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SANDY CREEK
MANORS

Sandy Creek Manors is the latest previ-
ously-unnamed neighborhood section to
benefit from the BHA's Neighborhood

Name and Signage program. Will your
section be next? Seestory Paged.
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Apprentice PGA
professional Andy Zaras
chooses Bloomingdale to
launch his management
career. -

PAGE 15

INDEX

Neighborhood | |
Improvement .........c....... 3
Law Enforcement it 6
Schools came

Neighborhood News .... 11
Special Taxing District . 14

Business News ................. 15

W W W

"LAURA FRAZIER/flIZto
Bloomingdale student volunteers Angelica Trupiano, Jenna Simonson and Lauren West help stuff close to 5,000 envelopes containing member-
ship notices for the community’s 2005 dues drive

Volunteers Have The Right Stuff

DUES NOTICES
MAILED IN MAY

A Gazette Report

Nelghborhood volunteers helped
BHA board member Jane Lee and
Bloomingdale office manager Joni
Hickle stuff, seal and stamp close to

5,000 membership dues notices at the
community office May 14.

A group of volunteers, including
students Angelica Trupiano, Jenna
Simonson, Lauren West, Layne Har-
rod, Brittney Solomon and Emily Gor-
don, along with homeowner Helen
Johnson, turned out for the an.nual
project. ;

The dues notices were mailed to all
Bloomingdale residents the last week
of May. The $25 per residence mem-
betship dues are the homeewners asso-
ciation’s only means of financial sup-
port. For more information about the
dues drive or the BHA, wvisit
wwwbloonnngdalegazette com or call

' 681-2051.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS + PAGE 11

Chamber Leads Charge To
Widen Lithia-Pinecrest Road

TOWN HALL MEETING SET FOR JUNE 7

N GDALEGAZETTE.COWM



2 « THE BLOOMINGRALE GAZETTE  JUNE 2005 » www.bloomingdalegazette.com
CARPET « WO0O0D LAMINATE + BAMBOO - AREA RU| o CARPET +« WOOD - C

BAMBOO AREA RUGS o
.y

f.
/LA

LAMINATE

HICOMINCK ' )15 1ICA R Save hundreds of dollars
B Now buy ANY Carpet, any floor 8 in z'nterest Cbﬂrges., A

Purchoss 5 NO PAYMENTS

R il 2 NOINTEREST L
;RGPS MOLAWE.  June 2006 |

*with approved credit with 25% down.

P~ . - e il -

e R HARDWOOD | CERAMIC | LAMINATE |-
s = ‘ FLOORS Stone & Rustic Looks | TEXTURED WOOD LOOK |-
ABEA“M,R“GS 1/2" Thickness © 25 Year Warranty T i 2 3 =

o | Every Stainmaster®
== $979 | B’ a9

w | with outstanding s 0 starting starting starting .

@ i i sq. . at only sq.ft at only sq.ft at only sq.fL 3

= | Enjoy texture =

- without boundaries. Installed with pad Over 700 in stock nugs Installation Avallable Installation Avaliabie Instaliation Avallable Jl

P e =

=| ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL BAMBOO ©:
m

SAVINGS SAVINGS SAVINGS

Imported Directly From China

' 55000 $1 0000 $1 5000 HEAVY TEXTURED S Engenred ,
- CARPET 29
: OFF | OFF | OFF =5 :
i starting
: = 97949 :
(] m fuzzirg or 2 sq. ft. o 3 :
Any Purchase of $399 - $799 Any Purchase of $800 - $1499 Any Purchase of $1500 or M S e
. Vialid thru June 30, 2005 Y Valld thru June 30, 2005 Y Vo s :unse 20,2000 A ety 'nstalled with pad ptataol aeiaig )
a
- a =
- =
: Sale Ends BEATAEA i VISION STATEMENT | :
E 2 | Bet F ¥ alg:]o ri t & F LOORING  We buy containers and truckioads of ceramic tie, ,
~ une Jgv, . (Between rerman LiewTole hardwood fioors, bamboo fioors,laminate foors, <
Brandon Honda, Next to ProGolf) carpet and area rugs, bringing 2 large setection and -
O - 628_9630 value to cur customers. We ara also part of CCA
2 Global Partners, the largest buyer of floaring -
‘_‘! products in the world.
- CARROLLWOOD S o e S
ALLY area 0 com vith strong ties
- 13145-D North Dale Mabry | EOCALLY ey 2
b (NE corner Dale Mabry & Fletcher) -
o 908-6553 o WNED We are active in the community through the
Chambet, sponsoring youth activities, and through .
a family & friends.
° WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY BRANDON 2
= OVER 500 STORES NATIONWIDE 1335-C W. Brandon Blvd. O PERATED o e i ks | =
= | ENOWNED We strive to have the best producs avaiable to our -
= ot customers, giving thern the right product for their T
o= Over One Million Square Feet in Stock! sl Bsi E afake Do e bt ki, :
o ] MON-FRI 9-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5 E
A . ERVICE Starting with our professional sales associates and <
7 www.flooringamerica.com & continuing with a qualy instalation, we vl srve for
- ; [ ; Ty e =71 s 8 great customer service. ‘
s Validat parficipating s!orasg;e ym:rﬂ lacal dege; fucli cinmm;ie details, IF‘:[D.- orders exemuii h?ﬂer ;::19!*&; J!.IITZ GBBQQUS.‘?:{S;?W-WI:E E?s:hasl S?:g} Al uﬂdef: fora |I":_IIEU ilm;!:nr;?-
Financing avaiiable on select styles of flooring. Subject to credit approval, No minimum mon ents are due during the Same-As- period; huwever, finance ES ‘ﬂm
: wirtlaac,crfte. l?tne or?umm purchase gmr:untﬂlsg paid :n full prior mafr?e SAC explration date, all firfaﬁate charges arg \-raivsd.glt not paid prior to SAG axpiration date, all accrued interest 4 m m m m o ;
= remains on the account and will continue to acerue untif the bakance is paid, APR 24% and minimum finance charge of $.50. both of which may vary. See Cardholder Agresmant for m m M 2 3
e details. Store may reguire minimum purchase and/or deposit, All offers are for retail saies only; no contractcommerclal Unless otherwise indicated, prices are for materials only. Not L e
all merchandise in all stores, Photos are representational only. Actual merchandise may not exactly match photos shown. Although we make every &ffort to ensure that our advertising E
E is accurale, we cannot be held liable for typographical errors or misprints. FAME-5599. 0472005 3
I

__"'-___1,;:_ _.,;o e -
£ - - -4 :

AREA RUGS

.._;ﬂ';‘-z.'.-—‘_d_q: ’ J _.._'_.. oy P e ]
. AREA RUGS °+ CARPET ¢ WO0OD - CERAMIC - LAMINATE

.

(1]
E
=
|
m
°
=
[}
[}
=
.
«
m
|,
-
=

, SRS
.

y pm
>
=
=
>
-
m
.
-]

.

.

t .
a
o)



-BI.OO_MINGDALE

Cleanup Day,

. =

760 CUBIC YARDS OF
-~ JUNK DISCARDED

By LAURA FRAZIER
- Editor

This time around — to pro-
vide more space for extra con-
tainers and to improve the traf-
fic flow — Dumpsters were
placed in an open field behind
the Parks Maintenance Unit on
Natures Way.

BHA president Ted Grable
said, “Everyone agreed that the
new traffic flow and container

- Bloomingdale residents dis-
posed of 160 cubic yards of
household junk and debris —
for free — at the Bloomingdale

?{omjz\vgets Asso(czllauon S location worked out by (BHA
Day ommunity LIeantup - p,ard member) Steve Heckel
%

and the Parks and Recreation
Department was a great suc-
cess.” '

Grable " gave credit for
organizing and running the
event to Heckel and fellow vol-
unteer board members Lydia
Hatrod, Pam Liguori, Joe

The event was held in coop-
eration with the Hillsborotigh
County Office of Neighbor-
hood Relations and Parks
Maintenance = Department.
BHA vice president Joe Hickle
called the event “a great suc-
cess.”

After overwhelming
response to its April 9 Cleanup
Day — which forced volun-
teers to close the site down
early — the BHA board quick-
ly organized the May 14 event.
In April, dozens of residents

2 and vice president Hickle. The

team was assisted by several
Bloomingdale residents and
high school students who
turned out to help, along with
Hillsborough County Parks
Maintenance employee Clay-

who arrived after the site ton Weaver. -

closed wete directed to one of  Future Cleanup Days will be
Hillsborough County’s Com- announced in the Gazette and
munity Collection Centers to on  www.bloomingdalegaz-
dispose of their items. ette.com:

Nelghborhood Section

Gets New Idenmy

~ WILLYOUR
SECTION BE NEXT7

A Gazette Report

The latest neighborhood
section to benefit from: the
Bloomingdale Homeowners *
Association’s Neighborhood
Naming and Signage program-
is Sandy Creek Manors, for- -
merly known only as Section I.

Four eatryway signs were
installed in May on Canoga
Park Drive at Garnet Drive and
Tyndale Diive.

The BHA is ready to pro—
ceed with the naming and sig-
nage of another unnamed
neighborhood section. To find
out which section your home is:
in, and what the legal bound— -
aries'ate, visit Wwwbloomng
dalegazette.com or call 681-

e ot b

SANDY CREEK
MANORS

LAURA FRAZIER/ Staff photo

‘Residents of unnamed sec-
tions who wish to participate in
the program ate encouraged to
speak with their neighbors and
circulate petitions or ballots
‘door-to-door to rally support.
- /Pctmons ot ballots can be sub-

mitted by mail or in person to

2051. the Bloomingdale Community
The ﬂe.lghbc:thood section ~ Office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road,

whose rcﬁdt‘:fﬁ:s demonstrate Valtico, FL 33594 (office hours

the most interest in naming . -Monday thtough Thursday; 7

their section and havmg signs  to 11 am.) ;

mstalled will'be selected next. Nezghborhood participation

and future selections will be
announced in the Gazette and
on - www.blooming-
da.!egazette com. If you have
any questions about the pro-
gram, call 833-0759.

Residents who wish' to submit
suggested names for their
unniamed section ma)f do so by
e-mail to neighborhoodstan-
datd@tampabay.rr.com, or call
833-0759.

Liguori, Stan Lee, Dale Kahn .

RIS i)
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I GHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT

‘Great Success’

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Parks Department employee Clayton Weaver helps homeowners association and neighborhood volunteers dispose
of household junk and discards at one of two Community Cleanup Days the BHA held this spring.
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BLOOMINGDALE

From left, Conrado Skepple, 7, and Linda Leigh help remove the spike rush growing in their neighborhood’s pond.

Grants Fund Neighborhood Projects

ALAFIA TEACHER
HELPED RESTORE POND

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

Duting the 16 years she’s lived in Belle Tim-
bte off Bell Shoals Road, Nancy Waters has
watched in dismay as the retention pond in her
neighborhood had deteriorated.

So she decided to take action.

With the help of a minigrant from the Hills-
borough County Office of Neighborhood
Relations, Waters will see the pond restored to
its former glory.

“This pond used to have beautiful lily pads
and aquatic plants, but through aggressive lawn
care and weather, it hasn’t been ideal for our

See POND, Page 19

County Minigrant
Oirientation June 14

AT BRANDON REC CENTER

A Gazette Report

Residents who want to strengthen their
neighborhoods — with more signage,
starting a community event, or even creat-
ing a newsletter — can receive help from
the Hillsborough County Commission
through the Neighborhood Minigrant
Program. :

Applications from neighborhood asso-

See MINIGRANT, Page 19

NEIGHBORHOOD

IMPROVEMENT

Residents Must Stow
Yard Waste Out Of
Sight Until Pickup Day

COUNTY CODE, DEED
RESTRICTION RULE

A Gazette Report

Bloomingdale residents are
busy cleaning up their yards,
ttimming trees and shrubs,
replacing mulch and raking up
the season’s last batch of fallen
leaves.

Many homeowners naturally
do. their yard work over the
weekend, up to an entire week
before pickup day on Friday.
County codes and neighbot-
hood deed restrictions require
residents to store their yard
trash out of sight from the
street until 6 p.m. the evening
before pickup.

Neat lawns and nicely main-
tained landscaping are a great
asset. to our community, but
yard waste left at the curb for
days on end is not. .

Trash bags and debris piled
along our streets, particulatly

during the hot, wet summer
months, create an unsightly
mess and a perfect breeding
ground for mosquitoes.

Moving the bags and piles
twice — once when you do the
yard work, and again on pick-
up day
venience, but it’s necessary.
Some homeowners store their
yard waste inside their garage
or on their lanai until pick up
day. An inexpensive bag-cart,
available at hatdware stores,
makes it easier to roll the stuff
out to the curb on Thursday
evening,

Keeping trash of all kinds
off the streets until the night
before pickup day reflects nice-
ly on our homes and our com-
munity.

If you have any questions
about county codes and deed
restriction requirements, please
visit www.bloomingdalegaz-
ette.com ot call Neighborhood
Standards, 833-0759.

is surely an incon-

Watering Restrictions
Eased Up June1

OKTO WATER
TWICE A WEEK

A Gazette Report

The Hillsborough County
Watet Department announced
May 27 it would lift once-a-

week watering restrictions
placed on the system’s south-
central water service area.
Effective June 1, Blooming-
dale residents can water their
lawns twice a week. Watering
days vary according to your

See WATER, Page 18
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Smiling Brightly

By Joseph Garland

Every dentist I ever went to
talked about pulling teeth and
braces and implants: no thanks.
I inherited these bad teeth from
my folks. After my baby teeth
fell out, some of my adult teeth
were actually smaller than nor-
mal. This resulted in extra space
causing some of my other teeth
to come in crooked. It didn’t help
that I played a little hockey in
high school either. All in all, my
smile looked pretty bad.

As a 55 year old insurance
agent, I know that appearance
is important, but I had never
been ready to spend all the mon-
ey and time to get my teeth fixed,
especially with no guarantees.

Then a friend of mine had
an Extreme Smile Makeover like
you see on television. His smile
turned out great! He didn’t tell
anyone he was having it done
and I didn’t see him for about
three weeks. When I did see
him he was smiling from ear to
ear. 1 was shocked at the differ-

.ence. He was like a new person!

He never stopped smiling that
whole day.

We went golfing and 3 or 4
people must have told him he
had a great smile. That was
almost two years ago and he
looks just as good today. He
went back to the dentist for a
cleaning and a check-up last
week and everything is fine.
He said he’s still very happy with
the decision to have it done. He
can eat anything he wants and
says his teeth feel completely
natural. There’s no special care
involved.

457669

~ Of course I asked who he went
to see. I figured it was some big
shot in Tampa. It was Dr. Scott
Arnold, right here in Blooming-
dale. Apparently he has had some
very extensive cosmet-
ic training at one of
the world’s most pres:
tigious institutes; the
Las Vegas Institute
for Advanced Den-
tal Studies. I heard
he has helped a lot
of people in the area,
so I went to see him;
what a great guy.

He assured me that he could
help. His team took some x-rays,
made some impressions of my
teeth and he showed me exactly
what was wrong and how they
could fix them. He gave me sev-
eral options for treatment and I
was able to choose which one I
was most comfortable with. I took
the best he had to offer. I figured
I'm worth it.

Dr. Arnold was outstanding.
I never felt any pain during or
after the treatment and I abso-
lutely love my new smile (check
it out!); otherwise, I would never
have put myself out here like
this for the whole world to see

how bad my teeth were in the -

beginning. Now I feel great and
I think I look pretty great too.

According to the doctor my
procedure was a little more
complicated than most and
therefore took about 6 weeks
and 5 visits. Doctor Arnold is
a perfectionist and made sure
that everything looked and felt
exactly right. I recommend him
to everyone I know.

before

Liae -

Since having my
Smile Makeover, my
sales have sky-rock-

eted and a couple oth-
er family members
have gone to Arnold Dentistry.
I feel like a new person. I'm hap-
pier and proud of my smile. It
has truly changed my life. I only
wish I had done this sooner.

At Arnold Dentistry, crooked
teeth can be straightened,
stained and discolored teeth
can be whitened, chipped or
broken teeth can be repaired
and missing teeth can be re-
placed. They also perform gener-
al dentistry such as basic clean-
ing, check ups and whitening. I
highly recommend this team of
professionals. Tell them Joe sent
you.

Dr. Arnold takes great pride
in delivering personalized care
to his clients, utilizing the
newest technology to deliver
the highest quality. For more in-
formation please call

(813) 689-1529

4320 Bell Shoals Road
Valrico, Florida

wi- " RNOLD

Comfortable Family Dentistry

www.Exceptional CosmeticDentistry.com
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BLOOMINGDALE LAW

BACC REPORT

ST

MACKAUSTIN/Photo

Traffic accidents along Bloomingdale Avenue are an all-too-common sight. This crash occurred in the east bound

lane of Bloomingdale Avenue near Kings Avenue.

Drivers Pay High Price For Speeding Near High.Schodl

TICKETS TOTAL $5,000 IN ONE DAY

By MACK AUSTIN
Correspondent

At the May 2005 meeting of the Blooming-
dale Area Community Council, known as the
BACC, Bloomingdale Community Resource
Deputy Maurer updated members on several
topics of interest and concern.

Traffic Blitz Busts Speeders, Light Runners

Maurer briefed the council on the sheriff’s
office ongoing Traffic Blitz program. In one day,

See BACC, Page 19

Substation Keeps
Tabs On Sex Offenders

A Gazette Report”

- Deputy Pete Maurer and Officer Sandy
Capitano maintain a list at the Blooming-
dale substation with information about reg-
istered sex offenders and predators living

in the Bloomingdale arca.
The sheriff’s office also has a sexual

See OFFENDERS, Page 7

ONE THIEF CAUGHT,
OTHERS SUSPECTED

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

Four portable classroom
units at Cimino Elementary
School - were broken into
sometime between 9 p.m.
Tuesday, May 17 4and 5 a.m.
Wednesday, May 18.

- According to Blooming-
dale Community Resource
Deputy Pete Maurer, elec-
tronic equipment and teach-
ing materials valued at more
than- $8,500 were stolen,
including a laptop computer,
a television and three VCR-
DVD machines. Several cars
and a utility truck parked on
campus were also reportedly
broken into.

Cimino teacher Jessica Sul-
tenfuss discovered the scene
6:30 a.m. Wednesday morn-
ing. She alerted Principal Lou
Cerreta, who immediately
called the sheriff’s depart-
ment to report the incident.

A drnver’s license belonging
to a juvenile was found at the
scene, leading investigators to
a young male who eventually
confessed to the auto burgla-
ries. The minor was taken to
the Juvenile Assessment Cen-
ter. Maurer said other sus-

ENFORCEMENT

 Classrooms, Vehicles
- Burglarized At Cimino

“What theyre really
doing is stealing
from the children
and thinking only
of themselves. It's
justsad.”

LOU CERRETA

Principal, Cimino Elementary School

pects may have been involved.

Cerreta said some of the
stolen items would have little
value outside of the class-
room.

“It’s very disheartening as a
principal to see this,” he said.

“What they’re really doing
is stealing from the children
and thinking only of them-
selves. It’s just sad.”

All of the stolen items will
have to be replaced, including
a very expensive laptop com-
putet, which was part of a
personal education plan for
one student.

Cerreta was pleased with
how  quickly  deputies
responded to the scene and
apprehended the perpetrator.

Deputy Maurer noted that
Florida is getting tougher on
juveniles who commit crimes.

Minors can be held in a
juvenile detention facility for
up to 21 days depending on

See CIMINO, Page 7

Ray Chadderton of Keller Williams Realty
is your neighborhood specialist.
If you’re thinking about

“making a move call Ray today!
(813) 601-0597

K E A llgmgn OB 2

2119 W. Brandon Blvd Suite A
Brandon, FL 33511

e

For information or order go to: www.recyclecarts.com
In Hillsborough Co. 643-7515 « 800-299-2181  4eser6

Stop Dragging Those Bins!

RECYCLECARTS INC.

Are you tred of carrying, dragging
or lugging your recycle bins back and
forth from the house to the curb: Do
you want less clutter in your garage or

carport? Want an easy way to help your
local recycling program?

The answer is:

 RECYCLECARTS INC.

“We make it easy o Recyele” s Free L. E -4l
n EE DCliVCI'Y L‘“

.
Patent Pending

“] Just Love My
RecycleCart” &

l

147921
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The paint for
people who

hate to paint.

Porter paints go on easier, cover better and last longer
than Jesser quality paints. So the more often you use Porter,
the less often you have to paint.

The Paint Store

4360 Lithia Pinecrest Rd (across from Lithia Springs Elementary)

684-2800

PAINTS

Mon-Fri 7-5 ¢ Sat 8-2

Serving Residential & Contractors
We Earn Our Stripes Every Day!™
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SUBSTATION NOTES

Parents Urged
To Talk Summer
Safety With Teens

SETRULES,
- ASK QUESTIONS

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER
Bloomingdale Community
Resource Deputy

For kids, summer break
means no school and no
homewortk, just lots of fun
and free time, hopefully spent
staying out of trouble.

Patents, now is the time to
be sure you know where your
kids are at all times — espe-
cially teenagers.

Many teens spend a good -
deal of time at home alone
while their parents are work-
ing, It is extremely important
for parents to sit down with
their kids and talk about the
need to be careful, to be cau-
tious and to think. Emphasize
the importance of keeping
doors locked, not telling oth-
ers they are home alone and
being sure to lock up when
they leave. Talk about how to
stay safe. Bike safety, pool

OFFENDERS

safety, fire safety and stranger
danger are very important sub-
jects that all families should
discuss in detail.
Summertime offers oppoz-
tunities to
have fun and
relax, butit
also leaves
time open to
get into trou-
ble. In addi-
tion to keep-
- ing close tabs

on your kids’
whereabouts, you must know
whom they are with. Peet
pressure can sometimes lead
to problems. We all hope that
we know our kids and have
instilled in them a sense of
good judgment and personal
responsibility, but even the
best kids can make bad deci-
sions. Set specific rules for
them to follow.

Don't let them end the sum-

mer with a criminal record or a
serious injury.

Continued From Page 6

predator unit that closely mon-
itors and tracks all predators in
our area.

Residents with questions or
concerns can stop by the sub-
station on Bell Shoals Road,
open weekdays from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m., or call 635-8040.

C(IMINO

Maurer advises residents to
check the Florida Department.
of Law Enforcement Web site,
www.fdle.state.fl.us, for new
mnformation about monitoring
programs and upgraded access
to the sex offender and preda-
tor database.

Contmued From Page 6
the crime.
“If you do something

wrong, you’re going to suffer
the consequences,” Maurer
said.

School officials and detec-
tives ate trying to determine
how the suspect(s) gained

access to the campus, which is
gated at night. Hillsborough
County ~ property detective
Mike Sardone is conducting
the investigation. If you have
any information about the bur-
glary, please call Detective Sat-
done at 247-0455.

s
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ENFORCEMENT

MACKAUSTIN/ Photo

Heavy traffic in the Bloomingdale area frustrates many drivers, but there’s no excuse for speeding, running red lights
or committing acts of road rage. The sheriff’s office is closely monitoring these violations.

BUCKLE UP, DRIVE
WITH CAUTION

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER
Bloomingdale Community
Resource Deputy

June is National Safety
Month, a time to emphasize the
importance of all areas of safe-
ty — at home, at work and at
play. Whether we’re out dtiving
to work, enjoying time with our

State Farm®

Tel'l'y Fink,Agent\

654.1320

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomingdale, lllinois 61710

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

- STAYE FARM

ANSURANCE
3

410 E. Bloomingdale Avenue ® Brandon
fax 653.2947

447639

families and friends or just run-
ning errands, we must all pay
special attention to the many
dangers we face while driving,
This summert, the Hillsbot-
ough County Sheriff’s Office
and Florida Highway Patrol will
focus their full attention on
enforcing safe driving in our
area. Please pay special atten-
tion to the following behaviors
and discuss them with all the

June Is National Safety Month

members of your family who
drive; especially teens.

Speeding Kills

Speeding kills more than
12,000 people each year and
increases the severity of a
crash. HCSO and FHP officers
are monitoting speeding in our
area and are writing citations

See SAFETY, Page 18

Improve your kitchen by adding the elegance of
8 sq. ft. of granite. We have 25 colors to choose from
countertops only $30.00sq.ft. on 3/4™ tthk selected

varieties.

LAKELAND
Tel (863) 284-1150
Fax (863) 284-1158

1755 Memorial Blvd.
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Cel (813) 967-5981
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Cimino Elemntary Dedicates Memorial

READING GARDEN

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

Six months after the death of
Cimino Elementary Principal
Sandra Frost, the school staff,
student body and community
gathered for the ribbon cutting
and dedication of the Sandra
Frost Reading Garden.

Frost passed away in Octo-
ber 2004 after a year-long bat-

tle with cancer. A corner of the E

campus dedicated to the love of
reading now stands as a memo-
rial to the long time Hillsbot-
ough County educator.

Cimino Principal Lou Certe-

~ ta said, “Mts. Frost was an avid

reader and promoted reading,
encouraging children to do the
same. What better way to
honot her than with this read-
ing garden?”

Frost’s parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Bennett, her son, Ragon, her
brother, Barry, and several rep-
resentatives from the Hillsbor-
ough County School District
and school board attended the
ceremony, along with Brandon
High Principal Danny Yoest
and his wife, both longtime
friends of Sandra and Ron
Frost.

Cimino teacher and close
friend to Frost, Chris Catlson,
said, “This is a place whete Mrs.
Frost devoted all her time. She
loved her staff and the commu-

nity, and mostly she loved the -

children.” Caslson encouraged
the children and teachers to
come and sit in the special place
created in memotry of Frost,
who would be very proud that
her favorite pastime will be
enjoyed in the garden.

A collaborative  effort

between the staff, parents,
community and students, the
garden is a paved area just out-
side the media center, dotted
with statues depicting children
reading, Lush landscaping and
patk benches surround the
perimeter, which will later
include a tiered fountain and a
plaque honoring Cimino’s inau-
gural principal.

Most of the work was done
by volunteers. PTA President
Shannan Powell praised their
efforts.

“It’s been a very good com-
bination effort between our
PTA, the teachers, the commu-
nity and our student council,”
Powell said. - - ;

The school’s Cougar Chorus,
joined by first-graders from
teacher Nina Czaja’s class, pet-
formed two songs. Othet stu-

10am - midnight
7 days a week

3444 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.

We are there |
when you need us... | |

- New Convenient Hours:

- Minor and Urgent Care

Board Certified in emergency medicine

LaTtE Hours URGENT CARE

- Most Insurance Accepted

- X-rays

- EKG

- In house labs

- All ages welcome

Valrico, Florida 33594

Next to Stein Mart

813-643-9393

dents read poems. Then the
Bennetts and Ragon Frost cut
the ribbon surrounding the
garden.

Assistant Principal Debb1e
Talley presented Frost’s family
with a2 commemorative brick
from the garden. Ragon Frost
thanked the school for keeping
his mother’s memory alive.

“She would be so pleased,”
he said.

Cimino Elementary is not

. the only school keeping Frost’s

memory alive. A new elemen-
tary school on Falkenburg
Road in Brandon has been
named in honor of Sandra
Frost and her husband, Ron;
former principal of Dutrant
High School, who preceded his
wife in death. The new elemen-

tary. school will have two
cougars as its mascot — blend-

At left, Cimino
PTA volunteers
Dave Shapiro, Kim
Wallace and Holly
Shapiro work last
month to assem-
ble benches to
place in the San-
dra Frost Memori-
al Reading Gar-
den. The creation
of the garden was
funded totally by
donations, and
most of the work
was done by PTA
volunteers. Be-
low, Ragon Frost
thanks the stu-
dents and staff of
Cimino Elemen-
tary for keeping
his mother’s
memory alive
through the cre-
ation and dedica-
tion of the Sandra
Frost Reading
Garden.

LESLIE WHITE/Photos

ing the Cimino Cougars and
Durant Cougars — to honor
the couple, who greatly impact-
ed Hillsborough County
schools.

The creation of the garden

© Princess Parties
* 50’ Seck Hop Parties
© Diva Glamour Parties

was funded totally by dona-
tions, which are stll being
accepted to help offset the cost
of the memorial plaque. To
make a tax deductible donation,
call 740-4450.
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A Boutique Filled with [tems to Dress Her,
Decorate Her Room & Pamper Her from Head to Toe
Book Your Next Party — www.allaboutmeparty.com

3) 650-8899 « Catering to Every Girl's Need
.4 10425 County oad 39 Litia, Florida 33547 {nside La Joie Msison)
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Reed’s Residential
GARAGE DOOR SERVICE

DOORS - OPENERS * SERVICE
WE DO IT ALL!

CALL FOR DETAILS
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Imagine getting all the services you want and need — Digital Cable TV, High Speed Internet and Digital Phone — from one company with just

one money-saving bill! You can with the Digital Combo Plus from Bright House Networks.

Digital Cable Means ~

F“"?Fun'

The true On Demand features of Digjtal Cable let you watch what you want,

when you want. It puts you in control!

= Favorites On Demand
FREE with Digital Cable

Plus get access to Movies On
Demand and Premiums On Demand.

= Digital Video Recorder (DVR)

Add the DVR to record and store
“can’t miss” shows...even pause live TV.

Call All You Want For Less ~
Yak Yak

Get unlimited local and free
long distance calling in the
U.S. and Canada, plus:

= Free voice mail
= Free caller ID
m Free call forwarding

m Free call waiting

Keep your current phone number or we’ll
supply you with a new one. U.S. calling area
includes Alaska and Hawaii, as well as
Guam, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Vlrgm Islands
and N. Mariana Islands.

|'|l h Speed lnternet ~
fid Cha “'"

Surf the web at blazing fast speeds now up to 5
Mbps with Road Runner High Speed Online or
EarthLink High Speed Internet.

m Super fast access

Enjoy speeds' up to 100 times faster than dial-up and faster
than DSL.

=m Always on

Get non-stop access that doesn't tie up your phone lines.

The more services,
the more savings! ~

Digital Cable (reguiar price) '$61.39
High Speed Internet (regular price) $44.95
Digital Phone (regular price) - $49.95
TOTAL Regular Price: $156.29

(if purchased separately) price per month

DIGITAL COMBO PLUS Price: $136.85

Digital Combo Plus Savings of
$19.44 monthly and over $230 annually

One Company = One Bill = Three Great Services = Call Today!
Call 813-436-2354 or Visit mybrighthouse.com

bright house

..i

i g

L
oo{'The Fiber Leadet”
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458232
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Bloomingdale High
Ranks 331 Nationwide

Photos courtesy Cimino Elementary School

(odl[atsﬂave (haracter

Above, Cimino Elementary School Cool Cats for Character for the month of April, in kindergarten through sec-
ond grade are (bottom row) Marshall Gonsastves, Matthew Belcher, Matthew Shibatta, {second row from bot-
tom) Ben Coughenour, Julia Fontana, Alexa Panter, Dylan Smith, Danielle Owen, Sara Gizzi, {third row from bot-

TEN HILLSBOROUGH
SCHOOLS IN TOP 1000

A Gazette Report
Bloomingdale High School
Guidance Department head

ing seniors, a formula the mag-
azine reports gives a good indi- -
cation of students prepared for
high level careers. Ten Hills-
borough County schools made
the top 1,000 list. They are:

School and rank
Mary Grable reports Bloom- SRAg—
- Hillsborough — 10
ingdale was ranked by ) 36
Newsweek magazine No. 331 E—

Plant— 69

out of 27,468 high schools
nationwide. Newsweek ranked
the schools using a ratio; the
number of Advanced Place-
ment or International Bac-

Bloomingdale — 331
Tampa Bay Tech — 504
Plant City — 618
Chamberlain — 708

tom) Koby Davis, Kelsey Klein, Kayla Byrd, Maximino Rodriguez, Madison Anderson, Jocelyn Pavelschak, (top calaureate tests taken by all stu- Sickles — 780
row) Paul Wallace, Evan Rapp, Anna Marie Decort, Heather Allen, Caden Raymond, lan Williams and Courtney ' g g e ool
Wadstrom. Not pictured; Nicholas Prindle and Beattie. Below, Cool Cats in grades three through five are (bot- S AR T A AR )
tom row) Yvette Lomax, Erik Kough, Kara Licause, (second row from bottom)Ayana Ariola, Zach McCarthy, Ara- ed by the number of graduat- Wharton — 939

bella Hall-Woodring, Jessica Daly, (third row from bottom) Jesse Fuhs, Cristiana Capozza, April Showalter, Petie
Bistolfi, Courtney Wiedrich, (top row) Jake Baer, Joran McBurney, Cassidy Erickson, Shanna Bland, Maribeth
Mitchell an, Chelsy Davis. Not pictured; Jenny Scharp, Andrea Kelly, Brandon Biddle and Kevin Cox.

New County School
Superintendent Appointed

BOARD VOTED
UNANIMOUSLY

A Gazette Report

The Hillsborough County
School Board voted unani-
mously last month to appoint
MaryEllen Elia the district’s
next - superintendent  of
schools.

Elia is currently the district’s
chief facilities officer. Ptiot to
that, she served as general
director of secondary educa-
tion and director of nontradi-
tional programs.

She is credited with launch-
ing the district’s successful
magnet schools program. She
began her career in Hillsbot-

See ELIA, Page 18

Summer
Camp 2005
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SCHOOL OF QUALITY LEARNING
657-6200 * 4321 Lynx Paw Trail in Valrico

e
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. We have field trips going to Devil Ray games, Gator
Enl Oy and lea n Land, Arabian Nights, Pirate Cruise & Fantasy of Flight.
We'll be exploring the parks at Fort DeSoto

from KidStown, USA and the Lakeland Botanical Center.

Plus Golf, Karate, Tennis, Dance, Sprouts

themed curriCUIum ! Pottery and Mad Science. Select activities including / { |

Swimming, Basketball and more.

This Summer is packed full of fun at Kids R Kids

Call to reserve your space TODAY!

Open: Monday-Friday 6am to 6:30pm « Located Across From Lithia Springs Elementary

Limited Space Available * Lic#CHC 431024

- www.kidsrkids.com pe
MMER: MYPRO GOLF SCHOOLS
; %QCM ' FUNDAMENTALS & ACTIVITIES » SNACKS & FUN!
" colt 2005 _- | Enroll Now by Calling 655—-GOLF (4653) ext. 13 or Kids R Kids
g “\“0‘ 2 ¥ Including: 15-Hours of Golf Instruction, Range Balls, Green Fees, Supervision, Transportation, Daily Lunch (Full-Day Program Only)

. a8eS 7:}' &

Hosted at River Hills Country Club CALL 655-GOLF (4653) ext. 13 « EMAIL mypro@ulearngolf.com
WWW.ULEARNGOLF.COM - Private Lessons « Clinics « Equipment Evaluation

453675
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Chamber Task Force Leads Charge To Widen Lithia-Pinecrest

TOWN HALL MEETING
- SETFORJUNE T

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor-

Lithia-Pinecrest Road, the
heavily traveled two-lane thot-
oughfare between State Road
60 in Brandon and County
Road 39 in Lithia, is on the
“unfunded” list of Hillsbor-
ough County roads in need of
improvements.

By state standards it’s classi-
fied as a failed road, but Lithia-
Pinecrest is not slated for
widening five, 10 or even 15
years out.

Bloomingdale
George May, chairman of. the
board of the Greater Brandon
Chamber of Commerce, said if
something isn’t done now to
secure funding and begin plan-
ning improvements, it could be
20 years before traffic conges-
tion and safety hazards on the
road are remedied.

tesident

As burgeoning business and
residential development con-
tinues along the road, traffic
jams and accidents can only
increase unless improvements
are made to the road.

The chamber’s transporta-
tion task force, headed by for-
mer state Rep. Sandra Murman,
met with county commission-
ers in Aptil to present their
ideas to fast-track the project.
The group suggested that if the
road is built to federal stan-
dards, the county would be eli-
gible to tap into federal funds
to pay forit.-

The commission agreed to
conduct a transpottation study
and to consider the federal
funding option, May said. The
findings of the study are
expected to be presented at the
county commission’s June 15
meeting,

If the Lithia-Pinecrest proj-
ect can be moved forward
using federal funds and addi-
tional pockets of resources

“Wed like to encourage any
residents who have questions

or comments about widening
Lithia-Pinecrest Road to attend
the town hall meeting on June "

GEORGE MAY

Chairman of the board, Greater Brandon Chamber of Commerce

available, other unfunded road
improvements in Brandon
could follow suit.

“We basically feel like this is
the first step,” May said.

“If we can move the (Lithia-
Pinecrest) project forward with
federal funds and other
resources, it will make it easier
to improve other roads.”

“This opens the door for us
to not only go to the builders,
developers, the county and the
state for funds.”

The next project that needs
to be done, May said, is the
widening of Parson’s Avenue
between Lumsden Road and

State Road 60.

Traffic is so backed up at
times, May said, “You can’t
even get to the hospital at rush
hour.”

The task force plans to blitz
the Brandon area this month
with a petition asking the coun-
ty to aggressively move the
project forward.

Residents who wish to sign
the petition can do so at the
chamber office, 808 Oakfield
Drive, or at the Pinch-A-Penny
store -in Royal Oaks Plaza,
Lithia-Pinectest and Blooming-
dale Avenue.

The task force will host a

town hall meeting to discuss
the issue June 7 at 6 p.m. at
Foundation Christian Acade-
L%

Road.

May and Murman will pro-
vide information and answer
questions about the project.
Commissioner Ronda Storms,
a proponent of the widening
project, is expected to attend.

“So far we have had a very
positive response
approach,” May said.

“We’d like to encourage any
residents who have questions
or comments about widening
Lithia-Pinectest Road to attend
the town hall meeting on June
7, May said.

The group has chartered a
bus to transport residents who
wish to attend the June 15
county commission meeting at
County Center in downtown
Tampa.

For information, call the
Brandon Chamber of Com-
merce at 689-1221.

to our

ON OUR COMMUNITY WEBSITE

Report deed restriction violations anonymously on our Web site at www.bloomingdalegazette.com

at the “fDmeyardd " in andon

‘ THE TOAST OF THE TOWN '

A mew prestigious gated community in the heart of Brandon.
There are thirty-two luxury home sites in this
exclusive development for the.executive with o taste
for a distinctive home and a premium location.

COME BY TO HEAR MORE:

# Custom Homes from #395,000 (including home site)
4 Choose. plans from our portfolio or let us custom create your perfect retreat

@ 1/3 to 1/2 acre home sites
Prices subject to change

T X T Lk

i L 1 64 il 1
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(813) 657-6800

/4 mi. So. of Lumsden on Kings.
CRC 1326935

146358

3955 Lithia-Pinecrest
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Online Group lees, Takes Unwanted Goods For Free

BRANDON/VALRICO
FREECYCLE CAFE

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

There’s a new café in Bran-
don that’s open 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.

Cappuccinos and vanilla
lattes are not on the menu, but
completely free, pre-owned
household goods are served up
daily online at the Brandon
Freecycle Café.

Bloomingdale resident Lisa
Conn recently launched the
Brandon/Valtico chapter of
Freecycle, a nonprofit Internet-
based group with more than
2,400 chapters worldwide.

The Freecycle movement
began in 2003 as a grassroots

- effort in Tucson, Atriz., to pro-

mote the reduction of landfill
waste.

The project spawned a glob-
al virtual community, currently
with close to one million mem-
bers. There are 76 chapters in
Florida. The Brandon/Valrico
chapter has 1,200 members and
is one of the fastest growing
groups in the state.

Individuals and non-profit
organizations with household
goods they no longer need can
put the items up for grabs on
the Freecycle Web site. Those
in need of particular items can
post wanted ads on the site.

All goods must be offered

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Lisa Conn, in the garage of her Bloomingdale home, organizes items she plans to give away for free online.

100 percent free of charge, and
no trading or bartering is
allowed.

Items offered are pictured
and described on the web site.
The café section of the Bran-
don/Valrico group’s site serves
as a chat room for members to
talk about their Freecycle expe-

 riences and to get to know one
anothet.

When users offer a new item

free for the taking, all members
on the group’s list receive an e-
mail advising them of the new
posting, Anyone interested in
the item can e-mail the owner
directly.

The owner chooses who
teceives the item, oftentimes
based on the needs of the per-
son requesting the goods.

“We had a child’s car seat
posted not too long ago, and

The Minutes You Want.
The Rellahllltv ) (111} Need
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; GET 2 LINES.
! SHARE 500 MINUTES.
ONLY 3591

monthly access
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access each

Limited Time Offer

g

After mail-in rebate
With 2 year agreement. While supplies last. Terms apply. Rebate takes 8-10 weeks

THE \WIRELESS S TORE
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3440 Lithia Pinecrest
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there were many requests for it.
The owner wound up giving it
to a single mom who needed a
car seat for het baby so she
could go out and look for a
job,” Conn said.

The site is not restricted to
those with crisis needs. Partici-
pants have picked up children’s
toys and Dbicycles, musical

instruments, video game con-
soles, collectibles and more on

the site. Conn has acquired free
artwork fot her home, a Pam-
pered Chef baking stone and
her favorite find — dozens of
clear plastic totes she needed
for storage.

On the giving end, Conn has
Freecycled a Lazy-Boy recliner,
Queen Anne chair, toaster oven
and tons of baby clothes.

The Freecycle option is less
wasteful and better for the
environment than throwing
away reusable items, Conn said.
Freecycle also has advantages
over running a “for sale” ad in
the newspaper, posting items
on eBay, or delivering goods to
charity drop-off locations.

“The service is completely
free, no strings attached. You
get to choose a good home for
your old possessions, and tak-
ers come fright to your door to
pick them up.”

The best thing about Freecy-
cle, Conn said, is the satisfac-
tion that comes from simply

.giving away something you

don’t need or want to someone
who does.

“It’s a great feeling when you
give something away free and
clear. You are just giddy when
they are driving away with it.”’

For more information con-
tact Conn at freecycle.mod.-
brandon@gmail.com.  The

Brandon/Valrico group’s
homepage is linked to
www.freecycle.org,

Leave the driving to us.

for any occasion

e SPECIAL EVENTS

The best personalized transportation

e AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

Linos Corporate Sedan, Dhe

813-657-5450 /i 81 3 655-0384 ,éaa

linoslimo@yahoo.com
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Presidents Roundtable Holds Annual Public Affairs Dinner

BRANDON COUPLE
RECEIVES TOMKINS
SERVICE AWARD

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

The President’s Roundtable
of Brandon presented its annu-
al community service award to
T. J. and Richatd Weaver atits
public affairs dinner May 17.-

The award, named for the
late Alice B. Tompkins, 2 com-
munity activist and editor of
The Brandon News in the
1960s and 1970s, is presented
annually to residents who dis-
play a long-term commitment
to community service.

The Weavers wete lauded for
their extensive involvement
with many local organizations
including the Veterans of For-
eign Wats, General Federation
of Women’s Club Services,
American Cancer Society,
Eagle Scout and ROTC pro-
grams and the Greater Bran-
don Chamber of Commerce.

Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association board members in
attendance were president Ted

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Richard and T. ). Weaver accept the Presidents Roundtable of Brandon’s Alice B. Tompkins Award May 17.

Grable and directors Steve
Heckel, Stan Lee and Lydia
Harrod.

Public officials at the event
included state Senate President

Parks Dept. Help Bears

Move Concession Stand

READERS REQUEST
STORY CLARIFICATION

By LAURA FRAZIER
© Editor

Several readers called the
Gazette asking for clarifica-
tions about an article published
in the .May issue of The
Bloomingdale Gazette (“B:dn—
don Bears Forced To Tear
Down Concession Stand”).

The callers were concerned
that the story could lead read-
ers to believe that Hillsborough
County officials left the non-

~ profit youth football league to

( fend for itself after shutting

down its concession stand due

to county code and safety vio-
lations. :

Gazette staff spoke with
parks department spokesman

Sée our online catalog“at:
www.furnitureadvantage.com
Brandon - 813-685-4760

John Brill He said when
inspectors ordered the league’s
original concession stand
closed last season, parks
department staff went to great
lengths to help the organiza-
tion move its stand to an acces-’
sory building on the site. Staff
provided manpower to relocate
the stand and installed an ice
machine at county expense.

In addition, after last sum-
mer’s hurricane season, patks
staff helped clean up damage
and debris at the park, and pro-
vided generators at the field to
keep food in stofage from
spoiling. Brill said, “When the
county inspector said they
couldn’t work out of one place,
we tried to provide another.”

The callers also took issue

See BEARS, Page 18

= >

ashuija

Tom Lee, Hillsborough Coun-
ty Sheriff David Gee, Hillsbor-
ough County Commissioner
Mark Sharpe and state Rep.
Rich Glorioso. Representatives

of the Greater Brandon Cham-
ber of Commerce, Hillsbot-
ough  County  Property
Appraiser’s Office and Metro-
politan Planning Organization

‘I don't think you can
really know where
your future’s taking

you.”

TOM LEE

State Senator, Brandon
also attended.

The guest speaker was
Tampa Tribune columnist Dan
Ruth. Ernest Hooper, a colum-
nist for the St. Pete Times,
served as moderator.

Guests were invited to ask
questions of the government
officials in attendance. '

Sen. Lee, whose two-year
term as Senate president ends
next year, was asked if he
intended to run for the US.
Senate in 2006.

<1 dor’t think you can really
know whete your future’s tak-
ing you,” Lee said.

“My aspirations now ate to
come back home to the home-
building business I left in 1996
and to link arms with you all
again.” ;

Reflecting on his nine-year
legislative careet, TLee said,
“This has been an awesome
expetience.”

w W
BRA

Vv-r'ad D.M.D.

Practicing Fine Cosmetic
& Restorative Dentisiry

We have plenty of ways...

o Whitening ¢ Crowns & Bridges ° Dental Implants
 Most Procedures Completed In Office
e Insurance Filed For You
o Extended Payment Plans Available
» Now Accepting New Patients
o Oral Sedation Available

CALL TODAY

662-9233

to schedule your appointment

1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE e BRANDON

www.drbrantwade.com

437242
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BSTD REPORT

SPECIAL

TAXING

DISTRICT

Taxing District Set

6:30 PM. AT
COMMUNITY OFFICE

A Gazette Report

The Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District board of
trustees meets at 7 p.m. on the
second Monday each month at
the Bloomingdale Community
Office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road

Days and times for special
committee
announced in the Gazette and
on  wwwbloomingdalegaz-
ette.com. All meetings are open
to the public. For more infot-
mation, call 681-6667 or e-mail
bloomingdale.homeowners@v
erizon.net.

meetings ~ are

Final Annual Budget
Meeting June 15

The taxing district’s budget
committee has identified, pri-
oritized and budgeted for com-
munity maintenance and
improvements slated for the
next fiscal yeat, October 2005
to September 2006. At the May
BSTD meeting, the boatd
voted unanimously to approve
the proposed budget written
for presentation to the public
on June 13. The final budget
meeting is set for 6:30 p.m. at
the Bloomingdale Community
Office. For more information,
e-mail . bloomingdale.home-
ownets@verizon.net or call
684-6667.

April 2005 Financial
Report Approved

At the board’s May 2 meet-
ing, Vince Ferraro of Ferraro,
Higginbotham & Hayes pre-
sented the financial reports for
April 2005. The balance sheet
showed cash on hand in
AmSouth Bank at the end of
the month was $466,295.00.
Some expenditures noted were
$4,123 to repair signs, $4,998 to
i’cpa_ir accident sites, $2,069 for

Special Taxing District FAQs

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

_ The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association Inc. and
the Gazette  often receive
questions about the functions
and responsibilites of the
Bloomingdale Special Taxing
District, known as the BSTD.
Following are some frequent-
ly asked questions. For more

information, visit
www.bloomingdalegazette.co
m ot call 684-6667.

What is a

special taxing district?

Special taxing districts are
groups of county taxpayers
with a common interest that
tequites special funding. Spe-
cial taxing districts allow
members in any given district
to share common expenses
equitably by adding a special
tax assessment to the proper-
ty tax bill of each district
member.

Why does Bloomingdale
have a taxing district?

" The purpose of the BSTD
i$ to maintain a reserve of
funds to pay for community
repairs and improvements.

How long have we had a
special taxing district?

A group of Bloomingdale
residents petitioned the coun-
ty in the mid-1980s to create a

general parts and supplies and
$1,489 for irrigation parts and
supplies.

Property Manager’s Report

Property = Manager Al
Devney reports the following
activities will take place in June:

special taxing district for the
Bloomingdale area. The
county commission approved
the petition and the BSTD
was formed.

What area does
_BSTD encompass?

The BSTD area includes
every one of necarly 5,000
homes in. Bloomingdale East
and West, with the exception
of River Crossing Estates in
Bloomingdale East. At the
April 2005 BSTD mecting,
trustees questioned why River
Crossing Estates is not part of
the BSTD area. It was detet-
mined that original plans for
the section included a Bell
Shoals Road entrance, with
no through street into Bloom-
ingdale. Some board mem-
bers felt since the section was
developed with an interior
Bloomingdale entrance (off
River Crossing Drive), home-
owners in that section now
share the common area prop-
erty maintained by the BSTD
and should be assessed
accordingly. The board will
look into the process to con-
sider adding River Crossing
Estates to the district.

How much does
the BSTD cost residents?

Bloomingdale’s special tax
assessed annually by the Hills-
borough County Property

landscaping improvements in
Bloomingdale East will be
finalized; irrigation for the
Springvale system and modifi-
cations to the Hickory Ridge,
Culbreath and The Links sys-
tems will be started; annual
flowers will be installed at

Representation Of The Injured Is All That I Do!

21 years legal experience

1312 E. Lumsden Road

655-9027

D. Michael Elkins, PA
Injury Attorney

Brandon

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based upon advertisements.
Before you decide, ask me to send you free written information about my qualifications and experience.

FREE
CONSULTATION

NO RECOVERY * NO FEE
{Except Costs)

Please call for
an appointment

After hours & weekend
appointments available

451268

Appraiser is $100 per home.
The assessment 1s added to
cach homcowner’s annual
property tax bill. The BSTD
is a non-ad valorum district;
Cvery property owner pays
the same $100, regardless of
the value of their residence.

What are the
responsibilities of the BSTD?

The taxing district is
responsible for the mainte-
nance of and improvements
to the community’s common
areas including landscaping
along our feeder roads
(Natures Way, Culbreath,
Bloomingfield, etc.), perime-
ter walls, all major and most
minor entryways, landscap-
ing, irrigation, etc. The taxing
district’s area of responsibility
does not include county-
owned property such as
roads, patks, sidewalks, street
sigms, etc.

How can | reporta
maintenance or
improvement need?

Bloomingdale residents are
invited to attend special tax-
ing district boatd meetings,
held 7 p.m. the second Mon-
day each month at the Bloom-
ingdale Community Office, to
voice their concerns. You can
also call 684-6667 or e-mail
bloomingdale.homeown-
ers@verizon.net.

Major entryways.

In May, Devney reported the
following actions were com-
pleted: a broken wall on Bell
Shoals Road was repaired and
repainted; accident damage at
Culbreath Road on Blooming-
dale Avenue was repaited and

o Finalize Budget June 13

billed to the vehicle owner;
new yellow bows were placed
on entryway flagpoles; signs at
Holleman, Polumbo and
Bloomingdale West entryways
were painted. In addition, graf-
fiti on the wall along Canoga
Park Drtive, which covered 115
linear feet, was covered and
repainted; a vandalized light
timer at the John Moore Road
entry and a damaged TECO
light pole on Springvale were
replaced; the injection system
for the Springvale irrigation
system has been installed and
appears to be functioning

propetly.

Dunaire Residents Want Wall

Trustee Joe Harless, Capital
Improvements chairman,
reported in May he received
several comments from resi-
dents about the wood fence
along Natures Way at Dunaitre
Drive. A group of residents is
circulating a petition to ask the
taxing district to install a block
wall on the premises. The fence
is on private property. Presi-
dent Snelling asked Hatless to
bring the petition in for the
board to review at its June 13
meeting,

Landscaping Plans Changed

Trustee -Paul Sims, Land-
scaping Committee chairman,
reported in May the committee
determined after several meet-
ings that a few areas where
landscaping  improvements
were being considered in
Bloomingdale East do not
need improvements at this
time. The last landscaping
committee meeting, previously
announced in the Gazette and
on  wwwbloomingdalegaz-
ette.com, was May 23. The
committee will take its final rec-
ommendations to the full
board of trustees at its June 13
meeting,

& so much more...

+ Wind Chimes
+ Bird Feeders

+ Flags & Windsocks
Patriotic, Mother's Day, Teams, Etc.

+ Design Posts and Arches

@ 4

The helpful place.

Garden @CCGV‘

We are a full service hardware store offering:

Hardware + Tools + Electrical « Plumbing + Cleaning/Paint Supplies & Flousewares

.Hardware

Ace Hardware of Bloomingdale (Bloomingdale Square at Bell Shoals & Bloomingdale)

453079

681-1223 —
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New Assistant Manager Tees Off At Bloomlngdale

APPRENTICE PGA PRO,
TOURNEY
COORDINATOR

By DEREK MAUL
Correspondent

Every morning scores of
joggers, bike riders and walkers
circle Natures Way in Bloom-
ingdale East. ‘

Inside the five-mile loop, and
screened by homeowners for-
tunate enough to enjoy the
frdntage, the Bloomingdale
Golfers Club resides like 2 sub-
urban oasis.

The course, designed by
architect Ron Gatl, boasts 219
pristine acres. Half the land
remains a wildlife preserve.
With 13 lakes thrown into the
mix, the layout is not only beau-
tiful but also challenging.

It is here that apprentice
PGA professional and tourna-
ment coordinator Andy Zaras
has chosen to launch his man-
agement career. :

Zaras, 20, moved from the
Miami area in 2004 after grow-
ing up immersed in the sport of
golf.

His father, Tom Zaras,
worked as a golf professional at
Miami’s  legendary Doral
Resort. U

“I started playing when I was
2. Andy Zaras said.

Three 2-A state champi-
onships with Christopher
Columbus High School trans-
lated into a “full ride” scholar-
ship at Miami’s St. Thomas
University. Zaras hit two holes
in one in competition and has
played scratch golf (at or below
par) for several years.

He admits he probably
enjoyed playing too much.

“College didn’t work out,” he
said. “I was always finding
myself at the golf course more
than school. I got the golf part;
I just didn’t get the scholarship
part.”’

The Professional Golfers’
Association apptenticeship was
timely.

“There are three profession-
als on staff,” Zaras said. “I'm
first assistant and tournament
coordinator. I enjoy the busi-
ness side, interacting with the

85 RELIABLE
Lic. 3694

SLOOMINGDALE PAINTING
“U Buusok, Of Cuality”

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR » PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

—. FREE ESTIMATES.
l\ EXPERIENCED and

Bonded & Insured

members.”

Current responsibiliies don’t
leave much time to shoot at the
flag,

“I'm working too much in
the office to play,” he said. “I
can see the course; I just can’t
go out there.”

The three-year apprentice-
ship program leads to a Class A
professional status, qualifying

.Zaras to be a head professional

and course manager.

With explosive growth in the
industry, timing could not be
better.

“I think most of it is from
Tiger’s influence on the game,”
Zaras said, referring to golfing
icon Tiger Woods. “Did you
see the Masters? Unbeélievable.
That’s predominantly the rea-
son why.”

Just 10 years old when
Woods hit the scene a decade
ago, Zaras has grown up with
the phenomenon.

“Every time he goes to a
tournament. it affects the
industry,” Zaras said. “I went to
Doral (Miami) this year. There
were so many people following
Tiget, you couldn’t see him, just
the sea of people.”

‘In addition to a new genera-
tion of players, baby boomers
are building lifestyles around
recreation. With new courses
constantly under construction,
fair-weather states
Flotida have made golf an eco-
nomic juggernaut affecting
everything from real estate to
the marketing of equipment.

Zaras is prepating to meet
the challenge.

“We offer lessons;” he said.
“We have club adjustment and
repair; we offer playing lessons;
the practice facilities are awe-
some. You can be as good as
you want to be by putting in the
practice time. You write your
own ticket. We offer pretty
much anything”

It helps that Zaras gets to
work in his favorite environ-
ment.

“It’s a nice atmosphere and
everyone’s willing to help,” he
said. “People here go out of
their way.”

Home base to PGA touring
pto Michael Bradley, the

such as

654-5646

Bloomingdale Resident
Tod Howard

Bloomingdale Golfers Club is a
semiprivate facility in the
process of expanding its mem-
bet base.

“We offer great deals,” Zaras
said. “There’s a $150 initial
membership fee and it’s only
$100 a month. There are a lot
of benefits.”

The facility, owned by Fore
Golf of Manassas, Va., has
recently seen $1 million in ren-
ovations. .

“It’s in great shape and it’s
only getting better,” Zaras said.
“When you’re out there play-
ing, there’s wildlife, water and
birds. You feel like you’re not in
the city. I think it’s the best
course in town.”

For information on the
golfers club, call 685-4105 or
visit www.bloomingdalegolf-
.com.

DEREK MAUL/Photo
Andy Zaras will begin his career at the Bloomingdale Golfer’s Club.

ON OUR COMMUNITY WEBSITE

For Bloomingdale community meetings and events,
visit our Web site at www.bloomingdalegazette.com

Office and

Separate

All Aboard!

Rail-Road-Themed

Exam Rooms

Well-Visit and
Sick-Visit Entrances

Courtesy Prenatal
visits choose your
Pediatrician before
your baby is born

35 NADAL PEDIATRICS

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS

888 South Parsons Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 655-0292
8am-8pm Mon-Thurs
8am-5pm Fri

Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P.
Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P
Tomas de Brigard, M.D., FA.A.P
Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P.
Joyce L Young, A.R.N.P.

376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 681-7101
8am-5pm Mon-Fri
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Pacific Grill Offers Sushi, Non-Sushi Fare

- MRS. DUMONT:
“DEE-LISH”

By ELTON DUMONT
Exclusive To
The Bloomingdale Gazette

Quick now, where is the
Pacific Grill?

I didn’t think you knew: So
let’s clear that up immediately.
Tt is next to Stein Mart in
Lithia Crossings, just south of
Bloomingdale Avenue. -

This restaurant has been
open just over a year. Even
though it took me this long to
try it, the secret is out among
the locals.

It was quite busy on a recent

Friday night. The seating
capacity is about 50, including
booths and a sushi bar, com-
plete with barstools and your
personal sushi chef; if thatis

your pleasure. The décor, nei-
ther oriental or casual, is quite
elegant and impressive.

The sushi and sashimi menu
is extensive. It includes sea
urchin, fresh water eel, smelt
roe and squid, as well as the
standard tuna, salmon, scallops
and sweet shdmp.

Sushi roll vatieties include
Mexican (fried shrimp, avoca-
do, cucumber and smelt roe);
futomaki (eel, crab stick, veg-

" etables and smelt roe) and spi-

der (soft shell crab, cucumber
and smelt roe), all for less than
$9. If you're still not on boatd,
fried or baked sushi dishes are
also offered.

We ordered from the non-
sushi menu, where starters
included pork or vegetable egg
rolls with plum sauce,
edamame — which is steamed

soybeans, Shanghai pot stick-
ers, lettuce cup chicken and
soft shell crabs.

Soup selections include
Tokyo miso (tofu, seaweed,
scallion, fish stock and soy
bean paste) and hot and sour
(shrimp, mushroom, basil
tomato and pineapple in spicy
Thai broth). Seaweed and
Sunomono salads are offered.
Sunomono features octopus,
shtimp, crab stick, seaweed
and cucumber with Amazu
dressing,

We ordered the potk egg
rolls — smaller than typical
Chinese restaurant fare, but so
much more delicate and light.
The plum sauce was a treat for
any palate. We also had the hot
and sour soup. It was really
very spicy, but I can handle it.
The basil was absolutely, posi-

tively fresh. And the hot
pineapple gave it a flavor I've
never experienced before. I
would order it again and again,
but remember it is not for the
faint palate.

My wife otdered the Can-
tonese lo mein with beef for
$9.95. The egg flour noodles
were stir-fried with assorted
vegetables in a light soy sauce.
Her comment was, “Dee-lish!”
(thanks, Rachel Ray).

I'settled on the Shrimp
Prosperity, crisp-coated shrimp
with a coconut milk glaze,
sprinkled with honey glazed
walnuts and jasmine rice, all
served on a bed of sliced
oranges.

The presentation was like 2
five-star restaurant; absolutely
fantastic.

They have wine, beer and

sake including Nigerizake,
unfiltered sake according to
our server. They offer a lunch
menu and a kid’s meal includ-
ing hamburgers, chicken
nuggets, macaroni and cheese
and fries. There is something
for every member of your
family.

We will definitely take
another joutney to Pacific
Grtill, and wish we had tried it
soonet.

Our total for beverage,
appetizers and entrees was
about $40. Pacific Grill is at
3452 Lithia-Pinecrest Road.
For more information, call
657-8744.

Rating based on five stars

Food — % % % %

Ambience — % % %

Service — Y% % % 1/2

Overall — % % % 1/2

Boats, Trailers Can Become
Projectiles During Storms

YARDS, STREETS.UNSAFE
STORAGE SPOTS

A Gazette Report

The official hurricane season
started June 1. The Bloomingdale
Homeowners Association encout-
ages all residents to consider mak-
ing whatever hurricane prepara-
tions they feel are needed.

Everyone is aware of the dam-
age these storms can cause. The
Bloomingdale community had a
very small taste of Mother Nature’s
fury last year. Of particular con-
cern to many residents during last
year’s storms were the boats, trail-
ers, RV’ and inoperable vehicles
parked outside within the commu-
nity.

During a major storm these vehi-
cles can become devastating and

DAN'S FAN CITY

QUIET QUALITY FANS FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

catastrophic missiles, posing a sig-
nificant threat to theitr ownets and
neighbors. Last year several resi-
dents removed their boats from
slips and storage along the coast
and parked them in their yards to
protect them from the storm. This
posed a significant risk to residents
within the community.

Most of the Bloomingdale com-
munity’s sectional deed restrictions
prohibit these vehicles from being
patked or stored on the owners
property (check deed restrictions
online at  www.blooming-
dalegazette.com).

If you have a neighbor with
one of these vehicles stored on
their property in violation of deed
restrictions, please contact Neigh-
borthood Standards by e-mail at

“neighbothoodstandard@tam-

pabay.rr.com ot call 833-0759.

Bloomingdale East Park Gets New Sign

The Hillsborough County Parks Department. installed a new sign last month at Bloomingdale East
Park on Natures Way. Volunteer board members of the Bloomingdale Homeowners Association are
working closely with parks department staff to complete facility and landscaping improvements
at the park. The BHA board has also inquired about replacing the sign at Bloomingdale West Park

on Canoga Park Drive.

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Call Me For All Your

Real Estate Needs!

SIZE DESCRIPTION ONLY

42" 4 or 5 Bld Fan $39.99 14 Years Experience In

52" Fan w/light $59.99 Brandon / Tampa Market

52" 4 or 5 Bld Fan $69.99

52" Porch Fan $79.99 Let My Experience Make Your

52" 5 Finishes $89.99 Experience Worry Free

52" Designer $99.99

52" Many Options $129.99

52" More Options $139.99 DAVE PLOWMAN i
MODEL SHOWN NOT PRICED HERE = 4 - m
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BOOK IS FIRST IN SERIES

By D'ANN WHITE
Correspondent

In the tradition of J.K. Rowl-
ing’s popular Harry Potter
series, 2 Brandon author is
weaving some magic of her
own with the first in a series of
fantasy tales she’s writing
geared to young readers.

Fifteen-year Brandon resi-
dent Lisa Michaud Kalaf has
just published “The Legend of

The Dream Castle,” the first in ~

what she calls her Tales of the
DreamKeepers Series.

She currently is working on
the next book in the series,
“The Legend of the Moose
Fairy,” and has storyboards
ready for six more books.

Kalaf, who lives in Dogwood
Hills with her husband, John,
and three children, Johnunie,
Robbie and Christopher, said
the idea for the series came to
het, appropriately enough, in a
dream.

“On Dec. 29, 2002, I had a
colorful dream of a wonderful
story for children” said Kalaf.

" “It was about DreamKeepers,
who protect children’s dreams,
and SnitchSnatchers, who steal
the dreams, desites, energies
and hopes of children. I awoke,
wtote down the story line and T
have been writing ever since.”

Raised in New England,
Kalaf said she didn’t watch
much television as a child, pre-
ferring to play and explote out-
side.

“However, every Sunday
night, after a nice hot bath, my
mom would make a big bowl of
popcorn and the family would
settle in to watch the “Wonder-
ful World of Disney” and then
head off to bed for quiet time
with our favorite books,” said
Kalaf. “Being a mom myself
now, I want all childten to have
the opportunity to experience
that Sunday night feeling.”’

Kalaf, who writes under the
pen name Soliza, believes read-
ing at bedtime is especially
important because she feels
that’s when a child is most
impressionable.

“We should enlighten our
children with tales that allow
and encourage them to use
their imaginations and dream
of wortlds-and places far away,”
she said. “My dream is to see
the DreamKeepers Seties
come alive for children.”

In this first book, three
brothers, Victor, Rudy and
Walt, along with the beautiful
Britta, face the evil Snitch-
snatchers from the Black Hole
Vortex who steal children’s
dreams, wishes, energies and
desires. With the help of giant
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Brandon Author Appeals To Young Fantasy Fans

mice and a white hotse that
wants to be a zebra, the four
main characters make their way
to Dream Castle on fabled
Gumdrop Mountain to battle
the Snitchsnatchers.

A top award winner in the
13th annual Science Fiction
and Fantasy Writers of Ameri-
ca 2004 Novel Writing Compe-
tition, Kalaf’s first novel is
receiving positive reviews from
both big and little readers.

In his review of the book,
former Disney Vice President
Larry Pontius gave it a thumbs
up.

“The Legend of the Dream

Photo courtesy Lisa Kalaf

Brandon resident Lisa Kalaf received rave reviews from neighbor Elaine
Owens, 9, for her book, “The Legend of Dream Castle.”

Castle’ makes me think we
could be seeing the birth of a
new set of epic stotries for
young adults,” he said. “With
wonderfully imaginative new
twists and turns at every step,
the DreamKeepets Legend is
one page-flipping story. I high-
ly recommend it.”

Even more important was
the review from Kalaf’s 9-year-
old neighbor, Elaine Owens.

“I' loved the DreamKeepers
story,” she said. “It was a great
adventure. My favorite charac-
ter was Britta. Mom said she is
just like me.”

Kalaf received a bachelot’s

degree in marketing from St.
Leo University in 1983 and is
president of Creative Gift
Incentives, which provides
companies throughout Florida
with rewards gifts for employ-
ees and clients.

In her free time, Kalaf is typ-
ically at her computer writing.

“When I was growing up, my
parents taught me I can accom-
plish anything in life as long as
I'believe in myself and take that
first step” said Kalaf. “I am
grateful for challenges. They
have allowed me to grow, not
only as a person but creatively
and spiritually as well.”

Kalaf is a member of the
Society of Children’s Book
Writers and Illustrators; The
Publishers Marketing Associa-
tion and is a group leader for
the Florida Writers Associa-
tion. She serves on the board of
directors and is Central Florida
regional director.of the Florida
Publishers Association.

“The Legend of the Dream
Castle” is available online at
Amazon.com, Barnes and
Noble.com and ditectly from
the publisher, Trafford Pub-
lishing, at 1-888-232-4444 or
www.trafford.com, internation-
al standard book number 1-
4120-4229-1.

The retail price of the 206-
page novel is $19.99.

442421

Brandon Roses

Farm Direct Roses At Affordable Prices

Roses $11*°

1037 W. Brandon Blvd. ® Brandon, F1.

2 Dozen Carry-Out Only -

Delivery Available
813-300-4008

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10-7

40% Off

On Black Belt
Membership With
This Coupon

* Postal
services

* Mailbox
services

e Color copy
services

» Fax services

» Office
supplies

» Notary
services

e Printing
services

= Shredding
service

* New fow
UPS Direct
Rates

¢ Packaging
services

* Shipping
services

e Freight
shipping
services

* Shipping,
packaging,
moving
supplies

Commercial Document Shredding
809 E. Bloomingdale ® Near Bell Shoals

The UPS Store>™

Now Available!

689-4998

447632

T

HOME DECGMTIVE FABRIC &T’RIM

- 4.‘.

mwmsﬂm&ﬁaﬁk Dozens of rolls

1933 S.R. 60 E of fabric
Corner of Valrico Rd. & Hwy. 60 ‘up to
(Winn Dixie Shopping Center} 00/0 off'

- 651 .901 O
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Master In W. Kim (7th Degree Black Belf)

{  Former Korean Army Ranger Team Head Coach

+ One of 100 world best instructors selected
by the world Tae Kwon Do Federation 2000

U.J3.

SUMMER SPECIAL

6 Weeks of Lessons
With FREE Uniform

Only $ 99 exp. by 7/31/05

Tae Kwon Do
Master Academy

Tae Kwon Do - Hap Ki Do

Master In W. Kim
. A Passion of Martial Arts Journey since 1974-

* Respect

Men, Women & Children Ages 4 & Up

e Discipline

¢ Confidence

¢ Behavior Control

¢ Self Defense

* Adults Weight Control

Please Call

651-2234

3519 Bell Shoals Rd.

M-F 9:00 am to 9:30 pm

Sat 8:00 am to 5:30 pm

N

Bloomingdale

Walmart

s[Eoys 11°d

458790
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- O  1|° BRANDON - 717 W. Lumsden
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Majik Touch Cleaners |

“EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE”

MONTHLY RATES

e Lawn
Maintenance

* Mulching

* Fertilizing

- No CONTRACTS

Services Include

* Tree Trimming
* Planting

* Sod Laying

» Weed Killing

Call Jeff for Free Estimate ‘
Lithia Office 737-6707 ¢ Cell 503-2828

442103
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The Art

LINDA CHION KENNEY/Staff photo

School board member Jennifer Faliero, right, congratulates newly appoint-
ed School Superintendent Mary Ellen Elia.

SAFETY

ELIA

Continued From Page 10

ough County in 1986 as a read-
ing resource specialist at Plant
High School.

Elia has a bachelot’s degree
in history from Daeman Col-
lege in Buffalo, N.Y,, a master’s
degtee in social studies from
the University of Buffalo, and
amiaster’s of professional stud-
ies in reading from thé State
University College of New
York at Buffalo. She received
her educational leadership cet-
tification from Nowva South-
eastern University.

Elia’s term will begin June 30
when Eatl Lennard, district
superintendent since 1996,
retires.

Continued From Page 7
with very expensive fines.

Aggressive Driving

Improper passing, weaving
in and out of traffic, following
too closely — totally inexcus-
able. Aggressive driving endan-
gers the lives of others. Put
down your cell phone and use
your turn signals when chang-
ing lanes. Tailgating is one of
the worse types of aggressive
driving and is against the law, so
back off. When you tailgate or
fail to signal propetly, other
drivers can be forced to brake
quickly, causing sefious acci-
dents.

This makes you an aggtessive
driver. No warnings are being

BEARS

given to aggressive drivers.

Distracted Drivers

Distracted drivers are dan-
gerous drivers. Theit minds are
not on driving. Talking on cell
phones, applying makeup,
adjusting the radio, talking to
passengers, daydreaming and
even eating while driving can
be deadly to you and othets.

Drinking and Driving

Last year 17,401 people died

in alcohol-related crashes, sev-
eral of them right here in our
area. Alcohol contributed to 40
percent of all motor vehicle
fatalities last yeat. Do not drink
and drive. It’s that simple

Teen Driver Safety

For those of you with newly
licensed teen dtivers at home
this summet, consider this fact:
motor vehicle crashes are the
No. 1 cause of death for young
adults between the ages of 16
and 24. Mote than 11,000 driv-
ers and passengers in this age
group were killed in crashes last
year. Our busy roads and high-
ways are very dangerous places
to learn how to dtive. Tell your
teens: “Drive like your life
depends on it, because it does.”

Always Buckle Up

Remember to buckle up. Seat
belts are for everyone undet the
sun.

Continued From Page 13

with comments atttibuted to
Bears board of directors presi-
dent. Mike Laquerre, who said
in the article the group’s conces-
sion stand was “dismantled”
and “taken down,” later clarified
that although equipment and
provisions have been removed
from the site — and concession

WATER

- operations have ceased — no

buildings at the county-owned
park have been demolished.
Carl Conte, Hillsborough
County manager of inspection
services, confirmed the Bears
will not be allowed to run its
concession stand at any build-
ing at the park until improve-

ments are made to meet county
codes and safety regulations.

Laquerre said the league will
start the 2005-06 season with-
out a concession stand, and still
seeks volunteers to help make
plans for a new stand. For
information visit www.bran-
donbears.com.

Continued From Page 4
home address.

On the twice-a-week sched-
ule, addresses ending in even
numbets ot the letters A-M
may water on Tuesdays and
Saturdays; addresses ending in
odd numbers, the letters N-Z

or locations with no address
(such as common areas) may
water on Wednesdays and Sun-
days.

Watering is allowed before 8
a.m. or after 6 p.m. on the
assigned days.

For morte information about
watering resttictions, log on to
www.hillsboroughcounty.org,
call the recorded message
information line at 275-7094 ot
call customer service at 272-
6680.

ON OUR COMMUNITY WEBSITE

For Bloomingdale community meetings and events,
visit our Web site at www.bloomingdalegazette.com




BACC

Continued From Page 6

Maurer wrote more than $5,000 worth
of speeding citations — all in front of
Bloomingdale High School. The avet-
age citation fee was $360, with one for
$560 (30-plus mph over the speed limit).
And this is in front of a high school

Maurer also reminded members the
fine for running red lights has increased
from $60 to $120. The Traffic Blitz will
continue and citations will be written.
It’s very simple: obey the speed limit and
stop at the red lights, or get ready to pay
some very heavy fines.

Use Locks, Awareness
To Deter Burglars -

Maurer said burglaries continue to be
a concern for detectives in our area. He
emphasized the fact that residents can
help decrease burglaries by not making
them so easy for the criminals. Close
your garage doots, lock your cars and
homes, don’t leave valuables in your cars
and keep an eye out for strangers. He
asked all residents to continue to be vig-
ilant and report suspicious activities.

Maurer provided information on the
recent burglary at Cimino Elementatry
School (see story in this issue). Vehicles
were burglarized and equipment was

www.bloomingdalegazette.com; e, JUNE 2005 ¢ THE BLQOMINGDALE GAZEELE +,19

taken from the school. Residents living
near our schools and those out walking
or jogging are asked to keep an eye on
the schools and report suspicious activi-
ty to the sheriff’s office, 247-8200.

Illegal Dumping
Violates County, State, Fed Laws

Maurer briefed membets on the con-
tinued problem with illegal dumping in
our area. One specific atea is the vacat-
ed Eckerd’s drug store at Bell Shoals and
Boyette roads. Illegal dumping is also an’
environmental issue and can lead to big
fines for county, state€ and federal viola-
tions.

Students Can Help
Council, Earn Service Hours

The BACC is looking for teenagers
interested in becoming active members
of the Sheriff’s Community Council.

Volunteers will leatn about the con-
cerns of their community, how a com-
munity functions, how county depart-
ments work, and how the shetiff’s office
provides security and protection.

High school students can earn com-
munity service hours for time spent on
the council. _

Interested teenagers should contact
Deputy Pete Maurer at 635-8040.

POND

Continued From Page 4

plants to grow;” said Waters.

In the late 90s, the-Hillsbor-
ough County Environmental
Protecion Commission cited
the neighbothood for the
pond’s poot condition. That’s
when residents decided to take
action.

Waters applied for the mini-
grant and, in October, Belle
Timbre was awarded $1,500 to
clean up and restore the reten-
tion pond within a year.

_ After developing a restora-
tion plan, Waters and  her
neighbors purchased aquatic
plants and rock for the pond
near the subdivision’s front
entrance. Waters also applied
for and was awarded $2,500 by
the Office of Neighborhood
Relations to bring in low-vol-
ume irrigation for the flower
beds at the entrance, a system
which uses 10 percent less
water than regular irrigation
systems. )

“We really want to stop wast-
ing all this water. We also want
to set a good example that
were concerned about out
environment,” said Watefs:

Belle Timbre consists of 24
homes. About 20 neighbots
turned out one Saturday to help
get the work done.

Families weeded the edge of
the pond, using rakes to rid the
shallow areas of unsightly grass

MINIGRANT

Continued From Page 4

ciations throughout Hillsbot-
ough County are being accept-
ed through July 22.

Orientation classes ate
being offered around the
county to help guide interested
applicants  through  the
process.

An orientation will be
offered June 14 at 6:30 p.m. at
the Brandon Recreation Cen-
ter, 502 E. Sadie St.

The deadline for applica-
tions is June 22. For applica-
tions and mote information,
visit www.hillsboroughcoun-
ty.org/ont ot call 272-5860.

and algae. -

Waters said the testoration
wouldn’t have been possible
without the county’s help.

“We want to thank the Board
of County Commissioners for
creating the Office of Neigh-
bothood Relations.

They keep us informed
about what is going on in out
area, and are so easy to work
with,” she said.

“The main purpose of the
grant is to get people involved
in any project that will benefit
their community.” Said Tony
LaColla, neighborhood pro-
gram coordinator for the
Office of Neighborhood Rela-
tons. ;

Projects vary from newslet-

ters and Web site construction
to youth programs, sporting
activities, block parties and
spring festivals.

“These projects help them
meet their neighbors and actual-
ly talk to each other, some for
the first time,” said LaColla,
adding that working toward a
common goal unites the group
and strengthens the bonds of
the community.

The Office of Neighbot-
hood Relations offers four
grant programs: the Neighbot-

~hood Minigrant of $1,500,

available to any neighborhood
or community group in unin-
corporated Hillsborough
County; a cleanup grant of
$2,500; the low-volume irriga-

tion system- grant of $2,500;
and the tree-planting grant, also
$2,500. i

The latter three grants are
available on a continuous basis.
New Neighborhood Minigrant
applications will be accepted
until July 22, after which they’ll
be reviewed by a committee
with the funds awarded aftetr
Oct. 1.

The Office of Neighbot-
hood Relations hands out 60 to
65 grants pet yeat, culled from
more than 200 applications.

“It’s a good thing to get that
many,” said LaColla, “and we
encourage people to apply
because there are a lot of great
projects that can be done.”

In applying for a minigrant

LaColla said “the more people
from the neighborhood ot
community group involved the
better.”

The Office of Neighbot-
hood Relations is holding an
otientation for the minigrant
program June 14 at 6:30 p.m.
at the Brandon Recreation
Center, 502 E. Sadie St. The
class will review the applica-
tion, criteria, projects that qual-
ify, and staff will answer any
questions regarding the grants.
Completed applications ate due
July 22,

Call: Nancy Rubin, 272-
5860; e-mail tubinn@hillsbot-
oughcounty.org, or Shelley
Blood, bloods@hillsbotough-
county.org,

24 HR
SERVICE

ASK FOR
KEITH OR LUKE

LIC #15011

COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL

1

-813-737-9575

OFFICE

CALL US
AT

1-813-763-5090
1-321-593-2845

INSURANCE #18988 451473
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It’s perfect weather you’re a member or not
ENJOY YOUR DAYS ON ONE OF FLORIDA’S FINEST COURSES

www.summerfieldgc.com

i '20% OFF on

i June & July!
t (Present Coupon)

Private Lessons

--------------------------------

featuring
sFull Bar

* Saturday & Sunday
Breakfast

® Lunch 7 Days-a-Week 11-3
* Friday Night Dinner

i 2005 Junior Camps - Call NOW to sign up!
' Golf Camps - Call NOW to sign up!

1 Session 1 June 20-24 Cost $225.

[ Brand new format

1 Session2  June 27-July 1 Ages6-15

. Tournament on final days

1 Session3  July 11-15 Time 9:00 - 1:00

' (Lunchiincluded)  Contests & Prizes

Summerfield Golf Club

i Regular Golf Rate !
H WITH BLOOMINGDALE ID i
L Valid Anytime =
H Not valid with any other.coupon. BG 11

WD =Lather's Da
o 2 'for‘/'l

Dad Plays for FREE on
June 19th!

=) pecial

SUMMERFIELD BLVD.
Mitge,

BOYETTE

=
RIVERVIEW

4571110

Summer Range Pass

Unlimited Range Balls

$100

o el

June-Sept
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loomingdale Gets

Five-Star Service
|

REALTY

OF BRANDON

2119 W. Brandon Blvd., Suite A,
Brandon, FL 33511

684-9500 or 685-8545

Call Luana and discover
“the pleasure of

FIVE-STAR Service!

USSELL

Five-Star Service

Homes Recently LISTED
In Bloomingdale

3727 Greenford Street

1204 Sawdust Court

710 Redondo Drive

3646 Pine Knot Drive

2004 Dumont Drive

3709 Eaglewood Street $264,900
2647 Brookville Drive $279,900
4622 Daventry Place

1509 Holleman Drive $289,900

109 Bloomingfield Drive ......$299,900 -

3905 Applegate Circle ...........$317,000

4408 Swift Circle $377.900

2325 Eagle Bluff Drive $391,500
2122 Golf Manor Boulevard $399,000
4324 Glendon Place $599,000

Distinct Styl
impeccable

Homes Recently SOLD
In Bloomingdale

605 Fieldstone Drive

518 Sweetleaf Drive

3804 Orangepointe Road

1302 Haney Court

512 Emberwood Drive $193,000

1403 Peachfield Drive $194,900

1330 Monte Lake Drive $205,000
4529 Preston Woods Drive....$210,000

3905 Turnbury Street $218,000

2008 River Crossing Drive....$223,000
2718 Brooksville Drive ...... $232,500
3701 Kentfield Place

3913 Turnbury Street $255,000
2612 Clareside Drive $264,000
3826 Hanover Hill Drive.... $284,000
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