ior at Bloomingdale Senior High
School.

Candidate must have at least a weight-
ed 3.0 grade point average, on the latest
available report card, at the time of
scholarship disbursement. Proof of
grade point average will be required at
the time of disbursement.

Candidate must be accepted at a two-
year or four-year accredited college or
university. Students may apply for schol-
arship prior to acceptance, but proof of
acceptance will be required at the time
of disbursement.

The award(s) will be made without
regard to financial need.

Children or grandchildren of current
BHA board members are not eligible.

An official transcript and discipline
record will be required.

~ Selection Criteria

Recipients will be chosen on the basis
of the following selection criteria and
weighted as follows: Community Set-
vice — 45 percent; Essay — 35 percent;
Academics — 20 percent.

See SCHOLARSHIP, Page 15

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE _3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594 « (813) 681-2051 « Fax: (813) 684-2358

Bloomingdale Resident
Tod Howard

FREE ESTIMATES
! EXPERIENCED
7 and RELIABLE

" Buoh Cf Cuality”
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

654-5646

- ;r . — D001899719-01
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SEFE L

Bonded &
Insured

We have plenty o Ways...

...to make your smile bg t.

Whitening ¢ Crowns & Bridges ¢ Dental Implants

Seiving Bloomingdale for over 6 years

L]

MONTHLY RATES - NO CONTRACTS
Services Include

* Lawn * Tree Trimming
Maintenance ¢ Planting
» Mulching * Sod Laying
* Fertilizing * Weed Killing
Call Jeff for Free Estimate
Lithia Office 737-6707 ¢ Cell 503-2828

Oral Sedation Available « Most Procedures Completed In Office
Insurance Filed For You ¢ Extended Payment Plans Available
Care Credit Provider » Now Accepting New Patients

WYy
BRANT

CALL TODAY

662-9233

to schedule your appointment
1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE ¢« BRANDON

www.drbrantwade.com

D.M.D.

Prachcm Fine Cosmetic
& Resiorahve Dentistry

0002000581-01
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Bloomingdale Relay For Life Set For March 9

AMERICAN CANCER
SOCIETY BENEFIT

A Gazette Report

The American Cancer Soci-
ety will host its annual fundrais-
et, Relay For Life, on Match 9
at Bloomingdale High School.

The event begins at 6 p.m. on
the high school athletic field
and continues overnight until 9
a.m. March 10.

The event is a celebration of
cancer survivorship as well as

the culmination of fundraising
efforts by the Bloomingdale
community.

“Each year hundreds of
folks from all walks of life pat-
ticipate in the event,” said
Anthony Pursino, a Blooming-
dale resident and board mem-
ber of the American Cancer
Society.

“This year is particularly
exciting because cancer deaths
in the US. have declined for the
second year in a row. Events
like Relay For Life are respon-

sible for this. If you have been
touched by cancer in any way,
this is the event to attend.”

Kristy Deaton, this yeat’s
event chair, said, “The Relay
For Life gives us all hope that
cancer can be beat.”

She ought to know. Deaton
has survived two battles with
cancer and is going strong,

Virginia Carter will host the
American Cancet. Society’s
reception for all cancer sur-
vivors on the field.

“We are looking to have as

many cancer survivors come
out and join us,” she said.

“The survivors are our
guests of honor and will be
treated as such. Whether you
are a 10-year survivor, ot if you
were diagnosed 10 days ago,
you are a survivor and you are
invited.”

Carter, herself a cancer sut-
vivot, was introduced to the
Relay For Life in 2004 and has
helped plan the annual event
since then.

Interested participants are

urged to come to a planning
and informational meeting at
the Campo YMCA on Feb. 8 at
6:30 p.m., ot contact the Amer-
ican Cancer Society by e-mail
to Lauren.Heise@cancer.org
or by phone, (813) 685-0670,
Ext. 112.

Ask for community repre-
sentative Lauren Heise, who
said, “If you, your family, or
neighbor has been touched by
cancer, please join us and help
us give hope to our community
that cancer can be beat.”

Author Discusses Marital
Problems In Military

‘DIVORCE BY
DEPLOYMENT

By SCOIT E. RUPP
Correspondent

There is one casualty of war
that continues to go unreport-
ed, according to a 21-year vet-
eran of the US. Army, Valrico
resident Percell Artis Jr.

While reports flow in from
Iraq and Afghanistan listing
body counts and injuries, Artis
said the death of marriages as a
result of war is rarely discussed.
Arts calls it “divorce by
deployment.”

Artis became an expert on

the subject not by choice but by
circumstance and has now wiit-
ten a book titled, “Divorce by
Deployment: My Story, My
Tragedy, My Victory,” released
last month through self-pub-
lisher iUniverse, out of Lin-
coln, Neb.

The book started as an
mstrument of therapy for first-
time author Artis. He penned it

during the breakup of his own
marriage in 1999  while
deployed to Kosovo.

While there, he received a
“Dear John call” from his then-
wife, telling him she was leav-
ing and taking both their son
and their possessions with her.

Powetless to do anything
that might change her mind, he
resigned himself to the fact
that she wasn’t going to be
waiting for him at home. Help-
less to do anything else, he
grabbed his computer and
began to write his thoughts
about life, marriage, divorce,
his past and his career.

“It jolted something inside
me,” Artis said. “It was just me
and my computer. Typing
became my therapy.”

He described feeling hope-
less, his mind scattered, unable
to perform to the best of his
abilities. With his personal life
in shambles, he found that he
was constantly distracted, put-
ting him in even more danger.

Combining his own experi-
ences with similar stories from
others in the military, he com-

piled the book. His hope is that
others who find themselves in
the same situation might turn
to his book and feel less alone.

Attis described his first mat-
riage as a normal one. He was
happy and in love, despite hav-
ing the problems of any mar-
ried couple.

And while he agrees that
being deployed for months at a
time was certainly a factor in
the divorce, he feels it wasn’t
the only contubuting factor.

Far too often, he said, mili-
tary spouses do not tealize
what kind of martiage they are
getting into beforehand.

“This is a common thing,
You don’t hear much about
divorce. It’s always death and
casualdes and IEDs,” he
explained. “(That news), it cre-
ates a lot of stress for the

spouse left behind. They have
to worry about cutting and
watering the grass, the trash.
Deployment creates a strain.
This book is a comfort because
it happens a lot in the military.”

Artis describes his book as 2
“hard-hitting memoir.”

He recounts the first few
happy years of his marriage
and how their communication
broke down duting his deploy-
ment.

Artis has since remartied,
has custody of his son and
plans to retire from the military
in July.

He’s stationed at MacDill Air
Force Base.

“Divorce by Deployment” is
available through www.iUni-
Verse.com, Www.amazon.com

and www.barnesandnoble.com,
ot by calling Artis at 689-3639.
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School Set To Expand
Technology, Upgrade Facility

OPENED IN1980

By LAURA FRAZIER
Ifrazie eneral.com

Immanuel Lutheran School
on John Moore Road in Bran-
don opened its doots in 1980
to 72 children in grades first
through seventh.

Today, more than 150 stu-
dents in grades first through
eighth are enrolled.

The school’s first mission
was to establish a strong aca-
demic program in a loving,
Christdan environment, said
Principal Dave Geidel, who
joined the staff last year.

However, during its 27 years,
the school also has established
a history of academic and ath-
letic excellence , he said.

“Many of our students are
on the honor roll when they go
on to high school,” he said. “In
addition, our athietic teams are
quite competitive in the Bran-
don Christian Athletic League,
and that equips them well for
spotts at the high school level.”

With core academics and
extracurricular activities in
otder, Geidel said it’s time to
start expanding the campus
and upgrading its facilities.

“We’re hoping to break
ground in a month or so on a
new youth room that will free
up space for a larger computer
lab,” he said.

Geidel believes it’s crucial to
keep up with the latest technol-
ogy available to students.

“The more we can deliver
instruction through the tech-
nology-driven world our stu-
dents live in, the stronger our
academics will be” he said.
“We’re working diligently to
keep up with all the advance-
ments.”

The school recenty pur-
chased projectors and comput-
er software that teachers can
use to show 10-minute video
clips related to their lessons.

“I was a visual learner and I
still am,” he said. “The more
modalities we can deliver our
lessons in, the more effective
they will be.”

In addition to the computer

lab, a Christian preschool is on

the principal’s wish list.

“Early childhood care is a
big need for families today,” he
said. “A new facility for that
would certainly be a blessing.
We may even bring some mod-
ular classrooms in to establish
our preschool sooner.”

The school also would like to
refurbish its playground. Pro-
ceeds from its Valentine Fami-
ly Tea Party Feb. 10 will go

School Hosts
High Tea, Raffle
To Help Build
Playground

The playground com-
mittee of Immanuel
Lutheran School presents
A Valentine’s High Tea &
Raffle Feb.10 at 2 p.m. in
the Family Life Center at
the school, 2913 John
Moore Road,

Table  sponsorships,
$150, include advertise-
ment opportusnities, table
signage and program men-

dons.

Individual tickets, $15,
include high tea and eti-
quette lessons; raffle also
available.

Only 200 tickets will be
sold.

Proceeds will aid the
Immanuel Lutheran
School Playground Project.

For more information,
call (813) 689-1787.

toward the putchase of new
equipment.

“We'd like to add some slides
and climbing apparatus and
another swing set, things that
would enhance the physical
activity of our students.”

Geidel and his wife, Mona,
get their own outdoor exercise
riding bikes around their neigh-
borhood and taking walks on
the Brandon Parkway.

The couple came to Bran-
don in July from Loveland,
Colo., where Geidel was prin-
cipal for 23 years at a Lutheran
school with students that
ranged from  preschool
through eighth grade.

“We were fortunate enough
to have four children and raise
them all in Loveland without
disrupting our lives,” he said.
But it was time for a change,
and God led us here to Bran-
don. My wife and I are Jooking
forward to getting to know the
people here.”

The Geidels have been busy
settling in and haven’t had
much time to explore their new
surroundings, but they’d like to.
The couple enjoyed attending
the Brandon Ballet’s perform-
ance of “The Nutcracker” at
Blake Performing Arts School
in December. They plan to
check out the Strawberry Festi-

See SCHOOL, Page 12
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Immanuel
Lutheran School
Principal Dave
Geidel supervis-
es a group of
third-graders on
the school play-
ground. Pro-
ceeds from the
school’s Valen-
tine Family Tea
Party Feb. 10
will go toward
the purchase

of new play
equipment.

...Arnold Dentistry
is opening a second

office in the new £,
Riverview Town Centel

Wﬁite;dmgaronmmbm.! L

e p T

Register fo WIN a free Smile

Here for All Your
Family’s Dental Needs

» Family Dentistry

» Metal-Free Crowns

o Metal-Free Fillings

o Teeth Whitening

« Veneers

« Complete Smile Makeovers

e Dentures & Partials

o Invisalign™; the Invisible Braces
o Interest-free Financing Available

" Scott Arnold, DMD
Robert Parkinson, DMD

Your True Community Dentists

Now 2 locations to serve vou

Valrico
4320 Bell Shoals, Valrico
Between Bloomingdale Ave

Riverview Town Center
10465 Gibsonton Dr., Riverview
US 301 and Gibsonton Road

(next to Lowes) and Boyette Rd.

(813) 677-7800 (813) 689-1529

We Accept Most Insurance
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Larissa
Randall and
Sydney Luzier
work together
to get their
robot ready to
run a mission
at the Florida
State FLL
Tournament.

GIRL SCOUT SPECIAL
INTEREST GROUP-

By SYIMEY LUZIER
Girl Scout Trocp 766

Eight girls in a Girl Scout interest group,
Troop 766, have been working together at
least five hours a week since August. Our
interest is in robotics so we named our team
RoboChicks.

We are all part of this group because we like
cither math or science, or both. We have been
working to solve the annual First Lego League
Challenge. )

The challenge involves four equally ranked
judging areas: Robot Performance, Team-
work, Robot Design and Research Presenta-
tion.

We have had to build and program a Lego
robot. The robot has to complete the assigned
missions, such as dropping a small ball into 2
Lego bone and moving Lego small molecules
to a face on our mission’s mat. Bach mission
that we compléte successfully eatns points in

Dazzle

Proto corrtesy of the Lizier Famly

RoboChicks Rock Robot Challenge

a tournament.

Some members of our team also did
research for a presentation on this year’s
theme, nanotechnology.

Nano is 2 word for things that are much
smaller than microscopic; one million
nanometers would fit into one millimeter.
Technology is what goes into computers,
video games, robots, etc.

The expetience has been challenging
because we’ve had to face and work through
several problems, such as working together,
fixing the robot, and fixing the programs that
run the robot.

We overcame these problems ‘and compet-
ed in a local qualifying tournament against ten
other teams and won the Teamwork Award.

We were surprised to see that we were the
only all gitl team in that tournament.

We competed in the Florida State Fitst

.Lego League Tournament with 48 other teams

and won first place for our presentation. It has

been an amazing and unforgettable experi-
-ence for all of us.

her this Valentine's
with a gift from

813-654-5700

5664 Fish Hawk Crossing Blvd. (next to Publix) Lithia
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Brandon
Regional Service
Center Under
Construction
OFFERS COUNTY
- SERVICES

A Gazette Repart

Hillsborough County com-
missioners and elected officials
brok_e; ground for the Brandon
Regional Service Center, at 311
Pauls Drive, on Jan. 30.

The centet is scheduled for
completion in late 2007.

The $4.2 million, 18,000-
square-foot facility will be a
local government center in the
heart of Brandon.

County depattments such as
Planning & Growth Manage-
ment, Water Resoutce Services
and the Citizen Action Center
will provide information and
services. Satellite offices of the
Cletk of the Circuit Coutt,
property appraiser and the sher-

NEWS

iff also will be on hand.

Residents can stop by the
centet. to receive zoning coun-
seling from Hillsborough
County, record documents
with the Clerk of the Circuit
Court, file for homestead
exemption with the Property
Appraiser’s Office, or talk to 2
community tesource deputy
about a neighborhood watch
program. The building also fea-
tures meeting rooms for county
and community use.

The Brandon Regional Set-
vice Center is next to the Bran-
don Chamber of Commerce in
the Brandon Overlay District,
which is designed for residents
to park and walk up to any of
the businesses or offices in the
district. The center is the sec-
ond of several multi-service
facilities to open throughout
the county.

Funding has been approved
for similar facilities in Plant City
and Town N’ Country.

Source: Hillsborough County
Press Release Issued 1/27/07.

Church Expands To Accommodate Growth

ANGLICAN FATTH
HAS ROMAN
CATHOLICROOTS

By LAURA FRAZIER
© 7 gt
The Rev. Bill Perkins, tectot
of St. Matthews Anglican
Church in Riverview, is on 2
mission to double the squate
footage and the congregation

of his church.

St. Matthew’s, at 10701
Bloomingdale Ave., was built in
1998. While the church was
under construction, a core
group of 12 founding members
met on Sundays at Stowers
Funeral Home in Brandon.

By the time the new church
was ready its congregation had

See CHURCH, Page 11

- . Pressure Cleaning
@ | At Its Best

We pressiure
clean anything

(Driveways, sidewalks, homes, screen enclosures, motor homes, boats, etc.)

CELL 813-732-4447

If busy leave message - Il call you right back!
Polo's Preferred Pressure Washing Service

0001226811-01

Hit the Trails ® o

RUNNING AND OUTDOOR GEAR |

« Roflerblades * XCountry Shoes ¢ Dri-Fit Apparel * Pearl Lzumi
» Gu, Hammer, Powerbar ¢ FuelBelt, Camelbak Hydration
« Children's Running Shoes and Heelys, Adidas Soccer Cleats

Adidas » Asics * Brooks ® Mizuno = New Balance * Saucony

FREE treadmill Analysis Available
™ Are youwearing the right shoes?
Find the Best Style for your running style,
lmpmwwpmwhavhgamﬁiuu&nﬂmlp&

annd08a720-01

16144 Churchview Dr. » Suite 105 (/7 the FishHawk Ranch Park Square)

813.681.6141

www.HitTheTrails.com
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) Don’t List Your Home for 6 or 7%!

We take care of every aspect of the transaction!
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ENFORCEMENT

Bloomingdale Substation Celebrates Ninth Anniversary

EMPHASIZES COMMUNITY
POLICING, PROGRAMS

By PETE MAURER
Bloamingdale Cammunity Resource Deputy

It has been nine years since the Hills-
borough County Sheriff’s Office’s
Bloomingdale substation opened.

Thanks to the outstanding coopera-
tion and support of residents in the

( Bloomingdale community and aggres-

sive programs put in place by the sher-
iff’s office, progress has continued in
making our community a safer and
morte secure place in which to live and
raise a family.

Hillsborough County Sheriff David
Gee has continued to implement new
programs that put an emphasis on com-
munity policing. Your community
deputies now work directly under a
sheriff’s detective. This change has

already improved communication and
coordination in solving crimes. We will
continue to need your cooperation and
support in improving the quality of life
in our community.

As we head into our 10th year in
Bloomingdale, your substation will con-
tinue to offer a variety of public safety
programs.

Recent publicity regarding incorrect
information from a Consumer Reports
survey about car seats has brought
attention to the critical need for all chil-
dren to be properly secured in vehicles.

The responsibility to become
informed about child seats rests with
the parents or other drivers with child
passengets.

Car seat checks are offered for free at
the Bloomingdale substation. For an
appointment, call us at (813) 635-8040.

There is no substitute for all drivers

using their seat belts. A patent who is
setiously injured because they were not
buckled in would be unable to provide
help to their children or other passen-
gers. So, the rule is short and simple:
Buckle up, everyone.

Seat belt and child seat safety is just
one way the sheriff’s office is dedicated
to protecting and serving the communi-
ty. We offer a number of programs that
provide information, education and
training on every possible subject relat-
ed to safety and security. In the critical
area of crime prevention and protecting
yourself from crime, the following pro-
grams are offered:

* Neighborhood Watch
* Business Watch

* Apartment Watch

* Auto Theft Prevention
¢ Cons and Frauds

* Drugs In The Workplace

= Identity Theft

* Loss Prevention: Shoplifting, Credit
Card/Check Fraud

* Personal Safety Awareness

* Bank Robbery Prevention Training

* Drug Awareness

* Home Security

Lastly, we urge all residents to get
involved in community programs like
the Bloomingdale Area Community
Council.

The old phrase, “there is safety in
numbers” rings true when it comes to
protecting our families, homes, schools
and businesses. The council meets at the
substation on the third Thursday each
month. For information on the listed
topics, log on to wwwhcso.tampa.fl.us.

Fot information about the Blooming-
dale Area Community Council, call the
substation weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5
p-m. at (813) 635-8040.

Deputy To Participate In Police Unity Tour

HONORS THOSE WHO
DIED IN THE LINE OF DUTY

By MACK AUSTIN
Correspondent

Too many recent news headlines have
included the tragic deaths of young law

pre-qualify prospective buyers.

* We also handle all the paperwork
and negotiations for one low fee.

gMULTlPLg CHOICE REALTY |
813-413-8501

www.multiplechoicerealty.net

*Commissions are negotiable & not set by law

enforcement officers cut down in the
line of duty by uncaring, vicious cfimi-
nals.

Honoring the memory and sacrifices
of those officers, as well as their fami-
lies, is very important.

That is the primary goal of the

National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial.

The non-profit organization has
established a special memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C,, that includes the names of
all law enforcement officers who died in
the line of duty.

Hillsborough County District IV
Deputy Frank Cheshire, a traffic
enforcement motorcycle officer, will

represent our area in the 2007 Police
Unity Tour, a 250-mile bicycle ride from
Chesapeake, Va., to Washington, D.C.
The annual event is held to gain recog-
nition for the fallen officets.

The three-day bicycle ride starts May
10. Cheshire needs help raising funds to
cover the expense of the trip. To help,

See POLICE, Page 15

Flat Fee Commission

2499

Paid ar Closing

* Regardless of Sale Price
* We market, show and

0001953273-01

Call Today!  Save those moments!

Huttg BoorA®

MASTER PHOTOGRAPHERS

...because life does not wait

813.476.7173

www.hbphoto.com

0002002156-01

Rail-Road-Themed
Office and Exam Rooms

Separate Well-Visit and
Sick-Visit Entrances

Courtesy Prenatal visits choose your
_Pediatrician before your baby is bom

LOOK FOR
OUR SECOND
LOCATION
COMING SOON
TO NORTH
BRANDON!

PEDI

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS

330 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 655-0292
8am-8pm Mon-Thurs
8am-5pm Fri

www.nadalpediatrics.com

Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P
Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P,
Alicia Medrano Ong, M.D., FA.A.P.
Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P.
RosalLinda PTiongco, A.R.N.P.
Joyce l Young, A R. N P

376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 681-7101
8am-5pm Mon-Fri

0002004653-01
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BLOOMINGD

ALE SPORTS

Bullets Aim To Develop Player Skills, Community Service Ethics

OUTREACH PROGRAMS
INTEGRAL TO LEAGUE

By LAURA FRAZIER
Bditor

Nine years ago, Mike Lancaster and
Sal Giardina set out to form a youth
spotts organization for their young sons
and other Bloomingdale children inter-
ested in playing Little League.

Their goal was to assemble and train
two under-13 teams for the all-star trav-
el circuit, and to prep the boys for the
big leagues — high school baseball.

The size and demographics of the
league have gradually changed over the
years, in step with southeastern Hills-
borough County’s residential develop-
ment.

The club’s primary focus, however,
has remained the same since day one: to
use the game of baseball to teach young
men important life lessons and strong
community service ethics. \

In 1998, Lancaster and Giardina took
two teams drawn solely from Blooming-
dale Little League’s ranks to their first
tournament in Apopka.

According to Lancaster, the fledgling
team performed “pretty pootly.”

“My joke was the reason we otiginally
named them Bloomingdale Distance
was we had a long way to go,” he said.

Now, almost 10 years later, the:Bullets
Baseball Organization boasts. nine
teams with more than 100 players
between the ages of 8 to 18. The club
recruits players from Bloomingdale,
Pinecrest and South Brandon Little
Leagues.

A number of Bullets teams have won
multiple state and national tournaments
over the years. In addition, 70 percent of
the players on the debut roster advanced
to high school ball.

Several inaugural-year players, includ-
ing Giardina’s son, Carmine, graduated
high school in 2006 and went on to play
college ball. Carmine Giardina plays for
the University of Central Florida.

According to the organization’s

Fhoto Courtesy Bullets Baseball

Bullets Baseball founder Sal Giardina, third from left, presents proceeds from the league’s Jan. 6
marathon game to Greater Brandon Community Foundation board members, from left, Carlos
Tosca, Ann Nymark and, at right, Arlene Waldron. The foundation coordinates  funding and vol-

unteers for a select number of local charities.

founders, however, the Bullets biggest
accomphshments can’t be measured on
a scoteboard or a stats sheet.

Last month, the league held its third
annual baseball marathon to benefit
Brandon-area families in need.

Every player in the league collected -

“per inning” dollar amount pledges
from family, friends and neighbors. In
exchange, all nine teams pledged to play
at least 100 consecuﬁve mnmgs of base-
ball in one day.

The Jan. 6 marathon game began at8

am. at Bloomingdale Park, 2215
Bloomingdale Ave. By 3:30 p.m., the
group had played 400 innings and raised
$13,500, earmarked this year to benefit
the Greater Brandon Community Foun-
dation.

Giardina credits the success of the
annual marathon to the all-inclusive
involvement of Bullets players and fam-
ilies.

“We’ve got a lot of people in out
organization on board with giving back
to the community,” he said. “These kids

are very blessed with what they have.
Every player in our organization takes
Ppart in our vision to give a little back.”
- Last January, the group raised $12,000
to benefit the Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation. In 2005, the
marathon netted $7,500, which the team
donated to the Disaster Relief Fund of
‘the American Red Cross Tampa Bay
Chapter; 4o benefit the victims of Hur-
ficane Charley in Punta Gotrda.

In addition to the marathon, the club
holds two more annual benefit pro-
' grams.

Each November, every family in the
organization pays 2 $40 community out-
reach fee to provide Thanksgiving din-
ner for one area family in need. Last
yeat, they provided turkeys and all the
trimmings for 100 families, most identi-
fied by Dover Baptist Church as disad-
vantage migrant farm workers.

In December, each family is asked to
buy $40 worth of Christmas gifts for a
needy child. The group hosts a holiday
dinner party to distribute the gifts at the

Dover church. Last December, they
cooked and served dinner to 100 under-
privileged kids and their families. After
the dishes were done, the playets looked
on as their guests open presents.

“It is an incredible évent, and an
incredible opportunity. for the boys to
see first hand how they’ve personally
helped one child, one family,” Giardina
said.

“Our whole goal with our three out-
reach events is to teach these kids how 1
to give back to the community,” he con-
tinued. “If they’re in our organization
for 10 years — from the time they’te 8
until they’re 18 — community service
and giving back is going to become a big
part of their lives.”

The group has partnered with Hills- -
borough County’s Parks and Recreation
Department to refurbish the baseball
fields at Dover Park on Gallagher Road.
Although the club leases the fields, it’s
working on a major overhaul of the
facility.

“We dont own the property, but

we’re spending close to $10,000 to

upgrade the baseball fields. Not only will
it be a great place for our league to prac-
tice and play, it will provide a great field
for the community to use,” said Lan-
caster.

Giardina’s biggest hopes for the club’s
future don’t have anything to do with
tournaments ot trophies.

He hopes to continue to expand the =
league’s fundraising and community
outreach efforts. He'd also like to run a
few free camps for underprivileged kids.

Most of all, he'd like to see other
youth baseball organizations step up to
the plate with similar outreach pro-
grams.

“I feel we have something very spe-
cial here with the Bullets, and I hope
that other organizations will follow this
path. How great would it be to have all
these leagues using the greatest game in
the wotld to help people in need, and to
teach our youth how to do that?” he
said.

For more information, call 661-4525.

SAY YOU

SAW IT

IN THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

If You Know Of Anyone Interested |

In Buying Or Selling A Home
In Your Neighborhood, Please
Give Me A Call Today!

FREE - NO OBLIGATION MARKET
ANALYSIS on your home.

HYLL KULLA, Realtor®

“Your Hyll's borough Realtor”

Office 813-684-9500

Cell 813-767-2113

hylkulla@kw.bom - www.hylkulla.com
BRANDON

11407 COCONUT ISLAND DR,
$284,900
Rivercrest Community

t_ AbLR '
Own A Culligan®
Water System

As low as

15y
month

Offer Expires 3/31/07

or

| 11603 HAMBOCKS GLADE DR. F
$197,900
Rivercrest Commumity

=

s M

CAI.L TODAYI Brandon 759-6060

better water. pure and simpler”
= Offers and porticipation may vary. ©2007 Culligon Infernational Ca

Sweetheart deals
from Culligan

Hard Water? Rusty Water? Bad Odor2 Bad Taste? - '.
BETTER WATER FROM

o

Rent A Culligan®
Water System

i

|

9 » !
Per month i

No Gimmicks) (No Inskallation)
Offer Expiras 3/31/07

visit CULLIGAN.com

Locally Owned & Operaled

QU370 0001997745-01
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BLOOMINGDALE

New 13-and-Under Baseball Team Forming

work hard.

CALLTO REQUEST TRYOUT

A Gzette Roart

Head coach Fred Campbell (pro-level
playing and high school coaching expe-
rience), and assistant coach Jim Harris
{college-level playing experience) will
focus on the finer points of playing win-
ning baseball at the high school level

The Tampa Bobcats 13 and under
AAU baseball team is looking for play-
ers interested in taking their baseball
skills to the next level.

Players should not turn 14 until after
May 1.

and beyond.

fundamentals and be prepared to

To request a tryout, contact Bloom-
Interested players should have solid  ingdale'resident and assistant manager
Randy Zak at (813) 789-7925.

BLOOMINGDALE
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SPORTS

Youth Football, Cheerleading Sign-Ups Set

NEW, RETURNING PLAYERS
MUST REGISTER

A Gazelte Rapart

The Brandon Bears youth football
and cheerleading organization will
have registration for, returning players
only on Feb. 17 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and Feb. 18 from 1 to 3 p.m.

A parent or legal guardian must be
present and must bring the child’s
birth certificate and registration fees.

Open registration will be March 3
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and March 4
from 1 to 3 p.m.

For information visit www.bran-
donbears.com or call Charlotte Dan-
ish at (813) 829-9511.

SCHOOLS

‘Tenacious’ Student Digs H|story

FOSSIL SITE HIS BLOOMINGDALE LEGACY

By LINDA CHION RENNEY
Correspondent

What do fossils, Ivy League college applications
and history lessons have in common?

A ticket to the future, if all goes as planned for
Jetty Kent, a senior at Bloomingdale High School.

For Kent, it started 12 years ago when ke first
expressed his interest in prehistoric reptiles in Bar-
bara Chandler’s Lithia Springs Elementary School
classroom. .

“I would always play with dinosaurs in kinder-
garten,” Kent said. “As I got older my interest even-
tually evolved into archaeology and then into histo-
1y, in high school. Now that has evolved into gov- -
‘ernment, 50 is come from the past to the presentto - |- -
the future.”

In Kent’s future are his plans to major in history
in college and then pursue a graduate degtee in polit-
ical science or government.

“I want to go into national government so I can

See FOSSIL, Page 12

Full Line Music Store & Education Centet

Guitars « Amps * Drums ¢ Keyboards
Sheet Music ¢ Books ¢ Karaoke CD's
Music Gifts « Accessories « Gift Certificates
Showcase =y
Players -

Present

“High School Musical” §
Jan, 26-28 ¢ Feb. 2-4

Fri. & Sat. 7pm
Sun. 2pm
) Tickets On Sale Now!
L Call For More Info.
For These Programs:
» Suzuki Violin

* Preschool Music & Art _
» Homeschool! (Chorus/Orchestra/Band/General Music)
» Musical Thedatre © Chorus ¢ Rock Band

* Private Lessons For All Instruments Including Voice

402 Oakfield Dr. » Brandon

(near Brandon Hospital)
Mon-Thur 9-9; Fri 9-8; Sat 9-6 - www.musicshowcaseonline.com

813-685-5998

0002000535-01

LINDA CHIQV RENNEY/Staff photo

Bloomingdale High School senior Jerry Kent visits the fossil dig site he’s been working to establish at the school for two years.

117 W. Bloomingdale
Phone: 571-784)1 * Website: www.

Bl oo O ot Gttt ® G
FEBRUARY SPECIALS!

Ave, Brandon, FL

\ 4
4

. Mondays: Love Our Seniors Day: Seniors get 15% off

. Tuesdays: Buy one packaged novelty & get one 1/2 price
Wednesdays: Buy One Sundae & Get One Sundae Free

. Thursdays: Buy a cake & get a shake (free small shake) ’

mmm—“ﬂ-“-”‘ e . S S S .

R
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4
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BLOOMINGDALLE

BUSINESS

Old Green Boutique Gives Way To Progress

BLOOMINGDALE
LANDMARK RAZED

By LINDA CHION KENNEY
Correspondent

Roz Creager is not about to
bash progress, but that doesn’t
mean she wanted to give wit-
ness to the tearing down of yet
another sign of Brandon’
humble past.

And so when the wrecking
ball came to render obsolete
the pink building with green
shutters near the intersection of
Bloomingdale Avenue and Bell
Shoals Road, Creager deferred
and stayed home.

“It doesn’t take long for
them to knock it down,” said
her husband, Mark, who was
on site Jan. 8 as the tractor hoe
rendered into a heap of trash
the last remains of the Green
Boutique, once located at 1014
Bloomingdale Ave.

“Some people didn’t realize
it was going to be torn down,”
Roz Creager said. “Probably
when they see it gone it will sur-
ptise a lot of people. It proba-
bly has become a little bit of a
landmark for the area.”

Her son, Matt, was born
shortly after Creager and her
husband, Mark, moved into
what was then a chopped-up
concrete structure in need of
desperate repair. It was 1977.
That structure became their
home and eventually their busi-
ness.

The Green Boutique, spe-
cializing in gifts, home décor,
some apparel and even fashion
jewelry, moved into the 36,000-
square-foot Plaza Bella shop-
ping center Thanksgiving Day.
The store, which also carries
Brighton collectibles and the
Vera Bradley line, officially
reopened for business Dec. 1.

As the developers of Plaza
Bella, the Creagers knew that
the Green Boutique — both
the home they once lived in and
an adjacent building — had to
come down to make room for
a 7,000-square-foot retail com-

0001898340-01

121 Lithia Pinecrest Road
(between Bryan and Brandon Blvd.)

684-8440

LINOA CHION RENNEY/Staff photos

Mark and Roz Creager, owners of the Green Boutique and developers of Plaza Bella, as new owners of their new
home and future business in 1977. Below left, Andy Sicotte of Cross Construction Services runs the tractor hoe as it
takes a bite into the old Green Boutique. Below right, Mark Creager looks on as his old home and business gets re-

duced to rubble.

plex. But that didn’t make it any
easiet to see the buildings
demolished.

“How does it feel? It’s emo-
tional, because that building
holds a lot of memoties,” Roz
Creager said. “But we’re thrilled
with progress, too. So it’s all real
positive, but I hate to see it
totally, everything, come
down.”

Also slated to be removed
were a bunch of stately trees.

Featuring our Newest Package:

The “Please Pamper Me”

Package Includes:

A one-hour Relaxation Massage,
Our Deluxe Spa Pedicure and
Our Elite Ultimate Spa Facial

at our introductory price of

$150.00

On-Line Scheduling Available @
www.EliteSkinCareNailSpa.com
MasterCard & Visa Accepted
Lic.# MM18392

“When we moved there, it
was just a big, barren pasture,”
Roz Creager said. “We planted
all the trees that were there. I
remember planting the trees
when we redid the house,
thinking of shade, and strategi-
cally placing them around the
house. And of course, with the
nursery, we planted even more
trees. We planted a lot of the
oak trees that were around
there.”

Green Boutique closed its
nursery operation about 15
yeats ago.

The old property consisted
of two buildings, with a com-
bined space of 2,600 square
feet. Now, there is one stotre-
front, comprising 5,000 square
feet, in the Plaza Bella shop-
ping center. Retailers include
Salon Essence; the Vino 100
wine store; and Orange, a
home décor and gift shop spe-
cializing in gifts more contem-
porary than Green Boutique
and with a unique flair, Roz
Creager said.

Creager is the daughter of
Dick Cimino, for whom the
elementary school off Cul-
breath Road in Valrico has been
named posthumously. She
remembers Brandon in a sim-
pler time, when she would rdde
her hotse on a cutvy John
Moore Road and also off into
the orange groves near the
Brandon Swim and Tennis
Club, which has been renamed
the Brandon Sports and Aquat-
ic Center, at 405 Bevetly Blvd.

“There were just a few hous-
es, really, on Bloomingdale
Avenue, but far to the east of
me, and a couple of neighbors
on Bell Shoals Road,” Creager
said. “When that sun set it was
dark. There were no street
lights. It was just pitch dark. It
was the country. We were in the
sticks.”

Those sticks gave way to
suburbia, complete with big-
box retailers and traffic grid-
lock, as well as 2 2,270-student
school, regional library and the
well-known Bloomingdale sub-

division, which wraps around
its 18-hole golf course with
rolling acres of mid- to upper-
priced homes.

Creager remembers after
moving into her home in 1977
a water wotker telling her about
the upcoming Bloomingdale
development.

“I remember him telling me,
‘Boy, you bought a good place,
this whole subdivision, Bloom-
ingdale, is going in and it has a
golf course®” Creager said.

Today, the nearby Blooming-
dale Square shopping center is
anchored by Publix and Wal-
Mart. But when the Creagers
moved in, there was no shop-
ping center, just a huge pine
tree forest.

“It’s all progress, what can
you say?” Creager said. “You
move on.”

Her son, who graduated
from Bloomingdale High
School in 1996 and the Univer-
sity of South Florida four years
later, also has mixed emotions.

“I'm glad to be staying here
on the property and seeing this
(Plaza Bella) business commu-
nity and shopping center come
about,” he said. “It would be
sad if someone else had demol-
ished it, and to see something
pop up that we didn’t build,
design or plan.”

Still, the Creagers did look
into moving their old home,
but became an expensive
proposition.

“Originally we were thinking
of trying to incorporate it into
the (Plaza Bella) develop-
ment,” Creager said. “To move
it or attach it to a building. But
reality sets in when you start
looking at the dollars and cents
of things. It was impractical
and cost-prohibitive. When you
learn more about how things
work you realize it’s a pipe
dream.”

As for Mark Creager, he took
pictures as the old home came
down.

“Different things hit you at
different times,” he said, as he
watched pieces of wood “some
tired old boards,” as he putit—
crack in half.

“I rebuilt this place when we
bought it,” he said. “My moth-
er carried sheet rock, piece by
piece, to the street and the
garbage men took it away.”

Nostalgia aside, Mark Crea-
ger said the day of demolition
felt “kind of good.”

As he put it: “Right now it’s
good to see it come down

because it has to be done and
it’s holding up other things.”
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CHURCH

From page 6
grown to 60 members.

Today, St. Matthew’s has 170 active
members. Sunday services typically
draw about 100 patishioners to the
modestly-sized chapel. On Christian
holidays like Easter and Christmas,
dozens of worshippers crowd into the

front vestbule, straining to hear the ser-= |

mon.

Cramped quarters in the church’s -
small fellowship hall barely accommo- *
date half of those who gather for din- |
ners and other activities. Paved parking: -
spots are also at a premium on the 6- .

acre property.

“To put it simply, we’re just stuffed,”.

Perkins said.

The church expansion plans break
down into three phases. Last week,
workets at the site finished phase I: run-
ning new sewer and water lines to the
church.

“We had to connect to lines on the
other (north) side of Bloomingdale
Avenue. They had to run the lines under
Bloomingdale, so it’s been quite a proj-
ect,” he said.

Phase II will bring the building addi-
tion up to the dry-in stage, with all
essential construction complete and
sealed from the elements.

The congregation raised more than
$200,000 to complete the first two
stages. They’ll need to double that effort
to move through stage I1I; interior fin-
ishing and completion.

Perkins is enjoying his role as a
hands—on pastor and part-time contrac-

He had a hand in painting the exist-
ing church and planting landscaping
before it opened almost 10 years ago.
It’s not unusual to find him sprucing up
the fountain in the church’s outdoor

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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A collection box meter keeps St. Matthew’s parishioners updated on funds needed to complete
the church expansion. The church raised more than $200,000 to fund the first two phases of
construction. They must raise at least another $200,000 to complete the project.

memory garden or doing odd jobs
around the church. Without financial
backing from an umbrella organization,
St. Matthews must raise all funds within
its own congregation.

“I get all the emotional and profes-
sional support I could ever need from

PET SITTING r B

1 ';(, Do you go on a lot of business trips?
Are you going on vacation?
Do you work long hours?

If you answered YEBS to any of these
> then call us today for our GREAT RATES!

HOME & PET CARE
657-5920

0001975290-01
-

e Most Insurance Accepted

* Routine Checkups

e Vaccinations

e Sick Visits & Follow-up Care

Thank you to our customers who
visited and voted for us to be first
runner up in Asian dining .
in Brandon on Tampa
=7 Tribune’s 2006 Brandon
News readers’ poll.
Owned and Operated by:
¢-2 Korean Americans
e Tempura
i * Teriyaki
' e Sushi

Ask Woo Yong about his Korean

our diocese, but financially, we’te on our
own

Most Anglican churches in the Unit-
ed States operate with full autonomy,
without thé benefit of a unifying
authority or church government. Many

modern-day Anglicans broke off from

ushi Nin;

JAPANESE RESTAURANT

",53,? y _'ﬁv';‘:f the Episcopal Church during 2 conser-
| vative backlash in the 1970s. Perkins
ff‘!‘ - | said many wete concetned about the
2 church’s liberal attitude toward age-old
: traditions and services.
The Anglican faith is based on the
X traditions and beliefs of the Church of
" ‘k‘f@ England, which in turn has its roots in
| Roman Catholicism.
j Perkins said Roman Catholics and
_+  $200,800 | Episcopalians who want to preserve
 $190,0009  gncient traditions and scripture inter-
} $180,000 | pretation often turn to the Anglican
- #3 ::ngggg | Church. He estimates 60 percent of St.
= """ | Matthew’s congregation are former
: $190,0008 g nan Catholics.
$140,000 |
Lt $130.000 Traditional Anglicans retain customs
N $120.,000 and traditions that other Christian sects
$110,000 | have abandoned, Perkins said. Worship-
$100,000 "f “hers ot St. Matthew’s kneel to pray, and
$90,000 | - . . e
$80,000 make Sﬂe}’lt confession before receiving
$70,000 communiorn.
$60,000 , In many cases, the-differences that
::g_’:gg . bring people to the Anglican Church are
$30,000 considered small details. There are,
:fg-g:: howevet, some very contentious issues
e among Anglicans and their Episcopal

and Catholic counterparts.

“We do not support a lot of modern
agendas. We interpret Scripture to dic-
tate that ordainment is not the role of
women, and that homosexuality is
immoral,” he said.

“I don’t want to offend anyone, but
we’re more concerned with being faith-
ful to Scripture than being politically
correct We love all people, but this is
how we interpret Scripture, and we
must stay faithful to it.

“It’s an ethical and moral choice that
continues to bring more and more peo-
ple to our church and back to the tradi-
tional Anglican ways.”

Information: (813) 663-0334 or log
on to www.stmatthewsanglican.org.
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FOSSIL

From page 9

use the lessons of the past, and
use the mistakes of the past, to
benefit the future,” Kent said.

The future holds another
enticement for Kent, who used
his interest in archaeology to
lobby for a fossil dig site at
Bloomingdale High. His goal is
to have that site, and its associ-
ated school fossil club, firmly
established at Bloomingdale so
it can serve as an outreach pro-
gram to students in schools
throughout the Tampa Bay
atea.

Kent started his project as a
sophomore, stumping for a
fossil dig and club on the
grounds that “it’s not some-
thing boring and it’s something
kids can explore hands-on.”
Moreover, he said, “anybody
who goes to the dig site gets to
take home the fossils they
find”

Lori Anderson teaches earth
science at Bloomingdale and is
the fossil club’s sponsor. Her
goal, like Kent’s, is to have the
site, which sits behind the
school’s biodome, used for
community outreach.

“I’d like for our kids to be
doing outreach specifically with
younger kids, who have a natu-
ral interest in science,” Ander-
son said. “All little kids love
dinosaurs, but as they get older
their interest in science kind of
wanes off. But if you can
reignite their interest in
dinosaurs and prehistoric
organisms, then you might get
students who weren’t necessat-
ily interested in science interest-
ed in science in high school and
beyond.”

The site is expected to be
completed within two months,
Anderson said.

For Kent, it’s been a two-year
journey. He started with one
teacher, Chatles Tommello,
who retired. The next teacher
quit to work for a phosphate
company. A third teacher quit
and then Anderson joined the
Bloomingdale staff this school
year for her charter year teach-
ing '

“Jerry has been tenacious, I
will say that for him,” said
chemistry and astronomy

Make

651.2781
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teacher Shelly Glennon. “A lot
of kids will come up with an
idea, get it started, and then
their interest wanes. Or it’s not
easy going and they drop it. But
Jetry bad to go through differ-
ent teachers to get it done and
now it looks like he’ll be able to
get to see it up and running, at
least in its initial stages, before
he graduates.”

The site, when finished, will
mix fossils with a gravel mix for
a land-based dig, and with a
shell mixture for a marine-
based dig, Anderson said. She

wants to create a curticulum for
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the site, so that visitors “can get
a good background on the fos-
sils they’ll find.” She wants to
include a set of follow-up les-
sons and include a display case
of fossils against which student
can compare their finds.

Meanwhile, Kent’s influence
will be remembered most for
getting the project off the
ground in the first place.

“The school gave us a dig
site, but it really was 2 refuse
site and we got a lot of volun-
teers together and cleaned it
out after school over a couple
months”” Kent said. “When it
was cleaned, we sterilized it and
painted the walls with colotful
murals depicting the flora and
fauna of prehistoric Flotida.”

The site remains a project
underway, but Kent has high
hopes for his project, despite
some initial setbacks.

SCHOOL

LINDA CHIQV RENNEY/Staff photo

Jerry Kent holds the tooth of a Megladon, a prehistoric monster shark that ruled the oceans millions of years ago.
“You know Jaws?” he said. “The Megladon could eat Jaws for breakfast.”

“My original plan was to get
phosphate  companies to
donate gravel,” Kent said, not-
ing that shark’s teeth and other
fossils ate collected as a by-
product of phosphate mining,
“I thought what they could do
is give me the material they
used to make the phosphate.”

That didn’t happen.

Then, Kent said, he contact-
ed the Flotida Museum of Nat-
ural History at the University of
Florida, from which he eventu-
ally secured, he said, “a gener-
ous donation of fossils that’s
going to be included in the dig
site.””

He said he also contacted the
Florida Institute of Phosphate
Research, which “explored the
dig site and provided guest
speakers.” Also received, Kent
added, was a $500 field trip
fund “that will allow the club

next year to explore the Florida
phosphate industry and fossil
sites throughout the state.”

From Home Depot, Kent
said, “we just received 2 dona-
ton of concrete blocks and
metal spikes to allow us to-
complete the dig site. Then
we’re going to use out club
money to purchase aggregates
of gravel and shells to mix with
the fossils from the University
of Florida.”

Those fossils, Kent said,
“include  everything from
sharks’ teeth to tortoise shells.”

“Or maybe the club will get
lucky and find something like a
mammoth tooth or a piece of a
mammoth tusk,” he added.
“These are the animals that
lived here millions of years

»

ago.

Kent’s vision for the future
of the club manifests itself in
some of the group’s early suc-
cesses.

“I really was impressed that
students, a lot of the younger
kids, were so interested,” Kent
said. “One kid really thanked
me for the fossil site. He told
me that being able to explore
this field of science has helped
him develop an interest in sci-
ence and now he wants to
become a paleontologist. That
kind of thing is really reward-
ing, to know that you’ve made
that kind of an impact in some-
one’ life.”

Kent has high hopes for his
own life as well, using the fossil
dig club experience to bolster
his college applications. With
SAT scores of 780 and 670 in
reading and writing, respective-
ly, and 670 in math, Kent has
applied to some of the nation’s
most prestigious schools.

“This kind of project allows
one person, me, to influence 2
group of kids who in turn will
continue influencing kids over
the next 20 years with new
classes joining the club,” Kent
said. “This project hopefully
will allow me to produce expo-
nential, positive change.”

That factors in as well to
Kent’s ultimate goal for a career
in national government.

“I developed an interest at 2
very young age for exploring
the past,” he said. “This project
was the first step, and kind of a
practice run for what I want to
do in life, to use the lessons of
the past to improve the future.”

For information about the
dig, ot to donate materials, con-
tact Anderson at Bloomingale
High at 744-8018, Ext. 265.

From page §

val in February and see the manatees at TECO’s

Big Bend viewing centet.

“We’re looking forward to exploring Flotida,

he said.

About Brandon, Geidel said, “Everything is
very handy, yet the fown has some of the old-

time flavor and all these little communities

5 around it, each with its own history and tradi-

2

tions.”

Immanuel Lutheran School is at 2913 John
Moorte Road. Information: 685-1978.
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BLOOMINGDALE BUSINESS

Bloomingdale Couple Serve Barbecue, Community

CELEBRATE FIRST ANNIVERSARY

By LESLIE WHTTE
Corzrespandent

Bloomingdale residents Jaymer and
Cyndi Holcombe recently celebrated
the one-year anniversary of the opening
of their barbecue restaurant, Jaymer-
Que, at 3331 Lithia-Pinecrest Road.

The Holcombes invitéed more than
100 special guests to an old-fashioned
pig pickin’ party.

Friends, family and fans gathered on
the outdoor patio to feast on pulled
pork, barbecued chicken, tibs and all the
fixings during the all-day celebration.

Also on hand was Cards & Stuff
owner Robert Horning, who twisted
balloons into a vatiety of animals for the
many kids on hand.

“This was the petfect was for us to
celebrate, and it was perfectly our style
to have our friends over,” said Jaymer
Holcombe.

And having “friends” over is what
they do five days a week. Before Jaymet-
Que even opened, the Holcombes knew
they wanted to have a restaurant that
was an extension of their own kitchen.

LESLIE WHTTE/Photo

Cyndi and Jaymer Holcombe opened Jaymer-Que a year ago with a passion for cooking and a

penchant for entertaining.

For Cyndi Holcomb, the most
rewarding part of the year has seen what
the restaurant has become to its patrons.

“We’ve seen people come to Christ,
come to church and just come in and
share their hurts” she said.

Frequent diner Janie Guffey said, “It’s
a great family-run business, and I love
the fact that the owners want to glorify

God with their business. They care
about the people who come in here, and
even though it’s a small place, they have
big hearts.”

Heart is what drove the Holcombes
to become involved in serving their
community through their business.

When one Bloomingdale family was
hit with large, unexpected medical bills,

the couple stepped in to offer the family
barbecue meals to help out.

They also have a regularly scheduled
Tuesday themed day called “Ends of
the Earth,” in which 10 percent of the
day’s proceeds go to missions both
locally and overseas.

“We feel that God has used this place
to minister to other people,” Cyndi Hol-
combe said.

Other themed days include “Wing-it
Wednesday,” featuting slow cooked
wings; “Turkey Lurkey Thursday,” fea-
turing fresh smoked turkey; and “Friday
Ribfest,” with fresh-off-the-pit beef
ribs. Customers can hang out in the cov-
ered patio or inside while enjoying their
meal.

With a passion for cooking, Jaymet is
best known for his brisket, but fre-
quently offers special creations from his
pit, including salmon, Cornish game
hens, prime rib, steaks, lamb and even
duck, also all available by special order.

Jaymer-Que is at 3331 Lithia-
Pinecrest Road, behind the Hess station.
Hours are 11 am. to 8 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday, closed Sunday and
Monday. Information: (813) 657-4227.
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Entire Community Celebrates Library’s Second Anniversary

SUPPORT EXPANSION BY
JOINING FRIENDS

By PAT BOODY
Aloanirrxle Friark of the Litzary

Hello, neighbors.

It’s hard to believe that the Blooming-
dale Regional Public Library will be cel-
ebrating its second anniversary this
month.

In that very short time, our materials
circulation has risen to the third highest
in the entire county library system, sur-
passing much larger and more well-
established libraties.

Congratulations to you as citizens
and parents, for using this wonderful
resource. o

Bloomingdale Regional has offered
mote programs to the public than any

other library in the system, with pro-
grams provided by library staff, outside
speakers and community groups for all
ages and interests.

It has served as a resoutce
to folks needing assistance
in tax preparation, as well as
an accessible location for
eatly voting.

We’re all proud of the
generous donation of land by the
McLean family that spurred the vision
of the library board and County Com-
mission to build this beautiful 15,000-
square-foot facility.

All that being said, most of you regu-
lar library patrons have noticed that the
meeting space, study space, literacy
tutoring space and computer room are
booked to the maximum most days, and
books never seem to stay on the shelves

for long,

We are in the process of working with
the library board to include the expan-
sion of the Bloomingdale Regional
Library in the budget for the next two-
year cycle, which will be presented in
this spring,

If we do not make this deadline, it
will be 2009 before we can present the
case for expansion. That would delay
the build out of the library to at least
2012; something that I suspect many of
us would agree is an unacceptable delay
for a community that is showing such
strong support of the library.

The Friends of the Bloomingdale
Library is a not-for-profit organization
that raises funds to support our library’s
programs and to promote its tesoutces.
The Friends are conducting a membet-
ship campaign to continue to support

programming needs for all ages; from
toddlets to retirees and everyone in
between.

It costs only $15 to become a Friend.
We encourage you to join, as every new
membership is a vote for the library
expansion. Your membership in the
Friends is tangible proof that our won-
derful community truly cares about the
library that has become so much more
than bricks and mortar, but a living part
of our community.

Please join us today. Make your voice
count for the library expansion!

Pat Boody is a Bloomingdale resi-
dent and president of Bloomingdale’s
Friends of the Library. Information:
pwboody@tecoenergy.com or call
(813) 275-3642.

LIBRARY

From page 1

The Friends invited Joe
Stines, the county’s library
director, to a recent meeting,
The group discussed the
library’s growing pains and
prospects for expansion.

At the meeting, the Friends
outlined the overwhelming
popularity of the library’s serv-
ices, facilities and materials.
They also submitted theit offi-
cial request to expand the
branch.

Pat Boody, Bloomingdale
Friends of the Library presi-
dent, asked Stines to convey to
the library board the communi-
ty’s desite to expand the
15,000-square-foot library an
additional 15,000 squatre feet,
doubling its size. Library serv-
ices staff confirmed the build-
ing was designed to accommo-
date such an expansion.

The group also listed other
needs they said support their
réquest to expand the building.

The branch’s computer lab
can hold only nine computer
stations. More computers —
and surrounding space for
observers — are needed.

“When school lets out, the
kids walk over from Blooming-
dale High School in droves.
Every computer is taken and
there is a waiting list from 3
p-m. until at least 6 p.m. every
day,” Beamguard said.

Boody said, “As computer
use continues to grow, there
will undoubtedly be an
increased need for computer

Library’s Book Store Proves Popular With Patrons

OFFERS GENTLY USED BARGAINS

A Ganstte Report

The Book Ends Bookstore at Bloomingdale
Regional Public Library is well supported by
volunteers and community members alike.

Since the library opened in 2005, dozens of
volunteers have dedicated hundreds of hours
to keeping the bookstore well organized and
running smoothly:

“It is a very successful fundraiser for the
Friends of the Library, and 2 wonderful way
for members of the community to clean house
and donate books, DVDs, CDs and other
media,” said Friends president Pat Boody.

The Friends donate duplicate and extra
books to servicemen and women stationed
overseas, and to inmates of the Hillsborough
County jail.

The group recently received a letter of
thanks from Sheriff David Gee.

of books from the Friends of the Blooming-
dale Library” Gee wrote. “The wonderful
community service on the part of your volun-
teers is greatly appreciated. With donations
such as yours, we are able to provide recre-
ational and educational reading material to the
inmates in our facilities. I hope that you will
continue to remember us if more books
become available.””

Boody said Book Ends manager and
Friends vice president, Carol Jones, learned
that one of the women inmates was in tears
the day that the books arrived.

“She had never had a new book before.
Who knows when one of your donations will
touch the heart of a reader and change a life?”

Children’s books are in great demand at the
bookstore.

“Many children regularly bring in a quarter
to select a book and are disappointed to find
the children’s shelves empty,” Boody said.

“I would like to take this opportunity to
express my appreciation for the large donation

access and training facilities.”

She also mentioned another
critical need at the branch: a
separate meeting area dedicat-
ed to children’s programs and
special events.

“We just don’t have enough
floor space in the children’s
library for storytelling and
other activities,”” she said.

Beamguard added, “We hold
most children’s programs in the
McLean Room, which creates
another scheduling challenge.
It’s not unusual for us to set up

813.917.5604
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and break down the room
twice a day to accommodate
different groups and activities.”

“Every program we do is
popular and packed, and I
guess in a way that’s a good
problem to have. I do wonder,
though, how we’re going to
accommodate the use of this
library for any length of dme.
It disappoints us to have to
turn away so many people.”

Ted Grable, president of the
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association, attended the
recent Friends meeting to voice
the community’s support of
the proposed expansion.

“It’s unbelievable how this
community has embraced the
library. I stopped by thete last
Sunday to pick up some books
I'd placed on hold. It was
absolutely packed. People were
just everywhere. I think it’s
pretty clear that we despetately

Book Ends is in the Friends of the Library
room, just inside the building’s main entrance.

need the expansion,” Grable
said.

Even if the library boatd
agrees posthaste to set the
15,000-square-foot expansion
in moton, it could take five or
six years to become a reality.

Susie George, a library sys-
tem manager, said the board is
set to review the proposed
expansion at its Feb. 20 plan-
ning meeting,

“The Bloomingdale expan-
sion is currently on our list of
unmet needs. There are 10 or
12 items on the list at any given
time. The boatd is now evalu-
ating the list to submit to the
county commission for their
consideration  during the
upcoming (Capital Improve-
ment Plan) budget process,”
George said.

It remains to be seen
whether or not creative or alter-
native funding could be

secured to complete the
expansion sooner than 2012,
For now, library staff and
Friends members say they will
continue to provide the servic-
es and programs the public has
been clamoring for since it
opened two years ago.

“We opened with a bang
and we’ve been so busy since
day one. There was a pent up
demand for a branch in
Bloomingdale,” Beamguard
said.

“Ever since our first full
month in operation, we’ve
consistently ranked third or
fourth highest countywide for
matetials circulation. We don’t
have the square footage or the
large collections that the other
top circulators (all regional
libraries) do.””

By the numbers, the Bloom-
ingdale library is operating at
the same level as regional
libraries in the county, but with
a smaller facility and fewer
materials and amenities. The
rising trend worries Beamguard
more than a little bit.

Bloomingdale cutrently has
80,000 volumes of material on
its shelves. Another 20,000 vol-
umes expected to arrive at the
branch this year will fill the
shelves. Beamguard would like
to build Bleomingdale’s anthol-
ogy to about the size of Bran-
don Regional Library’s 140-vol-
ume collection, but said there is
no floor space left to install
another range of shelving

“By this time next yeat, if
something doesn’t give, we will
run out of room on out
shelves. Every library has to do
some weeding from time to
time — you wouldn’t want to
keep the same selections on the
shelves forever. But we don’t
want to have to get rid of
books or stop adding new ones
tor space considerations.”
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From page 3
Selection Committee

A three-member selection committee
shall be responsible for selecting the
scholarship recipient(s). The committee
will be composed of three BHA board

of directors members, or the board’s .

designees. The decisions of the selection
committee are final and are not subject
to appeal.

Important Dates

Feb. 1: Application available for down-
load at www.bloomingdalehomeown-
ers.com. Look for the “B.J. Stelter
Bloomingdale Scholarship Application”
button at the top left of the home page.

April 5: Deadline for receipt of appli-
cation at the Bloomingdale community
office.

May 7: The scholarship recipient will
be announced at the May 7 meeting of
the BHA board of directors. The recipi-
ent will be invited to attend the meeting.

Last week of June: Scholarship dis-
bursements will be made. THe disburse-
ment may be made at a later date if the
student has not made his / her final
school choice, but the winner needs to
keep the BHA updated on this situation.

Essay

Candidates are required to compose

POLICE

an essay, typewritten only, between 300
and 500 words. The student may select
any one of the three following topics for
their essay:

“What Receiving This Scholarship
Would Mean To Me” -

“What My Community Service Time
Has Meant To Me”

“How Living In and Growing Up In
Bloomingdale Has Shaped Me As A Per-

2

son

Submission

Each candidate will be required to sub-
mit the following items on or before the
above defined deadline: A completed
application; essay, one letter of. reference
from a” Bloomingdale Senior High
School faculty member or, a representa-
tive of a community service organization
listed on the application; an official tran-
script from Bloomingdale Senior High
School; an official discipline record from
Bloomingdale Senior High School.

~ Submit applications to: Bloomingdale
Community Office, Attn: Scholarship
Committee, 3509 Bell Shoals Road, Val-
rico, FL 33594. E-Mail:
bloomingdale.homeowners@vetizon.ne
t. Fax: (813) 684-2358. Phone: (813) 681-
2051. Web site: www.bloomingdale-
homeowners.com.

From page 7
send contributions by April 15 to Police
Unity Tour of Florida, Chapter VIIL PO.
Box 6550, Brandon, FL 33508. Please
include your name and address, and note
Deputy Frank Cheshire as the sponsored
rider of your choice.

As the Unity Tour riders live up to
their motto, “We ride for those who

died,” we can help keep the memories of
their fellow officers alive and give propet
recognition to their sacrifices. Your sup-
port will be greatly appreciated.

For more information about the Police
Unity Tour and the national memorial,
log on to www.nleomf.com.
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Community Lights Up Holidays,
Raises Scholarship Funds

GROUP TO AWARD
S2KIN 2007

ByLAURA FRAZIER
Editor

Dozens of Bloomingdale neigh-
bors who helped light the way for
Santa Claus’ arrival in December will
also help lighten the financial load
for one Bloomingdale High School
senior heading for college this fall.

Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association board members and
neighborhood volunteers assembled
more than 200 paper-bag luminaria
kits in December, each with enough
sand, tea lights, white bags and
matches to make 20 lanterns. They
sold about a hundred kits in the
weeks leading up to Christmas.

Families throughout the commu-
nity snapped up the $10 kits to light
up their driveways on Christmas
Eve, and to conttibute to the com-
munity’s annual college scholarship
fund.

The association also offered an
extra incentive for neighbors to par-
ticipate in the fundraiser; a personal
visit by Santa and Mrs. Claus for the
neighborhood section purchasing
the most kits per household. The
prize was granted at sunset on Dec.
16 to Chadd’s Ford in Bloomingdale
East, where dozens of children lined
the streets in anticipation of Santa
Claus’s arrival. Bloomingdale resi-
dents Pam and Joe Liguori arranged
the visit :

Chadd’s Ford resident Jolie Hartis
helped sell the kits-door to door.
When the contest was announced in
November, Hattis jumped on the
opportunity to recreate a holiday tra-
dition she remembers seeing as a

child.

“There was a neighborhood near
out house where they started out
with a few luminarias and it just kind
of grew over the course of a few
yeats. First they started with the
luminarias, and then each yeat there
would be more and more candles,

and everyone’s decorations got

more elaborate.”

It’s a tradition Harris and the
homeowners association hope to
continue and grow each year.

“It was just so beautiful on Chrdst-
mas Eve when we all lit the candles.
Everyone was .out walking around
and kind of chatting. We will defi-
nitely do it again next year.”

Net proceeds from the sale, com-
bined with additional cash conttibu-
tions from residents, will allow the
group to award a $2,000 scholarship
this year.

The association established the
BJ. Stelter Bloomingdale Communi-
ty Scholarship in 2005 to honor Stel-
ter upon her retirement as principal
of Bloomingdale High School. Its
mission is to encourage students to
pursue a college career.

Alexia Shemroske, guidance
counselor at Bloomingdale, said 80
percent of seniors graduating from
Bloomingdale in 2006 planned to
attend college. Class of 2006 gradu-
ate Michael Cocchioloa received the
community’s $1,000 inaugural schol-
arship last year.

The scholarship is open to stu-
dents who live in Bloomingdale and
attend Bloomingdale High. Eligibili-
ty requirements, application forms
and more information are available
at the school and on the association’s
web site, www.bloomingdale.home-
owners@vetizon.net, or call (813)
681-2051.

Leave the driving to us.

The best personalized transportation
for any occasion

* AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION
® SPECIAL EVENTS

Linos Corpotate Sedan, he.

linoslimo@y

813-657-5450 ,//.. 813- 655 0384 ,m
anoo.com

www.linoscorporatesedan.com

© Exciting Birthday Parties

LOVE Young Chefs Academy!
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www.whitealuminum.com

=== FREE
- == ESTIMATES!
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\°) Weelfly Cooking Classes IY@ UNG @?E{?S“

SUN ROOMS'

Hurry! Offer ends

©I\=/:ilf nl;:': \:/:)&rkshops :(;LADEI:V‘; ][‘ S}UD)]II\V (Gy Discount available at time of presentation only. Expires March 16, 2007 g
.896 COOKING ) a
© Spring Break & Summer Camps Resl fun! M d! 2%&?7 %M 7WW S““C@ , ?55 §

Fl. Blg. Cont.
CBCO01467
Fl. Roofing Cont.
CCC035617

1576 Bloomingdale Avenue 643-7025
Call fo schedule a free Try It class!

www.YoungChefsAcademy.com
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THE

CHADDERT®N

GROUP

Hr
KELLER WILLIAMS

R E A L T Y

3626 Erindale Dr. = Valrico Ray Chadderton Linda Genco Becky Jordan
813-699-1500 601-0597 699-1500 690-1157

EXCEEDING YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

"~ 4BD/3.5BA + DEN +

BONUS ROOM $579,990

Furnished model on ¥z acre with $50,000
Buyer Assistance Program.

3BD/2 5 PLUS DEN

4BD/3BA + DEN +

'POOL $449,800
-Lush 1/3-acre fenced lot in gated

Cambridge Cove with 3-car garage in
mehculous condftion 1

4BD/3BA/3-CAR GARAGE

4BD/3BA PLUS DEN

$399,900

Screened Pool/spa home in Gated
Golf Course Community.

4BD/2BA

| 3BD/2BA PLUS DEN
$374,900 $339,900 $299,900 : $259,800
Screened pool overlooking the 16" tee Screened pool home on a quiet Screened pool home with large kitchen in Screened patio overlooking lush
in Gated Community. cul-de-sac in The Greens. super convenient location! conservation area in Fishhawk Ranch.

2BD/2BD + DEN & POND 4BD/2.5BA POOL 4BDIZBA FUFINISHED '4BD/2BA AWESOME
VIEW HOME! $254,900 HOME! $254,900 - MODEL $239,900 HOME $234,900
Scr. patio, 2-car garage and gated Sun Family room with fireplace & fenced Professionally decorated & loaded Great room with fireplace & lush mani- -
City Center Community. treed lot in Bloomingdale West with upgrades. cured lot in Bloomingdale School District!

3BD/2BA SCREENED
POOL & POND $222,800

Fish from your own backyard!
Family room & formal rooms.

3BD/2BA MOVE-IN
READY! $199,900

Freshly painted, screened patio. Fenced
lot & “Oakcrest” of Bloomingdale
location.

3BD/2BA IMMACULATE
ONE-OWNER BEAUTY! $199,000

Super great room plan with all
appliances & wonderful location close to
[-75, X-Town & Mall. -

4BD/3BA + DEN & GOLF .
COURSE FRONTAGE $396,800
Screened pool home overlooking the 8th
greefi of the Bloomingdale Golf Course.

|

5BD/2.5BA PLUS DEN
$168,800

Never lived in townhome with granite
& all appliances! Seller to pay 1-year
maintenance fees.

0002009289-01

www.ChaddertonGroup.com
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