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‘QUOTE OF THE MONTH

"Try not to become a man of success, but rather try to become a man of value."

........................

... MbertEinstein
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Commissioner

Visits

Bloomingdale Library

By Leslie White -

District 6 County Commis-  Commissioner Becknet’s aides to
sioner Kevin Beckner invited allow further investigation. They
local constituents to Blooming- also requested contact informa-
dale Regional Public 'Library tion so that Beckner and his aides
Saturday, Jan. 17 for coffee and  can follow up personally. :

conversation: More than 40 area “T believe in activism and
residents turned out to discuss 1 believe in making sure your

community issues and share their ~- yoice is heard,” assured Beckner, -

concerns with the newly electéd  If we can address the issues and
county official. ‘

“This is great,” said Beckner,
“I'm glad to see so many people
turn out to talk about what's

that’s what I'm here to do.”
Though these informal meet-
) ings will only take place this
important to them.” January, Beckner’s office hours
Various “Coffee with Kevin” the last Friday of every month
events were scheduled every are solely for one-on-one meet-
January  Saturday morning at ings with the people of Hills-
libraries countywide, gleg resi- bOl'ngh County’ a_uowing them
dents an informal opportunity an opportunity to voice their
to let the commissioner know concerns outside of the three
what’s on their minds. Of wide-  minutes given to those attending
spread concern at this gathering  the regular bi-weekly meetings
was the proposed widening of held in downtown Tampa, Office
Lithia-Pinecrest Road, juvenile hours will rotate through the var-
crime and youth advocacy as jous districts ensuring that once a
well as local traffic congestion. quarter Becknerwill be in each of
Each attendant was encouraged the four district offices.
to fill out a detailed description “It’s the fiéople who got me

improve your quality of life, then -

L of their concern and turn it in to -

‘I'believe in activism
and | believe in
making sure your
voice is heard. -

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
KEVIN BECKNER

here, and it’s the people I'm ¢om--
mitted to serving,” said Beckner,
urging all in attendance to get
involved in some ‘way. “When
people come together they can

make a real difference in their -

community, Part of my goal is to
increase communication to our
citizens.” = il

A schedule of the upcoming
open office hours and locations
is forthcoming. For more infor-
mation contact Commissioner
Beckner’s office at (813) 272-
5730 or visit hillsboroughcounty.
‘org/bocc, T

y y Photo by LESLIE WHITE
District 6 County Commissioner Kevin Beckner gave ear to the con-
cerns of one local resident at a recent “Coffee with Kevin” meeting at
Bloomingdale Regional Public Library. '

JOIN RIVER HILLS COUNTRY CLUB NOW!
A Joe Lee Signature Design Golt Course

ONE MEMBERSHIP 13 CLLUBS

THE RIVER HILLS COUNTRY CLUB
ECONOMIC STIMULUS MEMBERSHIP OFFER

COUNTRY CLUB

www.riverhillscountryclub.com

* No Initiation Fee e

* No Assessments ° :

* No Minimums

* Dues Reduced in Year 1 and'in Year 2

* All Membership Categoties (Golf, Spotts, Social)

Wwwﬂorid;igblfttail.com

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR ECONOMIC STIMULUS MEMBERSHIP OFFER

Category Current Dues/Month.. Year 1 Year 2

- Full Golf $313.00 $250.00 $290.00
me " A Janior Full Golf $216.00 $180.00 $210.00

ik} Golf Only $222.00 - $190.00 $220.00

Ay -4 Spoit (Tennis/Swirn) $129.00 $ 95.00 $110.00
G’()_LF‘ T,RA—II‘ Clubhouse $ 93.00 ~$ 75.00 $ 87.00

THE MEMBERSHIP OFFER OF A LIFETIME GETS EVEN BETTER

Four Peéple Join fot the Price of Three
RULES REGARDING THE FOURSOME BONUS

» All four new Members must join-at the same time ;
* The four new Members can join in the golf category of their choice
¢ Each dues category will be reduced by.25% in year one F

THE “4SOME BONUS PROGRAM”

Tond Twe Sepr Ravings

EXAMPLE OF 4SOME BONUS

Fror The 250me Below Category Current Dues/Morfth Year 1 Year 2 Total Savings
Full Golf $313.00 $188.00 $290.00 $1776.00
¢ Full Golf $313.00 $188.00 $290.00 $1776.00
$ 5 5 6 8 ' Junior Golf $216.00 $135.00 $210.00 $1044.00
o Golf Only $222.00 $143.00 $220.00 $ 972.00

Contact Membership Ditector Dana Paru Regarding Membership At The River Hills Country Club
3943 New River Hills Parkway, Tampa, FL. 33596 ¢ (813) 653-1554 ° www.riverhillscountryclub.com

0002649128-01
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Craig and Linda Swanson
713 Fortuna Drive
Brandon, FL

With Bus Drop Off and Pick Up at Lithia Springs,
Alafia, Cimino, FH Creék & Bevis Elementary
We understand that for many.busy and working
parents it's challenging to find an enriching
atmosphere for before and after school care. We
are proud to-offer homework help, supervised
activities, outdoor games and sports, arts &
crafts, field trips, computers, and more. Your
child will thrive'in a safe, friendly and clean
environment. We offer Drop/In services on early
release days, school holidays, spring break and
even summer camp.

Accredited by NAEYC and APPLE

Enroll Now _ www.KidsRKids_\_!alricﬁ._cnm .
FREE VPK, PRESCHOOL, INFANTS FROM 6 WEEKS Transporiation from Alafia, Cimino, FishHawk Creek, Bevis, and Lithia Springs

EXTENDED HOURS FROM 6:00AM-6:30PM .
CHG#431024 657"'6200

yolerore s armer LSRR

SCHOOLS OF QUALITY LEARNING

4321 Lynx Paw Trail, Valrico (Across from Lithia Springs Elementary)

A egn
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Lithia-Pinecrest
Improvements
In Jeopardy

In 2005, The Brandon Chamber of Commeérce was asked to work:
to improve Lithia-Pinecrest Road by members of the chamber and
more than 400 community representatives. Up to this time, the cham-
ber claims to have had many successes and support from our elected
officials and county staff.

The PD&E study of the roadway is currently underway to better
determine the improvement opportunities and costs. Unfortunately,
the comments being received by County Commissioners is that the
residents along the road do not support the improvements and expan-
sion of Lithia-Pinecrest Road.

The study is nearing completion and your input is critical. As the

consultants have begun sharing preliminary recommendations (which
depict up to six lane road expansion), a group of residents in the more
rural section of the study area have become alarmed.

These are merely recommendations and are not being added to any

work plan. After the study is completed, then the community and the

county will be able to create their plans for improyements based on
all of the data and scenarios presented. However, a group of citizens
concerned about the aesthetics closer to CR—39 are working to derail

N GDALE

B ULLETINUBOARD

Cimino?

Cell Tower At
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APPNO.  SUQOR® lfiZH

b PURPOSE:®_S

e

T-;
w
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this study.

The Chamber of Commerce would like your voice to be heard. You
can contact your County Commissioners by calling (8 13)_ 272-5660.

Alafia Welcomes
New Principal

By Michelle Ernest
Alafia PTA President

The Alafia PTA is excited to welcome new
principal Mrs. Lisa Tierney-Jackson. The PTA
feels that she is the perfect match for our school

. and that the transition will be smooth. Mrs. Jack-
son previously taught at Alafia and has worked
with many of the current faculty and staff. The g
goals of the PTA have always been to support
the teachers and students. Alafia is a wonder-
ful school with a strong since of family among

its parents, teachers and students. We welcome
Mrs. Jackson to our family and look forward to a new beginning.

Bloomingdale Property Manager Position Available

_ As some of you are aware,

our longtime Bloomingdale
Property Manager, Al Devney,
president of DPMI, has
retired. As a result, the Bloom-
ingdale Special Taxing District
(BSTD) is seeking an individ-
ual to act as Property Manager
and oversee the maintenance
of our Bloomingdale property.

This PART TIME position
would' requitre approximately
20-25 hours per week spread
over five or six days per week.

.......................

_Thesuccessful candidateshould

be a Bloomingdale resident,
have their own pick-up truck,
have access to mechanical,
electrical and plumbing hand
tools, and lawn and landscape
tools. The position requires the
ability to obtain $1,000,000 of
insurance, to have or be able to
acquire a CAM license, and be
incorporated, LLC or be in the

‘possession of another appro-

priate legal entity. The job also
requires a working knowledge

BOUNTY CENTER 2ND FLOOR

601 E KENNEDY BLVD.

For Mnre Information, Please Call

276-2.58

_, ('rw 301-74 73)
WWWHI g

While the Bloomingdale Homeowners Association or it's publication the Bloomingdale Gazette
has no opinion, we have been asked to inform the community of the possibility of a cell phone
tower being placed at Cimino Elementary School. If you are interested, would like to hear the
pros and cons, agree or disagree, please feel free to contact school principal Deborah Talley by
e-mailing deborah.talley@sdhc.k12.fl.us or by calllng the school at 740-4450.

of electricity, irrigation and
irrigation systems, landscaping
and basic computer skills.

The duties include (but are
not limited to) overseeing ven-
dors and contractors that rou-
tinely assist in the maintenance
of our Bloomingdale commu-
nity, chécking and replacing
light bulbs on a scheduled or
as needed basis, minor electri-
cal sérvice ‘as needed, repair-
ing minor irrigation problems
as needed, planting shrubbery

‘paring various

as needed, minor painting and
other tasks as dictated by the
President and Trustees of the
Bloomingdale Special Taxing
District. There is also an “in
office” component of the-job
which includes accident and
vandalism investigation, pre-
reports and
budget preparation and input.
One would also attend the

- monthly and special meeting

held by the Taxing District. A

complete job description will

s a b had baae

be presented at the interview. .
Salary for this part time

~ position will be based on expe-

rience and qualifications. The
District desires to fill this
position immediately. If you
are interested, please submit a
resume’ in confidence to:

Bloomingdale Taxing
District
3509 Bell Shoals Road
Valrico, F133596
Attn: Thom Snelling
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No matter what
the occasion...

- 9 Hajk Touch Clean Cleaners

25 YEARS IN BUSINESS
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i 1
I 1
I ENTIRE ORDER " ENTIRE OHDER "
: Shirts & Dry Cleaning !! Shirts & Dry Cleaning !

i Valid on Incoming Orders Only. 1l Valid on Irwomlng Orders Gnly I
P No Exceptions. No ComhinlngCoupons 11 No Exceptions. No Comblning Coupons. 1
| COUPON uxpmll arrroe 11 COUPON mlm 3/7/08 . 1
l-—_——-——ﬁ——-ﬂlu——-——‘-———_-i

--------- —m,r—-n—-————--1

20" OFF: 20" OFF:

ENTIRE ORDER ll Wedding Gowns, Comforters, 1
Shirts & Dry Cleaning ! l Blankets, Alterations, Drapes l
Valid on Incoming Orders Only.

Vaiid on Immnmn Orders
: No Exceptlons No Combinmg cuupana : : o Emgrfm: i cﬂmn%ioﬂ

o Il I mroﬁlmhumm- i

;- Wajik Touch Cleaners

 APOLLO BEACH » 220 Apollo Beach BIvd........645-1499
'BLOOMINGDALE ® 3513 Bell Shoals R.........654-0292

BI.OOMINGDALE o 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest.......... 654-8113

BRANDON © 913 W. Brandon BIVd................ 684-4499
BRANDON o 11393 Causeway BG.............643-6944
LITHIA © 16707 FishHawk BV ... 654-7991
PLANT CITY » 2621 Thonotosassa Rd................ 752-6631
RIVERVIEW © 11697 Boyette R ................ 672-1832
RIVERVIEW e 13414 Boyette Rd. ...New.........657-8497 |
RIVERVIEW © 13196 HWY 301 S..covrn 671-4156
SEFFNER ¢ 1515 N. Parson AVe ............cccoomevees 684-5897
VALRICO ¢ 1985 E. Brandon BIVE ... 654-2324

VALRICO © 2511 SR.60E.......oocirrrcsiiicssiniis 643-4825

0002649933-01
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Your Inside Connections

BLOOMINGDALE HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION INC.

PO Box 7221, Brandon, FL 33508
Phone: (813) 681-2051

E-mail: bloomingdale.homeowners@verizon.net

Meetings: first Tuesday each month, 7 p.m.
Web site: bloomingdalegazette.com
President: Stanley Lee ;

Vice president: Jim Harris

Secretary: Jane Lee

Treasurer: Dennis Osborn

Directors: Shelia Harris, Myron Magedanz

BLOOMINGDALE SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICT

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594

Phone: (813) 684-6667 :

E-mail: bloomingdale.district@verizon.net
Office hours: Monday through Thursday,
7am.to1lam. '

Meetings: second Monday each month, 7 pm. -
President: Thom Snelling

Vice president: Russell Jones

Treasurer: David West

Property manager: Al Devney

Trustees: Joe Harless; Joe Liguori and James Laughlin

BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

THE BLOOMINGDALE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980

Post Office Box 7221
Brandon, FL 33508
Ph: (813) 681-2051
E-Mail: bloomingdale.homeowners@verizon.net
Web site: bloomingdalegazette.com

THE GAZETTE IS PUBLISHED BY SUNBELT NEWSPAPERS
Publisher: Denise Palmer '
505 W. Robertson St.,
Brandon, FL 33511 X
© Ph: (813) 657-4511"
~ Advertising: 647-4557.
~ The Gazette is delivered free to
Bloomingdale residents along with
. The Tampa Tribune on the first
. Saturday of each month.

THE BLOOMING
3 (813) 681-2051

DALE GAZETTE

m——

"Fxpec’c C'ompa

. 813-684-6817
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Gardeners Prepare
For Cold Spells

ByLAURACONE - -
lcone@mediageneral.com

Commercial growers as well as the backyard gardeners with green
thumbs prepare for the sudden cold snaps that could damage prized
plants during Florida winters. !

Tobias Smith, the manager of Holmberg Farms, 13430 Hobson
Simmons Rd., Lithia, said as a commercial grower he supplies more
than 250 retailers and landscapers with plant material.

See COLD, Page 16
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Best Florist for 9 Beautiful Years!
HaprrPy
HEARTS

teleflora’s bouquet
~ Valentine's day is

Saturday, February 14
$4999
Bloomingdale
Florist
654-7304 or 800-940-7304
827 E. Bloomingdale Ave., Brandon

Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat. 9-3

www.bloomingdaleflowers.com
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By JOY BOISSELLE

Confusion over deed restric-
tions has been an ongoing issue
in the Bloomingdale community.
For example, questions like, “I
don't pay dues; arent I exempt
from deed restrictions? Can 1
paint my house any color? Are
sheds allowed in my neighbor-
hood?” For years, numerous arti-
cles, both in the Bloomingdale
Gazette and on the community's
Web ssite, have been written to
explain the issues and ensure
resident deed restriction compli-
.ance. Still, a lack of understand-
ing persists.

So, what's the bottom line?
“All of Bloomingdale’s 44 neigh-
borhoods are bound by deed
restrictions, no matter whether
you have paid dues to an asso-
ciation' or even have a copy of
those restrictions,”said Stan Lee,
new Bloomingdale Homeowner
Association president.

K-l Just what does that mean?

The Bloomingdale Homeown-
ers Association Board of Direc-

tors asked attorney Dan Pilka of
the Pilka & Wells law firm to
provide generallegal clarification
on some issues surrounding deed
restrictions and our community.
Pilka has been practicing law
since 1984 and has specialized in
community association litigation
for the past nine years.

“Deed restrictions are the
rules and regulations filed by
thé property developer with the
Clerk of the Court for Hills-
borough County, and everyone,
owner or tenant, must comply
with the restrictions,” he stated.

Typically, deed restrictions
cover land and property usage,
such as the size of the home,
building specifications and prop-
erty changes, and they ensure
that the property is used as the
developer ~ intended. Restric-
tions, for example, can include:
no livestock, no parking of com-
mercial vehicles, and no property
changes without approval.

“Deed restrictions are impor-
tant because they maintain the

N Whats The Bottom Line?

quality and character of the
neighborhood. They Dbenefit
everyone by maintaining neigh-
borhood cohesiveness and they
protect property value,” Pilka
explained. For home buyers,

deed restrictions provide a sense *

of security that the area in which
they live will be' maintained to a
certain long-term standard.
- “Deed restrictions are a bind-
ing contract between neighbors,
and are absolutely enfmceabie
he added.

What happens when a prob—

lem occurs? First, try to work out

any disputes neighbor to neigh-
bor, Pilka recommended. If your
neighborhood has -a mandatory
HOA, the next step is to take
the issue to the board. The board
will work to resolve the issue
within their association guide-
lines. If the problem continues,
mediation and htlganon are pos-
sible courses of action.

Pilka  believes  residents
should get involved with their
HOAs to help maintain their

Dan Pilka of Pilka & Wells law firm prowded valuable |nformat|on

concerning deed restrictions and the Bloomingdale community dur-

ing a recent interview.
communities. “Attend meetings,
serve on -committees...involve-
ment fosters pride in ownershlp
and has an immediate impact in
the community,” he said.

Every home owner in Bloom-
ingdale should have been pro-
vided a copy of deed restrictions
at their home’s closing. If you
dor’t have a copy of your restric-
tions, there are several ways to
obtain them. All restrictions
are recorded with the Clerk of
the Court for Hillsborough
County. In addition, many of

e

busy schedules.

It'’s time to make your appointment for your
checkup. Preventative .care keeps your smile
beautiful and healthy. New procedures manage
pain effectivel’y for most of our patients. Early
morning hours are available to accommodate

Call for your

Bloomingdale’s deed restrictions
are available on our community

. Web site. To search our database

for your neighborhood, click on
“About Bloomingdale” on the
home page main menu, then
select “Deed: Restrictions” from
the sub-menu. Finally, if you
live in a mandatory Homeown-
ers Asseciation, you can request
ascopy of the restrictions from
your board. '

For information, call (813)
681-2051 or go online to bloom-
ingdalegazette.com.
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appointment today!

River Hills Dentistry. pa.
/| River Hills Plaza » 4337 Lynx Paw Trail  Valrico
) +¥D (Next to Lithia Springs Elementary School)
Robert C. Reid, D.D.S. ® 654-4223
Family, General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Great Smiles are a Good Reflection on Us!

e Minimal- Sedatlon Dentistry # Digital X-rays ¢ Hospital Grade Sterilization ¢ Fillings
e Crowns & Bridges ¢ Implants ¢ Tooth Whitening * Periodontal/Gum Care ¢ Extractions

» Partials *» Dentures » “Vizilite” Oral Cancer Exams ¢ Root Canals ¢ Veneers/“Contact Thin”
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By SUZANNE M. SCHMIDT
sschmidt@mediageneral.com
When Karin Allen had the
choice to stay in the corporate
world or leave it, she decided to
leave it and fulfill her dreams by
opening a pet shop.

Jungle, 16731 FishHawk Blvd.,
last October. The store offers pet
supplies for birds, fish, reptiles,
dogs, cats and small animals
as well as various exotic pets
including birds, tropical fish,
snakes, lizards, tortoises, ham-
sters, gerbils, rabbits and chin-
chillas. Allen also supplies mice,
rats and crickets for feeding.

“I always really liked ani-
mals and I have always had a
wide variety of pets,” Allen said.
“Before working in the corpo-
rate world, I used to work at a
- pet store and a tropical fish farm.
When the insurance company I
worked for shut down, I decided
I didn't want to go back to insur-
ance. I decided if T was going to
accept less money, then I was

Allen opened Bungle in the

going to do something I really

nop virers
Jungle Expenence

enjoy. Most of the animals I sell
here, T have had as pets at one
point. I like my job better now
because I like selling the animals
and seeing thcy are gomg to a
good home:”

In addition to finding the
animals a good home, Allen said
she also is happy to give dem-
onstrations where she will bring
animals for people to:interact
with like her pet bearded dragon
named Rex.

“I like to have animals here
that can be used for educational
purposes,” Allen said. “The
whole idea behind my shop is
that there is an adventure theme.
People can handle and touch just
about every animal in the store.
I have also domne presentations
at a Teach-In and at the Fear
Factor event at FishHawk Creek
Elementary School.”

Allen not. only helps  out
teachers by giving demonstra-
tions, she also is a friend to the
teacher's pet. She said she will

See JUNGLE, Page 16

Photo by SUZANNE M. SCHMIDT
Karin Allen holds her favorite macaw, Baby Girl, at her newly opened
pet and supply store.’

SIS T Tees

And Win!

By LESLIE WHITE
The Bloomingdale Hom-
eowners Association through

the official publication, The

Bloomingdale Gazette, and Ray

Chadderton of Keller Williams
Realty/The Chadderton Group,
are offering two $50 gift cer-
tificates to Stonewood Grill &
Tavern in 2 month-long com-
munity contest. To play, visit
eitheér Peterbrooke Chocolatier
at 3476 Lithia Pinecrest Road
or Car Wash on the Greens at

3618 Lithia Pinecrest Road and’

simply estimate the number of
jelly beans in the jar at onie of

the two locations. The person

closest without going over at
each location will win. The
contest runs-Feb. 7 to March
11. Winners do not have to be
present to win, You may enter
more than once,-and you may
enter at one or both locations.

If you are a Bloomingdale
resident or business owner. and
would like to sponsor a con-
test of your own please e-mail
inbloontingdalenews@tam-
pabay.rr.com.

Mary gets a truly Ln‘e- Changing Smile

“Since my smlle mqheover, | have no pain and no problems,
associated with my teeth. It's awesome. And besides losing the
pain, | now have a beautiful smile. | did not want the ‘super
white’ veneers and crowns. | think that looks so fake. | love my’
new smile and my friends and family have been astounded by
how natural my teeth look. It makes me feel great. ”—Mary

Dr: Scott Arnold of Arnold Dentistry in Valrico maintains many area family
smiles. He performs all routine dentistry, however, he has the training and
technology to give your. smile that extra help if you want or need it. His team

will make you feel welcome and is commn‘ted to your comfort.

Why not- élzll to schedule vour complimeniary consultation today?

MyArnoldSmile.com

.............................................................................................................

Amold Dentistry

4320 Bell Shoals, Valrico -

( Between Bloomingdale & Boyette Road )




BarlowgirliTo

Perform Benefit
Concert March 6

Breakthrough Student Ministries, the youth group of St.
Andrew’s United Methodist Church will be hosting a concert
featuring BarlowGirl on Friday, March 6.at 7 p.m. in the St.
Andrew’s sanctuary. BarlowGirl is a Christian rock band com-
prised of three sisters which has accumulated multiple Gospel
Music Awards. The girls describe themselves as “radical girls
for God” and their music delivers that message in a powerful,
poignant way. Among their many hits are their award winning
songs “Never Alone” and “I Need You to Love Me”. _

Profits from the concert will be donated to Steppin’ Stone
Farm in Lithia. The farm is a Christian based residential group
home for teenage girls. It emphasizes that through accountabil-
ity and personal responsibility each girl has a chance to change
her destiny. Gift cards from Home Depot and Lowe’s will be
collected the night of the event for those people who want to
contribute directly to Steppin’ Stone Farm~

Tickets for the event can be purchased at iticket.com. Prices
are $15 for advance purchase tickets and $20 the 'day of the
event. St. Andrew’s UMC is located at 3315 Bryan Road in
Brandon. For more information please visit StAndrewsBran-
don.org, or call (813) 689-6849 x 217. Local businesses or pri-

» vate citizens that would like to join the effort to partner with
¥ Breakthrough Student Ministries can call Brenda Bazemore at

(813) 689-6849, ext. 217.

_4RRRERERY
-*wﬁqu?,n

Above, Kaitlyn Loy takes the
tickets of Jennifer Vonga and
Rick Alba

At right; Tony Armellino and
Barry Humphrey are part of secu-
rity to keep the concert safe

achieve nelr vest.

Learning

At Sylvan, our highly personalized approach builds
the skills, habits and attitudes your child needs to
succeed in school and in life.

* Develops independent work habits
* Improves attitudes
* Motivates learning
* Provides feedback for parents and teachers

s il

684-2400

Brandon - 354 E. Bloomingdale Avenue

Riverview - 11361 Big Bend Road

www.sylvanbrandon.com
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My name is Brad Compton,
General Manager of the Bloom-
ingdale Golfers Club since Oct,
1,2008. As General Manager of
the Bloomingdale Golfers Club,
1 have been tasked with oversee-

‘ing the club's renaissance. For
those that have played the golf

I am sure you would agree that
the condition of the golf course
has greatly imptoved since the
summer. We intend to continue
that process for the long term.
However, not only are people
unaware of our great cours¢ con-
dition, I learned from many indi-
viduals during the Bloomingdale
Homeowners  ‘Association
Annual Family Fest Day held at
the golf club this past November
that many Bloomingdale area
residents are unaware of the golf
course itself. Our renaissance will
only happen from the support of
our surrounding neighbors. My
job is simply to-ensure that the
word gets out about the club, its
facilities and its programs. This
article represents another step in
the club’s renaissance process. .
For those of you who might
not be aware of us, let me share
some highlights about the Club:
« It is Tampa’s premier golf facil-
ity and has been consistently
ranked number-one by The
Tampa Tribune readership 10

course in the past few months;-

- The Renaissanceof

Bloomingdale Golfers Club

ars in a row

* GolfersDigesthasratedBloom-~
ingdale Golfers Club four stars.
Golf Digest described the club
as having the best collection of
par 5’ on any one golf course
as they have seen anywhere-in
the USA _

+ The course layout, designed by
renowned -architect Ron Garl,
is an exceptional and clas-
sic championship layout in an
unspoiled setting of 100-year
old oaks, towering pines and
natural marshland. You'll enjoy
a round filled with numerous
sightings of wildlife, fields of
flowers, and with the challenge
of spegtacular holes threading
their way around thirteen lakes

+The club is home to perhaps
the finest PGA Tour quality
practice facility anywhere. The
practice facility includes the
following:

1. A large range with numer-
ous target flags to hone your iron
game yet is plenty deep to con-
tain 400 yard tee shots.

2. The largest putting green
in the area at over half an acre.
Be on the lookout for a variety
of putting contests and events in
the near future.

3. A sand bunker and chip-
ping green complex to work on
every phase of your short game

4, For those who practice

often, practice facility member-
ships are now available to the
public

5. Our practice facility is
home to Mypro Golf Schools
and Megan Younkman. As an
LPGA member, Megan teaches
beginners and  professionals,
juniors and seniors, and men and
women. ;

Given the variety of ameni-
ties and course conditions avail-
able at the club, it should come
as no surprise that some of the
world’s best players from the

PGA, LPGA, European Tour,

Buy.com tour; and other regional

. tours have called Bloomingdale

Golfers Club their home. Cur-
rently, PGA tour star Michael
Bradley plays out of the club.
The club in the past has been
host to numerous local, state, and

national tournaments, as well as

host for the PGA Tour Quali-
fying School. A big part of our
renaissance is to once again be
host of these great events. Our
other goals for the club include
hosting special life events such
as weddings, retirement parties
and other social events as well as
golf tournaments including fund
raising not for profit events.

As part of the newly created
Florida Golf Trail, which con-
sists of nine Florida clubs, three
Washington D.C. clubs and one

in Cincinnati Ohio, the club
can offer many benefits to non-
profit events that often a stand-
alone club cannot offer. The trail
also allows us to offer a low cost
membership that includes recip-
rocal privileges at all 12 other
trail clubs including the private
Joe Lee designed River Hills
Country Club in Valrico and
the private Tom Fazio designed
Bayou Club in Largo. - -

~ Inaddition to patronizing the
club to bring about its renais-
sance, we need the community’s
supportin protecting theimprov-
ing golf course. As you know, a
well-maintained and financially
strong golf course can have a sig-
nificant impact on the values of
the homes surrounding the golf
course. Recently we have had
numerous instances of vandal-
ism'and arson on the golf course.

Additionally, tee- markers, flag-

Brad Compton stands on the Bloomingdale Colfers Clu

b Course.

sticks, garbage cans, and other
items have been stolen from the
grounds at the club. We ask that
anyone having knowledge of
these events would report them
to the police or to me personally.
To achieve this end, we are offer-
ing a $5,000 reward for the arrest
and conviction of the vandals. If
anyone has information relating
to our on-going investigation we
would appreciate it if you call us
at (813) 685-4105 Ext. 14.

We thank you for those who
have patronized us and those of
you who have treated the golf
course as their own by watch-
ing out and keeping non-golf-
ers off of the golf course at all
times. Together we can make the
renaissance of the Bloomingdale
Golfers Club a reality. I appreci-
ate the opportunity to serve you
and look forward to meeting you
in near future.

 « Tempura s Beef

S

~ Bloomingdale Square
11:30-8:30 Mon - Thurs = 11

Thank You Brandon For Voting Our Restaurant
Best in 2008 & 2006

Ai

3
x (]
el

662-3377 = 887 E. Bloomingdale Ave.
between Wal-Mart & Publix o
:30-10:30 Friday = 4:30-10:30 Sat "S58900

Bloomingdalo

Bloomingdale
Squnro

Serving Families Since 1960

STOWERS
UNERAL HOME

0002643628-01

401 West Brandon Blvd. Brandon, FL 33511 -

813-689-1211

© www.stowersfh.com

Herb S. Popple Funeral Director, General Manager
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Moving On

By LESLIE WHITE

’ Bloommgdalc Bulls Head football Coach Jason Stokes announced

to his team and staff.on Jan. 13 that he would be leaving Blooming-
dalé to pursue coaching positions elsewhere, saymg he “wanted to
pursue a coaching job at an mner~c1ty school.” During the meeting,
Stokes told players, “I feel this is in the best interest of my family.”

At a Bulls Booster Club meeting the same night, Athletic Direc-
tor Danielle Shotwell broke the news to attendees, most of which
were very surprised. Shotwell told Booster Club members that she
expected plenty of applicants since more than 80 applied for the same
position the previous year after the departure of Stokes'predecessor,
Corey Brinson. Stokes officially resigned the next morning.

Within five days he was announced as head coach at Middleton _

High School. During his tenure the Bulls had a winning season and
made it to the playoffs for the first time. Stokes had recently been
named “Coach of the Year” by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers which
awarded $2,000 to Bloomingdale’s football program. Stokes did not
respond to a request for an interview.

It was announced Jan. 19 that former Bloomingdale Coach Jason*
Stokes would take over the head football coaching position at
Middleton High School after Harry Hubbard was let go in December.
Stokes resigned Jan. 14 after serving only one season as the Bulls'
head coach.

Photo by LESLIE WHITE

February 21, 9am-10pm

MEET LEGENDARY GAMER, STEVE WIEBE
_King of Kong - First Full of Quarters -

MEET 3 TIMES GOLD MEDA.LI-ST'

| BROOKE BENNETT &

Meet & Greet with 3-times Gold Medalist Brooke -

Bennett and other Olympians, get autographs and
take pictures from10am- noon

A portion of the proceeds from the Grand Opening will benefit the Brandon Sports & Aquatits Club and the Greater Brandon Community Foundation.

813-315-9895

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY ANY NEW OR USED GAMES

Y PLAY@TRADE
. The “Hot Spot” in town

2030 Badlands Drive. Brandon

-Next to Old Chicago Pizza on Provndence Rd.

SP1zzA

by Old Chicago Pizza
JUST 4- FUN AIRBRUSHING SUPER HEROES
' 'Free smoothies from
Planet Smoothle Lumsden
Gifts, Prizes
Goodle bags to first 100 visitors.
Drawlngs_ for other exciting prizes,
. and MORE-...

—
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Helping Those
In Need

By LESLIEWHITE -

As our nation’s economy
continues to" decline, more
people are in need of help and
the Brandon area is no excep-
tion. It was this realization that
led” the Bloomingdale High
School PTSA Board to con-
sider how they could help their

| community in a way that would

make a real difference.
_“Brenda Esprit,our Programs
and Awards Chair, researched
the local area to see what soup
kitchens are serving our com-
munity,” said PTSA president
Catrina Miller.- '
She found The Portamento

1 of Hope Café, and after speak-

ing with Director Lila Lilyquist,
the board found there was a
great need for assistance and the
decision was made to provide it:
Bloomingdale volunteers signed
up to serve at the café, students
and parents. working together
to organize the clothes closet,

serve foot as well as cook for the-
cause.

“A check for $250 has been
donated, which was raised from
our 5K Family Fun Run back

-on Nov.'1,” said Miller. More

than $1,600 of those same
proceeds were donated to the
Bloomingdale library .victim.

The Bloomingdale PTSA is not .
only focused on the neeéds of
the school and the students, but ]
the: community surrounding it. -

According to Miller, the board
collectively decided to use some
of the funds raised throughout
the year to support local chari-
ties and causes.

“l have personally been
moved and I am delighted to be
part of this .wonderful team of
volunteers that want to make a
huge difference in our commu-
nity,” said Miller. She alsp stated
that there will be an ongoing
partnership between the PTSA

Photo by LESLIE WHITE

Bloomingdale PTSA Program & Awards Chair Brenda Esprit (left) was one of several Bloomingdale High

parents who, along with a group of volunteer students,

in the Brandon area at Lila Lilyquist's Portamento of Hope Cafe.

and the café. _
The Portamento of Hope
Café is located at 107 East

NATION'S
TOP 10

SPORTS
AR

.. AND TAMPA BAY’S BEST!

TH

] TAMPA TRIBUNE

LIFE..PRINTED DAILY.

- (813) TRIBUNE

* Associated Press Sports Editors 2007

Mason Street (off Parsons) in
Brandon. Future plans for the

‘café include offering a com-

—‘ :

puter room, a clothes closet and
nutritional education center
for families in the community
in need of those services. The
café served its first meal June
16, 2008, dnd Lilyquist wel-
comes all volunteers as well as
any community members with,
electrical, plumbing, painting
and comphliter skills which will

served food to the community of people in need

help develop the café’s services.
Also- welcomed are donations
of food, clothing, toys and
books. The café accepts dona-
tions from 11:30 a.m. to-2 p-m.
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days. Lilyquist can be reached at
681-2444. Students wishing to
volunteer at the café will receive
community service hours - as
well as the satisfaction of doing
a good deed.

+ Live Camper Cams ™
+ Bedtime Campfire Tasty Treats
+Certified Camp Counselors’

12218 Baim Riverview Rd
Riverview. FL 333579

Ready To Romp...
Now Open!
+ All Day Play, Snooze The Night Away' > oP /

+ Large Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
+ Spacious Cabins with Comfy Cots

ap 20

Camp Bow Wow* Tampa South Store

(5)3) 672- CAMP (2267)
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- ScCience rFair
Celebratlon

By HEATHER SCALLAN ‘

Cimino Elementary School teachers Heather Scallan and Steph-
anie Hannett encouraged students to complete their Science Fair
projects by hosting a pancake breakfast for students and their. fam-
ilies. Their husbands prepared the feast for visitors while families
admired the Science Fair boards created by students to learn the sci-
entific method. -

“The projects this year have far excccded my expectatlons ” said
Hannett.

Four students will go on to represent their classrooms at the school
level: Beth Farrell, Noah Manera, Matthew Young, and Mariam
Higgenbotham.

While the men cooked,
families enjoyed the feast.
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DANCE
CENTER
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Call for an appointment
to register your dancer.

s Moyiany & M

Brandon Ballet * Youna Cininriy
161 E. Bloomjngdale Avenue i EII1|:|/:?1I;'L1{' I
Brandon, FL - * PrE-Proerssiona
www.brandonballet.org * PROFESSIONAI
E-mail: dance@brandonballet.org
(813) 684-4282

Alice Holden Bock, Director

¢ Limited Class Size
Offering the highest caliber of
professional dance educators
to help your dancer -
"~ achieve their best.

* Structured Curriculum
¢ Graded Svstem o Protessional Sraff

* Combination Classes

¢ Saturday Classes
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* Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P
Mark Kanarek, M.D., EA.A.P.
Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P
Rosalinda P.Tiongco, A.R.N.P
Joyce |. Young, A.R.N.P,
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NADAL PEDIATRICS

621 Victoria St.
Brandon, Florida 33510
(813) 655-0292
8am-8pm Mon-Thurs

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS

Brandon, Florida 33511
(813) 681-7101
8am-5pm Mon-Fri

8am-5pm Fri

www.nadalpediatrics.com

376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
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By CRD PETE MAURER

As of this month it has now
been 11 years since the Sheriff’s
Bloomingdale Community
Station opened on Bell Shoals
Road. That was 1998. To really
relate to how long this has been,
try to remember how much gas-
oline cost in 1998 or how much
homes sold for"And yes, homes
were being built and selling
back then.

Very special thanks goes to
the residents of Bloomingdale
and surrounding communities
for the outstanding-cooperation

. and support they have given

those of us in the Sheriff’s
Office and here at the Sheriff’s
Bloomingdale Community Sta-
tion.

Together we have continued
to make our community'a safer

and more secure place to live -

and raise our families.
Hillsborough County’s
Sheriff, David Gee, his staff and

the many teams that make up
the Sheriff’s Office continue to
provide dedicated service even
as we all face tough financial
times. Hdving the communi-
ty’s increased support thro‘ugh
programs such as the Volun-
teer Citizen Patrol Program
have helped those of us in law
enforcement improve our ability
to provide you with the secure
home and work environment
you want and deserve. This
program has already improved
communication and coordina-
tion in solving crimes.

As always, we need your
cooperation and support in
improving the quality of life in
our community. Please help us

help you.

KNOW THE LEGISLATIVE

1SSUES THAT AFFECT YOU

As our nation, our state, our
county and our residents face
tight budgets and uncertain

L AW

beputy Pete Maurer

times, there will be very impor-
tant decisions made next month
as our political leaders meet for
their March session.

State representative Rich
Glorioso met last month with
members  of the Sheriff’s
Bloomingdale Area Commu-

¢ Avandia

* Trasylol :
* MRI/MRA Gadoliniun

Please con

_ Has your life been impacted by a

DRUG RECALL

or

DEFECTIVE MEDICAL ﬁEVICE?
: * Digitek Heart Pills i
* Fosamax A
g for the legal rights of consumers since 1982,

winning substaﬁﬁa]“sememen’cs for victims of bad medicine, 1*}
bad' products, corporate greed and-negligent individuals.

act us with questions about your case. R

-

THE uumzmums LAW FIRM, P. A. ot

mnal Assaciation

ENFORCEMENT

More Than A Decade Of Service .

nity Council (BACC) to dis-
cuss special issues that will be
addressed during this session.

These issues rang from the
state’s budget shortages to seat
belt laws, car seat laws, red light
cameras, transportations issues,
sexual predator and offender
issues and more.

Call Representative Glorio-
so’s office in Plant City at (813)
757-9110 for detailed infor-

. mation. Give him and his staff
. your support on the key issues
important to you.

‘ GANG MEMBERS INVOLVED
IN LOCAL ATTACK

We hear about gangs in the
news and read about them in
the paper. Many folks don’t
want to believe or admit that
there are gangs in our area, but
yes, there are.

In fact last month just south
of Bloomingdale. in FishHawk
there was a gang related attack
on some teen residents. The
gang members involved are-in
custody.

The Sheriff’s Office is dedi-
cated to protecting and serving
your community. One way the
sheriff has directly attacked the
gang situation is through a very
active special gang unit dedi-
cated to locating, observing, and
arresting gang members:

One very valuable tool that
is used to help the sheriff and

his gang unit improve their

work against gangs is through
educating parents and others to
help identify gang members and
potential gang members. Par-
ents are one of the best sources.
Through training and education
they can watch for the signs and
changes that indicate their kids
are involved with gangs and
hopefully stop them before they
get too involved.

Residents can contact the
Sheriff’s Hot Line at (877)
426-4688 to report gang activity
in our area. All calls are anony-
mous. Also they can check the
Sheriff’s website, hcso. tampa
fl.us, for information on the
Sheriff’s “Gangs Out” Program.
Additional information will
soon be available at the Sheriff’s
Bloomingdale Community Sta-
tion. Call 635-8040 to check
on the availability of this info.

Additionally, anyone observing ,

possible drug activity can call
986-7468.

Another effective way to
find out about activity in your
nelghborhoods is to visit the
Sheriff’s Bloomingdale Area
Community Council (BACC).
The BACC meets in the com-
munity station the third Thurs-
day of each month at 7 p.m.

The old phrase, “there is
safety in numbers,” is even. truer
when it comes to protecting our
families, our homes, our prop-
erty, our schools and churches
and our businesses.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
THE BLOOMINGDALE

GAZETTE

KEEP YOUR RETIREMENT ON SOLID GROUND
EVEN IF THINGS AT WORK ARE UP IN THE AIR.

Dan Sammons, CLU®
Financial Advisor
3616 Erindale Drive
Valrico, FL 33596
Office 813-681-1462

To make sense of your retirement savings alternatives,
- : call today.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

dan.sammons@edwardjones.com

0002648560-01

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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ByJOY BOISSELLE
As Valentine’s Day quickly

_Bloomingdale Florist Readies Roses For Valentine’s Day

roses. Red is the most popular
color, then pink and yellow,”she

3|
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r:gtl(: approaches, let the mom and explained. She added that most
ond daughter duo of Marilyn and flower purchases on Valentine’s
Pay- Karen  Schiotanes, co-owners Day are by men. Statistics put
s of Bloomingdalp Florist, help  the percentage at a whopping
ton you say, “I love you” with flow=- 73 percent.
g ers. In business for 10 years, the Valentine’s Day is the busi-
kids Schotanes have been named est day for florists, followed
b the Tampa Tribune’s Best of closely by Mother’s Day. In a
hey Brandon Florist for the past three-day period, florists will
' i nine years. She’s not one to deliver approximately 110 mil-
the | brag about ‘the achievement, [ion roses to loved ones across
177) but if you ask Karén, she has a  the nation. Thus, Karen has
vity pretty good idea on why they advice.
ny- have earned it. “Order early, at least a week
the “We are known for good ahead,” she said. “Valentine’s
1pa. quality flowers and we carry Day is on Saturday this year,
the a large variety of flowers,” she and we want everyone to have
am. said. “We also deliver good their flowers before 6 p-m.”
will customer service, and when a Arrangements range from a
i‘ff s customer is dissatisfied; we try single rose at $15 for walk-in
ta- to rectify the problem. We want  customers to '$35 and up - for
eck all our customers happy.” arrangements to be delivered.
nfo. Though the shop carries Bloomingdale Florist is ] J NS - =
B ore than 25 varicties of roses,  located at Bloomingdale Square  Marilyn Schotanes, co-owner of Bloomingdale Florist, displays some of the more than 25 rose varieties
L ed rose is the star of Valen-  Shopping Center. For informa-  she keeps in stock at her store, Bloomingdale Florist, voted first place florist in the Tampa Tribune Best of
i 1icE) Day aCC‘?rdfng to Karen.  tion or to place your order, call  Brandon Readers Poll competition, is located in the Bloomingdale Square Shopping Center.
For Valentine’s Day, 80 per-  (813) 654-7304 or (800) 940-
f}‘ll; cent of our arrangements are 7304,
rea
2 =P | v
5 ' =
oge- == | O Al 19C¢
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her . :
yur
P
res -
w Lucky Bowl & Platter by
f u SusanWard Deslgns *
1 home is
= where
Neal A. Stubbs the
D.D.S., P.A. heart is
| Mayuri V. Patel, D.M.D
§ I 929 Oakfield Dr. * Brandon * 685-3511 ; ;
§ . ' Standard Active Treatment $3,723 to $4,567 bridal registry available e
Records Fee $278 « Retainers $305 to $440 ° ’
i ‘ #08450 #08550 #08750 20 _ ' ) TR
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CRITTER CORNER

Hi, n{y name is
Brittany and I live in
Bloomingdale East. I
just turned 17 years old
on Christmas Day. My
people talk about how
old this is for a dog but
since I am their "angel",
I guess my age really
doesn't count. Anyway,
I don't hear them talk
about my age anymore;
they just move  their
lips.

Sometimes my parents ga on vacation and leave me at home, I
have two sets of sitters, Mrs. Jolie and Mr. Jim and Mrs: Vi and M.
Dennis. While 1 like my sitters and they give me special treats, I
would prefer that my parents stay home. £

A long time ago I had a cat named Tiggers. Every Saturday we
would ride to the store with my dad to buy mom a lottery ticket and
he would get us a jerky treat. I really don't know what happened to
Tiggers but I think she got in a stranger's car thinking they were
going to the store and never came back.

I do have a friend that lives across the street named Jazz. He is a
black Cocker Spaniel. He is OK but he always wants to lick my ears.
I don't know why 'cuz his are just as long as mine so he could lick
his own. .

Well, that's enough about me. Tell your people to send in your
picture and tell us a little about you. They can e-mail it to inbloom-

.ingdalenews@tampabay.rr.com.

“A Buush Of Quality”
Bloomingdale Resident INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Tod Howard PRESSURE WASHING
@ RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

ST 654-5646

Insured

EXPERIENCED
and RELIABLE

Andres Tobon, D.O.
' Board Certified

Specializing in:
* Acne treatment
* Botox
- * Chemieal peels
* Restylane -
» Laser wrinikle reduction -
* Customized skin care program
E o *» Microdermabrasion
Now Accerring New Panents, * Mole removal
Most insurance plans accepted. « Photofacial treatmient
LASER A!_?vl’: gg?;?‘vgum ﬂN » Skin cancer diagnosi; & surgery _
405 W. Bloomingdale Ave. (813) 662-3376
www.brandondermatology.com
i MICRODERMABRASIONS ! BOTOX i
: Packageof6for E$l ' Forehead frown lines !
5300 iz, | s |
Lo MENINE___fomos 4 _PERUNIT _ cw2zsos

- Scouting For Food
In Bloomingdale

By EILEEN HACKBARDT
“Scouting for Food” is
scouting’s community steward-
ship project aimed at address-
ing the problem of hunger in
the community in which we

live and work. 7
Cub Scout Pack 61 will be
participating in collecting non-
perishable food the week of
Feb. 15 - 21, 2009. Bags will be
left at houses in the Blooming-
dale area. A return date will be

listed on the bag. All donations

will be given to ECHO, a local
organization that supplies food
to the hungry. There has béen
a huge spike in the number of
people seeking ‘assistance at
ECHO this year, so your help

in filling these bags is needed

more than ever.

Mmbers of Cub Scout Pack 61.d
2008 Scouting for Food drive.
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p off food at ECHO during the

COLD _

From page 6

- They sell wholesale a variety
oflandscape shrubs, ornamentals,
citrus, roses and palms grown on
200 acres in Lithia. They are not
open to the public.

“We have green houses for a
lot of our tropicals,” he said. “We
close up all the houses. Also
with some of our less cold-hardy
material in our fields, we run the
water during the coldest part of
the night to raise the tempera-
ture around the plant so no frost
settles on the foliage.”

With an irrigation system,
they are able to keep the water on

at a low level. But not all plants
like water during cold weather.

“We don't water the orna-
mental grasses because it could
cause damage during a frost,” he
said. : '

Inaddition to landscape
grasses, azaleas and holly bushes
and: trees are popular during the
winter. , :

+ For backyard gardeners, a

garage can make a good replace-

ment for a commercial grower's .

greenhouse.

Horticulturalists  such  as
Anne Pigeon with Colorfield
Farms, Inc, in Wimauma, advises
gardeners to put a blanket over
plants during a cold spell or
bring the plants into a protected
area such as a garage.

“Unfortunately, our problem
in the Tampa Bay area is we get
one or two cold nights a year,”
she said. “The plants we all plant
in our yard are subtropical and:
tropical. Typically they don't like
to go below 32 degrees. If we get

a cold snap you get some damage -

on them,”

She said gardeners should °

thoroughly water their plants
before, not during, a weather
event such as cold snap.

“It does not help to sprin-
kle water on them during the
cold,” she said. “You cause miore
damage.”

Some plants that recover, but
may suffer during-a cold spell
include pentas, red saliva and

papaya, which can be cut back
and will come back from base.

In addition to butterfly
plants, garden supplies, orchids,

bromeliads and culinary herbs,

Colorfield Farms, Inc. is known
for their honeybell oranges or

“Minneolas Tangelo” which are’

picked in January and February.

“They are very sweet and
juicy,” she said. “They are a cross
between grapefruit and tanger-
ines. It tastes like heaven. There
is nothing else like it.”

Robert Conkey of Wimauma,
who owns Colorfield Farms, said
_people typically buy the hon-
eybells by the dozen or by the
bushel. _

For people with small yards,
he suggested container garden-
ing. Containers are ideal for the
winter months when some plants
need shelter on cold nights.

- “We have planters with flow-
ers and herbs and even big ones
that have trees in them,” Conkey
said. “You can have a theme

)

basket. Container gardening i@

the way to go.”

JUNGLE

From page 8 /
give a 15 percent discount to
teachers buying supplies for the
class pet as well as board the
small animal while the teachers
are on break.

Mark Spengler of FishHawk

first met Allen at the Fear Factor
event at the school and has since
been buying crickets for his most
beloved pets, his toads.

“When 1 first noticed where
she was located, I was very excited
I would be able to buy crickets
from her” Spengler said. “We
brought toads with us when we

moved from QOhio five months
ago-and they are our favorite pets.
She also has such a great selection
of animals: that I love going in
there, She goes above and beyond
for her customers.”

For information, call (813)
643-9686 or e-mail Allen at bun-
gleinthejungle@verizon.net.




cut back
m base. |l
butterfly
, orchids,
ry herbs,

is.known

anges or
thich are
ebruary.
eet and
'€ a Cross
tangcr—

n. There

imauma,
'ms, said
¢ hon-

- by the

Il yards,
garden-
for the
e plants
ts.
h flow-
ig ones
Conkey
theme

ning is> ),

nonths
te pets.
lection
ing in
»eyond

(813)

tbun-
{1

If the only thing you normally make for Val-

entine’s Day is reservations, then this is the year
“o try something new. Times being what they are, |8

flowers and dinner out might strain the budget, but
a memorable dinner at home dgesn't have to. Col-
umnist Harriet van Horne once said, “Cooking is
like love — it should be entered into with abandon
or not at all.” It’s true. This year make a restau-
rant quality meal that’s as visually appealing as it is
healthy. Cooking for your family on special occa-

- Dinner @ 6

6 ingredients, 6 servings or 6 hours in the crock pot

These recipes will help your family have dinner @ 6!

sions is not only an act of love, but it’s the stuff { =

memories are made of as well. So, this year — make
a memory. Make dinner.
The entrée is salmon with maplexsoy glaze,

which can be prepared in less than 20 minutes, |
start to finish. I like to serve this with wilted garlic | =
spinach, which is also a really quick and healthy [

side dish.

Visit Dinner @ 6 online for a beautiful, deli- |

cious, low-fat dessert everyone will love, as well [+

as an alternative entrée featuring red meat, a great
salad and easy oven roasted potatoes.

Simple. Satisfying. Savory ~ and served with
love. That’s this month’s dinner @ 6! Until next
month...

Leslie White can be reached by e-mailing: lwhite_
bloamzngdalegazette@yabao com. For more recgpe: visit

Dinner @ 6 online at wwuw.dinnerat6-lesliewhite.

blogspot.com. Readers are invited to share their quick
nd easy meal solutions, comments and ideas.

Salmon with Maple-Soy Glaze
1 full salmon fillet
4 T. pure maple syrup
2 t. soy sauce
14 t. lime juice
Y4 t. liquid smoke

Preheat oven to 450 degrees. Place
fillet in 9-by-13 baking dish, coated
with non-stick cooking spray. Mix maple
syrup, soy sauce, lime juice and liquid
smoke. Brush onto the top of salmon
fillet evenly. Sprinkle fillet with a little sea
salt and cracked pepper. Bake 12 minutes
or until fish flakes easily with fork.

Wilted Garlic Spinach

2 cloves garlic, sliced
1 bag spinach, pre-washed
Olive oil

In  medium  non-
stick skillet heat oil over
medium high heat. While
it’s heating, slice garlic
cloves. Drizzle olive oil
into skillet, about 1 table-
spoon. Cook garlic, stirring

occasionally, until nearly

crisp. Remove garlic from
pan at this point and put
the entire bag of spinach
into seasoned oil and lower
heat to medium. Continue
stirring spinach until all
leaves are wilted, which
shouldn’t take long — less

than 5 minutes.

Serve alongside salmon

fillet.

BEST

OF BRANDON

The Brandon News & Tribune Readers’ Poll ‘08

SCREEN ROOMS

GUTTERS
HOME REPAIR
KITCHENS
BATHS

®
®
®
L
WK
&
®
L

Roofing & Canstruction Services, Inc.

REMODELING
ROOM ADDITIONS

LANAI SCREENING

Did you know we also offer

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES?...

RE-ROOFS

NEW RCOFS

ROOF REPAIRS
LEAK DETECTION

e ROOF INSPECTIONS
» STORM REPAIRS

813 661-4600

MASters wwwSHINGLE-MASTERS.com

LIC. #CGC-1513621, #CCC-1328724
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~ $2,000 Scholarship
Available For
Bloomingdale Seniors

ByJOY BOISSELLE
Are you a Bloomingdale
High School senior living in
the Bloomingdale

commu-

_nity AND are you looking for

money to help cover college
costs? Then look no further
than your own back yard. Apply
for the Bloomingdale Home-
owner Association’s annual B.J.
Stelter Bloomingdale. Commu-
nity Scholarship. A BHA initia~
tive begun in 2006, the $2,000
scholarship, honoring former
Bloomingdale High Principal
B.J. Stelter, will be awarded ‘in
May, just in time to defray some
of educational costs.

. “The objective of the schol-
arship is to encourage Bloom-
ingdale High School students;
“who are residents of the Bloom-
ingdale community, to pursue a
college career and to’ reward
their exemplary academic and
community service efforts,”
said Shelia Harris, BHA board
member and scholarship com-
mittee chair. -

Applications are available

The deadline to
apply is April 2. The
winner will be noti-

fied by mail May 1
with formal presen-
tations made May
5 at the May BHA

board meeting as
well as at Blooming-
dale High School’s
end-of-year awards
assembly.
at the Bloomingdale High

School Guidance Resource
Office as well as online at the
BHA Web site, bloomingda-
lehomeowners.com.  Eligibil-
ity criteria are: a graduating
senior with a weighted grade
point average of 3.0 or better;
plan to attend either a two- or
four-year accredited college or

JOY BOISSELLE/Gazette Photo

Last year's scholarship winner, Whitney Cull received the Bloomingdale Homeowners Association B.).
Stelter Bloomingdale Community Scholarship from past association president, Joe Hickle. Pictured left is
B.). Stelter, former Bloomingdale High principal.

university; parent or guardian is
a resident of Bloomingdale, as
defined by the BHA (proof of
residency required); and BHA
dues are current. Family mem-
bers, including 'grandchildren,
of the BHA Board of Directors
are not eligible to apply.

The deadline to apply is April
2. The winner will be notified by
mail May 1 with formal presen-
tations made May 5 at the May
BHA board meeting as well as
at Bloomingdale High School’s
end-of-year awards assembly.

For information, e-mail the

Bloomingdale =~ Homeowners
Association, Inc. Blooming-
dale.Homeowners@verizon.
net or call (813) 681-2051.
Mail completed applications
to Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association, Inc., Post Office
Box 7221, Brandon, FL. 33508. -

Lawn & Landscaping

Serving Bloomingdale for over 8 years

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Spﬁcms iN FurL DETAIL ;

* Mowing

» Bdging :

* Line Trimming
* Hedge Trimming

3 g Blowing

-

* Landscape Design & B
:iit:lsfatian 5

. cape Lighting

* Tree/Palm Trimming

* Sod Installation

- "‘Fﬂlﬁﬁaﬁm E

FmaAly Welle el - S-wi o

Quality Workmanship
All Phases - All Applications
Interior * Exterior ¢ Pressure Cleaning

WE MEET OR BEAT OUR
COMPETITORS PRICES

813.661.9006

License #PA 2653 » Bonded & Insured
16 Years In Bloomingdale

\ Estimates

o

I | S 4 %‘

. @]f bloery
%‘z&%ﬂé’z /
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Come join us in worship . hope b
Sunday
8:00, 9:30, 11:30, 5:30 PM.

Saturday Vigils
4:00 & 6:00 P.M.

Daily Mass
8:00 A.M. Mon-Sat, 7:00 P.M. Wed

Reconciliation
3-3:45 P.M. Sat. & 89 PM. Wed.

February 10 & 12 at 7pm

Join us for Confirmation

D002653021-01

Masses With Bishop Lynch
Presiding

5049 Bell Shoals Rd, Valrico
www.ststephencatholic.org

689-4900

TELL ME WHY YOU CHOSE SA COOK’S
HOME SERVICE CENTER

‘John & Sharon Martini of Apollo Beach
_ After 8 years, their roof had a leak and they called Sam Cook

&. and someone came out the next day & fixed the roof out of

warranty. Sharon would use Sam Cook again.

= 1 Call Does It All!

"~ 1601 UsS, Hiwy 41 South, Ruskin, FL 33570 » RO. Bax 5125, Sun Cily Center, FL33571_
941-722-4736 * 813-634-1364 « 813-633-1515 2
Fax: 813-645-7933 :

www.samcook.com

CBC 011319 « CBC 1255200 « GCC 057390 « CAC 1320150 « BK 680890
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By JOY BOISSELLE

“Talk around Town”
is a section of your
hometown newspaper
that seeks to reach
out to the community.
Every month, residents
and those who work in
our community will be
asked a question, some-

times light-hearted,

sometimes serious, and

asked to respond. Do -
- Johrdanne Collins
you have a question “Brentwood Hills
you would like to have (above)

My perfect day would be a
day and night at the beach with
a significant other complete with
a bottle of wine, candles, lots of
roses and rose petals.”

asked? Email your sug-
gestions to InBloom-
ingdaleNews@

tampabay.rr.com.

This month’s question: Ilike Sall.s
9 : Starbucks Asst. Manager
(right) '
“What is your idea “The perfectv Valentine’s Day
for singles would be a romantic
thbep erfect dinner%or two. If you have family
Valentines Day 2 ~ and kids, spend a nice quiet eve-

ning together with them.”

o

Adam Mazur
Panera Bread Manager
(above)

“My idea of the perfect Val-
entine’s Day would be to spend
time with my wife at home and
have a special dinner.”

Now Open Fridays!

We have plenty of a to make your smile bright.

Whitening e Crowns & Bridges

Dental Implants  Oral Sedation Available ,
Most Procedures Completed In Oﬁlce _ 350 oFF

Insurance Filed For You Botox© or
Extended Payment Plans Available Juvéderm™
Care Credit Provider Treatments
Now Accepting New Patients . :
Wade... &
DD, —
Practicing Fine Cosmetic ' “2 9233
& Restorative Dentisiry to schedule your appointment
1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE © BRANDON
www.drbrantwade.com 0002643291-01
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* Equipment Installation,
Service & Repair

+ Maintenance Plans “
Starting/At $65 a Month§

Trained, Professional
Service Techs

Contact Kim, §

Stacey or the crew. |

We are here to
serve YOU!

.z 08,

The Perfect People For A Perfect Pool "0

Boyette/FishHawk » 13448 Boyette Rd. * 813-657-1054

Located at the corner of Boyette Rd. and Bell Shoals Rd.
For the store nearest you, call 1-800-234-1816 or visit www.pinchapenny.com -
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EXPERIENCE, HONESTY & RESUITS!

RAY
CHADDERT®ON

813-601-0597
www.ChaddertonGroup.com

4BD/3BA + DEN CUSTOM EXECUTIVE SCH.
POOL/SPA HOME ON 49 ACRE LOT IN QUIET
ONE STREET SUBD. $305,000

4BD/3BA FOOL HOME, ON GOLF COURSE LOT
WITH 3-CAR GARAGE, 249000

NICELY KEPT BZBD/2BA HOME IN DESIRABLE
PROVIDENCE LAKES WITH FENCED BACKYARD AND
PATIO, $163,000

- i = o .y =X W
Ly, -:.'“ .ﬁ‘"’" oy “% T = :
F s N O s

(o

GATED POOL BEAUTY RIGHT OUT OF “SOUTHERN LIVING

MAGAZINE" OFFERING 4BD/4,58A + DEN, + BONUS L OFT, 5-CAR
GARAGE & TRANQUIL VIEWS OF THE ALAFIA RIVER! $1 100,000

BEAUTIFUL 4BD/3BA LAKEFRONT MINI-ESTATE
WITH FENCED PASTURE LAND OR BUILDABLE
PARCEL. TOTAL 4.8 ACRES. $499,900

SBO/35BA SPARKLING SCREENED POOL HOME
ON 1/3 ACRE FENCED GUL-DE-SAC LOT WITH
2,872 5Q, FT. $309,900

L sy

nE

JBD/2BA. AWESOME  UPGRADED HOME IN
EXCLUSIVE RIVER HILLS GOLF & COUNTRY cLug
WITH NO REAH NEIGHBORS! $210.900

N g

v i Pa 5 L -
Ray is the proud sponsor of the first.
Bloomingdale Gazette
“Jelly Bean Contest!”
[ Please stop by The Car Wash on The

Greens and Peterbrooke Chocolatier
in Bloomingdale to enter & win!

STUNNING EXECUTIVE 5BD/SBA + DEN, + BONUSROOM
POOL HOME ON OVER 1/8 ACRE IN PRESTIGIOUS
GATED COMMUNITY WITH 3-CAR GARAGE, »H69,000

e —
-

e . R ey N
EXQUISITE 3BD/2BA + 2 HALF BATH + BONUS

ROOM & SITTING ROOM BRICK POOL HOME
LOADED WITH UPGRADES, $429,000

AWESOME 4BD/3BA GOLF COURSE FRONTAGE
POOL/SPA HOME WITH 3-CAR GRAGE IN AN IDEAL
LOCATION FOR EASY INTERSATE ACCESS S205,000

—

sy
FABULOUS  3BD/2BA  FRESHLY PAINTED AND
METICULOUSLY MAINTAINED. BEAUTY WITH ELEGANT
UPGHRADED KITCHEN AND BATHS. §199,900
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