BLOOMINGDALE. GAZETTR

JANUARY 2008 ¢ THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE BLOOMINGDALE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION SINCE 1980

- Resolution:
Be Safer

Deputy Pete Maurer
urges residents to
stay safe in 2008

PAGE 18

Words To A Tea

Jane Austen visits
Tussie Mussie's
Tea Room in Plaza Bella

PAGE 19

INDEX

Yard of the Month. .................... 3

District News 12
Law Enforcement..................... 14

Santa Lights
The Night

n'

P JOY BOISSELLE/Gazette photo
Santa and Mrs. Claus and their trusty elf chauffer on Dec. 22 visited Windsor Woods, Cambridge Cove and Augusta Village,
where residents lined the streets with paper bag lanterns to celebrate Christmas and their respective wins in the BHA's second
annual luminaria contest. See story, page 4.

Time To Get Involved

BHA President urges residents to get
involved in their community, see page 8
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Emergency Care at Brandon Regional Hospital.

Whether a patient enters our doors for a major medical emergency or for i) Certiﬁéd Chest Pain Center

a broken bone, our staff is always here — 24 hours a day, seven days a week X
_ ’ 2 o y M Certified Stroke Center
- to diagnose and treat medical conditions with the latest technology in a

compassionate and timely manner. s B Dedicated CT Scanner

For more information about services provided by Brandon Regional Hospital, or to find a
physician, call Consult-a-Nurse® (813) 653-1065 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Se habla espafiol

Brandon Regional Hospital

www.BrandonHospital.com

BRANDON REGIONAL HOSPITAL ™ 119 Oakfield Drive ™ Brandon, Florida 33511 ™ conveniently located in the HEART of Brandon
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John and Linda Reynolds
1215 Rainbrook Circle
Chadds Ford

Send Yard of the Month nomina-
tions to bloomingdale.hom-
eowners@verizon.net or call
(813) 681-2051. Winners receive

a $25 gift card courtesy of Ace
Hardware of Bloomingdale.

i l.i.ll\h bl 0y
JANE LEE/ Gazette photo

C O L DW E L L B A N K E ® Florida’s Real Estate Leader

5,/ FLORIDAMOVES.COM cotpwett

RESIDFNTIAL RFAL FSTATF

Who Do You Trust in a Changing Ma

Through two World Wars, economic depression, hurricanes, earthquakes and more, we have
supported our customers in completing their transactions successfully for over 100 years.

W’e'll Be Here for You. Trust Your Next Mnsacﬁon to Coldwell Banker.

0002334023-01

3BR/2BA ® 1,811sq.ft.  3BR/2BAe 1 630 sq. ft. 4BR/3BA 2, 760 sq. ft. 4BR/4BA °2 992 sq ft. 3BR/2BA = 1,590 sq. ft. SBR/2 SBA 1 640 sq.ft.  4BR/2BA e 2,145 sq. ft.
MLS#T2286302  $199,900 MLS# 72284793 $185,000  MLS#T2287563 % $374,900  MLS# 72271490 $549,900 MLS# 72270248 © $183,000 MLS# 72287301 » $180,000 MLS# 72260073 ® $264,900
Helen Barnhart, 662-1610 Mary 0dum, 662-1610 Maxine Urquhart, 662-1610 Delores McMullen, 662-1610 Kathi Hoker, 662-1610 Brian Smith, 662-1610 Jill Albrecht, 662-1610
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Holiday Spirit Shines In Bloomingdale

By JOY BOISSELLE

Young, old and in-between,
one person can put a smile on
anyone’s face — Santa Claus. At
least that’s how it appeared when
Santa and Mrs. Claus made their
annual visit Dec. 22 to neighbor-
hood winners of the homeown-
ers associations luminaria sale
contest.

Dozens of first place Wind-
sor Woods residents lined their
streets with the paper bag candle
lanterns in anticipation of the
visit they won by selling 43 kits
in the fundraiser. Other winning
neighborhoods included Cam-
bridge Cove and Augusta Vil-
lage.

Santa and his better half
paraded through the neigh-

borhoods in style aboard their -

“sleigh,” a convertible Mer-
cedes coupe on loan from Susan
Luther, president of All Ameri-
can Title, and driven by trusty
“elf” George May, a Blooming-
dale board member arid Honor-
ary Mayor of Brandon.

May, a Windsor Woods resi-

dent, said, “Our street (Treeline
Drive) made this a jingle mingle,
a chance to get out and social-
ize with neighbors. We served
refreshments and goodies in
each other's driveways and we
had the majority of the street lit
up,
Nikki Mendez, 16, summed
up the event’s significance to
the community. She said, “The
luminaries are a fun way to get
in the Christmas spirit and bring
everyone together.”

Luminarias are a beauti-
ful Christmas tradition, but in
this case, also a purposeful one.
Proceeds from the. sale benefit
the B. J. Stelter Bloomingdale
Community Scholarship fund,
a program designed to reward
deserving Bloomingdale High
School seniors. Last year, one
student received a $1,000 schol-
arship primarily funded by the
contest.

For information about the
scholarship program and more
Bloomingdale news and ‘events,
call (813) 681-2051, e-mail
bloomingdale.homeowners@
verizon.net or go to www.bloom-
ingdalegazette.com.-

JOY BOISSELLE/Gazette Photos
Paul Anthony Bryant, 3, and his
mom, Daisy, got a special treat
from Santa and Mrs. Claus Dec.
22, at the Bloomingdale Com-
munity Office where the jolly
couple prepared to make their
annual neighborhood visit to
luminaria contest winners.

Nikki Mendez, 16, under the
supervision of her mother, Daisy,
lights luminarias in front of the
family’s Windsor Woods home

~ Dec. 22 in anticipation of Santa’s

arrival.




No matter what
the occasion... $-Njk Touch Cleaner

23 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

%Mank Touch Cleaners

20" OFF ;20" OFF

-
1
|
|
i
ENTIRE ORDER " ENTIRE ORDER !
Shirts & Dry Cleaning Shirts & Dry Cleaning :
I

i

1

o

Valid on Incoming Orders Only. Valid on Incoming Orders Only.
No Exceptions. No Combining Coupons. No Except_ions. No Combining Coupons.

COUPON EXPIRES 1/31/08

COUPON EXPIRES 1/31/08 _ ||

20" OFF: 20" OFF:

ENTIRE ORDER || Wedding Gowns, Comforters, |
Shirts & Dry Cleaning !! Blankets, Alterations, Drapes !
|

Valid on Incoming Orders Only. 1

Valid on Incoming Orders Only. : AL
No Exceptions. No Combining Coupons. 1 : No Exw?\l“:g%n’l‘g'i:'m;fgogrpﬁrs of $5.00. :

CONPON SUCMEES 1/21/08 | COUPON EXPIRES 1/31/08

12 LOCATIONS

APOLLO BEACH ¢ 220 Apollo Beach Bivd.......... 645-1499
BLOOMINGDALE © 3513 Bell Shoals Rd............ 654-9292
BLOOMINGDALE 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest...........654-8113

BRANDON © 913 W, Brandon BIV.............684-4499
BRANDON ¢ 11393 Caus_eway Bivd..............643-6944
LITHIA ¢ 16707 FishHawk BV..............c......654-7991
PLANT cm * 2621 Thonotosassa Rd............... 752-6631
RIVERVIEW o 11697 Boyette Rd..............c.... 672-1832
RIVERVIEW o 13196 Hwy 301S. ... 6714156
SEFFNER 1515 N. Parson Ave .........c..uvee..... 6845897
VALRICO * 1985 E. Brandon BIVA....................654-2324
VALRICO ® 2511 SR. B0E.......oocrrrrsrr . 643-0825

0002320796-01
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Your Inside Connections

BLOOMINGDALE HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION INC.

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594

Phone: (813) 681-2051

Fax: (813) 684-2358

E-mail: bloomingdale.homeowners@verizon.net
Office hours: Monday through Thursday,
7am.toTlam.

Meetings: first Monday each month, 7 p.m.
Web site: www.bloomingdalegazette.com
President: Joe Hickle

Vice president: Stanley Lee; Treasurer: Pam Liguori
Directors: Ted Grable, Don Grevert, Jim Harris,
Shelia Harris, Lydia Harrod; George May and
Myron Magedanz.

BLOOMINGDALE SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICT

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
Phone: (813) 684-6667

Fax: (813) 684-2358

E-mail: bloomingdale.district@verizon.net
Office hours: Monday through Thursday,
7am.to1lam.

Meetings: second Monday each month, 7 p.m.
President: Thom Snelling

Vice president: Russell Jones

Treasurer: David West-

Corresponding Secretary: David Steck
Property manager: Al Devney i
Trustees: Joe Harless; Joe Liguori and James Laughlin

BLOOMINGDALE, GAZETTE

THE BLOOMINGDALE
GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 7 am. to 11a.m.
Ph: (813) 681-2051, Fax: (813) 684-2358
E-Mail: bloomingdale.homeowners@verizon.com
Web site: www.bloomingdalegazette.com

GAZETTE STAFF

Executive Director: Joe Liguori
Editor: Laura Frazier

THE GAZETTE IS PUBLISHED BY SUNBELT NEWSPAPERS
Publisher: Carla Floyd
505 W. Robertson St., Brandon, FL 33511
Ph: (B13) 657-4500

Advertising: 627-1322
The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along
with The Tampa Tribune on the first Saturday of each month.

| N > Free estimates on replacement equipment
> Factory-trained NATE certified technicians
> No extra charge Saturdays or Sundays

Finance charges will accrue on the purchase from the date of purchase but no minimum monthty payments will be due prior to the promotion
expiration date as indicated on your billing statement, and if you pay the cash sales price of the purchase prior to the promotion expiration date,
no finance charges will be due on the purchase. Standard APR is 19.50%; Default Rate APR s 26.99%. Minimum monthly finance charge is $.50.

—e®rela~

Wilhelm -

Ruskin, FL 33570-4504
B813-641-1811
CAC1814397

www.wilhelmhtgandac.com

Unmatched
, experfise means
. unmaiched comfort

6 Months

No Payments
Same As Cash*

Heating & Air Cond?tioning, Inc.

County Offers Free Household
Junk Disposal

A Gazette Report

Hillsborough County resi-
dents can dispose of household
junk, old appliances, residential
yard waste, paint, batteries and
more for free at one of five Com-
munity Collection Centers open
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday
to Saturday.

To gain free access to collec-
tion centers, residents must pres-
ent a copy of their property tax
bill and photo ID.

For more information call
(813) 272-5680 or go to www.
hillsboroughcounty.org/solid-

waste.

Alderman Ford Collection Center
9402 S.R. 39, Lithia
(813) 757-3820.
Accepts collectible waste,
non-collectible waste, scrap metal,
tires and lead acid batteries.

0002329664-01

ESIDEN 44
=

South County Collection Center
13000 U.S. 41, Riverview

ST (813) 671-7611.
LLI:EAU:R!‘ Accepts collectible waste, non-col-

lectible waste, yard waste, scrap
metal, tires, used motor oil and lead
acid batteries. Note: On the second
Saturday of each month, from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. only, hazardous chemicals
and electronics are also accepted.

Turn to the Experts.

]
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: S ELORIDA STATE FAIRGROUNDS—TAMPA, FL
Y Pass) Kids Under 16 FREE! — yepyespay - saruRoay aam - gew
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BHA President Encourages Involvement

By JOYBOISSELLE

Ten years ago, Bloomingdale
resident Joe Hickle was content.
He and his wife, Joni, had moved-
to the area from Dallas a decade
earlier and were settled in. The
couple enjoyed their home on
Monte Lake Drive, set on what
they believed to be a protected
conservation area.

Things changed when Joe
Hickle heard about a developer’s
plans to build on the wooded area
behind his home. He sought help
from the Bloomingdale Hom-
eowners Association and said
he received the advice he needed
to solve the problem, maintain
his quality of life and sustain
his property’s value. Wanting to
be involved in his community,
help others like him, and keep
Bloomingdale the superior com-
munity that it was, Hickle joined
the association’s volunteer board
of directors. And the rest, as they
say, is history.

Today, Hickle is president of
the BHA. He said the organiza-
tion’s purpose is a simple one: to
help protect most residents’ big-
gest investment — their home,

and perhaps even more impor-
tantly, to maintain a high quality
of life.

“I see myself as the leader of a
voluntary body of concerned cit-
izens who are trying to help out,”
Hickle said. “We want to see
good property values, quality of
life, and we want to help main-
tain the beauty of the area. We
are here because we care about
the community and we want to
keep it a nice place to live. It’s
why the BHA exists.”

Hickle sees 2008 as a year
for continuing to focus on deed
restrictions and enforcement. An
area the board is exploring is the
creation of Master Homeowner
Associations in many of the
community’s 40 sections.

“The problem of deed restric-
tion enforcement could be more
easily managed on a smaller scale
through master associations,”

he said. “We (the BHA) would
help residents with the legal pro-
cess and they would have greater
deed restriction enforceability in
their own neighborhoods.”
Hickle also wants successful
community programs already in

place to continue, including the
annual Santa and Mrs. Claus
community visit, the B.J. Stel-
ter Bloomingdale Community
Scholarship program for Bloom-
ingdale High School seniors, and
the community clean-up pro-
gram. He would also like to see
a resurgence of “neighborhood
pride” programs and solid sup-
port of the Hillsborough County
Sheriff’s Office new Citizens on
Patrol initiative. Both programs
aim to improve safety and reduce
crime in the community.

Resident involvement in their
neighborhoods and the com-
munity is essential for keeping
Bloomingdale an attractive place
to live, Hickle said.

“Residents should join the
association, volunteer to serve
on some of our committees and
come to an occasional board
meeting. Get involved in a posi-
tive way as part of the solution,
and not just the problem,” he
said.

Getting involved led Hickle
on his journey from concerned
resident, to board member, to
vice president, and finally, to his

Joe chkle_

current position as president.
With high motivation and 10
years BHA experience behind
him, 2008 promises to be an
exciting, busy year for Hickle
and the entire community.

For information about the
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association, call (813) 681-2051,
e-mail bloomingdale.homeown-
ers@verizon.net or go to Www.
bloomingdalegazette.com.

* Open Mon-Fri 6:00am-6:30pm

| FREE PRE-K (VPK)
o Must Be 4 Years Old

i  Must Be a FL Resident

Science, Spanish & French
» Field Trips to the Theatre
¢ Limited Spaces Available

Language and Creativity

fadsL

SCHOOL OF QUALITY LEARNING
A NAEYC ACCREDITED CENTER
LIMITED AVAILABILITY
CALL TODAY!

CHC#431024

« 3hr VPK with Pay for Rest of Day Option
* Preparing Children for National Kindergarten ‘
o Accelerated Pre-K Curriculum with Math,

o Preschool Curriculum Prepares Children
for National Kindergarten Standards:
Math, Science, Emergent Literacy, Foreign

113ds

¢ Family Owned and Operated -

¢ Free Secure Internet Viewing

e Extracurriculars: Dance, Karate,
Computers, Science, Health, Tutoring,
Speech Pathology

.« Active Learning Curriculum for

Infants & Toddlers

¢ Incorporated Hands-On Whole

. Language Learning

* ASQ Assessment with Parent/Teacher
Conferences in Fall & Spring

* Trained Professional Staff:
Fully Screened, Certified in First Aid
& CPR; Specialists & Degreed
Teachers for all Age Groups

¢ Lending Library with Thousands
of Books & Videos
¢ Nutritious Meals & Snacks Served

‘ » Secure Code Access Entry

www.KidsRKidsValrico.com e 4321 Lynx Paw Trail, Valrico (Across from Lithia Springs Elementary)
e Transportation to & from Alafia, Bevis, Lithia Spnnqs Cimino & FishHawk Creek

Center Offers
Free Weight
Loss Clinic

A Gazette Report

Bloomingdale Acupunc-
ture and Nutrition Center
will hold a weight manage-
ment and health and well-
ness workshop from 6:30
p-m. to 7:30 p.m. on Jan. 7
at Bloomingdale Regional
Public Library, 1906 Bloom-
ingdale Ave. '

“Ring in the New Year”
attendees will learn why
diets don’t work, why eating

- fat doesn’t make you fat, how
metabolic typing, sughr and
carbohydrates affect weight
loss efforts, how to regain
energy and vitality, and the
secrets to losing weight and
keeping it off effectively.

“All ages can benefit from
the weight management
seminar,” said Dr. Guillermo
Caceres. “We will help you
keep that New Year’s reso-
lution to lose weight and
teach you to stop yo-yo diet-
ing and take control of your
weight once and for all.”

The free seminar is open
to the public; seating is lim-
ited to the first 15 callers. For
information or to reserve a

seat call (813) 341-2200.

SUPPORT

YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD

For BHA member-
ship information, call
(813) 681-2051, e-mail
bloomingdale.hom-
eowners@verizon.net,
log on te www.bloom-
ingdalegazette.com or
visit the Bloomingdale
Community Office,
open 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Monday to Thursday at
3509 Bell Shoals Road,
Valrico, behind Sun-
Trust Bank.

0)
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MOMS Run For Their Lives

A Gazette Report
- The MOMS Club of Valrico/Bloomingdale
will host a 5K Run/Walk, “Run For Your Life...
Or Someone Else’s,” this spring, to benefit the
American Cancer Society’s annual Relay For Life
fundraiser. : ’

The 5K will begin at 8 a.m. on March 1 on
Culbreath Road between the Campo Family
YMCA and the South Brandon Little League
Complex on Bloomingdale Avenue. The event
will include a family-friendly after party with
entertainment, food and drink vendors and raffle
prizes. Awards will go to the first cancer survi-
vor who finishes the race overall and master male
and female finishers and the top three finishers in
each of several age group categories. 2

Early registration (prior to March 1) is $20 per

person; race day registration is $25. Participants
can register online through Feb. 28 at www.active.
com. The first 200 registered participants will
receive a custom race packet and tee shirt. Race
packets will be available for early pickup from 3
p-m. to 7 p.m. on Feb. 29 at Hit The Trails, 16144
Churchview Drive, Suite 105, in FishHawk
Ranch Park Square.

The club also seeks sponsorships in the form
of cash donations to cover event expenses and to
maximum its fundraising efforts. Interested spon-
sors can contact Amy Peerless at (813) 657-0404
or apeerless@hotmail.com, *

For event information or to i‘egist_er, contact
Sarah Woodyer at (813) 685-1690 or woodyer1@
gmail.com. ) :

N E W S

JOY BOISSELLE/Gazette p
Water aerobics instructor, Sandy Dolan, rallies the troops
during a cardio and toning class in December at the Campo
Family YMCA on Culbreath Road at Bloomingdale Avenue.
For membership information or winter class schedules, (813)
684-1472.

hotos

STOWERS
FUNERAL HOME

0002338485-01

Serving Families Since 1960

401 W. Brandon Bivd. AIL-RU ;’

Brandon, FL 33511 OFFICE AN
813-689-1211 XAM ROG

www.stowersfh.com

Herb S. Popple
Funeral Director,
General Manager

"THE

www.brandonballet.org
E-mail: dance@brandonballet.org

(813) 684-4282

Alice Holden Bock, Director
Denise Prebich, Young Children’s Director
Jennifer Adams Premier Division Director

Bringing the highest caliber of
professional dance educators

to help your dancer
achieve their best.

0002318748-01

* TrEn/ADULT DivisioN
* Priamir Division
* PRE-PRrO1ESSIoNAL Division
* PROFESSIONAL D1vISION

* Limited Class Size
¢ Structured Curriculum
* Graded System e Professional Staf

¢ Combination Classes

¢ Saturday Classes o Ages 3 - Adults

DANCE “ "-"/"’{,'if-'z-’r-w ce _ DRERATE
CENTER (/. f.--(‘().//(')// e 00

CHI

Brandon,

Aboard!

621 Victoria St.

(813) 655-0292
8am-8pm Mon-Thurs
8am-5pm Fri

K

Yie

Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P
Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P
Alicia Medrano Ong, M.D., FA.A.P

- Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P.

[1Id AN De .
Residence of : . our bah Rosalinda P.Tiongco, A.R.N.P
Brandon Ballet Call for an appointment to 1 Joyce I. Young, A.R.N.P
161 E. Bloomingdale A register your dancer. .
. 0. ale Avenue A . : - ;
i Brandon, FL * CHILDREN'S DIvISION

BENE

il =
'f’.‘;‘: — e >y

—

3 NADAL PEDIATRICS

LDREN & ADOLESCENTS

376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 681-7101

8am-5pm Mon-Fri

Florida 33510

0002338482-01

WWw.-nadaIpediatrics.com
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Breath of
Life

Registered nurse Kimberly
Smith, at right, supervises as
Tammy Valentine practices
CPR techniques she learned
in December at the Campo
Family YMCA. Residents can
learn CPR, first aid skills and
more. in a variety of classes
offered monthly at the YMCA,
on Culbreath Road at Bloom-
ingdale Avenue. For informa-
tion call (813) 684-1472.

L ° S 1
..to make your smile bright.
Whitening ¢ Crowns & Bridges
Dental Implants « Oral Sedation Available
Most Procedures Completed In Office
Insurance Filed For You

Extended Payment Plans Available
Care Credit Provider

Now Offering
Botox® & Lip
Enhancement

Procedures

Now Accepting New Patients
WY

Wade...

Practicing Fine Cosmetic
& Restorative Dentistry

1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE « BRANDON

www.drbrantwade.com

CALL TODAY -

662-9233

to schedule your appointment

0002336122-01
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Friends Bring Local
Art To Library

A Gazette Report

The public art committee of
the Friends of the Bloomingdalc
Regional Public Library will
continue its efforts this year to
showease the work of local art-
ists.

In 2007, the friends group
purchased display rods and
molding with which to display

.artwork on a rotating basis in
. the McLean Community Room,

children’s room and computer
learning lab. 2

Works displayed in 2007 were
Roxanne Tobaison’s watercolor
paintings of Florida scenes, birds
and landmarks; Anne Drewry’s
water media abstracts in collage,
acrylics and mixed media; and
William Greet’s scenic creations
in varied media and oil.

This month, the library
will feature the works of Carol

Karow, whose pastel works fea-
ture portraits, landscapes and
animals.

Karow was encouraged by
her mother at age 7 to begin her
painting career.

She will paint any subject,
but said her passion is portraits.
Unlike many portrait artists who
work strictly from a photograph,
she prefers a face-to-face meet-
ing with her subject, “in order
to capture the life essence,” she
said. '

Karow has studied at the
Ringling School of Art and
Design and completed work-
shops with Susanna Spann, Bob
Fagan, Suzanna Sargaent, and
others.

Local artists interested in dis-
playing their work at the library
are invited to contact the friends

group at bdlfol@gmail.com.

Salvation Army Needs Clothes, More

A Gazette Report

Cleaning out your closets or garage after the holidays? The Salva-

72N

tion Army offers free pick-up of usable clothing (especially coats),
blankets, furniture, books, toys, shoes appliances and other house-
hold items. Just call for pick up, then label and place your donations
in your driveway. A driver will pick up your items on the scheduled
day, and upon request will leave a tax-deductible receipt on your door.
Information: 1-800-330-ARMY.

* -

 Visit our interactive website to
view our menu of services and
: purchase gift certificates online.
k www.DayDreamsDaySpa.com
peYona
Brandon Location (in Adantic Village)  Lakeland Location (in Lakeside Village)
658 Oakfield Drive 1463 Town Center Drive
Brandon, FL 33510 Lakeland, FL 33803
813-657-2992 =iz pugm SO0 686585
MM8071 o 0002338455-01
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Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association Meeting Schedule

| The all-volunteer Blooming-
dale Homeowners Association

(813) 681-2051, ¢-mail bloom-
ingdale.homeowners@verizon.

—
’w ' Inc. Board of Directors holds net or go to www.bloomingdale-

monthly meetings, open to the gazette.com.

public, at 7 p.m. on the first

Monday each month (or as oth- January 7, 2008

erwise noted when holidays fall) February 4, 2008

at the Bloomingdale Community March 3, 2008

Office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road, April 7, 2008

Valrico. All residents are encour- May 5,2008

aged to observe the meetings or June 2,2008

bring their neighborhood com- July 7,2008

ments and concerns before the August 4, 2008

board. For more information call September 1, 2008

Bloomingdale Special Taxing District
Meeting Schedule

The all-volunteer Bloomingdale Special Taxing District Board of
Trustees holds monthly meetings, open to the public, at 7 p.m. on
the second Monday each month (or as otherwise noted when holi-
days fall) at the Bloomingdale Community Office, 3509 Bell Shoals
Road, Valrico. All residents are encouraged to observe the meetings

- or bring their neighborhood comments and concerns before the
board. For more information call (813) 684-6667, e-mail blooming-
dale.district@verizon.net or go to www.bloomingdalegazette,com.

January 14, 2008
February 11,2008
March 10, 2008
April 14, 2008
May 12, 2008 - Budget Workshop & Meeting
June 9,2008 — Public Hearing & Regular Meeting

= B TRle <]
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JOY BOISSELLE/Gazette photo

Megan Younkman, Bloomingdale Golfers Club director of golf instruction, helps newbie Sherry Hart
with the basics in this December photograph. Younkman, an LPGA Class A instructor, offers private
lessons at the club year-round. Adult clinics begin this month. For information call (813) 655-GOLF,
ext. 13, e-mail director@myprogolfschools.com or go to www.myprogolfschools.com.

July 14, 2008
August 11,2008
September 8, 2008
.
* Shipping * Document Services
* Packaging * B & W Copies
¢ Freight * Color Copies
e Shipping Supplies- ¢ Fax Services
| * Postal Services e Scanning Services
* Mailbox Services ¢ Shredding Services
* Notary Service 5 ¥ |
809 E. Bloomingdale Ave. s
Pubix Shopping Center ~ 689-4998 M EESETEN
' AJ] Westfall Company
| (] L]
The Dirt Terminators
-’ f Over 15 Years Experience References Available Upon Request
Residential - Commercial Cleaning
! @ Work Guaranteed at
' \ No Additional Charge
| .
%20 OFF for Referrals
) | — 477-1196
- ) m D002319488-01

e-mail: AlanJWestfall@verizon.net

'\ % CREATING FLORIDA'S
A‘ MOST SPECTACULAR
HEss Onmoo’(zislz";:fcs S MILE S

Q Will I still be able to play sports?

Yes! We do recommend patients protect their smiles by
wearing a mouth guard when participating in any sporting
activity. Mouth guards are inexpensive, comfortable, and

Michael A. Hes - i '
fchacl Ay Hesn come in a wide variety of colots and patterns.

DMD, MS

Two Convenient Locations

5486 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Lithia, FL 33547

101 N. Flamingo Dr., Apollo Beach 33572
813.777.7478

Complhmentary Evaluation ® Mosl Insurance Accepted
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A Gazette Report

Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District property man-
ager, Al Devney, oversees main-
tenance and improvements
to the community’s common
areas. Contact Devney at (813)
684-6667 or bloomingdale.dis-
trict@verizon.net. '

Devney reported the fol-

. lowing activities in November
12007.

Signs by Mineo removed a
vandalized entrance sign at the
Allwood entrance. The sign
will be repaired and repainted
for $320. Specialty Pressure
Washing removed the graf-
fiti on the brick column in the
same area for $60.

Metro Painting pressure
washed, primed and repainted
walls at the Gotham entrance

»

JOY BOISSELLE/Gazette Photo
Bloomingdale residents know that Busch Gardens isn't the only local place to observe wild-
life. Florida Sandhill Cranes are frequent visitors around neighborhood’s ponds.and on Bloom-

ingdale Golfers Course. The tall gray birds live up to 20 years and mate for life.

to cover the graffiti on those
walls for $400. Devney Property
Management, Inc. repainted
the back of the directory sign
located at the south corner of
Natures Way and Culbreath.

A Gazette Report

Hillsborough County Adopt-A-Pond
program manager John McGee announced
in December the organization’s relocation
to the Hillsborough County Environmen-
tal Services office at 2420 N. Falkenburg
Road in Tampa.

“We think this new organization will

Adopt-A-Pond Relocates

allow us to accomplish our tasks more effi-
ciently and may open doors in the future for
expanded services,” McGee said.

The Adopt-A-Pond program enables
residents to form pond groups eligible for
guidince in designing a neighborhood
pond maintenance plan, free plants, cleanup
assistance and more.

District Installed
Holiday Bows, Canes

Metro Painting completed
its wall painting contract for
10,520 linear feet at a cost
of $30,441.30. The walls on
Springvale, Culbreath and
Natures Way from Blooming-
dale Village to the lift station
were painted.

Metro Painting installed
484 candy canes and 484 red
Christmas bows on 242 light
poles in the east and west. They
will be removed after the holi-
days.

CPMI installed the wreaths
and lights at seven entrances
and the red bows on the flag
poles, Bloomingdale signs and
directories.

In the land of eat, drink and
pitch out the window, there
were 15 bags of trash, a shirt, a
bath towel, a pair of pants, two
pair of shoes and 8 cents.

The beverages of choice
were Diet Coke for soft drinks,
Corona for beer and Captain
Morgan Spiced Rum for dis-
tilled spirits.

McGee encouraged residents interested
in cleaning up and revitalizing backyard
ponds to submit program applications as
soon as possible.

“Adopt-A-Pond takes time in the begm—
ning, so now is the best time to get a jump
on it,” McGee said. “Plus there is currently
no waiting list for cleanup assistance.”

Applications are available online at www.
hillsboroughcounty.wateratlas.org/app.

In addition, the agency is offering free
copies of its 2008 Adopt-A-Pond. calendar
and free surplus storm drain markers, while
supplies last.

For information call (813) 744-5671 or
e-mail mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org.

* BAUSHED STEEL « CRROME « RRMAT BAASS «

i | Thousands of Styles' N

LOW PRICE FANS'
42" 4or5Bld Fa 344.99
52" Fan w/Light 9
"4 or 5 Bld Fan 7 :

5 msrtrm,frrmwr QVER 28 TEARS,

,994-3422 969-3095

ST. PETE SEMINOLE CLEARWATER PT.RICHEY TRINITY

2526-8191 2397-1729

BFSMED ALUMSIUM » MATTE BLACK » TEXTURED WHITE » CHEANYWOOD » OAK « WHITE » MAHOGANY « PURE WHITE » WALNUT » TEAK  BLACK « BLEAGHED GAK « HONEY DAK

ORI —

Www.da nclty com 50 STORES gTIOHWIDE
NEW TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON

spklNG HILL

*:685-6130 *688-3267

5785-1911  4,847-1176 :816-9702

LAKELAND °%644- 4718
WINTER HAVEN %6:299-2777
OCALA %,237- 6999

10

Oualllv Workmanshlp
All Phases - All Applications
Interior e Exterior  Pressure Cleaning

WE MEET OR BEAT OUR
COMPETITORS PRICES

813.661.9006

License #PA 2653 * Bonded and Insured
16 Years In Bloomingdale
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Keep Tabs On Sex Offenders

A Gazette Report

The Bloomingdale Homeowners Association
encourages residents to check the Florida Dept.
of Law Enforcement web site for public records
listing the current residences of registered sexual
offenders and predators. The database is search-
able by street, city or ZIP code. Information is
also available by calling (850) 410-7000.

Parents should be aware that although sexual
offenders currently serving probation may be
restricted from living in or near places where
children congregate, there are no restrictions on
former convicts who have served their jail time
and completed probation. In addltxon, sexual
predators and offenders convicted prior to the
1996 Jimmy Ryce act may not have any residen-
tial restrictions attached to their probation sen-
tence.

According to local probation officers, regis-
tered sexual offenders (after serving jail time and

probation) are required to notify FDLE with

their new address whenever they relocate. When
a registered offender establishes a new residence,
FDLE issues a bulletin to local law enforcement
and schools as a precautionary measure.

Although some employment restrictions may
be indefinitely placed on offenders, it is legal for
them to be employed or own many types of busi-
nesses that cater to families and children. Offend-
ers are not always required by law to disclose their
predator/offender status to the general public at
their place of employment. .

Representatives of the Hillsborough County
School District and Bloomingdale area Sheriff’s
deputies say they keep close tabs on registered
offenders. They encourage parents to speak with
their children about safety issues in general, and
to contact the sheriff’s office and school officials
with any specific concerns they might have.

The FDLE site also offers information about
missing children, stolen property, fugitives,
domestic security issues and more.

Matthew Pimentel
Sole Proprietor/Operator

"! MPC POOL & WINDOW SCREENS

A
MPC

Quality Window Screens
Doors/Cage/Lanai repairs
Back Porch Screen-ins

3 Serving .
§ Bloomingdale Phone: 813-508-1736
S -FREE ESTIMATES We offer/match lowest prices!

SCHOOLS

Meeting To Address
Gifted Student Issues

A Gazette Report

Superintendent of Hillsbor-
ough County Schools Mary-
Ellen Elia will be the guest
speaker at the Jan. 12 meeting
of the Gifted Advocacy Coun-
cil of Hillsborough, to be held
at MacFarlane Park Magnet
School, 1721 N. MacDill Ave.,

Tampa. Council membership

is required for entrance. New
memberregistrationandrefresh-
ments will be available at 9:30
a.m., and the superintendent’s
talk will begin at 10 a.m. In her
presentation, “Building a Bright
Future for Gifted Learners in
Hillsborough County Schools,”
Elia will address topics of inter-
est to parents and educators of

gifted students, including iden-
tification procedures, magnet
schools, training and certifi-
cation of teachers, alternative
service models, program fund-
ing and curriculum. There is no
charge to attend, but pre-regis-
tration is required. For informa-
tion and registration forms, go

to http://GACHFlorida.org.

Meal Pre-Pay Students
Must Re-Register

* Rollerblades  XCountry Shoes s nﬂ.m-' \
" o Gu, Hammer, Powerbar * FuelE ;
» Children's Running Shoes & Heely

Hit the Trails ®

RUNNING AND OUFINNIR GEAR

800 “AYVNNYTM ¢ ILIIZVD TTIVADNIWOOTE * :

IMPROVE YOUR PERFORMANCE
16144 Churchview Dr. ¢ Suite 105 /in the FishHawk Ranch Park Squars)
Call Steve Dunn at 8 13. 68 4 1

www.HitTheTrails.com

A Gazette Report

Families using the Hillsborough County School
District’s meal pre-pay program, MealpayPlus,
must re-register on or after Tuesday, Jan. 1 to use
the recently upgraded system.

The new system will provides parents with
more information about their child’s account,
more flexibility in designating the use of money
in the account, and the ability to view pending
and confirmed payments. Another new feature is a
toll-free parent support center that parents can call

with questions: (877) 237-0946.

In addition, a new fee structure for payments _

will begin on Jan. 1. Fees will be determined by
a percentage of the transaction, as opposed to the
current sliding scale flat fee per transaction.

As always, parents can make payments to
meal accounts at their convenience, set up e-mail
reminders when the account balance is low, ¢reate
settings for automatic replenishment, and review
their child’s daily meal selections, To re-register
visit https://www.mealpayplus.com/

GET CONNECTED

Sign up to receive BHA News Alerts by e-mail at www.bloomingdalegazette.com.

MONTHLY RATES - NO CONTRACTS

Sen'mo Blnommodale forover 8 m s

Services Include :
e Lawn e Tree Trimming §!
Maintenance ~ © Planting
* Mulching * Sod Laying
» Fertilizing » Weed Killing
Call Jeff for Free Estimate

Lithia Office 737-6707 * Cell 503-2828

L X3
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By PETE MAURER
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Bloomingdale and the surround-

ENFORCEMENT

Resolve To Improve Safey, Securlty In 2008

Bloomingdale
Community Resource Deputy

With each New Year comes
new beginnings, and 2008 prom-
ises to be a year of changes and
challenges.

Community Service Officer
Sandy Capitano and I wish each
and every resident of Blooming-
dale and the surrounding com-

. munities a very safe and secure

New Year. We especially want to
thank those of you who provided
support to us during this past
year.

Great progress has been made
by the Hillsborough County
Sheriff’s Office in making

ing areas safer and more secure
places to live, to work and to raise
our families. Our continued work
with concerned residents from
our community has helped make
this possible. The expansion of
the- sheriff’s Volunteer Citizens
Patrol Program will help make
Bloomingdale even more safe
and secure.

We all know how contin-
ued growth in our area affects
us in terms of increased traffic
and crime. Significant improve-
ments have been made and will
continue in the New Year. The
sheriff’s gang unit continues to
decrease gang activity in our area,

Bloomingdale Resident
Tod Howard

“q Bussh Of (fuaw,
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES
@ EXPERIENCED
qnd RELIABLE

Lic. 3694
Bonded &
Insured

654-5646

0002325808-01

Ll L SO

including

Nike and Ray Ban

000231984301

OGI ® Gucci ® Versace ¢ Nike

Varilux Progressive Bifocal
Children’s Collection Includes:
Disney ®

Accepting Aetna, VSP, EyeMed, Comp Benefits/VCP,
Davis Vision & Tricare Insurances

Come and see our new
Sunglass Collection

Nike, Ralph Lauren, Prada,
Versace, Dolce & Gabbana,

5458 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.

689-2020

Located in the FishHawk Professional Center at the Intersection
of Lithia Pinecrest and FishHawk Blvd.

Personalized Eyecare
Stylish Eyewear

Nickelodeon ® Nike

b

Dr. Mary Lilly
Board Certified Optometrist

and we will finally see the widen-
ing of Bell Shoals Road, the con-
tinued widening of Boyette Road
and other main traffic areas.

One very interesting observa-
tion we in law enforcement have
noticed is that the major key to
improving traffic flow comes not
from not just widening more
roads but from you, the driv-
ers. When you slow down and
obey the traffic laws, you prevent
accidents that tie up traffic, and
you also save a lot of money on
expensive citations and increases
in auto insurance. We challenge
all of you to make a personal res-
olution in 2008 to drive safer and
obey the law. We will all benefit,

Deputy Pete Maurer

and our deputies can then spend
more time solving other law
enforcement issues.

The holidays are over and
residents are enjoying the nice
gifts they received, everything
from new bikes to new cars.
Each of you should take the time
to insure these new gifts are kept
safe and- secure from thieves.
Make sure your garage doors and
vehicles are locked. And please
secure bikes and other valuables
inside — otherwise, they will walk
away.

If you will be away from your
home for any length of time,
make arrangements with a friend
or neighbor to get your mail and

paper, or have them stopped
until you return. You can also
arrange for a sheriff’s deputy to
check on your property by filling
out a request for a security check
at Bloomingdale substation.

We all hear these same safety
and security steps over and over
every year, but the simple fact is
that they don’t work until you
take action and do them:.

Let’s make 2008 a safe
and secure year. Take personal
responsibility for your property,
your home and your vehicles. No
one will miss them more than
you. Also, be a good neighbor
and watch out for your neigh-
bors.

Vandalism Costs Taxpayers Dearly

The Bloomingdale area in December saw a significant increase in tagging — gang-related graffiti.
Bloomingdale Taxing District property manager Al Devney reports each incident results in an average
repair cost of $400, and one recent incident cost $1,000 to remedy. Residents are asked to report graffiti
and vandalism to the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office, (813) 247-8200 and to contact the property
manager for cleanup, (813) 684-6667.

-
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This Tea Was
Literally Delicious

Patti Heaney Ripani portrayed Jane Austen at a 232nd birthday
tea held Dec. 8 at Tussie Mussie’s Tea Room in Valrico in honor of
the 16th-century English novelist. Tea room owner Patty Wood said
Ripani performed a “culturally enriching, historically accurate and
humorous” portrayal of Austen while 51 guests at the party enjoyed
gourmet tea and a three-course lunch of finger sandwiches and Stil-
ton quiche, followed by Coquille St. Jacques and a dessert course
of Godiva chocolate cake and scone pudding with bourbon sauce.
Ripani, who lives in Sun City Center, will return to the tea room for
a Sense and SensibiliTea party in January. Tussie Mussie’s is at 1050
Bloomingdale Ave., in Plaza Bella. For information call (813) 689-
2000 or e-mail info@tussiemussietea.com. -

What’s the Buzz?

$10 Forever!!

Wow!
10 Instruments
rented at $10 per
month, and the
other rates are
low too!

RENTAIRPROGRAM
RENT ONLINE & HAVE THE INSTRUMENT DELIVERED TO
YOUR SCHOOL OR PICK IT UP AT OUR STORE!!!
* Rent to own educator approved instruments
* 100% of rental fees going toward purchase
* NO'interest or finance charges
* Return anytime with no further obligation
* Optional insurance policy offered for repairs & theft

I BEEVOLYED A NEY GLASS
‘Private or Group Lessons in all Instruments or Voice
@ Musical Theatre Group Guitar Classes
“Jungle Book Junior” (ages 4 and up) Beginner Violin Classes

s " Drum Line - Rock Band
: Wiy, Wonka' "(ages Saanditn) Mini-Musicians (ages 5 to 8)
Back to the 80's" (ages 13 and up) Showchoirs

FULL-LINE MUSIC STORE

Band/Orchestral Instruments
Guitars * Amps ¢ Drums
Keyboards * Sheet Music & Books
Accessories * Gift Cards
Burn Your Own Karaoke CD
PERFORMING ARTS ACADEMY

1ile

LN

813.685.5998 - 402 Qakfield Dr. - Brandon, FL 33511
(1 block west of Brandon Hospital)

Mon.-Thurs 9-9 Fri9-8 Sat9-6 ~ www.musicshowcaseonline.com

0002336094-01

Tampa Organization of Black Affairs (TOBA)
“Your Voice, Your Chioce, Your Vote”

The 28th Annual
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Monday, Jan. 21 « 6:45 a.m.
Hyaftt Regency, Downtown
2 Tampa City Center * Tampa

. Keynote Speaker

Dr. DeForest Blake Soaries Jr.
Sr. Pastor, First Baptist Church of
Lincoin Gardens, New Jersey

Individual tickets $25
INDIVIDUAL TICKETS AVAILABLE AT:
Bile-Based Fellowship Church, 4811 Ehrfich Road, Tampa

LaTanya’s Hair Studio, 1315 W, Cass St., Tampa
Jackson Market, 3402 E. Osbome Ave., Tampa
Ray Willlams Funeral Home, 301 N, Howard Ave., Tampa
Stawart, Twine & Camphell, PA., 501 E. Kennedy Blvd, Ste: 715, Tampa
Sista Risa ‘N Shine, 213 E. Robertson St., Brandon
No tickets will be sold at the door.
$150 per smafl business package (includes 2 tickets &
business card ad) /$500 per table of 10 reserved -

For sponsorship or table reservation information,
call (813) 874-TOBA (8622) or visit www.toba-network.org.

S8 pight () THE TAMPATRIBUNE

LIFE. PRINTED DAILY.
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4BDISBA + DEN + BUNUS ROOM +
MEDIA ROOM POOL HOME! $439,000

3BDI2 5BA PLUS LOFT WATEHFRUNT
POOL BEAUTY! $265,000

4BD/2BA LIKE A MODEL!
$239,900

4BD/2BA IMMACULATELY
MAINTAINED HOME! $179,900

3BD/2.5BA + DEN GATED
TOWNHOME! $169,900

Ray Chadderton & Becky Jordan

813-699-1500
www.ChaddertonGroup.com

THE

CHADDERT’N

4BD/3.5BA + DEN + BONUS ROOM POOL
HOME ON 1/3 ACRE! $529,900

5BD/3.5BA SGHEENED POOL & SPA

HOME  $499,900

3BD/2.5BA PLUS LOFT NEVER LIVED
IN FORMER MODEL! $329,000

3BD/2BA IMMACULATE CUL-DE-
SAC LOT HOME! $249,900

PP

4BD/2BA FANTASTIC LOCATION!
$209,900

3BD/2BA IMMACULATE INSIDE &
OUT ORKCREST BEAUTY! $169,900

2BD/2.5BA GATED WATERFRONT
TOWNHOME $134,900
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