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Brandon artist David O’Keefe’s remark-
able caricature sculptures of celebtities,

rchuding Bucs coach Jon Gruden, are on
display at the Tampa Art Institute. See
story, pagell. -

BUSINESS

Plaza Bella, under con-
struction on Blooming-
dale Avenue, will fea-
ture 18,000 square feet
of upscale retail space.
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BLOOMINGDALE RESIDENT
SKIRTS EDGE OF STORMS

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

Last summer, while hurricanes
Chatley, Frances and Jeanne crossed
the shores of Gulf Coast Florida,
Bloomingdale resident Rob Poston
skirted the edge of each storm.in a
Gulf Stream G4.

Poston is a pilot for NOAA, the
National Oceanic and Atmosphetic
Administration, based at MacDill Air
Force Base in Tampa. As aircraft com-
mandet, Poston’s job is to fly his G4,
nicknamed “Gonzo,” on huirticane sut-
veillance missions around the outer
edge of hurricaries and tropical depres-
sions to measure atmosphetic coﬁdj-
tions that help predict their direction.

NOAA also sends out two P37%,
“Kermit” and “Miss Piggy,” which

Photo courtesy of Rob Poston
NOAA Aircraft Commander Rob Poston pilots the Gulf Stream G4 his crew nicknamed “Gonzo” in 2001 tropical storm Claudette.

focus on hurricane reconnaissance, fly-
ing into the eye wall to get afix on the
rotation of the center of the storm and
to measure maximum sustained winds.
+ “While we're flying, we’re collecting

Vdam,” said Poston, who has been with
NOAA for 20 years, now on his fifth
" hurricane season in Florida. Data is

“collected from the G4 by dropping a

GPS. dropwindsonde, which samples

See POSI'ON, Page 17
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Eight Neighborhoods Eligible
- For New Names, Signs

INTEREST, PARTICIPATION REQUIRED
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BLOOMINGDALE

8 Neighborhoods
Eligible For New
Names, Signs

INTEREST,
PARTICIPATION
REQUIRED

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor .

The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association is ready
to proceed with the naming -
and signage of another
unnamed neighborheod se¢-
tion. Will your section be
next?

Most of Bloomingdale’s 40
neighborhood sections were
dubbed by the original devel- .
opers with attractive names
ljke" Fox Run, Rivercrossing,
Somerset,  Bloomingdale
Estates and Fairway Manots.
The developers installed the
original signs, which are now
maintained and replaced as
needed by the Bloomingdale
Special Taxing District.

In 2004, BHA volunteers
identified 10 neighborhoods

bland distinction the board of ,
ditectors felt did not inspire 2
sense of pride or neighbor-
hood unity for residents.
Homeowners in the sec-

tion now known as Cypress -

Reserve initially showed the
most interest in the program,
qualifying their section as the
first in line for a new: name
and entrance signs last year.

Out of 128 residences, 100 - ‘

voted for the new name. Four
new signs were msta]led in
December, twe each : at Mur-
ray Dale Drive and Sptingvale
Boulevard, and at Kingsford
Place and Natures Way. ,
The latest neighbothood
section ta benefit from the

program is Sandy Creek .
Manors, formerly known only i

as Section I. Four entryway -
signs were installed i in May ot
Canoga | Park Drive at Garnet
Drive and Tyndale Drive: .
Residents of Bloormngda.le

See NAMES, Page 19

Estates; currently the only -
= - officially known only as pum~ -~ .« :
bered or lettered sections; a-
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Photo courtesy of Joe Vogt

Before the unveiling of the donor appreciation wall at the Bloommgdale Regional Public lerary last week, Jessica
and Nicole Vogt admire the artwork created by their mother, Tampa artist Lisa Vogt.

Library Patrons Are All Heart

APPRECIATION
- WALL UNVEILED

By LAURA FBAZ[ER
Edner L

A permanent d;splay to
honor benefactors- of the
Bloomingdale Regional Library
was officially dedicated:on june

FR2ey ST

fused” = glass -
. plaques met with the approval

More than 30 one-of-a-kind
heart- -shaped

of library patrons and volun-
teers. = '

* Friends of the Library presi-
dent Pat Boody said Tampa
artist Lisa Vogt, who designed
and creates the one-of-a-kirnd

fused-glass hearts, planned the *

vd.lsplay to accornmodate many

T nore “hearts

Library sup[;o‘rters can spon-
sor a heart for $100. A silver

. plate beneath each plaque will

bear the patron’s name ot that
of aloved one.

The funds will be used to
host lectures, poetry readings

See HEARTS, Page 19
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Brandon Roses

Farm Direct Roses At Affordable Prices

Roses $11%°
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654-8113
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< BRANDON e 913 W. Brandon Bivd
684-4499
» BRANDON e 11393 Causeway Bivd
643-6944
« N. BRANDON 1213 Kingsway Ave

653-4535 |-
e LITHIA = 16707 FishHawk Bivd
654-7991
< PLANT CITY = 2621 Thonotosassa Rd
752-6631
 PROVIDENCE » 1983 lLumsden Rd
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< RIVERVIEW e 11697 Boyette Rd
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643-4825
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BLOOMINGDALE

BHA REPORT

Volunteer Board Adopts
Committee-Based Approach

NEXT MEETING IS JULY 7

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

The nonprofit, all-volunteer
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association Inc. board of
directors meets at 7 p.m. on the
first Monday of each month*
at the Bloomingdale Commu-
nity Office, 3509 Bell Shoals
Road. All meetings are open to
the public. For more informa-
tion, call 681-2051,
www.bloomingdalegazette.co
m or e-mail bloomingdale-
-homeownetrs@verizon.net.

New Committees Formed

The homeowners associa-
tion board of ditectots, at its
June 6 meeting, agreed to
implement a new committee-
based organizational plan
developed by BHA President
Ted Grable. Independent sub-
committees are being organ-
ized for four key functions of
the homeowners association.

Neighborhood volunteers
are needed to help with many
committee activiies. Volun-
teers are welcome to help with
one event or on an ongoing
basis. High school students can
earn community service hour
credits for their assistance.

The four key functions of
the BHA and their associated
subcommittees are as follows:

* Association Services Com-
mittees

*The Bloomingdale Gazette

+The Bloomingdale Gazette
Online

visit

*Dues Membership
*Volunteer Registry

Neighborhood PRIDE
Program Committees

¢]July 4 Parade

*Neighbors In Need

¢ Neighborhood PRIDE
Groups

+Santa and Mrs. Claus Visit

*+ Neighborhood Improve-
ment Program Committees

*BHA Enforcement Group

~#Deed Restriction and Code

Enforcement
* Neighborhood Cleanup
Days )

Government Services
Committees

. #Parks and Recreation
+Public Safety
+Public Works
+ Schools - Liaison (OPEN
CHAIR) '

Yard of the Month

Homeowners and students
who would like more informa-
tion are invited to attend the
Thursday, July 7 BHA meeting.
Potential volunteers can also
call Laura, 643-2990 or e-mail
info@bloomingdalegazette.co
m for details.

Board Supports
Lithia-Pinecrest Widening

Bloomingdale resident
George May, chairman of the
board of the Greater Brandon
Chamber -of Commerce,
attended the June 6 BHA

See BHA, Page 18
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Brandon To Honor Military july 4

PARADE,
FIREWORKS PLANNED

Report Courtesy of
The Brandon News

Brandon will honor its
active-duty military personnel
this Fourth of July with a float
in the community’s annual
parade and a post-parade bar-
becue for military personnel
and their families.

Spearheaded by the Greater
Brandon Community Founda-
tion, the 16-ft. float will be dec-
orated with banners represent-
ing all branches of the service
by employees of Whidden
Florist. Marches for all branch-
es will be broadcast from the
float during the parade, which
will begin at 10 a.m. July 4.

Active-duty military person-
nel of all branches who will be
home for the holiday weekend
are invited to ride as honored
guests aboard the float and
then be feted at a barbecue at
Whidden Florist, 425 W
Robertson St., after the parade.

“As a community, we want
our militaty personnel to know
we’re proud of them,” said
foundation co-founder Arlene
Waldron whose son, Ronnie, a
member of the Army National
Guard, will head to Iraq the
evening of July 4.

“This is our way of thanking

them for their service to our
country.”’

The nonprofit foundation
raises funds for local charities
and events, and serves as 2
cleatinghouse for benefits tak-
ing place in the community.

The foundation’s funding is
generated through the Greater
Brandon Community Founda-
tion. Golf Tournament, con-
sisting of the Tournament of
Champions and the Celebrity
Pro-Am Classic in February.

“This Fourth of July tribute
to our military goes right along
with the foundation’s goal of
caring for and honoring those
who make up our community,”
Waldron said.

Military personnel who wish
to reserve a spot on the float
can call 972-9363.

During the parade, prefetred
seating for the families of mili-
tary personnel riding the float
will be available in front of
Whidden Florist. Then, after
the parade, service men and
women, along with their fami-
lies, are invited to enjoy a chick-
en barbecue lunch with baked
beans, potato salad, rolls,
drinks and chili dogs and hot
dogs for the kids. Sponsors will
have their names listed on ban-
ners on the float and at Whid-
den Flortist.

To continue the Fourth of

July tribute to Brandon’s mili-
tary personnel, the Greater
Brandon Chamber of Com-
merce will host the Brandon
Blast: Military Appreciation
and Community Celebration at
Westfield Shoppingtown Bran-
don from 4 to 9 p.m.

The event is free. All active-
duty, reserve and retired mili-
tary personnel and their fami-
lies will receive a free hot dog
or hamburger, beverages, ice
cream and children’s activities.
Military ID will be requited.
Food and refreshments are
available to non-military per-
sonnel for a fee.

Opening ceremonies at 4
p-m. will feature a flyover by a
refueling tanker from MacDill
Air Force Base.

Live entertainment will take
place throughout the event on
two stages starting at 4:30 p.m.
Among the petformers will be
bands Strange Brew, The Rose-
mary Reach, Fatal EQ and Out
Drive and demonstrations by
Mad Science of Tampa Bay

~and the Earl Harris School of

Karate.

The event will culminate
with a professional fireworks
display starting at 9 p.m.

The title sponsors are The
Tampa Tribune and The Bran-
don News.

ON OUR COMMUNITY WEBSITE

For Bloomingdale community meetings and events,
visit our Web site at www.bloomingdalegazette.com

The Bloomingdale Homeowners |

Your Inside Connections

Trustee: David Steck
Trustee: Joe Hatless

Association Inc. ‘

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
Phone: 681-2051 Fax: 684-2353

E-mail: Bloonsingdale. Homeowners@\ erizon.net
Web Site: www.bloomingdalegazette.com
BHA meetings are at the community office on the
first Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President: Ted Grable Vice President: Joe Hickle

Treasurer: Pam Liguori  Ditector: Tony Diolosa

Director: Lydia Harrod ~ Director: Steve Heckel

Director: Dale Kahn Director: Jane Lee

Director: Stanley Lee Director: Myron Magedanz
Director: Ken Pyse

Bloomingdale Special Taxing District
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
Phone: 684-6667
BSTD meetings are held at the community office
on the second Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President: Thom Snelling

Vice President: Russell Jones
Treasurer: David West
Correspondence Secretary: Paul Sims
Recording Secretary: Michael Buday

Property Manager: Al Devney

Bloomingdale Community
Security Program

The Bloomingdale Community Secutity Program
committee meets the third Thutsday of each
month at 7 p.m..

Coordinator/Equipment Manager:
Tony Diolosa, 681-1146
Treasurer: Paul Kelmer Jm
Patrol Member: Steven Wereless peoviden fie Rloamingdale Mobite Watch
Heckel
Patrol Member: Brad Scharp-
Patrol Member: Paul Warr

E Bloomingdale Oaks
Special Taxing District

P.O. Box 3132, Brandon, FL 33509-3132
Phone: 685-2817

BOSTD meetings are held at 3419 Cade Lane on
the second Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
President: Bill Grace

Treasurer: Fred Englehart

THE BLOOMINGDALE
GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, F1. 33594
(813) 681-2051
Fax: (813) 684-2358
E-Mail: info@bloomingdalegazette.com

Executive Director — Joe Liguori
Editor — Laura Frazier
Correspondent — Mack Austin
Correspondent — Leslie White
Restaurant Critic — Elton Dumont

Published by Sunbelt Newspapers
505 W. Robertson, Brandon, FL. 33511
Phone: (813) 657-4500

The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along
with The Tampa Tribune on the first Saturday of each month.

Publisher — Carla
Advertising Manager — Tami Donaldson

Phone: 627-1322; E-mail: tdonaldson@tampatrib.com
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CLAYTON PLAZA Hwy. 60 & Kings Ave. 689-4240

DUNCAN

OPEN: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. * Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

L\ AN\ NWIIIS .

@ pred Al Pro 2 Barbers eollpo %
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Thank You Brandon for voting All Pro Barbers
the Best Barbershop 10 yrs in a row!
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ALIARRO,

OPEN: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. * Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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Commission Vows To Fast Track Lithia-Pinecrest Widening

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

N S Y P R e S

- STATE FUNDS
MAY BE AVAILABLE

By D'ANN WHITE
Correspondent

It was good news for the hundreds of
frustrated drivers who wait in traffic on
Lithia-Pinectest Road every day.

Last week county commissioners
opted to see if the widening of Lithia-
Pinecrest from two to four lanes could
be pushed ahead on the county’s list of
road priorities.

The unanimous decision came after
lobbying by members of the Greater
Brandon Chamber of Commerce and
Brandon residents.

At the chamber’s behest, county staff
prepared a study to determine how
much it would cost to widen the road
from State Road 60 to State Road 39.
Currently, the widening is on the coun-
ty’s list of 106 unfunded transportation
projects, although the county’s trans-
portation agency, the Metropolitan
Planning Organization, has recom-
mended widening Lithia-Pinecrest from

S.R. 60 to Bloomingdale Avenue to four
lanes. )

Last week, Scott Cottrell of the coun-
ty’s Public Works Department present-
ed the results of that study to commis-
sioners, giving two options.“We tried to
look at development activity, the loca-
tion of schools, other sorts of neigh-
borhood-type impacts that would affect
growth in traffic,” said Cottrell.

With a 20-foot median in the center,
12-foot travel lanes, turn lanes and bicy-
cle lanes, the cost would be about $159
million. However, by eliminating the
grass between the sidewalk and the
road, the cost could be reduced to §147
million. Some of the funding, Cottrell
said, could come from transportation
impact fees and concurrency require-
ments from new development.

“There ate some large developments
nearby with concurrency obligations
that could provide some seed money
toward some of the improvements,” he
noted.

State Rep. Trey Traviesa, R-Brandon,

also was on hand at the meeting, pledg- -

ing to do what he can as a member of
the House Transportation and Eco-
nomic Development Approptiations
Committee.

“We have tried to shake a few trees on
this issue to understand what’s possi-
ble,” said Traviesa. “I live in fear of the
headline of one of our children or fam-
ilies in out community losing their life
because we have failed to get together
and make this a priotity and put the
money behind that priority.”

Designated a truck route, Lithia-
Pinecrest supports about 1,000 trucks a
day and had 269 traffic accidents in
2004. The road is averaging about 25 a
month this year, noted Cottrell. On the
county’s road rating system of A to F,
it’s a failed roadway all the way to State
Road 39, he noted.

“Trucks and truck traffic is certainly
an issue,” he told commissioners.

The county has already allocated $5.5
million to improve the intersection of
Lithia-Pinecrest, Bell Shoals Road and
Durant Road and that project is expect-
ed to begin in January. The county’s also

looking at installing a light at Miller
Road and Erindale Drive this year and
is doing a traffic analysis to see if a sig-
nal is warranted at Valrico Road.

County Commissioner Ronda
Storms made the motion to ask staff to
look into financing the road project with
the help of the state’s newly adopted
growth management legislation com-
bined with some federal dollars. The
study will cost $2.5 million.

“We need to do that as rapidly as pos-
sible,” she said.

County Commissioner Jim Norman
concurred.

“It’s a parking lot disguised as a road,”
he said. “It’s very difficult to contem-
plate that this toad is not scheduled or
even on any plans. It’s very clear this is
probably a 10-year project, maybe a 15-
year project but we have to start.”

Storms also asked Traviesa to remind
his fellow legislators that the county is
kicking in $5.7 million in funding to help
widen US. 301.

“You scratch my back and T'll scratch
yours,” she told him.

ON OUR COMMUNITY WEBSITE

Report deed restriction violations anonymously on our Web site at www.bloomingdalegazette.com '
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BHA Membership
Dues Drive Continues

$25 PER HOME

A Gazette Report
The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association’s 2005

Membership Dues Drive,
launched in May, is the non-
profit, all-volunteer organiza-
tion’s only means of financial
support.

A recent community survey
found that almost 90 percent
of respondents felt the BHA
was a valuable asset and made
a positive difference in Bloom-
ingdale.

Through the voluntary
membership and suppott of

. Bloomingdale residents, the
BHA provides leadership for
the community and works to
maintain and improve the qual-
ity of life that attracted many
of us to Bloomingdale.

The purpose of the BHA is
to organize and opetate a
homeowners association. The

_principal objectives include: _

*The promotion of. a spitit
of neighborly relations and
cooperation among propetty
owners and residents of the
community.

*The achievement of coop-
eration in obtaining improved
utilities, governmental Services
and other beneficial improve-
ments for the community.

*The maintenance of a high
standard of morality in the
community and vigorous
opposition to any encroach-
ment or conduct of whatever
kind and description which
may tend to lower the moral
standard of the community.

+The promotion of physical
improvements of the comtmu-
nity for the common good of
its property owners and resi-

dents and opposition to any act

whatever which may tend to

depreciate the property values
in the community.

This year, the BHA contin-
ues its wortk to improve
Bloomingdale.

The association produces
The Bloomingdale Gazette,
now in its 26th year of publica-
tion, maintains 2 community
web  site, www.blooming-
dalegazette.com and provides
free BHA News Alerts by -
mail to residents who sign up
to receive them on the web site.

Newly formed committees
will allow our volunteers to
better focus on specific BHA
projects such as public safety,
deed restriction and county
code enforcement, community
cleanup days, parks and recre-
ation improvements, road
improvements, helping neigh-
bors in need and a volunteer
outteach program to encout-
age more neighbors to get
involved in their community.

The BHA welcomes all resi-

“dents to one of its monthly

board meetings, held at the
Bloomingdale = Community
Office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road,
at 7 p.m. on the first Monday
each month * ‘

If you are not 2 member of
the BHA, please take a minute
to send in your check for $25 to
BHA, 3509 Bell Shoals Road,
Valrico, FL 33594. Please be
sure to include your name,
address and phone number.

For Bloomingdale news and
events — and for more infor-
mation about the BHA — visit
www.bloomingdalegazette.co
m. For membership dues infor-
mation, call 681-2051 or e-mail
bloomingdale.homeowners@v
erizon.net.

* Due to the July Fourth hol-
iday, this month’s meeting will
be July 7. ;
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Come by own store or see ws at Brandsn's

4TH OF JULY PARADE
% MCE argware

Ace Hardware of Bloomingdale (Bloomingdale Square at Bell Shodls & Bloomingdale) _ .

. Hardware
. 681-1223

L3551

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Can You Guess Why
I'm Smiling?

By Jackie Rowe

My teeth were so bad
that while I was talking to
people I would notice their
eyes occasionally drift to
my mouth. It was embar-
rassing. I would conscious-
ly try not to open my mouth
so wide when I spoke and
often found reasons to dis-
creetly cover my mouth
while speaking. I've actual-
ly caught myself trying not
to smile!

Did you know that there
are studies that prove smil-
ing is good for your mental
health and not smiling is
bad for your mental health?
I can tell you first-hand
that I not only lacked the
confidence to smile but con-
fidence in general. I felt I
wasn’t quite as good as other
people, that maybe I didn’t
deserve as miuch as others.
After all, look at all those
pretty people on television.
I didn’t look like them.

Then, all this makeover
stuff started showing up
on the TV and I believe the
most important change in
every case was the Smile
Makeover. Almost every
person on the show received
one and boy did it ever seem
to change the way they felt
about themselves. Most of
them cried when they saw
their new smile for the first
time. Suddenly they seemed
like they had the confidence
to see themselves different-
ly.. like they belonged back
in society.

Self confidence is obvi-

" ously one of the deciding fac-

tors between winning and
losing at nearly anything in
life. Even in a beauty con-
test, the person who exudes
confidence is likely to be the
winner. I didn’t want to win
any beauty contest. I just
wanted to feel better about
myself while around other
people and enjoy smiling
again. ,

So when I decided to look
into getting a Smile Make-
over I knew I didn’t want
just any dentist to do it. I've
always hated going to the
dentist and I really hated
the idea of spending week
after week going back and
forth to someone to correct
my smile.

After a fair bit of research

is well trained in the art of
cosmetic dentistry. He is a
graduate of the prestigious
Las Vegas Institute for Ad-
vanced Dental Studies. The
very institute I had read so
much about in my research.
He is Dr. Scott Arnold. He
is our local LVI doc.

His office is really nice
too. It is very comfortable

friendly. I think they knew
I was scared. They were all
so sweet and kind. The doc-
tor was especially nice and
he helped me to relax right
away. There was no pres-
sure to do anything I didn’t
want to. I knew I was in the
right place.

Everyone helped me un-
derstand what my options
were and explained in as
much detail as I wanted to
hear, exactly what the pro-
cedures would be. After my
initial evaluation I was able
to have a complete make-
over in just two visits! And
when I got up out of that
chair and looked in the mir-
ror, I now had a great smile
too. I also cried with joy.

I recommend the team at
Arnold Dentistry to all of
my shocked friends. They
can’t believe the difference
in my appearance and many
thought that I had a

and the staff is incredibly §

before

2
>

5

complete makeover. I have
to admit, I am taking bet-
ter care of myself since I
like my smile better. I guess
the truth is I've been going
out more and feeling much
better about myself overall.

If you don’t smile with
confidence, maybe you
should call my friends at
Arnold Dentistry. I know
they can help. They are a

great team.

Dr. Arnold takes great
pride in delivering per-
sonalized care to his clients,
utilizing the newest technol-
ogy to deliver the highest
quality.

For more information please

call (813) 689-1529

4320 Bell Shoals Road
Valrico, Florida

‘% RNOLD
S De
Cz;;nfoﬂable Family Dentistry
www.ExceptionalCosmeticDentistry.com
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NEIGHBORHOOD

NEWS

Bloommgdale Girl Donates Locks For Love

PROGRAM PROVIDES
WIGS FOR CHILDREN

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

Twelve-year-old Sarah
Verble spent the past three
years of her life in an endeavor
to provide a lifetime of confi-
dence and self-esteem to chil-
dren suffering from medical
hair loss.

Always complemented on
her long, thick hair, Sarah took
it to heart when her aunt sug-
gested she donate her hair to
the Locks of Love organiza-
tion. Sarah, then nine, decided

LESLIE WHITE/Photes

Twelve-year-old Sarah Verble had decided three years ago she wanted to grow her hair to donate to Locks of Love,
an organization that.provides wigs for children with medical hair loss. After a trip to the salon, Verble ended up

she wanted to help other chil- with a new hair do and 14 inches of hair for the charity.

dren, and began letting her hair thick, healthy blond hair that condition with an unknown create just one hairpiece. Due

grow out until it nearly reached - would enable other boys and cause and no cure; alopecia to the density of Verble’s hair,

her waist. girls with medically induced ateata. Locks of Love also pro- several children will be able to
“It felt great to know that I went into the place where they  baldness to have hair of their vides ‘haipieces for children benefit from her donation

was helping someone who can’t  were going to cut it - then I own. - suffering from any type of hair Though donors and recipi-

grow their own hair,” she said. - wasn’t so sure” she said: But a Locks of Love is a;nonproﬁt loss brought on by other med- ents do not usually meet,
After three years of growth, bad case of nerves didn’t stop  organization that produces and  ical conditions. Verble did provide her contact

Verble was ready for the big her. Verble’s hair was gathered provides hairpiecesfor children -~ To donate, hair must be information so that she may

night: Her mother Vicki, into a tight pony tail in three 18 years and younger, with healthy, not chemically one day be contacted by the
friends Whitftne_y and Bethany places, lending guidance to hopes of each prosthesis help- processed, and atleasttento 12  children she was able to help.
Wallace and Sarah’s brother, hairstylist Dana, who cut just ing to restofe self-esteem and incheslong from thetop of the ~ “I hope I hear back from

Jake, accompanied her to the
salon to lend moral support.
“I was pretty excited until I

below the first ponytail holder.
When it was over, Verble

held in her hand 14 inches of .

confidence hit hard by hair loss.
Most of the recipients have
lost their hair due to 2 medical

CALL
NOW FOR
SCHOOL

PHYSICALS

Al Aboard!

ponytail. Each piece is custom
made and vacuum ° fitted, '

requiring six to ten ponytails to

them sa.td an anxious Verble.

See LOVE, Page 18

* New low © Posial
UPS Direct services
Rates * Mailbox

 Packaging services
services * Color copy

Aie=s services

. fhlp_pmg » Fax services
services « Office

* Freight supplies
shipping « Notary
services services

= Shipping, * Printing
packaging, services
moving ¢ Shredding
supplies service

Commercial Document Shredding
809 E. Bloomingdale ¢ Near Bell Shoals

Tha UPS Store>™

Now Available!

689-4998 wres2

Rail-Road-Themed
Office and Exam Rooms
Separate Well-Visit and Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P.
Sick-Visit Entrances Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P
e Tomas de Brigard, M. D FAAP
Courtesy Prenatal visits choose your Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P
Pediatrician before your baby is bom S‘m ng B]onmmadale for over 6 yedis

MoNTHLY RATES - NO CONTRACTS
Services Include
* Lawn * Tree Trimming

NADAL PEDIATRICS || i 7o

< * Mulching * Sod Laying
CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS Fertilizing  * Weed Killing
888 South Parsons Ave. 376 East-Bloomingdale Ave. _
Brandon, Florida 33511  Brandon, Florida 33511 Call Jeff for Free Estimate

(813) 655-0292 (813) 681-7101 Lithia Office 737-6707 « Cell 503-2828

8am-8pm Mon-Thurs  8am-5pm Mon-Fri
8am-5pm Fri s :
P winadalpediatricscom .| [ Sayyousawitin The Bloomingdale Gazette
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Imagine getting all the services you want and need — Digitai Cable TV, High Speed Internet and Digital Phone — from one company with just
one money-saving bill! You can with the Digital Combo Plus from Bright House Networks.

Dlg'tal Cable Means ~
FUH 'Fun!

The true On Demand features of Digital Cable let you watch what you want,

when you want. It puts you in control!

= Favorites On Demand
FREE with Digital Cable

Plus get access to Movies On
Demand and Premiums On Demand.

# Digital Video Recorder (DVR)

Add the DVR to record and store
“can’t miss” shows...even pause live TV.

Call All You Want For Less ~
"akYakyak}

Get unlimited local and free
long distance calling in the
U.S. and Canada, plus:

m Free voice mail
® Free caller ID
® Free call forwarding ;

® Free call waiting

Kee'p your current phone number or we'll
supply you with a new one. U.S. calling area
includes Alaska and Hawaii, as well as
Guam, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands
and N. Mariana Islands.

bright house

[ Wdbaali) Jedn e hlial VUK wa' o e va s

S L ———

o e e e

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ot

-

Hi Speed Intemet- 9

Surf the web at blazing fast speeds now up to 5
Mbps with Road Runner High Speed Online or
EarthLink High Speed Internet.

® Super fast access

Enjoy speeds up to 100 times faster than dial-up and faster
than DSL.

= Always on

Get non-stop access that doesn’t tie up your phone lines.

The more services,
the more savings! ~

Digital Cable (rgutar price) $61.39
High Speed Internet (eguiar price) $44.95
Digital Phone (reguar piice) $49.95
TOTAL Regular Price: $156.29

(if purchased separately) price per month

DIGIMAL COMBO PLUS Price;: ~ $136.85

prico pet month

Digital Combo Plus Savings of
- $19.44 monthly and over $230 annually

One Company = One Bill « Three Great Services = Call Today!
Call 813-436-2356 or Visit mybrighthouse.com

[}
--'Emmm
ey
NETWORKS

WSOl '-.=!-‘L‘\-'\’i:\-'ﬁt“(i'l Vit
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MM0008000 813-643-8266 www.massagesforhealth.com

This Hydra
Treatment ?\:ﬁ
Renew you with

Enter tq,mman&&tﬂ the Palmer House Bed a:nd Brmi:fast
 Offer good for month of July.
R1v Hills Plaza * 4327 Lynx Paw Trail « Valrico

BHA, Attn: Yard of the Month, 3509 Bell Shoals Rd., Valrico, FL 33594.

THE MARKET IS HOT!

Don't Miss Out!

+ Pool Decks
* Sealer

® Sidewalks
& Walkways

4th of July Sale

10% Discount
with this ad. Expires July 31st.

Jerry Schlosser
Cell 454-9087

Jerry. Schlosser

Contact qu at (813) 924-8827 or (813) 210-0001 ..

Business 662-5600 ext. 251

30 years expertlse of workmanship on laying brick pavers. Our customer service is guaranteed. R myfompaqreqhomes_com

149605

& RESIDENTIAL E xp [”% S S AT

24 HR
SERVICE

COMMERCIAL

OFFICE

CALL US

ASK FOR 1-813-763-5090
KEITH OR LUKE 1-321-593-2845

1-813-737-9575

451473

1
\

-

¢ Secure, Code-Access Entry *» Family Owned & Operated ¢ Free Secure Internet Viewing
» Before & After School Care (6-12 years)
. ¢ Transportation To & From Local Schools
s Active Learning Curriculum for Infants & Toddlers (lncorporates Whole Language Learning)
 Preparing Children for National Kindergarten Standards
¢ Trained Professional Staff (Background/Fingerprint, Screened &
Certified in CPR and First Aid. Two and Four year degrees.)
* Speech Screenings ¢ Nutritious Meals & Snacks Served
¢ Parents Night Out & Family Special Events
- ¢ Extracurricular Activities
{Dance, Karate, Nutrition, Music, Computers, Movement, Mad Science & Tutoring, Horseback Riding)

— Ca:‘ccr

ll
—-__-‘;0[)[301 tunt

Open: Monday-Friday 6am to 6:30pm
4321 Lynx Paw Trail in Valrico 85 7 =6 20 O www.kidsrkids.com

Located Across From Lithia Springs Elementary ¢ We pick-up from Gimino, Bevis,
Lic#CHC 431024 Lithia Springs, Fishhawk Creek &Alaﬁa Limited Spaoe Avallable. i

| EPENPRR [ S S PP NS B S R S LN NP5 7 - SESE ST L S UL AP B ELST S S ST IS WS W S WSR-S - S oo

LAURA FRAZIER/Pho

Appreciative neighbors nominated the home of Anthony and Graziella Dumicich in Windsor Woods for the July Yal
of the Month award, writing in, “They don’t have much space for flowers, but they have surely used their imagina-
tion to make it look pretty all year round.” The Dumicich’s received a $25 Ace Hardware of Bloomingdale gift card,
courtesy of the Bloomingdale Homeowners Association. Send nominations to info@bloomingdalegazette.com or

NEWS BRIEFS

Annual Water
Quality Report Published

Hillsborough County
annual water quality report w
mailed to Bloomingdale ar
county water department cu
tomers last week. The repc
contains information abo
drinking water sources, quali
and safety.

If you missed it in the ma
call 272-6680 to request a cof
ot pick one up at the Bloor
ingdale  Regional  Publ
Libraty.

Agriculture Study
Defines Economic Impact

A study on the contributio:
of agribusiness in Hillsbc
ough County presented to tl
Board of County Commi
sioners in June indicates th
although the amount of ag;
cultural lands has decreas
countywide, theit econotr
impact has increased.

According to the study, tl
county’s 2,969 farms, encot
passing 229,875 acres, genera
sales of more than $667 m
lion.

It also found the farms at
industries that support aggict
ture have an annual econorr
impact of $1.4 billion and ct
ate 20,122 jobs in Hillsbc
ough County.

The report also indicat
that agriculture contribut
more in taxes to the coun
government and schools th:
it requires in return for serv:
es.

For every $1 that agricultu
conttibutes in taxes, it or
requires $0.25 in servic
thereby providing a surplus
county government  a
schools.

For mote information ¢
272-5506.



WORKS ON DISPLAY AT
ART INSTITUTE OF TAMPA

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

“I’'m ready for my close-up, Mr
O’Keefe”

Alright, so the sculptures don’t actu-
ally talk, but that doesn’t detract from
the realism present in each celebrity cre-
ation fashioned at the hands of artist
David O’Keefe.

Unmistakable faces and irrepressible
essences are O’Keefe’s specialty.

The Beatles, Oprah Winfrey, John
Gruden and George W. Bush all keep
O’Keefe company, with a myrad of
other famous faces.

Since he was 10 years old, O’Keefe, 2
Bloomingdale area resident, has known
what he wanted to do with his life. He
wanted to be an artist, despite a well-
meaning guidance counselor’s attempts
to deter him along the way. .

“It’s all I ever wanted to do and all
can do,” O’Keefe said last month at the
premier of his first gallery showing at
The Art Institute of Tampa.

O’Keefe has been drawing since the
age of 10, sketching people. His father,
Bill, would make a funny face and David
would draw it.

His father also suggested, “Draw the
nightly news. It’s a good way to draw

somebody. You get what’s real while

you're sketching their features.”

www.bloomingdalegazette.com ¢ JULY 2005 ¢« THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE ¢ T1

Brandon Artist Carves Out Unique Career Niche

LESLIE WHITE/Photo

Bloomingdale area resident David O’Keefe mugs with two of the famous mugs he illustrated,
John Travolta and Bill Murray, at his Art Institute of Tampa gallery premier. The artist’s works
often grace the pages of The Tampa Tribune and have appeared in Sports Ilustrated, Time, Mad

Magazine and many other publications.

O’Keefe still sketches “real” people
to this day — in church, at the mall.

“I draw all the time.”

O’Keefe turned his love of sketching
into a career as a special projects illus-

trator with The Tampa Tribune, cover- -

ing, you guessed it: the news. Whomev-
er or whatever is in the media spotlight
is likely fare for his imaginative sculp-
tures. First he sketches his subject, and
then spends time watching them on

video to catch their mannerisms and

813-661-2476 24 hours

813-503-2691 cell

2119 W. Brandon Bivd. Brandon FL 33511

www.stevemoran.com
realtormoran@aol.com

#1 Realtor in Brandon/Valrico 2005*

- Call The Agent That Has Become A “HOUSE SOLD” Name

petsonality, which he believes tend to
get lost in still shots.

He views his subjects from all direc-
tions and in slow motion to understand
how they move, and he weaves it all into
a three dimensional caricature. The
sculptures are placed in a mixed-media
setting, which is then photographed.

His creations have made the cover of
Sports Illustrated; Sports Ilustrated for
Kids, Dow Jones and Mad Magazine,
and have appeared inside Time maga-
zine and The Village Voice.

His resume also includes advertising’
work for such big names as Coca-Cola
and Fuji.

O’Keefe’s wife, Janice, said at the pre-
miere she was vety proud of her hus-
band.

“This is the first ime his work has
been displayed like this, all in one place,”
she said.

As for O’Keefe, he’s always in creative
mode, no matter where his work is
being featured. “I hope to keep doing
what I'm doing. I can’t see myself doing
anything else.”

O’Keefe’s wotk is being featured at
The Art Institute of Tampa Gallery, off
North Himes Avenue in Tampa. The
exhibit is free. Gallery hours are Mon-
day through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 7
p.m:, Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Satur-
day 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call the art institute at 873-2112 or

visit www.davidokeefe.com.

Ky
- KELLER
WILLIAMS

R E &K TN

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM BUILT HOME
- This custom home is truly one of a kind! Featuring
4BR/3BA/3CG, formal LR & DR, a den & 2 bonus
rooms. The kitchen is a Chef's dream, stainless
steel appliances, 16x16 decorative ceramic tile, 42"
cabinets w/crown moulding & work island. Double
french drs from fam room & master ste lead to an
oversized pool/patio area. Sep. detached studio.
Plenty of room for the kids to play on this 2 acre lot.
- Too many extras fo list, this one is a must see!
MLS#T2099130 « 4500 sq.fL.  $715,000

GOLF COURSE VILLA

This 3BR/2.5BA pool home overlooks hole one on
prestigious Riverhills Golf Course. The family room
is open and airy with 2 sets of sfiders opening to
the screen enclosed lanai. Spacious secondary
bedrooms and loft. The huge lanai area is per-
fect for entertaining featuring an outdoor kitchen.
Oversized pool and spa. Enjoy the view of the goif
course from almost every room in the house.

MLS#T2102143 * 2400 sg. ft. = $365,000

*According to the 1st quarter Kenst report.

BLOOMINGDALE POOL HOME
This 4BR/2BA pool home is one to see. The spa-
cious family room features 10ft ceilings and has a
wood bumning fireplace. The open and airy kitchen
has plant shelves and the kitchen nook has tray
ceilings. Formal DR and LR. Huge screen enclosed
lanai with 2 new ceiling fans. Plenty of room to roam
in the fenced in back yard. Don't miss this one.

MLS#T2103196 * 2250 sq. ft. » $265,000

4BR/3.5BA pool home, located in Fishawk Trails.
Kitchen has plant shelves, corian cnirtops, 42”
custom cabinets w/crown moulding, work island &
built-in desk. Bay window in kitchen overlooks the
pool. FR has brick wood burming fireplace & french
doors. DR & LR has crown moulding & french doors
leading to wrap porch. Jacuzzi tub in mstr bath.
Huge pool & spa. Brick paved sun deck on side.

U baloonyBearufu!desmped
@3121 * 3240 sq. 1L ﬁ,m
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BLOOMINGDALTE

BACC REPORT

Detectives Brief Council
On Identity Theft

TAKE MEASURES TO
SECURE YOURID

By MACK AUSTIN
Correspondent

The Bloomingdale Area
Community Council, known as
the BACC, was privileged to
welcome to its June 2005 meet-
ing two detectives from the
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s
Office, Sgt. John Campo and
Steve Irwin. The detectives
made a special presentation
about a particular white-collar
crime issue of great current
interest — identity theft.

Campo began the briefing
by explaining to the council
how Sheriff David Gee has
reorganized resources within
the Hillsborough County Shet-
iff’s Office into a special Eco-
nomics Crime Unit, undet the
Criminal Investigation Divi-
sion.

“With white collar crimes
being the fastest growing
ctimes in the wotld, Sheriff
Gee consolidated all of his
resoutrces telating to white col-
lar ctime,” Campo said.

“Bringing  together law
enforcement officers from all
over the county into one unit
has significantly improved
both coordination and com-
munication. Eight detectives

MACK AUSTIN/Photo
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Of-
fice detectives Steve Irwin and John
Campo present a special program
about identity theft at the BACC's
June meeting.

are dedicated full time to work-
ing these types of crimes. This
concentrated effort has result-
ed in an outstanding increase in
crimes solved.”

Irwin said, “Our efforts are
producing good results. But
the best source for stopping
these types of ctimes lies with
each member of the communi-
ty. We must all be careful, vigi-
lant and cautious with every
type of financial transaction we
make.”

Irwin explained the follow-
ing'key points involving identi-
ty theft that all consumers
could use:

* Identity theft involves the

See BACC, Page 13

LAW

ENFORCEMENT

BLOOMINGDALE SUBSTATION NOTES

Have Fun, Stay Safe This Summer

PREVENT ACCIDENTS,
THEFT, INJURIES

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER

Summer is on a roll. We've
already had the first tropical
storm of the season. Even with
high gas prices, millions of fam-
ilies are on our highways travel-
ing to enjoy all that Florida has
to offer. Add the residents that
know it’s fantastic to be able to
vacation right here in the state
they live in, and we have more
traffic than we can keep up
with. To insure you and your
family enjoy your leisure time
together, please drive safely,
obey all traffic laws, use your
seat belts and don’t drink and
drve. Have fun all summer and
don’t spend any of it in an
emergency room or at the
Falkenburg jail.

Protect Your Home
While You're Away

You work hatd all year to
pay for and keep your home
safe and secure. So when you
finally take that much needed
vacation, take the time to pre-
pare your home to insure it is
secure while you’te gone.
Make special arrangements to
have your yard cared for, your
mail held up or picked up, and
ask your neighbors to keep
watch while you’re gone. Help

N IRETUTHATE T

Unlimited WY Calling

to any. Verizon Wireless customer

500 anytime minutes

Add more lines

only with new two year Agreement.

for just 59 99 e

*Our Surcharges (incl. 2.37% Federal Universal Service (varies quarterly), 5¢ Regulatoryfiine/mo., & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); gov"t taxes and
our surcharges could add 5%-34% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35/1 yr; $20/2 yrs.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, Calling Plan & credit approval. $175 termination fee per line, up to 45¢/min after allowance, other charges &
restrictions, Usage rounded to next full minute. Offers and coverage not available everywhere. Network details, coverage limitations & maps at verizonwirgless.com. Nights 9:01 pm
- 5:59 am M-F. Limited time offer. ©Verizon Wireless 2005. See verizonwireless.com/bestnetwork.com for national network details. Porting eligibility varies.

Get 2 lines for $59.99 monthly access and share:
No Roaming Coverage not available everywhere.

Unlimited nights and weekends

all when calling from within the America’s Choice™ Coverage Area.
With new two year Agreement (Activation fees, taxes and other charges apply.*

Bring your Number to the Best
National Wireless Network

in
Amerlca

'I'I-IE WIRELESS STORE
3440 Lithia Pinecrest
Valrico
813-661-2334

453473

take care of each other. You
can also complete a “Security
Watch” form at the Bloom-
ingdale Community Station.

Keep Kids Safe

We keep hearing it on the
news and reading it in the
newspapers — take the neces-
sary precautions to insute your
kids are safe from sexual pred-
ators. Now more than ever,
with all of the recent tragic
events involving young chil-
dren, this is critical. With
school out our kids are every-
where — at the parks, at the
playgrounds, at the malls and
up and down the neighbor-
hood streets and some are even
home alone. Take whatever
time it takes to teach them how
to be careful and cautious and
how to look out for one anoth-
et. It only takes a few minutes
for a tragic event to occur. Take
a few minutes to stop them
from happening,

Party On, Safely and Legally

Summier parties can be very
cool. But, when they end up
with confrontations and peo-
ple getting atrested, the fun
disappeats. Take note of the
precautions and know the rules
that can be followed to be sure
everyone has a good time and
gets home safe. Parents, it is
your responsibility to insure no

one under age is drinking or
using drugs. Do not purchase
ot furnish teens with any type
of alcohol. Insure all personal
medications are propetly
secured. Learn the specific
guidelines that must be fol-
lowed concerning noise laws.
Have fun, but respect your
neighbors too. Don’t let a great
party have a bad ending with
someone getting cited for
DUI, being involved in an acci-
dent or being killed. Celebrate
the Forth of July, but remem-
ber that Flotida statutes make
the possession and use of all
fireworks illegal.

You Drink And
Drive, You Lose

Florida law enforcement
agencies including those in
Hillsborough County will uti-
lize checkpoints and satura-
tion points throughout the
summer to catch those dtivers
who voluntarily put others at
fisk. The campaign’s title says
it all - “You Drink And Drive,
You Lose.”” Law enforcement
officers are also tracking down
businesses and individuals
that sell alcohol to minors or
putchase alcohol for them.
Don’t be in one of these
groups. The fines ate high and
the penalties are tough.
There’s a new Sheriff in town
and he means business.

BRANDON

TY

813-689-1500

Do you need to buy or sell real estate?
Why should you call Brandon Realty, Inc.?

1. A live person will answer the phone.

2. You will speak with an agent that is trained
and qualified to assist you.

3. You will be given his/her cell phone number
so that you can reach them.

4. Your agent will deal with you directly—no call centers!

5. You will receive courteous, professional
treatment from the oldest hometown
real estate agency in Brandon.

6. You are not a number to us. You are making
one of the maost important transactions of
your life. We want to help make it as
uncomplicated—even pleasant—as possible

Call Brandon Realty, Inc. for your
professional real estate needs.

You will be glad that you did!

Your Home Town Experts since 1965

We Know Brandon!
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New Security Program In Place

'MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

A Gazette Report

The Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association is prepating to launch a
new community security program.
The Bloomingdale Community Secu-
tity Program committee is calling for
volunteers to help patrol our neigh-
bothoods in an effort to identify —
and deter — undesirable or potential-
ly illegal activities.

The group wants to provide patrols

//f in every neighborhood section of the
community, 365 days a year. At least
60 volunteers willing to dedicate
about three hours of their time just
one night a week are needed.

The Bloomingdale Community
Security Program replaces the Bloom-
ingdate Mobile Watch program, fot-
merly in operation since 1980.

Mobile Watch, a highly successful
program supported by the Hillsbor-
ough County Sheriff’s Office as a pro-
totype for community-based- crime

- prevention, was initially stfuctured to
patrol neighborthoods under con-
sttuction and .to monitor desolate,
undeveloped sections of the commu-
nity.

Most of the construction in
Bloomingdale is now completed, and
the community has matured since the
BHA formed in 1979. The BHA

board recogmzed 'rlns year a need to
4 Y G Y . . -~

FAMIOUS PEOPLES EYEWEAR
AMND KIBZ BIZ

PRECISION EYEWEAR
EXAMS AVAILABLE
(813) 737-1122 Fax # 737-1102

10423 S.CR 39 LITHIA FL 33547

Crossroads at Lithia Next to Ace Hardware

SECOND PAIR SPECIAL s

Includes Frame with
Ultralite Lens, UV & Scratch Coat

99

revise and improve the Mobile Watch
program to keep up with the chang-
ing times. :

The new program will focus prima-
rily on after-hours patk activity, reck-
less driving and speeding, potential
residential security problems, identifi-
cation of nuisance and gang-related
activity, and generally unsafe ot poten-
tially illegal activities occurring within
the community.

Volunteers on duty are provided
with magnetic car signs to identify
themselves as community security
members, and cell phones to commu-
nicate with each other and the shet-
iff’s office. -

Patrol members do not interact
with; confront or pursue potential
offenders.

If suspxcious, dangerous or illegal
activities are encountered, patrol
members act as passive observers and
alert the Sheriff’s Office with details
for further action.

The Bloomingdale Community
Security Program committee meets
the third Thursday of each month at
7 p.m. at the Bloomingdale Commu-
nity Office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road. All
tesidents with questions about the
program or a desite to help are wel-
come to attend. For more informa-
tion, call committee chairman Tony
Diolosa at 681-1146, or the BHA at
681-2051.
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BACC

" Continued From Page12 -

unauthorized use of a petson’s social
security number, name or other personal
information withthe intent of obtaining

‘money or credit. )
* If you are a victim of identity theft;

immediately call at least one of the three
major credit monitoring companies. This
will lock down your credit.

+ To prevent such incidents from

, occurring, one of the best actions to take

is to check your credit repott at least quar-
terly. Thanks to Congressman Bill Davis,
Florida resident can now do this once a
year for free.

* Monitor your credit catds carefully,
especially in circumstances such as restau-
rants, where your card is taken out of
your sight for processing a chatge.

*Mail fraud and theft is prevalent. To
counter this crime, take all bill payments
to the post office. Don’t put them in the
mailbox. Also, shred all credit solicitations
and other documents containing any of
your personal finance information.

* Memotize all key identity numbers
and passwords.

*Cyber theft can be very appealing and
very sneaky. “Phishing” uses e-mails or
Pop-up messages to entice users into giv-
ing out personal information. Don’t fall
for them. Keep your computers up-to-
date with anti-vitrus, spyware and firewall
software.

+Watch out for scams like the “Niger-
ian Advance Fee” fraud, the 411 scam and

the work-athome business scam.
Remember that the only way to make
money is to work. Nothing comes free.

* Guard your credit cards carefully.

_ Small readers can be used to steal all of

the information contained on them. Keep
your ctedit cards to a minimum. Beware
of debit cards that have no limit on their
unauthorized use, as do credit cards. Keep
track of your receipts.

+In short, guard your ctredit as if your
life depended on it because it can severely
damage your credit. Never give your
social security number out unless you are

. positive of the source. Shred old financial

documents. Only use secure Internet

sites. Mail your bills directly through the

USPS.

The information shared by detectives
Irwin and Campo was extremely valuable.
The BACC is grateful to them for their
time and dedication to protecting our
finances. They can be contacted at 247—
8773. '

The BACC is made up of residents
from homeowners associations and
neighborhoods in our community. They
wortk directly with Community Resource
Deputy Pete Maurer,- Community Service
Officer Sandy Capitano and other local
government representatives to coordinate
actions on community issues and con-
cerns to improve the quality of life in our
community. For more information about
the BACC, call 635-8040.

Single Vision

.-.' .610.' -..‘-@."
..@
¢,: Do Something

se¢ Hands-On!

A Summer Camp Fun

& Begins June l4ih!

0. A paint your own po'rterg studio 0~
%9 2551SR60,E. - 643{)014 - waw.potterypatchstudio.com @ g
0

.. &._@.. e

~

® ®. -
.o Pe ) @.-9 °

@ @ s
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Practicing Fine Cosmetic
& Restorative Denhstry

We have plenty of ways...

...to make your bri t.

* Whitening ¢ Crowns & Bridges * Dental Implants
e Most Procedures Completed In Office
e Insurance Filed For You
e Extended Payment Plans Available
e Now Accepting New Patients
e Oral Sedation Available

CALL TODAY
662:9233

1457 OAKFlELD DRIVE e BRANDON
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BLOOMINGDALELE

BSTD REPORT

SPECIAL

TAXING DI

STRI1ICT

Next Fiscal Year Budget Approved Unanimously

NO PUBLIC OBJECTIONS

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

The Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District (BSTD) board
of trustees meets at 7 p.m. on
the second Monday each
month at the Bloomingdale
Community Office, 3509 Bell
Shoals Road. All meetings are
open to the public. For more
information, call 681-6667 ot

e-mail bloomingdale.home- -

ownets@vetizon.net.

Next Annual Budget Approved

The taxing district board of
trustees, at a public hearing
held June 13, unanimously
approved its proposed budget
for the next fiscal yeat, October
2005 through September 2006.
Ptior to the June 13 hearing, the
volunteer boatd spent several
months identifying, prioritizing
and budgeting for community
maintenance, repairs and
improvements. Bloomingdale
residents were invited to attend
any one of several open meet-
ings held prior to June 13 to
submit comments and ques-
tions about the proposed budg-
et. No public input or corre-
spondence was received on or
before the June 13 meeting,

Assessment To Remain $100

The boatd of trustees, at its
June 13 public hearing, voted
unanimously to maintain the
annual special tax assessed by
the Hillsborough County Prop-
erty Appraiser at $100 per

The Gripe About Snipe Signs

A Gazette Report

ose 20 pounds in a
week!”

“Will trim trees 4 cheap!”
Snipe signs — those tacky
advertising notices often
placed along the public right-
of-way or tacked to trees and
utility poles — are illegal and
an eye sore. Hillsborough
County codes prohibit the
signs and ask road crews to
take them down when possi-

({3

home. Bloomingdale’s special
taxing district is a non-ad valo-
rum district; each property
owner pays the same assess-
ment regardless of the value of
their residence.

May Financial
Report Approved

At the board’s June 13 regu-
lar meeting, Vince Ferraro of
Ferraro, Higginbotham &
Hayes presented the financial
repott for May 2005. The bal-
ance sheet showed cash on
hand in AmSouth Bank at the
end of the month was
$359,695. Some year-to-date
expenditures noted  were
$27,035 for wall painting,
$3,950.40 for wall painting and
$2,328.83 for legal advertising,

$500 Reward Offered

The BSTD offers a $500
standing reward for informa-

ble, but the things breed
faster than rabbits.

Bloomingdale Special Tax-
ing District property manager
Al Devney, on his monthly
quest to keep the community
free of trash and debris, per-
sonally removes each snipe
sign he comes across on a reg-
ular basis.

In the month of May,
Devney removed and dis-
posed of no less than 72

tion leading to the arrest and
conviction of people responsi-
ble for the vandalism, destruc-
tion ot theft of Bloomingdale
community: property (entry
signs, walls, landscaping, irriga-
tion, benches, lighting, etc.).

Vandals destroyed a signifi-
cant amount of new landscap-
ing planted at the John Moore
Road entrance in June, one day
after the improvements wete
completed. Anyone with infor-
mation about community
property damage is urged to
call the BSTD, 684-6667, or
Deputy Pete Maurer, 635-8040.
Callers may remain anony-
mous.

No Funds Available .
For New Wall

A group of residents peti-
tioned the taxing district board
to place a block wall along
Natures Way from Dunaire to

snipe signs.

Bloomingdale residents are
asked to please comply with
the ordinance prohibiting
such signs. If you wish to post
garage sale signs for a few
hours on occasion, please
take care not to trample the
entryway landscaping when
staking signs, don’t nail the
signs into trees, and please
remove them promptly after
you close up shop.

Callista (between two homes)
to stop egress to the adjacent
lake.

The original home builder
did not install a wall; currently
there is only fencing (belonging
to the homeowner) along one
of the two properties. The
board determined the cost to
construct the block wall would
be more than $30,000; there is
currently no money in the
budget to cover the expense.
The board agreed to table the
issue for future consideration.

Last Major Irrigation
Section Installed
In June, property manager Al
Devney reported the last two

zones of Irrigation were com-

pleted on the Springvale sys-
tem, thus completing all major
irrigation installations planned
for the community. In addition,
1,500 annual plants were

installed in seven locations,
landscaping improvements for
entrances along Canoga Park
Drive wete completed, and irti-
gation timers were changed to
the " new watering schedule.
Common property can now be
watered two days a week,

" Wednesdays and Saturdays

from midnight to 8 a.m. or 6
p-m. to midnight.

Repairs, Improvements
Slated for July

Property  manager Al
Devney reports the following
activities will take place in July:
A pre-bid meeting for Bloom-
ingdale East landscaping will be
held; 200 four-inch spray heads
will be replaced with six-inch
spray heads in the Blooming- .
dale Cove system; walls and
entrances along Natures Way
and Culbreath will be pressure
washed; landscape improve-
ments for the John Mootre Rd.
entrance will be completed.

Eat, Drink and Pitch
-Out The Window

In the month of June, prop-
erty manager Al Devney picked
up 16 bags of litter, two towels,
one hubcap, two shirts, one
vehicle cell phone charger, one
telephone, a screen door open-
er and 13 cents.

The beverages of choice
were root beer for soft drinks,
Heineken for beer (Natural
Light was a close second),
Woodbridge Chardonnay for
wine and Jack Daniels for dis-
tilled spirits.

ON OUR COMMUNITY WEBSITE

Report deed restriction violations anonymously on our Web site at www.bloomingdalegazette.com

149470

Give your property the online edge!

Get Maximum Exposure

| Iand Maximum Value

* Top shelf position * Get more inquiries
* Be seen on REALTOR.com® before

virtually all other homes in your market
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Keith Goodman

Sales Associate

Office:

813-685-4523
Cell:
813-546-7981

kgbbamas@aol.com

Ann Lee Realty, Inc. ' 12 e
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La Cubanita Quiality, Quantity Hard To Beat

SERVES BREAKFAST,
LUNCH, DINNER

By ELTON DUMONT
Exclusive To
The Bloomingdale Gazette

If you recognize the name of
the new Cuban: restaurant in
the Winn Dixie plaza on
Avenue  at
Lithia-Pinectest Road — La
Cubanita Café ~ chances are
you've dined at the original
locaton on Lumsden Road.
Yes, it’s the same owner, taking
a cue from other restaurants
that the Bloomingdale area is
the rght place to open a second
location.

So on a recent Friday night,
Mi Esposa and I, along with
our friend and neighbot, Sandy
Wynwood, decided to try it for
dinner. Sandy incidentally had
very strong ctedentials. She
grew up in Miami and consid-
ers hetrself an aficionado of
authentic Spanish and Cuban
food, so we were fortunate she
decided to join us.

La Cubanita was very clean,
although the décor reminded

. us of any number of fast-food
. restaurants. You know the type

— tile floots, drink machine on
the wall and nondescript table
and chairs. But that is where the
similarity ends. The food is
served semi-cafeteria style, dis-
played behind a glass counter.
You order by what you see, and
it is served right from the hot
table into yout dish.

The food speaks for itself —
in both quality and quantity, it
is hard to beat.

Entfees include baked chick-
en, roast pork, picadillo
(ground beef ), ropa viejo
(shredded beef), or chicken
fricasse, all for $6.99 with two
sides. The palomilla (steak) is a
little more at $7.49.

Sandy ordered the picadillo
with yellow rice and plantains.
She commented it was as good
as any she had in South Floti-
da; high praise indeed.

Mrs. Dumont had the roast
pork with black beans and yel-
low rice. The pork was tender
and very good, although a tad
fatty. Like Sandy, she was satis-
fied with the yellow rice and
her black beans were also very
good.

I chose the ropa vieja and it
was the best I've had in the
Brandon area. The plantains
were sweet and fried just right;
soft but not mushy. And
remember the portions were
extremely large, just like the
Lumsden location. This is one

of. .the. few, instances where
il dsesisaises

large portions and quality and
taste go hand in hand. You just
gotta try it!

The restaurant opens at 7

a.m. for breakfast and offeis

Cuban toast, cheese toast and
omelets fot less than $4. Sand-
wiches include the traditional
Cuban ($4.99), media noche,
Alex Special and a gyro to
name a few, ranging from $3.99
to $5.99. The side orders are
intrigning, with deviled crab,
yucca, tamales and ham cro-
quettes.

We had fresh brewed iced tea
and lemonade, but authentic
Spanish beverages include Iron
Beer (like root beer), Inca Cola
and Malta India.

Desserts, also authentic,

include flan ($2.09), guava and
cheese or apple pastry ($1.69).

You can call ahead for take
out and they also offer catering,
Our total including tax and gra-
tuity was about $24 for the
three of us. We all agreed we
will go back. Breakfast —
including Cuban toast — is
what we’re craving for on our
next visit, as well as a Cuban
sandwich for lunch.

Rating based on five stats

Food * % % %

Service * % k 12

Ambience * % V2

Overall * % %

Untl we eat again, I remain
your humble gastronomical
servant, Elton Dumont.

ON OUR COMMUNITY WEBSITE

For Bloomingdale community meetings and events,
visit our Web site at www.bloomingdalegazette.com
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with Zap Cap Systems® from Tampa Electric.
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protection for your appliances and sensitive
electronics. Order online or call toll-free — we'll
help you set up a double line of defense inside
and outside your home. Don't let lightning
“shock” you into taking action after it’s too late!

Zap Cap Systems is also available
for your business.

=z70P

LIFE RUNS ON ENERG Y gsﬂ-‘-‘mf

1-877-SURGE-22 (1-877-787-4322)
tampaelectric.com TEC

457849

- i
ST LA Rl 25 s S (DL g o § S 15 e R e S o R 1) 1 A o0 iy A2 A .g




O ¢ STTIZAD JLAQCMILIOCIE 21T « 2028 WHUL » ML3.20305620i3benimeold.www
16 ¢ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE ¢ JULY 2005 ¢ www.bloomingdalegazette.com

BLOOMINGDALLTE

BUSINESS

Plaza Bella Takes Shape At Bloomingdale, Bell Shoals Corner

CENTER TO BECOME
GREEN BOUTIQUE'S
NEW HOME

By D'ANN WHITE
Correspondent

It wasn’t difficult to decide on
a name for the new plaza she and
her family are developing,

Roz Creager said she only had
to look at the artist’s rendering of

_ the buildings with their Mediter-

ranean influence.
“Plaza Bella was the petfect
name,” she said. “It means ‘beau-

tiful plaza,’ and that’s just whatit’s .-

going to be — beautiful.”

Creager, her husband, Matk,
and son, Matt, never set out to
become developers. Instead, she
said, Plaza Bella simply evolved
over the years.

The Creagers purchased a
home on the then-two-lane
Bloomingdale Avenue just east
of Bell Shoals Road 28 years ago,

never imagining the rural area
would one day be transformed
into a thriving community and
that the intersection of Bloom-
ingdale and Bell Shoals Road
would become one of the
busiest in the county. :

“I was pregnant with Matt at
the time,” Roz recalled. After
first living in the quaint ranch-
style home, the couple turned it
into a nursery, The Green Bou-
tique, in 1979, later buying the
house next door and expanding
the business into a basket and gift
shop.

-As the market changed, so did
the business. The house where
Matt took his first baby steps
became an upscale gift shop spe-
cializing in Brighton purses, jew-
elry and accessories. Next door,
Mark transformed the other
business into an antique furni-
ture and home accessoties shop.

Longtime customer and
friend Cindy Martin said Roz

would often talk about develop-
ing a plaza with businesses that
would complement her gift
shop. “It was a dream of hers,”

said Martin, who said she often

comes into the shop just to chat
and inspect the new merchan-
dise. “They were one of the first
businesses out here and we’ve
developed a strong friendship
over the years. Plus Roz offers
items you can’t find anywhere
else and she gives back to her
community.”

That dream became a reality
when the Creagers were able to
purchase pieces of property sur-
rounding them, providing a 6.5-
acre tract on which to build.

Roz recalled how their idea for
Plaza Bella breezed through
county zoning reviews.

“The county commission
loved what we’re doing,” said
Roz. “They liked the concept
and the attention to detail.”

"The two-story Mediterranean-

' Boutique.

style plaza with its terracotta tile
roof and stucco exterior will pro-
vide 18,000 square feet of retail
space and another 13,000 square
feet of office space, mostly on
the second floot, which will be
accessible by an elevator camou-
flaged in a tower and will open
onto a veranda. In keeping with
their nursery roots, the Creagers
have included lush landscaping
plans as well. Architect Luis Lara
designed the building and Bran-
don builder Mitch Burley will
oversee its construction. The
Creagers are anticipating a spting
grand opening,

“The Green Boutique will be
larger but we have major plans
not to lose out charm,” said Roz.
The new shop will have 5,000
square feet of space. “If any-
thing, it will be more charming”

The Creagers are secking
accompanying businesses that
will complement The Green
Already,  Salon

Essence, now located on Bell
Shoals south of Bloomingdale,
has signed on to relocate into
Plaza Bella. The Creagets also are
talking to independent restaura-
teurs about opening an Italian
restaurant in the plaza.

A separate parcel with access
to Bell Shoals has been rezoned
for an 8,300-square-foot day-
care center and two outparcels at
the front of the property along
Bloomingdale  have  been
rezoned to accommodate a
5,000-square-foot and a 7,000-
square-foot building,

The converted home that now
houses The Green Boutique will
be torn down, but Roz hopes to
salvage the hardwood floots and
incorporate them into the new
store.

Both retail and office suites
starting at 750 square feet are
now available for lease. Contact
Mark Creager, who will manage
the new plaza, at 685-3106.

Lithia-Pinecrest Produce Stand Offers Fruits, Veggies, Recipes

HOT BOILED PEANUTS,
SHRIMP AND BBQ

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

Health and diet trends have
vegetable consumption at a new

_high. But to one local grower

and produce stand owner, this is
mote of a way of life than a
trend.

Keith Robie recently opened
Robie Produce on Lithia-
Pinecrest Road, just across the
street from Car Wash On The
Greens. Robie stocks his stand
with mostly homegrown, local
produce.

“We have access to over 600
acres, and what I don’t have
growing my friends have grow-
ing. They’re all local farmers,”

said Robie, who disttibutes
throughout Canada and to sev-
eral supermarkets and down-
town Tampa fresh markets.

His goal for the stand is to
offer everything Mother Nature
provides, emphasizing that in
his eyes, sometimes fresh is bet-
ter. “I’'m very health conscious
for the people who need it,” he
said. :
Robie was raised on a farm
where he learned how to make
the best use of nature’s bounty,
tips and recipes he frequently
shares with his customers.

“I learned from the best,” he
said, alluding to his mother,
grandmother and great-grand-
mother, who all taught him
healthy cooking throughout his
years.

The biggest mistake cooks

10am - midnight
7 days a week
- Minor and Urgent Care

We are there -\
when you need us...

- New Convenient Hours:

Board Certified in emergency medicine

LatE Hours URGENT CARE

- Most Insurance Accepted

- X-rays

- EKG

- In house labs

- All ages welcome

3444 Lirhia Pinecrest Rd. = Valrico, Florida 33594 8

Next o Stein Mart

813-643-9393

make today, according to Robie?

“People slaughter their food.”

He whole-heartedly believes
in'preserving the taste and tex-
ture of the vegetables he sells by
not over-cooking, and by sea-
soning with the right mix. Sim-
ple ingredients can yield incredi-
ble flavors; just ask Robie. He’ll
share a mouth watering recipe
using fresh vegetables and raw
brown sugar. He also whole-
heartedly believes in helping
those who need it, and offers
free delivery for ordets over $15,
in his words “to your door and
with a smile.”

“There are sick and eldetly
people that can’t get out. Believ-
ing they need the nutrition,
Robie wanted to help by offer-
ing what no other produce
stand does. He provides the

same service to any of his clien-
tele. “I like to spoil my cus-
tomers,” he said.

Patrons are ericouraged to try
before they buy; making ‘'sure
their tomato is to their liking and
their peach is just as juicy as they
want it to be. That includes a
taste of his award winning hot
Cajun boiled peanuts, as well as
the salted variety.

Along with the fresh vegeta-
bles, Robie offers barbeque, its
scent wafting into nearby park-
ing lots in June, literally drawing
curious sniffers to his stand, just
to see whete that delicious smell
was coming from. On Friday,
Saturday and Sunday he also
offers jumbo shrimp from B&P
Shrimp Company in Tampa.

Future plans include room in
the back to spotlight different

diets and their- fare, again
emphasizing healthy eating and
easy food preparation. To
accompany the batbeque, Robie
will soon offer all the fixin’s to
go with it. With the help of his -
wife, he hopes to have that area
up and running soon. He also
offers a free watermelon for
every $12 or more purchase.

“People work hard and don’t
have a lot of time. I want to
accommmodate them,” he said.

Robie Produce accepts
checks and cash and is open
Tuesday through Sunday from
9:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. The Exot-
ic Plumeria, an on-site nursery
featuring palms, plumeria and a
variety of other indigenous
plants, shares a home with
Robie. For information call 654-
2486 or 763-5090.

Leave the driving to us.

for any occasion

e SPECIAL EVENTS

The best personalized fransportation

o AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

s Contiare S e

813-657-5450 .//i.c 813- 655 0384 fax

linoslimo@yahoo.com

442482

I Solid Wood Children’s Furniture ‘

See our online catalog at

www.furnitureadvantage.com
Brandon — 813-685-4760
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Hurricane Prep, Recovery Advice

A Gazette Report

The Flotida Municipal Elec-
tric Association, which repre-
sents the unified interests of 33
public power communities
across the state, published in
June its list of hurricane pre-
paredness and survival tips. -

+*Following a power outage,
unplug all of your large appli-
ances and electronics to pre-
vent power surges when elec-
tricity is restored, which can
often damage equipment and
create fire hazards.

¢ Remember the “three
don’ts” when using generatoss:
don’t run a generator in the
house; don’t run a generator in
the garage; and, don’t plug the
generator directly into your
home’s main electrical system.

+ If your home is flooded,
turn off your electrical power
until a professional inspects it

thoroughly.

* If you smell gas, evacuate
immediately and contact your
gas company’s emergency
number.

+ Make sure that you have
current identification.

+ After the storm, check to
see if your home’s weatherhead
is damaged — it is above the
electric meter. Utility workers
cannot reconnect service if this
plece of equipment — which is
the homeowner’s responsibility
is damaged.

+ Utlies often cannot
respond to customers with spe-
cial needs during or immediate-
ly after a storm.

+ Visit www.floridadisaster-
.org to determine your hurri-
cane evacuation route.

+Capture water in your water
heater by turning off power to
the unit and closing the water

valves. If you lose water pres-

sure, you will have about 40 gal-

lons of fresh water stored in
the tank.

+Clear your patio and yard of
lawn furniture, toys, potted
plants, and other debris that
could blow around in high winds
and cause damage or injury.

+Prior to the storm, identify
the places around your home
whete to shut off your gas,
water and electricity.

+ Create a hurticane survival
kit that includes: first aid sup-
plies; water; batteries; flash-
lights; battery powered radio;
manual can opener; presctip-
tions; baby food and diapers;
pet food; canned foods; cash;
tarps; rope; bleach; trash bags;
charcoal or gas grill with plenty
of fuel; wooden kitchen
matches; and, a portable cool-
et

Vehicle Owners Can Support Guide Dog Program

DONATE$1 AT
REGISTRATION RENEWAL

A Gazette Report

A bill signed in June by Gov-
ernor Bush now allows vehicle
/( ~ owners renewing their registra-
. tions to make a voluntary §1
contribution to Southeastern

Guide Dogs Inc.
The Palmetto organization
provides professionally and

humanely trained guide dogs to
blind and visually impaired
individuals free of charge.

The group is one of ten non-
profit organizations Florida
vehicle owners can choose to
conttibute one dollar to when
renewing their vehicle registra~
tons. :

In a company press release
issued last week, Southeastern
Guide Dogs represertative
Kimbetly Matlow said since

\-Velcom_e Aboalfd Dr. Mathews

the values we all can trust.

I FAMILY
D

) i
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Dr. Tim Conway is very pleased to welcome Dr. Michael S. Mathews
whom he has known for the past 15 years on a professional and personal
level. Dr. Conway feels his skills in dentistry and ethical practices are

Dr. Mathews joined the U.S. Army after high school serving as a combat
Medic. He then received his undergraduate degree from the University
of South Florida and his doctoral degree from the University of Florida
dental school in 1997. He has practiced in the Brandon/Riverview area
over the past 7 years and has now committed to a long-term relationship
to our practice. Dr. Conway and Dr. Mathews are committed to
providing the most advanced and comprehensive dental care available
for their patients. Qur web site is a valuable source to learn more about

our practice. You can visit us at www.conwaymathews.com.

ENTISTRY
= §(=4-) I ()

TE T TET T T AN TET RN ETE T
www.conwayandmathews.com

Timothy W. Conway, D.D.S., P.A.
Michael S. Mathews, DMD

—

813-754-3794 [uniae

2005 THONOTOSASSA ROAD, PLANT CITY, FL 33563
APPROXIMATELY 1 MILE SOUTH OF I-4 (EXIT 19)

opae -~

Accepting
ew Patients.

Comprehensive
Dentistry For
The Family

CALLFOR

461967

1982, the southeast’s only inter-
nationally accredited guide dog
school — the only one of its
kind in Flotida — has relied
solely on private funding to
breed, raise and train more
than 2,000 guide dogs, placing
each with a visually impaired or
blind master at no charge.
Cutrently, the cost to train
one guide dog team — a guide
dog and his visually impaired or
blind master — is $37,000.

PUBLIC

SAFET

POSTON

Continued From Page 1

the surrounding air while drop-
ping on a patachute towards
the ocean.

During the drop, the drop-
windsonde transmits informa-
tion back to the plane, which is
full of technicians, meteotrolo-
gists and visiting scientists,
along with two pilots and a
crew chief. The surveillance
flights, which leave from St.
Croix or Barbados, last for
eight hours, with NOAA mak-
ing two of those a day.

The information collected
on the missions are then
relayed to a satellite, which
transmits the data to the hurri-
cane center — the whole
process taking only two min-
utes from the time the GPS
splashes down. ]

The hutricane center is
responsible for issuing the
warnings seen on local news
broadcasts, but it’s actually the
National Center for Environ-
mental Protection that assesses
the data and lets the hurricane
center know what warning to
issue, which takes place every 6
hours.

Poston and his crew flew all
the storms last year, sharing the
load with another crew.

“Last year the six month
hurricane season was basically
compressed into six weeks,” he
said.

The crews spend so much
time together in the air that

Y

Poston said they all know each
other’s life history.

Poston isn’t apprehensive
when flying near a hutricane.

“It’s easier being the pilot
and being in control. The guys
in the back may not feel as
comfortable because they don’t
know where I'm taking them.”

This year’s hurricane season
is predicted to have as many
storms as last yeat, though not
necessatily aimed at Florida.
But off course, nothing is cer-
tain,

Since Hurricane Andrew in
1992, which caught Home-
stead completely off guard,
breakthroughs in computer
modeling and data collection
have epabled more accurate
storm predictions.

Poston estimates the G4
increased forecasting accuracy
by 20 percent, and that on aver-
age, every mile of shoreline
evacuated costs the govern-
ment a million dollars. The G4
Poston flies narrowed last
year’s landfall predictions by
several miles.

The NOAA Aircraft Opera-
tion Center has been based at
MacDill since just after
Andrew in 1992. At the time,
MacDill was on the list for base
closures. Poston said NOAA
coming to Tampa from Miami
helped MacDill remain open.

“We’te considered a tenant
on the base, but it’s great. We
have one hangar which houses
all 12 of our planes. We hope
to stay thete a long time.”

(813) 601-0597

hadderton

Ray Chadderton of Keller Williams Realty
is your neighborhood specialist.
If you’re thinking about
making a move call Ray today!

2119 W. Brandon Blvd Suite A
Brandon, FL. 33511

149308

[ Say you saw it in The Bloomingdale Gazette |
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BHA

Continued From Page 4

meeting. May updated the
board on the progress of the
chamber’s initiative to work
with county officials to find
funding to widen Lithia-
Pinecrest Road between State
Road 60 in Brandon and Coun-
ty Road 39 in Lithia. The Pub-
lic Works Committee made a
motion, which passed unani-
mously, to support the Cham-
ber’s initiative (see related story
in this issue).

Public Safety Committee

Takes Note of Offenders

The Bloomingdale Public
Safety Committee said at the

June 6 BHA meeting they -

would contact Deputy Pete
Mauter for an up-to-date list of
registered sex offenders living
in the community. The com-
mittee will ask Maurer to
inform the BHA if any new
concerns should arise.

It was noted that several reg-

istered sexual offenders, but no -

registered sexual predators,

LOVE

currently are living within the
community. For more informa-
tion, contact Deputy Maurer,
635-8040 or check the Florida
Department of Law Enforce-
ment Web “site,
www.fdle.state.fl.us.

Residents Concerned
" About Boat Parkmg

Two residents from the
Windsor Woods section attend-
ed the June 6 BHA meeting to
voice concern about potfentia,l
deed frestriction and county

" code violations in their neigh-

borhood. The homeowners said
boats ﬂlega]ly patked in yards
and driveways are of major con-
cern. The Deed Resttiction and
Code Enforcement Committee
reported Neighborhood Stan-
dards recently mailed numerous
violation notices to homes with
illegally parked boats, including
those in the Windsor ‘Woods
section.

The committee indicated
Neighborhood Standards, the

company hired by the BHA to
promote deed restriction and
county codes compliance,
would follow up on the com-
plaints as planned. For the
month of May, Neighbothood
Standards reported 1,298 curb-
side home inspections were
completed, and 321 violation
notices were mailed. In addi-
tion, the BHA Enforcement

Committee is working to pro- -

mote compliance among ten
properties identified by the
boatd as the most egregious
deed restricdon and county
code violators.

BHA Withdraws Participation
From The Association of
Valrico Communities

The BHA board, at its June
6 meeting, unanimously passed
a motion to withdraw from
future participaton with the
Association of Valrico Com-
munities. The board cited sev-
eral reasons for the withdrawal,
including recent news reports

staing AOVC positions on
several Valrico area issues.
Unfortunately, the BHA boatd
was not given an opportunity
to participate in a process to
validate its position on any of
the AOVC’s published position
statements.

BHA To Contact Ronda Storms
Re: Bell Shoals

-After several failed attempts
by the Public Works Commit-
tee to obtain satisfactory
updates from county staff
about the status of the Bell
Shoals Road’ improvement
project, a motion was made and
passed unanimously at the June
6 BHA meeting to contact
County Commissioner Ronda
Storms for information and
assistance. BHA president Ted
Grable agreed to draft a letter

* for the board’s review. -

Membership Dues Drive
Continues
The Membership Committee

reported the 2005 dues dtive
launchied in May has resulted in
more than 1,000 residents sub-
mitting dues payment thus far,
and 88 requests for Blooming-
dale license plates.

For mote information about
membership dues, call 681-
2051 ot e-mail
bloomingdale.homeownets@-
vetizon.net.

Next Cleanup Day In October

‘The Neighborhood Cleanup
Day Committee agreed at the
June 6 BHA meeting to hold
the next cleanup day in Octo-
ber.

Details will be announced in
upcoming " issues of The
Bloomingdale Gazette and on
www.bloomingdalegazette.com

* Due to the Fourth of July
holiday, this month’s BHA
meeting has been rescheduled
to Thursday, July 7. All Bloom-
ingdale residents are welcome
to attend.

Continued From Page 8

In the meantime, she has had
an adjustment period to her
newly shorn look.

“When it was fitst cut off it
felt so weird because it was so
much lighter, but I like the way
it looks when I look in the mit-
ror,” she said.

21 years legal experience

1312 -E. Lumsden Road

655-9027

"Vicki Verble smiled as her
daughter told her story, then
added, “I was very proud of
her. It 'was a decision she made
on her own and followed
through. I thought it was very
brave because she had always
been complimented on her hair

Representation Of The Injured Is All That I Do!

D. Michael Elkins, PA
Injury Attorney

Brandon

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based upon advertisements.
Before you decide, ask me to send you free written information about my qualifications and experience.

— it becomes ‘part of your
identity.”’

Verble’s. donation has been
an inspiration to other young
girls, with another friend
recently donating her own
ponytail to Locks of Love. As
Verble enters seventh grade at

FREE
CONSULTATION

NO RECOVERY * NO FEE
{Except Costs)

Please call for
an appointment

After hours & weekend
appolintments avallable

451268

DAN'S FAN CITY

QUIET QUALITY FANS FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

SIZE ___ DESCRIPTION ONLY
42" 4 or 5 Bid Fan $39.99
52" Fan w/Light $59.99
52" 4 or 5 Bld Fan $69.99
52" Porch Fan $79.99
52" 5 Finishes $89.99
52" Designer $99.99
52" Many Options $129.99
52" More Options $139.99

994-3422
ST. PETE

AVAILABLE

50 LOCATIONS
NATIONWIDE

MODEL SHOWN NOT PRICED HERE

NEW TAMPA CARROLLWOOD
969-3095

SEMINOLE

BRANDON
685-6130

CLEARWATER

Sl

SPRING HILL
352-688-3267 WINTER HAVEN 863-299-2777

PT.RICHEY
727-526-8191 727-397-1729 727-785-1911 727-847-1176 wWww.DANSFANCITY.COM

LAKELAND 863-644-4718

OCALA 352-237-6999

Burns Middle School next
school year, she goes in not
only with a new look, but with
a sense of accomplishment.
She was able to provide other

‘children with more than hair,

restoring a sense of confidence
and pride taken from them by

something out of their control.
For mote information on the
Locks of Love organization, visit
www.locksoflove.org, The Web .
site features galleties of donots
and recipients as well as local
salons that offer free cuts when
donating to the otganization.

: A
E._ S i M % (POI45648

wvew.tampabaypools.com
'W),a,ea,amyg Price Meet”  Membes, Tampa Boy Buiders Assodation, Flerida Swimming Pool

Buikding Qualty Pook Since 1987
6/MO : 100%

%W”‘m&

FREE IS'I'IHITIS

Beach Brandon
Apoilo Boar

505 WESTBROOK AVE

45592

Association and Befter Business Bureu

State Farm®

Terry Fink s.n

654.1320

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomingdale, lllinocis 61710

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

410 E. Bloomingdale Avenue ¢ Brandon
fax 653.2947

STATE FARM

l"SDIANC%

447639

Lic. 3694

SLOOMINGDALE PAINTING
“t0 Busoh, Of Quality”

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR ¢ PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

.. FREE ESTIMATES. —
P EXPERIENCED and

? RELIABLE

Bonded & Insured

Bloomingdale Resident
Tod Howard

458854
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Continued From Page 3

named section in Bloomingdale West,
held a fundraiser last year and applied
for a county minigrant to install signs at
the rear entrance to their section, on
Bloomingfield Drive at Paddlewheel
Drive. A sign at the section’s main
entrance on John Moore Road was
installed by the otiginal developer.

If residents of sections E and H
(adjacent and just east of Bloomingdale
Estates), show interest in the program,
the back of the Bloomingdale Estates
sign on Bloomingfield Drive will display
the name of their choice.

Residents of unnamed sections who
wish to participate in the program are
encouraged to speak with their neigh-
bors and circulate petitions or ballots
door to door to rally support. Petitions
ot ballots can be submitted by mail or in
petson to the Bloomingdale Communi-
ty Office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valri-
co, FL 33594 (office hours Monday
through Thursday, 7 to 11 a.m.; phone:
681-2051).

Interested neighbots ate also invited
to attend the BHA’s next meeting, set
for 7 p.m. July 7 at the community

HEARTS

office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road.
Neighborhood participation and
future selections will be announced in
the Gazette and on wwwblooming-
dalegazette.com. If you have any ques-
tions about the program, please call
Laura at 643-2990 or e-mail
info@bloomingdalegazette.com.

Neighborhood A
(sections Al, A2, A3, Ad)

Includes 201 residences on Green-
stone Place, Casaba Loop, Orange-
pointe Road, Orangecrest Street,
Greenford Street, Greenhook Place,
Sandpebble Drive and Briarpark Way.

Suggested names: Spring Hollow
Estates, Greenvale Estates, Springvale
Greens Reserve.

Neighborhood B (sections B1, B2)

Includes 117 residences on High-
grove Court, Briatlake Drive, Eastridge
Drive, Orangefield Place and Green-

-mark Lane.

Suggested names: Briatlake Villa Park,
Park Villa Estates, Natures Way Village.

Neighborhood C
(sections C1, C2, C3, C4)
Includes 226 residences on Redondo
Drtive, Fenner Court, Wasco Court,
Hollister Place, Herlong Coutt, Isleton
Drive, Caliente Drtive and Fortuna
Drve:
Suggested names: Casa Canoga, Park
West Estates, Parkview Estates.

Neighborhood E (section E)

94 residences on Bloomingfield
Drive, Windtree Court, Cloverhill
Court; Sweatleaf Court, Shady Nook
Drive and Oakmoss Drive.

Suggested names: Bloomingfield
Run, Bloomingfield Homes, Shady Hills
Court.

Neighborhood F (section FF)

85 residences on Elm Gtrove Lane,
Cameo Crest Lane, Springway Circle
and Fown View Place.

Suggested names: Natures Glen,
Glenhaven Way, Cameo Crest Glen,
Pinewood Retreat, Cameo Crest Cove,
Springhaven Resetve, Springway Cove.

Neighborhood H (sections H1, H3, H4)

228 residences on Paddlewheel Drive,
Sweatleaf Drive, Fallon Court, Cedar
Grove Drive, Denage Court, Fieldstone
Drive and Encina Drive, Bloomingfield
Drive, Van Reed Manor Drive.

Suggested names: Encina Heights,
Sweatleaf Village, Bloomingdale West
Village.

Neighborhood M (sections M1, M2)

154 residences on Turnbury Street,-
Dunaire Drive, Callista Avenue, Letona
Lane, Kristen Place, Santee Way, Holle-
man Drive, Bell Grande Drive, Haney
Court and Braun Way.

Suggested names: Bell Grande
Heights Hacienda Grande, Callista
Heights, Parkside, Valrico Heights.

Neighborhood O (section O)

126 residences on Lornewood Drive,
Carrie Wood Dtive, Ellenville Place,
Havenstone Way and Monte Lake
Drive..

Suggested names: Bloomingdale
Trace, Grand Oaks, Oakmont.

Continued From Page 3

and other library events.
Boody said the wall is dedi-
cated to the Friends of the
Library, and everyone who
sponsots a heart automatically
becomes a member of the

friends group.
Special stories are behind
many of the hearts, Boody said.
“The one for the Winslow
family is dedicated to my pat-

ents, who loved to read and:

were active in the library in my
hometown,” she said.

The heart dedicated to
Matthew and Megan Gillis was
purchased for them as a Valen-
tine’s Day gift. (

A single large heart incorpo-
rated into the display is dedicat-
ed to Ron and Kitty Smaller of
Brandon, who donated funds

to install the American flag and
pole outside the branch.

Eight heart plaques from the
original commission are stll
available. Once those are sold,
the friends will commission
another 20 from Vogt.

“We’ve also had folks indi-
cate they would love to have
something similar to take home
with them, so we’re working

with Lisa to develop that idea.”

Boody said the friends group
is very excited that the Hillsbor-
ough County Public Arts Com-
mittee liked the concept they
developed for the donot recog-
nition wall.

“We may also be looking for
canvas and fabtic/textile proj-
ects soon,” she said.

Jan Stein, the county’s public

arts committee cootdinatot, is
working with the friends group
to develop a plan to commis-
sion more artwork for the
branch. “We will be issuing a
‘call to artists’ in the near
future,” Boody said.

For information about the
friends group contact Boody at
275-3642 ot pwboody@teco-
energy.com.

Call Me For All Your
Real Estate Needs!

14 Years Experience In
Brandon / Tampa Market *

#/ / /{féﬂf‘ﬂadd/é

Home Theater

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL ¢ A/V - COMPUTERS * TELECOM

Let My Experience Make Your

We design and install...

Experience Worry Free

* From small TV rooms to luxurious cinemas
* Site-wide wireless computer networks and

TV in a mirror

DAVE PLOWMAN
call Me At 340-2207

http://daveplowman @ point2homes.biz

Pigiare
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Paint Stere
You can buy cheaper paint.
. - But it'll cost you more.

l Porter paints cover more surface area and stay up longer than lesser l
quality paints. So it actually costs less per square foot per year than
. some of those other brands. |

20% OFF your purchase with this coupon |

1
1 a2
|
1

PAINTS

Serving Residential & Contractors

4360 Lithia Pinecrest Rd (across from Lithia Springs Elementary) l

684-2800 I

5
Mon-Fri 7-5 » Sat 8-2 3
o«
|

| n— :

We Earn Our Stripes Every Day!™ 2 i

entertainment systems

Yes, we do...
* Prewire during construction

paint, and trim

We are experts in...

Component Video)

* Surround sound -- better than the movie theater

» Clean up after ourselves; plus, we patch holes,

» Advise you on: cable versus satellite, the right size
TV, and choosing the correct speakers

* Big screens, flat screens, (plasma, LCD, and DLP)
* Equipment centralization and hiding (no clutter!)

cai (813) 957-1584
for your free, detailed estimate today!

Owned and operated by Rob DeLuca,
_ Bloomingdale Resident for over 20 years

To see more of our completed projects,
visit our gallery at: www.hillsboroughav.com

that disappears
when turned off!

* Run wires behind walls and climb through attics

* High-definition video (HDMI, DVI, VGA, and
TV, computer, and
home security ac- [
cessable through =
a45”LCDTV =
mounted on the |
ceiling overthe & %
master bed. |

_ This 63" plasma
TV is connected
to a computer
and flush-
mounted into
the wall.

A45” LCD TV

in a custom weather-
proof enclosure

with speakers on an
open-air porch.




Bloomingdale Gets

Five-Star Service *

O F

Distinct Styl

ol VU B L

Brandon, FL 33511

‘the pleasure of
FIVE-STAR Service!

BRANDON
21 19 W. Brandon Blvd., Suite A,

684-9500 or 685-8545

Call Luana and discover

BSSELL

Homes Recently LISTED

In Bloomingdale

1224 Big Pine Drive $139,900
514 Sweetleaf Drive $205,938
4709 Stove Place Street.. $215,000
1307 Peachfield Drive $229900
1625 Shady Leaf Drive

4304 Arley Place

4603 Oak River Circle

119 Holly Tree Lane

1408 Queensbury Avenue .....$:

2004 River Crossing Drive ...$349,900
2330 Timbergrove Drive ......$359.900
2214 Eagle Bluff Drive ......... .$379,914

- 2233 Golf Manor Boulevard..$399,950
805 Cottage Hill Way $421,000
- 110 Hickory Creek Boulevard... $425,000

2216 Eagle Bluff Drive ..........$439,000
122 Hickory Creek Boulevard ...$525,000
902 Tomahawk Trail

$549,900

~ Five-Star Service

Homes Recently SOLD

_ In Bloomingdale

739 Fortuna Drive ‘ $175,000
3727 Greenford Street $182,500
514 Cedar Grove Drive $188,000
4028 Eastridge Drive... $200,000
3812 Orangepointe Road ......$198,000
3721 Casaba Loop $199,900
_ e $200,000
1243 Lomewood Drive $215,500
4418 River Overlook Drive ..$242,500
2707 Brookville Drive $245,000
1608 Oak Arbor Lane $266,900
2310 Longmore Circle
1834 Vista River Drive
4710 Portobello Circle ........ $287,000.
2328 Timbergrove Drive..... $312,000
4032 Eagles Nest Drive
4402 Maren Trace Lane...... $350,000
1010 Emerald Cre¢k Drive... $400,000
4306 Mahogany Wood Court .. $499,900
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