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No hard
knocks for
this Annie

Bloomingdale Senior High School
=1 teamed up with Progress Village

{ Middle Magnet School of the Arts
B | to stage a full-scale version of

the Broadway classic “Annie”"

Volume XXXI
Number 6

See story, page 10.

SUSAN GREEN

Lanie Mullins, playing the title role in Progress Village Midedle Magnet deol’s production of “Annie,” works
with Shadow as Annie's dog, Sandy, during a dress mhwsal Iast month at Blake High School in Tampa.

- o ~ QUOTE OF THE MONTH

"About the tlme we can make the ends meet, somebody moves the ends AA
Herbert Hoover
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ing Arts. The Showcase

Fundraiser aimed at helping those

who cannot afford classes

The Showcase All-Stars will be put-
ting on a free night of music on the
patio at Music Showcase, 402 Oakfield
Drive, Brandon, on Saturday, June 2,
from6:30 pm. to 8:30 pm.

In an eg‘fm to raise money for music

o

scholarships, the Showcase All-Stars, a

group of teachers at Music Showcase
led by vocal and drum teacher Walter
Chism, will perform. Raffle tickets will
be sold and donations will be requested

for music scholarships for children who

want to take music lessons that can't

afford them. The group also wants
their first “Party On The Patio” to
show off their talents and inspire
young musicians to keep practicing

so they can enjoy music their whole

The public is invited to bring their
lawn chair to the outdoor concert and
folks can dance and sing along to the

‘music. Food and drinks will be sold.

For more information about this
event, call (813) 685-5998, or email
debbie@musicshowcaseonline.com.

Beauty and the Beast at The Barn Theatre

Join us for Beauty and
the Beast being put on by
Foundation Christian
Academy and the Florida
Academy of the Perform-

Players will perform the
musical in June at The
Barn Theatre at Winthrop
in Riverview.

The musical will be pre-

We offer programs in '

the following areas:

= HVAC
» Medical Assisting

Coding

PLAN For Your Future
By CALLING TODAY!

sented at The Barn Theatre
at Winthrop, 11349 Bloom-
ingdale Ave., Riverview.
Show dates and.times are
Friday, June 8 at 7 p.m.,
Saturday, June 9 at 2 p.m.
and 7 p.m., Sunday, June
10 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m,,
Thursday, June 14 at 7
p.m., Friday, June 15 at 7
p.m., Saturday, June 16 at 2

« Electrical Trades  Graduate
» Medical Billing & faster a_t...

B SR L e ——— g

-New Program in Ph ebo:omy

608 E Bloomingdale Ave‘ ¥
Brandon, FL 33511
813-654-8800

Additional consumer
information can be found at:
www.SouthernTech.edu/Brandon_php

p.m. and 7 p.m., and Sun-
day, June 17 at2 p.m. and 7
p.m. Tickets can be pur-
chased at www.faopa.org,
Music Showcase at 402

or at the door. Advanced
ticket pricing online is $10
for adults or $8 for youths
(12 and under)/senior (55
and over)/military.

rr' 3’ : > 3
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Accredited by the Accrediting
Council for Independent Colleges
and Schools. Focused learning
resulting from taking one class at
a time, enjoy hands-on-training
and small class sizes. For those
who qualify, there is Financial Aid
Available.

Southern

0003176304-01

Oakfield Drive in Brandon,

| - Bloomingdale Buzz ,
How do you plan to beat the heat?

By SUSAN GREEN

With the next few months promising to be a scorcher, we went to
Creamery, 2212 Bloomingdale Ave,, to ask this month's question:

How do you plan to beat the heat this summer?

Mark Hensley of Riverview, with daughter Jillian, 4:

“Today it's ice cream and the park.” .

Tony Berrios of Brandon, with granddaughter Ava Papile, 2, of Bloomingdale:

“I'm going to go to Puerto Rico for a couple of weeks to see my mom. We also have
a pool at home.” :

Toppers

SUSAN GREEN
Mark Hensley of Riverview, with daughter Jillian, 4.
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Annual
Football
Jamboree

held

By KIM WALLACE

Football is starting up for the
fall season. Bloomingdale, Bran-
don and Newsome high schools,
played each other in halves
Thursday, May 24 jamboree held =
at Brandon High School. I

Bloomingdale vs. Brandon
ended 0-3 during their contest,
Bloomingdale vs. Newsome was
0-6 during their contest. It was |
Brandon vs. Newsome 14-15 in |
last contest. Brandon went in
with 2 wins and Newsome 1 win. |
These teams are in full swing of |
spring training and the entite |~ e SEARNEL i (s e & it — A %
Bloomingdale  neighborhood ' ~ KIMWALLACE

looks forward to see what will Bloommgdale vs. Newsome during the jamboree at Brandon High-~  Bloomingdale vs. Brandon during the jamboree at Brandon High
happen this year. - School on May 24. : School on May 24.

COMPLIMENTARY

ORTHODONTIC CONSULTATION

An Invisalign™ Premier Rreferred Provider, Stubbs Orthodontics

has been voted Brandon’s Best Orthodontist 2008-2011. ‘

Dr. Neal Stubbs offers complimentary X-rays and initial photographs
. for first-time consultations.

g
< mwsallgn.mm

= No down payment
= Invisalign™ and Invisalign Teen™ offered

« Insurance accepted

s Evening hours available

* Treatment for all ages

B R

{(813) 685“35?1 § 929 Qakfield Dr., Bmﬁdﬁn ?i 335€i ® Www. Siuhbsﬁrﬁwdsnms com

0003176784-01
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YOUR INSIDE
CONNECTIONS

BLOOMINGDALE °

HOMEOWNERS

ASSOCIATION INC.
PO Box 7221,
Brandon, FL 33508
Phone: (813) 681-2051

E-mail:
bloomingdale.home-
owners@gmail.com

Meetings: first Tuesday

in' January, March, May,
September and November
at 6 p.m.

Web site: | J
bloomingdalegazette.com

President:
Stanley Lee
Vice president:
Jim Harrds
Secretary:
Jane Lee
Treasurer:
Dennis Osbom
Directors:

-James Kelly, Daniel Berko-

witz, Dann Weinstein and
Kim Wallace

i THE
‘BLOOMINGDALE
GAZETTE

The official publication
of the BHA since 1980
Post Office Box 7221, ,
Braridon, FL 33508

Phone number:
(813) 681-2051

E-Mail:
bloomingdale.
homeowners@verizon.net

Web site:
bloomingdalegazette.com

The Gazette is published
by Sunbelt Newspapers
202 S. Parker Street,

“Tampa, FL 33606-2395

Ph: (813) 259-7479
Advertising: 627-4771

The Gazette is delivered |

free to Bloomingdale
residents on the first
Saturday of each month.

prom

By KIM WALLACE

° _ This year’s court.
This year's Prom Court y

for Bloomingdale Senior
High School: Michael But-
ler, Cassidy Erickson, Jack-

year's queen was Megan
Guerra and king was Rob-
ert Rivers! Congratulations
t0 this year's court.

son Kelley, Megan Guerra,
Robert Rivers, Allie McFee,
Demetrius  Sykes and
Bethany Wallace. This

Aquali Salon and Spa
prom it up for BSHS

Hannah McArty owner of Aquali Salon and Spa
located on Erindale Drive in Valrico, was excited and
ready for Prom this year with the Bloomingdale gils!
Hannah McArty enjoyed being able to offer special
deals for girls that came in for makeup, hair, pedicures
and manicures to get ready for a night these girls would
remember forever. - ..

 KiM WALLACE

Megan Guerra was this year’s prom q~ueen, while’ Robert
Rivers was crowned the prom king. %

. & : KIM WALLACE

Hannah McArty, the owner of Aquali Salon and Spa, helps get Bethany Wallace ready for
a night to remember. :

Jayde Crognale gets ready for the pro with
‘Brandi Hobby, hair stylist.

help from

1y Carter gets her makeup done by Michelle Stall.




KIM WALLACE

. Leah Pemberton with parents Jeffery and Sandra Oglesby and Assistant Principal of .
Athletics Danielle Shotweli and Principal Mark West as she signs her softball schol-
arship to Florida Southern College.

Softball Signing at
Bloommgdale ngh

By KiM WALLACE

Leah Pemberton, a se-
nior at Bloomingdale -Se-
nior High School, signed to
play softball with the Moc-
casins (or Mocs) of Florida |
Southern College in Lake-
land. She will be starting
school in the fall. Leah said
she is excited about start-
ing a new chapter in her
life, meeting new people
and showing softball tal-
ents at her new school.

Leah started playing
softball when she was 5
years old. She has played
four years with Bloummg—
dale. She was a starter and
played shortstop for the
Bulls and served as team
captain her senior year:
Nhile on the Bulls, the
team won two western
conference titles and ana- 5, Aygust where she will ents, coaches and most

tional championship. Leah start her new career. She importantly her sisters and
will be moving to Lakeland- wants to thank her par- God.

. KIM WALLACE

Leah Pemberton with her parents, Sandra and Jeffery
Oglesby as well as sister Lydia Pemberton. Not pictured
are her sisters Lauren and Lyndsey Pemberton.

By KIM WALLACE

Austin Wilson, a senior
at Bloomingdale Senior
High School, has signed
with Eastern Michigan

the Eagles, in Ypsilanti,
Mich.-

four years played as the
starting centerfielder for
the Bloomingdale Bulls. As

the area’s first travel teams
- he not only won many
titles but went to Coo-
perstown and won the
championship. He played
for several quality travel
teams since his freshman
year including FTB’s Team
Clapbat, Chet Lemons
Juice, Tampa Bay Warriors
and Team Extreme. He al-
so played for Team Tam-

University, the home of [

Austin-has played base- - |
ball since age 5, and for |

a Brandon Blazer = one of §

KIM WALLACE

Austin Wilson of Bloomingdale signing academic and
baseball scholarship with Eastern Michigan University
with parents Brian and Shelly Wilson and two brothers,

Cody and Trey Wilson

tournaments  including

. USA Baseball's Labor Day

Steinbrenner
Classics and  Perfect
Games Memorial Day
tournament.

Cup, the

plished and a lot in his
years of playing baseball
and plans to continue his
career at East Michigan
University on a baseball
and academic scholarship.

pa. Austin hgs won several ~ Austin  has accom- Congratulations to Austin!
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FOrR LiMITED TiME ~ NO INITIATION FEE
Prus Save 22% oN MoNTHLY DUES
&mmhhmmmpmmmmmm Frr YOUR LYFESTYLE

& Joe Lee Signature Course

» Tour Quality Practice Facility

o 8Lighted Har-Tru Clay Tennis Courts
« 24-Hour Fitness Center '

» .PGA Professional Instruction & Fitting
& Jr Golf Program & Swim Team

o Luxurious Clubhouse

« Jr. Olympic Size Swimming Pool
« Full Service Golf & Tennis Shops
& Restaurant / Bar & Grill

« John Cochrane Golf Schools

» Member Privileges at 15 Clubs

MM?M&M ﬁwmm Director of Membership 2
MWMW&M 813-653-1554 x232

4 Admin@RiverHillsCountryClub.com

JorNRiveErRHuLLs.Com
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‘named a

Cimino Flementary
‘National School of
Character Winners’

By KIM WALLACE

Cimino is celebrating
being chosen as the Na-
tional School of Character.

Cimino Elementary

. School is the first school in

Hillsborough County to be
lglational School
of Character explained Da-
ryl Saunders, director of
Project Respect Grant for
the school system, along
with former teacher Am-
ber Norris now district re-
source teacher for the Pro-
ject Respect Program.
Cimino is one of 60
Hillsborough County ele-
mentary schools involved
in the character education
grant, known as Project
RESPECT, which encom-
passes 11 principles of
character education that
not only teach character
traits to students but in-
volves the faculty, parents
and community.
Twice before, in 2009-10
and 2011-12, Cimino was
named ‘a State School of

Character. Schools named
as State Schools of Charac-
ter are eligible to apply for
the national award.

Mrs. Debbie Minich-
bauer was part of the team
of Cimino faculty mem-
bers who filled out the

lengthy application for the

national honor. That was
followed in April by a visit
from the Project RESPECT
selection committee. Mrs.
Debbie Minichbauer is ex-
cited to receive this award,
she stated that the stu-
dents should be recog-
nized for following the 11
principles of character be-
cause they work so hard in
following and teachihg
each other to respect their
school. Mrs. Minichbauer
said that they have a posi-
tive climate which contrib-
utes to our students’ suc-
cess in both, academics
and how they act.

“The State and National
Schools of Character pro-
gram is not a competition-
—but rather an opportuni-

The 11 Principles of Character

1. The school community promotes core ethical and perfor-
mance values as the foundation of good character.

2. The school defines “character” comprehensively to
include thinking, feeling, and doing.

3. The school uses a comprehensive, intentional, and pro-
active approach to character development.

4. The school creates a caring community.

5. The school provides students with opportunitles for

moral action.

6. The school offers a meaningful and challenging academ-
ic curriculum that respects all learners, develops their
character, and helps them to succeed.

7. The school fosters students’ self-motivation.

8. The school staff is an ethical learning community that
shares responsibility for character education and adheres
to the same core values that guide the students.

9. The school fosters shared leadership and long-range
support of the character education initiative.

10. The school engages families and communlty members
aspartners In the character-building effort. -~ - -

11. The school regularly assesses its culture and cllmate the
functioning of its staff as character educatom and the
extent to which its students manifest good character.

KIM WALLACE

Ethan Carde, fifth grade, Madeleine Morin, third grade, Kylie Kuhn. fourth grade, Chase Morin, fourth grade, and .
Nicholas Klaeren, fourth grade, with guidance counselor Debbie Minichbauer of Cimino sitting around character
crayons their parents helped paint on the sidewalk to help guide and remind students how to act.

‘ty to receive feedback as
well as recognition for
growth and excellence in
the area of character de-
velopment,”
Saunders. “Schools gain
insights into what high-
quality character educa-
tion looks like in schools,
helping them to improve

and strengthen their own"

programs.”

As part. of the program,
schools have the opportu-
nity to reflect on their
practices and programs
and assess their level of
implementation against a
recognized standard of ex-

. cellence, explained Daryl
Saunders. The schools
then receive * guidance,
feedback and recognition
at no cost—other than
their time.

For Cimino the surprise
announcement was the
perfect way to cap off the
school's year-long 10-year
anniversary celebration as
well as Teacher Apprec1a-
tion Week.

said Daryl-

In February, the Charac-
ter Education Partnership
named 22 public schools,
three private schools, one
charter school, and two
school districts as National
Finalists in the 2012 Na-
tional Schools of Character
program.

“These schools are us-
ing character education to
shape cultures that en-
courage high  student
achievement, mutual re-

spect and integrity among [

students, staff, and facul-
ty,” said CEP President
Mark Hyatt. “The results
show -that character edu-
cation really works to
transform schools into
learning communities for
all stakeholders.”

Schools recognized as
Schools of Character are
asked "to help other

.schools transform their

school cultures. Describ-
ing the program as a path
to school improvement
through high-aquality char-

Cimino Elementary displays their pride in their achieve-
ments.

acter education, CEP. has
offered. the = National
Schools of Character pro-
gram to elementary, mid-
dle and high schools since
1998.

The 28 national finalists
were selected from an ap-

plicant pool of 126 schools

and districts across the
United States based on the
quality of their written ap-

plications. They represent
15 states and Puerto Rico,
with Missouri having the
highest number at six.

Then the winners were
named this week,

Cimino and the other\u
winners will be honored at
the 19th National Forum
on Character Education, to
be held Nov. 1-3 in Wash-

ington, D.C.
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An Vening of Jewish 'us

Recently Kolot Shalom,
the adult singing group of
Congregation Beth Sha-
lom of Brandon, spon-
sored An Evening of Jewish
Music. Nine members,
along with invited per-
formers, highlighted litur-
gical Jewish music as well
as music associated with
Jewish composers and art-

Maley Ia'wardad
- scholarship

Lauren Maley was award-
ed a scholarship from
the Bailey Family Foun-
dation.

Lauren Maley, a se-
nior at Bloomingdale
High School, was re-
cently. awarded a
$20,000  scholarship
from the Bailey Family-
Foundatien. She will at-
tend the University of
South Florida Tampa

ampus in the fall to
study neonatal nursing, -
Lauren is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Steven
Maley of Valrico.

-or nonprofit

ists from the Broadway
stage, The evening was
preceded by a potluck din-
ner sponsored by the cha-
vurot. A reception fol-
lowed the performance.
These members of the
choir in the picture (left to
right) are Milton Newman,
Jay Vogel, Janice Perel-

man, Sandra Santucci,
Lauren Weisman, Steven
Slavkin, Dave Friedman,
and Brian Slater. Not in
the picture are director/
pianist Joan Frankel and
guest performers Adam

Weinstein, Jeff Newman,

Suzanne Jones, Kevin Frye
and Jamie Karr,

Fifth Third Bank has
speclal offers

vAStaffnaport

When Fifth Third Bank
-opened its Valrico branch
at 3402 Lithia-Pinecrest
Road in 2005, times were
good for Bloommgda.le
and the rest of Florida.

Fast forward to 2012,
and the economy is sput-
tering its way back from a
near-death - experience
that had V\ndespread im-
pact on people who live
and work in the bank’s
service area.

“We  obviously had
some people who lost their
jobs or had somethi
[happen] that damage
their credit,” said Gina
Butler, a membership ad-
wisory specialist at Fifth
Third.

That’s why- the bank is
offering free financial liter-
acy advice as a community
outreach flﬁ)mgfram to em-
ployees of local businesses
organiza-
tions, said Butler and Fifth
Third financial center
manager Cathy LaVigne.

The programs include

credit monitoring and re-

pair, protectiomr against
identity theft and retire-
ment planning,

“We - do this at no
chax*ge, LaVigne said. “We
don’t just go out and tell
about Fifth Third services.
That's not what this is
about. This is financial lit-
eracy, plain and simple.”

In addition, the bank is
offering Bloomingdale
Homeowners Association
members $53 to open a
premium checking ac-
count with direct deposit
through the month of
June. Members who open
a new premium checking
account also will receive 10
free withdrawals a month
from non-Fifth Third ATM
machines anywhere in the
U.S.

Current withdrawal fees
make that an approximate
$50 savings, LaVigne said.

For information or to
book a financial literacy
adviser, call the bank at
(813) 654-4464.

g
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Compassmnate

Dementla Careina
Fun Atmosphere

A unique, home-like community for those at -
all stages of Alzheimer’s disease & dementia.
Ask about our “Day Stay” services.

-* Nurses 24 Hours a Day

* Alzheimer’s Support Group

* Medication Administration

* Extended Congregate Care

* Companion & Private Rooms

* Housekeeping & Cable Included

* Laundry Services

"« Respite Care

.... —_—
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SUPERIOR
RESIDENCES
of Brandon

MEMORY CARE

Like us on
Facebook

(813) 657-8587
1819 Providence Ridge Blvd., Brandon, FL 335.11

www.SuperiorALF.com/Brandon
\ Assisted Living Lic. #A19739

.. Love the Mowment ™

Live the Moment.
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“For wherever two or more -
are gathered in my name,
- theream I'in .
the midst ef them.”
- Matthew 18:20

{

By SUSAN GREEN

- Nowhere ‘'is it written
that one must have a
church building to have a
church. ‘
Kim Uchimura, a 25-
year resident of Blooming-
dale East and former asso-
ciate pastor at St. Andrews
United Methodist Chiirch,
reflected on that idea
about a year ago, when she
began thinking about a
church that would meet in
people’s homes instead of
a foirnal sanctuary.
. .Not everyone wants to

siti in a pew and listen to a
preacher Sunday mom-

ings, she said, adding that
some people want the

" freedom to ask questions

and make comments as
part of the service,

She had been asked to
lead a new United Meth-
odist Church planned for
Valrico, but the dollars
didn't materialize as

hoped, So Uchimura sug-

gested to church leaders
that she start a different
kind of church, called The
Well: A. United’ Methodist
House Church Communi-

As pastor, she would vis-

it and lead worship for | "
-each small flock as it met

during the week in a mem-
ber’'s home. The venue

" lends itself to smaller gath-

erings and a service gener-
ally conducted as people
sit facing one another in a
circle. Uchimura said . the
program is tailored largely
to the tastes of the people

‘who have come together.

“T'll be more like an old-
fashioned circuit rider,”
Uchimura, said, referring

‘to a Methodist brand of

hotseback-riding preacher
common in Hillsborough
County during the 1800s.
TN visit them, but I
want them to be the driv-

ing force.”

In a climate of declining [

church attendance across
the nation, the hotse
church is an idea being
introduced in a few other

_states. The Well is the first

of its kind for the United
Methodists in Florida,
Uchimura said. The
church draws its name

from a Bible reference to

Jesus preaching at a well in
Samaria, far from the tra-

' 'ﬂ?aammaom PAINTING

““A Brush Of Quality”

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

Bloomingdale Resident-Tod Howard
FREE ESTIMATES, EXPERIENCED and RELIABLE

. 654-5646 | 966-3601
" www!loommgdalel’amtmg com

Lic. 3694 Bonded & lnsured 0002160535-0)

SUSAN GREEN

Since the dollars didn’t materialize to start anew church, Kim Uchlmura suggested a different path - brmgmg the

church to foIIowers’ homes.

ditional worship center in
Jerusalem.

“We know there are
people that for whatever
reason have left the
church,” Uchimura said.

.“We know the bureaucracy

of religion is what they’re
reacting against.” :
_-Since January, a group
of about eight people in
their 30s and 40s have
been meeting on Wednes-
day evenings in a home in
River Hills. More recently,
a group of abotit 10 young
adults started worshipping
together on Monday eve-
nings in a home in Copper
Ridge.

The worship programs
differ - between the two
groups, Uchimura said.
For example, one service
includes about twice as
much Christian contem-

-porary music as the other.

- The idea of accommo-
dating varying beliefs and
worship- styles comes nat-
urally to Uchimura, who
grew up in Oklahoma at-
tending church: with her.
father. Her  mother,
Uchimura ‘explained, was
a Christian but did not like
to go to church,

Later, Uchimura, met
the man she would marry
when the two were stu-

dents at N6rt11Westem
University in Chicago. Her
husband, Gregory, is a
Buddhist, Uchimura said.

After the couple’s first
child was born in 1986,
they started ~ looking
around for a church that
would foster a good reli-
gious education for their
offspring. In 1989, Uchim-
ura joined First United
Methodist Church in Bran-
don. :

In the late 1990s, she
began studying to become
an ordained minister, a
goal she attained in 2005.
She served as an associate
pastor for six years at St.

Andrews befare leéving in
July 2011 to start planning
the Valrico church.
Uchimura said she
hopes to add more house
churches and build up the
congregation, but she
doesn’t know if it will ever
meet inside a church sanc-

‘tuary. She said that will

depend on what the mem-
bership wants: -

"“The church itself is
made up of people.”

For information about
The Well, call Uchimura, =,
(813) 400-3667 or email
chimura@flumc.org. The
pastor also writes a blog at
revuch.wordpress.com.




Bloomlhgdale Community Station Notes

i

t the May Sheriff’s
ABIoemingdale Area

Community Coun-
cil (BACC) we were fortu-
nate to have two special
visitors, Cpl. Dawn Reis-
inger from Property
Crimes Investigations
and Dep. Robert Duffy
who patrols the Bloom-
ingdale area. Both have
been very active in help-
ing reduce crime in our
area and in keeping our
residents safer and more
secure.

I briefed members on
several recent incidents
that our residents need
to be aware of, These
included:

. COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT
- REDUCES CRIME

~rime in our area is

_.~m again. This is due

- to our continued aggres-
sive actions to'catch
criminals and keep them
locked up in jail as long
as possible. Another key
factor that has helped
reduce crime in our area

- is the personal involve-
ment of members of the
community. Residents
who notice suspicious
activity in their neigh-
borhoods have called the
Sheriff’s Dispatch and
reported the activity.
Deputies have responded
and in many cases are
able to arrest the crimi-
nals. Also, the continued
outstanding work by the
Sheriff's Citizen's Patrol
has increased the patrol
coverage of our commu-
nity while also allowing
deputies to handle emer-
gencies. - :

NISTRACTION THIEVES
—~ SENIORS BEWARE

These are professional
thieves who find their
victims in our grocery
stores, discount stores
. and malls as well as park-

ing lots of
local busi-
nesses and
banks; any-

where our
i residents
Curtis would nor-
Warren mally feel
safe. Our

senijor citizens are their
best targets since they
can be more trusting and
are less of a threat. These
thieves mainly target
women with handb

with wallets in,them,
especially large open
handbags. These thieves
operate in teams. While
one thief distracts the
victim with a simple
question, diverting their

~ attention, the other thief

will quickly take the vic-
tim’s wallet or other
valuables. These thieves
will also approach vic-
tims in parking lots and
pull the same scheme
with their accomplice
taking their handbag,
We want to keep all of
our seniors safe and pro-
tect their property. Re-"

" member, your handbags

and wallets contain a lot
of critical items — credit
cards, driver’s license
and other IDS, as well as
personal information
criminals can use. DO
NOT just leave them on
the seats in your vehicles
or in your shopping cart.
Treat them like your life
depended on them be-
cause they do. Be very
aware of strangers and
very careful when you
shop.

SCHOOL IS OUT, TALK
TO YOUR KIDS

‘It will not take long for
kids to get bored and
commit what we call
“boredom crimes,” such
as vandalism and steal-
ing on a dare. Teens will
also be driving more.

Parents, take the time
to sit down with your
kids and work out a plan

~ Helps us help you stay safe

for the summer. Set
some very specific rules.
Some kids will be busy
with lots of activities.

* Some will be latchkey

kids, left at hesne alone.
Make sure you know
where they are at all
times and who they are
with. Ensure that they
know the consequences

- of getting into trouble

and especially if it is
something that will give
them a criminal record.
You're also helping to
keep them safe. Be sure
that your teens that drive
know the rules'and obey
the rules. We want them
to enjoy their summer
vacations and not end up
in trouble or injured in
an accident. ;

With school out, many
families will be taking
vacations, We want all of
you to have a safe and
enjoyable vacation. To
help you do this we ask
that you insure that you
secure your home and
propetly prepare it be-
fore you leave. You can
complete a “Vacation
Security Watch” form at
the Bloomingdale Com-
munity Station on-Er-
indale Drive. A security
check will be completed
on your home while you
are away,

HURRICANE SEASON IS
HERE - GET READY
NOW

June marks the begin-
ning of the 2012 Hurri-
cane season. The first
tropical storm already
formed in mid-May. The
weather throughout our
nation leading up to this
date has been tragic and
destructive. Thousands
of people are still recov-
ering and will be for
months and years to
come. _

Now is the time to
prepare your family, your
home and your busi-

nesses. Hillsborough
County Emergency Man-
agement has an out-
standing website with

lots of great information

to help you prepare for
the storms, for evacua-
tions and for the recov-
ery. ]

Go to www.hillsbor-
oughcounty.org/emer-
geney to access critical
information on disaster
preparations.

REMEMBER

_If you notice any suspi-

cious activity or a crime
being committed, get all
the information you can -
descriptions of individu-

als, descriptions of vehi-

cles and license num-
bers, and immediately
call the Sheriff’s Dispatch
at (813) 247-8200. Time is
very critical! =

gh Protein - LOW Carbs - Grain-free
( Made In the USA with all American ingredients '

Thee Ancrittal Ot Meets Medm Nifigioh ks o lscesmait 't EVO s 2 Irgizred Yademinn o Naass M Produc, e

starts the Summer Tournament

The NFL Yet Center, The City of Tampa's
Parks and Recreation Department and The
H.O.P.E. Center have teamed up to put on a
summer league basketball tournament for
Tampa Bay area youth. The tournament com-
mittee announced yesterday that the “Hoop It
Up” Kick Off Party will be held from 7 to 9 p.m.

- Tuesday, June 19 at The YET Center, located at
3310 E. Lake Ave,, Tampa. Tournament partici-

pants, Tampa Bay business leaders, and city
officials will come together to celebrate the
commencement of the summer series over

food, beverages and festivities. The party will

be a great oppommi_;y for participants to meet
and begin preparing for the summer games.
Vanguard Attorneys, a personal injury law
firm serving the Tampa Bay community, is
proud to be the presenting sponsor of the
“Hoop it Up” Summer League Basketball Tour-

nament.

“We. are honored to be a part of such a
positive program that is geared toward local
residents,” says Frank Marsalisi, Managing At-
torney of Vanguard Attorneys, the tourna-
ment s title sponsor. “Hoop It Up will provide a
great outlet for local residents to engage in
constructive activity during summer break.”

DOG GONE HOLISTIC
5620 FishHawk Crossing Bivd.,

Lithia, FL 33547 (S. Brandon area)
813-651-0842 -

Dog Gone Holistic is the area's premier “Health Food Store for Pets”
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Artistic talent
blossoms here and
blooms beyond

By SUSAN GREEN

Two teachers with roots
in Bloomingdale teamed
up this year to help stu-
dents from Progress Vil-
lage Middle - Magnet
School of the Arts stage a
full-scale version of the
musical play “Annie.”

Tyler Leavitt, a Bloom-
ingdale High School grad-
uate and Progress Village
drama teacher, directed
the production and de-
signed the sets for the
show. Kristen Franzen,
who lived in Bloomingdale
while attending Brandon
High School, was musical
ditector for the play. She is
also the chorus director at
Progress Village.

The teachers said this
year’s musical, an annual
spring tradition, had near-
ly 100 cast members and
30 additional- students
working on costumes and
performing backstage du-
ties. The production also
included an elaborate se-
ries of set changes. It was
one of the most challeng-
ing the school has staged,
the teachers said.
= “Every year we try to do
something new and differ-
ent, bigger and better,”
Leavitt said. The play ran
May 4 and 5 at Blake High
School in Tampa.

Progress Village is a
magnet school among the
Hillsborough County dis-
trict’s public school choic-
es. It specializes in arts
programs, inchiding dra-
ma, band, orchestra, vocal

+MlSainls-

CARPET STEAM CLEANING!
: 3 ROOMS %65
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music, dance, costume de-
sign and visual arts and
draws  students  from
throighout eastern Hills-
borough, including
Bloomingdale.

Though many middle
schools choose to do a
“junior,” or abbreviated,
version of Broadway pro-
ductions, Progress Village
chose to stage the play as it
originally was produced.
Leavitt said cuts to songs
and dialog can make it
difficult for students to
comprehend the true
meaning of a dramatic
work.

“We had the resources
and the students to do the
full version, so we felt it
was better to give the stu-
dents the whole .sense of
the play,” he said. :

He and Franzen noted
that “Annie” marked two
firsts: tap dancing and the
use of a live animal, a dog
named Shadow, as Annie’s
dog, Sandy.

The plot follows the ad-
ventures of an 11-year-old
orphan named Annie, who
is plucked from an or-
phanage to.spend time at
the opulent home of bil-
lionaire Daddy Warbucks
and ends up finding a new
family. The play is set dur-
ing the Great Depression.

“Perhaps one of the
most interesting qualities
of this year's show ... was
its connection to our cur-
rent economic trends,”
Franzen said. “Some of
these students know first-
hand about job loss and
relocation. They-have had
to find hope in a hopeless
situation. It was surprising
to me how much they
could relate to it.”

Other teachers who col-

SUSAN GREEN

Lanie Mullins, playing the title role in Progress V'llage Middle Magnet School’s production of “Annie,” works with Shad-
ow as Annie’s dog, Sandy, during a dress rehearsal last month at Blake ngh School in Tampa.

Lllllan Kraack Ieft Alex Councﬂ center; and Hayley Ellison
sing “Easy Street” during Progress Village Middle Magnet
School’s production of “Annie” last month at Blake High
School in Tampa.

Tvler Leavitt, drama teacher at Progress Village Middle
Magnet School of the Arts, gives direction to students
Jacob Dankerl and Savannah Brown, left, during a dress
rehearsal last month at Blake High School in Tampa.




l..eft to right: Melanie Couturier, Rebecca Schanmler, Darlenne Bartsh, Rachel Fishbough, and Megan Bolick, as
orphans, sing “You're never fuliy dressed without a smile” during a Progress Village Mlddle Magnet School rehears-

al of the play “Annie”

laborated on the produc-
tion included Meredith
Scribner, lead arts teacher;
*-gel Borths, assistant di-
‘or; Deborah Scourtes,

. costume design; Paula Ol-
iveira and Megan Jackson,

cho_reography; " Steve
Kraack, sets, lights and
sound; Gerald Barron, set
construction; and William
Talenti, art director. Rob-
ert Chisholm, Progress Vil-
lage band director, opened

the show with a live mu-
sical performance by se-
lected band students.
Leavitt -~ moved to
Bloo'mingdale with his
parents in 1986 and devel-
oped an interest in drama

Jacob Dankerl as Daddy Warbucks, left, and Lanie Mullins as the orphan Annie.

whlle attending Blooming~
dale High. He also was a
member of the high
school’s show choir, Am-
bassadors.

After graduating from
Brigham Young Universi-

Students Jacob Dankerl, left, as Daddy Warbucks; Sa- _
vannah Brown as Grace; and Lanie Mullms as Orphan

Annie.

ty, where he met the wom-
an he would marry, he and
his wife, Amy, moved back
to Bloomingdale in 2001.

He has been a drama
teacher at Progress Village
since 2004.

The couple were expect-
ing their sixth child at the
end of May, Their other
children range in age from
2 1o 10. The Leavitts oper-
ate a community theater
program for - children
called Tampa Bay Family
Theater. Its next session
will begin June 12. For in-
formation, call (813) 924-

- Wonderland.”

1368.

Franzen lives in Apollo
Beach with her husband.
Garrett, and a daughter,
Nora She plans to conduct
a musical theater camp

2102 ‘aNNr ¢ 31LL3ZVO TTVAONIWNOOTE FHL =4

July 9 to 22 for middle .

school students at South
Shore United Methodist
Church in Riverview. The
program includes trips to
Disney World and instruc-
tion that will culminate in
a production of “Alicé in
For  infor-
mation, email
camp@southsho-
reumec.com,
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BSHS students return
to UCF programming
competition

-

ok

By KiM MILLER

Bloomingdale Senior High School students, Tan Ludden,

- Cormac McCarthy, and Sam Miller, competed in a computer

programming competition at the University of Central Floridaon -

May 4. lan and Cormac had taken the AP computer science
=ourse, and Sam took the honors computers science III course,
offered on Florida Virtual School. Mrs. Knotts, a guidance

counselor at Bloomingdale entered and sponsored them in the

competition. There were 48 teams, consisting of one-to-three
members, representing 17 schools, from around Florida. These

young men set up practice times, at one of the student's homes, .

apdthyviﬂlout the coaching from a teacher or an adult, finished
ninth, : .

The winning team split $38,000 in scholarship money to UCF
with the second and third place teams. Also, along with the
money, the first place team each received Kindle Fires, three

terabyte hard drive, trophy, and bragging rights. Although,.

Bloomingdale finished ninth, they received a gift for longest time
between entries into the competition (21 years).

These boys need to be congratulated on their efforts and their
“Sp 10 finish!

PROVIDED

Bloomingdale High:School students, lan Ludden (1), Cormac McCarthy (12), and Sam Miller(10), com-
peted in a computer programming competition at the University of Central Florida on May 4.
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Scott Arnold, DMD. FAGD

L

yArnoldSmile.com

 Arnold Dentistry

Dr. Scott Arnold maintain's many area family smiles. He is first and foremost a family dentist; however,
he has the extra training and technology to give your smile that extra help if-you want or need it. His team
will make you feel welcome and is committed to your comfort, We aecept most insurance.

Call to schedule your FREE smile evaluation today!

ARNOLD

DENTISTRY

330 EAST BLQb-M!HGDALE AVE., BRANDON
Bloomingdale Executive Park (1/2 block west of Bryan Rd.)

(813) 689-1529
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