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 meowners Jim Holland of Bloomingdale, Kay Fortin of River Hills and Larry MclL.enclon of Fish Hawk Trails,
are 3 of over 1,600 neighbors'who signed a petition asking county commissioners to reinstate truck load limits

on Lithia Pinecrest Hd,

Bloomingdale, Fish Hawlk, River Hills
Want Truck Load Limits

County commission to
review request July 24

By LAURAFRAZIER

Bloomingdale, Fish Hawk and River
Hills residents say since Hillsborough
County removed old load limit signs from
Lithia Pinecrest last July, they’ve seen a
significant increase in tanker truck traffic.

Larry McLendon, president of the Fish
Hawk Trails homeowners association and
former chairman of the Florida Trucking
Association, said residents have collected

over 1,600 signatures asking county com-
missioners to reinstate the load limits, in
effect prohibiting tankers from the road.
The Lithia Pinecrest neighbors say they
are not opposed to all truck traffic, but that
large tanker trucks carrying hazardous
materials should travel on less densely
populated, non-residential roads to protect
public health, safety and convenience.
Bloomingdale Homeowners Association
president Ted Grable said although Lithia
Pinecrest Rd. does not fall within the com-
munity’s boundaries, Bloomingdale resi-

‘See Truck, Page 6
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A developer's plans to make changes that would allow a Target store to be built on this land next to the high school and new library have been delayed until nc

Developer Puts Target On Hold

By MACK AUSTIN

The proposed plan by a
developer to build a Target
department store next to
Bloomingdale Senior High
School has been delayed.

The planning commission
was supposed to review the
developer’s request last
month, but GBT Investments
Inc delayed its plans to make
changes to comply with the
county’s comprehensive
growth plan until some time
next year.

One reason for the delay is
new land development regu-
lations that county officials
are presently working with -
Neo-traditional Neighbor-
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hood Development.

The new plan incorporates
a neo-traditional neighbor-
hood style village into pro-
posed building projects.
These projects utilize old-
fashioned, pedestrian-friend-
ly urban communities with
stores, residences and offices
mixed together.

Parking is in back of the
buildings, and structures are
built closer to the road.

Part of GBT’s plan would
involve having another road
built perpendicular from
Bloomingdale Ave. to Lithia-
Pinecrest Rd., in effect creat-
ing another intersection on
Bloomingdale near the high
school and planned library.

The normal traffic on Bloom-
ingdale Ave., combined with
the new library’s traffic and
now more traffic from the
Target project, would create
another challenging traffic
area.

The new regulations have
a lot of merit when consider-
ing just how a community is
developed.

Effective planning and
growth management is much
better than random building
by developers who probably
don’t even live in our commu-
nity or state.

What the residents of our
community and in particular
those who live on the south
side of Bloomingdale Ave.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN

must consider is how all of
this will affect them.

Also, we must note that
putting a Target store right
next to a high school would
present its own set of unique
problems for the school
administration -as residents
noted in 1999.

We all know that some-
thing is going to be built on
the acreage next to the high
school and new library.

We now have some time to
take a serious look at what
would be best in the long-
range plans for our communi-

ty.
Once the construction is
completed, it’s a done deal.
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_Residents Spout Off About

A Gazette Report

The Hillsborough County
Commission on June 24
banned lawn watering
through the month of
August for residents of
southeastern Hillsborough,
including Brandon, Valrico,
Riverview, Lithia and Sun
City. Care to comment?
Send your opinions and
ideas to Letters@Blooming-
daleGazette.com. Here is a
sample of letters we've
received:

“It is certainly hard to
believe that established
homes and yards must now
suffer to provide water for
future home sites and future
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lawns. What is supposed to
happen to ours in the mean
time? I promise you, I have
spent several thousand dol-
lars on.my landscaping and I
WILL NOT let it die out for
the sake of a lawn that is just
now on some designer’s draw-
ing board.

Do we have recourse, or are
we becoming a dictatorial
society here in our small part
of Hillsborough County? I
assume the people who put
these laws in place are not
planning to remain in their
positions long.

I wonder if Fidel has
watering bans in Hapana?”

- Bloomingdale

“This (watering ban) has to
be the most absurd idea this
board has come up with yet.
Enough is enough. What
about all the new homes,
apartment cities going up left
and right? Why do we contin-
ue to be punished for the over-
growth allowed at full speed?
We don’t need all these new
homes and dozens of new gro-
cery stores. We don’t have
enough water, schools, and
roads for these increases.

When will one of our repre-
sentatives wake up and stand
up for us?”

- Bloomingdale

“The newspapers reported
today that water use in Hills-
borough County increased 6

E-Mail: News@BloomingdaleGazette.com
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Water Woes

percent during the past 12
months while the other utili-
ties experienced a decrease of
2.6 percent. They overlooked
the magjor contributor to the
water usage increase in East
Hillsborough County - uncon-
trolled building growth. Con-
servation measures by resi-
dents in our part of the coun-
ty will never keep pace with
the water use required for
new homes. The county must
acquire additional water
sources if it wants continued
growth. And if we cannot
acquire this water, we must
bite the bullet and eract a
moratorium on new homes,
even if it makes the develop-
ers unhappy.”

- River Hills

Danita Kessner

Licensed Massage Therapist
9 Years Experience

» Neuromuscular
e Sports Massage

* Trigger Point

e Stretching

e Relaxation

* Moist Heat

e TMJ

e Sciatica?
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e STRESSED?
o Neck/Shoulder Pain?

e Backaches/Headaches?
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Therapeutic massage in the comfort of your home

ESNSISETN




4 B THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

The Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association, Inc. ,

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, F1L. 33594.
(813) 681-2051. Fax: (813) 651-1129

E-mail: BHA@CyberRails.com

Web Site: www.BloomingdaleGazette.com

BHA meetings are at the community office on the 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President — Ted Grable
Vice President — Joe Hickle
Treasurer — Pam Liguori
Director — Len Jasczak
Director — Patricia Radel

Director — Tony Diolosa
Director — Steve Heckel
Director — Cheryl Kehrmeyer
Director — Michele Caballer
Director — Joseph Grem

Bloomingdale Special

Taxing District _
3509 Bell Shoals Rd., Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 684-6667
BSTD meetings are held at the community
office on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President — Thom Snelling

Bloomin
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Your Inside Connections

Treasurer — Don Cassels ,
Recording Secretary — Alice Burleson
Trustee — Russell Jones

Trustee — David West

Trustee — Dale Kahn

Trustee — Myron Magedanz

Property Manager — Al Devney

Bloomingdale Mobile Watch

Coordinator/Equipment Manager —

Tony Diolosa, 681-1146
Treasurer — Paul

Kelmer, 681-9701
Patrol Member —
Steven Heckel,
654-4266

Patrol Member — Brad Scharp, 643-5000
Patrol Member — Paul Warr, 685-7883

«/ILLCEL

Wireless provider for Bloomingdale Mobile Waich

gdale Oaks Special Taxing District
P.O. Box 3132, Brandon, FL 33509-3132. (813)

685-2817

BOSTD meetings are held at 3419 Cade Lane on

the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. ™
L/

President — Bill Grace
Treasurer — Fred Englehart

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980
3509 Bell Shoals Rd.
Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 681-2051
Fax: (813) 651-1129
E-Mail: News@BloomingdaleGazette.com

Executive Director — Joe Liguori
Editor — Laura Frazier
Photojournalist — Mack Austin
Restaurant Critic — Elton Dumont
Yard of the Month — Rosie Trellis

Published by Sunbelt Newspapers — 1401 Oakfield Drive,
Brandon, FL 33511.(813) 689-7764

The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along
with The Tampa Tribune on the 1st Saturday of each month. ‘

Publisher — Carla Rockwell L

Advertising Manager — Melonie Hall

~ Cimino "¢

Parents, -
Officials -

Walk the
Walk

A Gazette Report

County, school and law
enforcement officials met
with future Cimino Elemen-
tary Schoel parents last
month 6:45 a.m at the school
to walk the route students
will use when the school
opens this fall.

School officials said bus
transportation will not be
provided for children living
less than two miles from the
school, and completion of par-
tial sidewalks near the school
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County traffic spe
ents, Deputy Pete
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clalist Gary Tate and principal Sandra Frost, center, met with future Cimino Elementary School par-
Maurer, laft, and county safety specialist Ann Anderson, right, last month.

cannot be accomplished in fronting 19 privately owned to provide crossing guards in  about the school, call princi-
the near future due to land lots would have to be pur- at least two positions on Cul- pal Sandra Frost, 740-4450.

acquisition issues. In order chased by or donated to the breath Rd.

for sidewalks to be construct- ~county.
ad, school officials said, land

Coordination is in progress

For meeting and PTA infor-
mation, call Debby Duncan,
For general information 230-1047.
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Photo courtesy Jim Kreinbrink

Four passengers in this Toyota were taken to Tampa General Hospital following a collision with a tanker truck June 8 at
the corner of Lithia Pinecrest and Boyette roads. Another car vs. tanker accident occurred June 13 at the corner of thhla

and Coconut Grove.

Trucks

From page 1

dents are affected by
the status of the road.
Grable said a number
of homes within the
community back up
to Lithia Pinecrest,
and a good deal of
Bloomingdale resi-
dents use the com-
munity’s Erindale
Drive entrance, on
the west side of
Lithia Pinecrest.

“The BHA board

continues to object to
any routing of trucks
through residential
areas, especially on
unimproved roads
like Lithia-Pinecrest,
Boyette and Bell
Shoals,” Grable said.

“We also need to
consider the fact that
many of the trucks
traveling on Lithia
Pinecrest wind up on
Bloomingdale Ave.”

Erin Arbor resi-
dent Jim Holland
encouraged his
Bloomingdale neigh-
bors to attend the
meeting.

“Our homeowners
association is provid-
ing free bus trans-
portation to the meet-
ing, so we hope any-
one who's available
during the day,
especially home-

makers and retirees,
will join us.”

In addition to
Lithia Pinecrest Rd.,
Holland is concerned
about trucks on
Bloomingdale Ave.

“The traffic count
on  Bloomingdale
Ave. is already over
capacity. As time

See Trucks, Page 8

Date
(Check one)
1 Sent by mail to:

Tampa, FL 33602

.Petition Form

Hillsborough County Board of Commissioners
2nd Floor, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd.

[ Sent by fax to Comm. Easterling - 272-7048; Norman - 272-7047; Scott - 272-7048;
Storms - 272-7049; Hart - 272-7052; Platt - 272-7053; Frank - 272-7054.

0 Sent by e-mail form at:

www.hillsboroughcounty.org/mail/email.html

To: Hillsborough County Board of Commissioners

Re: Lithia Pinecrest Rd. Truck Traffic Load Limits

T kT o

Subject: July 24, 2002 BOCC Hearing

As a Hillsborough County taxpayer, registered voter and resident of the greater Bloom-
ingdale area, I, residing at
, for reasons of public
health, safety and convenience, am opposed to the use of unimproved roads and/or those in
close proximity to high-density traffic and/or residential areas by tanker trucks hauling
hazardous materials. I respectfully request that the Hillsborough County Commission, at
its July 24, 2002’s meeting, take action to prohibit said trucks from Lithia Pinecrest Rd. by
any available means, including imposing load limits.

Signed,

Phone:

~{LITHIA PINECRESTRD, | _
s | FAQ'S

. When were load lim-
ﬂ’ placed on the road?

~ In 1875, the Florida Sec-
ret-ua'y o{ Ttanspurtatmn
placed a weight limit of
15,000 pnnnds per axle and
50 000 gross weight on the
-_m'ad from SR 60 in Bran-
don to the Polk County line.

When was Lithia
Pinecrest put on the
_ county’s truck route?

place the road on the truck
route at a public hearing in
1994, with no restrictions
beyonﬂ the ghatandnrdhm
80,000 gross weight limit,
‘County officials say the old
weight limit signs were left
standing as an oversight
until July 2001.

Why were the load
limit signs taken down
last vear?

At an April 3 public
‘hearing, Bob Gordon, coun-
ty director of engineering,
said the signs were
removed when truckers
complained about being
ticketed for the posted load
limits. Gordon said he
revmwed the status of the
road, determined that
‘there was no legal (engi-
neering) reason to leave the
signs in place. and had

y Huwhsstratﬁebeen
affected since the load
limit signs were taken
down?

Residents say there has
been a significant increase
in big tanker traffic on
Lithia Pinecrest Rd. and
Bloomingdale Ave. Recent
traffic counts and accident
statistics were not immedi-
ately available from the
sheriff department’s coun-
ty traffic coordinator. Coun-
ty officials will present new
traffic studies to commis-
sioners at a July 24 meet-
ing, 2 p.m. at county center.

See FAQ's, Page 8
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A Gazette Report

Locally owned real estate
company, Michael Davis
Realty, recently celebrated its
third year in business.

Owner Michael Davis
began his real estate career
in Brandon 21 years ago.

Davis, a Bloomingdale res-
ident, said he built his busi-
ness on the philosophy of
treating his clients the way
he would want to be serviced

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

“I believe taking
care of clients’
needs is the single
most important
concern in the real

estate business.”

MICHAEL DAVIS
Michael Davis Realty

if he were buying or selling a
home.

“T believe taking care .of *
clients’ needs is the single
most important concern in
the real estate business. =«

Honesty, ethics, and
integrity are the foundation
of our company,” Davis said.

Michael Davis Realty has
doubled its growth  in
licensed realtors since open-
ing at 130 E. Bloomingdale
Ave. in May 1999.

For information call 662-
2600.
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Phato courlesy Michasl Davis Really

Michael and Judy Davis

Trucks

From page 6

goes o, it’s only going to get worse. When a big tractor-trailer
carrying hazardous waste collides with an automobile, it’s a
serious mismateh. The persons in the automobile are going to
bear the brunt, either by death or serious injury.”

River Hills resident and past homeowners association pres-
ident Claude “Frenchy” Fortin said what’s good for Lithia
Pinecrest Rd. is good for Bloomingdale Ave. ;

“Eliminate the transport of hazardous materials on Lithia
Pinecrest Rd. and you'll eliminate it from Bloomingdale Ave.,
too. If the tankers can't run on Lithia, they won’t run on

Bloomingdale. There would be nowhere for them to go, and
they'd have to go back to using the same alternate roads
they’ve used for the past 25 years - Hwy. 60, Hwy. 39 and
County Rd. 672,” Fortin said.

To sign up for free transportation to the July 24,2 p.m. hear-
ing, call the BHA office at 681-2051 with your name, address
and phone number.

In addition to attending the meeting, residents may submit
the petition form on page 6 to county commissioners by mail,
fax or e-mail. The form is also available online at www.Bloom-
ingdaleGazette.com.

FAQ’s

Frompage 6

The reports are expected to detail the volume, destination,
routes and load content of tanker trucks traveling on'Lithia
Pinecrest Rd,

Where do the trucks originate from and what is
their destination?

A majority of the large tanker trucks on Lithia Pinecrest and
Bloomingdale Ave. are traveling between the Port of Tampa
and phosphate mines near the Polk County Line, about 9 miles
south of Fish Hawk Blvd.

What are the tankers carrying?

Trucks traveling between the port and mines carry chemi-
cals used in the mining and production of phosphates; includ-
ing molten sulfur, anhydrous ammonia, sulphuric acid, ammo-
nium nitrate and sodium hydroxide solution. Most of the phos-
phate mined in Hillshorough County is used to produce crop
fertilizer and phosphate rock, a mineral used in products rang-
ing from animal feed to detergents and soft drinks, IMC-Agri-
co, Inc., near the Polk County line on SR 39, is advertised as
the world's largest producer of phosphate fertilizer and phos-
phate rock.

What are the implications of a chemical spill as a
result of a traffic aceident involving a tanker?

According to McLendon, J. J, Keller's Emergency Response
Guide, an industry standard, indicates inhalation and/or phys-
ical contact with some of the chemicals in question can be fatal,

Evacuation recommendations vary, with some requiring a 1-
mile radius evacuation.

Does the county have the authority to impose load
limit% or remove Lithia Pinecrest from the truck
route

At the April 3 commission meeting, the board asked asst.
county attorney Donna Wysong if local government has the
authority to impose weight limit restrictions on truck routes
for reasons other than structural inadequacies.

Wysong said to commissioners, “Under the statutes... it does
give you as the local governmental agency the power to regu-
late truck traffic or any other kind of traffic... to provide for the
public safety and convenience on the highways... by reason of
traffic density, intensive use... or other reasons of public safety
and convenience”

- Has there been an increase in accidents involving
tanka;s on Lithia Pinecrest since the load limits were

_ Detailed accident reports were not immediately available
from the sheriff’s department. Corp. Jim Lewis, traffic coordi-
nator for southern Hillsbororough, confirmed resident’s reports
of two tanker truck vs. car accidents in June, one at the corner
of Boyette Rd. on June 8 and one at the corner of Coconut Grove
on June 13, Lewis said he would compile and provide detailed
accident reports for the Gazette this week. Check www.Bloom-
ingdaleGazette.com for updates.
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Realtor Celebrates 3rd Anniversary | 4 . ~Group Lauds Middle, High

- School Girls’ Achievements

Bloomingdale’s Nicolle
Rodriguez and Burns’ Caitlin
Lewis, Jessica Traurig among -

honorees

A Gazette Report

The American Association
of University Women hon-
ored the academic achieve-
ments of 26 Brandon area
students during the group’s
ninth annual recognition tea
May 11 at Brandon Commu-
nity Center.

The organization’s Bran-
don branch recognized Bran-
don area middle and high
school students who earned
the highest grade point aver-
age in math or science.

Twelfth grade recipients
received a $200 U. S. savings
bond. Eighth grade girls were
presented with a $100 sav-
ings bond. Since the pro-
gram’s inception in 1994, the

association has awarded
$26,200 in U. S. savings
bonds to 175 Brandon area
girls.

Eighth grade students who
received the Excellence in
Math award are Kimberly
Brewer, Katherine Fotopou-
los, Melissa Miller, Laura
Molander, Jessica Plante and
Jessica Traurig. Jennie
Funk, Jennifer Kane, Caitlin
Lewis, Sara Marr and Keri
Ramos received the Excel-
lence in Science award.

Twelfth grade students
who received the Excellence
in Math award are Sandra
Latimer, My Le, Amanda
O’Connor, Guergana Petko-
va, Megan Reynolds, Nicolle
Rodriguez and Melissa
Schultz. Anne Cain, Erin
Cantwell, Taeyjuana Curry,
Angela Heintz, Samantha
Huntley, Nicolle Rodriguez,
Kristin Scheirer and Cortney
Taylor earned the Excellence
in Science award.

Photos courtesy AAUW

Twelfth grade recipients received a $200 U. S. savings bond

Polos courtesy AAUW
Eighth grade academic achievement award winners received a $100 U. S. sav-

“Community Council Update

QEEacanid

A Bloomingdale Area
Community Council Report

The Bloomingdale Area
Community Council is made
up of volunteers from area

subdivisions = who work
directly with local law
enforcement and county

departments to research
local issues and concerns.
The council meets monthly to
discuss current issues that
have been brought to the
attention of a council mem-
ber, community resource
deputy Pete Maurer and
community service officer
Sandy Capitano.

Council members -were
privileged to have a very
prominent leader from the
Hillsborough County Sher-
iff’s Office as their guest,
Chief Deputy David Gee, at
the June meeting. Chief
Deputy Gee has the very crit-
ical position of being second
in command ‘under Sheriff
Jal .Henderson. Having
someone in such an impor-
tant position take the time to
visit and work with our coun-

MACK AUSTIN/Photo

Deputy David Gee, left, pictured with
Bleomingdale Deputy Pete Maurer,
briefed community council members
on current activities in the sheriff's
office.

cil says a lot about the gen-
uine concern our law enforce-
ment leaders have for mak-
ing our community safe and
secure. |

Chief Deputy Gee began
the meeting by sharing his
very unique background. He
began his career in law
enforcement as a teenager in
the sheriff’s Explorer pro-
gram. At the time of his hir-
ing, he was the youngest
deputy ever hired. Gee grad-
uated from Brandon High

See Community, Page 11
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w FOR SUMMER

ings bond,

is out

If you are unhappy with
your child’s report card, the
: ] time to take action is now.
If your child has been struggling with schoolwork, the
summer is an excellent time to get ahead for the next
school year. Huntington Learning Center can help. Our
dedicated teachers can pinpoint your child’s strengths and
weaknesses and tailor a program of instruction to meet his
or her needs. Call Huntington today. Your child can learn.

&)Huntington

L E A R N I N G c E N T E R. www.huntingtonlearning.com

BRANDON CARROLLWOOD PAIM HARBOR
(813) 6811500 (813) 908-1000 (727) 937-8400
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$50 OFF
Diagnostic
Evaluation

Individual testing and lutoring in reading, study skills, writing, phonics, spelling, math and SAT prep.



Bloomingdale
Teacher
Is Volunteer

Of The Year

By DIANE CLARE
President, Bloomingdale
High PTSA
and Hillsborough County
Council of PTSA’s

A true volunteer gives
‘more than their time; they
give a part of themselves.

Each year, the Blooming-
dale PTSA honors a volun-
teer for their hard work,
time and that special piece of
themselves they give. Our
2002-03 Volunteer of the
Year is Mr. Edward Lucker,
a history teacher at Bloom-
ingdale High.

Mr. Lucker acts as teacher
liaison for the PTSA board,
but his most important job
for the organization has
been to sponsor the Bloom-

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE
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Bloomingdale High Volunteer of the Year Ed Lucker and PTSA president Diane Clare display the school's commemora-
tive volunteer plaque, to which Lucker's name was added this year,

ingdale Students Helping
Society student service club.

In addition to his teaching
duties, Mr. Lucker has taken
the club from 30 or so- mem-
bers the first year to 65 the
second, The club meets once
a month and has accom-
plished a number of commu-

Serving Individual
Investors Since 1871

And now

events, the econol
month'’s topic is Life Insurance.

Retirement Plans Life Insurance

Mutual funds 401K Review
Bonds/Stocks IRAs/CDs
Government Money market
Securities funds

serving coffee in

Valrico/Brandon

Join me for our monthly round table discussion at Dan's office on
Friday, July 19 at 9:00 am. We'll share ideas about current
, investing and a few cups of coffee. This

Dan Sammons, CLU
(Just Off Lithia-Pinecrest next
to “Car Wash on The Greens”)
3616 Erindale Drive
Serving Brandon,
Bloomingdale & Valrico
Bus: 813-681-1462

o((®?

e coffee’s on me!

Edward Jones

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

nity projects this year
including providing Christ-
mas gifts for migrant chil-
dren at Camp Christina.

Though he has help from
the PTSA, Mr. Lucker has
taken most of the prepara-
tion and club time on him-
self, as well as being ready to

assist in any project of the
PTSA and attend the neces-
sary meetings.

The students, parents and
faculty of Bloomingdale
High extend our sincere
thanks and congratulations
to Mr. Lucker, our 2002-03
Volunteer of the Year. 4

John Moore/Bloomingdale

Rezoning Hearing This Weel

By LAURA FRAZIER

The owner of 5.9 acres of
vacant land currently listed
for sale at the corner of
Bloomingdale Ave. and John
Moore Rd. will present a
land-usage rezoning request
to county officials this week.

County planner Dyan
Backe said the request is for
a planned development with
22,000 sq.ft. of general com-
mercial use buildings. Under
county zoning pguidelines,
general commercial usages
may include typical retail
and general business, finan-
cial institutions, neighbor-
hood convenience stores, car
wash facilities and super-
markets.

The property is presently
zoned ASC, which permits
both agricultural usage
and/or 1 conventional single
family home per acre.

A zoning hearing master is
scheduled to review the

request at a July 8 public
hearing. At press time, the
property owner had asked for
a July 9 continuance. If the
hearing master gives prelim-
inary approval to the
request, the matter will be
brought before the Board of
County Commissioners at a
later date for a final decision.

Residents opposed to the
rezoning request may submit
a letter of objection by fax to
(813) 272-5348.

Letters personalized with
the sender’s name and
address must include the
zoning request number (RZ-
02-0797), and must be
received at least two days
prior to the hearing to
become a party of record.
Residents may. also speak
before the zoning hearing
master at the meeting.

To confirm hearing d{ )
and times, or for more infor-
mation, call Backe at (813)
307-45017.
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Restaurant Review
[ IBy ELTON DUMONT Three Bruschettas, Tomato- out to be a thick, double Some ' desserts offered

Exclusive to The
Bloomingdale Gazette

Big City Tavern
Centro Ybor
247-3000

A visit to Ybor City’s Big
City Tavern is like a trip to a
fine restaurant in the French
Quarter of The Big Easy. If
you haven’t been to Ybor City
in a while, you haven’t expe-
rienced Centro Ybor either.
Getting to the Big City Tav-
ern means passing through
the new Centro Ybor district,
the two story area that
includes Muvico movie the-
atre, the Improv comedy the-
ater, a museum, various
apparel and accessory shops
like and restaurants and
cafes like Adobe Gila’s, Hop-
scotch Lounge and our new
favorite; the Big City Tavern.

A ride up on the Centro
Ybor escalator to Big City
Tavern was wonderful to see
all the sights on a recent Sat-

", Jay night. Upon entering

2 restaurant, you can’t help
but be struck by the large,
cavernous room of wood and
brick. The long (50 feet down
one side) bar, old fashioned
tin ceiling (at least 15 feet
high), floor to ceiling win-

~dows, huge floral arrange-

ments and balcony tables
overlooking 7th Ave., coupled
with the dark wood motif, is
definitely reminiscent of
Bourbon Street in New
Orleans. They offer lunch,
dinner and late night menus.
We selected from the a la
carte dinner menu.
Appetizers include Lob-
ster and Carrot Soup ($4.95),

Community

Basil, Olive and Asparagus,
Goat Cheese and Roasted
Peppers ($7.95), Cheese
Plate, Brie, Cambazola, Bal-
samic Strawberries, Crispy
Baguette, and Candied Wal-
nuts ($9.95), Lobster, Shrimp
and Shitake Pot Stickers,
Yuzu Dipping Sauce ($9.95),
as well as coconut shrimp,
grilled pizzeta, grilled chick-
en, littleneck clams in white
wine or crab cakes.

Salads include Tomato,
Mozzarella, Radicchio with
Parmesan Cookie, Balsamic
Vinaigrette ($8.95), Escarole
and Baby Market Greens
with Maytag Blue Cheese,
Red and Green Apples, Wal-
nut-Chive Oil Vinaigrette
($7.95). plus Shrimp with
Gorgonzola, Spinach Grilled
Chicken, Seared Tuna and
Frisee. We split the Salad of
Baby Market Greens, Toma-
toes, and Croutons, with won-
derful Dijon-Shallot Vinai-
grette for only $4.95. Enough
for two, it was excellent, and
they served it on two sepa-
rate plates since we indicat-
ed we would be splitting it.

We skipped the Pasta
Bowl entrees, which included
Angel Hair, Rigatoni with
Chicken, Spaghetti with
Shrimp, Tortellini filled with
salmon, crab and shrimp, and
Lasagna with Bolognese
Sauce, all from $12.95 -
$18.95.

The specials were attrac-
tive, but we ordered from the
menu. My wife selected the
Grilled Pork Chop with Mus-
tard Seed Spaetzel, Apple
Vegetable Ragout, White
Wine Sauce and market veg-
etables ($18.95). It turned

From page 9

School and later completed a
degree in mathematics from
the University of Tampa.
Talk about history. Gee
recalled his early memories
of Bloomingdale - “cars drag
racing on Bell Shoals, only
300 members in the sheriff’s
“ommee; just two deputies
‘astigned to Brandon and
only two radio channels to
work with.”

There are now over 3000
members in the sheriff’s
office.

Gee said overall the crime
rate in the Bloomingdale
community is low. Part of this
is attributed to the active role
played by members of the
community involved in pro-
grams like neighborhood

See Community, Page 16
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boned, extremely tender chop
that was cooked to perfection.
The vegetables included car-
rots, squash, eggplant and
onions with a large sprig of
Rosemary.

I chose the Pan Fried
North Carolina Trout with
brown butter, almonds,
pancetta, sage, French fries
and vegetables ($16.95). My
vegetables included mashed
sweet potatoes and German
style red cabbage. It was a
uniquely delicious meal. The
trout was flaky and spicy,
while the red cabbage was so
good I asked for a small addi-
tional plate of it on the side.
Other entrees include Skillet
Roasted Salmon, Veal Scalop-
pine, Veal Saltimboca, Roast-
ed Half Chicken, Prime NY
Strip or a Grilled Tuna to
name a few, all from $14.95 -
$28.

The dessert menu was so
impressive, and even proudly
listed the name of the dessert
chef on the front of the menu.

include Hot Apple Strudel,
Creme Brulee, NY Cheese-
cake, Warm Chocolate Souf-
fle Cake (baked to order) and
classic Tiramisu, all from
5.50 to $7. There is also a spe-
cial platter with a little of all
the desserts that will satisfy
up to four diners for only $16.

Big City Tavern has live
Jazz on Wednesday night
from 7:30 - 11:30 p.m. with no
cover charge. Thursday night
is Prime Rib night at $18.95.
Our total (tax, title and
license) was right at $57. Well
worth it for that special occa-
sion.

Rating based on 5 stars:
Food %k

Service ik
Ambience hx%7
Overall % %%

Until we eat again,

Elton Dumont
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TIRE AND AUTOMOTIVE

Friendly Dependable Service » We Work Hard to Earn Your Trust!!
Thanks for keeping this
great nation moving...

» Imported & Domestic ® Diagnostic
¢ Scheduled Maintenance ® Tires Rotation
¢ Brakes ® Wheel Alignment ¢ Air Conditioning

Carl, Fredo, Mike and Danny
are ready to serve you.

10312 Bloomingdale Ave., West
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626-4556
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Home Depot

Thanks To Mrs. Fix-It,

For the last several months Kellie
Fisher, a Bloomingdale resident
and Mrs. Fix-It, coordinated a se-
ries of home improvement semi-
nars sponsored by The Home De-
pot of Valrico and the Blooming-
dale Homeowners Association. At-
tendees gained a wealth of home
repair and improvement informa-
tion, and many walked away with
door prizes. Special thanks to Kel-
lie and to The Home Depot profes-
» sionals like Barry Brinson, pictured,
for sharing their time and talents.

H
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Public Access Brings Public Debate

A Gazette Report

The following comments
were posted on our “Public
Access TV Debate” poll on
www.BloomingdaleGazette.c
om. As of June 26, out of 68

poll entries tallied, 43 said
they watch public access TV,
while 25 said they do not; 49
support public funding of the
station, while 18 do not, and
39 said explicit content is
acceptable, while 28 said it is

Dave Haney
INSURANCE

689-7169
Fax 689-6700

To See If You Qualify Calll

Got Good Credit
Save Up to 30%

with an additional discount on your
auto insurance :

254151

not. All south Brandon resi-
dents are invited to partici-
pate in the poll. Comments
are posted anonymously.

“Why single out public
access when so many other
television shows do the
same? If this offends, then
change the channel, but don’t
cut the only public access
vehicle available.”

“There are enough sexual-
ly explicit movies and TV
show for our children to
watch right now. This Public
Access station is a disgrace
and nothing of any social
value is on when most people
are home to watch it. I don’t
work 50-60 hours a week to
have my tax dollars spent on
the trash that I have seen on
that station.”

“I'm surprised in this day

and age we're still having
this discussion. If you don’t
like what’s on, don’t watch.”

“I commend Ronda Storms
for taking on this issue and I
hope she wins.”

“Unless there is some way
to restrict the programming
to include broadcasts only by
religious, community and
non-profit organizations that
adhere to public decency
standards, I do not want to
pay for public access TV
broadcasts, most of which are
insulting garbage.”

“I resent Storms using this
forum to enhance her, politi-
cal position.”

“I do not believe gove
ment should tax individube:
in order to give others (pri-
vate citizens) a public forum.”
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_Commissioner’s Corner

Board To Review Lithia Pinecrest Rd. Stats J

Public invited to comment

By COUNTY COMMISSIONER
RONDA STORMS

My office has been receiving many com-
plaints from residents regarding the
removal of weight restriction signs from
Lithia Pinecrest Road.

Lithia Pinecrest Rd. has always been
open to truck traffic and in 1994, a previ-
ous Board of County Commissioners desig-
nated it as a “truck route” and included it
in the county’s overall system of roads to
be used to transport goods.

In the summer of 2001, the county made
an engineering assessment of the 50,000-
pound weight limit restriction on Lithia
Pinecrest Road. It was determined that no
current engineering or legal justification
existed for posting weight limitations on
the road.

{ The road was deemed safe to carry
trucks weighing up to 80,000 pounds from

an engineering standpoint, and therefore
the weight limit signs were removed.

After many complaints from residents,
the current Board of County Commission-
ers voted in April of this year to have coun-
ty staff study whether the weight restric-
tion signs should be re-installed. This
report, along with information from the
county attorney’s office, will be given at the
July 24, 2002 board meeting.

The Public Works Department’s traffic
section recently completed speed zone
studies in accordance with the Federal
Highway Administration’s manual on uni-
form traffic control devices.

The results of these studies determined

that the speed limit on a section of Lithia |

Pinecrest Road should be reduced from 55
mph to 45 mph. This new speed zone limit
of from Boyette Road to Keysville Road has
already been implemented.

I encourage you to come and express
your views at the July 24 board meeting.

uly 24

Commissioner Ronda Storms

s - . °
Burns Middle Summer Reading List

During the first two weeks of the new school year, any Burns

Middle School student who passes an Accelerated Reader test

on one of the following books will receive an incentive award.
Title Author
“Among the Hidden” Haddix
“A Long Way from Chicago” Peck
“Blue Willow” Gates
“Bud, Not Buddy” Curtis
“Cheaper by the Dozen” E. Gilbreath
“Gammagi Cup” Kendall
“Gone-Away Lake” Enright
“Hatchet” Paulsen
“Holes” Sachaar
“Hope Was There” Bauer S
“Incident at Hawks Hill” Eckert
“Jackaroo” Voigt
“Joey Pigza Loses Control” Gantos
“Lily’s Crossing” Giff
“My Dog Skip” Morris Ll 7
“Nothing but the Truth” Avi RS ol 1
“Rascal” North T I Py
“Roller Skates” Sawyer AN =
“Root Cellar” Lunn .~ Comeraal
“6th Grade Can Really Kilt You” DeClements
“Sounder” Armstrong
“Sun & Spoon” Henkes
“The Killer's Cousin” Werlin

v “The View from Saturday” Konisburg

“The Watcher” Howe
“Wheel on the School” Dejong
“Wizard of Oz” Baum

Tom Hayden

Estimates

654-1313
Fax 653-2491

Bonded-Licensed-Insured #PA 4506
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'~ School
Completes

The parade began on Cold Creek Dr. and made its way through the neighborhood.

Windsor Woods’
Patriotic Parade

A Gazette Report

Families in the Windsor Woods section of
Bloomingdale East held a Memorial Day Parade
in May. Dozens of children and parents decorat-
ed bikes, scooters, wagons and themselves in red,
white and blue regalia and paraded throughout
the subdivision. After the parade, the families

fired up their grills and had a neighborhood bar-
beque.

%ok ke k k ok k kK ok ok ok ok

Ryan Kehrmeyer and Jordan Pearson rode the parade route in style.

Inaugural
Year

By D’ANN WHITE

With Principal Mary Liddy
personally ringing the bell to
signal the end of school, St.
Stephen Catholic School in
Riverview completed its
inaugural year May 23.

The $4 million, 57,000-
square-foot school opened
Aug. 8 on a 38-acre site
donated to the school with
grades kindergarten through
fifth as well as two early
childhood classes.

Working with the Rew.
Patrick Irwin, pastor of St.
Stephen Catholic Church on
Bell Shoals Rd., Liddy came
on board seven months earli-

~«er to hire staff, outfit the
< Achool and coordinate nearly
" “every other detail of the

school’s completion.

It was a formidable task,
recalled Irwin, as he waved
goodbye to the students on
the last day of the school year.

“A lot of work went into
this school, and still goes into
it,” he said. “It’s an ongoing
process. Each year, the school
will get a little better.”

The school plans to add one
grade each year up to eighth
‘grade..

The school now has seven
full-time teachers and six
part-time teachers, including
musi¢, art and foreign lan-

" guage teachers, as well as

four part-time teacher assis-
tants. In addition, Liddy
brought on board custodial
staff and a media specialist,
administrative  assistant,
physical education teacher,
guidance counselor and
nurse.

In the fall, she’ll open her
school with an assistant prin-
cipal. S
| The school’s library now

"4 has 2,353 books and 30 com-

puters, and all classes, as well
as the teacher planning

D'ANN WHITE/Photo

School custodian Chris Stockelman, left, associate pastor Rev. Paul Pecchie and Principal Marilyn Liddy ring large brass

bells to signal the end of the school year.

areas, have Internet-accessi-
ble computers.

The school formed a cho-
rus, the Mustang Chorale,
which performed at two
school wide productions. And
the fourth- and fifth-grade
students, under the direction
of first-grade teacher Kate
Cusumano and parents
Kathleen Kennedy Hanson
and Joann Mannix, started
their own newspaper, the
Mustang Monthly.

Cusumano also coached
the school’s two Odyssey of
the Mind teams, something
she had done for five years at
Lithia Springs Elementary.
The primary team, with stu-
dents from kindergarten
through second grade, went
to state competition.

“It’s been a very busy year
for us,” Liddy said.

She said it would have
been a lot busier were it not
for her parent and parish vol-
unteers who manned the car
line, served lunch and served
on the Parent-Teacher-Com-
munity Organization and the
School Advisory Board.

Roxanne Salabarria served
as vice president of the PTCO
this year and is president-
elect for the 2002-03 year.

“IL think the year went won-
derfully,” she said. “Better
than I thought.”

Through a series of fund-
raisers —including collecting
Campbell’s Soup Iabels and
Boxtops for Education and

selling candy bars, candles
and baked goods — the
organization raised more
than $17,000. The money
paid for classroom grants, let-
tering for the front of the
school, snacks and medals for
children’s field days, teacher
and principal appreciation

gifts and Odyssey of the Mind
expenses.

“It was neat to be involved
with the school’s first PTCO
and help set the path for the
future.” Salabarria said.

The school will reopen in
August with 230 students.

* Brandon 717 W. Lumsden, 654-9541

« Brandon 11393 Causeway Bivd, 643-6944
o Lithia 16739 FshHawk Bivd, 654-7991
 Providence 1983 Lumsden Rd, 654-4423
® Seffner 1515 S. Parson Ave., 684-5897

SHIRTS LAUNDERED
Valld on Incoming Orders Only - With $5.00
Minimum Dry Cleaning Order, No exceptions,
Limit 10. Blouses, Polo & Boxed Shirts extra
COUPON EXPIRES 8/1/02

ANY DRYCLEANING
ORDER OVER $15
Valid on Incoming Orders Only - No exceptions.

Valid only w/ coupon, not valld w/ other coupons
COUPON EXPIRES 8/1/02

Majik Touch Cleaners

“EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE”

* Apollo Beach 220 Apolio Beach Bivd, 645-1499
* Bloomingdale 3513 Bell Shoals Rd, 654-9292 « Bloomingdale 4344 Bell Shoals, 689-9176
* Bloomingdale 815 E. Bloomingdale, 681-8700  Bloomingdale 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest, 654-8113

* Brandon 913 W. Brandon Bivd, 684-4499

¢ N. Brandon 213 Kingsway Ave, 653-4535

© Plant City 2621 Thonotosassa Rd, 752-6631
* Riverview 11697 Boyette Rd, 672-1832

* Valrico 1985 E. Brandon Bivd, 654-2324

OFF

ANY DRYCLEANING
ORDER OVER $25
Valld on incoming Orders Only - No exceptions.
Valid only w/ coupan, not valid w/ other coupons
COUPON EXPIRES B8/1/02

COMFORTERS,

BLANKETS, ALTERATIONS
Valkd on Incoming Orders Only - No exceptions.
Valid only w/ coupan, nat valid w/ other coupons !
COUPON EXPIRES 8/1/02 |
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Bloomingdale residents know you take your chances when you try to turn left off Erindale onto Lithia-Pinecrest Rd.

Erindale, Fish Hawk Intersections Need Improvements

County narrows priority list
down to 150 crossroads

By MACK AUSTIN

We've all heard the term
“dangerous intersection,” It
usually comes from hearing
about an accident or person-
ally having a close call. Just
what makes an intersection
dangerous? Bad drivers are
at the top of the list - those
that speed, run red lights and
don’t yield the right of way,

Hillsborough . County’s
public works dept. is con-
stantly faced with working to
improve intersections
throughout the county. Lim-
ited funds are usually the

Community

main roadblock, coupled with
unbelievable growth and
development. The public
works dept. faces a never-
ending task.

They took a major step last
year towards improving the
system by formalizing proce-
dures for prioritizing inter-
section improvements. They
began working with a con-
sulting firm to take this
major step and to develop a
master list of prioritized
intersections.

Initially, intersections
were screened based on num-
ber of accidents occurring at
each junction. With input
from county staff and public
meetings, a list of 300 inter-

sections was developed. In
fact, before the recent widen-
ing was completed, the inter-
section of Bell Shoals Rd. and
Bloomingdale Ave. was on the
list. It was number 2 on the
list for a while.

Those intersections identi-
fied as having the highest
rate of accidents were then
selected for the initial list of
150 to be considered for
improvements. Adding in
more criteria such as daily
traffic, turning movements
and other - required data
dropped the list to around
100.

Public works is now work-
ing jointly with the Florida
Dept. of Transportation to

MACK AUSTIN/Photo

further fine-tune the list. Two
public meetings were held *
June to get input from r.
dents. A final list will be pre-
sented to county commission-
ers in July or August. The list
will be updated annually.

Two of our local intersec-
tions made the list - Erindale
Ave. at Lithia-Pinecrest Road
and Fish Hawk Blvd. at
Lithia-Pinecrest Road.

Better driving can help
improve the safety at our
intersections as much or
more than any other special
measures.

Think about this the next
time you come to one of our
major intersections.

From page 11

crime watch, mobile watch
and the community resource
deputy program.

Gee briefed council mem-
bets on programs and con-
cerns the sheriff’s office is
currently working on.

The first is the sheriff’s
crime information strategy
system, in which local com-
manders are required to stay
up. to date on all criminal

activities they are responsi-
ble for.

The goal is, “to make the
sheriff’s office a better
agency, make better use of
our resources and to improve
communication and coordi-
nation,” Gee said.

Next he covered the many
changes that have occurred
since 9/11 within the sheriff’s
office including the reassign-

ments of officers to port secu-
rity, the losses to active duty,
and the upcoming losses of
members in the Florida
retirement system.

Gee said, “Even with all of
the changes and more to
come, our goal remains to
provide our citizens with the
most efficient, best organized
and dedicated law enforce-
ment we can.”

The Bloomingdale Area
Community Council greatly
appreciates Chief Deputy
Gee taking the time from his
extremely busy schedule to
work with them.

The council is ready and
willing to assist in any way

work together with the shy_ /

iff’s office in making our com-
munity a safe and secure
place to live.
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Send letters to Editor, The
Bloomingdale Gazette, 3509
Bell Shoals Rd., Valrico, FL
33594, or e-mail to Let-
ters@BloomingdaleGazette.c
om, All letters are subject to
editing,

Road Rules

Dear Editor,

To the resident who wrote
to the Gazette (June 2002)
who sees the need for a Fair-
way Manors neighborhood
association, you are not
alone! What can we do about
football, baseball and hockey
games being played in the
streets in front of our homes?
The games usually end up on
people’s lawns, damaging
flowers, plants and shrubs,
not to mention the fact that
they are blocking the streets.
It’s just a matter of time
before someone’s vehicle,
window or home is damaged.
We have two parks in the

. a for these activities; the
suteets are no place for these.
And now, not only do we have
drivers driving through here
at high rates of speed, we
have become a raceway for
go-carts. Not only do the carts
pose a safety threat - they are
illegal. When did these things
start being allowed, and what
can be done to stop them? Do
we still have a Mobile Watch?

Name Withheld

Fairway Manors

Mobile Watch volunteers
patrol many areas of Bloom-
ingdale. nightly to observe
and report illegal or suspi-
cious activity to the sheriff’s
dept. Volunteers are currently
needed. in several sections of

Bloomingdale East and West.
For. information, call coordi-
nator Tony Diolosa, 681-1146.

To report illegal use of
motorized vehicles, trespass-
ing or nuisances, call the
Bloomingdale

8040. After hours, call the
sheriff’s non-emergency num-
ber, 247-8555.

Please feel free to attend o
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association meeting, on the
first Monday of each month, 7
Dp-m. at 3509 Bell Shoals Rd.
BHA volunteers can help you
and your neighbors address
specific issues or get started in
forming your own association
if desired. The next meeting is
Monday, July 1. Information:
681-2051.

Democratic
Campaign

Dear Citizens,

Once again we are in an
election year where we will
decide who we will trust to
lead this community in the
21st century. Who better than
a decorated, proud and dis-
tinguished m military veter-
an who has served his coun-
try faithfully for over 16
years?

I am asking for your sup-
port in my bid to become the
first Democrat in nearly
twenty years to win the elec-
tion for Hillsborough County
Commissioner for District 4.

I am ready to change the
way Hillsborough County
decides its criteria for new
housing developments. I
want to ensure our schools,
roads, police and fire depart-

Look for your
neighborhood news

49

3 The Bloomingdale

‘Gazette

substation
‘weekdays 9 a.m. - 5 p.m, 635-

ments can handle the
increased demand before we
approve any new develop-
ments. I have innovative
ideas on how to better market
the public transportation sys-
tem to increase riders and
make it more accessible. With
two children of my own in the
public school system, I am a
strong supporter of less
crowded schools and a county
commission that is mandated
to consult with the school
board on issues affecting the
population of our schools. In
addition, I believe we should
protect our environment and
water supplies for our future
generations.

Please contact me at 643-
9669 with your generous sup-
port, and thank you again.

Tony Pawlisz

Candidate for County
Commission District IV

Ed. Note: Pawlisz’ oppo-
nents for the Distriet IV seat
are incumbent Comm. Ronda

Tony Pawlisz

Storms (R), Willens Lev-
asseur (R), and Arlene Wal-
dron (R). District IV includes
Brandon, Valrico, Riverview,
Plant City and Sun City. The
primary election takes place
Sept. 10, the general election
will be held Tuesday, Nov. 5.
For more information, visit
www.votehillsborough.org or
call 272-5850.

Repair Your Skin’s Health and Beauty
Our therapeutic treatments safely and gently restore
damaged skin using the best paramedical techniques
available. None of our treatments require any type of

sedation or significant recuperation.

wihdimon

Alon Clinical Skin Care and Acne Clinic

Cristene Haynes, CME
Clinic Director

F. Ojada, MD
Medical Consultant

Microdermabrasion
A non-invasive, non-chemical

process that uses a highly controlled
spray of inert crystals to remove the
outer layers of exposed skin, stimu-
lating cellular re-growth and reveal-
ing the younger, tighter and more -

radiant skin underneath.

Treats skin conditions and
imperfections such as age spots,
sun damage, acne scars, fine line,

Regularly $100 now $50

651-4111

wrinkles and more.

323 E Robertson St.
Brandon, FL 33511

Limited Time Offer
Credit cards accepted
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Repairs or construction of large areas of sidewalks like this one on Bell Shoals Rd. requires the hiring of a contractor. The Public Works South Service Unit can

make minor repairs.

Cano

Park, Bell Shoals

Sidewalks Planned

By Mack Austin

They are everywhere,
miles and miles of them -
sidewalks. Most of us don’t
use them as much as we
should to go for nice long
walks. But they are a very
critical part of our communi-
ty. They are the safest routes
for school kids to take to
school, for exercise enthusi-
asts to take their long walks
or for anyone wanting to stay
away from the traffic.

Sidewalks are very expen-
sive. The county or the school
board can’t just hire a con-
tractor or tell public works to
install sidewalks. It takes
detailed planning involving
the purchase of right of ways,
coordinating with utility
companies, funding for the
contract and covering all the
engineering requirements.

Coordinating all phases of
sidewalk installation is so
critical and involved that the
county now has a sidewalk
program coordinator respon-
sible for organizing, coordi-
nating and prioritizing the
installation and repair of
sidewalks throughout the
entire county. )

Some minor repairs are

done by public work’s South
Service Unit, but large proj-
ects like the one started last
month on Bell Shoals Rd.
requires the hiring of a con-
tractor.

- A good plan for a new resi-
dential development or
school would normally
include the installation of
sidewalks as part of the other
construction. But many times
this doesn’t happen. One
example is the critical need
for sidewalks near the new
Cimino Elementary School
on Culbreath Ave.

Trying to get the “bare
spots” connected after pri-
mary construction has been
completed can be a long,
drawn-out process. Since
1996, Tim Golden, a con-
cerned parent and active
member of the Bloomingdale
Area Community Council,
has been patiently calling,
coordinating, and working to
have sidewalks either com-
pleted or installed through-
out Bloomingdale.

Finally, it looks like Tim’s

hard work has paid off. He®

recently received correspon-
dence from the county’s side-
walk coordinator showing
plans for some long-awaited

G o Iy

Parents and kids who need sidewalks connecting their routes to Cimino Ele-
mentary School have voiced their concerns to school and county officials.

sidewalks to be installed in
Bloomingdale. Installation of
sidewalks from Rosemead
Ln, to Garnet Dr. along
Canoga Park Dr. and Bell
Shoals Rd. is scheduled for
this summer. One of these
areas is the critical section of
missing sidewalk near the
Culbreath Recreation Center.
Kids have had to walk in the
street for a long time.

Special thanks to Tim for
his determination and hard

work from all the residents
and especially the parents
and kids who need these side-
walks. Also to all of the coun-
ty workers involved in mak-
ing the needs and plans
become a reality. We know
their job is never-ending and
do appreciate their efforts.
Hopefully, parents and stu-
dents concerned about t
need for sidewalks ne
Cimino Elementary School
will have the same success.
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Dver Constructiqn recently completed the renovation of the Garnet entrance.

wxcerpts from the May
2002 Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District property
manager’s report, submitted
by Al Devney, president of
DPMI, Inc., are as follows.
Information: 684-6617.

Brandon Irrigation made
repairs to the irrigation sys-
tems on Bell Grande, Garnet
and Hickory Ridge, Thunder
Irrigation modified zones on
the Erindale and The Links
systems. DPMI performed
the monthly irrigation sys-
tem inspection, and replaced
3 rotors, 34 spray heads and
15 risers, 3 broken zone lines
and 12 light bulbs.

Neighborhood Pest Con-
trol sprayed Lesko fertilizer
with orthene, dacomil and
talstar on the grass and
bushes.

Donahue, Inc. installed
1,600 coleus in 10 locations.
Boss of Gloss watered the
flowers.

Yardworks, Inc. planted
dwarf confederate jasmine

‘1 St. Augustine grass
ks on Springvale and five

“Sther areas where it had died
out.

Camarra’s Landscaping

installed some new bushes
on Lithia Pinecrest Rd.

Dyer Construction com-
pleted the renovation of the
Garnet entrance.

Planscape, Inc. replaced
dead oak trees on Greenhol-
low and Natures Way.

Gemini Painting complet-
ed pressure washing, sealing
and painting the walls on
Culbreath, Natures Way,
Glenhaven and Garnet. Boss
of Gloss pressure washed the
walls on Glenhaven.

In the land of eat, drink
and pitch out the window,
thank you to the resident
who swept up the cases of
broken beer bottles on
Natures Way one Sunday
morning. Your efforts are
greatly appreciated. DPMI
picked up 29 bags of litter, a
dust pan, 5 hub caps, a golf
ball, 100 English to Spanish
vocabulary cards, a drain
plug, a timing belt, a car tele-
phone adapter, six pairs of
socks, an air mattress, a 50-
ft. garden hose, a metallic
sign and 41 cents. The bever-
ages of choice were Mountain
Dew for soft drinks, Bud
Light for beer and Georgi
vodka for distilled spirits.
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Complete Kitchen

Kitchen

Remodeling Services! pemodeling

7’5&&50:’0& is Yours..,

alists
since 1982

*Custom Cabinet Refacing

*Elegant Custom Cabinetry

*Solid Surface Countertops by
Montelli & Corian

*Kitchen Design & Planning

*Kitchen Accessories

255360

Locally Owned & Operated

Complimentary
In-Home Estimates
(813) 681-1416
Call Today!
Materials & Installations

Completely Guaranteed
Licensed-Bonded-Insured




20 THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE - JuLy 2002
3 Ik
Board Considers
Name For New
Library

It won't be long before con-
struction starts on the new
South Brandon library just east
of Bloomingdale High School.
The library board is currently
reviewing a request made by
the Bloomingdale Area Com-
munity Council to have the li-
brary named “The MclLean
Family Library” after the family
who owned and farmed the fu-
ture library site for over a hun-
dred years. Library board in-
formation: 273-3660 or
board@thpl.org.

MACK AUSTIN/Photo

Candidate: School Budget Items Need
Careful Evaluation

By LAURA FRAZIER

As an engineering special-
ist for insurance company
SM Global, Cliff Roberts eval-
uates the structural integrity
of commercial and industrial
property. As a candidate for
the Hillsborough County Dis-
trict IV school board seat,
Roberts said closer evalua-
tion of items brought before
the school board for approval
could save taxpayers time,
money and headaches.

“Ninety-nine percent of
items sent to the board now
are rubber-stamped. No one
seems to be asking questions
about where the money goes.”

A lifelong Brandon resi-
dent, Roberts said his engi-
neering and evaluation expe-
rience would be an asset to
the board. If elected, Roberts
said he would implore the
board to put down their
stamps and make more
informed decisions on school
policy, construction and budg-
et decisions.

“There needs to be more
coordination between the
school board, local govern-

ment and the public,” Roberts
said.

“Before we start building a
school, before ground is bro-
ken, let's do a complete eval-
uation of the site. Let’s inter-
view surrounding neighbors,
talk to county officials, evalu-
ate the infrastructure.”

Roberts said better com-
munication in the early
stages of planning could head
off problems like one recently
experienced at Durant High.

“Durant wound up paying
over a million dollars to
redesign and relocate a per-
manent structure the school
board approved.”

When problems arose due
to the location of the struc-
ture, Roberts said the school
had to redesign and move the
entire agricultural dept. to
another side of the school.

“Things like the situation
at Durant, or the dilemma of
the lack of sidewalks near the
new Cimino Elementary
School in Bloomingdale, they
wouldn’t happen if we all get
on the same page before
ground is broken,” Roberts
said.

Roberts said if elected he
would visit every school in
the county and every new
school construction site.

“Then, as a board member,
I'm walkmg out there, becom-
ing familiarized with the real
property.”

Roberts said although the
school hoard’s policies and
procedures leave much to be
desired, major changes would
not be easy, but he’s up to the

task.

“The school board has to
approve everything from
changing the brand of drinks
sold in vending machines to

multi-million dollar contracts
for new instruction,” he said.

“I can’t guarantee that by
pushing for more evaluations
and careful decision making
that I’ll pick up more, but I
want to try.”

Roberts lives with his wife
and two sons, Bevis Elemen-
tary School students, in Fish
Hawk Ranch. He is an active
Bevis Elementary PTA mem-
ber and currently serves as
the school’s PTA county coun-
cil chair. He is a member of
the Fish Hawk Ranch home-

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Cliff Roberts

owners association, a little
Jeague coach and attends
‘Bloomingdale Oaks Church.

Plant City resident Joe
Newsome, who retires this
year after 24 years on the
school board, is vacating the
District IV seat. Roberts
opponents are former school
area director Larry Martin of
Plant City, school district
supervisor of professional
standards John Werner of
Brandon, and Buckhorn Ele-
mentary parent volunteer
Jennifer Faliero.

The school board prim
election will be held on )
10 and the general election
takes place on Tuesday, Nov.
5,2002.
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Bloommgdale Substatlon Notes

dy DEPUTY PETE MAURER
and CS0 SANDY CAPITANO

The Bloomingdale Com-
munity Substation is at the
corner of Bell Shoals Rd. and
Glenhaven Dr. in the Village
Center Plaza. Station hours
are 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. weekdays,
Phone: 635-8040.

Crime Prevention Team
. It’s sad to say that crimes
occur in a community as nice
as Bloomingdale, but it is a
fact. There are those who
break the law, steal from oth-
ers and have no regard for
the property. of others. Many
of them now call our local
jails home. We as law enforce-
ment officers aré working
every day to prevent crimes.

It is our chosen profession.
We need each and every
resident in our community to
join our crime prevention
team. When neighbors look
after each other, when home-
owners think about security
and take the proper precau-

wpringvale Condos Adding Units

By LAURA FRAZIER

The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association received
several phone calls and e-
mails last month when resi-
dents saw land around the
Springvale/Murray Dale Dr.
conservation area  being
cleared for construction.

According to county com-
missioner Ronda Storms’
office, the land clearing and
construction is part of a Pine
Grove condominium expan-
sion project. The condo own-
ers have plan approval and
permits for the construction
of 28 new units on 2.73 acres.

The work is unrelated to
11+ acres of wetlands, which
lie adjacent to the condo con-
struction.

Residents objected last
year when the owner of the
11+ acres filed a rezoning
request for the property. The
rwoperty is identified on

nty plats as pubhc and
“wunservation land.” The pres-
ent owner purchased the
property during tax default

tions, and when individuals
are careful with their posses-
sions and autos, the crime
rate goes down. This was
exemplified recently when a

Bloomingdale resident
stopped a major mail theft
from taking place.

Each of you, as residents,
homeowners and car owners
should make the following
crime prevention tips part of
your daily routines and
become a part of our crime
prevention team.

Protect Your Home

Close and lock all exterior
doors - whether you are home
or not.

Locate computers, stereos
and other “high dollar” items
out of direct sight through
windows.

When you buy high-ticket
items, don’t put the box out
by the curb - shred it or store
it for future use.

Don’t give out personal
information to telemarketers.

Invest in a good set of
deadbolt locks and have them
installed professionally.

Hide cash, jewelry and
guns in a location other than
the bedroom where thieves
will look first.

Protect Your Car

Do routine maintenance to
avoid breakdowns.

Always lock your car when
you are in it.

Lock your car when you
leave it and take your keys
with you

Keep your interior unclut-
tered.

Keep an emergency tool kit

and emergency road kit in
the trunk.

Do not leave packages, CD
cases, laptops, cell-phones,
purses or briefcases on the
seats.

Do not leave your radar
detector mounted on your
window. Take it down and
store it.

Protect Yourself .
Display confidence. Don’t
walk in a daze. Look around.

Don’t carry large amounts
of cash.

Carry your purse or brief-
case close to you.

Don’t put your wallet in
your back pocket.

Have your keys in your
hand when walking to your
car. Look around.

Look into your car before
getting in.

Don’t put receipts with
purchased items. Some may
have credit card numbers on
them.

Vacation Home Safety

Vacationing homeowners
can request a Home Security
Check at the Bloomingdale
Community Station. It does
not guarantee the safety of
your property, but does pro-
vide additional surveillance
while you are away on vaca-
tion.

proceedings in March of
2000, and later applied for
rezoning to allow the con-

struction of 4 homes per acre. | «

Representatives of the

owner attended a BHA meet- |

ing last year to discuss the
owner’s intent to build one
5,000 sq.ft. single-family
home on two acres of the
property. The representative

told the association board the | .

owner had no intention of
building more than one home

on the property, since only |
two acres of the land were |

“buildable.”

EPC officials confirmed a
major portion of the property
consists of environmentally
protected wetlands that can-
not be altered or destroyed.
EPC also concurred that less
than two total acres of land
are suitable for construction,
regardless of the county zon-
ing designation.

The rezoning request, PRS
00-1248, wag withdrawn at
the Feb. 28, 2001 Board of
County Commissioners
Meeting.
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Bloomingdale Yard of the Month

The Kingsley residence

4022 Fortuna Place, Oakcrest, Bloomingdale East

r——----u————----————-----nh—w----q

Bloomingdale Yard Of The Month

Nominate your friends
and neighbors (or your-
self!) for the Blooming-
dale Yard of the Month
award.

Winners will receive an
Ace Hardware of Bloom-
ingdale gift certificate
courtesy of the Blooming-

dale Homeowners Associ-
ation.

Submit entries by mail
to Yard, 3509 Bell Shoals
Rd:, Valrico, FL 33594, by
fax to (813) 651-1129 or
by E-mail to Letters@Bioom-
ingdaleGazette.com.

Nominee’s name, address,

phone # ...

Outstanding yard features ...

(e -

Royal Oaks Shopping Center
3240 Lithia Pinecrest Suite 101 e Valrico
(Comer of Lithia Pinecrest & Bloomingdale)
Open Monday through Saturday 10am - 6pm

(]
(]
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1
(]
1
1
1
1
1
1
]
4
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E Your name and phone # ...
]
1
1
]
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NEW
ITEMS
ARRIVING
WEEKLY!

Beaded Table Toppers  Fountains
Table Top Decor » Candlesticks
Unique Baby Towels & Gifts

3-643-939

Caswell-Massey » Trapp Candles « Accent Tables

Publix Gets Green Light

After 15 long months of public'hearings and heated dialogue
between developers, county officials and residents, a rezon-
ing request for property southeast of the Bloomingdale Ave.
- Lithia-Pinecrest Rd. intersection was approved last month.
The developer plans a 71,890 square-foot Publix grocery
store and shopping center, with 7850 square-foot of com-
mercial space. The center will cover a 13.4-acre triangular
section. Many residents and commissioners did not support

the request.
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View School Stats Online

A Gazette Report

The Florida Dept. of Edu-
cation publishes School Advi-
sory Council reports on the
Internet. °

The database allows view-
ers to search scores, statistics
and data for every public ele-
mentary, middle and high
school in the state.

Information published

includes FCAT results, grad-
uation rates, student and
administrator absences,
school safety environment
info (reported incidences of
drug, alcohol and tobacco use,
vandalism, fighting, weapons
possession, etc.), student
demographics and mor-
Visit http://www.firn.edu/de
and select “School Advisory
Council reports” from the
main menu.
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Parents Must Bridge The

High School Experience Gap

By SHARRON K. COSBY
Co-Founder, Wake-Up Call, Inc.
Coordinator, CommUNITY Works

Did you attend high school
in the 1970's? What did your
high school look like? What
did it take to get in trouble at
school back then? Was there
a noticeable difference
between what the “good” and
“bad” kids looked like? If the
answers to those simple ques-
tions bring unpleasant mem-
ories, stop and consider what
our teens face today on a
daily basis.

It’s safe to say that in the
70’s, the most common forms
of trouble in school were talk-
ing in the halls during class
changes, having your shirt-
tail out, having your hair too
long (for guys, not touching
their collar), chewing gum
and disrespect to a teacher,
Fast forward to the year

2002. What do our children
confront today?

The offenses occurring in
our middle and high schools
today are felonies - rape,
agsault, drug use and selling,
homicide, and bomb threats.
These are all a very real part
of our students’ day. So our
encouragement to “just go to
school and do your work” may
oftentimes be lame. Many
times, Dan and I scolded our
children by asking, “why can’t
you just go to school and do
your work and stay out of
trouble?” We were approach-
ing their school day from our
1970’s filter, but the two are
not alike in most instances.

As parents, we need to
really listen between the
lines to what our children are
saying about - their daily
school experiences. Our stu-
dents need parents who
understand that the school

environment has changed,
and that they have anxieties
and concerns that we never
had.

Even though the environ-
ment has changed, they still
need to go to school and
receive an education. Our
students are looking for guid-
ance to cope with the dramat-
ic changes in their landscape.
Unfortunately, many turn to
drugs and alcohol as coping
mechanisms because it's an
easy escape. Talking about
feelings isn’t always so easy.

What ¢an you do? Talk to
them about the differences in
your high school and theirs.
Acknowledge their feelings of
apprehension as they go to
school. Talking about the
fears may not make them go
away, but it can go a long way
to building an understanding
relationship between parents
and child. Knowing that

Photo courtesy Randy Horton, Artisan Photographs
Sharron and Dan Cosby

someone cares enough to lis-
ten to our fears and misgiv-
ings without judging is a very
strong bridge builder,

Dan Cosby, CAAP-1, a sub-
stance abuse counselor at
Overcomers Counseling Cen-
ter;, and his wife, Sharron,
CAP Intern, are founders of
Wake Up Call, Inc., and can
help you learn more about
teen and family substance
abuse problems.

Call 626-5394 for informa-
tion.
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