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Fzrst Class Grads

: B!oomlngda!e High School valedictorian Nicolle Rodriguez and salutatorian 'Crawford Hampson graduated at

the top of Bloomingdale's Class of 2002, See story on page 11.

Cougar
Pride
Bloomingdale
Homeowners As-
sociation preslident
Ted Grabls, center,
presents a $500
contributlon to
Cimino Elementary
School PTA presi-
dent Debby Dun-
can, left, and prin-
cipal Sandra Frost.
Parents and Stu-
dents approved a
school mascot and
school uniform
policy. See page 3.
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Welcome To Bloomingdale
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Clmmo Gears Up For
Cougar Pride

School Chooses Uniforms,
Selects Mascot

By LAURA FRAZIER

What do you get when you
cross an alligator with a
lynx? A cougar, of course.

Students transferring from
Alafia and Lithia Springs
this fall to the new Cimino
Elementary School in Bloom-
ingdale East elected their
new school mascot, the Cimi-
no Cougar, in April.

The school is presently
under construction on Cul-
breath Rd. and is scheduled
to open for the 2002-03 school
year.

Cimino Principal Sandra
Frost said a local artist is cur-
rently working on the cougar
logo, and will soon be ready to
unveil the new insignia.

“We had to come up with a
sketch that depicted a cougar
who wasn’t too mean or too

hofy, but I think we finally
nit on the right design,” Frost

said.

The school colors will be
navy blue and gold.

Cimino parents also

approved a mandatory uni-
form dress code for the
school.

“We surveyed parents in
March, and the response was
overwhelmingly in favor of
uniforms,” said Frost.

Out of 450 survey respons-
es received, Frost said only 47
were not in favor of uniforms.
A great majority of Alafia and
Lithia Springs Elementary
parents - the two schools
Cimino will draw attendance
from — have opposed the uni-
form policy in the past.

Frost thinks uniforms are
a good idea, and attributes
their approval this time
around to the exciting, “fresh
start, new beginning” atmos-
phere of a brand new school.

Students may wear either
navy or khaki shorts, slacks
or skirts. Color choices for

shirts include -navy blue,|

hunter green, white or yellow.

Cimino Parents Address
Safety Issues

Crossing Guard Jobs
Available

By LAURA FRAZIER

Cimino Elementary School
Principal Sandra Frost was
scheduled to meet with a
group of concerned parents
and school, county and law
enforcement officials in May
to discuss student walking
and bicycling safety. The
school is scheduled to open
for the 2002 - 03 school year.

School district officials
have indicated that bus serv-
ice will not be provided to
students residing less than
two miles from the school,
and that the construction of
sidewalks on the east side of

;ulbreath Road is not a pos-

““sibility in the foreseeable

future.

For details from the meet-
ing, held after the Gazette’s
June press date, visit
www.BloomingdaleGazette.c
om.

Frost said crossing guards
are still needed in the area of
Cimino, and district-wide.

Luz Guadalupe, Hillsbor- |

ough County  Sheriff’s
Department coordinator of
community relations, said
elementary school crossing
guards generally work from
7:10-8:25 a.m. and 2-2:45
p.m. each day, at a starting
pay rate of $8.38 per hour.

An eight-hour training
course is required for new
guards. Applications and
information are available at
the Sheriff’s Ybor City sta-
tion, 2008 E. 8th Ave,,
Tampa.

For more information, call
Guadalupe at 247-8123.
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Bloomingdale Homeowners Association preS|dent Ted Grable, center, pres-
ents a $500 donation earmarked for Gimino’s Parent-Teacher Association to
school principal Sandra Frost, right, and PTA president Debby Duncan.

Official school uniforms are
‘available at local department
stores, and the Cimino PTSA
will offer logo shirts for sale.
Frost said the continued
support of transferring Alafia
and Lithia Springs parents,
teachers, PTA volunteers and
community and business

groups will enable Cimino to
emerge as a top-rated school.

“We will have the same
outstanding instructional
programs (as Alafia and
Lithia Springs), and I am
confident that we will contin-

See CIMINO, Page 14
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Your Inside Connections

The Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association, Inc.

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594.
(813) 681-2051. Fax: (813) 651-1129

E-mail: BHA@CyberRails.com

Web Site: www.BloomingdaleGazette.com
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Treasurer — Don Cassels ‘ D
Recording Secretary — Alice Burleson
Trustee — Russell Jones

Trustee — David West

Trustee — Dale Kahn

Trustee — Myron Magedanz

Property Manager — Al Devney

Bloomingdale Mobile Watch
Coordinator/Equipment Manager —

‘Tony Diolosa, 681- .
«~ILLCEL

Wireless proviler for Bloomingdale Mobile Wasch

BHA meetings are at the community office on the
1st Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President — Ted Grable

Vice President — Len Jasczak
Treasurer — Pam Liguori
Director — Patricia Radel
Director — Michele Caballer

Treasurer — Paul
Kelmer, 681-9701

Director — Tony Diolosa Patrol Member —
Director — Joe Hickle Steven Heckel,
654-4266

Director — Jim Jeup
Director — Sheryl Kehrmeyer
Director — Steve Heckel

Patrol Member — Brad Scharp, 643-5000
Patrol Member — Paul Warr, 685-7883

Bloomingdale Special Bloomingdale Oaks Special Taxing District
Taxing District pes 68P5-(;-81313x 3132, Brandon, FL 33509-3132. (813)
3509 Bell Shoals Rd., Valrico, FL 33594 .
(813) 684-6667 BOSTD meetings are held at 3419 Cade Lane

BSTD meetings are held at the community of-
fice on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

: President — Bi
President — Thom Snelling eine ill Grace

Treasurer — Fred Englehart

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

The official puhlication of the BHA since 1980
3509 Bell Shoals Rd.
Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 681-2051
Fax:(813) 651-1129
E-Mail: News@BloomingdaleGazette.com

Executive Director — Joe Liguori
Editor — Laura Frazier
Photojournalist — Mack Austin
Restaurant Critic — Elton Dumont
Yard of the Month — Rosie Trellis

Published by Sunbelt Newspapers — 505 W. Robertson St.,
Brandon, FL 33511. (813) 657-4500

The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along
with The Tampa Tribune on the 1st Saturday of each month.

Publisher — Carla Rockwell v A

on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. . ,
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Bloomingdale Substation Notes

™ By DEPUTY PETE MAURER
and CSO SANDY GAPITANO

School’s Out

Yes, school is out. This
means more free tisge for stu-
dents, more driving
new drivers, and for s
more time to get into trouble,
Parents, know where your
kids are at all times. This is
for their own personal safety
and to help keep them from
getting into trouble. Idle tim:
is dangerous time. Work wi
your neighbors to keep
out for those kids tha
home alone. Set s
and guidelines fof your kids
to follow.

Home, Auto Security

With school out, many
Bloomingdale residents will
be taking their first of many
summer vacations. Protect-
ing your home ‘and autos
while you're away is serious

business. Don’t get that
dreaded call about a burgla-
ry. One way to add to the
security of your home is to
request a Vacation Security
Check through the Blooming-
dale substation. Forms are

It does/not guarantee the
safety of your property, but
provide additional sur-

Other personal
are required to
security of your
possessions,
ing all doors
and windows, stopping news-

papers and mail or Baying a
neighbor collect them,ﬁ:u.\g

MACK AUSTIN/Phato

Fire-Rescue professionals from Bloomingdale Station #7 respond to another
call for help. They can only get to those in need when drivers obey the law and

get out of their way.

the summer months, take the
time to protect your young-
sters. Do this by calling the
station to find out about spe-
cial car seat checks in our
area, or make an appoint-
ment to have yours checked.

ting lights on timers, having Qver 90% of the car seats

someone mow your lawn,
securing valuables inside and
securing any vehicles left out-
side.

Travel, Kids, Car Seats

As you make plans for
travel and vacations during

checked are found to be incor-
recHly installed. Hundreds of
young kids are killed annual-
ly in improperly installed car
seats, Get yours checked now!

Emergency Vehicles
With school out there

unfortunately will be more
emergencies. This means
more emergency vehicles
needing to get through busy
traffic. j

Pay extra attention when
you’re out driving. Put down
your cell phone. With new
vehicles so well constructed,
outside sounds are literally
blocked out.

Be prepared to move over
and let the EMT’s and fire-
rescue workers get through.
It’s the law, and it may mean
saving a life.

\
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Restaurant Review

N

By ELTON DUMONT
Exclusive to The
Bloomingdale Gazette

Bloomingdale’s Inter-
national Food Plaza

One Friday a couple of
weeks ago, I asked my wife if
she would like to go out for
lunch. No oceasion, just the
two of us, Well, she thought
it was a wonderful gesture
and gave me a quick “okay!” I
thought the challenge was
over, but then came THE
question...”"Where do you
want to go?”

Hmmm ... always a diffi-
cult decision, but especially
difficult now, because it was
an afternoon with my best’
friend. After considerable
thought, about 30 seconds, I
did what most dutiful hus-
bands do. I answered her
question with another ques-
tion.

“How about driving to

Bloomingdale’s international
food plaza?”

Now it was her turn to ask
questions.

“What do you feel like eat-
ing in Bloomingdale’s inter-
national food plaza?”

I'was able to put together
a declarative sentence by
thinking out loud, “Chinese,
Italian, American, Thai,
Japanese, Cuban, deli, fast
food or even quick grill.” She
made her decision and off we
went.

But the real message here
is that all these internation-
al foods are available in our
own back yard at Blooming-
dale’s international restau-
rant plaza, better known as
Bloomingdale Square: That’s
right, the same shopping
plaza that boasts Publix,
Wal-Mart, Beall’s and Ace
Hardware also has restau-
rants specializing in all these
foods. :

Still not convinced? Let

INCREASE THE VALUE
OF YOUR HOME

NS G
Recent studies have shown

entryway of your home can increase the value as much as 6%!!

Otto's Doors can increase the value of your home with beautiful glass inserts
installed in your existing steel or fiberglass door, We do the work at your house in
about ane hour per door, Otto's can also replace your doors with custom top of the
line fiberglass or wood door units in almost any size!

OTTOS
DOORS

8:30 - 4:30 Mon.-Fri.
10:00-3 Sat.
Closed Sun.

AFTER

that a simple upgrade in the

FLORIDA’S LARGEST
DOOR SHOWROOM
8503 E. Adamo Dr.
Tampa, .5 mi. W of 301

. (813) 628-8717

www.ottosdoors.com
toll free 1-877-433-DOOR

S0 O =1

me help you... There is Ling
Express (Chinese), New York
Times Square Pizza (Italian
and pizza), Little Caesar’s
(pizza), Cherry’s (American),
Simply Thai (Thai), Sushi
Ninja (Japanese), Subway
(deli), the Publix Deli,
McDonalds (fast food), Latin
Café (Cuban), and even Wal-
Mart’s Radio Grill (quick
grill).

Did you forget about at
least one of them? Have you
not gotten around to trying
them all? As a restaurant
reviewer, I can tell you that
I've eaten at virtually all of
them and have even
reviewed a couple of them in
past issues of the Gazette.
Until I've tried them all how-
ever, it wouldn’t be fair to
pick my favorite, so 1l with-
hold my judgment for now.

On the other hand, it’s not
unfair for you to tell your fel-
low Bloomingdale residents
which one you like the best

The “Truth” About Fxercise W

The following Q&A was
forwarded to the Gazette by
a reader.

If you have an amusing or
poignant e-mail item to share
with your neighbors, send to
Letters@Blooming-
daleGazette.com.

Q: I've heard that cardio-
vascular exercise can prolong
life. Is this true?

A: Your heart is only good
for so many beats, and that's
it. Don’t waste them on exer-
cise. Everything wears out
eventually. Speeding up your
heart will NOT make you live
longer. That's like saying you
can extend the life of your car
by driving it faster. Want to
live longer? Take a nap.

Q: Should I cut down on
meat and eat more fruits and
vegetables?

A: You must grasp logisti-
cal efficiencies. What does a
cow eat? Hay and corn —
what are these? Vegetables.
So a steak is nothing more
than an efficient mechanism

and why. So why don’t you
sit down and drop us a note,
or an e-mail, and let us know
what you like best about
your favorite Bloomingdale
Square restaurant, Is it the
food, the service, price, vari-

. ety, hours, or something else
that keeps you going back?

While you're at it, let us

know what type of dining
establishment is really miss-
ing from the greater Bloom-
ingdale area. The most fre-
quent requests I hear are for
a Jewish deli and a steak

* house, in that order.

E-mail us at
Letters@Blooming- ‘
daleGazette.com, fax to 651-
1129 or write to Elton
Dumont, 3509 Bell Shoals
Rd., Valrico, FL 33594.

. Your faithful gastronomi-
cal truth seeker,

Elton Dumont

of delivering vegetables to

your system. Need grain? Eat

chicken. ‘
Beef'is also a good source of

field grass (green leafy veg-

etable). ‘

" Q: How can I calculate my
body fat ratio?

A: Well, if you have a body,
and you have body fat, your
ratio is one to one. If you have
two bodies, your ratio is two
to one, ete.

Q: Aren’t fried foods bad
for you?

A: You aren’t listening!
Fried foods are cooked in veg-
etable oil. In fact, they’re per-
meated in it. How could get-
ting more vegetables be bad
for you?

Q: Will sit-ups help pre-
vent me from getting a little
soft around the middle?

A: Definitely not. When

you exercise a muscle, it geta )

bigger. You should only b
doing sit-ups if you want a
bigger stomach,

A

i
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Watch For Symptoms Of Teen Drug Use?

By SHARRON K. COSBY
Co-Founder, Wake-Up Call
Inc.
Coordinator, CommUNITY
' Works

Your child sneezes. Then
comes a cough. Their temper-
ature is elevated. Diagnosis?
Dr. Mom says, “Probably just
a cold.”

What are the symptoms of
drug and alcohol abuse?
Unfortunately, they might
not be as obvious as a cold or
sore throat.

The most common symp-
toms of teen drug use are
changes in attitude, grades
(usually downward!), and
friends, style of dress, and
secrecy and avoidance of fam-
ily time. But other symptoms
may be drug-specific.

The presence of eye care
products such as Visine may
be a warning your child is

smoking marijuana.

Marijuana causes the eyes
to Become red and irritated so
your child may start keeping
Visine or other products
handy to clear their eyes
before coming home.

Another red flag is the
presence of painter’s masks,
mentholated products (Vicks
Vapo-Rub) glow sticks, paci-
fiers, and suckers. These are
items used in the rave scene
and may indicate the use of
Ecstasy, a stimulant and hal-
lucinogenic drug.

Using mentholated prod-
ucts enhances the euphoria
produced hy Ecstasy.

The product is smeared on
the inside of the mask and
the kids wear them and
breathe in the mentholatum:.

Pacifiers and suckers are
used to help control the ten-
sion or jitters in their jaws
from the drug’s effects.

Jom Hééden

t-;i. NY
'|

=

' Commercial

Pamfm,

& Pressure W
Res:dential &

654-1313

Fax 653-2491
Bonded-Licensed-Insured #PA 4506

FREE
Estimates

The glow sticks are part of
the visual stimuli that
enhances the drug’s effects.

If you begin noticing the
telltale odor of gasoline or
other petroleum products,
your child may be huffing or
sniffing. This is a very dan-
gerous and potentially fatal
activity.

Your child is not using
drugs — he or she is inhaling
chemicals which may do
irreparable brain and lung
damage. Although different
in makeup, nearly all abused
inhalants produce effects

.similar to anesthetics, which

act to slow down the body’s
functions.

When inhaled via the nose
or mouth in sufficient concen-
trations, inhalants can cause
intoxicating effects that can
last a few minutes or several
hours if taken repeatedly.

Sniffing highly concentrat-

Bloomingdale Offers

ed amounts of the chemicals
in solvents or aerosol sprays
can directly induce heart fail-
ure and death.

For more information

about inhalants, visit the

“Street Drugs” web site at.
www.streetdrugs.org.
Parents need to become
aware of the trappings of the
drug culture and be aware of
changes in their child’s dress,

behavior and friends. Check- .

ing out web sites dedicated to
specific drugs can increase
awareness for parents.

Dan Cosby, CAAP-1, a sub-
stance abuse counselor at
Overcomers Counseling Cen-
ter, and his wife, Sharron,
CAP Intern, are founders of
Wake Up Call Inc., and can
help you learn more about
teen and family substance
abuse problems.

Call 626-5394 for more
information.

Weekly E-Mail News

A Gazette Report

Bloomingdale High PTA
president Diane Clare
announced in May the debut
of the school’s new e-mail
announcements program.

Bloomingdale is the fixst
Hillsborough County high
school to participate in the
district’s “Listserve” pilot
program, Other participating
schools include Benito Mid-
dle, Stewart Middle, Gorrie
Elementary and Burnett
Middle.

Listserv enables schools to
send general news,
announcements and notices
via e-mail to Internet users
who sign up for the free serv-"
ice.Clare, who in addition to
her duties at Bloomingdale
will serve this year as presi-
dent of the Hillsborough
County Council of PTA’s, said
she’s excited about the new
program.

“We hope parents will take
advantage of this service to

become more informed and
involved at their student’s
school.”

Sara Brewster, Blooming-
dale assistant pr1nc1pa1 for
curriculum, said the weekly

&-mails include calendar
items like exam schedules,
sporting events, general

meetings, special activities
and more.

“The system is a one- way
communication tool to inform
parents, students, business
or community persons of
events at Bloomingdale. We
hope this will be a useful tool
for -anyone interested in
receiving school news and
announcements in a timely
manner,” Brewster said.

Free registration for the e-
mail service is available on
the school dlstrlct’s web site
at
apps.sdhc.k12.ﬂ.us/sdhc2fm"
il. For more informatid
about the program, call th
district’s public relations
office at 272-4055.

!
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Letters

Send questions or com-
ments to Letters@Blooming-
daleGazette.com or Editor,
3509 Bell Shoals Rd., Valrico,
FL 33594. All letters are sub-
ject to editing and will be
printed on a space-available

basis.

Resident
Wants
Fairway
Manors
Association

Is there any way to start a
homeowners’ organization in
Fairway Manors?

We had one years ago, but
there doesn’t seem to be
much done now to promote
property values or to speak to
people whose yards are gone
and who are parking in their
front yards.

Have you heard from oth-

ers with the same concerns?
Name withheld
Fairway Manors

We checked Hillsborough
County’s list of neighborhood
associations and did not find
any contacts listed for Fair-
way Manors.

There are over 40 individ-
ual neighborhoods in Bloom-
ingdale and many, but not
all, have individual associa-
tions headed by professional
property management copa-,
nies.and run by a board of
volunteer residents.

The specific concerns that
you mentioned, overgrown
yards and cars parked in
yards, may be in violation of
county codes.

The county’s Code Enforce-
ment Office provides an
inspection system to ensure
that housing meets certain
standards.

You can file a complaint
and request an inspection by
calling 744-5568, Ext. 110.

If the Fairway Manors
neighbors wish to form a new
association, the Hillsborough
County’s Office of Neighbor-
hood Relations provides
assistance with leadership
training, recruitment strate-
gies, newsletter formation,
meeting organization, event
planning, project develop-

ment, etc. “Organizing | Neigh- -

borhood Associations” infor-
mation is available at
www.hillsboroughcounty.org,
or call 272-6333.

In addition, please feel free
to bring any questions or spe-
cific concerns you might have
to any one of the monthly
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association meetings, held on
the first Monday of each
month, 7 p.m. at 3509 Bell
Shoals Rd.

BHA volunteers may be
able to help you resolve any
current deed restriction or
county codes violations, and
can help you and your neigh-
bors get started in forming

your own association if
desired.

The next meeting is set for
Monday, June 3. Information:
681-2051.

Street Sign,
Sidewalk
Repairs
Needed

During the construction of
sidewalk improvements near
my residence, it was neces-
sary for the workers to
remove and relocate our
street sign to accommodate
the new sidewalk.

When the sign was
replaced, it was installed out
of plumb and is leaning heav-
ily.

Where do I turn to get the
sign installed correctly?

James Parsons
Bloomingdale East

See LETTERS, Page 10

Scrapbooking

Expires 6/30/02
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AnondniEpEs

2617 State Road 60 E.

Weekends

l 10% Off a purchase E

of $25 or more
l Must present coupon for discount l

Valrico - 813-655-0771 Valrico » 813-654-8311

We Offer:
* Classes (2-3 per week) * Printing Design
* Seminars (you choose o Art/Office Supplies

place & time) e Color OopiesIBlaek & White
 Weekend Getaways (as e Direct Mail

scheduled) « Prometional Products
* Reld Trips (call for availahility)

12617 Staie Road 60 E.

Store Hours: Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm
Saturday 10 am - 5 pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4 pm

We're convenient for anyonell

Our shop s located on S.R. 60 in Valrico
between Miller Road & St. Cloud Road. Right
next to the Kash-N-Karry Shopping Center
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The sidewalk on Spring-
vale beside Pinegrove
Reserve was broken by the
builder’s trucks while the
community was under con-
struction.

Later, after they completed
the wall, they Ileft the
remains of a bag of white
sand on the broken sidewalk.

This has created a danger-
ous ‘and unattractive sight.

Whoever is responsible
should repair the sidewalk.

Lois Kennedy

Pine Grove

Condominiums

- Look for your
- neighborhood news in
The Bloomingdale
Gazette

Hillsborough’s South
County Public Works unit is
responsible for repairs and
maintenance to Blooming-
dale area sidewalks, roads,
street signs, storm water sys-
tems, and mowing and tree
trimming within the public
right of ways.

To request repairs or main-
tenance, call 671-7619, 7 a.m.
to 5 p.m. weekdays.

Girl Scout Troop 954 completed their Bronze Servi
scaping around the Culberston Recreation Center i

e Award project by land-
Bloomingdale West,

Scout Project

By MACK AUSTIN

In this day and time when
so much attention is given to
the negative~things young
people do, if is a an honor to
report on the positive things
they are doing. One such
project involked the Girl

s F

-

> L

NOW
ENROLLING
FOR SUMMER

 If you are unhappy with
1

If your child has been struggling with schoolwork, the
summer is an excellent time to get ahead for the next
school year. Huntington Learning Center can help. Our

. dedicated teachers can pinpoint your child’s strengths and
weaknesses and tailor a program of instruction to meet his
or her needs. Call Huntington today. Your child can learn.

$Huntington

Scouts of Troop\954.
The troop saw a need for
improving the 1
around the
Recreation Center i
ingdale West. The ce
named in memo

When
school
is out

Huntmgton

years ago.
Now, anyone who has
done landscaping kn

and hard work
project work.

This they digl

Their first gtep was to plan
the entire Mandscaping proj-
ect. They£oordinated getting
the mafterials, tools, plants
and mulch from local busi-
nesses like The Home Depot
and Brandon Plumbing. This
was also a great example of
support to our community by
local businesses.

Then came the hard work -
over twenty five hours of dig-
ging, pulling weeds, laying
down a weed barrier cloth,
adding new mulch, plantmg

your child’s report card, the
time to take action is now.

©OONAN

$50 OFF

Diagnostic
Evaluation

www.hunﬁngtonl'ea%ning.com

BRANDON CARROLLWOOD PALM HARBOR
(813) 6811500 (813) 9208-1000 (727) 937-8400

Individuol festing and tutoring in reading, study skils, writing, phonics, spelling, math and SAT prep.

flowers, ferns and bushes,
and makmg a butterfly gar-
den for everyone to enjoy.
They turned an eyesore into
an area everyone in Bloom-

Beautifies Paik West

ingdale can be very proud to
visit. Hundreds of Blooming-
dale residents and especially
kids visit the recreation cen-
ter every week.

Recreation center supervi-
sor Donna Clouse said, “We
are very grateful for the hard
work and long hours this
wonderful group of Girl,
Scouts accomplished for t) t
improvements they madad
around our facility. To show
our gratitude we have placed
nerete plaque dedicated
the members of Troop 954
or their Bronze Service Pro-
ject. Each girl wrote their
name in the concrete as a
memory of their special proj-
ect. “

Troop leaders Kathy
Brown and Chris Kelly
oted, “The Bronze Service
ward is the highest award
can earn while being a
Ju jor Girl Scout.
project was best
summyd up by Jewel Brown,
ofiGirl Scout Troop
many hours of
sweatmg and gettlng dirty,
but in the end it was worth
it,” Brown said.

The Bloomingdale commu- '
nity extends its congratula-
tions to Troop 954 - Marlin
Alfonso, Jewel Brown, Kris-
ten Kelly, Aly Morgan, Chris-
tine Myers and Kelly Wheel-
er - for a job well done. Keep |

By LAURA FRAZIER

Their stellar grade point
averages tell the tale, as does
the forecast of their peers. In
addition to being honored as
Bloomingdale High's Class of
2002 valedictorian and salu-
tatorian, Nicolle Rodriguez
and Crawford Hampson were
each voted “Most Likely To
Succeed” by their classmates
at the school prom in April.

After nine years of attend-
ing various schools across the
United States, Nicolle
Rodriguez was thrilled to
enroll as a freshman at
Bloomingdale High in 1998.

The nomadic military
lifestyle, and enrollment at a
succession of Department of
Defense schools from Georgia
to Hawaii, was strenuous for
Rodriguez, the daughter of
Wanda and Ret. Army First
Sgt. Ervin Rodriguez.

When the family finally

.put down roots in Brandon,

“he said, “I was so excited to
«nally be able to attend a
normal public school and just
be an average teenager.”

This month, Rodriguez
graduates at the top of
Bloomingdale’s 548 member
Class of 2002 as valedictori-
an, with a 6.13 welghted
GPA. She will attend USF in
the fall and plans to become
a neurosurgeon.

“I've always wanted to be a
doctor and I think brain sur-

gery is very interesting,” she

said.

During her years at
Bloomingdale, - Rodriguez
said she relished the variety
of academic, extracurricular
and social opportunities the
school offers.

“There are so many choic-
es at Bloomingdale. They

ave so many classes and
clubs, and a lot of great teach-
ers that all played a part in
my accomplishments,” she

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE n

said.

Rodriguez’s accomplish-
ments include Advanced
Placement classes, National
Merit Scholar finalist,
National Hispanic Scholar,
New Jerusalem Christian
Church worship team and
Sunday school teacher, and

Massachusetts Institute of -

Technology program gradu-
ate.

Like Rodriguez, Crawford
Hampson said his atypical
early school experience left
him wondering if he’d make
the grade when he enrolled
as a freshman at Blooming-
dale High. Hampson was
home schooled through grade
8.

“l expected to be way
behind academically, but I
worked hard and did better
than I expected,” he said.

Hampson
Bloomingdale this year as
salutatorian, with a 6.08
weighted GPA. He will
attend Princeton University
in New Jersey, and plans to
major in aerospace engineer-
ing.

“My dad went to Princeton,
so I've been hearing a lot of
stories from his college days,”
said Hampson, the son of
Nora and Jack Hampson of
Brandon.

He hasn’t pinpointed a
career goal yet, but plans to
continue his commitment to
his studies and soak up the

Ivy League atmosphere at

Princeton.

He said the whole gradua-
tion experience has been
great, but a bit surreal.

“It’s hard to believe that
this is the end of my high
school career, but 'm excited

about the future.”
Hampson’s accomplish-
ments include Advanced

Placement classes, National
Merit Scholar finalist, swim
team captain, Ambassadors
show choir, chamber choir
and National Honor Society. '

graduates’

up the good work. Continue

setting a great example f )L
| SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

others to follow. Stephan
Ann Culbertson would be |
very proud.

l
|
r

—
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Bloomingdale High Class of 2002 salutatorian Crawford Hampson and vale- .
dictorian Nicolle Rodriguez were each voted “Most Likely To Succeed” by their
classmates.

OPEN HOUSE REGISTRATION FOR
SUMMER AND FALL ENROLLMENTS
PRE SCHOOL - ADULT
6/28 2-7pm * 6/29 10-2pm
Summer Camps start July 9
* Dance Workshops
(Tap, Ballet, Clogging, Musical Theatre, Modern, Hula,
Irish Dance, Acrobatic, Hip-Hop, Jazz)
Register Early » Class sices limited
4326 Bell Shoals Rd

685-7289

Valrico, FL

(Just south of Bloomingdale next to Besf O'Brady's)
Website: www.shrlydance @aol.com
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Bloomingdale Area Community Council Update

o Scouts Recelve Thanks

/
A Community Council F h ,
runiy. rom Afghanistan
The Bloomingdale Area By LAURA FRAZIER thank you from the bottom of
Community Council, com- my heart for the wonderful
posed of volunteers from area This March, Brandon -cookies you sent to our sol-

subdivisions, works with
local law enforcement and
county officials to research
issues and concerns brought
to the attention of council
members, Community
Resource Deputy Pete Maur-
er and Community Service
Officer Sandy Capitano.

The May meeting was one
of the most productive and
informative meetings the
BACC has ever held.

Having so many profes-
sionals present offered a rare
opportunity for members of
the council.

The council is grateful to
those who took of their time
to attend and participate.

BACC meetings are held
on the third Thursday each
month at the Bloomingdale
Community Station on Bell
Shoals Rd.

Residents with concerns
should contact the station so
their questions can be added

to the agenda. near Bloomingdale High. the new Cimino Elementary 3100 students, and that par- Jones, a former Brandon res- great nation to stand up for
Call: 635-8040. School. ents must keep a close watch ident. : the values we hold so dear; « Apollo Beach 220 Apolo Beach B, 645-1499
At the May council meet- Traffic Cimino Principal Sandra on their teens during the Gayle Richard, whose that all men and women are ;

ing, members were privileged
to have several key local law
enforcement and school rep-
resentatives present, includ-
ing Cimino Elementary Prin-
cipal Sandra Frost, Hillsbor-
ough County Sheriff’s Office
Deputy Commander for Dis-
trict IV Captain Jerry York,
Bloomingdale Senior High
School Resource Officer Har-
rison Bashner, and District
IV Detective Phil Raschia-

tore, Burglary Division. ' choolissues C'apt..Yorllt noted that it is “Dear Brownies of Troop don Baptist Church. SHIRTS LAUNDERED ANY DRYCLEANING
Having this professional Heroic Effett - e AT active 11.1:0 l\)zen_icent I'I:i the 1254, So in closing I would like to Valld on Incoming Ordetr}sdom){NI With $5.00 ORDER OVER $25
group of community leaders Deputy M.a e notedithe oomingdtale Hig choo. community by its residents thank you again for this won- Tllrr::m(r)n g:;um L) s‘r aﬂmuosmm o, Vvﬁgaoz?ywom& ,?'ﬁﬁt'“vﬁ,"éyw/“ff ;::gmsn !

meet with the BACC prompt-
ed a lot of productive discus-
sion and exchange of infor-
mation, one of the primary
goals of the council. ;

The following topics were
discussed.

Building Projects

Proposed building projects
discussed included the new
subdivision planned for the
end of John Moore Road and

Capt. Jerry York, detective Phil Raschiatore and Deputy Pete Maurer met wi
local law enforcement issues and concerns.

the proposed Target store

Continuing pxgblem areas
around the intebgection of
Bell Shoals Road an¥ Bloom—

home fire in
Bloomingdale East and
acknowledged the coura-
geous life-saving act by Hank
Garcia, our local Hillsbor-
ough County codes inspector.

Sidewalks

Sidewalks are still a very
critical safety concern on
Canoga Drive by the Culbert-
son Recreation Center in
Bloomingdale West, and

studexts walklng to school
without sidewalks in this
very high volume traffic area.
rost also noted a critical
need for crossing guards for
this area.

Anyone interested in
begoming a crossing guard
cam\eall 247-8115 for infor-

Resource Officer Harrison
Bashner noted several issues
concerning BSHS and stu-
dents, including the fact that
there are two full-time truan-
cy officers assigned to our
area.

Bashner said the school
has a human relations spe-
cialist on campus to work
with students, that hot spots
for gatherings have been
identified and are being mon-
itored, that the school expects

th w’mbers of the council in May to discusg

=
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an increase from 2800 to

summer months when many
get into trouble,

Bashner also said parents
must pay attention for signs
of their teens using over-the-
counter cough medicines, and
that students must realize
that bomb threats are taken
very seriously and can result
in criminal charges.

Law Enforcement

that makes a community “a
better place to live and a bet-
ter place to work.”

He explained the Sheriff’s
Crime Information Strategy
System, used to coordinate
and communicate detailed
information about current
concerns and situations with
deputies in all communities.

York also noted that thr ) J]*

N

Sheriff’s Office is constantlyJ)

See UPDATE, Page 15

Brownie Troop 1254 staged
“Op eratmn Enduring Cook-
ies,” an effort to send care
packages of Girl Scout cook-
ies to military members sta-
tioned in Afghanistan.

Dozens of Brandon area
cookie customers purchased
250 boxes of the treats ear-
marked for delivery to the
Army’s 10th Mountain Divi-
sion in Afghanistan. The
cookies were delivered to the
outfit shortly after the com-
pletion of Operation Anacon-
da.

The girls affixed special
stickers to each box reading,
“Thanks for being there so we
can be safe here. Brownie
Troop 1254, Brandon, Flori-
da”

The scouts and troop lead-
ers were pleasantly surprised
-<hen, in April, they received

'personal note of thanks
iwom one cookie recipient,
Brigadier General Mike

daughter Maddy participated
in the project, said, “I am not
sure the girls fully under-
stand the significance of the
note or who General Jones is,
but hopefully when they get
a little older they will under-
stand - the impact of their
project.”

Richard’s transcript of the
General’s hand-written note
is as follows.

I would personally like to

diers here in Afghanistan.
These Samoas are my
favorites and I could not have
been more pleased to receive
them.

As you all know, we have
been in a very big fight with
the Al Quaida/Taliban terror-
ists in Shai Kout and our sol-
diers performed superbly.
But I want you to know that
you too have done a great
service as Americans by
sending this great gift of sup-
port. Many men and women
have sons and daughters who
are Brownies too, and I am
sure you hold a special place
in our hearts.

Please feel safe at home
because we are doing what
our Commander, in Chief,
President Bush, has asked us
to do. Our greatest hope here
is for you great examples of
leadership to know that the
price of freedom is not cheap
and that it takes us all as a

created equal with certain
unalienable rights, and those
are life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness.

I was assigned to Special
Operations Command at
MacDill AFB in Tampa, and
my family lived in Brandon
during our tour. My children
were young then and went to
Yates Elementary school and
we loved the community. We
also were members of Bran-

derful gift you all have pro-

LerTERS? COMMENTS? QUESTIONS?
E-mail: Letters@BloomingdaleGazette.com

vided us.

You are all doing exactly
what our President has
asked us to do, and that is
doing something good and
kind for a neighbor. I think
we call that love. Again, you
Brandon Brownies are my
heroes; keep up the great
work and do well in school.

Photo courtesy Troop 1254

Brandon Troop 1254 Brownies Ashley Booker, Jamie Kamp, Bianca Lopez,

Samantha Holsten, Jessica Jones, Hayley Dircks, Maddy Richard and Aurora
Moore sent 250 boxes of Girl Scout Cookies to U. S. military troops stationed
overseas.

Your friend and supporter
forever,

Brigadier General Mike
Jones

Deputy Commanding Gen-
eral,

Combined Joint Task Force
Mountain, Afghanistan”

Majik Touch Cleaners

“EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE”

« Bloomingdale 3513 Bell Shoals Rd, 654-9292 « Bloomingdale 4344 Bell Shoals, 689-9176
« Bloomingdale 815 E. Bloomingdale, 681-8700 e Bloomingdale 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest, 654-8113

* Brandon 717 W. Lumsden, 654-9541

o Brandon 11393 Causeway Bivd, 643-6944
o Lithia 16739 FshHawk Bivd, 654-7991

o Providence 1983 Lumsden Rd, 654-4423
o Seffner 1515 S, Parson Ave., 684-5697

comn EXPIRES 8/30/02

ANY DRYCLEANING

ORDER OVER $15
Valid on Incoming Orders Only - No exceptions.
I Vaild only w/ coupon, not valld w/ ather. coupons
COUPON EXPIAES 0/30/02

...............................

 Brandon 913 W. Brandon Bivd, 684-4499

« N. Brandon 213 Kingsway Ave, 653-4535

» Plant City 2621 Thonotosassa Rd, 752-6631
o Riverview 11697 Boyette Rd, 672-1832

o Valrico 1985 E. Brandon Bivd, 654-2324

COUPON EXPIRES 6/30/02

WEDDING GOWN, DRAPERY CLEANING,
BEDSPREADS, COMFORTERS,
ALTERATIONS
Valid on Incoming Orders Only - No exceptions.
Valid only w/ coupon, not valid w/ other coupons !
COUPON EXPIRES 6/30/02
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County Releases Annual Report

A Gazette Report

The Hillsborough County
Clerk of Circuit Court,
Richard Ake, has released
the county’s annual report
summary for the fiscal year
ending Sept. 30, 2001.

The report indicates total
revenues for Hillshborough
County jumped almost 9 per-
cent to $1.325 billion.

Property taxes increased
9.5 percent, while sales taxes
(including state shared rev-
enues) stayed the same. Fees,
fines, forfeitures and special
assessments increased 10
percent. Water taxes were
increased by 13 percent.

Total expenses increased
12 percent to $1.146 billion.
The biggest increases were in
transportation — 31 percent,
human services — 22 per-
cent, and culture and recre-
ation — 34 precent, -

According to the report,
Hillsborough County had
$1.221 billion in revenue in

2000, with expenses of
$1,020. In fiscal year 2001,
the county has $1.325 billion
in revenues, and $1,146 bil-
lion in expenses.

Hillsborough  County’s
population is now 6.3 percent
of Florida’s total population,
making it' the fourth mest
populated county in the
state.

In the last decade of the
20th century, Hillsborough’s
population grew by 19.8 per-
cent, At this growth rate, the
projected population of Hills-
borough County by 2005
should reach almost 1.4 mil-
lion.

Although we have a diver-
sified tax base, the top 10
percent of ad valorem tax-
payers pay 9.25 percent of
the total taxes levied.

For a copy of the annual
report summary, write to
Richard Ake, Clerk of Circuit
Court, P.O. Box 1110, Tampa,
FL 33601-1110, or call 276-
8100.

Repair Your Skin’s Health and Beauty
Our therapeutic treatments safely and gently restore
damaged skin using the best paramedical techniques
available. None of our treatments require any type of
sedation or significant recuperation.

Microdermabrasion
A non-invasive, non-chemical
process that uses a highly controlled
spray of inert crystals to remove the

outer layers of exposed skin, stimu-

lating cellular re-growth and reveal-
ing the younger, tighter and more

radiant skin underneath.
Treats skin conditions and

Imperfections such as age spots,

sun damage, acne scars, fine line,
i wrinkles and more.

Regularly $100 now $50

ET T

FREE
Consultation

Rlon Clinical Skin Care and Acne Clinic

Cristene Haynes, CME
Clinic Director

F. Ojeda, MD
Medical Consultant

323 E Robertson St.
Brandon, FL 33511

Limited Time Offor
Credit cards accepted

651-4111
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ily YMCA.

President’s Roundtable Honors Ray Campo

Ray Campo, left, accepts the Brandon Presidents Roundtable 2002 Al-
lce B. Tompkins Community Service Award from last year's recipient, |
Kay Sullivan. Campo was honored at the Roundtable'’s annual public
affairs dinner in May for the many contributions he and his late wife ||
Josie Campo have made to the Brandon community over the past 30 ’
years, Most notably In the Bloomingdale area, the Campo family donat-

ed countless volunteer hours, financial support and land necessary to
develop and improve Bloomingdale Little League and the Campo Fam- V

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo ‘

CIMINO

!

From page 3

ue the same high level of par-
ent and community involve-
ment,” she said.

The PTA of Alafia Elemen-
tary, increasingly referred to
as Cimino’s sister school,
recently donated $3,000 to
the Cimino PTA. In addition,
The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association present-
ed Frost and newly elected
Cimino PTA president Debby
Duncan with a $500 contri-
bution in May:.

Grable welcomed Cimino
Elementary into the Bloom-
ingdale family of schools. The
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association has in the past
supported Alafia Elementary,
Lithia Springs, Burns Middle
School and Bloomingdale
High School and, Grable
said, will continue to do so.

“T'he Bloomingdale Home-
owners'Association is pleased
to help the Cimino PTA get
off fo a good start. We know

this will be a wonderful
school that continues the tra-
dition of academic excellence
we've seen at Alafia and\
Lithia Springs,” said Grable.

While construction contin-
ues on the school, a tempo-
rary administration trailer is
set up on the gite. The office’
is open weekdays 7:30 a.m. t,o;‘.
4 p.m. for information and
student registration. _

Frost hopes to be settled
into her permanent office in,
mid-July. She can be reached
at 740-4450,

An open house will be held
for parents and students
Tuesday, August 6 (times to:
be announced), the day

N

Bloomingdale High
School Senior Amanda
Cooley was invited to
perform a solo piano
recital in March at the
Florida Alliance for Arts
Edueation luncheon,

The luncheon was at
the governor’'s mansion
in Tallahassee.

Cooley, who graduat-
ed third in her class at

ning original jazz/classi-

before the new school year
begins.

Duncan said PTA board
positions are still open, a
she’d be happy to speak willf
interested parents. For infor-
mation, call Duncan at 654-
1851.

Bloomingdale this year, -
played her award-win-

Photo courtesy Marlea Cooley

Columba Bush, right, congratulates Bloomingdale High senior
Amanda Cooley for earning the Florida Alliance for Arts Educa-
tion’s $1,000 Scholarship of Excellence.

‘Bloomingdale Grad
Performs At Governor’s
- Mansion

cal composition for an
audience that included
Columba Bush and Lit.
Gov. Frank Brogan.

The alliance is a
statewide organization
that works to promote
arts in education.

Cooley was one of 24
students selected
statewide to receive the
organization’s  $1,000
Scholarship of Excel-
lence. ;

College Notes

Send announcements to
News@Blooming-
daleGazette.com or mail to
The Bloomingdale Gazette,
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valri-
co, FL 33594,

Girard Graduates From UCF

of Mrs. Marilyn Girard and
the late Ronald J. Girard,
graduated this spring from
the University of Central
Florida with a bachelor’s in
computer engineering.
Girard, a 1997 graduate of
Durant High School; is
employed by Adaptec Inc. as

Detective Raschiatore and
Community Service Officer
Sandy Capitano explained the
new computer data fingerprint
collection system used by the
Sheriff’s office to monitor bur-
glaries and other crimes in
local areas toidentify and track

Christopher J. Girard, son  , ASIC design engineer.
UPDATE
From page 121 ‘
monitoring the. actions of all down repeat criminals.
_sexual predators in our com-
munity. Crosswalks
The council discussed con-
Burglary Data tinued concerns for the safe-

ty of all pedestrians crossing
Culbreath Avenue between
the YMCA and Bloomingdale
Little League. : y

Coordination is in progress
with state Rep. Johnnie Byrd
to acquire funds for this criti-
cal need.

STRESSED?

Do You Have Neck or Shoulder Pain?
Backaches, Headaches, Sciatica?

Danita Kessner

Licensed Massage Therapist
9 Years Experience

Do You Have Neck or Shoulder Pain?

—

|

SAY YOU sAwW IT IN THE
| THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

Backaches, Headaches, Sciatica?

* Neuromuscular Therapy

* Youth Sports Injury Treatment
* Stretching

* Gift Certificates Available

Call For The Health Of it/

662-9177

Fishhawk Ranch Resident
Lic. MA 15071

Therapeutic relaxation in the comfort of your home
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Little League, YMCA Celebrate Accomplishments

By MACK AUSTIN

Do you remember where
you were in 1969, 33 years
ago? '

Ed Radice, director of
Hillsborough County’s Parks
and Recreation Department,
does. He was at the Bloom-
ingdale Little League Park
giving instruction on score
keeping to a small group of
dedicated parents wanting to
start a Little League.

Radice returned to the
park many times over the
next 33 years, and just last
month paid a special visit to
the “Celebration of Dedica-
tion” sponsored by the Bloom-
ingdale Little League and the
Campo Family YMCA.

The purpose of the celebra-
tion was to recognize the
unbelievable dedication put
forth by hundreds of commu-
nity leaders, county workers,
parents, grandparents, vol-
unteers, and ball players —
young and old.

Their unselfish determina-
tion and personal dedication
is what it took to make the
park one of the showplace
ballparks in the county.

For most of its history, the
park has totally depended on
volunteers to maintain it and
keep it open.

Thanks to the professional
assistance and guidance of
county workers like Jeff
Mauch and his hard working
maintenance crews, the park
was able to keep its plumbing
and electrical facilities in
working order.

They literally kept the

' __.‘-'-'.._..._,.i;r. ) = . =
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|
|
| A Gazette Report
‘ Realtors Luana Russell
and Susie Tate Morris have
I]jained the Brandon Market
nCenter of Keller Williams
| Realty. :
Russell has received
/ I‘ numerous awards and desig-
758 nations during her 26 years

)
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Ed Radice, Hillsborough County Parks Director, accepts personal recognition from past-president Allan Trovillion for his
role in making Bloomingdale Little Park what it Is today.

stands from falling down.

A'long list of Little League
presidents and board mem-
bers have kept the league
organized, finances available
and schedules on time.

Leaders like past presi-
dents Allan Trovillion and
Tim Malloy, and current pres-
ident, Bill Russell, all had a
dream for a great park.

They and many others,
both professionals and volun-
teers, kept the park function-
ing and insured that the win-
ter and spring seasons were
never interrupted during
major renovation projects.

Making the dream come
true took the personal sup-

Classes and Workshops

CEEAII\'E

CIHOTIES Independent Consultant
¥ 657-9604

247686

Where are your photos?

Nancy Masters

Photo-safe Scrapbook Photo Albums  Visit www.creativememo‘r'i'\es,com

or call the Creative Memories
Home Office to find a Consultant
‘near you. (800) 341-5275

port and quality leadership of
a man like Ray Campo.

His guidance, direction
and hard work are what

Josie Campo Senior Field:
Josie Campo passed away
seven months ago, but Ray
Campo said at the ceremony,
“Josie is here with us today!”

School Board
Meetings Televised

Hillsborough County
School Board meetings are
televised live on The Educa-
tion Channel, Time Warner
Cable channel 18, 7 p.m. on
the first Tuesday of each

in real estate, and has consis-

§777 tently been recognized
| among top realtors nation-

" wide.

Keller Williams managers

said Russell has been

appointed as a board member
and business partner, and

What made hundreds of' will play a'key role in direct-

over these many years:
ixe of their time, talents
ard work - literally bloc
sweat and tears?

If you really want to know, |
visit the park on a Saturday.
Start with a T-ball game,
watch part of a girl’s softball
game, check out a major’s
game, and finish up with a
senior’s game. '

Note the amazing progress |
made by the players in their
abilities and teamwork. ,

They are the hundreds of'"
reasons for the past dedica-
tion and the continued dedi-
cation given to make dreams r
come true.

bt

month, and 8 p.m. on the
third Tuesday of each month.

Board meetings are also
rebroadcast at 1:30 p.m. on
Fridays.

Business Opportunities

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE - ) -
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ing the growth of the compa-

=

W California native, Rus-
séll moved to the Brandon
area in 1986 and currently
resides in Valrico.

She is a member of Bell
Shoals Baptist Church.

Susie Tate Morris joined
Keller Williams in May. Mor-
ris is a native Floridian and
currently resides in Valrico.
She is a mother of five grown
children, member of Bell
Shoals Baptist Church, the
GFWC Jr. Service League of
Brandon and Bloomingdale
High School Booster Club.

Morris said helping other
families to establish Brandon
as their home is an important
task that she takes seriously.

Keller Williams Realty is
at 510 Vonderberg Dr., Suite
200, in Brandon. Russell and
g%%rbris can be reached at 684-

LeTTERS? COMMENTS? QUESTIONS?
E-mail: Letters@BloomingdaleGazette.com

__—_C Russell, Morris
| Join Keller
- Williams

Russell

Morrls

'

' Information: 655-6791.
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It’s Alive!

Animal breeder Mark Hicks, owner of It's Alive Pets at 401 S. Parsons
Ave. in Brandon, tends to a brood of: baby monitor Iizards._ The store
offers a wide variety of wholesale to the public USDA certified exotic
animals including prairie dogs, sugar gliders, hedgehogs, skunks,
Iguanas, boas, cockatiels, sun conures, scorpions and ferrets.
Grooming for dogs, cats, rabbits, reptiles and birds is also available.

cleanings * cosme
whitening * extraction
gvening appointments availabie
most instirances accepied

[

FishHawk Family Dental

l Gy NsSD

247629
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Bloomingdale Resident Bids For County Commission Seat, 7gmmissioner’s Corner

Brandon Needs July Fourth Celebration

By LAURA FRAZIER

Bloomingdale Qaks resi-
dent Arlene Waldron won the
ersatz title of Honorary
Mayor of Brandon in July
2001.

Waldron said she enjoyed
the contrived “election,” spon-
sored by the President’s
Roundtable of Brandon, in
which candidates vie for the
honorary title by competing
to raise money for local chari-
ties. ,

“It (the mayoral race) was
80 much fun. We thoroughly
enjoyed pretending and mak-
ing things up as we ran our
‘campaigns,” and in total we
raised over $60,000 for Bran-
don area charities,” she said.

Waldron acknowledged
that her latest campaign is
sure to thrust her into reali-

"ty, and said she’s ready for it.

This spring, the lifelong
Bay area native announced
her bid to run as a Republi-
can candidate for the Hills-
borough County Board of
Commissioners District IV
seat. District IV includes
Brandon, Valrico, Riverview,
Plant City and Sun City.

A vice president and busi-
ness banker at Bank Atlantic
in Brandon, Waldron said her
campaign focus is to bring

people together to address
the unique concerns of each
segment of the district.

It takes a unified effort
from county commissioners
to address district concerns
and to create effective solu-
tions. I'm just not convinced
that we have the effective
leadership in place to make
the right decisions.”

Waldron said the recent
public access television
debate spearheaded by coun-
ty commissioner Ronda
Storms, her District IV
incumbent opponent, is inef-
fective at best. “I personally
agree with Comm. Storms
that it is totally unacceptable
to fund the programming
content in question with tax-
payer money,” Waldron said.

She ‘added, “But the com-
mission is legally bound to
uphold the laws, including
the freedom of speech. You
can’t fight the legalities of
this issue. It’s been tried and
tried again.” i

Waldron said there are
more effective ways for tax-
payers to oppose and change
legislation. She encourages
and would support grass
roots efforts to modify laws
for the benefit of the commu-
nity. She also voiced her sup-
port of the Brandon Main

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE )
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ORIGINAL ART BY MELETHA EVERETT

NEW
TASSELS &
TIEBACKS
JUST IN!

' Caswell-Massey » Trapp Candles » Accent Tables
Beaded Table Toppers  Fountains
Table Top Decor ¢ Candlesticks
Unique Baby Towels & Gifts

Royal Oaks Shopping Center
3240 Lithia Pinecrest Suite 101  Valrico

(Corner of Lithia Pinecrest & Bloomingdale)
Qpen Monday through Saturday 10am - 6pm

813-643-939

Street proj-
ect.

“Main
Street will
give Bran-
don an iden-
tity. In addi-
tion to pro-
viding Bran-
don  resi-
dents with a
one-stop
center for government servic-
es, it will be a gathering place
to stage festivals and commu-
nity events.”

Improvements to Brandon
Blvd. also rank high on her
list of priorities. .

“Brandon Blvd. is the front
yard of our community. When
people drive through Bran-
don, their first impression of
our city is Hwy. 60. It hasn’t
made a great impression for
quite some time, and we need
to work on that.”

Growth issues are also on
Waldron’s agenda.

“When I grew up in Bran-
don, it was such a sleepy lit-
tle family neighborhood. It’s
still very laid back, still a
wonderful community, but at
this point, we do need to slow
down and examine the
growth process.”

Waldron said the Brandon
community would benefit

Arlene Waldron

Nominate your friends
and neighbors (or your-
selfl) for the Blooming-
dale Yard of the Month
award.

Winners will receive an
Ace Hardware of Bloom-
ingdale gift certificate
courtesy of the Blooming-

phone # ...

bl R Rl Ll e ——

Bloomingdale Yard Of The Month

Your name and phone # ...

Nominee’s name, address,

Outstanding yard features ...

greatly from a little more
managed growth, vision and
planning, “I grew up here and
I hope to see my grandchil-
dren raised here someday,
Brandon’s vision should

include continual planning C
for schools, residential and ..

business development, and
public safety,” she said.

By HILLSBOROUGH
SOUNTY COMMISSIONER
RONDA STORMS

. Watermelon, popsicles and

“We want Brandon to ba]!!%arades. Corn on the cob,

the kind of place where our

‘Uncle Sam, grilled hotdogs

kids can graduate from HCC%gmd hamburgers, Flags, flags,

or USF and settle into the

and more flags. Ice cream,

attractive quality of life and! marching bands and Kool-aid

job opportunities right here
in Hillsborough County.”
Waldron is a past board!
member of the Brandon
Chamber of Commerce, past;
chair of the YMCA board of

~ directors, and a current board

member of the Seffner Cham-
ber of Commerce and the
Brandon Outreach Clinic.
She graduated from Brandon:
High School in 1975 and cur-
rently resides in Blooming-
dale Oaks with her husband
John.

Waldron’s District IV oppo-
nents include incumbe ]E
Commissioner Ronda Sto
(R), Willens Levasseur (R),
and Tony Pawlisz (D).

The primary election takes:
place on Sept. 10, and the
general election will be held

mustaches. Softball tourna-
ments, swimming, and fire-
'works ... loud, colorful, sky-
splitting fireworks!

Fireworks provide the per-
fect cap to an exciting day.
‘Tired, but happy kids with
shining eyes and excited
smiles staring up into the
night sky ... memories are
woven out of such golden
‘threads.

For generations, the Bran-
don community celebrated
July Fourth with fireworks.

However, for the last cou-
ple of years, Brandon was not
able to raise the money nec-
essary to put on a show, and
so the tradition died.

This year is different ... we
have already raised a little
more than $10,000, which
will give us a 10-minute
show. Of course, we would
like to have a 30-minute
show, so we're trying to raise
more money, about another
$10,000.

Fireworks are so much
more than colorful puffs of
color that fill the night. They
celebrate the majesty of
America, the beauty of Her
people, the splendor of Her
freedoms, the blood sacrifices
of Her sons and daughters.
Fireworks mark July Fourth
as a day distinct from all
other summer days.

on Tuesday, Nov. 5.

dale Homeowners Associ-
ation.

Submit entries by mail
to Yard, 3509 Bell Shoals
Rd., Valrico, FL 33594, by
fax to (813) 651-1129 or
by E-mail to Letters@Bloom-
ingdaleGazette.com.

UFO or H20?

.9, it's not a secret military project on the Alafia...it's part of Tampa
Bay Water's Alafia River project. Water from the river will be pumped to
locations In Northern Hillsborough and Pasco County,

MAGK AUSTIN/Photo

Fireworks sing patriotism
and whisper honor into the
memories and character of
our children. In this year,
especially this year, we
should have fireworks for our
children, our people, our
country, our hopes, our fears
and our courage.

If you would like to help,
please contact the President’s
Roundtable ¢/o Michael Car-
ducci at 662-9694, 1427 Clar-
ion Drive, Valrico, FL 33594;
or mjcarducci@aol.com.

Commissioner Rhonda Storms .

LerTERS? COMMENTS? (QUESTIONS?
E-mail: Letters@BloomingdaleGazette.com

VALRICO SOCCER CLUB
& SELECT TRYOUTS
veit

KEITH WALLER PARK - Sydney Dover Rd
Saturday, June 8

» 2 J ,

Derek Smethurst, Technical Director
U9, U10, U11, U12, U13 & U14 ... 9:00am - 11:00am
G\RLS u15, U16, U17,U18 & U19 ....... 11:00am - 1:00pm

Rain Date — Monday, June 10
U9 to U14 at 6:00pm / U15 to U19 at 7:30pm

Us, U10, U11, U12, U13 & U14 ... 3:00pm — 5:00pm
BOYS U15, U16, U17, U18 & U19 ......... 5:00pm — 7:00pm
Rain Date — Tuesday, June 11

U9 to U14 at 6:00pm [ U15 to U19 at 7:30pm
Additional Tryout Dates & Times Announced at 1*' Tryouts

¢ Registration for Valrico's Developmental League for Recreational
Players Ages U5 - U13 on June 15 & 22 from 10am - 2pm.

¢ TRSA Registration for Traveling Girls Recreational Soccer League
Ages U8 - U12 on June 22 from 10am - 2pm.

For field directions or additional information,
call 813.689.5689 or visit our website
www.ValricoSoccer.com
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Property Manager’s Report
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oomingdale Property Manager Al Devney
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" . ,Excerpts from the April

2002 Bloomingdale Special
Taxing - District property
manager’s report, submitted
by Al Devney, president of
DPMI Property Manage-
ment, Inc., are as follows.
Information: 684-6617.

During the monthly irriga-
tion system maintenance
check, DPMI replaced 31
spray heads, 4 rotors, 39 light
bulbs and 1 receptacle, and
repaired 4 risers and 2 bro-
ken pipes.

J.B.D. Construction Inc.
started the reconstruction of
the Garnet entrance.

‘George A. Donahue
installed the entranceway
packages at Murray Dale and
Orangepointe, Camarra’s
Landscaping installed Indi-
an Hawthorne bushes on
Springvale, and Planscape,
Inc. installed 2 azalea and 2
lorepetlum beds on Spring-
vale.

Hillsborough County cut
down four dead pine trees at
Rosemead and Bell Shoals.

~

DPMI had the 'school bus
benches pressure washed
and painted.

- C.B. Welding installed a
new gate at the Bristol Green
entrance on Natures Way. -

DPMI determined the
costs to run the BSTD for the
remainder of 2002 and pre-
pared the data for the
accountant along with. a
budget for 2003.

In the land of eat, drink
and pitch out the window,
DPMI picked up 22 bags of
trash, a cell phone, a hubeap,
an Easter egg, 3 gloves, a 12
foot valance, a lost New York
visitor and .07 cents. The bev-
erages of choice were
Heineken for beer, Coke for
soft drinks and Windsor
Woods for distilled spirits.

Projects to be completed
for the 3rd quarter of fiscal
year 2002 include; the Gar-
net entranceway, the land-
gcaping of Springvale, paint-
ing the walls on Culbreath,
Natures Way, Glenhaven and
Garnet, and pressure cles
ing the walls on Glenhave ‘)

CommUNITY Works Meets June 11

Group Has New Coordinator
A Gazette Report

.The greater Brandon area
anti-drug abuse -coalition,
CommUNITY Works, meets
monthly at the Campo Fami-
ly YMCA in
Blooming-
dale. Meet-
ings are
open to any-
one interest-
ed in pro-
moting the
prevention,
intervention
and treat-
ment of
drug and
alcohol abuse. Coalition
members and visitors gener-
ally include concerned par-
ents and students, and repre-
sentatives of local law
enforcement, government,
schools, businesses, clubs and
non-profit agencies.

The next coalition meeting

Sharron Cosby

is set for June 11 at 6:45 p.m.

The coalition celebrated its
first . anniversary in April,
and announced the appoint-
ment of Sharron Cosby as the
group’s ~'new coordinator,
Founder and original coordi-
nator Ellen Gates, who is
moving from the Brandon
area this year, will continue

.her involvement with the

I

group for as long as possible.

\Gates said Cosby’s person-
al and professional experi-
ence make her well-suited for
the leadership position.

Sharron and her husband,
Dan Cosby, a substance
abuse counselor at Overcom-
ers Counseling Center in
Brandon, are founders of
Wake-Up Call Inc., a non-
profit organization designed
to help families and teens
prevent and combat sub-
stance abuse.

For information abpwt
CommUNITY Works,
Cosby at 672-0375 or e—éﬂﬁ)
PRVB3111@aol.com.
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“Commercial Zoning Sought For 5.9 Acres

By LAURA FRAZIER

The owner of 5.9 acres of
vacant land currently listed
for sale at the corner of
Bloomingdale Ave. and John
Moore Rd. will present a
land-usage rezoning request
to county officials in July.

County planner Dyan
Backe said the request is for
a planned development with
22,000 sq.ft. of general com-
mercial use buildings. Under
county zoning guidelines,

general commercial usages
may include typical retail
and general business, finan-
cial institutions, neighbor-
hood convenience stores, car
wash facilities and super-
markets. The property is
presently zoned ASC, which
permits both agricultural
usage and/or 1 conventional
single fq.rmly home per acre.
A zoning hearing master is
scheduled to review the
request at a July 8 public
hearing. At press time, the

Lepech Dives Into Gold

Ali Lepech, a 10-year-old Jetstream Diver from Brandon Swim and
Tennis Club, dove her way to two gold medals at the recent Suncoast
Diving Invitational. Lepech won first place on both the 1- and 3-meter
\Dpr!ngboards at the diving meet in Largo on May 18. The Jetstream

iving Team will be competing at summer regionals in Orlando, July 5-
7, and hope to win and proceed on to zona championships in Athens,
Ga., and finally to nationals in Stanford, Calif., in late-July.

Phato courtesy Jotatraam Divers

property owner had asked for
a July 9 continuance, If the
pearmg master gives prelim-
inary approval to the request,
the matter will be brought
before the Board of County
Commissioners at a later
date for a final decision.

Residents opposed to the
rezoning request may submit
a letter of objection to Zoning
Hearing Master, 601 E.
Kennedy Blvd., 20th Floor,
Tampa, FL 33601 or fax to
(813) 272-5348.

Letters personalized with
the sender's name and
address must include the
zoning request number (RZ-
02«0_797), and must be
received at least two days
prior to the hearing to
become a party of record. Res-
idents may also speak before
the zoning hearing master at
the meeting in July.

To confirm hearing dates
and times, or for more infor-
mation, call Backe at (813)
307-4507.

LeTTERS? COMMENTS? QUESTIONS?
E-mail: Letters@BloomingdaleGazette.com

O Complete Nail Care

O Specializing in Gel Nails
O Acrylic: Pink Whites
O Airbrush Art by Hand
o]
@)

State Certified Technicians

We accept all Competitors' Coupons

- FULL SET FILL TNS
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Exp. 630,07 el 2
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SAVE ’E || WAXING EYEBROW :
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Pedicure s5m Ak !
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The Hillsborough County Public Works Department South Service Unit main-

tains the roadways in our area and trims trees like this one.

(ages 7-14)

Summer
Riding Camp

Mini camps (ages 5-
June 25-28

June 4-7, 11-14, 18-21

6)

Paragrim has hosted
summer camps for

We owe ou

|ongi1 fivity t
i

losoph

must be
fun.

PARAGRIM

! RIDING ACADEMY
Contact Patsy at (813) 689-1814

Bloomingdale ¢ Beginners Welcome

over twenty years.

that learning

r
(e}

%

233679

South County Unit

By MACK AUSTIN makes maintaining your
lawn seem pretty smalll

To help the unit complete
their work, it is a good idea
for residents to become famil-
iarized with some of their
tasks and restrictions. Main-
taining the areas in and
around Bloomingdale is a
joint effort between the
South County unit and the
Bloomingdale Special Taxing
District.

The county maintains
gidewalks, and new side-
walks are contracted. They
ix-Streets, sweeps
cleans out
8, trims trees and mow
ght-of-ways on Bell Shoals
Road and John Moore Road.
Culbreath Road is main-
tained by the BSTD, with
some assistance from the
county. The South Service
unit will trim trees in the

Most Bloomingdale resi-
dents have seen Hillsbor-
ough County roadway main-
tenance crews working in our
area at one time or another.
Many have called the South
County service unit to report
potholes needing repair and
other roadway maintenance
problems.

As our area grows, the
numiber of vehicles traveling
our roads increases, the vol-
ume of needed repairs rises,
and the amount of work for
the South County roadway
maintenance unit continues
to increase.

The South County servic
unit is one of five speefal
units with the Hillsbprough
epart-
maintain

tems in unincorporated right-of-ways to a minimum
areas, iacluding road sur- of 14’6”. Homeowners are
faces, sidewalks, roadside

responsible for trimmir-
trees that hang over ot )
owner’s property. Trimmitgy
around streetlights is coordi-
nated through the County’s
Citizens Action Center, 272-

ditches, stormwater drains,
mowing and tree trimming
within the right-of-ways. The
South County service unit’s
area of responsibility runs

. roughly east-west between 5900.
Hwy. 39 and Tampa Bay, and Residents with repair
north-south between Bloom- requests or information

requests can call the South
Service unit at 671-7619. Be
sure to have the required
information available - exact
location, point-of-contact,
phone number, ete. The unit’s
hours are weekdays 7 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. For after hours
emergencies, such as a fallen
tree, call the Sheriff’s dis-
patcher at 247-8200. They
will contact the unit’s stand-
by workers.

ingdale Avenue and Hwy.
674. Needless to say, they
have a very big area to con-
tinually monitor and main-
tain.

The South County unit has
provided outstanding service
to the Bloomingdale commu-
nity. Theirs is a never-ending
task. Just imagine having
over 6,000 square miles of
roadside to finish mowing,
only to start all over again -

Look for your
neighborhood news
e Bloomingdale
Gazette

‘Maintains Roadways, Mor?

JUNE 2002

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

Big Rigs
On Lithia,
Bloomingdale -

Bloomingdale residents are
concerned about load limits
allowed for trucks on Lithia-
Pinecrest road. Many of the
trucks end up on Bloommg-
dale Avenue. County staff is
currently conducting traffic
| studies while the county at-
torney’s office works the le-
gal issues on this concern.
Their reports will go before
the Board of County Com-
missioners on July 24 at
County Center. Watch for
further updates in the
Gazette and on www.Bloom-—
ingdaleGazette.com.
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CLASSIFIED

The Bloomingdale Gazette classified office is located in the Brandon News building at 1401 Oakfield Dr., Brandon F1 33511

TO PLACE AN AD RATES

SUPERSAVERS: Private parties may run a three line ad free of charge

GENERAL POLICIES:

ferstanding or ad)

Mewspapars Wil nit be responible for errors, except to the extent of the cost of
the first insertion, and then anly for that portion of the ad that may. have omls-
sions of copy. Corteitions of eqtors must be madi within the above ad deadlines
also.

CREDIT: Some classified categories require payment in advance

You ha

BLGZIND

AD DEADLINE

CANCELLATIONS: Cancellition rumbers are lssued at tho timvnf cantclem It . toplace cancel or
is necessary you have it in the event of any mi
deadlines are applicable to cancellations as well.

ADJUSTMENTS: Please check your ad for errors the first day it appears. Sunbelt

changeanad Is

Friday, 5 PM.

1 week prior to
publication.

ESom

ve

many ways to
place your

classified ad
in the Bloomingdale
Gazette:

¢ by phone:
call Ruby or Ashley at: 689-7764
¢ by fax:
639-9545, attention: Bloomingdale Gazette
¢ in person:
The Brandon News, 1401 Oakfield Dr.
¢ by mail:
The Bloomlngdale Gazette,
c/o the Brandon News, 1401 Oakfield Dr.
Brandon, Ft 33511

BLG3X3




24 THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE JUNE 20 2002

Call Lusna and disoover theL pleasure oF ﬁve star service
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