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London
calling

A bloomin’ good time had by Bulls marching

| band during their London visit.
Sl See story, page 4. -
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Members of the
Bloomingdale Senior
High School march-
[ing band hang out
with Garfield before
the parade.

LYNNE LITTLE

Kaitlyn Little hands out with one of the Royal Guard.

| QUOTE OF THE MONTH
“The greatest loss in life is not death, but a life without purpose!”
’ Unknown ' ’




FEBRUARY 5, 20T « THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE N

B e oy

e T

Rhino finds a
Bloomingdale home

A staff report

A kitten found-in a rhi-
noceros pen almost two
months ago was released
from Care Animal Hospital
on Dec. 23, but not before
avoiding another close
call.

Maura Middleton, an el-
ephant and rhinoceros
trainer of the zoo, was
helping in the rhinoceros

-exhibit and noticed a kit-

ten in the straw. After its
retrieval, the kitten was
named “Rhino” and taken
to the zoo vet and on to
Florida Veterinary Special-
ists. For ongoing care, the
Middleton family chose to
take Rhino to Care Animal
Hospital, since their other
pets are cared for there.
Cheri Kane of Care Ani-
mal Hospital said that Rhi-
no was in horrible shape.

“It might have been the
sickest kitten I've ever
seen. He had pneumonia,
an upper respiratory in-
fection and was severely
malnourished.”

As Rhino was belng I .
Maura felt a BT

cared for,
bond with the kitten and
adopted it. “I wanted to
give him the best shot
possible”

On Dec. 23, Rhino's
health took a turn for the
worse when it had trouble
breathing. Maura Middle-
ton immediately per-
formed CPR on her newly
adopted  kitten, and
brought it again to Care
Animal Hospital. Dr. Kane
made sure everything was
clear with its lungs but
said, “The kitten is down
to seven lives now.”

Since then, Rhino has
more than doubled his
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Rhino has more than doubled in size since his adoption. -

weight. Rhino loves his
new home and enjoys his
new friends, Willow the
cat and Cooper, a pit-mix
dog. The Middleton fami-
ly is very happy to have
this new furry member as
part of their family.

Care Animal Hospital
was founded by award-
winning veterinarian Dr.
Richard Kane and is Hills-
borough County’s largest,
full-service, mixed animal,
veterinary facility. Treat-
ment extends from small
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to large animals as well as
exotics and equine pa-
tients. Visit www.careani-
malhospital.org, or call
(813) 684-7387. Care Ani-
mal Hospital is located at
511 E. Bloomingdale Ave.

The Lowry Park Zoo is
a natural outdoor exhibit
for mote than 1,700 ani-
mals. Open 930 am.-5
p.m. daily it is located at
1101 W. Sligh Ave. Tampa.
Visit www.lowryparkzoo-
.com or call (813) 935-
8552.

February Pet Corner
Sponsored by the Chadderton Group, Keller Vyilliam; Realty
Is your pet a star? E-mail a picture to chadderton-
group@kw.com, along with their name and some
information. If chosen, your pet will be featured in

the Bloomingdale Gazette and will win a $20 gift card
to PetSmart!

ot

Meet Moose! He is a 9 week-old German Shep-
herd pup, full of curjosity, energy and most of all
love! This little guy ' was bom to please. The Sigmon
Family looks forward to many years of fun and
adventure with him,
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Benjamin-Carter

By SUSAN GREEN

The new year saw local Blooming-
dale gyms off to a bustling start with
people full of plans to get healthy or
stay fit. We asked patrons of the
Campo Family YMCA to describe
their fitness goals and offer their tips
for staying on track.

Charnell Benjamin-Carter

Rrandon
- I “To lose 100 pounds.”

Ny

Rogers

Advice: “i try to add more variety in my
workouts so | don’t get bored.”

Lowell Rogers

Colorado, visiting a relative in Valyico

Goal: “To get in shape so0 | can work this
summer. | spray trees and plants [with
herbicide]. ... You have to be in good shabe
to carry a 30-pound: spray pack on your
back.” :

Advice: “Just get in a routine and be

DALE BUZZ

Letizio

determined."

Joy Letizio

Valrico _

Goal: “For this year, lose 20 pounds. No
maore yo-yo diets."_ v
Advice: “| do full blast for 15 minutes at
different stations, first the bike. | wrap it up
with 15 minutes of swimming, full blast. ...
My partner is the Lord, and I'm doing this as

a covenant, not as a silly New Year's
resolttion." !

BHA scholarship
applications available

- Annual award

~ will benefit a

Bloomingdale
student

Parents/students, do
you need help with college
funds? How does a schol-
arship -sound? If-so, con-

tinue reading.

Established in 2006, the

BHA scholarship is award-
ed annually to one high
school senior living in
Bloomingdale,

Beginning in February,

the Scholarship Guidelines
and Application Form and
are available on the com-
munity website by going to
www.BloomingdaleGazet-
te.com. Look for the but-
ton that reads, “Blooming-
dale Community Scholar-
ship Application” in the

upper left part of page.
From there, just print out
the documents and get to
work!

The deadline for the
Bloomingdale Home-
owners-Association to re-
ceive the completed appli-
cation is April 1, 2011 so
make sure you don't let
that date go by. In May,
the winner will' be invited
to attend the Blooming-
dale Homeowners Associ-
ation Board meeting and
his/her name will be an-
nounced and the award
given.

The Bloomingdale
Homeowner’s Association
looks forward to helping
another Bloomingdale stu-
dent start their college fu-
ture by awarding them this
year's scholarship.” We
hope it's you!

Thank You! To all of our Loyal Customers
and Readers of The Brandon News & Tribune
Jor our 3rd Straight Selection as

re a CERTIFIED ROOFING &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

FACTORY CERTIFIED

WEATHER STOPPER ROOFING CONTRACTOR

CGC# 1513621

Specializing In:
Roof Replacement e Roof Repairs
Home Repairs & Construction
Call Today for A Free Quote
www.Shingle-Masters.com

+

CCC# 1328724
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| Festival.

Bloomin’ good time for

high school music students

BY SUSAN GREEN

It was anything but
frosty relations last month
when the Red Hoodies of
Bloomingdale High School
marched on the Red Coats
across the sea and re-
ceived a bloomin’ warm
reception. '

Students, teachers and
chaperones who traveled

to London to participatein

that city’'s New Year's Day
parade said British citizens
greeted them and called
out their school name
whenever they wore their
red Bloomingdale Music
hooded

around town.

“The parade was a
blast,” said Emily Dees, 17,
a senior who sings in the
chorus and plays clarinet
in the band.

“They were talking
about our band as we
walked by.”

Bev Sutherland, Bloom-
ingdale choral director,
said spectators held up
signs that read, “We love
Americans.”

“The citizens of London
could not have been
friendlier,” said Lynne Lit-
tle of Bloomingdale East, &
chaperone who walked
with the band in the pa-
rade. “I have never en-
countered such  nice
folks." .

About 260 students and

| 60 chaperones went on the

New Year's trip, along with
the two music teachers
and the band’s color guard
coaches, Coleen Petree
and Billy Sullivan. The trip
was organized by the Lon-
don International Choral

jon Sever, Blooming-
dale’s band director, said
the school was recom-
mended for the honor by a

_| . committee - of -university

music departments and
encouraged to submit an

sweatshirts "

‘25 American high school

Members of the Bloum_igiqﬂa High School marching band during a recent trip to London to participate in a New

Year's Day parade.

application and video.
Bloomingdale was among
music departments

presented i the parade.

British schools do not
have a tradition of march-
ing bands, so parade orga-
nizers recruit fromthe U.S.,
Sever said. The band direc-
tor built this school year’s
musical program around a
“British Invasion” theme,
with music by The Beatles,
Queen and Coldplay. For
the parade, students
marched to Coldplay’s “Vi-
valaVida.” ¢

Band, chorus and or-
chestra students annually
travel together on spring
trips, Sutherland said.
However, the London trip,
which included concert
performances at presti-
gious venues, was the first
excursion abroad for the
entire music department,
said Sever and Bev Suther-
land, the school’s choral di-
rector.

Sutherland, ,has, ,taken
smaller choirs to Londonin-
past years, and the orches-
tra went to Beijing, China,

Ie-

to perform in the 2008
Summer Olympics,
teachersrecalled. -

This year's
spent a full week in Lon-
don, taking in the sights of
the city. Mallory Dotson,
16, a Bloomingdale junior
in the chorus, said she en-
the hotel to see historic
landmarks down the street.

Another chorus mem-
ber, Holly Price, 16, said she
enjoyed touring Oxford
University. Rachel Lassiter,
a 15-year-old sophomore,
recalled the thrill of hold-
ing the parade’s large Gar-
field balloon.

All of the students said
they were happy to bring
home a British milk choco-
late confection called
Flake.

“When you bite into it, it
flakes, literally,” Price said.

Sever listed his favorite
memory: “For me, it was
the parade. All of the tour-
isty stuff, as good as it is —

_everyonewho can afford to
gotherewill see that.

“Not. everyone can
march down a street in a

the A

joyed just stepping out of |

———es

travelers §o

Members of the high school band marching through the

PHOTOS PROVIDED

streets of London. Band members said Londoners made

them feel very welcome.

parade thatends at Big Ben

[clock tower]. Not every-.

one can hear the bells
chime at Westminster Ab-
beyonNewYear’sDay."

Students spent months
selling  program - ads,
cheesecake and ham to
raise money for the trip,
which cost almost $3,000
per person. Little and her
husband, Scott, made the
journey with their triplets,
Kaitlyn, Megan and Sean,
all 15-year-old sophomore
band students.

“It was a lot of money,
but it was worth it,” Lynne
Little said, Kaitlyn plays the
clarinet; Megan, flute; and
Sean, alto saxophone.

She and Sutherland
credited the Bloomingdale
High faculty and staff w™
making the trip possil l )
Lassiter said the London
excursion built camarade-
rie.
“1t was like a family ex-
perience,” she said. “It
brought the whole music
departmenttogether.”




Take a free online
heart health
assessment and
receive a
complimentary
healthy heart kit.

102 ‘AdVNYE3H ¢ 3113ZVD TTVAONINOOTE FHL Lhn

St. Josephs Hospitals and South
Florida Baptist Hospital offer you
mote heart care experience than
anyone ¢lse in Tampa. Our network
of “physicians are committed to
treating the whole heart patient.
With comprehensive heatt services
including education, prevention and
screemngs, diagnostics, surgery and
rehabilitation, we can help you know

your heart. And keep it healthy.

(813)644-4314

KnowYourHeart.org

il St. Joseph’s Hospitals
i” South Florida Baptist Hospital

i BayCare Health System
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BY SUSAN GREEN

When women want to
be pampered, they go to a
salon for a facial, hair styl-
ing, manicure and maybe
a fancy drink or two.

Matt McArty knows that
because his wife, Hannah,
has operated Aquali Salon
and Spa at 3652 Erindale
Drive for more than two
years. ,

“There’s nothing really
like that for guys,” McArty
said.

So when he decided to
open a new business,
McArty thought about
how men would want to
be pampered. His recipe
for relaxation includes
beer on tap, a projection
screen filled with sports, a
wall full of cigars and, of
course, plush recliners, all
available while men wait
for a hair cut: or take time
to unwind afterward.

McArty and his partner,

Clarence Motlow, opened

The Men’s Cave at 3432
Lithia-Pinecrest Road, be-
hind Chili’s Restaurant, in
early January.

“People tend to think of
a men’s cave as a place to
hang out - beer and bud-
dies,” McArty said. .

McArty, originally from
Springfield, I11., has lived in
Valrico since 2003. A long-
time connoisseur of cigars,
he has stocked the shelves
of The Men’s Cave with
locally rolled stogies start-
ing at $4, as well as high-
end brands that cost as
much as $30 apiece.

Customers can smoke
them in a room with four
ventilation fans and a pro-
jection screen that's 9-

‘by-5 feet.

The Men’s Cave is a
licensed salon that colors
hair as well as offers cuts
and styles, McArty said. He

CHAMPION

DWARF GREENS

NO MiNIMUMS

NO InrTiaTiON FEE  NO ASSESSMENTS

Private Club Member Amenities
18-Hole Championship Golf Course
Tour Quality Practice Facility -

8 Lighted Har-Tru Clay Tennis Courts
24-Hour Fitness Center

PGA Professional Instruction & Ficting
e Jr. Golf Program & Swim Team

NO LoNG-TERM COMMITMENT
NO 5 % Hour Rounnps NO TeE TIME HASSLES

e Luxurious Clubhouse
o Jt. Olympic Size Swimming Pool
o Full Service Golf & Tennis Shops
s Restaurant / Bar & Grill

e John Cochrane Golf Schools

o Member Privileges at 13 Clubs
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Matt McArty

also plans to hire a barber
to do razor cuts. '

For $20, a customer can
get a shampoo, ' facial
steam towel, scalp relaxer,
hair cut and style. Kids'
cuts cost $15. Business
hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, 11 am. to 6 p.m.
Monday, 10 a.m, to 9 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday
and 9 a.m. to 7 p.m, Satur-
day. The salon takes ap-
pointments as well as
walk-ins.

For information, call
(813) 685-7600.

River W1

Qi

NTRY

ROGER ONISHI

Membership Director

813-653-1554 x232

\dmingaRiverHillsCounmClabicom

3943 New River Hills Parkway, Valtico, FL 33596 JOINRIVERHILLS.COM

Salon gets new look,

BY SUSAN GREEN

It dates to the early
days of modern Bloom-
ingdale, when the com-
munity was just begin-
ning to blossom with the
neighborhoods of
Bloomingdale East.

‘Generations of women
have primped for proms,
weddings and holiday
parties at the salon
across busy Bell Shoals
Road from Wal-Mart at
Bloomingdale Square.

Last spring, the salon
itself got a much-needed
makeover. :

“We went from 1980s
to the New Millennium,”

said Heather Michael, a

stylist at the beauty spot
for more than 10 years.
Earth-tone colored tile
floors complement the
soft, olive-green walls.
Over the years, the es-
tablishment at 3507 Bell
Shoals Road changed
ownership a few times.

Now it has reverted to
one of its former in-
carnations with a name
change to Salon Jennifer
& Co., Michael said.

- The name is similar to
one bestowed on it about
five years ago, when Jen-
nifer Taylor owned the
establishment, Michael
said. More recently, with
the addition of a partner,
the salon was known as

Addiction Hair Studio.
But the partner left the

business, and Taylor
changed the name back.

The atmosphere, with
many longtime stylists
and customers, will not
chan 0 nge, Michael predict-
ed. _

“We're a very down-
to-earth  neighborhood
salon,” she said. “We like
to joke around. We're
kind of like the ‘Steel
Magnolias' [movie], the
local gossip station. ...
It's a very comfortable
place to be." :

old name |

“SUSAN GREEN

Stylist Debbie Lowe of
Valrico finishes a new
look for longtime custom-
er Karen Kingsley of Bran-
don.

The salon has six styl-
ists and is looking to add
two more, Michael said.
Walk-ins are welcome,
but appointments are
encouraged. Hours are 9
am. to 7 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday, but
stylists often accommo-
date requests for special
hours by appointment,
Michael said.

For information, = ™
(813) 681-6364. -

Cimino heads to the aquarium

A pretend waterfall at the
Florida Aquarium made all
the students look up and
‘wonder!

Andrew Wallace, Erin
Hogue Riley Golden enjoy
surfing at Floridat Aquari-
um

KIM WALLACE
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All County music students
descend on Bloomingdale

By SUSAN GREEN

Those long hours of
practice paid off for hun-
dreds of music students
who descended on Bloom-
ingdale High *School last
month to participate in the
annual All- County Honor
Music Festival.

Students from chorus,
band and orchestra pro-
grams at 47 middle
schools and: 27 high
schools across Hillsbor-
ough County auditioned
for approximately 900
spots in the honors con-
cert program in late fall..
Those selected also com-
mitted to intense rehears-
als with clinicians assigned
to create harmony from
the diverse performance’
styles of individual school

Fae

music programs.

Three separate concerts
— one for chorus, orches-
tra and band — were
staged in the Blooming-
dale High auditorium. It
had been about 10 years
since ‘Bloomingdale host-

‘ed the Hillsborough school

district’s creme de la cre-
me of student musicians
for All County perfor-
mances, said the school’s
longtime choral director,
Bev Sutherland.

Chorus students re-
hearsed for:two days at
East Bay High School in
Gibsonton. Nearly 300 stu-
dents participated, in All
County middle and high
school choruses this year,
said Brian NeSmith, East
Bay's choral director.

His wife, Theresa, choral dil, Stephanie .Schwartz
director at Eisenhower and Kendra Schofield and
Middle School, was the cli- eighth-graders Nicole Pin-
nician' and conductor for ner and Kelsey Fagan On
the middle school mixed their first day of rehearsal
chorus. : at East Bay, they said they

“Your job is to move the were eager to hear how the
audience  emotionally,” music they had practiced
she told the group of individually would sound
young people at the begin- as a blend of dozens of
ning of rehearsals Jan. 20.  voices:

She also encouraged  Some students said they
them to forget their school also welcomed the-oppor-
loyalties and ways of doing tunity to socialize with
things in order to blend singers from other schools.
their voices in song. “I like coming to new

“It's not Eisenhower. It's places and meeting new
not Giunta. It’s not Burns,” people,” Kendra said.
she said. “It’s All-.County David was impressed
Chorus.” with the discipline re-

All-County Chorus was quired.

a new experience for  “All I know is, if I miss
Burns Middle School sev- one rehearsal, Im done,"
enth-graders David Hniz- he said..

Quality Workmanship
All Phases - All Applications
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* Public & Private Schools

* Educational Field Trips
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Mary Elizabeth Gibbs, choral director at Florida South-

ern College, conducts the All County Senior High Honors
Mixed Chorus at Bloomingdale High School., :

Students at Burns and Randall middle schools were
among those chosen to rehearse with clinician Theresa
NeSith at East Bay High School in preparation for the
All County Honor Music Festival.

“THE BEST KEPT SECRET" IN THE BRANDON AREA FOR OVER 25 YEARS

Bloommgdale CAYOWErS, Inc.

Nursery & Landscaping

Since 1979

WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S WRITTEN EST]MATE!
“We Sell For Less” Large Florida Inventory of Plants “Low Prices!”
“Always A Great Time To Plant!”

Holiday Special
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Bloomingdale High students competed and placed in the County level of the Reflec-
tions PTA arts program. Pictured: Robin Satterwhite, Bloomingdale Reflections Chair,
Natasha Miller, participant; Kalia Johnson, 2nd place, Literature; Christina Parker,
participant; Hiriam Rose, Ist place, Musical Composition and Tonya Parker, Biooming-
dale Reflections Chair. Not pictured Jordan Kruger, Honorable Mention; Kelsey King,
Judges Choige and Alexis Vasquez, 2nd place, Film Production.

Bloomingdale students advance to
PTA Reflections program state finals

Bloomingdale High
School students were re-
cently recognized for their
entries in Reflections, the
National PTA’s annual arts

program.
Inspired by this year's
theme, - “Together We

Can...,” 12 Bloomingdale
students created visual
arts, photography, litera-
ture, music, film/video
and dance choreography
projects. Three students
were recognized as county
level winners: Hiram Rios,
12" grade, was awarded

first place in Music Com-
position; Alexis Vasquez,
11th grade, received sec-
ond place for Filin Produc-
tion and Kalia Johnson,
12th grade, received sec-
ond place in Literature.
These students will go on
to compete with other
Florida county winners at
the state level.
Bloomingdale seniors
Jordan Kruger received an
Honorable Mention in
Photography and Kelsey
King was the Judges
Choice in Visual Art. Their

art was displayed at the
Hillsborough County Re-

flections Awards Ceremo-

nyin January and will be at
the Literacy Luncheon in
February and PTA/PTSA
Awards Ceremony in May.

The Florida Reflections
winners will be an-
nounced in the Spring.
From there, winners will
go on to compete at the
national level. For addi-
tional information, con-
tact Catrina Miller at 210-
6910.

o_Desks
¢ Panels
e Chairs
® Files -
- e Storage
~ ® Tables

*850 HON
“NUCLEUS” CHAIR

FREE

WITH YOUR HON
OFFICE FURNITURE
PURCHASE OF
$2,500 OR MORE
Offer good while supplies last.

Office Furniture Center
2117 W. Kennedy Boulevard, Tampa

(813) 254-7253 Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00
www.ofctampa.com

HON-

0002996966-01

Bloomingdale pitcher
signs baseball scholarship

On Jan. 21, Bloomingdale High School
pitcher Robby Kaluf signed a baseball
scholarship with State College of Florida
in Manatee-Sarasota, FL. Robby started
playinig baseball when he was 4 years old
with Bloomingdale Little League. His dad
knew then that he would go.far with his
baseball career. With the support of his

dad and brothers he is

chance to further his career. -

| Robby is a right hand pitcher and for
his senior year will also serve as a

designated hitter on the days he doesn't

pitch. He said that if it had not been for

getting that

his coaches and dad, he would not be

where he is today, and he greatly appreci- |
ates all that they have taught him over [
the years. Coach Wilken stated the big-
gest change he has seen in Robby is his |
dedication to becoming a-team player &

and his strong work ethic. Coach Wilken
is excited to see him move on to the next

step in his life. He knows he will do well

KIM WALLACE

On Jan. 21, Rebby Kaluf signs with State

with his commitment of playing baseball. College of Fiorida in Manatee-Sarasota.

YMCA reaches out to cancer survivors g

By SUSAN GREEN

The Campo Family
YMCA is getting ready to
launch a new program
aimed at bolstering the
health and spirits of cancer
SUurvivors.

In cooperation with the
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Cen-
ter in Tampa, the YMCA
will offer a free three-
month. membership and
tailor-made _exercise . op-
portunities to people who
are undergoing treatment
for or have survived any
type of cancer, said Mindy
Anderson, who is coordi-

Bloomingdale Resident
Tod Howard
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nating_the effort for the

Campo branch.

The program will b
patterned after one pio-
neered at the New Tampa

- membership

YMCA, she said. At Cam- -

po, the program will be
open initially to 20 people.
If more sign up, they will
go on a waiting list. The
Campo staff wants to con-
tinue the program after the
first three-month round,
Anderson said.

“Almost everybody has
been affected by cancer;”
she noted. “We realized we
could help with that,”

Family members of can-

Lio. 3694
GZ[ : itﬂ'llfg !” s
Insured

966-2601

-

cer patients also enjoy

free for three months
while their loved one is
involved, she said. -

The program will in-
clude one-on-one sessions
with a personal trainer, as
well as small group exer-
cise and social hour op-
portunities, Anderson
said.

“We will tailor our pro-
gram to the individual,”
she said. “If they have limi-
tations because of medica-
tion or fatigue, we will def-
initely alter the program to
meet their needs.”

A portion of proceeds
from the upcoming YMCA
Youth Triathlon at Park

privileges

Square in FishHawk Ranch -

will benefit the cancer sur-
vivor program, Anderson

~ said. That event, featuring
 swimming, bicycling and

running for youths of vari-
ous ages, will be held start-
ing at 7 a.m. May 28. Regis-
tration opens March 15.
For more information,

‘call the Y at. (813).684-1371.

%

H
-

- e

{de- i

N

EﬁliiiizﬂksﬁﬁétﬁﬁﬁﬁfEﬁ!!ﬂ&iiﬁﬁnﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁéﬁﬁhﬂ&ktﬁ&J§

P ——




KIM WALLACE  SON.

Kitchens .,
B aths &More T/\?L =k
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Coach Bryce Lawson and _
head coach Sergio Matos
watch as their Bull over
take the Dragons 52-18 in
the last match at home of
the season.

Bull wrestlers takes a bow

Bulls Senior Wrestlers, were introduced during

Senior night to recognize their accomplishments during
their school career. L to R - Sean Defontaine, Kenny
Rach, Lane Ory, Skip Reagor, Young Kim, Chris Robert-

On real estate

The issue of pric-
ing strategies was
recently addressed

Salvaging credit and equity

real estate agent to
find the sweet spot
between what the

here, particularly lender wants and
for facing moving [ | what = will excite
deadlines or sell- izt buyers, and you
ing a home that’s gy may be lucky
languishing on the ~ Chadderton  .,5,01 1o receive
market. But what multiple offers.

if you are experiencing fi-
nancial hardships or losing
valuable equity in your
home?

If you're facing foreclo-
sure, youre probably
looking at a short sale, an
agreement to sell your
home for less than what
you still owe. This is chal-
lenging, because you have

| tolist high enough to satis-

fy the lender, but low
enough to attract buyers.
First, complete an appli-
cation from your lender
and get a quote for how

much they’re willing to ac- .

cept. Work with a reliable

If you're not defaulting,
but your home has lost
significant value, you're
still in a tough situation.
While painful, the best
pricing strategy in this case
is to ask your agent for a

‘Comparative Market Anal-

ysis (CMA) and price your
home at fair market value
or below. Again, if your
price is right, you may €n-
courage multiple offers,
resulnng in a hlgher sale
price.

Chadderton Real Estate Group
Keller-Williams Realty
(813) 699-1500
www.chaddertongroup.com
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(Sorry, Groups Only)

Lacated in the Valrico Area
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Not an average camping trip

BY KIM WALLACE
~ On Sunday Jan. 16, five
Bloomingdale teenagers
ventured out for a week-
end of camping on Gillian
Island, an island located
about 2 miles off Anna
Marie Island. Daniel Bax-
ter, who has alot of experi-
ence boating and camp-
ing, took his friends, Wri-
foy and Austin White, T.J.
Conwell and Troy Ritzel
along with him for some
fishing .and relaxing time
since there was no school.

On Monday; Daniel got
a call from his father say-
ing there was a storm com-
ing in and they need to
pack up and leave. So
Daniel and” his friends
started packing. Since they
only had a 14-foot john

___-boat, it required them to

make a couple of trips

back to the main island to
bring everything in. Austin
White and TJ. Conwell
were the first to come back
to get the trailer ready for
the boat and start packing
up supplies while Daniel
went back to pick up Wri-
ley and Troy. Once Daniel
got back to the island it
started to rain, so they
hurriedly got in the boat
and started back to Anna
Marie Island. Daniel said
as they were heading back
in, the rain quickly turned
into a storm. The waves
starting getting rough and
before they knew it, the
boat had capsized, leaving
the boys in the water. They
knew then they were in

‘trouble when they quickly

lost sight of the boat. As
the weather worsened,
they started ‘swimming

back toward Anne Marie.
The -boys were thankful
that Daniel's mom had
purchased new life jackets
for their trip. As they con-
tinued to try to make their
way to Anna Marie Island,
they noticed they no lon-

ger could see Troy and
they made the decision to

turn back to find ~him:
When found, Troy told
them he didn't think he
could make it in as he
could not feel his legs and
they had already started
turning blue (the water
was between 45 and 50
degrees). Daniel and Wri-
ley both told him he could
and he would make it, they
were going to make sure of
it.

Meanwhile on shore,
T.J. and Austin started feel-

ing something was wrong,.
T.J. said he could see the
island from where they
were, but when the storm
came, they lost sight of it.
They tried calling their
friends . on their cell
phones to no avail. There
was also no sight of them,
They called Daniel’s father
to let him know they need-
ed help. :

Daniel and Wriley, pull-
ing Troy in, swam for an
hour and half before final-
ly reaching a sandbar to
rest. A lady in a boat spot-
ted the boys and notified
shore she had them and
got them the waiting res-
cue team. Troy was trans-
ported to a local hospital
with hypothermia. Daniel
and Wriley were also treat-
ed, “and released. After

Cheerleaders earn Western Conference victory

BY KIM VyALLACE

This year Bloomingdale
cheerleaders have' had

four competitions leading

up to the one that really
counts, the District of
Hillsborough County
Schools. Bloomingdale
was one of 27 district

& "Paint il Ya Faint Friday,

he Pottery Potch
- : a paint your own potten; studlo
Mention this ad & save 20% off any one item

2551 SR 60 E., Valrico - 813.643.0014
www.potterypatchstudio.com .

Feb. II...Open until lipmi®

0002896224-01

hours: Tu-Th 10-8, F-Sa 10-9, Sy 12:30-5, Closed Mondays

schools in the top 10 in the
semi-final round, along
with  Strawberry Crest,
Chamberlain, - Lennard,
Riverview, Durant, Sickles,
Freedom, Robinson and
Steinbrenner, The best of
the best was Blooming-
dale, took first place. Du-
rant came in second and
Freedom came in third. All
the teams performed to
the best of their ability.
Bloomingdale performed a
very difficult routine with
great energy, pose and
great sportsmanship.
Coach Candice Teague
said she is one thankful,
blessed, proud coach of all
they have accomplished.
The team then went on
to compete at Plant City

High School for regional ;

competitions Jan. 22,
along with 70 teams other
Florida squads. There were
21 teams in Blooming-
dale’s division, with four
teams making the final
round of four with the
Bulls once again taking
first place. Freedom came

in second, Steinbrenner
third and Durant fourth.
Competition between the
final four teams had
Bloomingdale in first
again, then Durant, Free-
dom and Steinbrenner. All

KIM WALLACE

Austin White, Daniel Baxter, Troy Ritzel, Wriley White
and T.J. Conwell of Bloomingdale returned safe from

camping disaster.

Troy was admitted to-the
hospital, they transported
him over to All Children’s
Hospital in St. Petersburg
for treatment. Troy was
treated and. released on
Wednesday evening. Troy
said he is starting to feel
better and that he is very

grateful to have such good

these teams  performed [I*

well. Now it’s on to the
state competition in Kis-
simmee at the Silver Spurs

‘Arena Feb. 5. Good Luck to

the Bloomingdale cheer-
leaders!

Taryn Keyser and Bethany
Wallace cheer is they here
their team being an- FE S
nounced inst place along  After big win cheerleaders gather together for chant

with team.

friends that were deter-
mined to keep him safe.
While Daniel Baxter and
Wriley White are heroes
for making sure their
friend stayed safe and
made it to shore, each per-
son in this story isa hero in
that they played a part of
the survival of each other.

" KIM WALLACE

s/ Bloomingdale cheerleader's in their ending pose of rou-
= tine.

they always do together!




‘'said,

s of this month it has
Abeen 13 years since

the Sheriff's Bloom-
ingdale Community Sta-
tion opened inl998. For
the Bloomingdale Com-
munity  Station, they

changed for the better.
The move to the new loca-

tion on Erindale Drive was
a good change. The new
office provided deputies
and detectives the space
needed to provide better
service.

James Howell, the area

detective, is grateful for the.

office in his assigned area,
making .him more effi-
cient.

Sgt. Susan. Bradford
“We can also more
effectively utilize the In-
telligence Led Policing
procedures not in place
and track criminals in Dis-
trict IV, the largest district
in Hillsborough County.”

r.:----—-lt-t-l

bL-—__—-\n

13.2

tzg,.

e —

With this coupon on a | 1
~ EVODog or Cat Food Only ] ]
e e B

thmmﬂ!m Mgtk Madderr) Mirison B 3 tademak and EVO is

. Bloomingdale communlty"Station Notes
Over 13 years of service to the Bloomingdale community

The success of the Sher-
iff's Office operations in
our darea is greatly due to
the outstanding coopera-
tion and support given by
area residents. In these
-times it takes team work to
make our community saf-
er and more secure.
Groups like the Sheriff's
Bloomingdale Area Com-
munity Council (BACC)
have continued to work
directly with us in identify-
ing critical concerns and
-working with - us to find
solutions. Sgt Bradford
noted that, “The council
‘needs more members

from more homeowners'.

associations so. we can
have more residents work-
ing with us to help im-
prove the safety and secu-
rity of our district and the
Bloomingdale communi-

ty.” Residents interested in

information on the council

gw
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“can call the Community

Station at (813) 635-8040,
come by the station at
3622 Erindale Drive (at the
intersection of Erindale
Drive and Lithia-Pinecrest
Road) or attend the next
meeting on Thursday, Feb.
17 at 7 p.m. at the Commu-
nity Station:

Hillsborough County’s
Sheriff, David Gee, his staff
and the many professional
teams that make up the
Sheriff's Office have con-
tinued to provide dedicat-

ed service even while the’

county continues to face
tough financial times. Pro-
grams 'such as the Volun-
teer Citizen Patrol pro-
gram have. provided out-
standing assistance to
those of us in law enforce-
ment -and jmaproved our
ability to provide Bloom-
ingdale’s residents with
the secure home and work

el S0

With this coupon on a

28.6 LB BAG

EVO Dog Food Oniy
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environments 'you want
and deserve;

One significant factor
that we have noticed is
that the first line of de-
fense against crime in our
community is you, the
homeowner. Remember,
there aren’t enough depu-
ties to patrol our commu-
nity and ensure that your
homes and vehicles are
secure. So the fact remains
that there have been too
many burglaries where a
home or vehicle have been
left unsecure. You must
take the time to protect
your own homes and cars.
Criminals look for open
homes and vehicles and it
only takes them a couple
of minutes to walk away

with televisions,. money, -

jewelry, GPS systems and
even guns,
As homeowners; verify

with the business manage-

* Equipment Installatlon, |
Service & Repair

o Maintenance Plans
Starting At $65 A Month

* Trained, Professional
Service Techs

ment that anyone who is
entering your home to
perform a service, (such as
housecleaning, carpet
cleaning and painting) has
completed a background
check. If you have been
doing business with a
company for many years,
revisit this topic when em-
ployee changes occur. A
recent incident in the Dis-
trict IV area involved the
arrest of a brand new em-
ployee for-a cleaning ser-
vice the owner had been
using for more than six
years.

One of the greatest mo-

-tivations or reasons for

many. criminals is to get

money for drugs. Law en-

forcement is concemed
with the growing number
of “pain management clin-
ics” in the area. Many of
these clinics are being
closed but more open to

' Bdfettel FishHawk

y ATHA MISHiRaW

13448 Boyette Road

813-657-1054
Lo OPCIAGT507

PINCH A-PENNY
POOL PATIOSPA

The Perfect People For A Perfect Pool

replace
them. Pre-
scription
drugs _are
known to be
a driving
force behind
alot of prop-
erty crimes.
Remember to protect your
prescriptions by insuring
they are locked up.
Foreclosures continue
to be a serious problem in
our community. Coraty
Code Enforcement officers,
such as Jonathan Williams’
are working directly with
the Sheriff's Office and
other agencies to prevent
foreclosed homes from be-
coming illegally occupied
or used for other illegal
purposes. If you have a
foreclosed home in your
area, keep your eyes on the
homes and report any sus-
picious activity to the
Sheriff's Office at (813)
247-8200 or Code Enfr xce-
ment at (813) 274-6639.

Curtis
Warren

For thestora nearestyou call 1-800-234-1616; or visit our webslte at wwwipinchapenny.com
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