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At right, Candi Martin holds her granddaughter, Skylar,
the sixth generation of her family to live in the area. Mar-
tin was on hand to witness a bit of family history Mon-
day, Her family raised cattle on the site where the new.
south Brandon library will be constructed, Above, those
instrumental is seeing that south Brandon got a new li-
brary were on hand for Monday's groundbreaking.
Among them were County Commissioners Ronda
Storms and Jan Platt, Steve Heckel of the Bloomingdale
Homeowners Association, Earl Haugabook of the -
Greater Brandon Chamber of Commerce and members
of the library board and Friends of the Library. See story,
Page 3. .

Training
Center Receives

Award, Gift

see page 11

D'ANN WHITE/Staff photo
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Oak Crest next to receive PRIDE’s help wepsger -
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ANSWERS
- INA FLASH!

With the power of super X-ray vision, our new GE LightSpeed 16 multi-slice CT scanner
can, see what’s inside you faster and with geeater detail than ever before —10 help your
physician make critical diagnostic decisions so they can stait treatment right away. It makes
super-accurate 30 images of the human body in record speed including:

imayes of the eative heact in less thap 28 satends

hmn SUAAS, Brfan SCARS
chrengry ayieoy caleificaiion medsarements

Ask your doctoy ahout the LightSpeed 16 Slice CT Scanner at South Florida Baptist.
Visit our wehsite or call us today for more information.

SouTH FLORIDA BAPTIST HOSPITAL

ST. JOSEPH'S-BAPTIST HEALTH CARE
301 N. Alexander St. Plant City, FL 33563

754-4444

WWW.SOUTHFLORIDABAPTIST.COM
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COMPLETION
SLATED FOR
DECEMBER 2004

By D’ANN WHITE

Cradling her 5-month-old
granddaughter, Skylar, Candi
Martin surveyed the field
where she once helped her
family raise cattle and played
hide and seek in the hay barn.

Her . -_‘ﬁreat—grandfamer,
John Noel McLean, home-
steaded the 'property on
Bloomingdale Avenue in the
late 1800s and Martin grew up
watching Bloomingdale
develop around her.

For Martin, the December
groundbreaking for the south
Brandon library on the very
same: field where she once
hérded cows represents anew
era in her family history.

“It's wonderful. This is our
family’s gift tothe communi-
ty,” she: :g?]d.‘ “Everything's
finally goming together.”

"The family sold the proper—

416 the county for a new

libp#iiy at a bargain price and
thenthrew in an extra acre to
make sure there would be
plenty of space for parking

and expansion. The sur-.,
13 -

ML= !
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rounding 43 acres of farmland

were recently approved for *

Bloomingdale's first Tradi-

tional Neighborhood Devel-.

opment. 3 R = 5
“We feel we’re helping to
give Bloomingdale a .new
identity. This was our dream,
to build something Blooming-
dale can be proud of. We want
it to be something she can be
proud of,” said Martin, gestur—
ing toward baby Skylar, the
sixth generation of Martin's

‘family to live in the area.

The development will
include shops and a mix of
residential in a village square
type of setting with the library
integrated into the site plan.

County . commissioners,
administrators and residents
were on hand to celebrate the
long-awaited construction of
the .néw library, due to be
completed in December 2004.

The  15,000-square-foot
library on Bloomingdale
Avenue east of Bloomingdale
High School will feature a
brick and stucco fagade, cov-
ered book drop areas, a 1,500~
square—foot children’s library
enclosed in glass, a computer
lab, two group meeting rooms
for eight to 10 people and two
tutoring rooms for four to six
people. The library will open

o

Calendar

Dads lunch

Tampa Area Stay At Home
Dads will meet for lunch Jan.
28 at noon at the Crispers in
Brandon. The group meets for
lunch atleast once amonth in
a local restaurant. It also
meets for outings, playgroups
and other activities. Call
Bloomingdale resident Ray
Alzamora at 505-9729 or visit
http://groups.yahoo.com/gr
oup/TampaDads/.

On exhibit

Bloomingdale artist Sue
Allen will be exhibiting her
works at the Blue Ibis Art
Gallery At Frame Crafters Inc.,
205 U.S. 41 south in Ruskin,

‘yrough Feb. 14, An opening

| \_4ception will take place Jan.

9 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Allen also

will be on hand Jan. 10 from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Music camp auditions

Representatives from Can—
non Music Camp of
Appalachian State University,
Boone, N.C., will hold schol-
arship auditions for the 2004
camp at Bloomingdale High
SchoolJan. 15 from 3 to 5 p.m.
in the band rehearsal room.

Now in its 36th year, the
camp, which runs June 26 to
July 24, offers a comprehen-—
sive musical instruction with
intensive college preparatory
work in individual . and
ensemble performance,
music theory, music history
and jazz improvisation.

Call: Stephen Hopkins at
(828) 262—-4091.

with 35,000 books.

Eventually, the county

wants to expand it by another .

10,000 square feet, makingita
regional ibrajg.

Longtime library supporter
County Commissioner Jan

Platt said she was thrilled to

playarolein the development
of the county's newest library.
“Your community not anly
knew it wanted a library, it
knew where it wanted it to be
located,” Platt said. “This is
the perfect site.” ,
“1 feel like I should dance,”
said County Commissioner
Ronda Storms. “I can imagine
all the high school students
who will be using this. I am so
!tll_ippy that we have done
i :

Also attending was Bloom-
ingdale resident Pat Boody
who has agreed to take the
reins in forming the library's
chapter of Friends of the
Library. The nonprofit
Friends of the Library pro-
motes and raises funds for the

Are the photos of your child’s first
steps in the same shoebox as his first

shoes?

With hands-on assistance, I can
teach you how to quickly and easily
turn those boxes of precious photos
and memorabilia into keepsake,
scrapbook photo albums.

yor photos?

~ Where are

LR, E AT VR

_Construction Starts on South Brandon Library

library.

Boody, a librarian for 20
years who now works in infor-
mation technology at the
Tampa Electric Co., said she's
looking forward to organizing
the Friends' first meeting,
hOPeﬁlﬂy in January.

Libraries have a way of
bringing communities
together, and I'm looking for—
ward to being a good advocate
for the library.”

Anyone interested in get-
ting involved with the south
Brandon library chapter of
Friends of the Library can
contact Boody at
pwboody@tecoenergy.com or:
call her at 275-3642.

South Brandon library is
the working title for the new
library. County commission—
ers willmost likely choose a
permanent name closer to the
library's completion date.
Residents are welcome to
send suggestions to the Hills-
borough « County Library
Board by calling 273-3660.

For more information, call:

Cindy Bentley-Roberts
INDEPEND CONSULTANT
Home (813) 7374800

Visit www.creativemenmories.com

or cll the Creative Memories Home
Office 1o find a Consultant near you.
(800) 341-5275

Henorics,

Photo-safe Scrapbook Photo Albums
Classes and Workshops * Business Opportunities

366182
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Your Inside Connections

The Bloomingdale Homeowners Vice President — Russell Jones
Association, Inc. Treasurer — Dale Kahn
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594. (813) Recording Secretary — Alice Burleson
681-2051. Fax: (813) 651-1129 Correspondence Secretary — David West
E-mail: Bloomingdale. Homeowners@Verizon.net Trustee — Myron Magedanz -
Web Site: www.BloomingdaleGazette.com Trustee — Michael Buday
BHA meetings are at the community office on the 1st Property Manager — Al Devney

Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

Bloomingdale Mobile Watch

Coordinator/Equipment Manager —
Tony Diolosa, 681-1146

President — Ted Grable
Vice President — Joe Hickle
Treasurer — Pam Liguori

Director — Tony Diolosa Treasurer — Paul

Director — Steve Heckel il

Director — Cheryl Kehrmeyer IISehnElzli,\fm b9701 JutEl

Director — Michele Ca baller atro ember — Wireless provider for Rloomingdale Mobile Watch

Director — Billy Hightower Steven Heckel,

D?rector—]ane Lee 654-4266

Director —Stanley Lee Patrol Member — Brad Scharp, 643-5000

Director —Lydia Harrod Patrol Member — Paul Warr, 685-7883
Bloomingdale Special Bloomingdale Oaks Special Taxing District

Taxing District

685-2817
(813) 684-6667 .
BSTD meetings are held at the c ommunity BOSTD meetings are held at 3419 Cade Lane on the

office on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7 p.m. 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 3 '

President — Bill Grace
President— Thom Snelling Treasurer — Fred Englehart

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980
3509 Bell Shoals Rd.
Valrico, FL. 33594
(813) 681-2051
Fax: (813) 651-1129
E-Mail: News@BloomingdaleGazette.com or dwhi te2@mediageneral.com

Executive Director — Joe Liguori
Editor — D'Ann White
Correspondent — Mack Austin
Correspondent — Leslie White
Restaurant Critic — Elton Dumont

Published by Sunbelt Newspapers — 505 W. Robertson,
Brandon, FL.33511. (813) 657-4500

The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along
with The Tampa Tribune on the first Saturday of each month.
Publisher — Carla Rockwell-Floyd
Advertising Manager — Tami Donaldson; phone: 627-1322; e-mail: tdonaldson@tampatrib.com 0
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__Meet Your Neighbors

Panera Manager
Gets Warm Reception

By LINDA CHION KENNEY

Jonathan Popple hit it lucky
at Panera Bread when he
started working there as a
“dish-washing, sandwich-
making bus boy” the day after
graduation from Armwood
High School in 1998.

He was so lucky, in fact, that
he is now general manager of
the much-awaited Panera
Bread near the intersection of
Bloomingdale Avenue and
Lithia-Pinecrest Road in the
Lithia Crossing retail center
anchored by Stein Mart,

Luck, perhaps, is the wrong
word. Hard work for Popple
paid off as he advanced
through the ranks at Panera,
then discovered he had found
a company and line of work
he could turn into a career.
Now; the former music edu-
cation major at the University

LINDA CHION KENNEY/Photo

Jonathan Popple started working for Panera Bread as a college student look-
ing to raise some extra money. Now he’s the general manager of the Panera

Bread in Lithia Crossing.

-of South Florida who grew up

and lives in Seffner, heads the
bakery café in a community
down the street from where
his parents live.

“At first, it was just a sum-

mer job to get me through col-
lege,” Popple said. “I started
ouit as an associate and, look
at me now, and it didn’t take
long. But I'm here to stay.”

It's a story he shares with

the “good kids” and “working
citizens” he has been hiring to
flesh out his staff of about 60,
who will run the newest Pan—
era, which opened Dec. 27.

The store will open Monday
through Friday at 6 a.m. and 7
a.m. on Saturday and Sunday.
Closing every nightis at 9 p.m.

“I think this area is a family
area,” Popple said. “People
will want to come here after
church for dinner.”

Popple wants people to
think of his operation as a
“neighborhood bakery café.”

“They're going to be able to
expect the friendliest service
they can get,” he added. “We
want to know people’s names
and we want them to know
our names, and that we have
bread knowledge and they
can trust us.”

Panera bakery items are
baked daily. The baker works
from 11 p.m. to 6 or 7 in the
morning. Anything left over at
the end of the night is donat—

See NEIGHBORS, Page 22

egular churchgoers are happier and
" healthier, they have higher incomes,

better marriages and stronger families...

what are you waiting for?

You'll find friendly people, relevant messages and uplift-
ing music. Plus, diverse small groups for all ages, all
backgrounds and-all people who are secking the comfort

and supprt of a caring, Christian community.

Visit us this Sunday!

SOUTHERN GOSPEL

HOUR OF WORSHIP
.CONTEMPORARY PRAISE

& WORSHIP

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
WITH CHOIR & ORCHESTRA -

F

irst United Methodist Church

o

, 5 .,._-. - 689 1 4161 'E a:aw . l' g
o www.fumcbrandon.ol o0 B2
) We're Saving a Place for You!  heioiams o
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Bloomingdale Substation Notes

By DEPUTY PETE
MAURER

As 2004 begins, Sandy and
I would like to wish every res—
ident of the Bloomingdale
and surrounding area a very
safe and secure New Year and
thank each and every one
who provided support to us,
during this past year.

We've seen significant
progress as we continued to
work directly with local resi—
dents in making our commu-—
nity safer and more secure for
both homeowners and busi-
ness OWners.

Several safety and security
projects were either complet—
ed or initiated last year that
have improved the quality of
life for all of ourresidents and
their families. We received
outstanding support for
numerous projects by resi-
dents who were actively
involved on your Blooming—

‘dale Area Community Coun—
cil (BACC). Your council con—
tinues to show how active
involvement by concerned
residents can make a positive
difference in improving the.
quality of life for everyone in
our community.

As law enforcement offi-
cers, we ask that each and
every resident continue to do
his part in improving safety
and security in our commu-
nity. One of the most serious
and dangerous areas is traffic.
Traffic flow in our area con-
tinues to increase. With
increased traffic volumes
comes an even more critical

See STATION, Page 23
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MACK AUSTIN/Photos

Above, don't become a member of the "hole-in-the-wall™ gang like this driver did. There were 11 accidents causing
property damage to Bloomingdale walls and common areas in 2003, This costs the drivers and the community time and G ]

money. Below, abeying all traffic laws must be a priority for all drivers in our community. This is especially true when
driving near school buses carrying children, says Deputy Pete Maurer All drivers must stop In both directions for schoo
buses in areas without divided medians.

Luis Canino and Maria
Marinez—-Canino of Bloom-
ingdale Oaks Court in Valrico.

She is a 2003 graduate of

Army Pvt. Sophia L.-Canino
has graduated from basic
combat training at Fort Jack- :

Daint &

"'-'?-?"fhe Pottery Pateh

A paint UOUI' own pottery

255! SR 60, E. » 643-0014
Qe Tl (60 & ﬁli_lef Rd.) Valrico

=) W potterypaichsiudio.com

son, Columbia, S.C. Bloomingdale High School.

studio
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BHA director

It's a new year and the
award-winning Bloomingdale
Neighborhood PRIDE pro-
gram has new goals, Starting
this month, we will move
beyond general discussion
and education on county
codes and Bloomingdalewide
deed restrictions.

Instead, the Jan. 19 meeting
will focus on the neighbor-
hood of Oak Crest and the
needs and concerns of this
specific neighborhood and
their families.

Oakcrest’s 483 homes make
it the largest neighborhood in
Bloomingdale, comprising
almost 10 percent of the com-
munity. We invite all Oak
Crest residents to come and
help build a strong neighbor-

Monthly Meeting of
Bloomingdale
Neighborhood PRIDE

Monday, Jan. 19

7to 8 p.m.

Everyone is welcome.
Come and join the
Bloomingdale Neighbor-
hood PRIDE Program or
just bring your questions
and comments.

hood PRIDE team for your
community.

Through this Neighbor-
hood PRIDE Program, the
BHA's goal is to have volun-
teers in each neighborhood
helping the BHA to imple-
ment the program in all of
Bloomingdale’s 40 sections,
We invite you to attend our

January 2004 ¢ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE+ 7

Neighborhood PRIDE Focuses on Oak Crest in January

PRIDE Good Neighbor Tip

Happy New Year. Make a resolution to do what you can
in your own yard and neighborhood to help our wonderful
Bloomingdale community continue to shine in 2004 and

beyond.

monthly  Neighborhood
PRIDE meetings, held the
third Monday of each month
from 7 to 8 p.m., so you can
see how the BHA and you can
work together to help your
neighborhood. (We will pro—
vide volunteers with a PRIDE
Resource  Manual that
includes tips and ideas on
forming a neighborhood
team, organizing volunteers
and implementing neighbor-
hood-based community
improvement projects. Addi—
tionally, we will talk ‘about

being good neighbors, deed
restrictions and county code
compliance.)

Volunteers are still needed.
For more information on the
Neighborhood PRIDE Pro-
gram, including upcoming
meetings and how you can
help, call the BHA office at
681-2051 (or send an e-mail to
Bloomingdale. Homeown—
ers@Verizon.net Attention: -
PRIDE Coordinator). We look
forward to hearing from you
and helping youimprove your
neighborhood.

hotos
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SMART LOAN
1.95%

Stated Income Program

APR
5.5

7/23 FIXED RATE
4.5 0/0

APR
5.12

30 YEAR FIXED
5.375%

APR
5.99

15 YEAR FIXED

Iy 4 . 75 0/0 QEI:
it 3/1 ARM C
ios 3 o 75 % ?52

NO CLOSING
COST LOANS

AVAILABLE!

CALL FOR RATES

PRIME RATE
UITY LINE

E

10 % OF VALUE

DUNNE & COMPANY
RIVER HILLS MORTGAGE

Serving the Tampa Bay area Since 1989
Lowest Fixed Rates in Florida

Located at the entrance'to Riv

River iiills
OUNTRY CLUB

4316 New River Hills Parkway e Valrico, Florida 33594

Reduced Paperwork! Fast Closings!

Call Tim Dunne at

654-1044

APR based on $150,000 loan amount. Rates and terms subject to change. Rates were current at printing date. Equal housing lender.

Greap
er Hills Country Club 3 tICry
lnvesm,,s
00!

ills

368496
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Spréading Christmas cheer

For the 15th year, Santa and Mrs. Claus visited with
Bloomingdale children at the Bloomingdale Community
Office last month. Above, the jolly couple from the North
visit with the Michael siblings, Bobby, 7, and Sierra, 3. At
right, with the help of elves Chelsea and Lauren Roberts
and Allie and C.J. Tiso, the Clauses heard the Christmas
wishes of more than 100 children who received a free pho--
to with the couple courtesy of the Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association.

il

“q@ Busoh Of
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES
= EXPERIENCED and
| RELIABLE

Lic. 3694

Bonded & Insurexd HOW& rd

To

a![ ) Jfﬂfﬁg !))

654-5646

Bloomingdale Resident

2R

_
['ANN WHITE/Photos

The following births were
reported at Brandon Regional
Hospital:

Nov. 10

Bethany Rose Masiello,
daughter of Diane and John
Masiello of Regal River Road

Nov.13

John Carlston Singletary,
son of Mary and Marty Single—

368167

tary of Andrea Court

Nov. 20

Andrew Leonardo and Ari—
ana Danielle Soto, son and
daughter of Gwendolyn and
Leonardo Soto of Clareside
Drive

Dec.5

Carson Thomas Loucks,
son of Karen and Tim Loucks
of Clareside Drive g v

)




By AL DEVNEY

Irrigation

Brandon Irrigation con-
verted the Gotham pressure
system to a pump Start sys—
tem. This will correct the
cycling problem with the

- tenance inspection, 37 spray
heads and two rotors were
replaced and 10 risers and one

/Photos

Property Manager’s Report

Landscaping

Neighborhood Pest Control
applied 15-0-22 fertilizer with
Atrozine and Basagram to the
St. Augustine grass areas.

Cardinal Landscaping
installed two live oaks and St.
Augustine grass on Culbreath
Road to replace the damaged

pump. v o caused by an accident.
Thunder Irrigation upgrad-  Handy Hands will be water—
ed the irrigation on the north  ing above the oaks for the next
side of the Glenhaven 30days.
entrance.
During the monthly main- Other

Russell Electric replaced a
defective light receptacle at
Culbreath and Bloomingdale.

zone line were repaired. There was a car versus two
Additionally, there were 21  oak trees and some sod at Cul-
lights replaced. breath. Everyone lost. This

was the 11th accident this cal-
endar year involving damage
to the property.

Lee’s Lawn Service painted
Gotham and Wrencrest
entrances and replaced and
painted 14 slats in the wood—
en fence on Natures Way.

ZX Construction repaired
the large crack in the wall at
the Groveway entrance.

Specialty Pressure Cleaning
pressure washed the wall on
Glenhaven and the wall on the
west side of Natures Way from
Glenhaven to Greenhollow.

DPMI decorated and
installed the Christmas
wreaths for the eight major
entrances.

In the land of eat, drink and
pitch out the window, 26 bags

SAY YOU SAW IT IN

of litter were picked up. Addi-
tionally, there was a pair of
men’s shorts, a truck’s mud
flap, a pink Pooh bear, two
hubcaps, a fanny pack, a
sweat suit, two towels, three
shirts, a new brown leather
folder with a check for
$186,299.72 inside and 22
cents found. The folder and
check were returned to their
owner. The beverages of
choice were Cherry Coke for
soft drinks, Busch Lite for
beer, Finlander Vodka for dis—
tilled spirits.

Al Devney of Devney Prop-
erty Management Inc. is the
property manager for the
Bloomingdale Special Taxing
District.

THE BLOOMINGDALE (GAZETTE

CALL TODAY

Check Our Prices,

NO

To Schedule Your Pickup

Additional Fees
Minimum Order

Dry Cleaning to your Home

Convenient ¢ Economical ¢ Quality

i s ¥
Ari- l y' '
i 7s7-6200 LUALE
ind :l--—---—- -y : : SaveGaﬁ,'i.a&/:Time e o
: Call Today
“ 1l *10 off
i >
e B 18 your first order
Egid J * limit 1 co order
cks 3 ¥ Present :a:l;g;: Pw‘lfth incoming arder
* not to be combined with other offers
v’l Explres 151/04 i
v ATl I T g |
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‘Bloomingdale Area Communny Council Report

By MACK AUSTIN

The Bloomingdale Area
Commuinity Council is made
up of residents from home~
owners associations in the
Bloomingdale area who work
directly with Bloomingdale
Community Resource Deputy
Pete Maurer, Community Ser—
vice Officer Sandy Capitano
and other local government
representatives to coordinate
the resolution of community
issues and concerns.

The BACC meets monthly
(the third Thursday at 7 p.m.
at the Sheriff's Community
Substation on Bell Shoals
Road) to discuss issues that
have been brought to the
attention of a council mem-
ber, Maurer or Capitano. Par—
ticipation by residents is.
encouraged.

The BACC monitored,
addressed and coordinated
numerous areas of special
interest and concern through-
.out 2003. Significant progress
‘was made in some areas.
Other areas require contin—
ued work and time to resolve.
These areas included:

Traffic

. Ask anyone who has lived
in the area for any amount of
time what his concerns are
and traffic will top the list.
Im fprovmg traffic flow and

ety involves several areas.
Some of those addressed by
the BACC included:

Drivers who run red lights,
run stop signs, speed, cut
through neighborhoods, pass
stopped school buses and ille—

lights” on the traffic si

Above, several Bioomingdale area
neighborhoods were able to improve
traffic problems on their streets by
working with county officials through
the county’s Traffic Calming Program
last year. At right, the BACC is con-
tinuing to work directly with Hillsbor-
ough County officials on concerns
with truck traffic on Bloomingdale
Avenue and Lithia-Pinecrest Road.
The county is now considering a
proposal to ban through trucks from
the roads. . . \

gally park in areas that endan-

ger others.

. Some of the actions taken to
try to encourage these drivers
to obey the law included the
installation of special “white
als at
the intersection of Bell Shoals
Road and Bloomingdale
Avenue; increased patrols,
education and information
through the schools; use of the

LICENSED o

Leam to use your computer today!

ONSITE - HOME OR OFFICE « HOME OF COMPUTER CORNER

Specmhzmg n Your Levef and Necds'
Advanced Mobile Tech 813-508-4378

PROFESSIONALLY CERTIFIED REPAIR, PARTS & SERVICE
No Hidden Fees! www.advancedmobiletech.com

License #115561

INSURED « A+ CERTIFIED .,

MACK AUSTlN/Photos

county's Traffic Calming Pro-
gram and assistance from

county officials including
County Commissioner Ronda
Storms and her staff.

One project the BACC has
been actively pursuing is
crosswalks between the
Bloomingdale Little League
and the Campo Family YMCA.
That project is currently being
completed.

The BACC is continuing to
work directly with county offi-
cials regarding the truck traf-
fic on Lithia-Pinecrest Road
and Bloomingdale Avenue.

But the BACC can’t do it
alone, said Maurer. “Safe driv—
ing starts with an attitude of
concern for the safety and
welfare of others.”

Growth and construction
Some of the specific areas

of development that were
monitored and continue to be
monitored by the BACC

_include property at the inter—

section of Bloomingdale
Avenue and John Moore Road
where developers are still
construction; construction on
the property east of Bloom-
ingdale High School now
zoned to be a Traditional
Neighborhood Development;
changes at the intersection of
Lithia-Pinecrest Road and
Bloomingdale Avenue includ—
ing Bloomingdale Medical
Associates relocating and
being replaced by Walgreens;
construction of a major water
line through several areas of
Bloomingdale and across the
Alafia River to FishHaw,
Ranch; and continued expa
sion of businesses around

See COUNCIL, Page 21
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;HA Extends

By D’ANN WHITE

Bloomingdale Homeown-~
ers Association is finding no
shortage of good neighbors in
which to present its newly
estahlishecli3 Good Neighbor
Award.

" The recipient for December
is not one but literally hun—
dreds of people who serve the
community behind the
scenes.

For the past five years, the
nonprofit MacDonald Train-
ing Center, 5420 W. Cypress
St., Tampa, has helped the
homeowners  association
handle such tedious tasks as
putting dues notices’ into
envelopes to be mailed out to
Bloomingdale's more than
5,000 families.

Among other services
including day care, job train-
ing and health care, the train—
ing center offers job opportu-
nities for adults with disabili-
ties, explained work services
technician Wayne Tankersley,

January 2004 « THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE ¢ TI

Neighborly Hand To Tr

D’ANN WHITE/Photo

MacDonald Training Center work services technician Wayne Tankersley, right,
accepts the Good Nelghbor Award from Bloomingdale Homeowners Associa-

tion President Ted Grable.

who was on hand to receive
the Good Neighbor Award
from BHA President Ted
Grable at the December BHA
meeting, Adults with a wide
range of disabilities at the
center are able earn a pay-
check by doing contract work
at the Tampa facility.

Although Tankersley said
the center offers a valuable
community service by
employing handicapped
adults and providing inexpen-
sive piecemeal work for
organizations and businesses
that don't have the time and
manpower to do the work, he

aining Center

said the organization is facing
a funding crisis. 2

“Like a lot of other organi-
zations, we've been hit hard
by cutbacks due to a slow
economy,” said Tankersley.
“That’'s why we appreciate
this award. The BHA is letting
the community know the
value of programs like ours
and how we need to lobby for
additional funding.”

The center, founded in 1955
by J. Clifford MacDonald, is
one of the country’s oldest
and most respected organiza-
tions serving people with dis—
abilities.

In addition to the Tampa
center, a satellite campus is
located at 2902 N. Cork Road
in Plant City.

Due to increasing demand
for its services, the center is
now trying to raise funds to
expand and renovate a 9,000~
square—foot training area for
adults with severe and pro—

See CENTER, Page 19
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Volunteers
of America-

BLOCKS

Volunteers of America builds stronger |
communities by serving homelass
individuals and families, the eiderly,
and at-risk youth. Your donation can
help provide a solid foundation.

Volunteers of America—

changing lives, restoring hope. :
Please call us at 1.800.899.0089 or
wvisit www.volunteersofamerica.org.
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. Developers Explain John Moore Proposal

' Zoning To Be

Heard Jan. 13

By D’ANN WHITE

It’s better than what was
first proposed.

But residents living in
neighborhoods along John
Moore Road still have con—
cerns about traffic and the
intensity of a proposed devel-
opment at the southwest cor-
ner of John Moore and
Bloomingdale Avenue.

Residents got a sneak peak
of the proposal when devel-
opers met with them at the
Stephanie Ann Culbertson
Recreation Center in Bloom-
ingdale last month.

The Barclay Group wants to
rezone the wooded pasture
on the corner to allow a
planned development includ-
ing commercial and office
uses.

Barclay’s application ‘calls
for 32,000 square feet of com-
mercial and office space on a
5,7-acre parcel along Bloom-
ingdale, including a CVS
Pharmacy. As part of the same

rezoning, Sunrise Homes is

asking to build 49 single~fam~
ily homes on the 29.57 acres
agutting the Bloomingdale
parcel.

Last year, residents organ—
ized under the name UNDO
(United Neighbors Dedicated
Opposition) and successfully
fought two proposals for these
properties, one to rezone 42
1/2 acres for 125 homes and
another to rezone 5.9 acres for

| ]}'
D'ANN WHITE/Staff pholdSe’ -

From left, Sunrise Homes Vice President Bob Appleyard and Jamie Price and Jeff Surrency of the Barclay Group explain
their development proposal for the southwest corner of John Moore Road and Bloomingdale Avenue.

22,000 square feet of commer—
cial and office space.

The Hillsborough County
Commission turned down
both requests; citing compat—
ibility and traffic concerns.

UNDO member Jeannette
Figari said while the develop-
ers have been willing to make
some compromises, residents
still have reservations about
the intensity of the develop-

>
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ment and how traffic will be
handled at the already busy
intersection of John Moore
and Bloomingdale.

“In our opinion, there’s
been some changes to help
reduce the negative impact on
the surrounding residents,”
said Figari. “But we believe
any new development should
have a positive, not anegative,
impact on the area.”

To that end, UNDO' has
asked the county public works
department to review the
developer’s proposed
improvements for Blooming-
dale and John Moore before
the rezoning goes beforé a
county zoning hearing master
Jan. 13.

Figari said her organization
would like assurances that the
developer’s plans to alleviate
congestion at the intersection
will be effective.

But Barclay transportation
engineer Angelo Belluccia
believes the developer’s pro—
posal will enhance the inter—

“section.

He said he’s not only per-
formed the traffic impact
study required for a rezoning
but has also performed a con—
currency evaluation to ensure
that the road improvements
will accommodate all the traf—
fic generated by the proposed
development.

Right now, he said, at peak
hours John Moore has 13to 17
cars stacked at the intersec—
tion wanting to turn left onto
Bloomingdale.  Frustrated
with the wait, residents have
begun cutting through Windy
Place to Kings Avenue to
bypass the intersection.

He is proposing to add
another northbound left turn
lane on John Moore that’s 380
feet long and can stack 26 or
more cars. At the same time,
the developer plans to putin a
new traffic signal with a dedi-
cated left turn arrow that will
allow drivers to turn onto

ing southbound traffic.

Bloomingdale without dodg;
g Y

See PROPOSAL, Page 21
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By D’ANN WHITE

_ The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association is urging
residents to voice their sup-

port for proposed amend-

ments to the county’s truck
route plan that would remove
through-trucks from Bloom-
ingdale Avenue and Lithia-
Pinecrest Road.

BHA President Ted Grable
has put out a plea to residents
to either attend the upcoming
public hearing or write to
county commissioners
expressing support for the
plan.

Safety is the biggest con-
cern with trucks using. the
heavily congested
around Bloomingdale, said
Stan Lee, the BHA govern—
mental affairs representative,

Currently, heavy phos-
trucks  traveling
between the Port of Tampa
and phosphate mines in east
Hillsborough County and
Polk County are allowed to

roads

use Bloomingdale Avenue
and Lithia-Pinecrest Road. -
The truck route plan went
into effect Jan. 1, 1995, In
2001, the Hillsborough Coun—
ty Commission agreed not to
add FishHawk Boulevard to
the truck route plan and to
remove Boyette and Bell
Shoals roads from the list of
approved truck routes.

That left Lithia-Pinecrest, .

Bloomingdale, State Road 60,
U.S. 301, State. Road 39,
Turkey Creek Road, U.S. 92,
State Road 574, Causeway
Boulevard, Falkenburg Road,
Balm-Wimauma Road, State
Road 674, Interstate 75, Inter—
state 4 and County Road 672
open to through—trucks in east
and south Hillsborough
County. By statute, all state
roads are required to permit
truck traffic.

- But with the area’s increas—
ing residential population
and the proximity of schools,
ball fields and other youth—
friendly activities along

Mealtime Magic

New Year’s Resolution
. Cheating: It's OK!

By STEPHANIE MARTIN

- Alas, another year has.
passed and a new one has

dawned.
Most people greet the New

- Year full of hope and determi-

nation to better their lives. I
would be willing to bet that
more than 50 percent of reso—
lution-makers have weight
loss and fitness as a top prior-
1ty.

But, somewhere between
February and March, old
habits start to raise their ugly
heads and resolutions fall by
the wayside. :

If this scenario sounds all
too familiar to you, perhaps
you should cheat a little to see
your good intentions through

and insure success. Hiring a

ersonal chef can be an

| “—dffordable and convenient

way to put you on the right

. path.

Because of my fitness/well-
ness expertise, I have been
sought out by a variety of indi-
viduals ranging from profes—
sional athletes to heart dis-
ease patients. For them, being
able to eat properly and not
be responsible for the prepa—
ration makes their life a lot
easier. Worrying about por—
tion size, fat, salt and sugar is
but a distant nightmare. I
have often been. asked,
“Where have you been my
whole life?”

Helping those who med-
ically need me is very satisfy—
ing. However, I also like lifting
the burden off busy working
parents who are too tired to
cook on their own. Sitting
down to a healthy home-
cooked meal that they did not

See MAGIC, Page 17

Bloomingdale and Lithia—

_ Pinecrest, the BHA and other

homeowners groups in the
area felt the phosphate trucks
carrying potentially toxic
chemicals were too danger-
ous. :

They asked commissioners
to consider removing both
roads from the truck route
plan. .

Bill McCall, senior engineer
for the Hillsborough County
Transportation Division, con—
cluded. that removing the
roads from the truck route
plan would not significantly
impact the trucking industry.
Truckers would still have two
- east—west routes, State Road
60 and State Road 674 through
Sun City Center, adding about
six miles to the truckers’
route.

Trucks hauling goods to

_local stores or construction

sites would still be permitted
to use Bloomingdale and
Lithia—Pinecrest. However,
phosphate trucks and trucks

®
:l..
I
|
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rt Truck Route Amendments

using those roads for cross—
state travel would be prohib—
ited. )
Although county staff is
recommending -~ the truck
route amendments, Lee fears

_opposition from Sun City

Center residents will sway
county commissioners at the
hearing. :

Surr City Center residents
are concerned because the
amendments will increase
truck traffic along State Road
674 by 10 percent, said Lee.
The hearing is tentatively
scheduled for Jan. 27, howev-
er, county staff said it could be
delayed until the February.
No time has been set. The
hearing will take place in the
second floor boardroom in
County Center, 601 E.
Kennedy Blvd., Tampa.

For county commissioners’
phone numbers and e-mail
addresses, visit the county
Web site at hillsboroughcoun—

ty.org. :

CONNECTION.

» Kitchen Remodels
» Room Remodels
o peramic Tile

» General Carpentry
o & Much More...

| VisA |

SAVE 1

(LTS TSNS

i on any work
over $750 }
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By MACK AUSTIN

New Year Brings New Safety Measures,

The New Year will bring

increased safety to children |

and parents' who use the
Bloomingdale Little League.
With parking spaces limit—
ed for the Little League, many
players and their parents use
the YMCA parking lots and
cross over to the ballfields.
This results in a high volume
of traffic mixed with hundreds
of pedestrians crossing Cul-
breath Road between the
- Campo Family YMCA and the
Bloomingdale Little League.
After construction of the
YMCA and remodeling of the
Little League, the only semi—
controlled crossing areas have
been two. designated cross—
walks. Most parents and chil-
dren cross Culbreath Road,
the shortest route. But county
traffic studies have shown
that the crosswalk next to the
YMCA can be dangerous
because the majority of driv—
ers exiting the YMCA do not
stopat the stop sign.
numerous studies and
coordination with county
parks maintenance supervisor
Jeff Mauch, Bloomingdale's
Community Resource Deputy
Pete Maurer, County Public
Works engineers and County
Commissioner Ronda Storms
and her staff, the county has
agreed to construct a high—
tech enhanced crosswalk
across Culbreath Road. This
enhanced- crosswalk will

MACK AUSTINF .

The new enhanced crosswalk on Gulbreath Road between the YMCA and Bloomingdale Little League will include spe-
clal strobe lights and flashers as well as a bridge across the ditch by the park. All pedestrians will be encouraged to use

the crosswalk to get across safely.

include new surface strobe
lights and warning flashers.
The main purpose of this
enhanced crosswalk is to pro-
vide a safe area for residents to
cross Culbreath Road.

Once the construction is
completed, residents will be

encouraged to cross only at
the crosswalk other point,
especially at night.

In addition, officials say
drivers in this area will need to
use extra caution and slow
down. Maurer said this may
take some added incentive in

the form of expensive cita—
tions. ;

And anyone using the park-
ing lot at the YMCA or the Lit—
tle League senior field will
need to come to a full stop at
the stop sign, look for pedes—
trians and proceed slowly.

Make A Clean Sweep Of Your Chimney This Winter

By MACK AUSTIN

Many Bloomingdale resi—
dents enjoy the warmth and
beauty of a nice fire during the
cool nights of winter. But with
this enjoyment comes some
very real dangers.

Fireplaces can be a hazard
but taking some basic mainte-,
nance steps can help insure
the safety of your home and
your family.

The U.S. Consumer Prod-
ucts Safety Commission
reports that more than 5,500
residential fires in the U.S.
were related to chimneys and

chimney connectors serving
heating systems. As a result of
these fires, more than 100
people died, 200 were injured
and total property losses

‘totaled $184 million. Another

100 deaths from carbon

monoxide
occurred. :

The root cause, concluded
the commission, is that most
homeowners are unaware
that, like all other heating sys—
tems, chimneys require regu—

poisoning

“lar maintenance and evalua—

tions to work safely.
This situation is complicat—
ed by the fact that many

faults, damage or problems
are barely visible to the home~
owner. ' '

Professional chimney serv—~
ices aid in the prevention of
fires related to fireplaces,
woodstoves and chimneys.
They install, clean and main-
tain these systems, evaluate
their performance and edu-
cate homeowners on their
safe operation.

Before lighting a fire,
Bloomingdale homeowners
with fireplaces and chimneys
should first insure they are

' safe to use. Homeowners can

do some basic steps to check

their fireplaces themselves.
Examine the damper handle.

If it is sticky or dirty, it's prob-

ably time for a cleaning.
Check the masonry surface

" above it.

If there is more than a quar—
ter inch of soot, call a pro for

- cleaning. Another plus to the

maintenance is that a clean
chimney will burn more effi-
ciently and safely. -

Check out www.csia.org for
specific information on main—
taining fireplaces and chi
neys and on selecting a cert
fied chimney sweep profes—
sional.

i-ﬁ
|
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Computer Corner

The month of January is
always a hard month for dial-
up Internet users to connect
and stay online through their
Internet Service Provider
(ISP).

December is the No. 1
month for computer sales and
new Internet users. Many
people “sign on” for the first
time. “Internet Traffic Con-
gestion” (ITC) is the result of
everyone connecting to the
Internet at the same time.

Symptoms to recognize ITC
include several busy signals
when attempting to sign on,
loss of cannection for no
apparent  reason, slow
response from Web sites, poor
connection speeds, slow e-
mail response and generally
poor Internet experience.

But take heart. .

February is coming. Like
many New Year's exercise
programs, people lose interest
orswitch programs by the end
of January.

And ISPs upgrade their

equipment to meet new
demand during January.

During January, Cable and
DSL users may feel the fallout
of new users with slower
response time from Web sites
due to heavy Internet traffic.
This will pass by the mid Jan-
uary.

Keep your head up; you still
have better connections than
most of the country.

Q: 1 don’t remember my
AOL password. Can you
change it for me?

A: Change your password
by calling AOL. They will give
you a new “temporary” pass—
word, and will explain their
process to you. AOL will want
to speak to you (the account
holder) and will not speak
with anyone else (security
measure).

Q: A friend sent me a Word-
Perfect document through e
mail. I have Windows 2000

Residents Invited To
Indulge Themselves At Spa

By LESLIE WHITE

With imported Italian chic
and inherent style, Bleu Salon
& Spa recently opened its
doors for business in Lithia
Crossing shopping center.

Owner Jan Adams has cre-
ated a salon that oozes indul-
gence and specializes in pam-—
pering. Having 15 years of
background in the beauty
school business as well as
consulting, Adams wanted to
re~create an Italian spa right
here in Bloomingdale.

Upon entering, guests can
choose a quaint bistro table
and help themselves to com-
plimentary coffee, water and,
after 4 p.m., wine. They can
browse the latest style books
or peruse the shelves of fra—
grant personal care products
imported from Europe.

With 12 stations, 10 stylists,

vo aestheticians, two nail
techs and a licensed massage
therapist, there is no need

that can’t be met, said Adams.
Various skin care treatments
are available, which are
administered in a special skin
care room where a galvonics
machine imported from Italy
treats damage done by acne,
stimulating the skin with a
series of electric currents.

“We also offer dermabra-
sion, which is really popular
today,” said Adams. “We do it
without using chemicals. It
removes the dead skin cells
from your face and works on
scars, acne and even burns, It
gives that fresh new glow.
After a series of five treat—
ments, you see drastic
results.”

There is also a spa pedicure
area nestled inside the cocoa
brown walls. Inside, there are
several whirlpool spa chairs
that simultaneously massage
the body in three different
areas while the pedicure is in

See SPA, Page 22

and cannot get the material
printed. What canl do to over—
come this predicament?

A: Windows 2000 is your
operating system. Do you
have Microsoft Word (or MS
Office)?

If you have Word, open the
file in Word and print it from
there (it should convert the
document for you). A better
solution is for your friend to
save the document in “Rich
Text Format” (.rtf). Anyone
with the Windows Operating
System can read .rtf files in
WordPad (native to all Win—
dows systems).

Q: My laptop makes a
strange clicking noise when it
starts up and it is very slow. Is
itabout to die?

A: The laptop hard drive is
about to cease functioning.
The more you use it, the faster
it will cease usefulness. Back
up important data/docu-

ments Now.

Once it fails, an expensive
data recovery lab will be the
only recovery method avail-
able. Professional technicians
have the tools to back up your
important data before the
drive fails. A professional can
also make an exact copy of
your drive so you won't know
the difference the next time
you boot your laptop (other
than the absent grinding
noise and faster operation).

Bloomingdale resident Jim
Jeup is a certified master
technician for Advanced
Mobile Tech Computer Ser-
vice. He can be reached at
508-4378. Computer Corner
Archives can be found at
http://www.advancedmo-
biletech.com/computer—
corner.shtml. E-mail com-
puter questions to: cor-
nerquestions@advancedmo-
biletech.com, or on the Web
at www.advancedmo-
biletech.com

* Bloomingdale 3513 Bell Shoals Rd, 654-9292
* Bloomingdale 4344 Bell Shoals, 683-9176

* Bioomingdale 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest, 654-8113
* Brandon 717 W. Lumsden, 654-9541

* Brandon 913 W. Brandon Bivd, 684-4499

« Brandon 11393 Causeway Bivd, 643-6944
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Restaurant Review
GYELTONDUMONT  whenthodmecame ket Jason's Deli  NewYontankeeSormed |
Rib iy Grll - sandonch sheapologaed 2702 B Foblercdue, e breadaffa's5 7 e
1215 W. Brandon Blvd.  liced. 1 made a hasty deci- g fat—free mozzarella, fat—free
655-0027 sion to order the Big City Vet IMOWiEs ot of ranch dressing, shredded let—

There certainly have been a
lot of restaurants opening or
changing hands in the Bran-
don area so I decided to start
with the new barbecue
restaurant in town.

It had been a while since
we were in there, but some of
the changes were obvious.

They took out the bar to
have more seating (a good
idea in Brandon), redid the -
floor and the ceiling. But the
same barbecue rustic atmos-
phere was still there as was
the ever—present antler chan—
delier. I particularly enjoyed
the clever sayings on the walls
in the booths like “Beer, so
much more than a breakfast
drink” and “No matter where
you go, there you are.”

We stopped in for lunch
recently and they were very
busy. A good sign. We were
seated by an indifferent host—
ess and our server came
quickly.

She offered the daily spe-
cial, the Sloppy City Sand-
wich, which is an old-fash—
ioned chopped barbecue spe-
cially blended and served
with fries and cole slaw for
$5.49. The menu was exten—
sive enough. Starters includ-
ed Three-Cheese Fries
($6.50), Housemade Onion
Rings ($3.49), Buffalo Shrimp,
Buffalo Chicken and Fried
Okra.

The sandwich board
included barbecue beef, bar—
becue pork, smoked turkey,
the Big City Burger, the Slop-
py City Sandwich, Hot
Diggety Dog, beans and
franks or a grouper sandwich.

They ranged from $4.49 to
$6.49. The Rib City specialty
isafullrack at $13.99 or a
rack and a half for $17.49. A
signature item is The Sky—
scraper, a towering half
pound of barbecue beef, pork
or smoked turkey served pip—
ing hot on garlic break with
fries and cole slaw.

I'surveyed the menu and,

Burger instead, My wife
planned on asking for the
pulled pork. But since every-
thing is sliced, she opted for a
barbecue pork plate lunch
special.

If you are a hamburger bun
lover, try the Big City Burger.
The hamburger was excep—
tionally small by any standard
and on such a big bun. With
fries, lettuce, tomato and
onion, it came to $5.69. The
sliced pork was tender but
quite fatty and came in at
$5.49 with fries, cole slaw and
Texas toast.

Items from the pit were
dinners such as BBQ Chick-
en, Rib City Riblets, St. Louis—
Style Ribs and a Rib City Sir—
loin Steak for $7.99 to $11.99.
They also specialize in com~
bination platters. Tony’s
Combo is a full rack and your
choice of a quarter chicken,
quarter pound of beef or
quarter pound of pork for
$14.99.

Fried shrimp ($12.99) or
shrimp and riblets ($13.99)
are also available.

We found the fries to be
quite pedestrian but the cole
slaw was a very pleasant sur—
prise.

They have a wide range of
to—go items; a children’s
menu that includes a mini
corn dog with fries, apple
sauce and drink ($3.49); beer,
wine and soft drinks; and
dessert items such as Choco-
late Mousse Mania ($3.95),
Raspberry Swirl Cheesecake
($3.50) and Banana Pudding
($1.99).

Our total bill was $17.75
including tax and gratuity.
Although the owners have
other restaurants, the learn—
ing curve at this one
appeared to be in the infancy
stages.

Rating based on five stars
* ok ok

Food
Service * %k Kk 1/2
Ambience Y % %

* % *

Overall

Bloomingdale, so it will take a
little explaining.

Mrs. Dumont and I were
on our way to University Mall
and we saw this deli on
Fowler Avenue just before the
mall. We stopped in for lunch
and it was one of the best
things we've done in months.

Pay attention. If you're still
seeking a great Jewish-style
deli or just a plain old-fash—
ioned high—quality deli, I
promise you this is it.

Itis fun inside, the menu is
fun to read and the food and
service were terrific. The
Reuben sandwich that I had
was over 4 inches high,
packed with lean, tender and
delicious corned beef. Yes, it
did have an authentic
Kosher-style pickle spear and
also came with mounds of
potato chips. All for $5.79.

The Mrs. had a corned beef
sandwich on rye with Russian
dressing and cole slaw. [ also
had a salad from the terrific
buffet—style salad bar. They
even had slivered almonds on
the salad bar. Everything was
fresh and chilled with 10
types of salad dressings
offered. I selected the Leo’s
Italian-style, which is also
available in retail bottles you
can buy, The all-you-can-eat
salad bar is only $5.50. Fresh
soups and specials are
offered daily. Soup and sand-
wich at Jason's means your
choice of soup with a sand-
wich on famous New
Orleans-style Mufaletta
bread,

I'll try to review the menu,
butIknowI can't do it jus—
tice. The Mufaletta Madness
sandwiches ranged from one-
fourth sandwich at $4.99 to
$6.50 for half. But even the
fourth was large. The wraps
include Spinach Veggie
($5.50), Portabella Mushroom
($5.50) and the Ranchero
Marinated Chicken Breast
Wrap ($5.99). Deli Favorite
sandwiches include Reuben
the Great, Turkey Reuben, the

tuce and tomato on a toasted
onion bun served with fresh
fruit or steamed veggies goes
for $5.50. And the list goes on.

The Build Your Own
Jason’s Sandwich allows you
to choose your meat from
corned beef, pastrami, roast
beef, turkey, chicken, import-
ed ham, tuna, hard salami
and liverwurst, Pick your
bread from eight selections
including butter croissant,
onion bun, bagel, etc. This
slightly smaller sandwich is
only $4.99. Adding a cup of
soup or red beans or fruit
bumps it to $5.50.

Yes, they have subs and

oboys (New Orleans style)

or $5.50 including (are you
ready for this?) the Meata
Balla Poboy, which is meat—
balls, Italian red sauce and
melted provolone cheese
toasted on New Orleans—style
French bread.

And baked potatoes or, as
they call it Super Spuds, are
all about 8 to 9 inches long,
Honest! The Plain Jane, Spud
au Broc and Texas Style are
$5.29. ]

The soft—serve ice cream
dessert is free. That's right,
free, as in no charge,

The menu is focused on
healthy choice items as pro-
vided by a hospital in Beau-
mont, Texas.

They have a separate carry-
out counter, a huge catering
menu and they deliverin a
local area (unfortunately, not
yet to Brandon).

They have a Jason’s Junior
Menu from $1.99 to $2.99
including spaghetti and
meatballs, pizza or mac and
cheese. They serve beer and
wine along with one dozen
other types of drinks such as
Nantucket Nectars, Dr.
Brown'’s sodas and IBC Root
Beer. They are open from 9
am. to 9 p.m.

And finally, while you are
there, ask to speak with David
Ivey and tell him we need a

See REVIEW, Page 170'
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By LESLIE WHITE

" Sharks aren’t only found off
the coast of Florida. A few are
found on land right here in
Bloomingdale; some are even

airborne.

:The Florida Sharks are a
competitive all-star cheer-
and Bria
Bequette of Bloomingdale is
just one of its shining stars. In
the fifth grade at Cimino Ele-
) 10-year—old
Bequette has been cheering

leading team,

mentary,

for three years.

“Ijust like to have fun and 1
always watched gymnasts do
tumbling and I wanted to
tumble like that,” she said.
Now she competes along with
her teammates against other
all-star teams from across the
nation. “We're getting off to a
good start this year. We
placed second in our first

competition of this year.”

Competition season . for
from
November to April, having an

verage of two competitions
40:1‘ month.

Bequette practices three
times a week at the Florida
All-Stars gym on Mount
Carmel Road. Practices con—-
sist of stretches, motion

these . teams runs

MAGIC

sequences, dances and cheers
as well as tumbling and stunt—
ing, which is where the teams
work on lifts. Bequette acts
both as a base, the one on the
floor, and a flyer, the one in
the air.

“Everybody has a spotin a
motion sequence and in tum-—
bling. Everybody is seen in the
dance and cheerroutines. The
tightest motions, best tum-
bling or best sticks get closer
to the front and get to fly the
most,” she explained.

Each performance lasts
three to four minutes, and
each competition is broken
down by age and skill level.

“We have to work together
and have teamwork. Our job
isn’t to be the coach or the
assistant coach. We can't
blame each other when some~
thing goes wrong,” said
Bequette.

Bequette admits she gets a
bit nervous before a competi-
tion but that fades once she’s
on the floor. “Most people get
nervous about hurting them-
selves or getting an injury, but
you feel like it's your own gym
when the music starts.”

Her team of 29 girls is
known as the Junior Elite, and

3

Frompage 13 |

have to grocery shop for, pre~
pare or clean up after is like a
dream come true. I take pride
in the fact that I give valuable
time back to those who are
trying to do good by their
families but are stretched just

alittle (or lot) too thin.

If this New Year is calling
you to take control and make
positive changes to better
your overall health, consider

REVIEW

cheating just a little and hire a
personal chef to get you off to
the right start.

Bloomingdale East resi-
dent and personal chef
Stephanie Martin owns
Mealtime Magic In-home
Cooking Service. She can be
reached at SMartin@Meal-
Time-Magic.com or 789-
8302.

. Frompage 16

Jason’s Deli in Bloomingdale.
Idid and I need you to help .

me.
They have more than 100
across the country.
Our total bill including tax
" oui asmall gratuity (for semi
self-service) was under $20.
And, yes, I was impressed.

Canyou tell?
Rating based on 5 stars
Food * % Kk
Service % K K 1/2
Ambience * % % 1/2
Overall % %k Kk 1/2

Until we eat again ...

.

they compete at the interme—
diate level.

“As you go along and your
skills start to get better, you
get to be on a higher team and
your skills keep getting bet—
ter.”

Each team has its own try—
outs and varies in age and
grade level, though each team
is  balanced  skill-wise.
Bequette's mother, Kristi
Bequette, is one of her daugh-
ter's bi[gfest fans.

“It’s fun and I really like the
discipline. It teaches my kids

to be dedicated to something,

With practices three times a
week, you have to show up to
participate,” she said. “I like
the commitment it’s teaching
them.”

Bequette’s older brother,
Blake, also cheers competi-
tively for the Tampa Ball All-
Stars on a senior co-ed team.
He also practices three times
a week for a few hours each
time.
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Bloomingdale Girl In Good

heer

{[|se—

Bria Bequette of Bloomingdale
cheers for the Florida Sharks All-
Stars and is seen here in the Scorpi-
on pose.
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He Helps Residents Get

By LESLIE WHITE

Dan Sammons says he’s
found his “Mayberry”.

An investment representa—
tive for Edward Jones, Sam-
mons has lived and worked in
this area for four years.

“I opened this office and

went knocking on doors.
We're the only company that
goes out personally looking
for its customers,” he said.
“He made some really good
friends, and see people I know
everywhere I go.” W

With an office conveniently
situated next to Car Wash-On
the Greens in Bloomingdale,
Sammons, a single dad of two
girls says, “I'm the luckiest guy
in the world. I've found some—-
thing I'm truly passionate
about. Most of my clients are
within a 3-mile radius of my
office. We try to make it easy
for people to find us, and we
want people to know us per—
sonally. When you come into
my office, you meet with the
same person every time.”

Edward Jones prides itself
on being what some call the
“Wal-Mart of Wall Street”.
Sammons calls it the last “not-
com” company. -

“We're just more personal;
more conservative. You don’t
have to have a million bucks

EIR ]

."

The Most Out Of Their Mone;_r_\

LESLIE WHITE/Photo

Sandra Garcia and Dan Sammons serve the community at the Bloomingdale

location of Edward Jones.

to invest with us. We can work
with $100 or we can work with
$50.”

Sammons’ approach is to
get to know his clients and
find out what their long-term
dreams are, then help them
figure out how to make them
a reality. He’s quick to point
out, “If you don’t plan, you're

planning to fail.”

With the last three years
being the worst in the history
of the stock market, Sammons
encourages his clients to
maintain a very balanced
portfolio, keeping their minds
on the long—term.

“‘I'm big on focusing on
what we can control and not

letting emotions about ti
market rule our actions.”

" He admits that he some-
times manages emotions as
much as he does money with
the current state of the mar-
ket. Sammons said with a gov-
ernment that's encouraging
people to save via Roth IRA’s
and other means, more fami-
lies have a focus on financial
planning.

“Edward. Jones makes it
easier today to get started on
your investing because the
offices are very localized,” he
said.

Sammons sees himself as
more a financial mechanic,
hélping clients tune up their
portfolios every six months.
He suggests never going an
entire year without reviewing
and adjusting your portfolio.
His job is to help clients stay
balanced and committed. °

“We can start with as little
as $50 a month through sys—
tematic investing. Once you
create a savings habit, you
might want to increase the
amountyou put back. Jones js,
the company that will heg, =
you do that.”

Contact Sammons or the
branch office administrator
Sandra Garcia at 681-1462 or
stop by the office at 3616
Erindale Drive.

Bloomingdale Business Provides Gift Of Time To Busy People

By LESLIE WHITE

As January rolls around,
minds naturally adopt a men-
tality of resolution.

You know the list: lose
weight, spend less, exercise
more, get that to—do list done.

Now a Bloomingdale-
based business, Time Flies
Ltd., can help with the last on
the list, leaving time to work
on the first few. ]

Shannon Carlton, along
with her brother Scott Cou-
turier, started this concierge
business in August 2002 when
they recognized the need to
free up time for working par—
ents. 7

“I started out doing this for
my brother, who works full
time and didn’t have time to
do some of these things for

himself,” Carlton said.

It wasn’t long before the
pair realized the need for this
in the community. The two
went into businéss together
overa year ago, growing Time
Flies Ltd. into a full-fledged
concierge service that does
grocery shopping, personal
shopping, errands such as
banking, movie rentals and
even film developing.

“I've always been interest—
edin this. I realized how many
dual-income families had to
run errands after work, mean—
ing they didn’t get in until 8
p.m. and still had to do laun-
dry or cook dinner. They did-
n't get to spend time with
their kids.”

Carlton wants to afford
these families the time to
spend with their kids that she

has to spend with hers. A stay—
at-home mom with two
daughters, Carlton incorpo-
rates her customers’ errands
into her own. Time Flies can
also help with once-a-year
odd jobs such as addressing
holiday cards, party invita—
tions and home reorganiza—
tion. She'll even be on hand to
let the cable guy into your
house.

Carlton does event plan—
ning as well, including parties,
bridal and baby showers, han—
dling everything from the
invitations, booking caterers,
setup and cleanup. She noted
that her service is especially
valuable to new moms, the
elderly or new residents. She
also aids businesses in any of
their needs and will house
and pet sit as needed.

“If you don’t see it on the
list, just ask,” she says in her
brochure. d

Time Flies offers gift certifi~
cates as well.

“Who wouldn't love the gift
of more time?” Carlton asked.

Initially, Carlton presents
clients with a questionnaire to
discover what services she
could provide that would ben—
efit them. Generally, they start
with a few errands and, as her
customers come to rely on
her, Carlton expands her
i‘lesponsibiliﬁes with that fam—

y.
“One client I had simply
needed some help menu
planning, so I planned out the
menu and prepared the shop: »
ping list for it. She did th

See TIME, Page 23
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~Business Takes Planning

By LESLIE WHITE

Ever try to plan that oh-so—
perfect event only to find
yourself stymied by the Inter—
net?

Bloomingdale  resident
Yolanda Strudwick has, and
she knew she wasn't alone.

As owner of Concierge of
Romance Inc., she took her
experience and turned it into
a business plugged as “Not a
dating service for singles,” but
as a “dating service for cou-
ples.”

“This all started by my try-
ing to plan something roman-
tic for my husband and myself
last Valentine’s Day,” Strud-
wick said. “I wanted a resort
that offered massages and
had a spa.Igoton the Internet
to look for it and it took me
forever. I thought to myself,
‘This is why people don’t do
this for themselves.’ “

So, she decided to go into
business for herself, helping

O
UENTER
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others to plan that special
romantic date, trip, gift or
event. “My first event was for
a military gentleman who had
missed his first two anniver—
saries because he was
deployed,” Strudwick said.
“He wanted to do something
special, so I arranged dinner
reservations for him and his
wife, a gift basket and sent a
masseuse to their home.”

Strudwick also is a travel
agent through Global Travel
Agency, which allows her to
secure discounts, which she
passes on to her clientele.

“I keep a database of all my
customers, and when or if
they’d like to be reminded of
upcoming important dates,”
she added.

When asked why she want-
ed to share this coordinating
skill in the form of a business
built around romance, Strud-
wick smiled. “I wanted some—
thing that was going to bene—
fit couples,” she said. “I just

From page 11

found developmental disabil-
ities and sensory deficits. :

To help speed up the reno-
vations and make up for the
loss of government funding,
an anonymous donor has
stepped forward and offered
to match donations during
the coming year. -

Other fundraising efforts
include the Stars, Hearts
Fashion & Fun Fashion Show
Feb. 13 at the Hyatt Regency
Tampa and an All That Glit-
ters Wine Tasting and Silent
Auction Sept. 20.

“This is such a great pro-
gram,” said Tankersley, “You
wouldn’t believe the pride
and confidence it brings to
our workers.”

After the presentation, the

BHA voted to donate $500 to
the center.

For more information
about the center and its
fundraising efforts, call 870~
1300.

This s the third Good Neigh—
bor Award that the BHA has
presented. The first two went
to Shelley Blood of the Hills—
borough County Office of
Neighborhood Relations and
the Hillsborough County Parks
Maintenance Unit on Natures
Way headed by Jeff Mauch for
their help in the Bloomingdale
PRIDE program.

All recipients will have their
names engraved on a plaque
located in the Bloomingdale
Community Office on Bell

.Shoals Road.

LeTTERS! COMMENTS? QUESTIONS?

o

E-mail: Letters@BloomingdaleGazette.com

LESLIE WHITE/Photo

Yolanda Strudwick owns Concierge
of Romance inc. j

love romance. I want to make
other couples as happy as my
husband and I are when we do
things like this.”

Most of the time, Strudwick
said, people call with an idea,
or simply with a desire for
something romantic. The
possibilities are endless, she
added.

“I can book dinner reserva—

Out Of Romance

tions in advance for all the
special times of the year,” she
said, “I can have a personal
chefsent to your home to pre—
pare French cuisine. I can
have a masseuse sent as well.”
Strudwick even will arrange
limos and dinner cruises. She
even has secured tickets to
sold-out Buccaneers games.
. “T've got connections,” she
said with a grin. “I can get you
tickets for shows in New York
or Vegas, set up a private
yacht or jet. I also do small,
intimate weddings.” She'’s
even willing to fight holiday
crowds for that hard-to-find

Strudwick starts with her
clients’ interests and hobbies
and goes from there. She also
offers unique, personalized
gifts. :
Contact Strudwick at 662—
6157 or online at
www.conciergeofromance.co
m. Her e-mail address is
conciergeromance@aol.com.

for our
NEW LOCATION in
BLOOMINGDALE!
NEW Rail-Road-Themed
Office and Exam Rooms

Separate Well-Visit and
Sick-Visit Enfrances

Courtesy Prenatal
visits choose

(813) 655-0292

Florencio A. Nadal, M.D.,
Tomas de Brigard, M.D.,

= i e S uree e

7 NADAL PEDIATRICS

888 South Parsons Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

FAA
Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P.
FAA

Janet M. Bucklsy, A.R.N.P
Joyce I. Young, ARN.E -

——————

376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511
(813) 681-7101

Extended Hours for Well Visits
8am - 8pm, Monday - Thursday
Bloomingdale only
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Cimino Cool Cats

Above, Cool Cats for October in grades kindergarten to two at Cimino Elementary School are, front row, from left, Olivia Figh, Curtis Tumicki, Anthony Werner,
Danielle Miller, Kristina Lee, second row, Kelly Maxwell, Chris Miranda, Elizabeth Farrell, Chad Elton, Madison Anderson, Jenny Scharp, third row, Victoria Harris,
Sara Pittman, Alexandra Melillo, Ana Villa, Kaleb Evans, top row, Mara Seat, Leah Menetre, Allison Agoglia, Petie Bistolfi, Larissa Randall, Morrigan Carsey, Karli
Crognale. Below, Cool Cats for October in grades three to five at Cimino Elementary School are, front row, from leit, are Kikenna Hawkins, Kyle Willnow, Sarah
Gulley, Chris Bosek, Hayley Cutler, Randa Ibrahim, Stephanie Mikel, Sarah Musselman, John Kelly, third row, Ashley Joseph, Kacie Hollenbaugh, Billy Caulley,
Brandon Acquavina, Christopher Cerjan, top row, Jordan McDonough, Casey Field, Billy Mulcahy, Kinley Cole, Eric Agoglia.
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On Bloomingdale, Belluc-
cia is proposed adding a 436—
foot eastbound right turn lane
so John Moore residents can
turn without waiting for a
green light. The office and
commercial development will
have one right-in, right-out
driveway on Bloomingdale to
prevent people from making
left turns out of the center.
And the developer is currently
negotiating with the county to
add a full traffic light at the
Bloomingdale Fire Station so
patrons can turn left on
Bloomingdale.

These improvements, he
said, will take Bloomingdale
from an “F” grade of service to
a “D” grade of service.”

The center’s driveway on
John Moore Road also will be
restricted to right turns out.
Left turns will be permitted
into the shopping center but
Belluccia said a median will
be built in the center of John
Moore that will allow up to
four cars to stack while await—

_ir{g a chance to turn left into

"COUNCIL

the center.

Belluccia said the center is
expected to generate 28 addi-
tional trips at evening peak
hours. Barclay principle Jeff
Surrency said he thinks what’s
being proposed is vastly dif-
ferent than the rezoning the
residents fought previously.

“We think our plan is far
less dense than what was orig—
inally proposed,” he said,
adding that Barclay has
agreed to specific architectur—
al style, has limited uses and
operating hours, will be sav—
ing as many of the oak trees as
possible and will install mon-
ument signs rather than the
less aesthetic pylon signs.

He told residents that Bar—
clay will be limited to commer-
cial neighborhood uses, pro-
hibiting car lots, convenience
stores, gas stations, adult uses,
fast—food restaurants, liquor
stores, bars, pawn shops or
check-cashing centers.

The anchor of the develop-
ment will be a 10,880-square-
foot CVS pharmacy. The

development also will have a
6,000-square-foot retail build—-
ing, a 3,500-square—foot bank
with a drive-through and
12,000 square feet of office
space. Surrency said the com—
mercial building will contain
four tenants at the most and
possibly just one.

“It will be somewhat similar
in style to the Stein Mart devel-
opment (Shoppes of Lithia)
with the rock fagade,” he said.

Office hours will be limited
to 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. and com-
mercial hours to 7 a.m. to 11
p.m. CVS hours will be 8 a.m.
to 10 p.m. although it may
later request to operate 24
hours if it discovers there’s a
demand. The development
also includes a significantly
larger buffer than was origi-
nally proposed, Surrency
added. Barclay is proposing a
30-foot landscape buffer
along Bloomingdale and a 35—
foot buffer along John Moore.

Traffic remained residents’
biggest concern. Lydia Har—
rod, a Bloomingdale West res~

ident and board member for
the Bloomingdale Homeown-~
ers Association, asked Barclay
to look into the possibility of
adding a right turn only lane
to John Moore as well so stu-
dents headed to Blooming-
dale High School can turn
right without waiting for the
traffic headed north.

Bob Appleyard of Sunrise
Homes said he will consider
donating additional right of
way but believes they have
bent over backward to
accommodate the residents’
requests already.

“Barclay has accommodated
every legitimate request,” he
said. “In fact, they've gone
beyond what they needed to do
by improving the traffic situa—
tion. And now people are say—
ing that's not good enough.”

But resident Matthew Carl-

son believes the developers
should go overboard.
" “If they want to come into
our neighborhood, they
should be willing to make
improvements,” he said.

Outlook 2004

From page 10

intersection of Bloomingdale
Avenue and Lithia-Pinecrest
Road.

Good news came in the
form of the groundbreaking
for the new south Brandon
library to be built on the east
side of Bloomingdale High
School. The next step is to
select aname.

Areas that the BACC will
continue monitoring during
the coming year include con-
struction taking place along

and near Bloomingdale
Avenue and Bell Shoals Road.
Security

The Hillsborough County
Sheriff's Office has imple-
mented numerous programs
that have helped improve
safety and security in the area
as well as address concerns
for homeland security. To be
effective and continue to
improve our safety and secu-

y, all of us must be actively

Swevolved. The BACC is contin-
uing the educate residents on
the need to secure homes and

cars and watch neighbors’
property.

Safety

Significant progress was
made in the area after the
long~awaited construction of
additional = sidewalks in
Bloomingdale West and on
Bell Shoals Road were com-
pleted.

One special area of concern
remaining is near Cimino Ele-
mentary School.

FishHawk Ranch residents
found out first hand how
important it is to learn about
their surroundings when an
ammonia pipeline was ille-
gally penetrated. This was the
first ime many Bloomingdale
residents realized these same
chemical lines run along
Bloomingdale Avenue.

Contact Deputy Pete Mau-
rer or CSO Sandy Capitano at
the sheriff’s Bloomingdale
Community Substation for
additional information on
the BACC, 635-8040.

A free video presentation.

and our financial experts, as we d
* The aftermath of 2003

To reserve a seat for yourself and

Tuesday, Jan. 13,2004
11:30 AM
3616 Erindale Dr.

A'Turning point

fr America?

Join our special guest David Gergen, former White House advisor

* The upcoming election and its effect on the economy
* Strategies for your portfolio in 2004

Share your opinions and be part of an exclusive Edward Jones poll
by visiting www.edwardjones.com/outiook. You'lt also find out more
about the topics and guests on the broadcast.

or stop by. If you are unable to join us for this free special video
presentation, please ask about other viewing opportunities.

(1 block S. of Stein Mart, off Lithia Pinecrest)

iscuss:

a relative or friend, please call

Dan Sammons, CLU
3616 Erindale Drive
Valrico, FL 33594
813-681-1462

Edward Jones

Serving Individual Investars Since 1871
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Valrico Cardsmart Now Open

By LINDA CHION KENNEY

Retirement was not in the
picture for Sandee and Ken
White who for 20 years oper—
ated two Hallmark stores in
New York.

Four years ago, the former
‘Catskill Mountains, N.Y., resi—

dents bought a house in River |

Hills, close to their daughter
and grandchildren.

The logical plan was to
move to Florida full time and
open a store near their River
Hills home. With a ton of
research into the Cardsmart
discount card and value gift
franchiser, the Whites decid—
ed to open a Cardsmart of

their own in the new retail .
section adjacent to the Albert-

son's grocery store at Bloom-—

NEIGHBORS

ingdale Avenue and Lithia-

Pinecrest Road.
Unfortunately for the

Whites, they missed the Hal-

loween and Thanksgiving

season, and much of the
Christmas shopping season,
but only because the other
retailers in the center had
been delayed in their open-
ings. A nail salon, Quizno's
sub shop, a barber, pet store,
a dry cleaner’s, a steakhouse,
alearning center and a dance

“studio are coming, but Cards—

mart is the first off the block
and interest is picking up
daily.

Credit for that word-of—
mouth endorsement goes to
the selection at Cardsmart,

* See VALRICO, Page 23
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Cardsmart is stocked with a full line of quality, discounted cards and paper
goods, as well as popular collectibles and a full range of unique gift items. The
Whites opened the store after running Hallmark stores in New York for 20

years.

From page §

ed to charities that serve peo—
ple in need such as the Emer-
gency Care Help Organization
in Brandon.

“We donate it,” Popple said.
“Why throw it out? We should
donate it. We take pride in
that as well.”

For more than two years
Popple had been the general
manager at the Panera in
Westfield Shoppingtown
Brandon. Now, at the new
Panera, he will serve cus—
tomers who can dine in “cozi-
er, smaller pockets” of space.
There’s been a great use of
arches, with carpeted floors
mixed in with tiles.

As at the other Panera
establishments, customers
who dine in and take out their
orders will line up at the same
set of cash registers. But in the

SPA

new Panera, one staff of work—
ers will prepare the dine-in
orders while a separate staff
prepares the take—out orders.
Customers will pick up their
respective orders at two sepa—
rate serving bars.

“We shoot for two—minute
ticket times, rivaling McDon-
ald’s and Burger Klng, Pop-
ple said. “But you're getting
casual dmmg, not a fast-food
atmosphere.”

Dough-is delivered daily
and all items are prepared
with fresh ingredients. Hot
bread can be expected out of
the ovens every half hour, and
the bread stays hot for up to
one hour, Popple said. Dining
inside is for 75 seats; another
30 seats are available for out-
side dining.

“I hope we'te not big

enough,” he said of his café’s
size. “I hope that we're always
packed and always jammed
and everyone wants to go to
Panera. And you'll still get
your food in two minutes.”

Menu items include
breads, bagels, Danish, crois—
sants, cinnamon roles and
cookies. Soups, salads and
sandwiches are always fresh
and prepared on site.

New at the Valrico Panera
will be a smokehouse turkey
panini sandwich that other
Paneras will begin serving in
about a month’s time: Also,
the new Panera will be whip-
ping its own whipped cream
toppings, a practice the other
Panera cafes will begin in
about two month'’s time.

Also first in the Valrico Pan—
era will be a new bread, an

“artisan bread” baked on a
traditional deck oven.
Popple, who had expected

to be “a band director at one

of the local high schools,”

instead looking forward t..

meeting hungry Blooming-
dale families in the Panera
Bread company's newest
Florida store. ‘

“People who come into my
bakery café, I want them to
know me, and know that they
can come to me with their
bakmg or other restaurant
issues,” he said.

“I want them to know I'll
take care of them.”

Popple noted that charities,
churches and schools inter—
ested in discounts and dona—
tions should call the corporate
offices at 877—7533 and ask for
the donations department.

From page 15

progress. Guests are given the
choice of a citrus, rose petal or
fresh orange pedicure.
Wazxing is also available, as
are a variety of body treat-
ments including the Illumi-
nating Salt Glow, which uses
Dead Sea salts to exfoliate the
skin; the Seaweed Body Wrap,
which uses refined marine
elements to both exfoliate and

smooth to encourage circula-
tion and overall purification;
the Sun Contract, which is a
shimmering sunless tan that
also includes both exfoliation
and smoothing; and the
Hydrating Paraffin Body
Wrap, which is a luxurious
treatment wrapping the entire
body in warm paraffin wax,
which both softens and mois—

turizes skin.

Spa packages are available
for both men and women and
come in both half days and
full days, including either
breakfast or lunch.

‘This area is amazing,” said
Adams. “In the first four
weeks we went through 750
menus. We want to thank the
residents. People have been

very supportive, friendly and
welcoming. We're over-
whelmed at the response.”
Bleu Salon & Spa is located
at 3472 Lithia-Pinecrest Road
in Valrico. Call: 651-4020.
Hours are Tuesday and
Thursday from 9 a.m. to @
g.m., Wednesday and Frid
om 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and S
urday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

ol e et
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..ed for every person who
drives to drive responsibly. All
traffic laws must be obeyed.
There are no acceptable
excuses for breaking these
laws. They were put into effect
to save lives and decrease
damage to property. I would
challenge each of you to make
it your personal goal to set the
right example when you're
driving, for other drivers and
especially for our teenage
drivers,

We in the sheriff’s office
will continue to do our partto
enforce the laws.

Keeping our children safe

and secure is one of our top

priorities. Use your seatbelt
and be sure your children’s
seatbelts and car seats are
properly installed and
secured. Drivers must stop for
school buses in required
areas. Constant awareness
and watching for kids in and

around our homes and
schools is essential.
We all work hard and want

to keep our homes, cars and
er valuables safe and

VALRICO

secure. They are very impor-
tant to all of us. Each home-
owner has do his part to make
any security system work.
Please, close your garage
doors. Those residents who
don’tare inviting theft. Secure
your homes and cars when
you leave. Don’t be an easy
target. Watch out for your
neighbors. Report suspicious
activity. Call the sheriff’s
office dispatch at 247-8200 to
report problems. R _

Working together we will
continue to make our com-
munity a great place to live
and work.

It is our pleasure to serve
and protect you. Please do
your part and togetherwe will
succeed. Again, thank you all
for your support.

Deputy Pete Maurer is the
community resource deputy
for the Bloomingdale Sher-
iff’s Office Substation on Bell
Shoals Road. Also on duty at
the substation is Community
Service Officer Sandy Capi-
tano.

From page 23

which includes a full line of
cards and paper goods at an
every-day discount of 50 per—
cent. That leaves money left
over to invest in a full line of
collectibles and gifts that rep—
resent Sandee White's pen—
chant for shopping and trade
shows, where she prides her—
self on her merchandising
abilities.

“If it’s all over the place, I
don't want it,” Sandee White
said about her self-imposed
selection criteria for unique
gifts. “I pride myself on trying
to fill the store with more
unique things.”

Included in the store’s
stock are Precious Moments,
Department 56, Willow Tree,
Snowbabies, Ty and Boyd's
collectibles, as well as popu-

lar jewelry items such as link
bracelets, and soy candles,
which burn without soot.

“I designed the store,”
Sandee White said. “I like an
organized store that’s neat
and easy to shop. I am the
merchandiser, the buyer, and
my husband handles all the
technical stuff and the busi-
ness end.” .

It's a match made in heav-
en. ‘
“I always wanted a gift
shop, and so we’ve been
doing it for 20 years,” Sandee
White said. “Neither of us had
any experience before we got
into this, but I always had a
flair for design and gifts. I truly
love all this stuff.”

Cardsmart is open 10 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

LETTERS? COMMENTS? QUESTIONS?

E-mail: Letters@BloomingdaleGazette.com

TIME
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From page 18

shopping and was very
pleased with the outcome.”
Once the needs are estab-
lished, customers can expect
to be contacted by Carlton to
see if there's anything she can
pick up on her excursions.
Carlton spends about 10
hours a week shopping, but
most of her work time is spent
at home making lists, calls
and doing the planning, all
while being able to be “mom”
to her daughters. ;
Currently, Time Flies" serv—
ices are limited to Brandon
and Valrico area, but Carlton

Lookfor youf

is hoping to expand to Sun
City Center where she hopes
to be of service to elderly peo—
ple who are unable to do all
they need for themselves.

For more information, visit
www.timefliesltd.com or e-
mail
shannon@timefliesltd.com.

She can be reached at 924
4679. As a New Year's special,
Carlton is offering 10 percent
off the first month’s errands.

“I want my clients to get to
know me, and think of me as
patt of their staff or family so
they’re comfortable.”

neighborhood news
The Bloomingdale
- Gazette

o Stratford Trace
o Bristol Green

WHOW AW

- The Absolute Finest in Spa
Comfort, Performance ez Style

Whether you call it a spa, hot tub or jacuzzi, you'll call your Caldera spa “heaven.”
Ease into the warm, swirling waters of your Caldera spa and instantly feel the
transformation begin. Knots of tension dissolve under the soothing-comfort of the
exclusive hydromassage jets. Your Caldera hot tub can also breathe new life and

enjoyment into gatherings with family and friends. -

Thanks to all my neighbors in:

» Savannah Landings
* Bloomingdale East

who purchased their spa at Tampa Bay Spas. Come in and see why
your neighbors are so pleased with their new spa.

Tampa Bay Spas

210 S Kings Ave, Brandon

Open: Mon-Fri 11-7, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-3

* River Crossing

Dave Corson,
Bloomingdale East

* Free Delivery & Setup
* Free Insulated Cover
+ Free Water Care Kit

813.654.9300

www.calderaspas.com
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A Visit From St. Nick
Santa and Mrs.
Claus will visit

~ . Bloomingdale
children Dec. 13.

News Report

. Santa and Mrs.
" Claus will make their
15th annual visit to
Bloomingdale to meet
with the community’s
children and hear
Christmas wish lists.

" The jolly couple will *
be at the Blooming-
dale Comihunity

Inside Connections, 4

ffice, 509 11 4
, Qmﬁs Roid’ Decl_?‘is Meet Your Neighbors, 5
~om 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. s A
Last year, rgore Substation Notes, 6
than 100 residents
met with Santa and Yard of the Month, 7 ‘

Mrs. Claus, bringing
with them hundreds
of cans of food ear-
marked for local char—
ities. '
In exchange for a
donation of canned
goods, children were
treated to a free photo
with Santa, courtesy
of the Bloomingdale
Homeowners Associ-
ation. B
Santa and Mrs.
Claus are currently
seeking  volunteer
elves to help with the
effort. Any teenagers
interested in obtain—
ing community serv—
ice' hours can contact
the BHA at 681-2051.

Community Council; 8
Property Maﬂagér, 9
Calendar, 13

Class Notes, 14

Births, 18

PRIDE cleans
up the
' neighborhood

see page 15

Groundbreaking for new library set for this month. s>
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Groundbreaking Set For South Brandon Library_

By D’ANN WHITE

Just in time for Christmas,
Bloomingdale is getting a gift
from Hillsborough County —
the long-awaited ground-
breaking for the new South
Brandon Library.

It will be followed by anoth—
er gift next Christmas — the
completion and opening of
the new library.

A groundbreaking ceremo-
ny for the 15,000-square—foot
library on Bloomingdale
Avenue east of Bloomingdale
High School is set for Dec. 8 at
3:30 p.m. ,

Residents attending can
park in the Bloomingdale
High School parking lot.

More than 500 invitations
for the groundbreaking cere-
mony have been mailed to
county commissioners,
library officials, libyary sup-
porters and members of the

now—forming South Brandon
Library chapter of the Friends
of the Library, accerding to
library public relations direc—
tor Patrice Koerper.

Among those who have
tentatively agreed to attend
are County Commissioners
Ronda Storms and Jim Nor-
man, both of whom lobbied
for the additional funds for
the library to relieve over-
crowding at the Brandon
Regional Library,

The nonprofit Friends of
the Library promotes and
raises funds for the library.

Bloomingdale resident and
former librarian Pat Boody
has agreed to help organize
the south Brandon chapter.
Among those who have
stepped up to the plate to help
are Bloomingdale resident
Julie Owens and Dot Smelt, a
member . of the Brandon
Genealogical Society, which

will use the new library to help
residents trace their genealo—

“I'm really excited to have a
library in our community,”
said Owens, who has children
attending Burns Middle
School. “That’'s why I've
offered to help with gthe
Friends.”

“We're in the process of
working with a number of res—
idents on the formation of a
Friends of the Library chap—
ter,” said Suzy George, chief
librarian for the eastregion for
the Hillsborough County Pub~
lic Library System. Member—
ship fees in the friends are $10
for individuals and $25 for a
family.

George added that South

‘Brandon Library is just the

working title for the new
library.

County commissioners are
charged with selecting a

name, and residents are wel—
come to send suggestions to
the Hillsborough County
Library Board by calling 273-
3660.

“The board will evaluate
and make recommendations
to the county commission,
probably closer to the library
opening,” said George.

The library, designed with a
brick and stucco fagade, will
have 15,000 square feet of
space with room to expand
another 10,000 square feet,
which would make it a region-—
al library. :

It will feature covered book
drop areas, a 1,500-square—
foot children’s library
enclosed in glass, a computer
lab, two group meeting rooms
for eight to 10 people and two
tutoring rooms for four to six
people.

The library will open with
35,000 books.

Say You saw IT IN ] HE BLOOMINGDALE (GAZETTE

egular churchgoers are happier and
healthier, they have higher incomes,
better marriages and stronger families...

We’re Saving a Place for You!

F

You'll find fiiendly people, relevant messages and uplift-
ing music. Plus, diverse small groups for all ages, all
backgrounds and all people who are seeking the comfort

and support of a caring, Christian community.

Visit us this Sunday!
8:00am . .vouvs ......SOUTHERN GOSPEL
) HOUR OF WORSHIP
9:30/aM 11 yiesnpenes s CONTEMPORARY PRAISE
& WORSHIP
11:00 am s e diesils TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
WITH CHOIR & ORCHESTRA

irst United Mathodist Church

| ?‘ﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁ

. { | I
689-4161 [
www.fumcbrandon.org
120 North Knights Avenue | | Bloomingdale

-County Hopes To Improve Traffic Flow

-, AVAILABLE!
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By MACK AUSTIN

Improving the traffic flow
at one of the busiest intersec—

Stqd)’_

e Jhars hE
!“:»4:..- @il el

1
AR
2

tions in all of Hillsborough _ oL : o et S ﬁ

R T ALt
- ‘ .t

County sounds like an impos—
sible task. But it is an imme-
diate challenge that the Hills—
borough County staff and
engineers are undertaking

with input from the commu-
nity. : '

After numerous hours of
conducting traffic studies
and completing months of
planning, Hillsborough
County staff members held a
public meeting at Blooming-
dale High School last month
to show residents the current
plans for improving traffic
flow at the intersection of
Bloomingdale Avenue and
Bell Shoals Road.

After recently obtaining the
undesired record of being the
No. 2 intersection in all of

See TRAFFIC, Page 23

MACK AUSTIN/Photo
Bruce Korte, owner of the Ace Hardware store in Bloomingdale Square, studies the improvements proposed for the in-
tersection. Like many business owners in Bloomingdale Square, he hopes the changes will improve traffic flow and
safety for his customers. -

SMART LOAN PRIME RATE
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RIVER HILLS MORTGAGE

Serving the Tampa Bay area Since 1989
Lowest Fixed Rates in Florida

Located at the entran;é».!é River Hills Country Club
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4316 New River Hills Parkway e Valrico, Florida 33594

Reduced Paperwork! Fast Closings!

Call Tim Dunne at

654-1044

A.PR. based on $150,000 loan amount. Rates and terms subject to change. Rates were current at printing date. Equal housing lender. 361223
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Your Inside Connections

The Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association, Inc.

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, F1.33594. (813)
681-2051. Fax: (813) 651-1129

E—-mail: Bloomingdale. Homeowners@Verizon.net

Web Site: www.BloomingdaleGazette.com

BHA meetings are at the community office on the 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

Vice President — Russell Jones

Treasurer — Dale Kahn

Recording Secretary — Alice Burleson
Correspondence Secretary — David West
Trustee — Myron Magedanz

Trustee — Michael Buday

Property Manager — Al Devney

Bloomingdale Mobile Watch
Coordinator/Equipment Manager —

Tony Diolosa, 681-1146

President — Ted Grable
Vice President — Joe Hickle
Treasurer — Pam Liguori
Director — Tony Diolosa
Director — Steve Heckel

Treasurer — Paul
Kelmer, 681-9701

Director — Cheryl Kehrmeyer Patl'ol Membel‘ —_ Wireless provider for Blootmingdale Mobile Waich
Director — Michele Caballer Steven Heckel
Director — Billy Hightower 654-4266 ’

Director —Jane Lee
Director— Stanley Lee
Director — Lydia Harrod

Patrol Member — Brad Scharp, 643-5000
Patrol Member — Paul Warr, 685-7883

Bloomingdale Special Bloomingdale Oaks Special Taxing District
Taxing District P.0. Box 3132, Brandon, FL 33509-3132. (813)

3509 Bell Shoals Rd., Valrico, FL 33594

(813) 684-6667

BSTD meetings are held at the community

office on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

685-2817
BOSTD meetings are held at 3419 Cade Lane on the
2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.

President — Bill Grace

President — Thom Snelling Treasurer — Fred Englehart

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980
| 3509 Bell Shoals Rd.
Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 681-2051
" Fax: (813) 651-1129
E-Mail: News@BloomingdaleGazette.com or dwhite2@mediageneral.com

Executive Director — Joe Liguori
Editor — D’Ann White
Correspondent — Mack Austin
Correspondent — Leslie White
Restaurant Critic — Elton Dumont

Published by Sunbelt Newspapers — 505 W. Robertson,
Brandon, F1.33511. (813) 657-4500

The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along
with The Tampa Tribune on the first Saturday of each month.
Publisher — Carla Rockwell-Floyd
Advertising Manager — Tami Donaldson; phone: 627-1322; e-mail: tdonaldson@tampatrib.com
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“Meet Your Neighbors

By D’ANN WHITE

It’s hard for Pam and Joe
Liguori to imagine that there
are Bloomingdale residents
who have never been to a
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association meeting, and
aren’t even sure what the BHA
is or does.

Being involved in their
community, helping neigh-
bors and committing count—
less volunteer hours - to
Bloomingdale is a way of life
for the couple.

Since moving to their
Bloomingdale East home
from Texas in 1986, the
Li%;.loris have made it a point
to be involved.

Back then, noted Joe,
Bloomingdale East was still in
its infancy. Augusta Village,
where they purchased their
home, was newly built and
Dumont Drive had just 12
houses on it.

“Everything else was just

fields,” recalled Pam. “It felt
like wilderness out here.”

The Liguoris, who have
been married 24 years, have
always gotten involved in the
communities in which they
lived, and Bloomingdale was
no exception.

They promptly joined the
board of the Bloomingdale
Gazette, which at that time
met at the Bloomingdale West
home of the editor, Susan
DeLuca.

“I'd always had an interest
in writing so I thought this
would be a nice way to get
involved,” said Joe.

His community involve-
ment continued to increase
when he retired from his
career in automotive sales.

“I didn’t have any hobbies,
but I like to keep active, so 1
got active in my community,”
hesaid. From the board of the
Gazette, Liguori joined the
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association board, | then

served on the Bloomingdale
Special Taxing District and
the Bloomingdale Area Com-
munity Council. ,

Liguori now  devotes
numerous hours each week as
executive director of the
Bloomingdale Gazette, helps
manage the BHA office and
serves as a liaison between the
BHA and the taxing district.

Although Pam still works at
Verizon, she also is active in
the BHA, serving as the secre—
tary.

The couple are charter
members of St. Stephen
Catholic Church where Joe
has served as vice president of
the Men's Club and as head
usher and Pam is a member of
the Community for Women
and the Red Hat Society. Both
serve on the church’s
bereavement committee as
well.

If that wasn't enough to
occupy himself, Joe serves on
the Hillsborough County Sign

Appeals Board and volunteers
as a poll worker on-élection
days. o

“We certainly keep busy,”
said Pam, adding that they
reserve Fridays as a date night
so they have time to catch up
with one another. . ‘Some
weeks we feel like we’re just
passing each other.” =+

But it's the holiday season
when the Liguoris find them-
selves at their busiest.

For 15 vyears. now,,:the
Liguoris have served . as
Bloomingdale’s official Santa
and Mrs. Claus. s

Not only do the Liguoris
meet with more than 100'chil—
dren each year at the' BHA
office, but they visit withi chil-
dren at schools, churehes,
hospitals and charity events.

They've been offered
money to play Santa and Mis.
Claus at stores, but théy've
turned down all offers. - #* I

See NEIGHBOR, Page 22
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« Cocktail Lounge
* Private Parties
» Satellite Sports
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Buy 1Get 1 Half Priee!

Purchase 1 Entrée at Regular Price & Receive
2nd Entrée of Equal or Lesser Value at 50% Off

One coupon per party, per visit.

« Toddler Play Area
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|
|
or Take-Out :
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f
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! ool ! Featuring Over 85 ltems |
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813-685-8908 ¢ Fax 813-654-9406
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Happy Hour...

all the time!
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_Yard of the Month
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Bloomingdale Substation Notes $

A new memorial at the Campo Family YMCA remembers local teenagers who
have died, including a number in car accidents. The Sheriff's Office reminds
drivers to be especially careful during the holiday season.

R
MACK AUSTIN/Photo

Tomtayders
Fanitiri

& PRESSURE WASHING

TIPS WHEN
CHOOSING

A CONTRACTOR
FOR YOUR NEXT
PROJECT

ays ask to see the proper licenses _
3 ability and workers comp. insurance certificates from
contractors agents
‘= Be sure any subcontractors have same insurance.
* Always get a written proposal spelling out costs, material, payments,
The best advice for any homeowner is to be aware. It pays to do
' and asle the right questions to ensure you are getting

I.

Call today for the best quality at the best price.

Dependability « Quality « Value

Residential & Commercial - FREE Estimates

www.tomhaydenpainting.com

355020

65 4-13 1 3 Serving thy Brandon area for 15 years. References Available,
Fax 653-2491 Bondod-Licenser-fnsured FPA 4506

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER

Time off and travel

These two things can be fun
or trouble. We all know what
it takes to make our holiday
seasons safe and secure:
Keeping our families, our—
selves, our homes and our
belongings safe and secure
during holiday season is
essential.

Being aware of our sur—
roundings, locking up our
valuables and following good
safety habits will make our
holidays memorable ones,
not miserable ones.

We must also remember
that December is one of the
most traveled months of the
year. Many folks are still very
concerned about the safety of
flying and will instead choose

‘to drive to their destinations.

This means thousands more
cars on the highways.

There will be every type of
driver imaginable on the
highways and roads. They’ll
range from teenagers with
only limited experience to
truck drivers with years of
experience. Before you begin
your long trips, each family
should-sit down and take the
time to discuss the dangers of
holiday driving, how they can
protect themselves and not
let a tragedy ruin their holi-
days..

Of the thousands of drivers
traveling on the roads for the
holidays, there are four types
to watch out for:

Sleepy drivers — According
to the National Sleep Founda—
tion, over half of the nation’s
drivers (51 percent) admit to
driving drowsy, pushing
themselves too far. Among
those, 18 to 29 years old, near—
ly one-quarter (24 percent),
reported that they actually fell
asleep at the wheel. Most of
these drivers also admitted to
being impatient, driving
faster and feeling more
stressed. Plan your trip and
allow time for adequate rest
stops. Watch out for sleepy
drivers. They usually speed
up, then slow down or weave
back and forth.

Distracted drivers — Dri-
ving while distracted has

become such a serious prob-
lem that law enforcement
officers now note “driver dis—
tracted” on accident reports.
This can seriously affect your
auto insurance rates. The’
types of distractions noted
could fill a book. They cover
everything from cell phones,
PDAs, eating, putting on
makeup, changing clothes,
talking to passengers, read-
ing, shaving and now even
watching videos or working
on a laptop computer. The
mind can concentrate fully on
only one thing at a time. Make
yours concentrate on your
driving.

Drunk drivers — These are
some of the most dangerous
drivers. Nearly 40 percent of
all traffic fatalities are alcohol-
related. These drivers are
unpredictable, can be very
aggressive and usually aren’t
the ones that get injured seri-
ously. Watch for the’signs of
this type of driver — weaving,
back and forth, driving very
slowly or following the emer—~
gency lane line. Alert law
enforcement if you see them.
Don't be one of them. :

Aggressive drivers — The
holidays put a lot of stress on
some people. Some people
are very aggressive drivers no
matter what the season of the
year. If you are driving near an
aggressive driver, do not con~
front them or aggravate them.
They can be very unpre-
dictable. You don’t know if
they are armed or drunk or on
drugs. Some drugs will make
drivers very aggressive. Just
back off, avoid eye contact, do
not flash your lights and don’t
let your fingers do the talking.
You won't like the conversa—
tion. _

Avoid all of these types of
drivers. And definitely don’t
be one of them. Protect your—
self and your family by wear—
ing your seatbelts and insur—
ing young children are in
propetly installed car seats or
booster seats.

Congratulations

Our Sheriff's Office Bloom—\(i

ingdale Community Station -

See STATION, Page 6

4107 Canoga Park Drive

It was the giant oak tree in
the front yard that first attract—
ed Dee Liptok to the house at
4107 Canega Park Drive in
Bloomingdale West.

It not only gave the yard an
inviting feel but Liptok knew
its limbs would be the perfect
support for her reindeer and
sleigh, one of hundreds of
items she displays in her front
yard at Christmastime.

‘Liptok and her husband,
Gary, purchased the house
last December but didn’thave
time to decorate for Christ—
mas last year. So Liptok more
than made up for it this year.

After purchasing the home,
Liptok, an avid gardener,
began redoing the beds, con-
's.truc!:in}g~l a decorative timber
wall at the sidewalk and gen—
erally whipping the neglected
yard back into shape.

But by Halloween, her
thoughts had turned from
gardening to decorating. Lip-

=2

tok prides herself in putting

-together a Christmas display

that stops traffic.

She began putting up lights .
and decorations before Hal-
loween and was still working
on the project this week.

“Ijust love Christmas and I
love lights,” she said. “I just
keep putting stuff up until I'm
happy with the way it looks.”

Her display includes hun-
dreds of strands of lights,
giant candy canes, her rein—
deer and sleigh in the tree and
another five animated rein—
deer on the ground. Even with
all these wires, she said her
electric bill only rises by $15 to
$20 during the month.

As she puts the finishing
touches on the display, neigh—

bors drive by and shout their
approval.

“I decorate for me but it’s
nice when people drive by
and say they like it or when

ou see children with their
?aces pressed up against the
car window,” she said. “I'm
meeting more neighbors
doing this than I've met all
year.)!

CALL TODAY
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i ;
10 off
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Bloomingdale Area Community Council Report

By MACK AUSTIN

. The Bloomingdale Area
Community Council is made
up of residents from home-
owners associations in the
Bloomingdale area who work
directly with Bloomingdale
Community Resource Deputy
Pete Maurer, Community Ser—
vice Officer Sandy Capitano
aid ‘other local government
representatives to coordinate
the resolution of community
issues and concerns,

The BACC meets monthly
(the third Thursday at 7 p.m.
at the Sheriff’'s Communi
Substation on Bell Shoals
Road) to discuss issues that
have been brought to the
attention of a council mem—
ber, Maurer or Capitano. °

At the November meeting,
the Bloomingdale Area Com-—
munity Council welcomed
guests Hillshorough County
Commissioner Ronda Storms
and Audi Canney, the com-
missioner’s aide.

MACK AUSTIN/Photo

Construction on the Hillsborough County Water Department’s new pump station located behind the Parks Maintenance
Unit on Natures Way has been completed. The station is located on the site under consideration for a dog park.

New deputies wanted

The meeting began with
Deputy Pete Maurer sharing

Taking an

Earl

Retirement?

informed decision.

Time: 6:00pm
Place: 3616 Erindale Drive

arrange a free consultation.

Hember SIPC

What should you do with your
retirement plan distribution?

Don’t lose any of your savings to taxes or penalties. I can help

you understand your options. Join me for a seminar

on Company Plan Distribution Options.
~ Then you’ll be able 1o make a wise,

Date: Tuesday, December 9, 2003

(1" Block-South of Stein Mart, Off of Lithia Pinecrest)

Call today to reserve your seat or to

www.edwardjones com

EdwardJones

Serving Individual Inveators Since 16

Dan Sammons, CLU
3616 Erindale Drive
Valrico, FL 33594
813-681-1462

* their

Don-nw

information on good news

regarding a special program

the Sheriff's Office is actively
involved in, He noted that the
Sheriff's Office recently
received a “Creating a Culture
of Integrity Cooperative
Agreement Grant” to hire 24
community-oriented policing
deputies. “These deputies
respond only to calls within
neighborhoods and
work with quality of life issues
in their community,” said
Maurer.

The Sheriff’s Office still has
several deputies on active
duty in the military and also
lost many to the deferred
retirement program. To fill
these slots the Sheriff’s Office
is seeking the assistance of
community organizations to
identify potential candidates
for the program.

These individuals must
have a personal desire to serve
their communities and, when
selected, will receive scholar—
ships for tuition and exam
costs paid for by the Hillsbor—
ough County Sheriff’s Office
including a $1,000 supple-
mental payment per month
while attending the law
enforcement academy for five
months.

Applicants mustbe 21 years
old, have 60 credit hours of
college, be drug free for at

least two years, well groomed,
have no moving violations
within the past two years,
have no criminal violation
within five' years and n¢

drunken driving or drug con-
viction or any felony convic—
tions. Credit histories will be
checked.

Anyone interested in this |

program can call the Sheriff’s
Office  recruitment ::and

screening section at 247-8000 |

or check the department’s
Web site at
www.hcso.tampa.fl.us. The-
deadline for applications is
Dec. 12 at4 p.m.

Traffic

The first major topic of dis—
cussion was traffic. Members
of the council and guests were
updated on the proposal to
improve traffic flow on Bell
Shoals Road and Blooming-
dale Avenue.

Storms discussed several
traffic-related projects in
progress including the widen—
ing of Boyette Road, the
widening of Parsons Avenue
between State Road 60 and
Oakfield Drive, and plans to
consider removing truck traf—
fic from Bloomingdale

Avenue and Lithia-Pinecres._

Road. |
See COUNCIL Page 21
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_Property Manager’s Report

By AL DEVNEY

Irrigation

Thunder irrigation repaired
a broken main line in zone
one on Rosemead.

Brandon Irrigation
replaced a broken valve in
zone one on the Erindale sys-
tem, reconnected the broken
wiring across Erindale and
replaced a defective pump
relay switch on the Gotham

The Bloomingdale Gazette

E-Mail: News@BloomingdaleGazette.com

system.

During the monthly main-
tenance inspection, 27 spray
heads and three rotors were
replaced and three zone lines
and a rain sensor were
repaired. Additionally, there
were 76 light bulbs replaced.

Landscaping

Raymow completed the
first month of its new lawn
maintenance contract.

DPMI inventoried the grass
area and landscaping of the
Eagle Point entrance and
determined the BSTD cost per
year to assume the mainte-
nance responsibility.

Other

Russell Electric rewired the
lights at the Golf Manor
entrance and the BSTD is
waiting on TECO to restore
the electricity.

Say you saw it in

DPMI painted the entrance
at Tyndale. :

In the land of eat, drink and
pitch out the window, there
were 17 bags of litter picked
up along with a watch, five
telephones, a towel, a pair of
Bermudas, a shirt, a tooth-
brush, a Genie door opener, a

ossum and 45 cents. The

everages of choice were Diet
Coke for soft drinks, Bud Light
for beer and Jack Daniels for
distilled spirits.

T e e e

684-4001

725 Lithia Pinecrest Rd

www.davidandrewhairandspa.com

Al andhew
"WINTER RELEASE

We welcome you to.

Photos by Claudette Roehl

Héf/Mgke“p; by. a day of pampering to include...
lelaisy il o HAIR SERVICES

Cathy Turner « MICRO-DERMABRASION

Jonathan Coleman o FACIALS o WQ/)A\(:II_\K(%ARE

. o MASSAGE o
David Combs e MAKE-UP APPLICATIONS
Martie Webb e ARTISTIC TAN
e BODY TREATMENTS
Gift Certificates » FULL DAY SPA » 1/2 DAY SPA
Available A

g
o

i M \ From now until Christmas, David Andrew
8 | Hair Studio and Spa will be collecting
\ donations for Families First of Florida.

\ We are collecting tzs, gift certificates
and clothes for 55

Please leave your donations at the reception area.

ildren ages 8-18.
We prefer new items.

361217




10 ¢ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE ¢ December 2003

Association To Lobby For Glenhaven Slgnal

By D’ANN WHITE

For Bloomingdale Home-=
owners Association President
Ted Grable, it was more about
what the county isn’t doing to
remedy congestion on Bell
Shoals Road than what it is
doing.

At a public. meeting last
month, Grable said he was
disappointed to see that cer—
tain improvements endorsed
by the BHA had not been
incorporated into plans for
Bell Shoals Road.

With only $3 million to

work with, the county is plan-—,

ning safety improvements to
the intersection of Bell Shoals
Road and Bloomingdale
Avenue.

County project manager
Reg Alford said the county
agrees that Bell Shoals Road
between Bloomingdale
Avenue and Boyette Road
needs needs improvements.
He said long-range plans call
for Bell Shoals to be widened

D’ANN WHITE/Pholo

Bloomingdale Homeowners Association board members, from left, Ted Grable
and Stan and Jane Lee look over plans to improve the intersection of Bell

Shoals Road and Bloomingdale Avenue.

to four lanes with landscaped
medians.

But that will cost $13 mil-
lion, $10 million more than
the county has.

So county consultants
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came up with a compromise
designed to make the inter—
section of Bell Shoals and
Bloomingdale safer. They're
recommending _installing
traffic lights on Bell Shoals at
the entrance to Wal-Mart and
on Bloomingdale at the
entrance to Publix in Bloom—
ingdale Square. The pmposal
also calls for the installation of
traffic medians to prevent
motorists from making left
turns onto Bloomingdale
from the Bloomingdale
entrance closest to McDon—
ald's restaurant. A bus baPr
would be added on Bell
Shoals near the Kash n" Karry
entrance as well,

Southoak resident Lynn
Jahnke thinks the proposal
may make the intersection
safer,

“I agree with closing off
some of those exits,” she said.
“I don’t think people will like
it but it's going to save lives,
We see accidents around that
intersection constantly.
Someone's going to get
killed."”

But, at the same time,
jahnke wonders why the
county doesn't go further and
widen Bell Shoals Road.

“They talked about widen—
ing Bell Shoals to four lanes
five yearsago,” she said. “Tjust
feel like we're gettmg short-
changed. I can’t even make a
left turn out of my neighbor-

hood anymore. I live in fear of
the day my daughter gets her
driver’s license.”

Grable shared her con-
cerns. At the least, he said he’'d
like the county to install a traf—
fic signal at Bell Shoals and
Glenhaven Drive, one of the
Bloomingdale East entrances
experiencing the biggest
backups.

“I think we need to lobby
for additional funding so we
can at least put in a light at
Glenhaven.”

He also wants the county to
add a northbound turn lane at
Garnet Drive so traffic won'’t
back up when
attempts to make a left turn
onto Garnet, noting that his
wife, Mary, was rear—ended at
the intersection several years
ago.

“I think we could justify
those improvements now, "he
said.

The BHA board voted to
write County-Commissioner
Ronda Storms and ask tll’
the county try to find fundi
for those improvements now.

BHA board member and
government affairs liaison
Stan Lee is a traffic signal
engineer by profession and
estimates the cost'of a signal
at Glenhaven to be $100,000
to $200,000.

Lee met with Alford to dis—
cuss the plans and said he’s
also concerned about what
will happen to the shopping
center behind the Citgo sta—
tion where the BHA office is.
The county plans to put a
median along Bell Shoals in
front of it, preventing left
turns into the shopping cen—
ter.

“It’s going to kill that small

“center,” he said.

The board agreed to ask if a
median opening could be put
in there or if a service road can
be built behind the center
adjoining the Kash n’ Karty
driveway.

County staff wﬂl return to
the community with revised
plans based on their com-

ments in four to six mont
Alford said construction
expected to begin in June and
wrap up by December 2004.

someone -
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By D’ANN WHITE

' A Bloomingdale Avenue
property that was once target-—
ed for a Target store will now
become an old-fashioned
town village with a combina-
tion of homes and shops.

GBT Realty Corp. received
unanimous approval from
commissioners last month for:
a Traditional Neighborhood
Development overlay on a 43—
acre parcel on the north side
of Bloomingdale Avenue east
of Bloomingdale High School,
next to where the county is
constructing the South Bran—
don Regional Library.

The property was designat-
ed in the county’s future land
use plan for four residential
units per acre. GBT Realty,
based in Nashville, Tenn,,

.previously wanted to build a

Target on the property but the
area is not designated in the
county’s land use plan for so—
called big box developments.

Instead, the company came
back with a kind of town vil-
lage similar to what is being
considered for the Brandon
Main Street project off Lums—
den Road.

The development will
include shops and a mix of
residential in a village square
type of setting with the library
integrated into the site plan,
according to land planner
Rick Harcrow, representing
GBT. The only hitch in the
plan is whether bus service
will be available.

The Traditional Nelghbor—
hood Development overlay, a
new county land use designa—

£
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i Tradmonal Nelghborhood Development Coming To Bloomingdale

tion, requires a mass transit
component.

Commissioner Pat Frank
questioned whether the
developer would be able to
fulfill that requirement, not—
ing that there is currently no
bus service to that area.

“HARTline will have a little
bit of a problem coming up
with additional revenue,” she
said.

Harcrow said the developer
currently is negotiating with
HARTline to bring bus service
to the development.

“It is our intention to con—
tinue to work with HARTline
and hopefully create an
express route that would
come to our site,” he said,
adding this would be an ideal
location for an express route.
“What makes this, in our view,

Say you saw it in
The Bloomingdale Gazette

,,,,,
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Western Art

{Betw. Hwy. 301 & Providence) o

Hand-made
gift ideas

10312 Bloomingdale Ave.
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Rustic Ranch Furniture
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chairs & hutches for
your holiday dining.
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USTIC

o BRANDON ¢ (813) 621-2052

www.therusticranch.com

an ideal location for a (Tradi-
tional Neighborhood Devel-
opment) is there’s a new
library that's coming in next
door,. there’s Bloomingdale
High School, the YMCA is
across the street and there's a
nucleus of public and civic
uses, which we think mass
transit would help support.”

County Planning and
Growth Management manag-—
er Paula Harvey added that
GBT will not be allowed to
develop until mass transit is
available.

“They will not be able to
proceed with their develop-
ment until that commitment's
in place,” she said. “HARTline
is one of the reviewing agen—
cies. Until the mass transit
requirement has been met, we
don't issue permits.”
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Bloomingdale Residents Form Stay-At-Home

By D’ANN WHITE

Their days are filled with an
endless list of chores: packing
kids’ lunches, cooking, gro-
cery shopping, washing dish~
es, sorting and folding laun—
dry and countless other
household tasks.

In between, they chauffeur
children to and from school,
to ballet and judo classes,
Brownie meetings and school
functions. ;

Like their female counter—
parts, they sometimes feel
overworked, underpaid and
under—appreciated. But these
homemakers are all dads.

As more women find chal-
lenging, high-paying careers
in the workplace, it's the
fathers who are choosing to
stay at home and raise the
children — not out of necessi—
ty but by choice.

Just ask Bloomingdale resi-
dent Ray Alzamora.

He was a computer engi—
neer with a defense contrac-
tor in Washington, D.C., when
his wife was transferred to
Tampa.

“I didn’t make a conscious
decision to become a stay—at—
home dad,” said Alzamora.
“There just wasn't a stron
market here for my work an
my wife was taking on extra
responsibility, so it suited the
needs of our family for me to
stay home."”

That was five years ago. In
the interim, Alzamora found
he not only enjoyed the day—
to—day contact with his chil-
dren, now ages 8 and 3, but
discovered also he was a pret—
ty good homemaker.

Four-year-old Desiree Nguyen shows her dad, Van

she found and named Sarah.

“My children are so used to
me being there, they don't
think twice about it,” said
Alzamora. “It wasn’t until last
year that my oldest daughter
even realized that not all dads
stay at home.”

In fact, said Alzamora, he's
been able to use a lot of the
same skills he learned in busi—
ness at home, Now, instead of
managing a staff, he manages
two children. And, instead of
scheduling meetings, he

local Cemputer Stere
",
~ that does it all 1. LESS!
* Computer Sales & Service * PC Accessories & Upgrades

* Laser Printer / Office Jet Repair * Home videos to DVD Transfers
* Training - Digital Multimedia, Computer Management Skills,

Design & Assemble Your Own PC!
PC Repairs Starting At Only ... $49.9 5!

O — O 0

Discount Computer Depot . (813) 662-7117
' 601 S. Falkenburg Road, Suite 2-3 - Tampa
www.DiscountComputerDepot.com

schedules play dates and
teacher conferences.

“Ijust do what I have to do,
whatever it takes to maintain
the household,” he said. “If
it's important, you learn to do
it.”

He's become a fair cook,
manages to pick out clothes
for the kids that almost always
match and, after some trial
and error, he now knows how
to separate the whites from
the colored laundry.

“I think working inside the
home is harder than workin
outside the home,” he saicF,
validating a claim  female
homemakers have been mak-
ing for years. “You're
immersed in this job 24/7.
You can’t disconnect like you
can when you work outside
the home.”

There’s another disadvan—
tage, said Alzamora. Unlike at
his old job, he rarely has a
chance to get together with
other guys.

While there are plenty of
groups geared for stay-at—
home moms that Alzamora

d 5 W

N

D'ANN WHITEPHy

-Tam, and Tampa Area Dads At Home founder Ray Alzamora the snall

was welcome to join, he said
he felt a need to get together
with other men, especially
those facing the same chal-
lenges he faces as a stay-at-
home dad.

“’Most women like to hang
out with women, and the
same is true for men,” said
Alzamora. “It’s just natural
that we’'d want to hang out
together. So, after awhile,
without the interaction of
other adults, I was starting to
get bored out of my mind.”

He began searching the
Internet for organizations for
stay-at-home dads. He dis-
covered that, while there are
some active groups for dads
around major metropolitan
areas, there was no group in
the Tampa Bay area.

So he started his own.

Tampa Area Dads At Home
is a group.that meets for lunch
at least once a month to give
the fathers a chance to social—
ize, whether it’s talking sporty,
or discussing the latest theorg

See DADS, Page 23

f

Dads Group - o -

By D’ANN WHITE

Citing safety concerns, the
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association =~ unanimously
backed a recommendation by
county staff to remove Lithia—
Pinecrest Road and Bloom-
ingdale Avenue from the
county’s truck route plan.

Currently, the heavy phos-
phate  trucks traveling
between the Port of Tampa
and phosphate mines in east
Hillsborough County and
Polk County are able to use
Bloomingdale Avenue and
Lithia—Pinecrest Road.

In 2001, at the request of
FishHawk Ranch residents,
the Hillsborough County
Commission agreed not to
add FishHawk Boulevard to
the truck route plan and to
remove Boyette and Bell
Shoals roads from the list of
approved truck routes.

That left Lithia—Pinecrest,
Bloomingdale, State Road 60,
U.S. 301, U.S. 92, State Road

74, Causeway Boulevard,
valkenburg Road, Balm-
Wimauma Road, State Road
674 and County Road 672
open to through trucks in east
and south Hillsborough

County. By statute, all state
roads are required to permit
truck traffic.

But with the area’s increas—
ing residential population
and the proximity of schools,
ball fields and other youth-
friendly activities along
Bloomingdale and Lithia-
Pinecrest, residents felt the
phosphate trucks carrying
potentially toxic chemicals
were too dangerous. They
asked commissioners to con—
sider removing both roads
from the truck route plan.

Bill McCall, senior engineer
for the Hillsborough County
Transportation Division,
studied the request and deter—
mined that removing the
roads from the truck route
plan would not significantly
impact the trucking industry.
Truckers would still have two
east—-west routes, one on State
Road 60 and the other on
State Road 674 through Sun
City-Center, adding about six
miles to the truckers’ route.

Trucks hauling goods to
local stores or construction
sites would still be permitted
to use Bloomingdale and
Lithia—Pinecrest. However,
phosphate trucks and trucks

Calendar

Baseball tryouts

The Bloomingdale Classics
10-and-under- AAU travel
baseball team will hold try-
outs to fill approximately four
roster positions for the spring
season.

Players cannot turn 11
before Aug. 1, 2004. Tryouts
will be held at Bloomingdale
Little League Saturday, Dec.
13, and Saturday, Dec. 20 at 10
a.m. and Sunday, Dec. 14 at
noon. For information, call
662-0330.

Hanging out
The Campo Family YMCA
will present Middle School
Madness Dec. 13 from 7 to 10

p.m.
This is a.chance for middle

“wéchool students to head to the

YMCA for a night of dancing,
cosmic rock climbing and just
hanging out. The cost is $4 for
facility members and $6 for
guests. :

Red Kettle bells

St. Andrew’s  United
Methodist Church members
will once again ring the bell
and collect donations at the
Bloomingdale Publix through
Dec. 24 for the Salvation Army
and the Red Kettle program.

St. Andrew’s is also part—
nering with Grace Communi-
ty United Methodist Church
(FishHawk) to ring the bell at
the new Publix on Lithia—
Pinecrest Road south of
Bloomingdale Avenue.

Call: Sean McHale, 643-
5157.
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using those roads for cross—
state travel would be prohib-
ited. |

McCall’'s conclusion was
good news for the Blooming—
dale residents. BHA board
member and government
affairs liaison Stan Lee attend—
ed the public meeting last
month at which the amend-
ments were discussed. He
said the changes would divert
11.4 percent of the truck traf-
fic off Bloomingdale and
Lithia-Pinecrest.

However, Lee expects Sun
City Center residents will be
out in force to protest the
amendments at the Jan. 27
Hillsborough County Com-
mission hearing where com-~
missioners are slated to vote
on the changes‘to the truck
route plan. That's because the
changes will increase truck
traffic along State Road 674 by
10 percent, said Lee.

" With that in mind, BHA
President Ted Grable urged
the board to get the word out

R;sﬂentsHope T Put Brakes On Truck Traffic

to residents to either attend
the hearing or write or. e-mail
the county commission voic—
ing support for the amend-
ments. :

“We feel this would be in
the best interests of our com~—
munity. With Bloomingdale
High School, the new library,
the YMCA and the Little
League all on Bloomingdale,
the trucks are too dangerous.
This is no place for trucks
transporting dangerous and
caustic chemicals,” he said,

But with Sun City Center
residents  battling  the
changes, he fears the amend-
ments could be defeated at
the county commission level.

“This is one we have to win
because it will be five years
before the county considers
amending the truck route
plan again.”

For county commissioners’
phone numbers and e-mail
addresses, visit the county
Web site at hillsboroughcoun—

ty.org.
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