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Whispered Wishes

: £ !
JOY BOISSELLE/Gazette Photo

Santa listens closely as Grace Reny, 5, shares her Christmas wish list. Grace and her family are Fairway Manor residents. Santa and Mrs. Claus

visited Bloomingdale Dec. 13 at the Bloomingdale Golfers Club. -

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

#

“Remove the rock from your shoe, rather than learning to limp comfortably”

- William ArthurWard . . ;o
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Kenneth and
Cynthia Dawson
2219 Golf Manor Blvd
Valrico, FL

Photo by Jane Lee

IC Joe Lee Championship 18 Hole Course I

We Invite You To linjo}_-' The Private Club L-;xpcricncc
NO ASSESSMENTS NO DUES INCREASE

NO INITIATION FEE NO MINIMUMS

(I‘I\JI!\_nila

All M()nthlv Ducs R(:(luu:(l

Win A Year’s Free Dues

g R_egister _to win at
F www.fishhawker. riverhillscountryclub.com
j ‘[‘lﬂlﬁ A VALUED AT $3800

2B

® Reciprocal Golf Privileges At 14 Clubs
® Tour Quality Practice Facilities
e Tennis Center 8 Lighted Har Tru Courts

® Junior Size Olympic Pool =
o Large Clubhouse with Banquet Space GOIF TRAIL Please Contact Dana Paru, Membershlp Dlrector

: 877-947-2772
® Wireless Internet Access One Membership 13 Clubs ; \ ¢
i www.floridagolftrail.com admm@rlverhlllscountryclub.com
® 24 Hour Access Fitness Center

* Family Playground 3943 New River Hills Parkway, Valrico FL 33596
* PGA USTA Professional Instruction

www. riverhillscountryclub.com
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~ Santa Claus Visits "‘B[b‘Shlhgdale

By JOY BOISSELLE

Not many communities can
boast a special visit from Santa
and Mrs. Claus. Thanks to the
efforts of the BHA Board of
Directors, the Bloomingdale
community can.

Marking their 21st annual
visit, Santa and Mrs. Claus called
on the community on Saturday,
Dec. 13 at the Bloomingdale
Golfers Club. They delighted
more than 50 children and even a

few Santa fans of the four-legged

variety. Visitors received one-on-
one time with the jolly one and
his wife as well as a photo keep-
sake of their visit and a toy of
their choosing - all in exchange
for a canned good donation.

As Santa and Mirs. Claus,
Joe and Pam Liguori relish their
roles in the ongoing tradition.

“For 21 years, we have had a -

hand in making children smile
and we love it,” they said of the
occasion.

Also helping to make the day
special were  several “clf’ vol-
unteers. “Elf” volunteer, Olivia
Harris, age 12, said, “I have vol-
unteered as an elf before and I
like helping all the little kids see
Santa and Mrs. Claus.” Elves
escorted the children to see Santa
and provided toys to them after
their visit.

JOYBOISSELLE/ Gazette Photos

£ Taylor Purtell, 11, and Olivia Harris, 12, take a break from their “elf”
Santa receives a whole lot of love from Fox Run reSIdents Erin, 5, and Alanna, 7, Brophy. duties during Santa’s visit to Bloomingdale.
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Free financing until
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The Carrier Infinity™ System is the most
 energy-efficient heating & cooling system you

can buy.* It can save you up to 56% on cooling
costs. ™ It features Purone refrigerant, Carrier's W
proven solution to Freon® phase-out. And right
now, you can get the Five Star Edition of the v .
Infinity System with rebates up to $700 and Free
Financing For 18 Months.

® 1Year 100% Satisfaction Guarantee -~ ® 10’-Year' Lightning Guarantee
e Daily Self-adjusting System * 10-Year Rust Proof Guarantee

* 25% Guaranteed Cooling Cost Savmgs * Up To 30 Times More Moisture
® 10-Year Parts & Labor Guarantee - - Removal Than A Standard Fan Coil
AR g, l'ﬁ‘ | ; ' . E S .
o N HEATING & A= BEUON
> EAC 2\ = FACTORY
xn;% 2 = AUTHORIZED -
\&s DEALER 55 AR CONBITIONING t;" DEALER e
m / \m 7
Turn to the Experts. - [ mmm Turn to the Experts

Wllhelm Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

802 4th Street S.W., Ruskin, FL 33570
Phone: (813) 641-1811 or (813) 641- COOL

www.wilhelmhtgandac.com

Turn to the Experts

- Florida State Certified A/C Contractor License #CAC1814397 @
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Residential Listings
TOP PRODUCER ' Valri 4;::1/?3';0 :ustorsn k:liltspod home,

g = , Valrico.......
2nd Consecutive Year 3688 sq ft, spa, separate inaw suite (sale)
- - South Tampa ........ 3 bdrin/2.5ba, 2052 sq fi, custom built, upgrades
' abound, close to Macdill (sale/lease) -
Carroliwood ......... 4 bdm/4ba, 3236 sq pool home, granite
- kitchen, stainless steel app, (lecse)

Brandon ................. 5 bdrm/3.5ba, gated comm, 3566 sq ft bonus

room, 2 master suites (sale)

Commercial Listings .
Parsons/ Wyndhorst ....6.67 acres, zoned for office space

Conn je Sma’done | restaurant, self storage
301/Adamo Dr............2.5 acres, commerciol zoning
81 3 41 7 3 048 .I ~ Suzuki Super Center ...(9205 Adamo Dr) - Showroom, Paint Booth,

Body Shop (complete auto-repair)
Bryan Road, Brandon .1.4 acres, corner lot, commercial zoning
Bloomingdale Ave......2+ acres, comer lot commercial zoning

REAL E*S< T A T E *Certified Property Manager & Relocafion Speciclist " ¢
16637 Fishhawk Blvd., Suite 103 Lithia, FL e csmaldone@verizon.net
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The market is ideal right now to buy the car you want.
It s the best time in decades tobuy anew A sampling of today’s affordable payments* '
vehicle. Get great value for your money at your e Pl o THE Tél\g?é W UNE -
|' - local car dealership. LOAN | 0%. | 5% | 6% | 7% | 8% .
i « Many dealers are offering incentives up to $3,000 10K | 167 | 189 | 194 | 198 | 203 TBO ’ CENIBQ
b | o e s e B e RS SR K (B0 7R3 1,200 26717305 Febores  CENTRG;tampa.com
* Rebates are are on the table starting at $4,000 :
and up t as much as $6,000. 20K [ 333 | 378 | 387 | 396 | 406
« Interest rates are available from 1.9 to 2.9 percent, _ 179 '
as well as 0 percent financing for 60 or 72 months. SNSRE e ek 485 | ol

also available ‘ - 'Bl;sed on 60 month ﬁnan;ing.

evem © «Short-term leases with super low paymentsare © - 20K | 500 566 | 580 | 594 | 609
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ByJOY BOISSELLE
While Santa’s visit brought smiles to his
many young fans, the BHA board hoped his
visit would bring smiles to a few local area
families as well. In exchange for a photo
with Santa, residents donated canned food
items for charity.

BHA Donates To Local Charity; Helps Needy I;amili;;r.

donated the collected food items to Bob
Smith, a representative of Emergency Care
Help Organization, ECHO, a Brandon-
based nonprofit organization. The Brandon
Ministerial Association founded ECHO in
1987 to help provide short-term assistance,
food, and clothing to those in need.
“Brandon is an affluent community
and I always thought we didn't have needy
people...how wrong 1 was,” Smith stated.

“We are so appreciative of this dona-
tion. Lately, we have been inundated with
requests for assistance.” '
Assistance requests cover job loss, to fire
loss, homelessness, to prison release. “Our

organization seeks to provide help through

- whatever the emergency and hopefully, pro-
Following Santa’s visit, board members:

mote self-reliance and independence. Basi-
cally, we give them a boost.” Volunteers and
donations are always welcome.

Of the more than 60 volunteers, Smith
has been with the organization for 15 years.
His motivation comes from the heart. “I
know I am helping and to see the smiles on
the faces of those we help; I just love it.”

Interested in contributing your time or

donating to ECHO? Contact the organi-’

zation at (813) 685-0935.
JOY BOISSELLE/Gazette Photo

Bob Smith, center, receives a food donation in support Emergency Care HeiF Organization
e

from the Bloomingdale Homeowners Association. Food donations were co

cted during the

Bloomingdale community visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus. Board members flanking Smith are
Jane Lee, Shelia Harris, George May, and Stan Lee. Kneeling is elf volunteer, Olivia Harris, 12.

More
Photos
Of Santa

Roman Lewandowski, 6, care-
fully tells Santa what he wants
most for Christmas. Santa visited
Bloomingdale Dec. 13 at the
Bloomingdale Golfers Club.

JOY BOISSELLE/Gazette Photo
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Happy New Year

662-3377 =

11:30 - 9:30 Mon
4:-30

.0002627420-01

Eat the Best &be H‘éalt}ly too!

“» Tempura « Beef Fried Rice * Ninja Beef
« Sushi « Teriyaki » Shashimi and all the rolls « Udon

Ask Woo Yong about his Korean Reflexology Healing
Sa]u'ce ® Beer ® Wine

G g' THE 2008 e Thiauk You Braundon For Voting Our Restanrant

1st Runner Up in 2008 & 2006

- Sushi Ninja

JAPANESE RESTAURANT

~

887 E. Bloomingdale Ave.
Bloomiungdale Square hetween wWal Mart & Puhlix
Thms - 11:30

10:-30 Friday

10:30 Sat

R e e e Tt

After a busy holiday season, Santa was catching up on som

..... Y ey - ’
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Photo by Jane Lee
e needed rest.
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JANIIARY 14- 18 2lll]9
Ha. State Fairgrountds
Tamua 1

Weﬂnasﬂav - aturday
GAM - 6PM
sunday 9-AM - 5PM

Admission S8 (2 Day Pass) Kids
Under 16 FREE! Senior Disount on
Wed—S1 OFF Admission

' Over 1300 RVs on Display
' This is the BIG DNE folks!
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Churches Join Forces To Help

By LESLIE WHITE

With  these
challenging times leading the
news every day, 19 local churches
decided to join forces, unifying
their efforts to stock local food
banks and help care for those in
need.

Bay Life Church of Brandon
started Feed the Bay in 2007 to
help feed the hungry of Tampa.
But this year, they would not
have to do it alone. .

In May, Bell Shoals Baptist
Church lost their pastor, For-
rest Pollock and his 13 year old
son, Preston, in a plane crash,
only to suffer the loss of music
minister, Simeon Nix, three
months later to a heart attack:
Area churches came together
to help Bell Shoals during this
process, providing volunteers
to man guest books, help in the
patking lot and nursery during
the funeral services as well as the
receptions afterwards. Actross

denominations, they ministered °

to a hurting church. It was that
tragic time that spurred the min-
isters to once again realize that
coming together produced pow-
erful results, and they decided to
join Bay Life to help Feed the
Bay -~ '

economically -

During worship  services
Sunday, Nov. 23, congtegations
in East Hillsborough County
were released early and given a
shopping list, which they were
encouraged to take, along with
their family, to area Sweetbay
and Publix supermarkets. The
goal was to collect and deliver
250,000 pounds of food to area
food banks before the holidays.

It is estimated that every day
40,000 families in the Tampa
Bay and surrounding communi-
ties do not have enough food to
feed their families, and this year,
more than in recent years, the
need is great. Shoppers crowded
the aisles at local stores, list in

hand, and loaded carts with .

pantry staples like flour, sugar,
canned meats, dry milk, pasta,
sauce and breakfast foods.
Trucks were positioned in the
parking lots to collect the dona-
tions, and when loaded, pulled
out to deliver the food to Amer-
ica’s Second Harvest of Tampa
Bay, Beth-El Farm “Worker

* Ministry, Bread of Life; Cynthia

Pinckney Ministries, Daystar
Faith ' Center, ECHO, Every-
day Blessings, Good Samaritan
Mission, Inc., Life Center of
Brandon, Manna on Wheels

Local Needy Over The Holidays

TR

LESLIE WHITE/Gazette Photo

Sweetbay Supermarket at the corner of Bloomingdale and Bell Shoals was one of many donation sites for
Feed the Bay. Though final tallies are not yet available, estimates are that about 269,650 Ibs. of food was.
donated, 756 volunteers came out to help and about $18,000 was spent at each pariticipating Sweetbay.
Cash and gift cards were donated as well, with estimates at around $5,000.

Ministries;, Metropolitan Min-
istries and Women’s Resource
Center.

Volunteers will return to these

AN

~ All Pro F Barbers

Only the Best
are called

ALL PRO

CLAYTON PLAZA
Hwy. 60 & Kings Ave.

689-4240.

ALBERTSONS PLAZA
Lithia Pinecrest & Bloomingdale

657-1600

== Sh -‘
www.AllProBarbers.com

OPEN: Mon. - Fri. 8 am - 7:30 pm
Saturday 8 am - 5 pm '

charities in two weeks to help
sort and distribute all that was
collected. In addition to provid-
ing trucks, Sweetbay Supermar-

ket also donated five percent of
purchases made for Feed the Bay
back to the participating chari-
ties. L

BOOKMARKS

The following programs are offered at Brandon area libraries:

BLOOMINGDALE: Bloomingdale Regional Library, 1906
Bloomingdale Ave., offers the following free programs. Hours are 10
a.m.-9 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and
Saturday; 12:30-5 p.m. Sunday. Call (813) 273-3652, ext. 2, or visit

www.hcplc.org.

* Library will close at 6 p.m. today.

» Library will be closed all day Thursday.

» Bedtime Stories is at 7 p.m. on Mondays. '

» Toddler Time is at 10:30 a:m. Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
» Story Time is at 11 a.m. Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
* Baby Time is at 10:30 a.m. Thursdays.

* Free adult computer classes are at 10 a.m. Mo

ndays and 7 p.m.r

-

;\\\

Thursdhys. Registration in person is required no earlier than one'_,
hour before the program. Call (813) 272-3652, ext. 2, or visit www.

heple.org.

« Knit Teen Club is at 7 p-m. Tuesday.

*'Catch the Wave is at 2 p.m. Jan. 17.
. * Library closed all day Jan. 19 for Martin Luther King Day.

BRANDON: Brandon Regional Library, 619 Vonderburg Drive,
will offer the following programs. Hours are 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday

See BOOKMARKS, Page 18




s g

e Photo
s for

| was
bay.

ent of
1¢ Bay
chari-

1
i
{

es;

. 1906
E'arc 10
1y and

) Visit

7 p.m.

Il One -

Drive,
onday
Page 18

. The board spends some time with Santa and

BHA Adds Cheer To llday Calendr

ByJOY BOISSELLE

The Blobmingdale Homeowners Associa-
tion (BHA) has been busy this holiday season.
In November, the BHA organized the highly,
successful and first annual Family Fun Fest.
The fest bro‘ught nearly 500 residents and
40-plus businesses together for a day of com-
munity friendship. For most homeowner asso-
ciations, running an affair of this size would
have been enough...not so for the BHA. This
event was just the first of several holiday activ-
ities sponsored by the BHA Board of Direc-
tors and community volunteers. -

" December events included a Santa visit
and canned food drive at the Bloomingdale
Golfers Club, a-luminarias sale, and finally, a
Santa and Mrs. Claus tour of the Blooming-
dale community.

Stan Lee, newly-elected BHA Presi-
dent, said, “Promoting the work of the BHA
through events like these is one of our goals.’
More importantly, we want to give back to
our community, make it better, and continue
to help make it the special place to live that we
[board members] all believe that it is.”

Mrs Claus.
~ Happy Holidays ; SIS
3 “ s Jironv Kids RJC:ds I T

Preschool, VPK, Before and Afier School Program
* Open Mon-Fri 6:00am-6:30pm

* Secure Code Access Entry

© Family Owngd and Operated

* Free Secure Internet Viewing

¢ Extracurriculars: Dance, Karate, Computers,
Science, Health, Tutoring, Speech Pathology

¢ Active Leaming Curriculum for
> - Infants & Toddlers

°y g° u " *Incorporated Hands-On Whole
3hr FREE VPK* Curriculum Prepares your ~ Language Learning

* ASQ Assessment with Parent/Teacher
4 year OId Ch"d for: Conferences in Fall & Spring

* Math - Science » Crealivily * Trained Professional Staff.

Fully Scréened, Certified in First Aid

» Emergent Literacy & CPR; Specialit &GDegreed
Teachers for all Age Groups
* Fm l'm  Lending Library with Thousands
. y of Books & Videos 3
Must be a Florida resident  Nutritious Meals & Snacks Served

*additional hours available at cost

www.KidsRKidsValrico.com
Enro" Now rtation from Atafia, Cioving, FistHawk Oreek, Bovis; and LilhiaSp

 FREE VPK, PRESCHOOL, INFANT_ 4, P it i
AND AFTER SCHOOLS OPENINGS’ & meg T'a:sva';’“ “‘f‘“z’“’“ Lt Springs Elmentary)
CHC2431024 : 5 -6 00

CEdamain 424
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By CINDY VODOPICH

Alafia’s Holiday Craft
Night was held Friday, Dec. 12
in the Alafia cafeteria. It was a
free event for all Alafia students.
The children moved from sta-
tion to station making a differ-
ent holiday craft or item at each,
including ornaments, reindeer
food, holiday necklaces, brace-
lets, crowns, and even writing“
letters to Santa. There was a visit
from the big guy himself with
candy canes for everyone. Santa’s
elves provided a feast of cookies
and red and green punch too.

Julia Harbord ma.kes reindeer
food. 3

Serving Families Since 1960

STOWERS
FUNERAL HOME

L.. .-—C (RaL)
401 West Brandon Blvd. Brandon, FL 33511 @
813-689-1211 ® www.stowersfh.com

Herb S. Popple Funeral Director, General Manager

0002631356-01

Photograph by Stephanie Dubsky

Neal A. Stubbs
D.p-'.i P.ll
M.A. Gutierrez D.D.S., PA.
Douglass Quinn D.D.S., P.A.
929 Oakfield Dr. ¢ Brandon ¢ 685-3511
Standard Active Treatment $3,723 to $4,587
Records Fee $278 ¢ Retainers $305 to $440
- #08450 #08550 #08750 -
www.stubbsorthodontics.com

Most Insurance Accepted ¢ Evening Hours

0002617937-01
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Chandler Rumbaugh Madeline Pena
Kimberly Herrin, Paige Vodopich and
Christopher Hackbardt,

Christopher Ivey Soto and

Hackbardt Paige Vodopich. '
sends his letter

off to Santa.

STEVE MORAN
813-661-24735

www.stevemoran.com :
#1 Individual Keller Willlams Agent in Brandon —

2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 Top 200 in U.S.*

VACANT LAND IN RIVERVIEW 1 ACRE POOL HOME IN POOL HOME IH RIVERVIEW POOL/SPA HOME IN VALRICO
Build your dream home in desirable Shadow Ridge BRANDON 4BR/2BA Open Floor Plan, Custom Pool Package, 4BR/BA formal living room and dining room. Hardwood
Subdivision on a secluded 2 acres. Located across the 3BR/2BA Wood Flooring, Huge Bonus Room 2,300 sq. ft. flooring; corian countertops, open floor plan.
street from Ihe community boat access. Property offers w/built-in bar area, 2,193 sq. ft. z MLS# T2319615 $235,000 Large screen enclosed lanai w/pool & spa, 2,342 sq. ft,
Tranquil views of 180 Acre Lake Grady. MLS# T2327812 $250,000 - MLS# T2646344 $269,000
MLS# T2339928 *#150,000

- i = 1
GATED COMMUNITY IN VALRICO GATED COMMUNITY IN VALRICO GATED COMMUNITY IN VALRICO
4BR/3BA plus Den, Formal Living room & Dining room. 4BR/3BA plus Bonus Room, Den, formal Living room & 5BR/3.5BA Paol/Spa - lots of upgrades/Hardwood
Upgrades Galore. Granite countertops, Dining room. Granite counteriops, crown moulding, 1300 sq. ft. Floors, 2,840 sq. ft.
harawood flooring. 2,742 sq. ft. screened lanai w/brick pavers. 3,272 sq. ft. MLS# T2311646 333,000
MLS# T2346334 s300,01)0 MLS# T2345006 *325,000

If You Want Your Home SOLD Rather Than Just Listed, Call The Agent That Has Become A “HOUSE SOLD" Name — Steve Moran.

‘outof 72,500 Keltar Williams doents

6002 ‘AUVANYT ¢ 31137VD FTYAONINOOTE + a
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By Dep. PETE MAURER

Each year brings memories
of the old year and a chance
for new beginnings and chal-
lenges. 2009 promises to be
a year of changes and chal-
lenges. Our nation will have a
new ptesident, our county new
commissioners and our schools
new teachers and princ’ipals.
Each of these will bring new
policies and ideas that will in
some way affect our lives and

“those of our families. The crit-

ical state of our economy will
have its serious affects too.

As we begin this very chal-
lenging New Year, those of us
in the Sheriff’s Office want to
wish each and every resident
of Bloomingdale and the sur-
rounding communities a very
safe and secure New Year. We
all want to especially thank
each and every one of you who

‘provided support and help to

us during this past year.

The Sheriff’s Officé con-
tinues «to make progress in
providing Bloomingdale and

L AW

the surrounding areas of Hill-
sborough County with' a safer
and more secure place.to live,
work, run a business and raise
a family. The safety and secu-
rity of the residents and their
homes and businesses in our
community and our county
as a whole is our very reason
for being here, Our continued
work with concerned residents
from our community has
helped make this possible. The
continued expansion of the
sheriff’s “Volunteer Citizens
Patrol Program”
participation on the Sheriff’s
Community councils will help
us make even more improve-
ments towards making Bloom-
ingdale safer and more secure.

Since Bloomingdale’s resi-
dents work throughout Hills-
borough County, we all.know
how . continued growth in
our area affects us in terms
of increased traffic and yes,
increases in crime such as gang
activity and property theft.
Significant improvements

and active

Lawn & Landscaping

Serving Bloomingdale for sver 8 years

- RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SPECIALIZING IN FULL DE’I‘.\IL ¥

! 4
.| & | *Mowing
"B | +Edging
¥ 8 | «Line Trimming
. | @ | *Hedge Trimming
5 ‘® Blowing .
- * Weed Control

e Landscape Design &

Installation R
¢ Landscape Lighting hrg ||‘
®» Tree/Palm Trimming |
« Sod Insallation i

. Mu!ehma:k& Rock

ENFORCEMENT

Sheriff's Office Resolutions

have been made and w-il‘l con-
tinue to be made in the 2009.
The sheriff’s special gang unit
continues to decrease gang
activity in our area. We will

finally see the widening of:

Bell Shoals Road, the contin-
ued widening of Boyette Road
and plans being coordinated
to improve other main traffic
areas such as Lithia-Pinecrest
Road.

One very important obser—
vation we in law enforcement
have noticed is that there is a
major key to improving traffic
flow and congestion that comes
not from not just widening
more roads but from you the
drivers. When you slow down
and obey the traffic laws, you
prevent accidents that cause
deaths. and serious injuries,
tie up traffic and you also save
a lot of money on expensive
citations and increases in auto
insurance.. “We want to chal-
lenge all of you to make it a
personal resolution in 2009
to slow down, drive safer and
obey all of the traffic laws.”
We will all benefit. Our depu-

ties can then spend more time

solving other law enforcement
issues and providing the secu-
rity you want and need.

The holidays are now over
and residents are enjoying the
nice gifts they received, every-
thing from new bikes to new
cars. Each of you should take
the time to insure these new
gifts are kept safe and secure
and not let criminals take
them. Make sure your garage
doors are locked, outside vehi-
cles are locked and all valu-
ables removed from them and
other valuable items like bikes
are secured inside. Otherwise
they will “walk away”. -

When you do leave your
home, insure it is secured. If
you will be away for any length
of time, make arrangements
with a friend or neighbor -to
get your mail and paper or
have them stopped until you
return. Arrange for a Sheriff’s
deputy to check.on your prop-
erty by-arranging for a Secu-
rity Check at the Community

- Station.

I know we all hear these
same safety and security steps
over and over every year. “The

TDeuty Pete Maurer =

simple fact is that they don’t
work until you take action and
do them!”

Let’s make 2009 a safe and
secure year. Take personal
responsibility for your prop-
erty, your home and your vehi-
cles. No one will miss them
more than you. Also, be a good
nelghbor and watch out for
your neighbors.

Drive safe, obey the trafﬁc

- laws and please buckle up!

Have a great 2009!

Williams Brings Folk Music
To Brandon Reglonal lerary

The

musician Jack Williams on Thursday, Jan. 8
at 7 p.m. at the Brandon Regional Library,

619 Vonderburg Drive.

_Enjoy an evening listening to the ren-
_ditions -of folk guitarist Jack Williams, a
nationally acclaimed musician and song-
writer who will leave listeners spellbound
with his unique sound. Sing Out Magazine
describes him as “one of the strongest gui-

tarists in contemporary folk.”

This program is cosponsored by the
Friends of the Brandon Library— Brandon

Regional Library.

For more information about this and
other free programs at your library, library
patrons should call (813) 273-3652, or visit

heplc.org.

Hillsborough County  Public
Library Cooperative will host acoustic folk
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The Flu Shot,
' By A Nose

Story and photo by LESLIE WHITE
The Walgreens Pharmacy at the corner of Bell Shoals Road and

‘Bloomingdale Avenue offers flu shots on a walk-in basis anytime

during their regular pharmacy hours. The general recommendation
is that anyone who wants to reduce his or. her chances of getting
the flu should be vaccinated, but you must be over the age of 18.

Walgreens offers two types of influenza vaccines - the _injectable
influenza vaccine, commonly known as the "flu shot" and the nasal
influenza vaccine, FluMist. The cost is $24.99. For more informa-
tion, visit the online Walgreens Health Library at http://www.wal-
greens.com/library/centers/flu/flu_faq.html. Walgreens is located
at 1011 Bloomingdale Ave., with hours from 7 a.m. to 12 a.m.
every day. To speak with the pha.rmacy staff call $43-5335.

| Flu Shots Available Here!

O See Pharmacy for Details

Q1475 PR
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© Quality Wortmamfﬂ
All Phases - All Appllmlonl : !
Interior » Exterior » Pressure Cleaning i
WE MEET OR BEAT OUR "= ]
COMPETITORS PRICES

813.661.9006

License #PA 2653 » Bonded & Insured
. 16 Years In Bloomingdale

THE
DANCE
CENTER

Residence of
Brandon Ballet

«. {//(’/’/ CIHCC

Call for an appointment
to register your dancer.

e Moyviaiy & M

e Youna CinitpriN
161 E. Bloomingdale Averiue X Tllil{\r/:‘::‘:zl I
Brandon, FL, ® PRrE-PROFISSIONAI
www.brandonballet.org * Prorissiony
E-mail: dance@brandonballet.org
(813) 684-4282

Alice Holden Bock, Director

¢ Limited Class Size

Offering the hig'hest caliber of ® Structured Curriculum
professional dance educators * Graded System o Professional Stafi’
to help y'our dancer ¢ Combination Classe

® Saturday Classes ® Ag

achieve their best.

e

COURTESY
PRENATAL VISITS.

Choose your
Pedialrician before
your baby
is homn,

Separate

Well-Visit

al'ld \ : | 14 |
Sick-Visit - 4
Entrances : —

SRR 1) (3 Florencio A. Nadal, M.D, FAAP

. Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P.
NOW

Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P-
AVAILABLE!

Rosalinda P Tiongco, A.R.N.P.
Joyce I. Young, A.R.N.P,

‘r; . | Jis - (T B -

- l.'

~ NADAL PEDIATRICS.

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS

621 Victoria St.
Brandon, Florida 33510
' (813) 655-0292
8am-8pm Mon-Thurs
8am-5pm Fri

376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 681-7101
8am-5pm Mon-Fri

www.nadalpediatrics.com

000262336301
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A Bunch Of Bunko
Raises Money For
Leukemia Society

By PAUL CATALA
poatala@mediageneral com

Around the busy hall, the
women congregated and when
they sat at tables, rolled the
bones. ‘ :

1t was a night of socializing,
eating and gaming, as.about 130
members of the MOMS Club
of Lithia gathered in the 2008,
fourth-annual “Roll for a Cure”
benefit night for The Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society.

For the past four years, The
Palmetto Club at FishHawk
Ranch has become a sort of mini-
casino resort, as the members of
the Moms Offering Moms Sup-
port (MOMS) Club, a national
support group for stay-at-home
moms, get together to raise
money to help fight blood can-
cers. ‘

As part of the fundraising
night, the mothers and some
grandmothers pay $20 each to
play in games of Bunko: Bunko
is a patlor game played in teams
of four with three dice. With a
time limit, players take turns
rolling ‘the dice to get as many
twos, threes, fours, fives and sixes
until a bell is sounded. A winning
throw in Bunco is to throw three

of a kind of a specified number
and each team tallies their points
to determine the winner. .

“I got one two, that's me. It'sa
good start,” said Carolyn Aguiar,
as she played against moms
Tracy Hennemann and Karin
Ciulla. “Do I go again?” :

Although some of the
women were having their first
go at Bunko and were just learn-
ing the rules, the enthusiasm

for the game was high. About’

80 of the women were from the
MOMS Club of Lithia chapter
and about 35 were members of
the Brandon chapter. The rest of
the women were moms, mothers
or friends.

Roll for a Cure 2008 raised
almost $3,000 for the Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society, which
goes towards leukemia research,
said Caitlin Wray, special events
campaign coordinator for the
society's Suncoast Chapter.

Wray said last year, $8,500
was raised and support 'from
groups like the MOMS Club of
Lithia has helped the survival
rate of those with leukemia —a
blood or bone marrow cancer
— go.from 3 percent in 1960, to
about 90 percent today.

Tracy Hennemann, left, watches as Karin Ciulla rolls the dice as the women play a game of Bunko. The two

women. played the game as part of the fourth-annual Roll for a Cure night, which featured a buffet, music
and a silent auction. Proceeds from the event went to The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.

“This is an incredible* turn-
out; one of the best I've seen,”
said Wra)/r. “T think this shows
the great involvement in their
community and whatever they
raise, goes'baék to our mission
of fighting leukemia.” i

The event, sponsored by the
Brandon News and individual
sponsors, began at 7 p.m. with
a buffet dinner and silent auc-
tion. As_she helped coordinate
activities, Roll for a Cure chair-
woman Danielle Triplett said
the Roll for a Cure events are
dedicated to Jeanie Camm, a
MOMS Club member who

died of Hodgkin's lymphoma
Sept. 8,2004.

Triplett said it was a night of
fun, fellowship and frivolity for
a serious cause.

“T think it's a fun night out
for the women,” said Triplett,
who lives in FishHawk with
her husband, Steve and daugh-
ters, Avery, 4 and Emma, eight
months. “This supports not
only the FishHawk neighbor-
hoods, but those in the greater
Brandon area.”

While a disc jockey played
popular tunes from the 1980s
and 1990s, the Bunko continued

and MOMS Club past-presi-
dent Mags Oldman, reminded
players to switch tables every
two minutes, giving them a
chance to meet other members.

As she took a break, MOMS .

member Meredith Johnson of
FishHawk said it was “great” to
have an evening that was both
entertaining and worthwhile.

“We all have fun and give
back at the same time,” said
Johnson, mother of Braxton, 4
and Sydney, 1. “You meet differ-
ent mothers in the community.
You sit, you play, then move and
get to meet someone new.”

Scott Arnold, DMD
wiwwww. IV
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“Pve been told I look
~ ten years younger...

and it only took 2 visits!”
S8 Unhappywmvour Aging Siniled

WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCE

4320 Bell Shoals, Valrico
Between Bloomingdale Ave. & Boyette Rd.

(813) 689-1529

0002619401-01
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Buy Any Bucket
et A Small

Miniature Golf
Buy A Round

Get A Round

LIGHTED
RANGES
PRO SHOP

MINI GOLF & BATTING

Bloomingdale Resident INTERIOR/EXTERIOR Insured
Tod Hafd PRESSURE WASHING -

) - RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES :
@ EXPERIENCED 654 -5646
and RELIABLE

With $100 or More
Merchandise Purchase

e GO L]

BRANDON
651-GOLF

RIVERVIEW
672-7750
www.ace-golf.com
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Resolutions schmezolutions!! Every year 1 make the list, at least
mentally, and every year for the majority of my post-baby years the
same three rear their ugly heads “lose weight,” “eat healthier,” “get
in shape.” Pffft! Forget the top 10 list of resolutions — I just have
to do seven because the first three are now unspoken standards. So,
figuring that other people out there have the same mindset as I do
about this time of year, I decided I'd share one of my family’s favorite
healthy meals — Pan-Seared Whitefish with roasted vegetables and
couscous. It’s lean, heart—healthy, quick and delicious! You can't beat

that combination!

Roasted Vegetables

Preheat oven to 425 degrees.

2 yellow squash, sliced

1 medium zucchini squash, sliced

1 medium red pepper, sliced

(You can also use cherry tomatoes, fresh mushrooms, quar-
tered onions, broccoli and other colors of peppers)

Salt, pepper, Italian seasonings

e two Drizzle of olive oil
music
Place cut vegetables in roasting pan and drizzle with olive
: oil, then salt, pepper and season with Italian seasonings or
ISt—P 0 Herbes de Provence. Hand toss to coat and flatten out to one
feeanced layer. Roast in oven for 25 minutes, stirring halfway through
I AL to cook evenly.
them q - As soon as this is in the oven, follow the directions on the
(s . ' box to make couscous, using chicken stock instead of water. 1
R EE chose to go with the whole grain variety, but it’s up to you. The
mson” o couscous literally takes 7 minutes from start to finish. Now it’s
5;:211:0:}? time to prepare the fish for pan-searing.
while.
ind give Pan-Seared Whitefish
1e,” said :
ixdtiofl}é: 1% Ibs. whitefish fillets (I prefer Tilapia because its mild)
;muni o Salt, pepper, flour (I use whole wheat to make it healthier)
iove e ¥ c. chopped almonds
w? Drizzle of olive oil

1 Tablcspoon of butter

" Heatolive oil in large skillet over medium high heat. While
pan is getting hot, salt and pepper one side of each fillet, then
dust each fillet with flour. When pan is hot and oil is moving
- and thinning, place each fillet seasoned side down in the skil-
- It being careful not to move it once you do. When all fillets

arcin skillet, repeat the salt, pepper and flour process. Let fil-
3B lets cook 3-4 minutes on each side. Once that’s done, move

3 them to one side of a serving platter and add another drizzle
- OFolive oil and the butter to the same skillet, When butter has

= EWFlfﬂd. add chopped almonds and toast them in the pan. This
Wil only take a couple of minutes. Once they're toasted, place
them on top of the fillets.

ALE!
F

More
irchase

8 :late the couscous aside the fish fillets and top with the roasted
tables for 4 really attractive entrée and side dish!

c ,"_"n_er@(,: Ungi '

Leslie White can be reached b_y emailing.' lwhite_bloomingdalega-

:.Vﬂbm.com. For more recipes visit Dinner @ 6 online at www.
AL ‘kﬂftwb:'te.blog:fpot.wm. Readers are invited to share their
_ — ©%Y meal solutions, comments and.ideas.

_________

Dinner @ 6

6 ingredients, 6 servings or 6 hours in the crock pot
These recipes will help your family have dinner @ 6!
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Join us January 23rd For Paint Til Ya Faint i:riday!

The Pott

a paint your own pottery studio

Hours: Tu-Th 10-8, F-Sa 10-9, Su 12:30-5, Closed Mondays

Pateh

2551 SR 60 E., Valrico * 813.643.0014 - www.potterypatchstudio.com
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Scholarship Fund

Needs Your Help

By SHELIAHARRIS

The 2009 B] Stelter Bloomingdale Community Scholarship
Fund, sponsored by the Bloommgdale Homeowners Association
needs your help:

Each year, an outstandmg Bloomlngdale High School Semor is
awarded a scholarship, to help defray some of the costs, to the college
of their choice. ~ .

The HOA sponsors the Hohday Luminaries fundralser to help
fund the scholarship. To maintain our generous SChOlaIShlp award,
we are seeking your help.

How can you help?

* We would like to encourage everyonc to pay theu‘ $25 annual
mcmbcrsh;p dues.

* You can become a donor; any amount is accepted

The objective of the scholarship is to reward and encourage
Bloomingdale High School seniors who are residents of the Bloom-
ingdale community to pursue a college education and to honor the
exemplary efforts and outstanding dedication of BJ Stelter, the Prin-
cipal of Bloomingdale High School from 1991 — 2005.

Bloomingdale High School Seniors and parents of seniors,
the scholarship application will be available . for download at
bloomingdalehomeownersassociation.com'on Feb. 1, 2009.

Please look for more information in the Februa.ry issue.

SAY YOU SAWIT IN
THE BLOOMINGDALE

GAZETTE

”»” “*ﬁ;u M"«fﬁ "’fxﬁ%‘@ﬁ‘a}
6 Months
Same As Cash*

Plus a Free Programmable
Touch Screen Thermostat

o

when you purchase any Trane System
from Ken Hope before February 28, 2009

It's Hard 1o Stop A Trane*

w. KEN HOPE '@Sccss
% AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

671-2107  685-HOPE
11531 U.S. Hwy. 41 South’

*6 Montha Same As Cash/6 Months Deferred Paymant - Finance Charges accrue from
the date of sale unless the Same As Cash plan balance is paid in full prior to the Same
As Cash explration date, in which case they sre waived. Regular credit terms apgly after
the Spme #As Cash perlod expires. Annual cantage Rate 17.50%. Minimutn Finance
Charge: $2.00. (APR and Minimum Finance Charga may ba Imr it some states ) Torms
subject lo chnnge \Mll\uut notice, Suhluct to mdll ppeoval. See Account A
for and Other op: d and tlmad ond
crodit plans may be avallu‘nre Ask saller for detyily All uedil pleny subiject to normal
cradit palicies

0002598238-01

Cambrldge Cookie Exchange

Cambridge Cove resident Marlene Eskine opens her home each Christmas season for a cookie
exchange between friends. The catch is that everyone brings their dough and the group spends the
morning baking goodies, catching up and sharing recipes. At the end of the exchange, everybody goes
home with a delectable sample platter of treats. In the picture are Kelly Dorsett, M|chele Chambers
Mindy Wellman.and Marlene Eskine. -

LESLIE WHITE/Gazette Photo

BOOKMARKS

From page 10
through Thursday; 10 am.-
6 pm. Friday and Saturday;
12:30-5 p.m. Sunday Ca]l (813)
744-5630.

* Free computer skills pro-
grams are offered at 10:30 a.m.

and 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays and’

Wednesdays. = Registration  in
person is required no earlier than
one hour before the program.
Call (813) 273-3652, ext. 2, or
visit www.hcplc:org.

* Library will close at 6 p.m.

today.

* Library will be closed all day
Thursday. :

* Story Time is at 10 a.m.
Tuesdays.

* Baby Time is -at 10:45
am. Tuesdays for ages 12-24
months.

.* Baby Time is at 10:45 a.m.

‘Mondays for ages 0-12 months.

» Toddler Time is at 10 a.m.

Mondays.

* Eree contemporary acoustic
folk music will be performed by
Jack Williams at 7 p:m. Jan 8.

* Friends of the Brandon
Library meet at 1 p.m. Jan. 13.

-« Book Discussion: The
Double Bind by Chris Bohjalian
at 2:30 p.m. Jan. 13.

* Teens Dream Interpreta-
tions at 3:30 p.m. Jan. 14.

* Library closed all day Jan.
19 for Martin Luthet King Day.

* Bedtime Stories is at 7 p.m.
Jan. 28.

RIVERVIEW: Riverview
Branch Library, 10509 River-

view Drive, offers the fo]lowmg ;

programs, Hours are 10 a.m.-9
p-m. Monday and Tuesday; 10
a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesday through
Saturday. Call (813) 273-3652.

* Library will close at 6 p.m.
today.

* Library will be closed all
day Thursday.

* Toddler Time is at 10 a.m.
Wednesdays.

* Story Time is at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays.

* Baby Time is at 10:30 a.m.
Thursdays.

* Word 2003: Resume Wizard
will be at 10:30 2.m. Jan. 9.

* Teens Cook: Treats and
Sweets will be at 4 p.m.Jan. 13.

* Master Gardener: Florida
Palms will be at 7 p.m. Jan. 13.

* Book Discussion: Memory
Keeper's Daughter by Kim
Edwards will be at 2 p.m. Jan.
14,

* The Library will be closed
all day Jan. 19 for Martin Luther
King Day.

" SEFFNER/MANGO: Seff-
ner/Mango Branch Library, 410
Kingsway Road, Seffner offers
the following programs. Hours
are 10 am.-8 p.m. Monday
and Tuesday; 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

See BOOKMARKS, Page22 .
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" New Head Pro

) |

Brings Changes
To Bloomingdale
Golfer’s Club

By LESLIE WHITE
Bloomingdale Golfer’s Club

has a new Head Golf Profes-

sional and his name is Mario
Battistini. Since May, Battistini
has worked to help “get Bloom-
ingdale back to par."

One of the most recent
changes has been linking up with
the Florida Golf Trail, a pairing
that offers 13 golf club member-
ships for the price of one. With
Bloomingdale now a part of the
Florida Golf Trail, members can
play at golf courses designed by
some of golf’s best known play-
ers and designers including Tom
Fazio, Arnold Palmer, Gary
Player and Gary Koch.

Making the golf club more
accessible and providing more

opportunities to play are key, said -

Battistini. Bloomingdale now
offers Insider’s Club, through
which members receive monthly

coupons, special events and the

“inside scoop” on Bloomingdale
Golfer’s Club.

“Every Tuesday is ‘Incredible

Tuesday’ and we offer contests,
and give out awards for a rea-
sonable price. We're just trying
to offer golfers the most out-
ings,” he said. .

But what Battistini enjoys
the most is helping community
members raise funds through
the sport of golf.

‘I want to help members
organizing a very profitable
event for a local charity they
care about and help everyone
have a great time and at the
same time benefit their pur-

pose,” said Battistini, who says everyone involved to have a
that golf events are a great way good time doing it -

to raise funds while allowing

For more information about

Battistini’ or the Club, visit
www.bloomingdalegolf.com or
call 685-4105.

OF BRANDON

The Brandon News & Tribune Readers' Poll ‘08

REMODELING

'ROOM ADDITIONS

SCREEN ROOMS

LANAI SCREENING

e GUTTERS -
« HOME REPAIR

e KITCHENS

e BATHS

813-661-4600

www.SHINGLE-MASTERS.co

LIC. #CGC-1513621, #CCC-1328724

Did you know we also offer

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES?...

NEW ROOFS
RE-ROOFS

ROOF REPAIRS
LEAK DETECTION

ROOF INSPECTIONS

STORM REPAIRS
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Kelly Bordelon, Copper Ridge resident

“I really haven't thought a lot about it, but I hope the economy

gets better and everyone is able to have a more prosperous New Year
and save their homes.”

Stan Lee, Chadd’s Ford resident and newly elected Bloomingdale
. Homeowner Association President
“I would like to-have more time. That would enable me to do
more for my community and to be with my family and friends.”

ByJOY BOISSELLE

“Talk around Town” is
a section of your home-
.town newspaper that
seeks to reach out to
the community. Every
month, residents and
those who work in our
community will be asked
a question, sometimes
light-hearted, sometimes
serious, and asked to

’ . - _.'l.'
I N [
- .
; ]
4 d
»»

A lr o.nd. Do you hav? e, * Mike Lewandowski, former Bloomingdale resident
question you would like “T hope the economy improves, the recession breaks, and our new
to have asked?® Email president can fulfill the promises he made. Personally, T want to get
; fit and spend more time with my kids.” .
your suggestions to :
InBloomingdaleNews@
tampabay.rr.com.

This month’s question,
while light-hearted, drew
serious responses aimed
at today’s economic
downtumn:

“What is your hope,

wish, or resolution  for

the new year?”

Joan Walsh, Fox Run resident 7
“I hope every body gives our new president a fair chance, the
cconomy turns around and that everyone stays healthy.”

 TRRANDON |

Board Certified
Specializing in:
* Acne tréatment
* Botox
* Chemical peels -
* Restylane
* Laser wrinkle reduction
* Customized skin care program
* Microdermabrasion
* Mole removal
» Photofacial treatment

‘! Andres Tobon, D.O,

Now Accerning New Pamients,
Most inisurance plans accepted.

Now OrrerinG » Skin ca i i

Lasen Acue S Skin canc'er diagnosis & surgery g

405 W. Bloomingdale Ave. (813) 662-3376
Www.brandondermatology_.com é
---------------------- e - — - -y
i MICRODERMABRASIONS ' $ BOTOX E
' See brighter, fresher skin - e |
3O iurtmireaersn (3] () S
1....-_--.._-_-.E'E-L@.‘."Es.--.._.-.-.:--_.,-__---.5’21_’:5.1*99_-.. :

Ready To Romp...
Now Open!

 All Day Play, Snooze The Night Avay o s
+ Large Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
- Spacious Cabins with Comfy Cots
Live Camper Cams *

+ Bedtime Campfire Tasty Treats

* Certified Camp Counselors'

Camp Bow Wow Tampa South Shore
12218 Balm Riverview Rd
Ruverview, FL 33579

(813) 672.CAMP (267)

THINKING

ABOUT
SELLING
YOUR

GOLD?

Come to the jeweler
you have known
& trusted for 54 yrs.

JEWELERS

Since 1934

689-8124

(Kings Ave. & Qakficld Dr)
Open Tues-Fri 9-6 & Sat 9-5
www.martins-jewelers,com

Wialch & Jewelry Repairs
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Challenging
Yoga

By PAUL CATALA
peatala@mediageneral.com

For some people, the thought
of yoga brings up visions of sit-
ting in a lotus position and eating
bean sprouts, while listening to a
meditational CD of waves crash-
ing on the shoreline.

But a local yoga center and its
owner-instructor want to help
change those stereotypes and
show students the long-term
benefits of the practice, in a more
challenging way.

Trad1t10na]ly, yoga refers to
traditional physical and mental
d1§c1p11nes originating in India;

‘to the goal achieved by those

disciplines; and to one of the six
orthodox schools of Hindu phi-
losophy.

Over generations, it still
incorporates those principals, but
some of its forms have changed
to impact modern, daily lives.

To help to make lasting life-
style changes, Sherry Smith,
owner of Serenity Stream Yoga
& Wellness Spa, Riverview, has
developed a special fitness pro-
gram — “The Extreme Get Fit,
Stay Fit Challenge,” a $400,
eight-week  program  which
begins Jan. 19.

Besides getting the benefits
of traditional yoga and wellness
classes, Smith said her goal is to
get the community to “take con-
trol of their health and change
their lifestyle.”

During a recent yoga session

at her studio, Smith prepared °

for her first evening class. Since
opening last June in Boyette
Executive Park, 11954 Boyette
Road, she has held classes there
seven days a week, for about 400
yoga devotees from FishIHawk
Ranch, Riverview and Apollo
Beach.

Smith, who got into yoga -

about 10 years ago while work-
ing as a corporate travel manager
in Rhode Island, said the Stay Fit
Challenge is designed to teach
and  maintain  healthy eating
habits, cooking  techniques,
weight training, yoga postures
and cardiovascular exercise tech-
niques. She said what makes the
program unique is that it's pro-
grammed to help students carry
what they learn into their daily

lives, rather than just attending
classes and leaving what théy
gained at the studio door.

“My mission is not only to
be just'a place that offers yoga
classes. It's to build commu-
nity-and educate about making
healthy lifestyle changes,” she
said. :

To do that, Smith is offer-
ing the Stay Fit Challenge,
which includes weekly classes on
healthy living (nutrition, cardio-
vascular, weight training, stress
management, cooking, and self-
acceptance); a two-month, pri-
vate gym’ membership; private
yoga, Pilates and personal train-
ing sessions, mentoring through-
out the program and unlimited
classes at Serenity Stream.

Smith: also said it includes
Zumba, a Latin dance-based fit-

ness program, and will be run by -

Serenity Stream instructor and
certified personal trainer Abby
Eastman, who twice led a similar
program in Virginia.

Eastman, who holds mas-
ters degree in exercise physiol-
ogy, said the Stay Fit Challenge
program is a “makeover” for a
healthy life.

“It is for people who are ready
to get real and stop making
excuses and start working and
seeing the results,” she said. “The
program is a lifestyle makeover,
teaching you - the tools to be
healthy for life.”

Smith participants in last
year's program are still seeing
results. She said the 125 Stay Fit
Challenge participants last year
lost almost 900 pounds — over 3
million calories.

It's those results that Smith
hopes will draw at least 40
people to the Challenge, like
yoga devotee Tracey McPher-
son of Brandon. A yoga student
for two years, the sales market-
ing manager for the Tampa Bay
Performing Arts Center said she
may enroll in the Challenge.

“I found this place and it's
great for stress relief at the end
of my day; I've enjoyed all the
classes and the instruction has
been great,” she said.

For information, call (813)
368-6546 or see www.screnitys-
tream.com.

At right, Smith and McPherson go through
some paositions in the Serenity Stream studio.

Above, Sherry Smith, Serenity Stream Yoga &
Wellness Spa owner, and yoga devotee Tracey
McPherson go through stretching exercises
before beginning more intricate yoga posi-
tions. McPherson said she began yoga about
two years ago while living in Washington, D.C.
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DRUG RECALL

or

DEFECTIVE MEDICAL DEVICE'?

¢ Avandia
* Trasylol Digitek Heart Pills
* MRI/MRA Gadoliniun

* Heparin -
* Kugel Hernia Mesh
* Medtronic Bone Stimulator

. Medtromc Syncro Med EL Pump

| A'Profe'ss-io-_nal Association
Chris M. Limberopoulous

Boa'r_d Certified Civil Trial Lawyer
400 N Ashley Dr. » Suite 2150 » Tampa, FL 33602

81_3-875- 1 81 8
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We have been fighting for the legal rlghts of consumers since 1982, winning
H substantlal settlements for victims of bad medlcme bad products, corporate greed-
and negligent mdnvn_duals.,l?lease contact us with questions about your case.

THE LIMBEROPOULOS LAW FIRM, P. A.

B

)
~

6002 ‘AYVNNYI ¢ 31137VD TTVADNINOOTY ¢




)
[

JANUARY, 2009 » BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE »

Florida’s Arbor Day
IsJan.16

ByJOYBOISSELLE

Attention all Bloomingdale
tree lovers, it’s time to celebrate
Florida’s Arbor Day! Many states,
like Florida, celebrate ‘Arbor Day
earlier than National Arbor Day
which is held in April. The Janu-
ary date allows for residents to
take advantage of the state’s mild
winters and best tree planting
weathet, This year’s celebration
is on Jan. 16.

Whether observed in January
or April, Arbor Day is a day to
celebrate the beauty and value
of trees by planting and.- caring
for them. Created in Nebraska
in 1872, the mission is simple;
plant trees. To get the most out
of this year’s Arbor Day, Steven
Kale, a Bloomingdale resident
and certified arborist (that’s tree
expert to us simple folk) offered
his advice for tree selection and
planting.

Kale is the vice president
and general manager of Gulf
Coast Tree Care and has been
with the company for nine years.
“Arbor Day benefits are many,”

he explained, “Trees help con-
trol soil erosion, they clean our

‘air, and they provide shade and

lower electric bills. They also
harbor our wildlife, and they
add beautification and value to
our homes, neighborhoods; and
cities.” :

BLOOMIN’IN BLOOMINGDALE

To the greatest extent pos- |F 3

sible, Kale recommends plant-
ing native trees, and a variety of
them.“Diversity in our tree pop-
ulation is key; if you only plant
one species, you potentially open
the door for a disease that could
wipe out the whole population,”
he said.

“Many Bloomingdale home
lots are small and do not lend

“themselves to having a-tree with
“a large footprint like our many

oak species,f he explained. Mag-

~nolia, red maple, sycamore, and

pine are a few native tree species
Kale suggested for Blooming-
dale planters. “These trees can
be planted close to homes, they
grow fast, and they are beauti-

- ful” .

“Also, I like and can recom-

the right place. There are many

information sources to help with

tree selection and planting loca-

tion including web sites, land-

scape architects, and local plant
' nurseries.

As for the arborist’s role, he
offered, “We are “the tree doc-
tors. We primarily care for and
maintain trees that are -estab-

mend some of the really pretty
“ornamental” trees for small foot-
print propefties: crape myrtle,
bottlebrush; Chinese elm, flow-
ering dogwood, mimosa, holly,
Hong Kong orchid. All of these
do very well in our area,” he
added.

His number one tree plant-
ing tip: plant the right tree in

: : STEVE KALE/courtesy photo
Arbor Day is Jan. 16. Plant a tree to celebrate. Maybe one day your tree will become as majestic as this
100-year-old “Grand Status” Live Oak in Centerbrooke subdivision off Bell Shoals Road. The tree has been
maintained by Gulf Coast Tree Care for the past 25 years.

lished.” For issues comncerning
tree health, removals, and general
‘maintenance, contact Gulf Coast
Tree Care at (813) 681-8016.
What are you waiting for...

Grab your shovel and start
digging. Do your part to keep
the Bloomingdale community
beautiful. Happy Arbor Day,
neighbors.

BOOKMARKS
From page 18 -
Wednesday through Saturday.
Call (813) 273-3652.

* The Library will be closed
alt day Thursday.

* Research Rally will be at
3 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays.

e Crafterncon will be at 4
p-m. Monday and Jan. 26.
* Introduction to the library

- will be at 6 p.m. Tuesday and

Jan. 13. b

- »Story Time will be at 10:15
a.m. and 3 p:m. Wednesdays.

- Free adult computer classes
areat 10:15 a.m. Thursdays. Reg-
istration in person is required no

earlier than one hour before the
program. Call (813) 273-3652,
ext. 2, or visit www.hcplc.org.
* Doug Capen Magic Show
at 1 and 3 p.m. Jan. 10. [
» Movie Monday at 4 p.m.
Jan. 12.

+ Slammin, Science Experi-
ments is at 4 p.m. Jan. 15 and
29. | ]

- Digital Photo Scavenger

"« Library is closed all day
Jan. 19 for Martin Luther King

As low as *1 a Day”

» SMASH, Board games and  Day.
activities is at 4 p.m. Jan. 13 and o Game Zone will be at 4
27. “pm.Jan.20. - |
- * Cyberkids will be at 4 p.m.
Jan. 22.

. é%‘;}ééwa
c_;’)m’/z'ﬂ/m_ i
Cherels e i [ | Jan. 27,

ot
Come foin'us in worship il ope a0

« The Tortoise and the Hare
Mousical will be at 10:30 a.m. on

Huntis at 11:30 a.m. Jan. 17. .

78TH STREET: 78th Street
Community Library, 7625 Palm
River Road, offers the follow-
ing programs. Hours are 10
a.m.-8 p.m. Monday; noon to
8 p.m. Tuesday; 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Wednesday through Saturday.
Call (813) 273-3652.

" » Library will close at 6 p m.

today. :

» Library will be closed all day
Thursday.

* Getting Control of Your .
Finances will be at 6 p.m. Tues-

day.

protects your family, home,
possessions & peace of mind.

Our Free Alarm Package Includes:

ELECTRONIC
PROTECTION

12 Door/Window Sensors
1 Pet Friendly Motion Detector
Master Control Panel ® Keypad
Siren ® Battery Buckup ~ ©
Hyperlink Security
(800) 743-7043

Call for details on our fees and ferms

1-800:743-7043

Locally Owned and Operated

 ATathataalsalitaliiAVaath s s's WihbAte ettt LRRERLRL 0
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Sunday
8:00, 9:30, 11:30, 5:30 P.M.
Saturday Vigils
4:00 & 6:00 P.M.

_Daily Mass
8:00 A.M. Mon-Sat, 7:00 P.M. Wed.
Reconciliation
3-3:45 P.M. Sat., 8-9 P.M. Wed.

» Young Vibrant Failh-Filled Community
o Catholic School PreK3-8
¢ Middle School EDGE
‘ » High School LIFE TEEN

5049 Bell Shoals Rd, Valrico
www.ststephencatholic.org

689-4900

DO02G23451-01

KEEP YOUR RETIREMENT ON SOLID GROUND
EVEN IF THINGS AT WORKARE UP IN THE AIR.

To make sense of your retirement savings alternatives,
call today.

www.edwardjones.com Member.SIPC

Dan Sammons, CLU®

Financial Advisor
3616 Erindale Drive z o
Valrico, FL 33596 - Edwar d ]ones
Office 813-681-1462

dan.sammons@edwardjones.com MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
Brandon's Best Financial Planning 2005, 2006, 2007 & 2008

0002629658-01
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By LAURA CONE
Icone@mediageneral.com
Dina Williams, the owner of
illie's Gifts, Candles & Vin-
be Home Décor store took
chance on starting her own
tsiness in the FishHawk area
October2007.
Less than one year later, she
ffered a brain aneurism.
When she thinks back or her
palth crisis, she gets emotional.
Her customers became her

osest friends, supporting her .

arough the difficult time.

“I was glad I took this

hance, she said. “Life is very
;aglle 1 did not know if I would
ecover, I am glad I got to live
ny dream.”
. Williams, a former teacher, is
the daughter of Paulette and the
Rev. Donald Williams , pastor of
The First Church of the Naza-
rene in Brandon.

. Originally from Falls Church,
Va., she moved to Florida with
her family when she was 11
years old.
| She specializés in gift items.

Her cozy 1,200-square-foot

'shop is filled with candles, tea

cups; jams, preserves, salt and

- peppet shakers and decorations.

Many of her customers pro-

| vided her with a support system,

becoming an extended family in

| the past year. For many people,

! her store, with the warm scent

| . of cinnamon, feels more like a
. home.

“We have home décor with a
vintage feel,” Williams said. “It's

. an old-time shiop.I love antiques

and I love that thcrc is a history
to an item.”

She said customers like the
oId-fashloned feel of the shop
that allows them to hark back to

- a more simple time.
Robin Rosenzweig, who lives

in the FishHawk area, said she
loves the black and white polka
dot umbrella from Millie's she
received for her bn‘thday last
year.

She also shopped at Millie's
for a neighbor's birthday gifts.

“It's  just.
you can't find anywhere else,”
Rosenzweig said. “It's not hand-
made, but it's'the closest to it. It
has that little bit of country and

primitive flair.”

Rosenzweig said she also = ff

likes the variety.

As a Halloween collector, she.

likes the decorations she can
find at the shop. But beyond
the merchandise, Rosenzweig
simply likes to stop by to visit
with Williafns.

“She is perfect for a store like
that,” Rosenzweig said. “She is
friendly. People go in there just
to say hello and see her even
when they aren't going’ to get
anything. I stop in just because
I enjoy her. When people come
to your store just to say hi, it tclls
you the kind of person she is.”

In response to the recession,

Williams is marking down iterns .

to as low as 50 percent off for an
after-Christmas sale.’

“I try to find things more rea-
sonably priced with the economy

adotable stuff

illie's OWnerT’ook_A Tance On Her

Dina Williams arranges decorat|ons in her Millie's gift shop in the Subway plaza at 13210 Boyette Road in

Riverview.
the way it’is,” said Williams, who

has noticed people are looking

for bargains. _

‘For Valentine's Day in Feb-
ruary, she is stocking the -store
with gifts appropriate for cou-
ples as well as gifts for children
and other loved ones. J

“It's not just a romantic holi-
day,” she said. “It's to remember
the ones you love.”

For more information on

~Millie’s, 13210 Boyette Road,
Riverview, call (813) 681-8822.

Dream

i Staﬂ"photo by LAURA CONE

What’s ﬂ_ie. Buzz?
$10 Forever!!

RENTZAYL (FROERAN
& HAVE THE INSTRUMENT DELIVERED TO
YOUR SCHOOL OR PICK IT UP AT OUR STORE!!!
* Rent-to-own educator approved instruments
* 1009% of rental fees going toward purchase
= NO interest or finance charges
* Return anytime with no further obligation
8 Optmnal insurance policy offered for repairs & theft

IN\I(DLVE D) [N A NEW CLASS

Prlvate or Group Lessons in all Instruments or Voice
Group Guitar Classes
Musical Theatre Beginner Violin Classes
“Sleeping Beauty" (ages 4-9) Orchestra * Rock Band
“High Sehool Musical 2" (ages 8 and up)  Karate Recorder & More (ages 7 and up)
To'Be Determined (ages 13 and up) Showchoir « Homescheol Music

FULL-LINE MUSIC STORE

Band/Orchestral Instruments
Guitars * Amps * Drums
Keyboards * Sheet Music & Books
Accessories * Gift Cards
Burn Your Own Karaoke CD
PERFORMING ARTS ACADEMY

813. 685 5998 - 402 Oakfield Dr. - Brandon, FL 33511
(1 block west of Brandon Hospltal)

0002629639-01

Mon.-Thurs 9-9 Fri 9-8 Sat 9-6
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RAY
CHADDERT®
813-601-0597
www.ChadderténGroup.com
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ABD/ABA + DEN SCREENED POOL/SPA HOME ON
THE GOLF COURSE IN FOX RUN! 5424,900

SHD/3.58A SPARKLING SCHREENED FOOL HOME
OnN 1/4 ACRE FENCED CUL-DE-SAC LOT WITH
2,872 5Q. FT. $314,900

=z
FABLILOLUS IBD/ZABA FHRESHLY PAINTED AND
METICULOUSLY MAINTAINED BEAUTY 'WITH ELEGANT
UPGRADED KITCHEN AND BATHS, 52080900

rﬂiiU POOL BEAUTY RIGHT OUT OF “"SOUTHERN LIVING
MAGAZINE" OFFERING 48074 5134 » DEN, « BONUS LOFT, 5 CAH
GARAGE & THANQUIL VIEWS OF THE ALAFIA RIVER! 51,100,000

\"W”p e “
L8

BEAUTIFUL 4BD/3BA LAKEFHONT MINI-ESTATE
WITH FENCED PASTURE LAND OR BUILDABLE
PARCEL. TOTAL 4B ACHES, $567,000

SRD/3.58A SCREENED POOL & SPA HOME IN
FOX RUN! $424,500

?‘R L'_.._rl'

'q:mu- fo

AWESOME 4BD/3BA  GOLF (JOUHHL IIiUN'IAl' B
POOL/SPA HOME WITH 3-CAR GRAGE IN'AN 1DEAL
LOCATION FOR EASY INTERSATE ACCESS. $245,000

-
4 _;Q. wﬂc-m—.-

MICELY KEPT aBD/2BA HOME IN DESIRABLE
PROVIDENCE LAKES WITH FENCED BACKYARD AND
PATIO. S 103,000

STUNNING EXECUTIVE SBD/SBA+ DEN, + BONUSROOM
POOL HOME ON OVER 1/3 ACHE IN PRESTIGIOUS
GATED COMMUNITY WITH 3.CAR GARAGE, S519,900

o

2l 'a-;-_ll g
e S N <
EXQUISITE 3BD/2BA + 2 HALF BATH + BONUS
ROOM «+ SITTING ROOM BRICK POOL HOME
LOADED WITH UPGHADES. $454, 500

4BD/ABA + DEN CUSTOM EXECUTIVE SCH
POOL/SPA HOME ON 49 ACHE LOT IN QUIET
ONE STREET SUBD, $405,000

4B0D/ABA POOL HOME, ON GOLF COURSE LOT
WITH 3-CAR GARAGE. $249,000

TOP 1% IN TAMPA BAY!
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