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Photo fram Al Higginbotham

Hillsborough County Commissioner Al Higginbotham launched a new program in June to offer monthly behind-the-scene county
tours to school and youth groups. The program kicked off in June with a visit from Boy Scout Troop 110 from Brandon. Pictured,
Higginbotham presents Boy Scout Mark Mayo and Scoutmaster Steve Saunders with a-key to the county. See story, page xx.

A Gazette Report

Hillsborough County Commissioner
Al Higginbotham launched a new pro-
gram: in June to offer behind-the-scene
tours once a month to school and youth
groups.

The tour includes a a mock election
in the Supervisor of Election’s office, a

visit to Traffic Services to see how traf-
fic at major intersections in the county

is monitored, and a visit to the county’s

television station, HTV22, among other
departments. The tour will end with a
brown bag lunch in Chillura Square,
where children can talk to the commis-
sioner about being an elected official and

other services the government provides.

“The success of any government is
dependant upon the input of its citizens.
It’s important that we teach our kids
how to be involved and contribute to

their county,” Higginbotham said.

The tours kicked off in June with a
See SCOUTS, Page 15
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4BR/3.5 BA/DEN + BONUS/3CG side-entry, 3,683 sf.
Looking for elegance & good taste? This is it! Nestied among
million dollar homes. Impressive high pitched elevation in
front & scenic view of the cak preserve in the back.
$775,000
Debbie Edwards 813-310-0226

AMAZING VALUE! 5
4BD/3.5BA/30G+Den+Bonus/Pool & Spa. 4,100sf. Elegant
home with unbellevable living space, Walk-in closets in all
bedrooms & gorgeous lot. Super location, highly desirable
schools & easy commute to Tampa & MacDIil.

$569,900
Debbie Edwards 813-310-0226
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4BD/3BA/3CG Side Entry/Den/Bonus & Paol/Spa. Apx
3,500sf of elegant living. Crown molding, 5" basebds,

granite counters, wood cabs w/glass inserts, wood & tile
floors, gas, wqooded backdrop & no rear neighbors.

Only $698,000
Debble Edwards 813-310-0226

STUNNING CANAL HOME
4BD/4BA+Den + Great Room + 3CG Pool and Spa.
3,550 sf with canal and dock.

Under $1 Million
Debble Edwards 813-310-0226

Ofﬁce_
(813) 685-0111

1540 Bloomingdale,

Valrico, Florida 33594
(Next Door to Bloomingdale H.S.)

RIVER HILLS BEAUTY!
3BR/2BA+Den/2CG. Completely updated home Is ready
“ for Instant move-in. Réal hardwood floors, ceramic &

Berber make an outstanding combo to please the most
discriminating buyer. Gated golf course community.

Super Price $319,900!
Joe Gambone 813-205-5170

GOLF COURSE POOL +
3BR/2BA+Den features lighted rottnua, wwww, we
new carpet, Corlan counters, Stainless Steel appliances,
enormous walk-In closet In master.

$339,900

Susan Nemiiz, 813-625-1261
SusanNemiiz.com

AWARD WINNING TOWNHOME!
3BD/2BA+ Den in Waterfront Resort-Style Community!
Huge master suite and beautiful fenced in Garden & Patio.
Amazing Price and Convenient Location!

$349,900
Debbie Edwards 813-310-0226
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STUNNING

4BD/4BA+ Den + Game Room/3 GG. 4,000 sf
conservation homeslte featuring pool and spa

$749,900
Debble Edwards 813-310-0226
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TWIN LAKES
4BR/3BA/3CG + bonus + Den. Over 1/3 acre + No
Back Neighbors. Fabulous View. Gated Pool & Tennis
Community with 11 acre park, playground & picnic area.

$380,000
Debbie Edwards 813-310-0226
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-+ SUN CITY GOLF FRONT
dolf Course Frontage & Serene View of Pond! Brand New
nome In Beautiful Aduft Community, 2BD/2BA/2CG, 1750sf.
$75K in upgrades & Professionally Decorated.
You Have To See This!

$449,900
Debble Edwards 813-310-0226

BRAND NEW TWO STORY!
4BD/ABA/3CG/Den+Bonus 3,600sf. Wood floors, Granite, Stainless
Appls, Crown Molding, Fireplace & MORE! Top rated schools & super
loc w/lots to do: biking tralls, parks, tennis, fitness ctr, comm Pool,

$699,900

Susan Nemitz 813-625-1261
SusanNemitz.com

Bt of

ELEGANT RESORT LIVING!
3BD/3BA+ Den/4th Room. Famlly Room, Living Room,
Screened Patio, Breakfast Bay, 2CG. 2,409 sf.

$369,900
Debble Edwards 813-310-0226

ONE ACRE WATERFRONT!

3BR/2BA on approx. 1 acre. Serene pond view w/treed
backdrop. 22x15 screened lanai, ceramic tile, vaulted

ceilings. Near 1-75, easy commute to Brandon, Tampa &
MacDill! Excellent schools, short drive to gulf beaches.

$228,900
Joe Gambone 813-205-5170

GOLF COURSE CONDO
2BD/2BA + Den 1,533sf on Golf Course. Gated Country Club
Comm. wivarious levels of membership enjoyment. Super
location near brand new mall area & close to toll roads &
major Hwys. Very upscale at a great price.

$225,000
Debble Edwards 813-310-0226

WATERFRONT RESORT
3BD/2BA/2CG 1,969 sf with expanded Master Suite!
Beautiful Garden & Patio. Stainiess Steel

Appliances included.

$375,900
Debble Edwards 813-310-0226

FULL SERVICE
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

CALL
813-310-0226

FOR EVALUATION

View Over 80,000 Homes On-Line at www.WeFoundAHome.com
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Required Tax Notice Riles Residents

By LAURA FRAZIER

A notice mailed in June to
Bloomingdale property owners
announced an upcoming public
hearing, but was misinterpreted by
many to be a tax bill or non-pay-
ment notice.

Derry Wilson, office. man-
ager for the Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District, fielded more than
100 phone calls and e-mail mes-
sages last month from concerned
residents who received the notice.

“Many people were upset

because they didn’t understand that
it was a notice for a public hearing,
not a bill,” Wilson said.

thought  the

Some letter

“A Bush Of Quality” .
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR  isired
PRESSURE WASHING

Bloomingdale Resident
Tod Howard

announced a new tax increase,
Wilson said.

“Voters already approved a $30
annual increase by special referen-
dum on the 2006 Primary Election
ballot,” she said.

The taxing districtboard adopted
the increase at a public hearing ear-
lier this year. The purpose of the
July 9 Learing is to notify residents
that the increase will be assessed
and collected this year by county
tax offices.

The increase, approved by voters
in 2006, will raise the annual fee
from $100 to $130 a year. The
special tax is included on property
tax bills issued in November by the

Hillsborough County Tax Collec-
tor. There is no separate bill for the
Bloomingdale tax, Wilson said.

Some homeowners contacted
the taxing district office and
Bloomingdale Gazette staff to say
they were offended by “the threat-
ening nature” of the notice.

Wilson empathized, but said
her office used a letter template
required by the county to announce
such hearings.

“The notice had to conformi with
Hillsborough County regulations

and is a copy of the sample they:
provide,” Wilson said. “Obviously:

See NOTICE, Page 4
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Public Hearing Set For July 9
MAILED NOTICE HAD ADDRESS TYPO

A public hearing to announce a 2006 voter-
approved $30 annual increase for property owners in
the Bloomingdale Special Taxing District area will be
held at 6:45 p.m. on Monday, July 9 at the Blooming-
dale Community Office.

A typo on notices mailed to residents in June trans-
posed two numbers in the address. The correct address
is 3509 Bell Shoals Road. The office is in the plaza
behind SunTrust Bank and Citgo gas station, Just
south of Bloomingdale Avenue: :

The public hearing will be held 6:45 p.m.on Monday,

July 9 at the Bloomingdale Community Office, 3509

Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, south of Bloomingdale
Avenue, behind SunTrust Bank and Citgo gas station.
For more information call (813) 684-6667 or e-mail
bloomingdale.district@verizon.net.

We have plenty of Ways

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES
§/ EXPERIENCED =
. and RELIABLE

0001899719-01

Feed your Llittle piggies for less!
FAMILY OF 4-6 EATS FOR

With
this ad!
Offer
expires
07/31/07
May not be used in
conjunction with ary
er offers or -

promotiont®

Ocr Piglet”

Pigay Pack mcludes

2 [bs of meat
( choice of two: pulled pork, chicken, sausage, brisket mammma)

2 large sides
(d\mce of two: Texas baked beans, homemade coleslaw, potato salad,
pasta salad, smoked green beans, garlic mashed potatoes,
smoked cinhamon apples; steamed broccoli, sweet cut corn)

8 dinnher rolls & 8 oz sauce
(sweet, mild or hot) =

?é;ymer

rer’
W L)) SOUTHERN BBQ

wpd Monde

The number to call is

6JQ-4BBQ

(813) 657-4227

Located at the intersection of Lithia
Pinecrest & Bloomingdale, behind

the Hess, next to the puppy store.

3331 Lithia Pinecrest Road

Check out cur webatts jayaer-quiccen for a complets menal

SAYYOUSAWITIN .
THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

.to make your smile bright.

Whitening  Crowns & Bridges ¢ Dental Implants
Oral Sedation Available  Most Procedures Completed In Office

Insurance Filed For You ¢ Extended Payment Plans Available

CALL TODAY
D.M.D.

Prcchcmg Fine Cosmetic
& Restorative Dentistry

Care Gredit Provider  Now Accepting New Patients

662-9233

to schedule your appointment

1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE e BRANDON

www.drbrantwade.com

0002167510-01
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Taxing District Respon5|ble For Maintenance

A Gazette Report

The Bloomingdale Special Taxing
District board holds open meetings at 7
p-m. on the second Monday each month
at the community office, 3509 Bell Shoals
Road. Following are frequently asked
questions about the organization. For
more information call (813) 684-6667, e-
mail bloomingdale.district@verizon.net
or visit www.bloomingdalegazette.com.

WHAT DOES BSTD STAND FOR?
Bloomingdale Special Taxing Dis-

trict.

WHAT IS A SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICT?

Special taxing districts are groups of
county taxpayers with a common inter-
est that requires special funding. Special
taxing districts allow members in any
given district to share common expenses
equitably by adding a special tax assess-
ment to the property tax bill of each dis-
trict member.

WHY DO WE HAVE A
SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICT?

The purpose of the BSTD is to main-
tain a reserve of funds to pay for commu-
nity repairs and improvements. A group
of Bloomingdale residents petitioned the
county in the mid 1980s to create a spe-
cial taxing district for the Bloomingdale
area. The Board of County Commission-

ers approved the petition and the BSTD
was formed.

WHAT AREA DOES
THE BSTD ENCOMPASS?

The BSTD area includes every home
in Bloomingdale East and West, with the
exception of River Crossing Estates in
Bloomingdale East, which was built on a

parcel of land not identified on the origi-

nal Bloomingdale plats used to determine
the district.

HOW MUCH DOES
IT COST RESIDENTS?

The taxing district assessment for
fiscal year 2007 is $100 per residence. In
November 2006, a2 majority of homeown-
ers in the district approved a $30 per year
increase. A. $130 per year assessment per
residence will go into effect in Fiscal Year
2008.The assessment is added to each
homeowner’s annual property tax bill.
The new assessment, at $130 per lot or
condominium, will generate $663,520
total revenue for the district’s fiscal year
2008.

WHO DECIDES HOW
TO SPEND THE MONEY?

A volunteer board of trustees manages
the expenditure of BSTD funds. The
trustees, all Bloomingdale homeown-

ers living within the district, hold open
meetings once a month to plan mainte-
nance and improvement projects. There
are currently seven members serving on
the BSTD board: president Thom Snel-
ling, vice-president Russell Jones, trea-
surer David West and trustees David
Steck, Joe Harless, Joe Liguori, and Jim
Laughlin.

Each May, the board invites all
Bloomingdale residents to attend the
taxing district’s annual budget meeting.
The meeting is advertised in local news-
papers including the Gazette and on
www.bloomingdalegazette.com. Resident
input is taken into consideration in decid-
ing which projects are to be included in
the upcoming budget. Once the budget is
approved by the Board of County Com-
missioners, it is put in line for capital
expenditures approval, a process that can
carry over into the next fiscal year.

WHO OVERSEES
MAINTENANCE PROJECTS?

Bloomingdale’s property manager, Al
Devney of DPMI Property Manage-
ment, Inc., serves as a project coordinator
for maintenance and improvement proj-
ects approved by the board of trustees.
Devney also provides regular inspections
of Bloomingdale’s common areas, entry-
ways and irrigation systems.

Property Manager's Report

Bloomingdale’s Property Man-
ager, Al Devney of DPMI Property
Management, Inc., serves as a proj-
ect coordinator for maintenance and
improvement projects approved by the
Bloomingdale Special Taxing District
board of trustees. He also provides
regular inspections of Bloomingdale’s
common areas, entryways and irriga-
tion systems. To report a community
maintenance need, call Devney at (813)

684-6667 or ¢-mail bloomingdale.dis-

trict@verizon.net.
JUNE 2007 PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

Danielle Fence replaced a 6-foot.sec-
tion of vandalized aluminum fence on

Erindale.

Morningstar Electric replaced two van-
dalized lights at the Heritage Park
entrance and re-connected the electric
cables to the new TECO light pole

at the corner of Glenhaven and Bell
Shoals Road.

Hartline is in the process of painting the
section of wall behind the new bus stop
on Glenhaven at Bell Shoals Road.
The wall was splattered with concrete
during construction and could not be
cleaned off with a pressure washer.

The pre-bid meeting for the tree trim-
ming contract was held May 22. Four
contractors attended the meeting and
were taken on a tour of the area and
were shown the trees that need to be
trimmed. Each tree was clearly marked
with an orange dot.

There was a car-versus-wall on Nature’s
Way and Hickory Ridge. There is
an accident report on file and there
appears to be insurance coverage. This
is the fourth accident this year.

Planscape Inc installed four Oak trees

on Nature’s Way, 300 ornamental
peanut plants in the second median of
Greenhollow and 14 “Knock Out” red
roses at the intersection of Culbreath

and Erindale.

Specialty Pressure Washing has been
watering the flower beds and oak trees
for the last month. Verizon has been
called concerning the dead grass and
bushes in the common areas. The con-
tractor who installed the fiber optic
lines for Verizon has contacted this
office with a solution to the problem.

In the land of eat, drink and pitch out
the window, DPMI picked up 24 bags
of trash, five dresser drawers, a tele-
phone, an aluminum post and eight
cents. Additionally, there were 32
snipe signs removed and 18 light bulbs
replaced. The beverages of the month
were Mountain Dew for soft drinks,
Miller High Life for beer and Absolut
Vodka for distilled spirits.

WHAT ARE THE
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BSTD?

The taxing district is responsible for
the maintenance of and improvements to
the community’s common areas includ-
ing landscaping along our feeder roads
(Natures Way, Culbreath, Bloomingfield,
etc.), perimeter walls, all major and most
minor entryways, landscaping, irrigation,
etc. The taxing district’s area of respon-
sibility does not include county-owned
property such as roads, parks, sidewalks,

street signs, etc.

IS THE TAXING DISTRICT A
DIVISION OF THE
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION?

The Bloomingdale Special Taxing
District and Bloomingdale Homeown-
ers Association operate independently
of each other. For more information
about the homeowners association, call
(813) 681-2051, e-mail bloomingdale.
homeowners@verizon.net, or visit www.
bloomingdalegazette.com.

HOW CAN I REPORT A
MAINTENANCE NEED TO THE BSTD?
Residents may report repair or

improvement needs to property manager
Al Devney, (813) 6667 or e-mail bloom-
ingdale.district@verizon.net.

NOTICE

From page 3

in the future I think it would be a
good idea for any districts that mail
these notices to include a friendly
letter of their own that more clearly
explains the intent.”

Bloomingdale’s  special  tax
assessment pays for common area
maintenance, repair and improve-
ments throughout the community.
The 2007 assessment, at $130 per
lot or condominium, will gener-
ate $663,520 total revenue for the
district’s fiscal year 2008.

The public hearing will be held
6:45 p.m. on Monday, July 9 at
the Bloomingdale Community
Office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road,
Valrico, south of Bloomingdale
Avenue, behind SunTrust Bank
and Citgo gas station. Regular
office hours are 8 a.m. to noon
Monday through Thursday. For
more information contact Wilson
at (813) 684-6667 or blooming-
dale.district@verizon.net.
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Who Do You Trust in a Changing Market?

Through two World Wars, economic depression, hurricanes, earthquakes and more, we have
supported our customers in completing their transactions successfully for over 100 years.
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4BR/4BA ¢ 2,583 sq. ft.
$326,000 » MLS# T2247420
Vivi Lewis, 685-7755

4BR/2.5BA = 2,018 sq. ft.
$272,900 » MLS# 72248180
Sara Maguire, 685-7755

3BR/2BA * 1,521 5q. 1,
$211,000 » MLS#T2247019
Susan Delaney, 685-7755

3BR/2BA ¢ 2,106 sq. ft.
$260,000 » MLS#T2241845
Kathy Santana, 685-7755

4BR/3BA = 2,609 sq. ft.
$325,000 » MLS# 72245154
Elaine Fox, 685-7755

4BR/2.5BA * 2,613 sq. ft
$329,900 » MLS# T2206128
JoJo Hulett, 685-7755

$239,900  MLS#T2246740
Laura Callan, 685-7755
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3BR/2 5BA = 1 644 Q. ﬂ : 3BR/2.5BA » 2,187 sq ft.
$197,900 « MLS# 72248861  $285,000 * MLS# 72250381
Gary Distler, 662-1610 Dawnett Plagge, 662-1610

~ 4BR/2BA © 2,069 sq. ft.
$299,900  MLS# 72248038
Diane Smeed, 662-1610

JBRI3BA * 2471 sa.ft.
$358,900 » MLS#T2243928
Judy Schmidt, 662-1610

4BR/3BA * 2,256 5q. f.
$304,900 » MLS# 72246739
Barbara McGinnis, 662-1610

3BR/2BA » 1,859 5q. ft.
$274,900 « MLS# 12234771
Rufino Perez, 662-1610

4BR/3BA » 2,618 sq. ft.
$389,000 » MLS#T2230195
Susan Marques, 662-1610
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Homeowners Association Represents All Residents

[ Membership notices

mailed in June

A Gazette Report

Dues notices for the Bloom-
ingdale Homeowners Associa-
tion’s 2007 Membership Drive
were mailed in June to about
5,000 property owners. The
association uses county tax rolls
from the previous year to com-
pile its mailing address list. Res-
idents who recently purchased
homes in the community and
those who rent but do not own
property may not be on the cur-
rent mailing list. Dues payments
may be mailed or delivered to
the Bloomingdale Community
Office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road,
Valrico, FL. 33594. The office
is open 7 a.m. to noon Monday
through Thursday.

Following are frequently
asked questions about the BHA.
For more information call (813)

681-2051, e-mail bloomingdale.
homeowners@verizon.net or visit
www.bloomingdalegazette.com.

WHEN WAS THE BHA
FORMED?
The Bloomingdale Hom-

eowners Association was orga-

nized in August 1980 during
the early development of the
Bloomingdale community.

WHAT IS THE
MEMBERSHIP AREA?

The  membership  area
includes all homes in Bloom-

ingdale East, Bloomingdale

West and Bloomingdale Oaks,
plus select neighboring areas
whose residents actively sup-
port BHA programs and activi-

=esela”

ties, including Dogwood Hills,
Hickory Ridge, Hickory Creek
and Butler Road. The BHA
is the only homeowners asso-
ciation representing the entire
Bloomingdale: community, an
area roughly encompassing
Hillsborough County sections
11,12, 13 and 14 / township 30
/ range 20 and section 7 / town-
ship 30 / range 21.

DOES THE BHA COVER
SECTIONS THAT HAVE
THEIR OWN MANDATORY
ASSOCIATION?
The Bloomingdale Hom-

eowners Association is a uni-
fying, umbrella organization
which serves homeowners in all
40 sections of the community.
It is the only organization that
represents and serves the entire
community. A few neighbor-
hood sections within Bloom-
ingdale are also represented by

Unmatiched
expertlise means

smaller, individual homeowner
associations, such as Fox Run,
Bloomingdale Cove and Cam-
bridge Cove.

HOW MANY
MEMBERS ARE THERE?

Over the course of more than
25 years, the association’s mem-
bership area has grown from
a few hundred homes to more
than 5,000 residences.

HOW MUCH ARE DUES?

" Voluntary annual member-
ship dues are $25 per home. The
BHA is a non-profit, all-volun-
teer 501(c)(4) organization.

WHAT ARE THE OBJECTIVES
OF THE BHA?

To promote a spirit of neigh-
borly relations and cooperation
among the community’s resi-
dents and property owners.

\ unmatched comfort

Wilhelm

Same As Cash*

6 Months
No Payments

0002092460-01 C1

Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Ruskfin,gFL 335704504 pROS .zx,x.'_/wgg.n
813-641-1811 =
CAC1814397 G 4
\Ze www.wilhelmhtgandac.com
> Free estimates on replacement equipment
> Factory-trained NATE certified technicians - Al

> No extra charge Saturdays or Sundays

Finance charges will accrue on the purchase from the date of purchase but no minimum monthly payments will be due prior to the promation
expiration date as indicated on your billing statement, and if you pay the cash sales price of the purchase prior to the promotion expiration date,
1o finance charges will be due on the purchase. Standard APR is 19.50%; Default Rate APR is 26.99%. Minimum monthly finance charge s §.50.

.'.J |-
@

Turn to the Experts.

To promote, coordinate and
obtain improved utilities, gov-
ernmental services and other

" beneficial improvements for the

community.

To maintain high standards
in the community and vigor-
ously oppose any encroachment
or conduct of any kind which
may tend to lower the standards
of the community.

To promote physicalimprove-
ments to the community for the
common good of its property
owners and residents, and to
oppose any act which may tend
to depreciate the property values
in the community.

WHAT ARE DUES
MONIES USED FOR?

Membership dues are the
BHA’s sole source of funding.
The dues allow the organiza-

See BHA, Page 7

BHA Thanks Dues
Drive Assembly Line

The Bloomingdale
Homeowners Associa-
tion would like to thank
the many neighborhood
volunteers, high school
students and board
members who helped
assemble and prepare
more than 5,000 dues
notices for mailing in
June. Students who
helped and would like
to receive community
service hours from
their school may bring
their service form to
the office for validation
Monday - Thursday
from 7 a.m. to noon, or
call (813) 681-2051.
To receive notices about
future volunteer oppor-
tunities, call the office or
register to receive
BHA News Alerts
on www.bloomingdale-
gazette.com.

s
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BHA

THE BLOOMINGDALE

From page 6

tion’s volunteers to run programs
and activities that benefit the
community as a whole, includ-
ing:

NEIGHBORHOOD |
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

BHA volunteers continually
strive to promote and enforce
compliance with each section’s
deed restrictions and Hillsbor-
ough County codes and ordi-
nances. Residents can report
potential violations on the com-
munity Web site or by calling
the community office to request
a complaint form.

GAZETTE

The official newspaper of the
BHA since 1980, the Gazette
provides vital local information
to residents. It is delivered to all
homes in the BHA membership
area on the first Saturday each
month, along with The Tampa
Tribune.

BLOOMINGDALE WEB SITE

Initially launched in January
2000, www.bloomingdalega-
zette.com provides timely news,
information and event listings.
Residents can join the com-
munity’s free, “confidential e-
mail list to receive “BHA News
Alerts” about breaking news and

N GDALE

time-sensitive matters.

BLOOMINGDALE HIGH
SCHOOL
The BHA supports the edu-

cation and extracurricular activi-
ties of our community’s high
school students with an annual
endowment.

B. ). STELTER BLOOMINGDALE
COMMUNITY SCHOLARSHIP

Established in 2006, the
scholarship is awarded annually
to one or more Bloomingdale
High School seniors. Scholar-
ship applications are available
year-round at the school and on
the community Web site. |

GHBORMHOOD

BLOOMINGDALE COMMU-
' NITY OFFICE

The BHA shares the Bloom-
ingdale community office and
staff with the Bloomingdale
Special Taxing District. Hours
are 7 am. to noon Monday
through Thursday.

NEIGHBORHOOD PRIDE
PROGRAM

Introduced in 2002 to pro-
mote a sense of pride in own-
ership and community by
encouraging neighbors to clean
up and improve their homes,
yards, ‘and streets. The BHA
supports the efforts of Neigh-
borhood PRIDE teams in each

section. :

NEWS

NEIGHBORHOOD NAME AND
SIGN PROGRAM

Ten of Bloomingdale’s 40
neighborhood sections were not
officially named by the original
developer. The BHA introduced
this program to allow homeown-
ers in those sections to choose a
name and have entryway. signs
installed. Currently, nine of those

ten sections are officially named;

six received new entryway signs.

COMMUNITY CLEANUP DAYS

The BHA, with a grant from
Hillsborough County and the
assistarice of the Parks & Rec-

reation Dept., conducts annual

See BHA, Page 19
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PET SITTING

YOUR PET, YOUR HOME,
MY CARE

- w b, Do you go on a lot of business trips?
{ 0 ¢ Are you going on vacation?
' St Do you work long hours?

[ If you answered YES to any of these

LOOK FOR
OUR SECOND
LOCATION
COMING SOON
TO NORTH
BRANDON!

0002167253-01

) y ' HOME & PET CARE
657-5920

Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P.

awn | Rail-Road-Themed
CLY VAR Office and Exam Rooms Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P.
CRELL SIS Separate Well-Visit and Alicia Medrano Ong, M.D., FA.A.P.
pmg Sick-Visit Entrances Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P.

Rosalinda P.Tiongco, A.R.N.P.
Joyce I. Young, A.R.N.P.

', LRI Courtesy Prenatal visits choose your
odale for-ovey: 8 yedrs |\ Pedighician before your baby is o

v | ISmiﬁzg--BIQoff_

MoONTHLY RATES - NO CONTRACTS | e =c aw
Services Include 3 o T s i & T T
» Lawn » Tree Trimming | |ttt ittt -ttt (e b
| NADAL PEDIATRICS
o= » Mulching  Sod Laying i :
CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS '
* Fertilizing » Weed Killing h :
330 East Bloomingdale Ave. 376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Call Jeff for Free Estimate Brandon, Florida 33511 Brandon, Florida 33511
Lithia Office 737-6707 ¢ Cell 503-2828 (813) 655-0292 (813) 681-7101
8am-8pm Mon-Thurs 8am-5pm Mon-Fri

, . 8am-5pm Fri
SAY YOU SAWIT IN

www.nadalpediatrics.com
THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

0002175840-01
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BLOOMINGDALE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

BHA Invites Neighbors To Help With Projects, Programs

A Gazette Report

The Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association, Inc. board of directors uses
a committee-based approach to help its
volunteers focus on 18 unique areas of
interest and services.

Association president Ted Grable
and vice president Joe Hickle oversee
four committee groups: Association
Services, Community Services, Neigh-
borhood Improvement and Government
Services. : ‘

More neighbors are needed to help
accomplish the goals set forth by each
committee. Those who wish to partici-
pate in committee projects or programs
are not required to hold a seat on the
BHA board.

For more information about the-
following projects and programs, call
(813) 681-2051, e-mail bloomingdale.
homeowners@verizon.net or visit www.
bloomingdalegazette.com.

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE
The Gazette committee is charged
with providing a quality monthly pub-
lication to present pertinent and timely

L]

The BHA holds annual cleanup days funded in part by a grant from Hillsborough County’s Office of Neighborhood Relations. Clean-

information to the residents of Bloom-
ingdale and surrounding communities.
The committee enlists the services of an
editor and various reporters and photog-
raphers to gather publication content.

ups are announced in the Gazette and on www.bloomingdalegazette.com.

BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE WEB SITE

The committee is responsible for
operating the official BHA web site, at
" The

www.bloomingdalegazette.com.

i

~ BRANDON VALRICO

= Behind on hoilse
PAYMENTS?

= Can’t afford to stay
in your home?

site provides useful information about
Bloomingdale and the BHA. It also pro-
vides information on the Bloomingdale
Special Taxing District, local and state

government services, schools and com-
munity contacts. A confidential e-mail

See PROJECTS, Page 10

iIN VALRICO
WITH

Your Auto Dealer
Alternative

» Tires = Alignment » Brake Service -
o Tung-Ups * Transmission Flush
* Coolant Flush = Fuel System Cleaning
 A/C Service ® Shocks & Struts

3

¢ Scheduled Warranty Service
o General Repairs ® Belts ® Hoses

FULL SERVICE
OIL CHANGE "

Not Valid with other offers.

& SERVICE CENTER

10% OFF

1 ANY MAINTENANCE or
1 REPAIR SERVICE

NotValid with other offers.

Exp. 7/31/07 (BN5)

Exp. 7/31/07 (BN10)

V2 nd W

Call Today

3231 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.

813.643.7200

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8am-6pm Sat. 8am-5pm Sun Closed

[
5 miIcHELIN

0002167271-01
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4 bedroom/2 bath home
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C/J: is outsells the average Realtor more r/mn 1 0-1!

813.425.5923

SELLER GUARANTEES & BENEFITS

6 months No Payments* Buy Before You Sell!

HNSON

Guaranteed Sale Program | Unbeatable Track Record | Professional
Photography & Video Team of Home Selling Specialists |

'VALRICO
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, 3-Way split plan, agl e
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100% Risk Free | Luxury Home Specialist

www. YOURADDRESS.com
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“Chris is honest and dedicated to his customers. | simply won’t work with anyone
else in the real estate business here in Florida. Chris sets the bar by which
other real estate agents should be measured DeStefano Famt!y
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PROJECTS

From page 8

registry on the site allows resi-
dents to sign up for “‘BHA News
Alerts.” The committee enlists
the services of a Web site pro-

vider, administrator and content.

editor.

BHA MEMBERSHIP

The committee is responsible
for the BHA’s annual member-
ship drive. It updates notice let-
ters and mailing lists, and prints,
assembles and mails notices
to residents. The committee
records and deposits member-
ship dues payments and provides
the BHA board with timely
financial reports.

VOLUNTEER REGISTRY

The committee solicits, coor-
dinates and corresponds with
volunteers needed to assist with
BHA projects, programs and
events.

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE

The committee represents
the Bloomingdale community
in the annual Greater Brandon
Fourth of July Parade. It enters
a caravan or float decorated in
national colors and invites resi-

dents to ride in the parade.

SANTA AND MRS. CLAUS

Santa and Mrs. Claus visit
Bloomingdale one Saturday each
December to give Bloomingdale
residents of all ages an oppor-
tunity to talk with Santa, have
their picture taken and receive a
small gift courtesy of the BHA.
In exchange for the free visit,
Santa and Mrs. Claus request a
donation of non-perishable food
items to be delivered to local
charities prior to the holidays.

YARD OF THE MONTH

The committee selects and
photographs a Yard of the
Month, to be announced in the
Gazette.

COMMUNITY SCHOLARSHIP

Created to honor the. out-
standing career of BJ Stelter,
principal of Bloomingdale Senior
High School from 1991- 2005,
this committee supports the
efforts that result in the award
of an annual college scholarship
to one or more Bloomingdale
High students. It organizes and
administrates all aspects of the
scholarship process from appli-
cations and overseeing the selec-
tion committee to awarding ‘the

“_ UOw AN L E
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The BHA holds an annual community appreciation dinner to recognize neighborhood volunteers and com-
munity leaders. Pictured at the 2007 dinner are BHA board member George May, former Bloomingdale
High School principal B. ). Stelter and Mary and Ted Grable, BHA president.

winning student(s) and disburs-
ing the funds.

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISERS

The committee was created
to provide grants for further edu-
cation to Bloomingdale students
at Bloomingdale Senior High
School. It is comprised of BHA

board members and Blooming-

dale residents. The committee
acquires funds to award schol-
arships to graduating seniors,
through a variety of fundraising
activities.

RESTRICTIONS & COUNTY
CODES

The committee consists of

ENROLL NOW_FOR 2007-08

iPreschool, VPK aud Begore € Apten Sclod

FREE PRE-K (VPK).

« Must Be 4 Years Old
» Must Be a FL. Resident

Science, Spanish & French
« Field Trips to the Theatre
» Limited Spaces Available

Language and Creativity

« 3hr VPK with Pay for Rest of Day Option
» Preparing Children for National Kindergarten
» Accelerated Pre-K Curriculum with Math,

« Preschool Curriculum Prepares Children
for National Kindergarten Standards:
Math, Science, Emergent Literacy, Foreign

kadsitikads

SCHOOL OF QUALITY LEARMIFCG

Spring

A NAEYC ACCREDITED CENTER

LIMITED AVRILABELITY -

CHC#431024

CALL TODAY!

e "'“ v oo ) \(
_ @] (53ks) 7/ =(3322(0)(
www.KidsRKidsValrico.com ® 4321 Lynx Paw Trail, Valrico (Across from Lithia Springs Elementary)
Transportation to & from Alafia, Bevis, Lithia Springs, Cimino & FishHawk Creek

- Open Mon-Fri 6:00am-6:30pm
« Secure Code Access Entry

» Family Owned and Operated

» Free Secure Internet Viewing

« Extracurriculars: Dance, Karate,

Computers, Science, Health,
Tutoring Speech, Pathology

« Active Learning Curriculum for

~ Infants & Toddlers

» Incorporated Hands-On Whole
Language Learning

« ASQ Assessment with Parent/
Teacher Conferences in Fall &

» Trained Professional Staff: Fully
Screened, Certified in First Aid
& CPR; Specialists & Degreed
Teachers for all Age Groups

- Lending Library with Thousands of |
Books & Videos

« Nutritious Meals & Snacks Served

00| 67238401

three or more board members
who review the inspection find-
ings of properties reported to be
in non-compliance with Bloom-
ingdale deed restrictions and/or
Hillsborough County codes. If
necessary, the committee deter-
mines the next level of action the
BHA will take to obtain compli-
ance by the offending property

OWnNErs.

COMMUNITY CLEANUP DAYS

The committee organizes
semi-annual cleanup days at
the Hillsborough County Parks
Maintenance facility on Nature’s
Way in Bloomingdale East. At

| these events (generally held in

April and October each year),
residents are invited to bring
all items of trash and waste
not normally accepted during
weekly trash service. It also pro-
vides personal pick-up of refuse
by appointment for the elderly
and disabled.

NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK

The network serves as a
clearing-house and  referral
organization for Bloomingdale

/ residents who may not be able

to care for their home or prop-
erty due to reasons beyond their
control. Qualifying causes may
be age, illness, death of a spouse,
and temporary unemployment.
The committee accepts referrals

See PROJECTS, Page 11
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PROJECTS

PARKS AND RECREATION

From page 10

from the BHA Enforcement
Committee and residents who
become aware of neighbors with
special needs. It offers referrals
to local charitable and govern-
mental agencies that can provide
appropriate assistance, including
the Hillsborough County Office
of Neighborhood Relations,
Dept. of Community Health
and Social Services, Aging Ser-

vices and Housing and Commu-

nity Code Enforcement Dept.

NEIGHBORHOOD PRIDE

The committee corresponds
with and assists residents inter-
ested forming Neighborhood
PRIDE teams. When a team is
formed, the committee acts as
the liaison between the team and

the BHA board. It also coordi-

nates the Bloomingdale Neigh-
borhood Naming and Signage
Program.
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The committee monitors
the appearance of and improve-
ments to Bloomingdale Parks
East and West, including the

_ Stephanie Culbertson Recre-

ation Center. It works closely
with the county parks and rec
department on items such as
park landscaping and signage,
reporting of problems that may
arise (vandalism, loitering), pond
cleanup and proper use of the
park facilities. It also works with
the director of the recreation
center regarding programs and
activities for the community.

PUBLIC SAFETY

The committee assists the
BHA and Bloomingdale resi-
dentsby communicating with the
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s
Office and Fire Rescue Depart-
ment to promote improve-
ments to neighborhood safety
and security. It works closely

A
i
»

NEIGHBORUHOOD

N EWS

With the assistance of Hillsborough County’s Parks Department, BHA volunteers monitor activity and
address maintenance and improvement needs at two county facilities, Bloomingdale East Park on Natures
Way, and Bloomingdale West Park on Canoga Park Drive.

with Bloomingdale’s Commu-
nity Resource Deputy and the
Bloomingdale Area Community neighborhoods to monitor for

N\

Council. It may also establish
community volunteers to patrol

undesirable or potentially illegal

activities,

See PROJECTS, Page 12
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o) Exclusively Small Animals
A Full Service Animal Hospital
* INTERNAL MEDICINE * DENTISTRY * DIGITAL RADIOGRAPHY * SURGERY
* In-House Laboratory Diagnostics * Emergencies & Walk-ins Welcome
813-681-9080
5484 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Lithia, Florida 33547 (Carner of Fishhawk Blvd. and Lithia Pinecrest Rd.)
www . VCFishHawKk.com
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...because life does not wait |
www.hbphoto.com !

813.476.7173

Troubled by Bloe & forms?
Having difficulty getting sppolntmente”?
~ Tired of long Wk room visits?

Plain édam Aeems got you down?
Feeling like just another number?|

Premier Cane Dediatrics,

We have answers.

¢ Blue and Gold forms provided at
well visits

e Accepting new appointments

* Your time is important. We
minimize waiting time

e Engaging, themed exam rooms

e Quality of care is more important
_than numbers
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(813) 657-7337

Fishhawk Office Park

16637 Fishhawk Blvd., Suite 101 e Lithia, FL 33547
{(behind Taco Bell/Long John Silvers)

http://www.premiercarepeds.com
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From page 1l

PUBLIC WORKS

The committee acts as a liaison between the
BHA and the Hillsborough County Public Works
Dept. and county planning agencies. It commu-
nicates with county staff in an effort to improve
and maintain roadways and utilities in and around
Bloomingdale. It also monitors the current condi-
tions and future needs of the community.

SCHOOLS
The committee represents the BHA on issues
of education and schools in the School District
of Hillsborough County. It fosters regular com-

NEWS

munication with principals and PTA presidents
at Bloomingdale High, Burns Middle, Alafia
Elementary and Cimino Elementary schools. It
monitors issues related to the general quality of
public schools including funding, school boundar-
ies, facilities, staffing and programs.

APPRECIATION DINNER

The committee organizes the annual BHA
Community Appreciation Dinner to recognize
individuals who actively support the homeown-
ers association’s mission to ensure the community
remains a great place in which to live. Invitees
include volunteers serving the BHA, Blooming-
dale Special Taxing District, Bloomingdale Oaks
Special Taxing District, along with local elected
officials and county staff who work closely with
the BHA and taxing district.

Bloomingdale Homeowner’s Association, Inc.

Committee Organization

BHA
Board of
Directors
i
I — I
' . President
Vice President Ted Grable Treasurer/Secretary
Joe Hickle ; Pam Liguori
| | | |
Association Community Neighborhood Government
Services Services Improvement Services
(Ted Grable) (Joe Hickle) (Joe Hickle) (Ted Grable)
Bloomingdale July 4 Parade %Ziiisfg:teiﬁ?:nf Parks &
= Gazette == Joe Hickle (D) Joe Hickle (D) Recreation =
Joe Liguori Joni chk'e Myron Magedanz (D) Lydla Hal'l'od (D)
Santa & Mrs : i
BGO Website = Neighborhood Public Safety i
Ted Grable (D) sy |i-ram Liguor (D), Cleanup i Shelia Harris (D)
Joe Liguori Lydia Harrod (D)
Comml:;;\i\r[:g;ermation ||| Yard of the Month Neighborhood Public Works
o Lydia Harrod (D) Assist Network [ George May (D) r
Joni Hickle Dale Kahn (D g y
Pam Liguori (D) ale Kahn (D)
BJ Stelter :
‘ Bloomingdale -Neighborhood
Membership Il scholarship PRIDE =
Stan Lee (D) Dale Kahn (D) Shelia Harris (D)
S’:%'L‘gf;;hip Deed Restriction
. er e
Volunteer Registry Exp!ratlon =
Lydia Harrod (D) Geolgeaib) Joe Hickle (D)

(D) = BHA Director
July 1, 2007
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BHA, County Help Neighbors Address Restrictions, Violations

A Gazette Report

A primary objective of the
Bloomingdale =~ Homeowners
Association Inc. is to maintain
high standards in the commu-
nity, and to vigorously oppose
any encroachment or conduct
that may tend to lower the stan-
dards of the community.

BHA volunteers will assist
neighbors who wish to resolve
common  deed  restriction
complaints such as trash cans
stored in view of the street, cars
parked on grass, boats parked
in driveways and insufficient
yatrd maintenance. Residents
can_submit complaints online
at  www.bloomingdalegazette.
com, or e-mail bloomingdale.
homeowners@verizon.nét, - or
call (813) 681-2051.

Houses in serious states
of disrepair and those with
potential health and safety
hazards should be reported to
Hillsborough County’s Code
Enforcement department for
investigation. Examples include
decaying or dilapidated struc-
tures including roofs, broken
windows, overgrown or dead
trees, swimming pools without
screen or fence enclosures, and
an accumulation of trash or yard
waste. Residents can. submit
complaints online at www:hill- -
sboroughcounty.org/hcce or call
(813) 641-6946. Residents who
register complaints with the
county are also encouraged to
advise the homeowners associa-
tion of their concerns.

For common propérty main-
tenance needs, such as broken
sprinkler heads, graffiti on
community propeity, damaged
entryway signs and landscap-
ing issues, residents can contact
Al Devney, property manager
for the Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District, at (813) 684-
6667 or e-mail bloomingdale.
district@verizon.net, :

THE BLOOMINGDALE
GAZETTE
(813) 681-2051
. Fax: (813) 684-2358

NEWS

MINGDALE NEIGHBORHOOD

g B

Photo from Bloomingdale Homeowners Association
In response to inquiries from neighbors, BHA volunteers contacted County Code Enforcement officials to inquire about an abandoned,
fire-damaged home in.Chadd's Ford, pictured. Volunteers reported in June that certified letters sent to the homeowner by the county were
returned unclaimed. In addition, notices are posted at the residence, If the property owners do-not respond this month, the county will begin
the process to assess fines and take further action. The BHA will continue to monitor the situation, -

Installs over new Dfsﬁggg:,r

or existing gutters Total Home Protection
NG Means
NO Poal Cage Gutter flooding
NO Stucco rot
NO Mold and mildew

NO Bug and insect infestation

More than
Gutter Protection

* Handles winds up to 70 mph.
* Handles up to 22" of rain
: * Lifetime Guarantee
@ = : * Professionaliy installed

3 All the rain goes in.
~ Leaves and debris stay out!
Featured on:

eenn |

A O PBS CBS® npe

OO0 105025

(b\‘ Gutter
-Helmet
1-800-924-3563

‘www.GutterHelmetFla.com.

..-.------------.-‘
TR DR

Call NOW

and see how our
effective gutter systems
can protect your home.

*Callfor mona defafs, Must be prasent at tme of estimata, Offer subject o ehange wilhool Hatice. Nt valid with &y other
offars andior promolions. Not responsible for lypos or miprints. 4For qualified buyars, Financing providad by tird party provider,  we memes
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‘County Launches New Mosquito Prevention Initiative

A Gazette Report

Hillsborough County Mos-
quito and Aquatic Weed Con-
trol in June introduced new
services to inform and educate
residents about mosquito pre-
vention and safety. The county
also rolled out a new informa-
tional web site and a Scouting
badge program on mosquito
prevention. :

The new web site includes
frequently asked questions
about mosquito control and

prevention; alerts on what parts
of the county are seeing high
mosquito counts and where they
will be spraying; and informa-
tion on the many ways that the
section surveys and treats areas
to prevent mosquito breakouts.

The site also includes details
about the section’s many vehi-
cles, including a fixed-wing
plane, and how mosquito con-
trol has changed radically over
the years. To visit the website,

visit  hillsboroughcounty.org,
click on the A-Z Index link,
then select “Mosquito and
Aquatic Weed Control.”
Mosquito Control is intro-
ducing the first Scouting badge
program focusing on mosquito
control in the state. The sec-
tion has worked with the Girls
Scouts of Suncoast Council in
developing the Scouting badge,
and will host their first Girl
Scout troop this month to take

part in the badge program.

The badge activities include
building 2 dipper and learning
how to inspect for mosquito
larvae at home; learning about
aerial operations and the explor-
ing the section’s helicopter; visit-

-ing the section’s sentinel chickens

and mosquito traps, and dis-
covering their role in detecting
mosquito-induced diseases; and
learning more about biological
controls, such as Gambusia fish

(mosquito fish).

Residents in neighborhoods
experiencing mosquito = prob-
lems can call the section to
request treatment, (813) 554-
5025. During the rainy season,
the section is often flooded with
requests for service. It uses a
combination of citizen requests,
employee observations and trap
counts to determine the areas of
highest infestation and need for
service.

County Invites Public To Discuss Brandon Community Plan

‘A Gazette Report

Hillsborough County invites the
public to attend an introductory open
house on the Brandon Community Plan.
The purpose of the meeting is to discuss
the creation of a community plan for th

Brandon area.

Leave the driving to us.

for any occasion

* SPECIAL EVENTS

The best personalized transportation

o AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

,Z].inay Coz;zzazate .S’e&m, Dhe

813-657-5450 ,//.. 813-655-0384
linoslimo@yahoo.com
www.linoscorporatesedan.com -

ax

0002132606-01

Hip Hep, Clog, Contemporary,
Ballet, Modern and More
. Classes start July 2 - Call now for details

1709 SR 60 East
Valrico ® 813.684.9777

Join us for a
fun month of dance!
Classes include Lyrical,

Community-based plans are designed
to address and offer solutions to critical
planning issues and concerns, and to pro-
tect the characteristics that define what is
unique about the community.

A community-wide consensus will be
established on a plan for guiding growth,

orities.

have.

ANTIOUL BRAZS

LOW PRICE FANS!
42" 4 or 5Bld Fan  $44.99
52" Fan w/Light $59.99
52" 4 or 5 Bld Fan 179.99

regulating development, and delivering
public services according to residents’ pri-

County staff and other agencies will

attend the meeting to discuss the plan
and answer any questions residents may

Thousands of Styles! _

2" Hi Performance $1
MODELS SHOWN NOT PRICED HERE

BRICK = ANTIQUE BRONZE » PURE WHITE » SATIN STEEL « RIACK

i QUIET QUALITY FANS FOR OVER 28 YEIM i
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* ADD

e Autism

® Down Syndrome
e Speech Disorders

www.kidsinbalance.org

() AR A .. » RIC
B4

Parents, are you concerned about your child’s development?

\X/T[D/s/In Balance

is a non-profit organization where Speech,
Occupational, & Physical therapists provide a
therapeutic approach to learning.

Call 813-677-8450 about classes be

Any level of need and income can participate in program
We help children who struggle with: 5

* Motor Skills

e Comprehension

» Physical Disabilities

S.

"America’s Largest Inde endan Ceiling Fan Retailer!"

The meeting will be held 6:30 p.m. on
‘Tuesday, July 10 at Westminster Presby-
terian Church, 402 E. Lumsden Road in
Brandon. For more information call (813)
272-5275 or visit www.hillsborough-
county.org.

* WINE » BRUSHED ALUMINRUM * MATTE BLACK * TEXTURED WHITE = CHERRYWOOD  DAX « WHITE « MAHOGANY » PURE WHITE « WALWUT « TEAK « BLACK * BLEAGHED OAK » HOMEY OAK o

FOAReH VB DeCoR

D3HSINLINN = 318 TYACH » AGHATLENE » HSVMALIHM « NYIZd « INNISTHD = AYONIH » TLIVA

) 26,.644-4

0002175792-01




Bloomingdale High Students Registered, Ready To Vote

A Gazette Report

The Hillsborough County Supervisor
of Elections Office in June congratulated
Bloomingdale High School for accumu-
lating the second highest number of voter
registrations during the High School
Senior Voter Reg15trat10n/ Education pro-
gram.

The elections office announced, “An
extraordinary 132 Bloomingdale students

Church To Host Vacation
Bible School

A Gazette Report

First United Method-
ist Church will hold Vacation
Bible School 9 a.m. to noon
from July 9 through 13 at the
church, 120 North Kings Ave.
in Brandon. “Avalanche Ranch”
is designed for children ages 3
through 11. Activities and les-
sons aim “to help kids discover
that God is real, He is with

us, He is strong, He is awe-
some and He is in charge.” The
weeklong session ends with
a family celebration of food,
music and an outdoor movie on
Friday night. Pre-registration is
strongly encouraged. For more
information or to register call
(813) 689-4161, e-mail info@
fumcbrandon.org or visit www.
fumcbrandon.org.

registered to vote during the drive. Gaither
High came in first with 140 registrations
and Newsome High came in third with
128 registrations.”

The High School Senior Voter Regis-
tration/Education Program is a partner-
ship between the Hillsborough County

_ Supervisor of Elections Office and the

School District of Hillsborough County.
Members of the Supervisor of Elections

SCOUTS

staff visit every public high school in the
county to educate students on the voting
process and offer an opportunity for them
to register to vote.

Since the inception of the program in
March of 2006, the elections office has
received more than 7,000 new registra-
tions from Hillsborough County high
school students.

Supervisor of Elections Buddy Johnson

said, “With the 18- to 24-year-old demo-
graphic having the lowest turnout of any
age group, my office is committed to not
only registering our youth, but to educat-
ing the future leaders of this great county
on the importance of civic engagement.”

As a result of the program, Johnson
said, this year more than 1,600 Hillsbor-
ough County high school students have
registered to vote so far.

From page |

visit from Boy Scout Troop 110. The troop was rec-
ognized with a proclamation by the Board of County
Commissioners as official goodwill ambassadors for
their visit to England, celebrating the 100th anniver-
sary of Boy Scouting in America.

The tour is open to any group of students, includ-
ing public, private, and charter schools, scout groups,
church groups, and home schoolers.

Commissioner Higginbotham was elected to
serve Hillsborough County District 4, which includes
Bloomingdale and all of eastern Hillsborough.

For more information, call (813) 272-5740 or e-
mail franklind@hillsboroughcounty.org.

SAY YOU SAWIT

BLOOMINGDALE

IN THE

GAZETTE

FREE WILL HYPNOSIS
John Wimbish; CH, NGH

813.365.2012

Smoking « Stress « Weight Loss » Self Confidence
“Freeing Free Will ...for Positive Change”

0000 157h66-01

Homeowner’s Insurance Bills
Going Through The Roof?

Is your Homeowner’s Company Non-Renewing
your Homeowners Policy?
WE CAN HELP...

you get that Smile back on your face.

Jeff Gray
813-655-5311

4329 Lynx Paw Trail
Valrico, FL, 33594

Q002187301-01

We have several Competitive markets to
place your homeowners insurance and,
we are close by at R|verh|IIs Plaza

At a Time Like this, it’s Good to havé an Agent Who knows you by Nza_/77e,

¢

No Exceptions. N

SAY YOU SAWIT IN
THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

| COUPON EXPIRES 7/31/07 | l

""""""'"'""""""'""""'" RIVERVIEW e 11697 Boyette Rd ............ 672-1832

20" OFF-20° OFF

Il Wedding Gowns, Comforters, | |SEFFER « 1515 N, Parson Ave...........684-5887
Shlrls & Dry Cleaning !! Blankets, Alterations, Drapes I

I Valid on Incoming Orders Only.
" No Exceptions. No Combinirig Goupons "

ENTIRE ORDER

1 COUPON EXPIRES 7/31/07 | |

- o e

20" OFF:20" OFF:

ENTIRE ORDER !!
S|'III'|3 & Dry Cleaning ' Shirts & Dry Cleaning

I Valid on lncorning Orders Only.

ENTIRE ORDER

I I Valid on Incoming Orders Only.
Combining Coupons No Exteptions. No Combining Coupons.

COUPON EXPIRES 7/31/07 7 |

Valid on incoming Orders Only.
Il NoExceptions. Minimum Order of$5.00. | VALRIGO ¢ 1985 E. Brandon Blvd ........... 654-2324

No Combining Coupons.

APOLLO BEACH e 220 Apollo Beach Bivd 645-1499
BLOOMINGDALE » 3513 Bell Shoals Rd...654-9292
=« |BLOOMSNGDALE o 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest.654-8113

BRARDON e 913 W. Brandon Blvd........... 684-4499

|

;

1

[

| |BRANDON e 11393 Causeway Bivd.......643-6944
I

: LITHIA « 16707 FishHawk BI........... 654-7991
i

PLANT CITY 2621 Thonotosassa Rd..... 752-6631

RIVERVIEW © 13196 Hwy 301S............. 671-4156

COUPON EXPIRES 7/31/07 | |VALRICO » 2511 SR 60E................... 643-4825

0002169178-01
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Yard of

the Month

Sponsored by
Ace Hardware
of Bloomingdale

Liz and Dave Fox
519 Sandy Creek Drive
Sandy Creek Manors

Send Yard of the Month
nominations to info@blooming-
dalegazette.com, mail to 3509
Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL.
33594, or call (813) 681-2051.
Winners receive a $25 Ace
Hardware gift card, courtesy of
Ace Hardware of Bloomingdale,
865 East Bloomingdale Ave. in
Bloomingdale Square.
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LETTERS |

Speed Limit Too High For Oakcrest

I am writing becausé we are seeing
more and more speeding in our subdi-
vision. We live on Kenwick Drive and
have been living in our current home
since 1999. Over the years we have seen
an increase in speeding cars.

There are many children that play
in and around the street and we think
that there should be more posted speeds
in the neighborhood, and a decrease in

the maximum speed allowed. There is
a 25 mph sign posted at the Windell
entrance, which is much too [fast] to
safely navigate the streets in this sub-
division. We would recommend a speed
no higher than 15 mph, and enforce-
ment not only by law enforcement offi-
cers, but as a cohesive neighborhood,
with the ability to report offenders to
some sort of governing body that will

do something about it.

This is not necessarily pointed at the
younger generation; as I have seen just
as many older drivers, as well as lawn
service companies and even the garbage
collectors speeding or driving unsafely.

Think about it, if Culbreath Road is
30 mph, how can Kenwick, Millcreek,
Needham, etc. be 25 mph?

I find myself frequently yelling

Q}) )

toward vehicles that are obviously
going much too fast. Before I get into
an unfortunate and ugly match with a
driver, I would like this to be addressed.
Let’s do something before a child gets
hurt or killed.

.John Pritchard

Send letters to info@bloomingdalegazette.com or Gazette Editor, 3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594.
All letters are subject to editing and will be published on a space-available basis.

We can remove or greatly improve any spots or odors from family pets.

Our Service isn’t FREE but our advice is. Ask about our FREE spot remover.

SEE-IDOUX

Carpet Cleaning, Inc. .

CARPET * UPHOLSTERY * TiLE & GROUT

Pat Idoux

Certified Master Cleaner

Q%’ Got Spots? We Remove Them'

813-672-5005 o www. TampaBayCarpetCleaning.com

Bryan See

0002165463-01

WE MEET OR BEAT OUR
COMPETITORS PRICES

813.661.9006

License #PA 2653 ¢ Bonded and Insured
15 Years In Brandon

lluallty and Service
in every brush stroke

0002167310-01
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Chabad of Brandon Joins World’s

A Gazette Report

This November, the Rohr
Jewish Learning Institute, the
largest institute of Jewish learn-
ing in the world, will launch a
new chapter in Brandon, bring-
ing the total count of JLI affili-
ates worldwide to more than
250.

‘The Chabad will join a com-
munity of Jewish learners that
spans the globe, with centers
in more than 30 states and 15
countries, including Uruguay,
South Africa, Sweden, and
Australia. The Jewish learning
institute expects to enroll a total
of more than 30,000 students
worldwide during the ‘coming
academic year.

In preparation for the new
academic year, the Rohr Institute
held its ninth annual conference
in June in Newark, N.J. The two-
day symposium was attended by
more than 300 directors and
instructors from around the
world, including Rabbi Mendel
Rubashkin of Chabad of Bran-
don. ’

“It proved an opportunity for
Institute partners to explore new
courses being offered, hone their
skills with master educators and
experts, and to further develop
the collegial network that is the
Institute’s abiding strength,”
Rubashkin said.

The conference gave instruc-
tors an opportunity to become
familiar with the content of the
upcoming curriculum anll to
collaborate in honing effective
teaching strategies for this year's
featured courses. The focus of
this year’s conference was the
upcoming fall course; The Land
and the Spirit, an examination of
the Jews’ connection to the land
of Israel. Preparatory sessions
were presented in a variety of
formats, including panel discus-
sions led by authors, small group
discussion of texts, lectures by
master presenters, and round-
table forums.

Rubashkin said the annual
conference ensures that every
Jewish Learning Institute site
will provide the same high stan-

. Largest Jewish Education Network

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Rabbi Mendel Rubashkin of Chabad of Brandon leads classes and
workshops throughout the Brandon area for Jewish children, teens,

adults and families.

dard of quality and profession-
alism that has marked the JLI
since its inception. It also serves,
he said, to build an excitement
for the course content partici-
pants bring home and share with
past and prospective students.
The public is invited to join
all three of this year’s course
offerings to explore what makes
the Jewish Learning Institute
a world-class source of Jewish

inspiration and knowledge.
“This will be a unique oppor-
tunity for the local Jewish com-
munity to learn about Judaism,
with the focus on student par-
ticipation and comprehension,”
said Rubashkin. :
For. more information call
Rabbi Rubashkin at (813) 657-
9393, e-mail rabbi@chabad-
brandon.org or visit www.
chabadbrandon.org.

CLFUMIUSTIY WULTY T UL R T Uy

6/MO : 100%

Restictiorss may opply. Quolied buyers only. For more detais,
Plocse comuct o vepresaniiie of either location,
FREE ESTIMATES

Brandon
4003 LITHUA PURECREST L

i 4 wiwtempebaryposds.com
& Prica Moo e, oo By Buldees sacoton, Florda Swiring oot
Fosacicion ond Bettes Business Burso

0002159154-01

‘!@i CREATING FLORIDA’S
AW\  Most SpecTACULAR

HESS ORTHODONTICS SMILES

RICHAEL & NESE « oMl M

Q Will I Still Be Able To Play Sports?

Yes! We do recommend patients
protect their smiles by wearing a
mouth guard when. participating in
. any sports activity. Mouth guards are
k : inexpensive, comfortable, and come in
a wide variety of colors and patterns.

i Michael A, Hess
DMD, MS

00021435268-01

Two Convenient Locations
5486 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Lithia, FL 33547

101 N. Flamingo Dr., Apollo Beach 33572

S13.777.7478

Complimentary Evaluation = Most Insuzance Accepted

Survival-Swimming Skills

Resource
SAFETY, SECURITY AND CONFIDENCE
- FOR YOUR CHILD

Ages 6 months to 6 years

654-SWIM (794¢)

Local: www.watchmeswim.com
National: www.infantswim.com

©2007 Dr. Harvey Barnett ooceoronea.o

Your child could be swimming in 4-6 weeks!
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Have Fun,

Stay Safe

This Summer

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER
Bloomingdale Community
Resource Deputy

DON'T DRINK AND DRIVE

High gas prices arent keeping
,millions of families from headmg
~outon the highways to enjoy time
“together. Millions of visitors and
Florida residents are on the roads
and this makes for more traffic
than you can keep up with. To

‘help ensure you and your family

enjoy your leisure time together,

_ please drive safely, obey all traffic

laws, use your séat belts and don't
drink and drive. Summer time can
hold great memories. We want
you to live to enjoy them.

GUARD AGAINST STORMS,
INTRUDERS

We all keep hearing about pre-
paring our homes for this storm
season. It’s good advice, especially
if you're going to be away on vaca-
tion. We have already had two
tropical storms this year with one
tracking right along our coastline.

You work hard all year to pay
for and keep the home safe and’
secure. So, before you finally take
that much needed vacation and
so you can really enjoy this time
away, take the time to. secure your
home while youre gone, both
from storms and criminals.

Make special arrangements to
have your yard cared for, your mail
held or picked up, and- ask your
neighbors to keep watch on your
home while youre gone. Help

TECHEH

After School Program s Tex

NOW

ENROLLING

For Our Flexible
Afterschool Program

813.453.8612

www.techplayzone.com
13208 Boyette Road
1/4 mile West of Bell Shoals

take care of each other. You can
also complete a “Security Watch”
form at the Bloomingdale Com-
munity Station.

PARTY ON, CAUTIQUSLY

Summer parties can be very
cool,but when they end up in con-
frontations and folks get arrested,
the fun disappears. Parents, it is
your responsibility to ensure rio.
one under age is drinking or using
drugs. Do not purchase or furnish
teens with any type of alcohol.
One parent recently in the news
will sexrve two years in jail for not
following these rules.

One of the latest teen trends is
to experiment with prescription
medications. Ensure all medica-
tions are properly secured. Learn
the specific guidelines that must
be followed concerning  noise.
Have fun, but respect your neigh-
bors too. Don't let a great party
have a bad ending with some-

“one getting cited for DUI, being

involved in an accident or being
killed. Alcohol and drmkmg do

not mix.

KEEP YOUR KIDS SAFE

There have been too many
articles in the news about kids
becoming victims of sexual preda-
tors. Now more than ever, with all
of the recent tragic events involv-
ing young chlldren,'thls is a-criti-
calissue. -
~ With school out our kids are
everywhere -- at’ parks, play-
grounds, the mallandup and down

“hnology Workshops » Birthday Pa

Transportation Available from
* Alafia Elementary

e Cimino Elementary

* St. Stephen Catholic School

Waive $50
Registration fee

until
July 13, 2007

U A L E N E I
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PARKING |

SRERIFES |

Gazette file photo

Bloomingdale Community Resource Deputy Pete Maurer works at the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office
Bloomingdale Substation, 4342 Bell Shoals Road. The station is open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. For information call (813) 635-8040.

neighborhood  streets. Some are
even home alone: Make the time
to teach your- children how to be
careful and cautious and to look
out for one another. It only takes
a few minutes for a tragic event to

" occur. Take whatever time it takes

to educate them and prepare them
to protect themselves.

GARNETT TURN
LANE COMPLETE

" The addition of the left-turn
lane at the intersection of Bell
Shoals Road and Gamett Drive
has significantly improved traffic
flow and driver safety for Bloom-

rties » Tech Camps
As seen on
Tampa Bay’s 10 News and
FOX 13’s Good Day Tampa Bay

Space still available
for weekly summer camps!

ingdale residents. It took the per-
sistent efforts of the Bloomingdale
Homeowners Association and
the Sheriff’s Bloomingdale Area
Community Council in coor-
dination with the Hillsborough
County Public Works Depart-
ment for over eighteen months to
finally see this project completed

SPECIAL CONCERNS
UNDER WATCH

Florida law enforcement
agencies including those in

Hillsborough- County will uti-

lize checkpoints and saturation
points throughout the summer
to catch drivers who voluntarily
put others at risk by ‘driving
recklessly, drinking and driving
or breaking other traffic laws.
Law enforcement officers are
also tracking down businesses
and individuals that sell alcohol
to minors or purchase alcohol
for them. Don’t be in one of
these groups. The fines are high
and the penalties are tough.

www.bloomingdalegazette.com

o

CHOCOLATIER

3476 Lithia Pinecrest Road
813.643.8500

Lithia Crossings Shopping Center
In Stein Mart Plaza next to Land & Sea

0002177795-01

¢ Hand-Dipped Chocolate items

¢ Delicious Gelato -

¢ Gourmet Assortment Chocolates

* Sugar-Free Chocolates -

¢ Chocolate/Caramel dipped
Granny Smith Apples

¢ Chocolate Fountain Rental
Available »

¢ French Cream and Cocoa Truffles

¢ Call us for Spectacular Custom
Designed Gift Baskets,
Wedding and Special Occasion
Favors, and Specialty Molded
Chocolates.

STOP BY, WE'D LOVE TO MEET YOU!
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A Gazette Report

Sense of Decorum, Inc., a business
that offers etiquette programs for stu-
dents and adults, will hold two etiquette
classes in July for youth ages 8 to 14. The
two-day classes will be held at Kumon
Learning Center, 173 East Bloomingdale
Avenue in Brandon, on July 10 -11 and

July 17 - 8, from 9 a.m. to noon for ages
8 - 11 and from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. for ages

12- 14,

social dance,

Topics include telephone manners,
public speaking, polite conversation, cell
phone etiquette, movie theater etiquette,
social courtesies, party planning and

Etiquette Classes For Youth, Teens At Kumon

The two-day session costs $35 for pre-
registered students and $40 at the door if
space is available.

For more information call Stephanie
Smart, (813) 767-2151, e-mail shar-
ris@senseofdecorum.com or visit www.
senseofdecorum.com.

BHA

From page 7

Community Cleanup Days
to allow residents to dispose
of household junk for free at a
convenient Natures Way loca-
tion (see story in this issue).
Cleanup days are announced in
the Gazette and on www.bloom-
ingdalegazette.com.

NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSIST NETWORK

Serves as a ‘clearing-house
and referral organization for
Bloomingdale residents who
may not be able to care for
their home or property due to
reasons beyond their control.
Qualifying causes may be age,
illness, death of a spouse, and
temporary unemployment. The
committee will accept referrals
from the BHA Enforcement
Committee and residents that
become aware of neighbors with
special needs. The Committee’s
role is not to offer direct assis-

tance to residents, but to provide
needy residents with referrals
to local charitable and govern-
mental agencies that can provide
appropriate assistance. The com-
mittee will work closely with
local religious and non-profit
service organizations and with
county government - especially
the Office of Neighborhood
Relations, the Department of
Community Health and Social
Services, the Aging Services
Department, and the Housing
and Community Code Enforce-
ment Department.

BLOOMINGDALE AREA
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The BHA supports the
efforts of the all-volunteer
council and the Hillsborough
County Sheriff’s Office to help
keep Bloomingdale safe. The
council meets 7 p.m. on the
third Thursday each month at
the Bloomingdale substation
on Bell Shoals Road. Residents

with questions or concerns

about law enforcement issues are
encouraged to attend (see story
in this issue). For information
call Bloomingdale Community
Resource Deputy Pete Maurer,
(813) 635-8040.

BLOOMINGDALE REGIONAL
PUBLIC LIBRARY

The BHA actively peti-
tioned for a new library planned
for south Brandon to be located
on Bloomingdale Avenue. The
BHA became the first corpo-
rate level sponsor of the Friends
of the Bloomingdale Regional
Public Library.

TRAFFIC/ROADWAY
IMPROVEMENTS

The BHA works with Hill-

sborough County officials and .

staff to implement traffic and
roadway improvements in and
around the Bloomingdale com-
munity. BHA volunteers joined
the' community council’s drive
for a new traffic signal recently

installed on Bell Shoals Rd. at

Glenhaven Dr.; a northbound
left turn lane installed on Bell
Shoals Rd. at Garnet; and a
traffic light at the corner of
Lithia-Pinecrest Rd. and Erin-
dale Drive.

SANTA & MRS. CLAUS

The BHA sponsors an
annual visit with Santa & Mrs.
Claus and a canned food drive
to benefit charitable organiza-
tions, held at the community
office each December.

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE

The BHA invites all Bloom-
ingdale residents to participate
in Brandons Fourth of July
parade in the association’s golf
cart caravan.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
ROUNDTABLE CHARITIES

The BHA is a supporting
member of the Greater Bran-
don Chamber of Commerce and
Brandon Roundtable Charities.

g A=K
BRANDON

SPORTS & AQUATIC CENTER
SUMMER SPORTS CAMP
Kindergarten - 14 Years
Full day & half day programs
Activities Include:

Swimming ® Diving ® Tennis
Gymnastics ® And more!
(813) 685-0771

405 Beverly Blvd. e Brandon ® Lic.#SHC 110347
For more information, visit our website www.MyBSAC.org

D002189312-01

Hit the Trails @

RUNNING AND OUTDOOR GEAR

p—— T~

Adidas ¢ Asics * Brooks * Mizuno » New Balance » Saucony

. Haﬁwbludes * XCountry Shoes ® Dri-Fit Apparel * Pearl Lzumi
*Gu, Hammer, Powerbar FuelBelt, Camelbak Hydration
® Children's Running Shoes and Heelys, Adidas Soccer Cle

Summer Running Clini¢
eam how to run « Run Fast * Run Strong ¢ Build Endurance
AGES: 13+ years old !
COST: One week $125.00 or $200.00 for 2 weeks
DATES: July 30th - Aug. 3rd & Aug. 6th - 10th 7:00am - 10:00am
WHERE: Hawk Park in FishHawk Phase 1

0002 167249-01 !

16144 Churchview Dr.

www.HitTheTrails.com

b e e £
i)

105 /in the FishHawk Ranch Park Square)

813.681.6141

Patrice Va]ore
Doing it Right the
First Time

It's sad but true-cutting corners by deciding
not to work with a professional interior
decorator can often cost you more time and
money in the long run. Today, more and
more homeowners are enlisting the service of
interior decorators and designers. Because
custom designs are so popular, professional
decorators know how to work with your
budget, your lifestyle and your design
vision in mind. I you are considering using
a decorator, there are some basic guidelines
you should follow before your project
actually begins:

¢ Take a tour of your home with the
decorator so you both can determine the size
of the project.

* Discuss your family's lifestyle with your
decorator. How do you want your house to
feel? How do you entertain? Do you have
kids and pets in your household?

* It's wise to set a realistic timetable for
completion, especially with a large project.

* Establish your decorating priorities.
Which rooms are the most important for you
to complete?

* Determining a budget and sharing it
with your decorator is essential. If you have
never decorated before, or have not done
$0 in many years, they can easily give you
guidelines to help you determine a budget.
This will enable your decorator to find the
custom products that best suit your needs.

* Finally, let the decorator know at the
beginning of your projectsifyou have certain
items that you want to keep and work around
or have any other special requests,
Considering these basic guidelines will allow
your decorator to work with you to design a
project with your wishes, your lifestyle and
your budget in mind, saving you from costly
ecrors and resulting in a room you and your
family will enjoy for years to come.

L0-199€91.2000

Patrice Valore, Interior Decorator

(813) 671-9904

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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THE
CHADDE
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GROUP
813-601-0597

4BD/3.5BA + DEN + BONUS RM +
POOL! Stunning executive home on
1/3 acre with 3-car garage in super
Iocatlon ............. $554,000

4BD/3BA + DEN + CONSEIWATION
AREA! WindsorWoods screened pool
home with new carpet & paint.

4BD/2BA LIKE A MODEL! Stunning
Florida home in desirable guard gated
Twin Lakes offering community pool

3BD/2.5BA PLUS LOFT! Sharp
1,661 sq.ft. beauty in super “Oakcrest”
of Bloomingdale location.

4BD/3.5BA + 1BD/1BA GUEST QUAR-
TERS! Huge screened pool home on
1 27 acresin desnrable “Indian Hills”.

Linda Genco

4BD/3BA + BONUS RM + WATER-
FRONT! Desirable “Camelot Woods”
elegant huge scr. pool home on Ig.
waterfront/conserv. lot. . $499,000

4BD/3.5BA PLUS LOFT SCREENED POOL
HOME! Super Bloomingdale East location
with over 2,600 sg. ft., updated kitchen & 1st

4BDI:’.BA + DEN BI.IILT 2004! Deluxe
eat-in kitchen w/all stainless steel
appliances. Lots of storage, garden bath and
easy access to interstates

4BD/2,5BA SCREENED POOL
HOME! Updated eat-in kitchen, family
room with fireplace, new carpet, tile
ANGPAINE 555 cateeis 8254,800

4BD/2BA  AWESOME HOME!

Great room with fireplace and lush -

manicured lot in Bloomingdale School
District!

4BD/2BA GONSERVATION AREA
LOT! Super 3-car garage home builtin
2005 in Gated Golf Course Community.

3BD/2.5BA GATED TIIWHHOHIE!
Super newer unit in Edgewater at
Lake Brandon! Close to interstates and
Brandon Mall! ... ... I $189,900

www.ChaddertonGrou '

Ray Chadderton

Becky Jordan

4BD/3BA + DEN + POOL Lush 1/3
acre fenced lot in gated Cambridge
Cove with 3-car garage in meticulous
condition

4BD/2BA POOL HOME IN THE
GREENS! Large nearly 1/3 acre
cul-de-sac lot, new carpet and two
fireplaces S

3BD/2BA PLUS DEN
Move-in ready wi/screened patio
overlooking lush conservation area in
Fishhawk Ranch

3BD/2.5BA POND FROII‘I'AGE

TOWNHOME! Gated Valhalla location

with 1-car garage built in 2006.
$188,800
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