Che Blonmingdale Gagzette

Volume XVII, Number |

Published by the Bloomingdale Homeowners Association, Inc.

January 1997

BHA Briefs

Editor's Mote: This letter sent to residents of
Windsor Woods could apply 1o every neigh-
barhood within Bloomingdale.

Dear Neighbors; :

A ndmber of ik bave rocentiy approached the
BHA regarding increasing disnespectof decd restric-
tions, Homeaownership represems the single-targest
imvestment miaery of us will makein a lifetime: Every
property owner has a basic right 1o engoy and protect
hiz hoae, and ihat sometimes presents a quanidary.

One person’s “enjoyment™ can diminish an-
oither homeowner s enjoyment, as well as the value
angd security of surroending homes. In Florida, andin
Most pew developments acToss thecountry, we lry o
halance an individual’s rights with those of his
meighbors: throogh coanty code enfbreement and
deed restrictions.

Windsor Woods was sstablished with a set of
these restrictions (Declaration of Covenants & Re-
sirictions, Bloomingdale Section (3, dated 1986).
They are ot perfect. If you were to sit doven and draft
them again today, you wongld likely drafl them differ-
coaly. However, they are onc of the few protections
we havetohelp us protectour future property values.
In any case, they are extremely hard to amend.

Each development has its own unique sét of
covenants guarding the nights of all who live there.
Some are more lengthy than those applicable e
Windsor Woods, bt nono were written in b oncr-
ok They only represent the developers best guess al
what would be needed. As statell in the preambie 1o
the W indsor Woods Coveshnis: ™in pober W protect .
the healih and welfare of the public, 10 protect
propeny values and mainsin the stiractivencss of
the commumity, desires o impose certain,..” You
nieed only Tock a5 far as North Brandon, or & near as
Fox Run o immediately see their importance.

The bisis of enforcing these restractions is vol-
ey compliance, Eachone of us, when we bought
our hotes, agreed mh‘?thylhmmlﬁ When you
choase to now deviate from them you are in effect
snubbing wour neighbors and robbing them n-t'ﬂ'-s
Miwmulmrmmmmﬁm
when umfamtlymnm’ ﬂmmkngmgum
systit's 0K, ", thitwon whﬂrhﬂb&rdnm
have the power 10 approve a devintion. For deed
r:ﬂnnhma 1o work fairly, they M Iﬁ applied
conststently all of the time.

5 Seversl real estate agents have staied thai poen-

h}mﬂt:"nﬁmiﬂﬂ“h'r ihe disregand of those:

mﬁummﬂh&nﬂﬂmwﬁm
ﬁquhm mqi Eﬂﬂum 3
g mljaﬂ ar mﬂl‘m

ﬂﬂj "'hmﬁrmwﬁm :

,mih will result i
hmwﬁ:u:mdmmmmhp]n.

prices per square footin Fox Runto those in Windsor

“Woods. You'll guickly see the corelanon between
strongly ﬂr.ﬁ:rn:ni decd muhumdm 3

yalues,

A ﬁﬂwﬁhﬂwm@#'ﬁ“w didinot

receive copies of the restrctions. regardless, these
are siifl enforceabie and you must shide ;
Your title nsurance company may be willing 1o
provide you with 4 copy of your deed restrictions.
The BHA afso has mtsunmdudmmn in
the Bloominydale Community Office. Severl ofthe
restrictions are also required by county codes; or
require permits thatcan be revoked if they contrdict
the Declarstion of Covenants & Resticions,

Oine definition of community is m:ullmjunnr
individuals banced Il:-g&lbﬁfnrm:ucmnmuu good.
The BHA, a volunteer organization macde upof your
neighbors, is committed to keeping Bloomingdate
an altractive, safe commumnity lomise your family as.
-well as protect your property. As your development

- continues 1o grow, we stand ready to help you with
“this imatier,

Sincerely,
'I‘L:maingdalnﬂmmm Association.
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Speed Humps Turned Down,
Sidewalks Recommended

By Chris-Anne Phillips

Traffic and ways to reduce speeding along Canoga
Purk Dirive were the topec of a community mesting with
county officials Dec, 19 with one message received loud
and clear - residents wani po mone speed humps - o
Bloomingdale West.

County-appoinied hearing master Jerry Devkowski
said Canoga Park Drive has received a Class 2 raling,
MEAning it is concidered an SMErgency Siluaton,

The mecting furned emotionil when residens along
Bloomingfizld voiced loud opposition 1o speed humps
being insialled along Canoga Park Drive in an effart 1o
glow down motorists in the area of the recreation cealer,

But empiigns ran just as high on the olhér énd whers
one resident recalled the tragic death of six-yvear-old
Jonathan Faber, struck by a car while crossing Canoga
Puark on his bicycle Iast June, While the resident wasn'Lin
fivvor of speed humps, it rised the need for traffic control

micasures io the extent that those so opposed 1o speed
humps were willing 0 concede (o the installiion of one.

Devkowski will include among his recommendations
the: insatlation of one speed hump o Canoga Park Drive
and Garnet. He also will recommend sidewalks and special
enforcement by the shenfs department. In addition, he
will recommend the county investigaic the affect speed
humps on Bloemingfield have on traific and perhaps rec-
ommend 3™ new kind™ of iraffiz circle 22 Bloomingficld and
Canoga Park Thive.

His [indings will be presented to the county and
petitions may be requintd Lo put Bny recommendations inio
effect,

MNearly &0 residents, aticnded  the meeting that was
scheduled in response 0 8 lefier requesting speed humps
along Canoga Park.

The raffic survey thal followed indicated 2,723 cars

See HUMPS, page B
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Evenwithdouble sessions ineffect, Bloomingdale
hallways are still crowded.

With the good come some bad in 1996 Mew constroc-
tion meant cither less congested rush hoor traffic or greater
housing density; busing indy the inner city a3 stopped, bat
it resulied n double sessions and o middle sehiool o two
differcnd camposes; & new recreation center opened, b
increased activity created raflic and pedesirian hazards,
waler bills wentup bat ned 1o the exient that residents were
willing to tic themselves into & 20-vear debd. There werc a
lot of people in Bloomingdale wha made us proud o call
them neighbors and some who have wasted 00 much
energy defacing our community.

Here ane some of the highlights and low-lightsof 19596,

Min 1 School Schedule Has Parenis Secing Doubbe
Fumilizs with children at Bloomingdals High School
had 1o adjust to 8 new routine this year, For the first ime
since 1985 two Hillsborough County schools were placed
o double sessions as a solution to overcrowding. The most
populnted areas of the county - Morthwest and Exst - found
the largest enrollment at their schools Gaither and

See 1996, page 3

Help Needed Capturing Vandals;
Damage Costing Residents Money

by Chris-Anne Phillips
The Bloomingdale Special Taxing District is looking
for residents” help in catching vandals who are defacing

In the past year, he has painted and repainted walls

marked by graffiti, re-planted dug up shrubbery, replaced
smashed or stolen h,ghtbu]ha pun:hﬁﬂd letiers io replace

fhe community and
robbing costly items.

Froperty man-
ager Alan Devney
began hiz moming
routine of driving
around the commy-
mity Jan. 2 and was
dismuyed 1o Dind yet
more octs of vandal-
e 1o the. common
grounds,

A motorist with
a four-wheel driye
wvehiches dug ruts oo
the fres bed on Enn
Dale and dug up sod
inthresor fourplaces,
Depvney saidl.

Ropnding the
comer onio Culbreath, be was met with more unpleasant
gights, the St. Augustine grass in front of The Greens had
been dug up and tumed o mud by vehicle tires.

Devney said this is becoming more and more the
nonm. He never knows whal he will find on his moming
rounds, And be i no longer surprised.

Brass letlers on :mtry signs are a commaon target for vandals.
They cosi approximately $50 to §75 each to replace.

those stolen or
kicked off entrance
signs, and replaced
broken sprinkler
heads,

‘Itz reached
amintmlemble level,”
Dhevney said, “These
aremaliciousacisby
YOLE peophe.”

Devney sasid
he belicves  puss-
ershy have scen
these acts of vandal-
. i earky-mom-
imr hours, and asks
that wilnesses (o
such acts wrie down
the license plate
number and fum 1t
in o the STD. The shenfls depaniment will do ihe rest.

*These people have to be swopped,” Devnay said. "Is
costing residents tax dollars every nme something hasto be
replaced.”

Dievniey estimaies mare than 510,000 is spent annually

See VAMDALS. nage 11
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Dear Beaders,

prepared for what they bring.

iy,

Smccn:l:.-
L 2 _.-I.-""lfﬂ' I S
ler. Dms

As you may have noticed the greater Bloomingdale area has
been in a flux of change for the past 2 years, and will continue 10
change over the next five years. Some changes are good and
some nod so good. No matter how you feel about the changes, be

These changes will not eliminate our basic communiry =
concerns, nor will it ensure community peace and prospenty.
But with the combined ¢fforts of more people to understand and
use these changes positively, we as 2 community ¢an reinforce -
the instinet and desire for cooperation that are basic 10 the human |
condition, By getting involved with the BHA you can help I
monitor these community changes. With your help and assis- :
tance the BHA board can better plan the future of our commu- -

These changes should not bewilder you, they should challenge
vou. In understanding and being part of the change, it ¢an reduce
the fear it holds and increase the hope it brings: and while life for
each of us is an ever-increasing amount of riin, by understanding
these chanpes we can continue 1o build new bridges.

oo

| ! ! o

Qur Times

The Wall Is Gone, But

LaWayne ¥¥yall
John Britten
Tany Dielois
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Identity Left A Long Time Ago

By Rozel Sciulli

Wellit finally happened. Thecommu-
nity has lost the one wagible part of its
identity,

The Bloomingdale sign was devourcd
by the bulldoeer's jaws 1o make way for g
elrug skore,

Although from dme o time it woald
lose any assortment of leners, the message
was clear that residents had come home
and guesis had enicred a distinct commu-
niLy.

What sign? Some of you may be ask-
ing.

Tt wasn't really a sign at all, It was a
wall with a cascading landscape at its feel
on the corner of Bell Shoals and
Bloomingdale that announced the poes-
ence of a uniqoes place.

More than 17 years ago the project of
avast planned community was undertaken.
There was nothing like it anywhere in
Eastern Hillsborough County.

Builders had developed subdivisions
of homes in north and south Brandon, but
nothing to the extent of what Criterion had
planned and named Bloomingdale,

The name rang with prestige like the
similarly named upscale department sione
in New York City.

The Wall in ies prine, attracted motor-
ists’ atbéntion away from the cold, gray
sicel of the electrical substabion on the
opposite comer. 1isel this sontheast comer
apan from ihe fast food restawrants and
sirip shopping conters 1o the west,

Attimes, il wasatiractivel y landscaped
and oak limbs embraced (o fonm a canopy
over its majestic fagade.

Two years ago when we leamned of it
impending doom, [ wrote a colomn asking
thit the new developers recognizes the im-
ponance of a community’s identity and
erect a sign or will announcing the enirance
1o Bloomingdake.

But is it the entrance any morc?

Whast has Bloomingdale become but
an umbrella name for the myriad subdivi-
sions that are hoosed within,

Do residents of The Estates care that

Blogmingdale he heralded a8 the cormer
of Bell Shoals? Thoy hive their owmn
entrangsoff ohn Moo, And what Shoe
gll those who e the Lithts Pinecrest
entrance on Exin Dale? Their landmark is
apinkconveniznce store. The Glenhaven
entrance off Bell Shoals i more known
for leading wizitors 10 Bloomingdalke
Golfers Club. And Bosemead 15 known
primarily has a street where it's hell 1o
turn left onta Bell Shoals. And no one is
quite sure how o pronoance Gamet, the
second entrance o West. 1L is like the
ruddy gem or should it have ended in
Yete™?

S50 where does Bloomingdale’s
identity Lie?

The efforts of the Special Taxing
District are well-intended. 115 their plan
o rehaild the Bloomingdale entrances -
all seven of them. To make grand Lighied
entrances that are beantifully landscaped.
The kind that remind residents they Tive
in & special place and are a classy wel-
come Lo guests. Theexpense will prohibit
any more than {wo to be completed in a
fiscal year, bt that"s a siart and no matier
who serves on the board, there needs (o
be & commiiment i the completion of
the project.

It's unforunate that we need tan-
gible evidence of our identity, Bul a
visible source of pride can insall pride of
pwnershipwhere itmay have been lost, Tt
may inspire & homeowner 10 paint his
house or clean up his yard. People might
remember thene are restricions 10 Cerlkin
changes. And others might recall that
they live in Bloomingdale first instesd of
hidden behind the brick or stucco wall of
their private neighbarhood.

This isn't River Crossing, of Westor
East, or Cambridge Cove of “the apari-
ments™, 11"s Bloomingdale,

Ii'sashame we need asign o remind
of us of that.

Good-bye Wall. There was & time
when you helped us remember who we
anz,

Important Notice To Home Associations

The Bleomingdale Community office
receives muny calls that pertain to spe-
cific Homenwners Associibons within
the whole of Bloomingdale.

While all residents of Bloomingdale East,
West, South and Estate are entitled tobe
members of the Bloomingdale
Homeowners' Association (BHA), many
subdivisions such as The Greens or Erin
Arbor have their own associations.

With many new communities growing
up in Bloomingdale South and new asso-
ciations forming, it is important for the
Community (fTice {0 have a comtact
name and phoae number for each asso-

cuisan,

At this time we ask vour helpin providing
this valuable information to our stall.
We ask that a representative from each
pesnciation, new and old, provide a name
and phone number to the Community
[MTice by the first of the year.

Mail or drop off the information to The
Bloomingdale Community OfTice, 3244
Lithia Pinecrest Road, Suite 103, Valrico,
FL 33594, For information, call 681-
2051, (MTice hours are 9:30 fo 12:3)
Monday and Friday; 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Tuesday and Thursday; and 9:30 to 1:30
Wednesday.

EEPOﬂ

I-Enmrﬂm‘fm&mnunruswhhm
NIP Program. We thought this would be o
good time 1o refresh you on some of the
county restrictions that are most ofien vio-
lated.

Recreational vehiclas, boats, travel
trailers, motor homes, etc, that are over 20
feet in length must keep a 20-foot sethack
from the side property line on the street side.
If it is under 20 feet in length, there isnot &
front yard seiback required. Such vehicles
st be parked on propeny, noton the right-
of-way.

Boat trailers are not inclided in the
recreational vehicle code, but they must be
parked 5o that they do nol hang over the
sidewalk or right-of-way.

Recreational vehicles and domestic
vehicles must be in good repair and have
current tags and only one recreational vehicle
is allowed per propeny. Again, thess are
county violations and if you are in violation,
the county will be notified afier you have
been sent acard or given Lme (o correct the
vialation.

Fences must be kept in good repair. If
vou have broken slas, please mmove and
replace them. Nothing makes a neighbor-

heosd Boscok: v ran doow'ns than broken, run
down [ences. Dur ared has a 1ot of growth
in the last few years, With all the beautiful
new homes, please 1e1"s not let our other
areqs get run dow,

Pleazs remember there are deed re-
sirictions in your ared that may be stricter
than the county code, so check oul the
restrictions for your area. If you are unsune
or don't have & dopy of deed restrichions,
pleass visil the community affice 1o make
& COPY.

In'= in all our best interests o keep our
neighborhoods looking good. You coop-
erations 15 appreciaed should you receive
a dead or county vielation card for a car
parked on the grass, broken fence garbage
can in sight - it°s very simple o comply.
Move you car off the gruss, fix your fence
and please keep vour garbage cans out of
sight

Ir's all just 50 many small things not
taken care of that make our neighborhoods
Ik run dowm.

The restrictions apply 1oevery home
in Bloomingdale, Let's all do our best 1o
comply and keep Bloomingdale a place
we're prowud 1w call home,
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1986 from page 1
Bloomingdale.

Bhoomingdabe parens were angry when they felt the
county had gone back on iz word o keep the high school
of { double sessions, A series of public mestmgs et fow
questions answered and the county placed the blame back
on the residents who failed to pass the half-cent siles tax
the first wme i came up for & voue.

The'3,000-plus students at BHS began the: firstof what
iz projected wobe two schoods years on double sexsons with
seniors and junbors anending classes in the moming and
sophomores and freshmen going 1o class in the altermoon.

It made for mind-boggling scheduling for adminis-
trators. who vowed to accommodate students with ad-
vanced bevel classes and extra-camicular activitics, For
some, 1t meant getting owt of school at 5:30, nuesh bome for
dinmer, and retem 1o s=chool for band practice sometimes
until % or 10 p.m,, a late night for 5 a.m, wake up calls for
the upperclassmen.

Bloomingdale wasn’t the only school scemg double -
wien Bums became a middle school in the fall; it had to
seiile i al two scparate campuses. The original campos
wasn 't large enoegh to kouse sixth graders, sothe youngest
Bruins had io attend the new Valnco Elementary School,
or Burns Middle School, Vainco Campus, on Miller Road,

When the half-cent sales tax came up for & second
vobe, IE passed, with the baggest voles in favor of the tax
coming in the Gaither and Bloomingdale schools disirict,
as expeched,

It will allow for the construction of 15 new schools,
including a new high school and two new middie schools
in this area.

Mo, 2 Mew Construction Booming

Rezidents of Bloomingdale East who didn't venture
past their neighborhoods o the nearestexil during the year
are in for a surprize. Bloomingdale has hit maximum
density with at least eight new subdivisions under con-
struction in what is now being called Bloomingdale Scuth.

The buald-out of the Bloomingdale Community is
taking place down Culbreath Road and along the south
[oap of Matres Way.

With narmes like Bristol Green, Somerser and Heritage
Park, Cambridge Cove and Bloomingdale Cove, The Links,
Yillas of Bloomingdale and Bloomingdale Golfers” Club
hoemes have sprung up in every price range from the 205 1o
haibf=million dollar mark.

When completed, developers will have added 1,000
niw haames 13 the commumity.

No.  Finally, A Place to Recreate

[n June, the long-nwaited Bloomingdale Park West
Recreation Center opened to cheers of parents who dis-
covered inexpensive child care for the summer moniths.
Moz than 200 children enrolled in the center’s summers

program,

The playground has stiracied the voung and not-so-
young ke men's Sunday flag foothall league. And specialty
classes draw residents o the center in the evenings.

But the Community Cender has been more than a place
for children and adults to play. It has already been the site
of two major community meetings involving county offi-
cials.

No. 4 Kinder, Gentler Bloomingdale Ave,

After nearly 18 months of construction, Bloomingdale
Avenpe widening [rom Bell Shoals (o Fohn Moore Hoad
wis completed with its best feature - a lighta Bryan Road,
The only drawback is now women can't apply make-up

The completion of Bloomingdale widening made
maming and afternoon drive time less stressful.

and men can't shove while stopped in traffic.

While the widening has helped with east-west traffic
Mow, it hasn't alleviated the insufferable back-ups norh
and south ar Bell Shoals.

The nent phase o be completad i3 betwesn Kings and
Highway 301 and drawings are in the works for the next
road mess between Bell Shoals and Lithia Pinecrest,

No. 5 Gangs, Yandalism Plague Community

While one community along Sandy Creek Drive is
was beaulifying itsenvironment by giving new life (o what
was once an overgrown pond, others are giving
Bloomingdale a black eye.

Gang graifiti became more prevalent as did vandalism
of entryway signage and theft of landscaping plants, Resi-
dents had hammered home the message that the vandalism,
whether being commited by them or their children, is
costing them tax dolkrs.

Bloomingdale received the express attention of the
Sherifls Depanment’s Gang Suppression Unit, whose
officials have met with schools officials and pareats 1o
cdwcate them in lookimg for signs in their children that
might indicate gang involvement,

The Bloomingdale West Recreation Centerwhich
opened in June is enjoyed by youngsters and
::.t.uhn like Mark Shor who walks the exercise

No. 6 Putting The Horse Before The Cart
When the county built the new rec center it didn ' take
inwr consideration the increased traffic in the area, espe-
cially pedestrian traffic on foot or bicycle.
The need for caution signs, bike lanes and sidewalks
See 1996, page 4
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was realized after a six-year -old boy was strock and killed
while crossing Canoga Park on his bike,

The ragedy induced an outcry from area residents
who attended a stinding room only mesting with coanty
road officials and Commissioner Doltie Berger.

The meeting resulted in a redoced speed Emit, cantion
signs and a bicycle lane, but sidewalks are =ill being
congidered as the search for funding continues.

No. 7 Reclaimed Water Goes Unclaimed

Rising water hills had homeowners looking for alier-
natives. One that was given scricus considerabion was
reclaimed water,

It was announced in February, the coanty program
would be available 1o the Bloomingdale area, bt ¢loser
inspection of the program which offers unlimited use of
water for lawn maintenance, revealed the high start-up
costs and long-term financial commitment homeowners
would be facing.

The treated wastewater would run through conduits
that would have wobe installed inthe community and would
be paid at a rate of 342267 a vear for 20 years. More than
35 percent of the homeowners in an area receiving the
waler would have o approve the installation, meaning
therse wihy wene opposed would still be liahls for their share
of the cost if the majority prevailed.

Fox Bun residents sought oot the program most ag-
gressively and in the end, decided the 20-vear financial
commitment was a disadvantage that far outweighed the
advaniages,

No. B Small Shops Give Way to Mall

The Bloomingdale Garetre reponed in its March issoe
that several businesses had suffered financial loss and
moved ot of Bloomingdale Square as a resull of the
opening of Brandon TownCenler,

Businesses like Carvel, Elephant’s Trunk, Little Pro-
fessor Book Store, Video Show, Stuarts and Giorggi's had
either closed or set up shop in the more hscrative mall
corridor,

“There wasn't encugh traffic after the mall opened,”
said Phillip Giorggi, owner of 2 men’s appare] siors that
relocated to the mall area. “No question about it, the mall
affected Bloomingdale Square to a big extent.”

But Square management said change is expected as
consumer preferences shift. The Square has become more
servics oriented with real eststs offices and health services
opening in the past year.

And while some businesses moved, thoss who stayed

say they enjoyed banner a year,

*Actually it"s getting betser," zasd Randy Cunningham,
owner of Bloomingdale Square Liguors.

And Bealls reporied its Bloomingdale store is in the
top 5 percent of the 62-store Florida chain.

But while shop owners were moving out of the Square,
new commercial centers were begun at Lithia Pinecrest
where an Albertson's is being built and has changed the
confipuration of Milker Road, and al Bell Shoals and
Bloomingdale where a Walgreens and adjacent shopping
Sirip ang under Construction,

Mo saoliciting signs have been enstalled at entry
ways to Bloomingdale.

No. 9 Go Away, We Don"t Want Any

The Bloomingdale Special Taxing District want ped-
dicrs (0 get the message - No Soliciting Allowed in
Bloomingdale.

The S5TD erected seven signs, one at each entrance o
the communities, and while residents say the signs don't
keep away every door-1o-door salesperson, the signs make
it easier forresidents 1o shoo them away by pointing out the
restrction,

The Grazene has receinved word that it has not deserred
children’s fund raising, but that was never the STDs intent

"W ust want 10 keep outsiders out,” STD president

Larn Extra Incomelll

L=

Rick Pitrowski said at the tame,

Mo. 10 1t's Fum to be at the YMCA

The Village People weren't singing aboutthe YMCA,
but Bloomingdale’s residents were buzzing about it once
they learned a new center was being planned for south
Brandon, Pledge/membership cards were circulated 1o
residents whodid not respond has it was hoped they would,
but thatdidn’1#10p the Y folks from picking Bloomingdale
A% its next locatkon,

The new center would complement the Y's Camp
Cristina, an outdoor YMCA experience south of here off
Boyette Road.

The Y Figures, "IF we build i, they will come, " Mo real
estimate on when folks will be able 1o take advaniage of the
Young Men's Christian Assocination, but guess is, it's still
twr years away. One site that continues (o come up is the
vacanl lod across from the Bloomingdale Litide League on
Culbreath, The new facility is projectad 1o cost 53,5 mil-
licm,

Passing:

« Karen Willis, beloved
computer teacher at Alafia
Elementary, lost her battle
with cancer, A memoral
park is planned &t the school
to honor her memory.

+ Family and friends
mowrned the sudden passing
of East resident Cleve Wil-
son T, an active memberof
his church and community.
» Tragedy struck close (o
home when a fatal accident
took the lives of residents Vincenza Ruiz and her nine-
year-old son Andrew.

* For the family and classmates of six-year-old Nicholas
Faber, Canoga Park Drive at Gamet will remain a sad
remembrance.

Karen Willis

1996 Notables:

* West Resadent Tim Golden for his effonis is making the
park area 4 safer place.
» Center direcior Donna Clonse who finally got o open the

Seo 1996, page 5
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The Bloomingdale Gazette
is looking for "Delivery Kids".
Routes available are:

The Bloomingdale Gazette is

looking for an advertising
representitive.
Must enjoy meeting people.
Flexible hours
Fax resume to 681-2824

or call
681-2051.

«Sandy Creek Drive
*Wynnwood Drive

«Isleton Drive

*Tyndale Drive
*Bloomingdale Estates, No.

For more information call
Ms. Halaufia at 661-6707.
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Bloomingdale 996 Retrospective

county”s newest rec cenier i her very
v COITLETHETN LY.

« Dick Hamilton, Fox Bun resident who
worked tirelessly to find oul everything
there wits 1o know ahout reclamed wi-
(Cr.

« Jenna O Keefe, who organized the
clean-up of Friendship Pond behind her
Sandy Creék home.

« Rick Pitrowski, et al. were Mmﬁﬂ
in having school bus stops moved away
from communify entrances 50 kids
wouldn®t blogk intersectiong of be
tempied 1o play in the landscaping or ko
destroy signage.

« BHA President Randy Wolfe was
glected
peesident of
1he Brandon
Fresidents”
Foundeable.
« PFTAs win
SLatE, county
awards.
Alafia re-
ceived the
Local Unit
Achieve-
ment Awand
{rom the Flerida State PTA for the thind
consecudive year, and Lithin Springs was
reamid the best PTA in thé cournity.

« Rl n,mmmu_d:itc Easlrmﬂll:nl i"-im:l::w

Randy Wolfe

Matthew
Auslin’s

winning
poster

Austin's seai bell awarensss posies won
best in the stale,

« Resident John Hughes gradoated first
in his classatthe U.S. Military Academy
al West Point.

« Talented resident Skye Perry won the
Ruth Eckerd Hall Youth Scholirship
aw el

» Resadent Kimberly Blanchird was
chosen Ouistanding Graduating Female
Leader at the University of Florida,

= Sme Allem, resident artisi, won the
highest honor at the Brandon Leagoe of

Suea Allen

Fine Ars fall show.

« Judy Kiser of West whe organized her
neighborhood's first block party - recog-
nized because more neighborhood func-
tions. are needed for a happy, healthy,
involved community.

Happy New Year from the
staff of The Bloomingdale

Gazelie

Bits and
Pieces

Around Bloomingdale

who attended to sign, The card and a

Resident Fhﬂ‘lﬂﬂl’ﬂp her donation fram the Davis’ were coninb-

Work Exhibited uted to the Children"s Miracle Metwork
on behalfl of the people of atended the

By Gazere Stall gathering.
ﬂjn Display “| think that in tday’s impersonal
The photographic collection of Betsy wieldl, this idea of “neighbors” isn’t as

strong as it should be,” Davis said. "
would like to strengthen the concepl of
neighborhood.™

Get Culture

Dinner thealer and  harber shop
cinging highlight the culiural events at
Center Place next mondh,

The 1997 Dinner Theater scason
begins in Febraary 8 CenterPlace with
“Love Letiers” just in time for
Yalentine”s Day,

Stage Door Community Theatre,
will present “Love Letiers™ ina-5:30
matine: on Feb. 9 and evening shows
Feb. 8, 14 and 15 a1 8:00. A dinner
Baffet will be offered one hour prior o
each show.

Reserved seating 15 520 4 person
for dinner and the show, The reservation
dendline if Feb. 4 for the shows on the
Hih and 9th, and Feb, 11 for the shows
oa the 14th and 15th.

For infoemation, call 685-8588.

The Center Sounds scnes will
featwre i Barber Shop Quaret on Sun-
day, Feb, 16at 3 p.my There s nocharge
fioe theevent, bot dise to limited seating
tickels are required. They are avimlable
intheCenter Placeoffice, Refreshments

Enow will be on display during January &1
Center Place. Me. Snow isa Bloomingdale
resident having relocated from the Jack-
sonville area. She specializes in amistic
portraiture of familics, individuals and
children created in the natuml environ-
ek

Mz, Snow began by studying for two
years under a prominent masser phologra-
pher before beginning her own business.
She has won local and statewide awerds for
herexcellence in photographic poririture,

Holiday Thank-you

Michael and Judy Davis

MAIN OFFICE - For Information - 654-2323 —
APOLLO BEACH = 220 APOLLD BEACH BLVD ...t BdE-1409
BLOOMINGDALE - ROYAL DAKS SHOPPING CTH - LITHIA PINECREST AD..... 654-8113
BLOOMINGDALE - 3513 BELL SHOALS RD; AT &, OF DLODMMNGOALE AVEL. oo B54-93592
BRANDON = GAK PARK PLAZA - T1T W, LUBSDEN BD.. ... e . BE4-5E4Y
BRANDON - PUBLIEL DGES SHP 50 CHTR - 513 W, BRANDON BLVD.............. - ERA-4499
HORTH BAANDON - KINGESWAY PLAZA - 1213 KINGSWAY AVE
SEFFMER. - HOATH SROVE PLAZA - 1515 Parsons Ave., 5. -
VALRICO - VALRICD SOUARE - 1685 EBRANDOM BLVD. .. .. iinan

N EE - O = -

SHIRTS LAUNDERED |

VALID ON INCOMING QRDERS QHLY, LIMIT 10,

will be provided.

The musical seleciions will show-
casethe talents of quartst members who
have been in natonal and iniemational
competition, and have camed severil
top 10 rankings.

Michael and Judy Daviz hosted a
Chrstmas gathering for their neighbors
and clients at their home in The Gneens on
Dee. T,

As part of the festivities, Davis pur-
chased a large Christmas card for those

BLOUSES, POLO & BOXED SHEATS EXTHA
Walid witth coupon.
Mot valld with ﬂﬂmm of o 8200 linems.
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Calling All Winter and Spring Brides

Your wedding can be prominently and elegantly displayed
in
The Bloomingdale Gazette, _
If you, your parents or in-kaws are a Bloomingdale resident and you have a spring or
summer wedding planned, please call us and we will mail our wedding form to you -
You may complete the form and return it to our office with a photograph during the
wedding month, -

Elmmhﬂmmmmnd;lﬂam"d have a keepsike to add to your
wedding memories.

Best of all - 1¢'s Free! i e o
ma-mmnmwmmmm
i_m.,hh::ﬂaﬂ.hﬁa,mmqrmmﬂm_-;ih;.mqﬁmmmnu;
your name ind ddress. We will mail a form to you immediately. - :

22 s
Name i o : ; : . i !
{ﬁrﬂulnd:[ruuu.ﬁrnudhﬂm} e R - .
: . : 2
City. State  ZipCode N

(ifaddress is out of town, please ALSO give address of Bloomingdate resident).

Local telephan e ]feddhgmu:

Kid$ Kalendar Rated 6

Children's Theater

Siages Prodoctions returns to Center
Place with a musical presentation of “Jack
and the Beanstzlk™, There will be a daytime
show on Jan. 33 ar 9:30 a.m, and evening

introduce the audience v Huck Finn, the
Little Mermaid, Peter Pan, Red Riding
Hood and many other famous charcters,
insparing children 1o discover the joy of

performances on Jan, 24 and 31 7 p.m. reading on their awn.

Children will meet a tap dancing goose, The program is free, but tickets must
asinging wind-up harp, and a loveahile gentle  be obuxined al Center Place because seat-
giant with an Amold Schwarzenegger voice. ing is limited.

The colorful cast outwits the evil Baron and Badge Workshops
the play ends with a fresh twist, Boy and Girl Scouts can investigate
Tickets for the play, which is recom- the wondersof science in workshops atthe

mended for children 3 and up, are $2.50 5
person and must be purchased in advance.

Coming in Febnary will be a perfor-
mance of “Thres Little Pigs™ on the 28th.
Reading Adventures

Nationally acclaimed actor, singer and
guitarist, John Fogany, will lead children on
a musical adventure when librarizn ‘Wil
Reade and his puppet pal, BW, host Adven-
tures by the Book on Jan. 122t 2:30 3 Center
Place,

Reade and his bookworm boddy wall

Muscumof Science and Industry that ful il
badge requirements, Workshops are held
Saturdays 10a.m. wnoonor | o3 pm.and
Sundays 1103 pm. Costis 5104 scout. A
munimym of 15 scouls is required.

Jan. 18 - (Boy Scows) General Sci-
ence; Jan. 19 - (Brownic Girl Scouts)
Science Wonders; Jan. 20 - (Junior Girl
Scouts) World of Today & Tomorrow
Dabbler; Jan, 25 - (Bear Cub Scouts)
Adrerafl; Jan. 26 - (Wolf Cub Scouts)
Machine Power,

Is your child caught
in a failure chain?

Your child may need help with weak study skills or
poor reading or math skills. He or she may be
unmotivaied or lack confidence, despite a good L0,
Our cenified teachers help children overcome
: frustration and failore, A few hours a week
Basic Skifs | can help gain the Educational Edge.

Individual testing and tutering in
Reading, Study Skills, Writing; Phonlcs,
Spalling, Math and SAT/ACT prep,

681-1500

Brandon

NTINGTON
\ LEARNING
£ CENTER

Fesier elvle eamn e

Move Forward In

The New Year

By Ellen Stovacek

It's & new year. Indeed, nearly a new
millennium., A new vear offers each of us a
new beginning. And by the looks of my
somewhat crowded aerobics class this
moming, I can see that there are many of us
who feel it is dme 1 move onward and
uprwisnd... or at lzast not “outward " snymaore,

A few years ago, I heard a universal
truth that stuck in my mind. And when I pe
discouraged, [ think of this truth:

“lidoesn’tmatter where you are on the
continuum oflife, but the directionin which
you are moving.”

[ like that. When I look hack at all the
mistakes I made Last year, and all the goals
that were not achieved, Tuke solace in the
thought that ot beact T iried. And though 1
didn't attain perfection in any particular
area, L can ar least say [ am closer to some
of my goalsthan | waz List vear, yos, maybe
I'minching my may towarda goal, bat I am
geting closer oil It's a heck of a kot better
than hacksliding.

Maybe for soane of you, as you begin
1997, you are in the middle of & divarce.
Your marriage is hopelessly lost, That's
okay. AL least you are doing something
about it. Onward and upward on the con-
tinuum! Over the next year you can inch
your way mio better relationships, Take
sock of where you are right now and move
Forward.

Thereare probably many of us({ [ have
to include mysell in this Erowp} who are,
let’s say, not quite the pictare of healgh,
That's okny. I kave a good friend who af
this time last year was 100 pounds over-
weight. On the “picture of good health”
continuum, be was lagging way behing,
But he staried walking every day and
monitoring his eating habits. Slowly a
first, then faster and faster, he starsed
shedding weight. Today, a yvear later, he is
100 pounds lighter, Atthe beginning of Lst
year, [ wanted to lose 10 pounds, Guess
what? Al the beginning of this year, 1 still
want i lose 10 pounds. T may have been
farther abead on thal continuum of good

healththan my friend, bothe was headed
in the right direction. He kept moving
and passed me, even though I had & 90-
pound héad sian,

“lt doesn't matter where you are
ot the contimuiwm of life, but the direc-
tin b whick you are moving.”

I have one last thought for you 1o
ponder &5 you take stock of whers vou
are and where you want 1o be this time
next year. [ beard a friend in oarchurch
ORCe 53y, "Thahmurynﬁ]ugmpetis
that you don'thave 1o be what vou are.”
That's what repentance is all about.
Changing yourself for the begter. The
Lord will help you with that, becanse
He wanis you 1o be the best you can be.
Anything is possible with His help,
even eveninal perfection,

Happy New Year and may God
bicas you in your affons,

Now here's what's happening...

The Women in Focus Ministry of
the Bell Shoals Baptist Church, 2100
Bell Shoaks Road, invite all area women
1o their Toesday morming Fruitful Hands
Craft clags. A different craft is made
cach week. Sampie crafis and supply
lists are wvailable at the display hoard
Incated in the concourse near the Spe-
cial Events Center. Child care is avadl-
ahke at no charge with reservations re-
quired one week in sdvance. Call
Cynthia Alford at 651-5561 for more
information.

The Singles Ministry of First Bap-
tist Church, 216 N, Parsons, is begin-
ning a “Dealing with Divorce” work-
shop. The vi:lmg:iss.“ﬂnhuihﬁnglhr:
Castle That Has Come Down™ and Jim
Smokes' book, “Growing Through Di-
vorce™ will be osed. The small group
sessions will be conducted by trained
leaders. The series will be ecach
Wedneaday through Feb, 12, Classes
are 6:15 10 8 p.m. and child care will be
provided at no exira cost. All sessions
will be held in the Swone House s 108
Sadie Streer. For informution, call 689-
1204,

Brandon Academy
PRIVATE SCHOOL

FULLY ACCREDITED BY
THE FLORIDA COUNCIL OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
AND
FLORIDA KINDERGARTEM COUNGIL

Academic Excellence For Over 25 Years
* Kindergarten Through Eighth Grade
= Small Classroom Environment

= Extra Cumicular Activities
= Before and After School Care

Fs

Now accapling applications for testing for Jan. 18, and Ezh, 232,

81 Limona Road » Brandon, FL. 33510

689-1952

Teresa (Terry) Curry-Administrator
The Acdesry doaw non diserimesain on the Baziy o4 TEe, s, nutional o eibnic meigin

hilp://net2«netace.net/'swabchaffiuntim
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Gator
Tales

PTA Plans New Playground
By (razetee Stall

Alnfia"s PTA board has selected as its major projectof
the year building a playground forall grade level students.

But the expense is more than they can handie so the
FTA is looking for business parinerships o hedp fund the
badly needed playground equipment. Currendly, only a
haskethall court exists for older children.

“There is not a real playground,” PTA president
Michelle Cobesanti said, “Everybody needed everything,
but we decided o do something for the children for &
change.”

An existing playground is for kindergarten children
only. It consisis of crawl-through whes, a balance beam,
and monkey bars,

“We need Larger equipment for the older children,”

Colezanti said.

She siated the PTA can afford between 55,000 and
£10,0000f the cost of aquipment, bat that lurger equipment
will cost more, Already, Bauch and Lombe has made &
51,000 contribution.

The sdea fora playground came from Principal Tanley
Cabrera, who wits an assistant principal at Seffner Elemen-
Ly, School before she was promoled.

AlSelfner, the school was awarded 2 335,000 grani to
purchise equipment foc & playground for special needs
children, The school also has a full-sized playground for its
other students.

“We hope to have it in by the end of the year,”
Colesanti said. “It ook & couple of years at Seffner.”

Colesanti zaid board members will be meeting with
Cabrera on Jan. 13 to distuss nesds and cosis.

January is when everyone takes Lime (o recover from
Christmas. But one PTA iem on tp isa Pizza Dinner and
Bake Sale Jan_ 23. It will be held in the school cafeteria
from 5 o 7 p.m. Parents shoald look for detzils 1o come
home with their student.

oqa

i
Lithia
Lynx & 2%

Mrs. Terrell Top Teacher
By Ron Pogorzelski

While shopping for gifis at Bandon TownCenter last
monih, & teacher mentioned 1o n young sales mirl that she
iaughi st Lithin Springs Elementary School,

“Then you must know Mrs, Terrell wha is my all-tima
favoriteteacher, " said the young sales clerk. *'T made up my
mind many vears ago [ was going o be just like hee, T

graduate in elementary education this coming semaster
and she iz still my idol.”

No greater compliment can be paid a teacher than ko
be emulated.

Linda Temell, 2 second grade teacher, is Lithia
springs Elementary Teachér of the Year, A dedicaied
veteran of 75 years, her enthusiasm for ieaching and love
of children have pever waned.

Admired by her colleagues, she 15 described as
“quiet, organized and very effective,”

“Observe her at work or talk o her siudents.” one

teacher commented. “and you'll know that she i i=acher
of the year, She inspires her studends,"”

Alafia Award Winners

Alafia Elementary School annouced its inaugural Al-
ligator Excellence in Educaton Award winners for the first
grading period last month. Students in grades one through
five, who, during the first prading period have schieved all
A’ andd hive maintained appropriace behavioml standards
eamed the award and are as follows:

Grade 1 - William Alsenberg, Lauren Bailey, Suke
Benson, Thomas Berlacher, Stacey Bordalo, Andrew
Bottoms, Ryan Boyette, Jewel Brown, Nick Bucholz,
Taylor Caplinger, Olivia Chaires, Moggie Coker, Jordin
Corder-Wolle, Whitney Cull, Kendric Cummins, Payl
Davis, K. K. Engram, Wesley Faulk, Brittany Francis,
Emily Frazier, Adam Biovino, Alexandra Glover,
Cameron Gordon, Matthew Hamm, Zeina Hashini,
Jared Holme, Melanie Hoos, Megan Hudson, Brian
Inch, Alex Kacer, Anthony Lobascio, Angeling Lalima,
Dustin Mattingly, Rachel Maxwell, Daniel McClellan,
Caitlin Montalde, Hannah Morgan, Kelsey Nelson,
Melissa Nichols, Nicole Ortega, Thanyevia Pollard,
Lakery Reese, Lindsay Riches, Kelli Serio, Bailey
Shertzinger, Jenna Simonson, Sam Singletary, Abigail
Smith, Ashley Squires, Tina Trice, Kandace Valentine,
Jordain Whatley, Amy Williams, Jamie Wood, and
Kristen Woodberry,

Grade 2 - Lauren Ashley, Nicolas Astore, Meagan
Baytarian, Paul Bovetts, Exequicl Bravo, Ben Brekhus,
Eachel Brunson, Cameron Bullock, Melizea Chidos, James
Clark, Angelina Dale, Victoria Dale, Thomas Desmond,
Daniella Echols, Robert Ferdinand, Tara Fowke, Timothy
Genzs, Kristin Gocomin, Brittany Hill, Derek Hirsch, Janelle
Karlen, Rachel Kelly, Kyrsten Lo, Alexander Lewis, John
Lockeu, Michae]l McConville, Sherrick McFarlane, Mat-
thew Miller, Shannon Moore, Bradley Myers, tyler Myers,
Jasmine Oliver, Sarah Paguin, Stephanie Piotrowski, David
Placke, Keloey Primiano, Richard Riopel, Lauren Romero,
Elizabeth Rossi, Jourdan Santome, Bradley Schneider,
Eriea Scholl, Cynthia Scott, Kristen Shader, Tiffany Shan-
non, Mitchell Shipman, Anna Shirina, Kyle Simpson,
Darin Smith, Myles Strong, Sarah Sullivan, Elyse
Srcepanski, Shannan Stewant, Kaitlyn Tomlinson, Kelsey

Vadelusie, and Lagren W
i WYL See AWARD, page 8
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Cosmetic and General Dentisiry
* Porcelain Veneers - Bleaching
« Cosmetic Bonding = Crown & Bridge
All performed in a safe,
comfortable, gentle setting.

BEAUTIFUL SMILES!

710 Qakfield Driva, Sute 251
Brandon, FL 33511

SMILE WRIGHT |||
653-1455 =

Diane Wright, D.M.D.

Bulletin Board

Dates To Note: e

Mail Boxes Etc? is

The Post Office
Alternative®

SHIPPING *COPTES
OVERNIGHT *PACKAGING FAX
PACKING SUPPLIES  +MAIL SERVICES  -OFFICE SUPPLIES

OPEN SUNDAY! Hours: M-F 8-7, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-4

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
SINCE 1987!!

Bloomingdale Square
£13 E. Bloomingdale Ave.
(Wal-Man Shopping Cir.)

689-4998

MAIL BOXESETCY

STAMPS

Soe & Jim l-hul.'-rn.!gi:
Orwners
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Jun. 17 - Student holiday 5
, Jan. 20 - School holiday :
.Iu.ﬂ I'Iﬂ!l’rdn: -
© Jan.31-Elementary report cards i
Feh. 6 - mnr:nﬂnrﬂl i _
HWM}MSM!; the band. :
H Iﬂimt“!pnﬁtnudﬂnthﬂﬂ“- "i'mhupnlhuﬁmmm
huﬂﬂﬁnhnghndhmuﬂr pm#ﬁmmmmywh&mﬂ:p-=
m:hyﬂﬂmﬁhammmsmnd- ance have played an instrument, sl
Evening Hours by Appointment band. have it and might be willing i donate
The schoal is particularly in nesd itto the schoal for use by our sudents,”
nfnutmmmummw he said. ;
- Some Instruments exist from an origi- Thiose wishing to donate ms-
nal boys' hand started at the school in ments or who seek additional infor-
the 19305, butm:nyirein*pmrﬂupe mation should contact the school at
“and repair cosis are prohibitive, said  626.6101,

Smart Move.

H&R Block is pleased to announce our recant move,
Look for us at our new location:

Bioomingdale Square
911 East Bloomingdale Avenua
Brandon; Florida
(813) 681-9379

You'll find that bringing your 1ax refums 1o our new
office'is really one smari move.

H s R BLOCK

PREMIUM
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Bulls’ Teams Tops At Diadora P

o
mrngdah'ss'

By Gazerre StalT

It was a virual Bull-rush ar the prestigious Disdora
Classic Soccer Toumnament in December. Bloomingdale
leams were bullish on opponents capturing both the bovs
and girls championships in one of the most elite soecer
showenses in the stale,

The Bloomingdale boys won the thind annual event in
i4-1 victory againg cross 1own rival Gaither, while the
girls remamed undefeaed with a 5-1 victory again Lake-

land Fenking in the maneural urmament for girls,
Mart Lepley put the Bulls on top 1-0'on an unassisted

goal, then scored again before the game ended. Chris
Ceatlyn, the wumaments MYP, scored his eighih goal in
five marches, while Jestin Wilson also contributed 1o the
e, Becmsse the toumament 5 elite, it atiracts many
college scouls and the competition 15 such that each year

. acaleblal.
team captured the Diadora Classic among a field of the state’s elfte teams.

travel glong Canoga Park daily with 85 percent
driving at a rate bebow 37 mph. But vehicles have
been clocked ashigh a2 49 mphin the 25-mph zone,

He also indicated funds are available through
the residential traffic control program for sidewalks.

“Residential waffic control is renowned for
speed humpe.” said Tim Golden, who has spear-
headed the safety efforts. “but they can also affect
all sorts of other measures.,

“They are an agency that has fonding for
sidewalks, but I don't know how much attention
sadewalks will ges when they're used to potting in
bBompes.™

Crolden earlier stated some 532,000 is neaded
forcement alone, and Commissioner Dottic Berger
carhier spid county parks and recreation would
install the sidewalks if the funds coald be found for
miterials.

R o BT o ¥ Pl

“MacDonald
Plumbing

Hepipe
¥ Special
We Specialize in
Hot & Cold Repipe
Garantead to beat any leansed plumier

Top Quality Work
5."‘-"“'@-'\:“-\..-...ﬁ“.-%-_‘é____.\_....\,..\_..: ate ooty

;g;é_iiii?%iﬁﬁs}s bout:

 Under Sink Drinking Water

e o

- Purification Systems

SRR SeEsE R HEEe

different classifications,

Former chamrons in the boys toumament included
Bloomingdale, Berkeley Prep, Jesuit and Clesrwoter
Ceneral Catholic,

The girls' event presented similar compettion in-
cluding state semi-finalisis Tampa Prep and Berkeley
Prep and several region finalists and semifinalists.

Annie Ruiz paced the girls victory with 2 poks, Also
sconng were Pam Matiheus, Lauren Danielek and Jana
Escribano,

“The reason for the (girls) tournament is 1o play the
toughest competition we can,” said co-grganizer Dick
Sheffield. “So when we go up against wams like Jack-
sonville Bolles we ar2 prepared,”

Foar All Youwr Plumbling Meeds Call:

AWARD, from page 7

Grade 3 - Amgelica Albrecht, Lacey Angerosa,
Mathew Anthony, Heasther Asplund, Matthew
Beaudreault, Lee Anne Bowers, Steven Cowing, Audrey
Coyne, Christinag Crawford, Christabelle Darby, Alex
Deakman, Tach Delagrange, Micole Dulaney, Caitlin
Duncan, Jennifer Earle, Rachelle Gardow, Carmine
Giarding, Joshua Gillen, Kylee Gilman, Johnny
Goodrich, Cydney Greene, Daniel Horn, Melissa Isabel,
Stephanie Kacer, Caitlin Kelly, Cherry Kim, JafT Lan,
Jessicn Lumsden, Morgan McClain, Mark McShera,
Ramon Mekndez, Greta Morgan, Lauren Morrow,
Roger Nehanl, Kim Ronichiera, Linda Rackauskas,
Michael Rumfelt, Daniel Segarra, Joey Serock, Sarah
Shirina, Josh Simpson, MNick Stickeler, Andrew

681-2626

Licansad-Bondad-Insured
Lic, #CFC 051643

Stoutenburg, Catherine Tiso, Hesther Todd, Jessica
Trawrig, Kevin Tressel, Robert Vidal, Mark

Waeltermann, and TaHara Williams. L .

Grade 4 - Jason Boslaugh, Megan Fast, Christopher | [ $ IUG OFF
Monson, Allison Perkins, Trisha Phillips, Jillian Primiano, - ;
Kevin Savage, Paria Shirzadi, Meghan Tomlinson, David Towards Any Repipe
Vassalowi, Chelsea Woodcock, and Cameron Worden.

Grade 5 - Brittany Anderson, Austin Cooley,
Roxanne Gilmore, Nicole Paquin, Lisa Puckeit, Shan-
non Rodgers, Jennifer Romanski, Annemarie Rossi,
Ryan Smtih, Ryan
StaufTer, Jill Traurig,
Jennifer Waller and
Nicholas Zurasky.

ddddeddddddddidddddddd
Bisomingdale Residen

Quality Learning Environments Year!!!.
Start 1997 off right with an exciting offer from

Primary Prep!

First: Sign your child up now through January 31, 1997 and
receive half off your enrollment fee! That's a $25.00 value!!

Second: When you register your child by January 31, 1997,
you also receive your 4th week FREE! What a great savings

right after the holidays!

Go ahead! Make the change! Come see what Primary Prep

iz all about!

Now enrolling infants through after-schoolers. Full and
part-time programs available.

* WEDDINGS & BIRTHDAYS x BANQUETS
* CORPORATE FUNCTIONS % ANNIVERSARIES
X GOLF AND TENNIS OUTINGS

ARAARSEAAGARAAARAdAARRE AR

Hours ¥ am to & pm

654-1942 '“"E LIC # C-He-183

dddddddaddddddddddddddddndddddidddddan

— RIVER HILLS

Primary Prap Pre-School .
Erimty Prip Fred Beorigiistves | OWN®IS: Christine Terrell 3
e ot Uﬂl-lhﬂmi“ ~_ Robert Terrell

s ‘ Directar:  Gall Smellwood

Call 653-1554 , Ext. 39 For
Reservations and Information
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sporis Salute

Individual Efforts
The Pride of ‘96

1996 may have been shom on state
champions from Bloomingdale, but big
on pride with some outstanding individual
sccomplishmcnis,

Golfer Beth Baver was the only state
champion. She led the Bulls 1o & ope-
stroke siale viclory against county rival
Chamberlain, Baver , who is the No, 2
ranked amateur in the nation also was
namied the state"s Golfer of the Year,

Bauer had the only par of the two-day
iornament, shooting two rounds of 72,
Contributing tothestate title were Jennifer
Canter, Jamie McGuiness and Katie
Mayerl.

In softhall, the girls won district with
8 212-4 record and Natslie Deckert's 80
shutowt arainst Serasoda Riverview in the
championship game,

Baoth the boys and pirls were district
champions in track and ficld. The boys
were led by two-evenl winners Brian
Surey and Sean Gilman, Surcy Caplured
e 1 10-meter high hurdles and 300 inter-
mediate hurdles and Gilman won the 1600
and 3200 meter runs (o lead a field of nine

first-place finishers. And finally, the Bulls boys and Jan. 17 Plant City
T'-'!'D"j":ﬁ.'l' MVP F.-m“_'f Junss led Ei"—"-ﬂllﬂd'ﬂ it a double .'L,:u“-}, in soccer Jan, 21 L.l'tﬂ-

Bleamingdale o a district championship at the annual Disdora Classic, Jun. 28 =t,"'=ma

in soccer, Befare being eliminated in the In youth sports... i:\;. il ::gmﬂ S :;]1

regionals, the Bulls had compiled a 17-1
record and Fanss was named s Parade All-
American,

Inwrestling, Josh Latham, adistrict

and regional champ, finished third in
the state in the 125-pound weight class.

This fall, the boys cross country
ieam exrned its first teip to siate, Sean
Gilman won districts and regignal
lithes before finiching a disappointing
1%9th while running with the flu,

The girls wese the only 6A team in the
county to qualify for state, but no ryn-
ners meddabed,

The volleyball Bulls ended their
fall season with a 19-10 record and
were region runncr-op. In swimming
jumior Summer Washburn won dis-
wricts and was second in the state in fwo
events - the 200 individual medley and
100-yard backstroke, She aleo swam a
leg of the second place 200-yard
medley relay team with Stephanie
Reich, Jennifer Handley and
Carrianne Vaughan, The same irls
finighed seventh in the 400-yard
freestyle. Michsel Ames” kas chance
ata stawe diving utle were eliminated
when hebroke hisbeg fora zecond time
befiore the stan of the scason.

The Bloomingdale girls softball
l2ams - mings, major and seniors -
mads 4 clean swesp of District 13
champitnships,

Bulls’ Athletic Calendar

Boys' Basketball
Jan. 16 at Plani City
Jan. I8 at Chamberlain
Jan. 23 Hillsborough
Jan. 25 af Leio

Jan. 27 at Brandon
Jan. 3 Gaither
Feb.1 at King
Feb.3 Plant City
Feh. 6 Chamberiain

Girls® Baskethall
Jan. 17 at Hillsborough
Jan. 21 &t Brundon
Jan. 24 at Gaither
Jan. 28 at Leto

Jan. 31 Plant City
Feb.d4 at Chamberiain
Feb.7 Hillsborough

Boys® & Girls® Soccer
Jan. 16 Hillshorough
Jan. 17 a1 Chambertain
Jan. 21 at Plant City

Jan. 24 Brandon

Girls' games 5:30: Boys 7:30
Fridays - 6:30 & 8:30 3y .-i'I "
Saturdays - 1 & 3 p.m.

Wrrestling

Feb. 3-8 Districts

Ed Rabal, DMD ||.
4 £ Gazette
65 4"3 3 99 “ has an
- i
GENTLE DENTAL CARE iz by o °"::ﬂ'f§,:';’“
= SR B el | Sonia M. Ruiz, M.D.| sales
 NEW PATIENTS ONLY, 17 Pediatrician rﬂprﬂgl;rllltﬂtlvﬂ-
| I"tr{}duﬂ{}rjr Offer! Featuring the finest medical 681-2051
I DENTAL I L cdre for: if interested.
* Infanis Flexible
' EXAMINATION ] ||, + Children schibiiie: J
| % J » Adolescents community
« ’ rientated and
e L | Most health plans accepted. i m;::
or 525 i family mamber
e ki vl " 684-1881 i I
| I“ﬁ"n”’;“zs J 4316 Bell Shoals Road |
I : illage Cent
| *Comprehensive Oral : Yy 681-2051
| Exam (00110) —_—
4 Bite-Wing X-Rays ! | [
I (00272) | YOU'RE IN GOOD HANDS WITH )
| «Cleaning (001110) | ®
Insurance Accepted | *Consultation With | A I 'SIHIE
| Doctor {ggzﬂ} |
— Yalid For A% Family Membars, We Sell Homeowners and
This office meets or exceeds all government required standards for sterilization, Alltﬂmnhi le IHSUI'EII]CE,
sl R less of Drivineg R
B2 e @0 T Egmﬂm?-ﬂPri::':r]:'“'i:lairr:'lgs g
3646 Lithia Pinecrest Road, Valrico '
¢ patient and any other person responsible for payment has the Fight tix refuse h’?_F:-'-Hrrhl o DDN BUA STE-‘FE BRIG GS
# reimberued r-:-:_‘!n}men:l'nf any other seevicn, exeminasim or treaunen which iy perfﬂ-nnmp::}?Fuh :
e s S e el GRS Eitmmea 681-5303
R Allnalnn l:_ul.trl.m: Co. and Allstate Life Tnsurancs i
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Beal Estate Moves
Pride Of

Ownership...
Price Insurance

By Michael Davis

Ever been 1o a flea marketT liems of every type, size
and wariety can be purchased there at bargain prices. Did
you ever stop o think about the reason prices are 50 low?
Every item for sale ata flea market is offered “as i5". The
mide of the day is “caveal empior” - let the buyer beware,

This what-you-see-is-what-you-gel atmosphere is
refbecied in the prices. After afl, if every em were clean,
showed pride of ownership, and was in perfect working
condition, o higher price would be asked. But, there is
andther fnctor which affects the prices fouand st flea mar-
kets - suspicion. Buyers, nol being sure about the e
condition of items being conssdered, offer even less tham
the bargain pricés - jusi in case the item doesn’t work
properly.

In contrast, consider what woulk] happen of a dealer
offered like-newr items, at 3 fair price, in their ongimal
cartons, from & booth that was both eye-catching and cleagn,
Wheat if buryers had a chaice between bwo stems of the same.
manufaciue and model? One sparkles, shines and waorks
lkee naw, whibe the other i in undesermined condition,
obviously someons's discand,

If comparably priced, which nem would you pur-
chase? The message may be the same when buying and
zelling & home. Home buyers are atiracied (o 2 home that
glows with pride of ownership. They see themselves en-
joving life in 8 Tome that is fresh, clean and in perfect
condition. They will pay full price for that home if it is
priced fairly - neither abowe nor below “fairmarket valpe. "™

On the other hand, buyers sttracted (o a home in
queestionable condition may reactquites differcntly. 1t is not
uncammon for buyers to offer 52,000 leas than the zsking
price for every 5100 in needed repairs. Sclling a home “as
ie"" can trigger thie lea market, bargain hunter mentality in
mipst buyers. A sipnificantly loweer sale price may result.

Selling your home soon? Arm vourselfwith a thorowugh
understanding of your home's condition, and the effectit
may hawve on prospective buyers, Ask yoar real estale agent
to- perform an unbiased “walk-through” of vour home
followed upby awritien listof suggestions (o IMpProve your
home's “huyer appeal” or better yet, ask them to provide a
video tape on preparing your home for sale,

Tax Topics

What’s New For 1997

By Robert J. Morris, CPA

Yes, there are new laws affecting ym::uhﬂnlr
iy I:neginnmg:u 1997,

.. Beginning Jam. 1, there now mﬂﬂﬂ!d-umrum
iﬂﬂ'ﬂtﬂ for an TRA contribution on behalf of a non-
l.';!hng.q:l:rusﬁ. Uppto and inchisding 1996, only 3250
was permitted but now that has been changed such

that vou nuymdndmtunan 1997 for IRA

coatributions for all mamied conples.

There now is relief in the area of adoption tax

credits which has been long-awaited. B:glnmnglm
1, there is & tax cn!adha]lmrﬂl per child oo certain
approved expenses incorred with the adoption of a
domestic or foreign child. Then up to $6000 in tax
Mniwmwmmmmm
lmalwmy[nnmdmmmdmmhmr
cases of adoption to come to fruition in the futire.
Also, there isan exc lusion smountof up 1o $5000 paid

by the emplayer under a nun-:h:a;:muum adoption

asgistance plon for employers.
The so-called loxury tax will begin 1o phase oot

in 1996 and gradually over time be climinated in the

year 2003, | hope the cost of these items will Hkewise
hereduced each yearin tandem with the Lix decrease.

 The self-employed individual can deduct an ever-
increasing amount over 10 years of healih insorance
mmimwﬂﬂpmm:n the vear W06 Ao businesses
can increase their clective cost write-off of new
Equ:pmmwnmmﬂm]tnmmy 15517.500

e

i

o

in 1996 but gradually Increases o 525,000 1 the

- new insurance policies will also be fimited w only

year 2003, Also, a restricted class of self-employed
m[the_ﬂﬂcmmrummn} SIVINES SCCOARL
mﬁwwhmwn@mm
nmummg:ﬂm plans with under 50 employées. The

?ﬂmﬂphﬂlnwmm Affter the year 2000,
- Congress will evaloate the pﬂupm]n:mﬂdmd:
its foture.

- Beginning this ﬂar.-}h:rn may withdraw fimds
from your IRA to pay medical expenses in excessof
the: 7 172 percent limitation and avoid the 10 percent
penalty (but not the income wx). If any of thess
1opdcs appear 1o benefit you, then mnta:wnwm:
. advisor on its full benefit 1o you.

hndli_mlljr Congress has passed a bill labeled
as the Taxpayer Bill of Rights which has over 40
ﬂmmm:ht:m in which you deal with the
TRS. Most ﬂﬂﬂmml’wuma:uwhmh ishen-
eficial to usall,

l‘.}mmﬂpf advice, however, istni;nntmym
tax prolessional whenever you receive ANY com-
municition fom chiqsm ¥ou havenew improved
Teghis hm:ﬂmnfmmmﬁgrgﬁmlm:ifymﬂu
nod follow the leter of the new law, Your fax
professional should be wware of yourrights toacton
youir behalf for your bea results!
 Miake sure your representative is qualified be-
fore, during and afier IRS complications amive,

ROBERT
MORRIS

C.P.A, P.A.

"Professional
Accounting &
Tax Service"

- TAX SERVICE
« BOOKKEEPING
« MANAGEMENT SERVICES
« ELECTRONIC FILING
DIRECTLY TO IRS
‘DAY & EVENING
APPOINTMENTS

With over 15 years exparience

3302 Bell Shoals

681-4164

SPORTS MEDICINE
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY

BRANDON
ORTHOPEDIC
ASSOCIATES

Laser « Arthroscopic Surgery
Hip & Knee Joint Replacements
Enes = Hand = Pool = Back Surgery
Mini-Incision Carpal Tunnel Relenss
Sports Medicine
John D. Okun, M.D.
Browrd Cartified

Robert J. Maddalon, M.D.,M.S.
Boznd Cenified

Lance T. Sisca, M.D.
Board Cepulied

684-3707
Hours By Appoiniment
T2]1 Robernson Stroet
Brandon, FL 33511

‘u'lllagn Center in Blunmlngﬂaru East

Insurance « Military Insurance - VISA - Maslercard
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Neal A. Stubbs, D.D.S., P.A,
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BHA Meeting

The monthly mesting of the Bloomingdale
Homeowner's Association will be Tuesday, Jan, 14, g
T:30p.m. inthe Community Office, 3244 Lithia Pimecres;
Road, Suite 103, in the Royal Oaks of Bloomingdale,
All dues paying members and new residenis are en-
couraged (o attend, Guests may ask questions or raise
1s5ues al the top of the meeting,

STD Meeiing

The menthiy meeting of the Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District will be Monday, Jan, 13, u 7:30 PIL N
the: Community Of fice located ar 3244 Lithia Pinecrest
Road, Suite 103, in the Royal Oaks of Bloomingdale. A
portion of homegwner property [axes suppoets the STD
which maintains ghe tommoa areas of Bloomingdale.
All homeowners are welcomed I atiend.

Walk Coming to Nature's Way .

On Saterday, Feb, 8, Bloomingdale Eas’s Namre's
Way will be the site of the American Cancer Society's
Anmual Making Strides Against Cancer.

Striders will be walkimg 1o and from Bloomingdale
Exst Park along Mature's Way beginning at 9 am.

Making Strides is a 5-mije move-along-athon that cel-
chrates life through cancer survivarship.

For information, contact the American Cancer Sp-
ciety office at 6850670,

Emergency Services Merged

In one of the most sigmificant County departrmemnt
meTgers insome lime, En'-ergm::.chﬂj::n[Sewice.smd
the Fire Department consolidated operations Jan, |

County Commissioners approved the merger in lage
October naming the new department Fire Rescue,

The merger was recommended in 2 performance
auwdit of the county's public safety functions last sym-
mer. About 70 percent of the calls the Fire Department
recesved were medical emergencies, including autn
accidents. About half of the county ‘s firefighters also
are cenified ag chergency medical echnicians, The
dudit also found 80 percent of the fire depariments in the
country also include EMS personnel: in Hillsborough,
11 fire stations house ambulances.

The merger fs expecied 1o save nearly $350,000
over three years by eliminating duplication and -
solidating cosis for administration, facilities and fleet
maintenance. It brings ogether 439 fire deparimen;
emplovess and 170 EM5 employees, plus some 200 fire
depastment volunteers,

Low-Impact Aerobies

Tracey Shriver teaches low-impact aerobics at the
Bioomingdale Park Wasgt Community Center. Classes
meet Wednesdays and Fridays from & 107 pum. and the
COst is 53 per class. Child care is provided for children
3 and older. Shriver explains there is no Jumping or

Don’t Be A Prisoner
fo High Prices &
Lousy Framing?

e

g
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654-8616
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| =
.

Vandals, from page 1

ST budger

signs,

S75 each, this year alone.

Iogging mvolved. With low-impact atrobics one fool is
always on the ground, Light weights and floor work are
also used,

For information, call 744-5607.

Spanish Lessons

Conversational Spanish classes will Fesume at the
Bloomingdale Park Wmt‘mununiryﬂm[crin January,
Classes will mest every Tuesday from 6 1o 0 p.m.

For information call 744-5007 after 1 p.m.

Farents Help Group

Parents Anonymous is a self. -help group for parens
who have lost, or feel they are losing control of theiy
children. Groups meet in Valrico on Thursdiys eve-
nmgs from 7 o E:30 pIn. at area churches, The meetings
are free. For information call 251-80380.

Recyele Computers

The county has begun a program, “Computers for
Kids,” that involves collecting computers 1o place in
recreation centers and later in libraries for kids 1o wse
during afier schaal and SEMMEr programs,

Since the program began in April, donations have
dropped off, There is nocertain typeof computer that the
County 15 looking for. Software and programs also are
dtceptable donmtions.

Compurers can be dropped off ag (he Parks and
Recreation Depariment”s maAinlenance umiton 78th 5
and the Crosstown Expresaway or a any of several
libraries including the Main Library downtown ar 90
™. Ashley Drive, For information call 744-5815 or 273-
3652.

I0 replace or repair damaped propeny,
These funifs come from the 580) per
houschold that mukes up the 300,000

Already this year, another S4.000 1o
53,000 is being zpent 1o reploce four
signsat Fairway Manars, The letters have
been stolen enough times 1o warrant i
change in the make-up of the Eigns.

“I"'m tired of replacing Jestess ™ said
Dewney, who stasd COmposiie wood
signs like the ones at Oak Crest will be
installed in place of the brasg-lettered

Devney said he has re
proximately 30 leners ata cost of $50 10

placed ap-

In addition to the signs, entry way
light bulbs & 55 &pitce are ofien having iL

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME

SAVE MONEY

24 HOURS - 7 DAYS
PLUMBING SERVICE

“Always A Truck In Your Nelghborhood™

TOP QUALITY WORK
AT COMPETITIVE é@é_':é
PRICES... = T\P‘g
St o Jhy
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50 should you,

CURRY & AsSOCIATES,
b
A Full Se ice.

ACCIDENTS,

DEFECTIVE

PRODUCTS, |

MALPRACTICE

Na charge for initial consultation

La Viva Professional Ceanter
750 W. Lumsden-Brandon

The hiring of i ls i an Evperian decision tha
Jﬂﬂrqwl'ﬂ.'ru?“ Bedoes you diwcivle, sak i

L

R
G i
3 w%:bgiﬁ'&%%ﬁ
R i
ey e o

10 be replaced because vandals remove
them to smash them on the street
Vandale also have stolen 10 shruhs
recently from landscaped beds. The shruhs
run 38 510 apiece. Plus some twodozen
flowered landscaping has been stolen,
“Petumias.” said Devney incredu-
lously, “pulled out 1o the roots, Now whis
would waint io dey thap?™
Devney said no less than six sheriff
deputies have besn pat on alert, hut he
added residents need to be on the lock -owt
too for any suspicious Activiry,
“Absolutely no one from the STD

6@&3}7?‘_/&

NIP (Neighborhood LESSONS:

Improvement Piano and Nute lessons

Program) 17 years teaching

Yolunteers needed for experience. $15per

BHA (Bloomingdale heur, in my home, day

Homeowners Associa- of evenings, Sharon

bon) program. Call the Stout, 684-2027,

community office at 681-

2051 for information. RESIDENTS WHO
ARE:

HELP WANTED: Babysitters

Do you enjoy meeting Dustin Braswell, 689-

peopie? Do you nesd a B555

flexible, part-time Angela Reiser and

schedula? Then call The Kimberly Reiser, 684~

Bloomingdale Gazerne at G006

681-2051 and find out the i and Beth

details! Schlossnagle, 650.0453
Aven Representa-

JUDY CLEANS: tives:

Give yourself a break! Ruth Calandro, 689.

Leg Judy elean your (212

home, office, condo, or Mary Kay Consult-

bparment; reasonable ant: g

rates, references avail- Barbara Borchers, ﬁ

able. Whlyfbifwkly. Call 6532500 G

ok b et PART TIME ADVER-

m. TIE"'I‘E’ REP:

Magic j:éh Make your own hours!
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It happens all the time. A home seller
puts his home up for sale. After several

months, and a few price reductions later,

the seller begrudgingly sells it—taking
longer than he hoped and getnng a price
lower than anticipated.

That home seller probably could have
avorded this predicament, If he had

(ueerIng

hdmes came in many shapes, sizes and
conditions, He's seen firsthand how by

suggesting to his home sellers to perform The answers are in this repart.

minor clean-up-and repair work, they

were able to sell their home quickerand B p if oy don't plan on selling for a

for thousands more.

Report Shows How To Sell For More
Michael has used this knowledge to put

Would you like to know.the Deos and
Don'ts of remodelling and renovations?

Wha Should Order This Report?

few years, this report can be used like a
reference manual for vou to decide ona
priodty list of improvemens—use it to

A FREE Special Report From Realtor” Michael Davis

Every Last Dollar From Your Home Sale

Here is an informative report that provides you with several ways—some
very inexpensive—to help you get top dollar from your home sale.

simply taken a lictle money and with 4
fietle effort on his pare, he could have
squeczed more money out of his home
sale, and sold it much quicker.

A Little Goes A Long Way

Realtor Michael Davis, has helped
countless home sellers to get their home
sold quickly and for top dollar. These

plan a proactive course o a much more

together a special report entitled,
profitable home sale years later.

Squeeming Every Last Dollar From Your
Home Sale, In this free report, you will  To order your free special report

find several invaluable suggestions on.  prepared by Michael Davis, simply call
how to increase the saleabilicy and price  BO0739-8683, extension 2306 and listen
of your home and sell it quicker. Want o to the prerecorded message explaining
know which renovation can give you how to request your copy. No one to talk
more than 100% return on investment? ko, IE°% that easy., Dirder vours today.

Michael Dauvis is a member of
REAMBX Realty Unlimited

Each office indepandenthy owned & cpemied
139 . Bloormingialy Ave. » [Brandon, FL 33511

Call 24 bowrs a day and order your free informative special report.
«Seueesing Every Last Dollar From Your Home Sale.” 800/739-8683

Strtply dial ext, 2306 for recorded message and info on bow to erder. No one to talk to. It’s that easy.

A4 VAUGHN ALI
Rand;ll ]_!:1-1urnslﬂrs Cﬂ” Mﬂqﬂn_ PRESIDENT AND
residen The \F- i:_HT_ﬂL:} GENERAL MAMAGER
| - ; Bloomingdale i e vone: @i
Purr By S e o s
. aL
Compuier : aan
serieerine. ['€CL1OMN Extra " SR g
15 Upland Mace ".r;lrw::;.rm 13551 mu';m s Expaiperent Phos misch more
Phustud (B LX) BE35

Cewunhing, Progrmming. Networking, Inlegriion, Bepsr Mnney 631 -2051 WE ALSO SELL & SERVICE SNAPPER, ECHO AND BRIGGS

|SHAMNON D. BRUFFETT = CHERYLE BRUFFETT |

sue allen

U MA RY KAV, VALRICO PACK & SHIP
] : Original Watercolor Paintings
roamm Borchers
Indepandant Skin Care Consullant Instructor
4111 Cueal Briar Dr.
Valrico, FL 33584 Oine Stog Shipping Center
B13-653-2509 or 3240 Lithia-Pi Ad. :
1-B00-T55-4850 Gim 102 g Phonag (813} 654-D047 1310 Holleman Deiva Commissions Actapied

(B13) 681-3580

Walrico, FL 33504 Valrico, Flonda 33594

¥

Fax (813) 654-5129

Paatels
(P neaad

Cotorcd Pomcil... Richard E. Rogouin, D.C., P.A.

CHIRCPRACTOR

GRACE C. LEWIS, CPA

Tix & Acconnting Services

fine Pa whrails
by June Oros
111 M. Valneo Rd., Saile G
Valrico, Florda 33504 S
Telephone: (§13) 689-6350 (813} 681-4548
FAX 684-1608

%05 Kristin Place
Valrieo, FL 33594

Call to review portiolio

689-2087

I BLOCK NOARTH OF STATE RD. &0 O VALRICD KD

ﬁ% COMMERCIAL
The Bloomingdale Basette ﬁﬂﬂf? New Yeqr ; Do jagmw
adntdiey and Pressure Wasking

681-2051

call lor advertising rates
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