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Mall’s Impact On Square Obvious

by Rozel Sciulli
As if the opening of Brandon TownCenter MalF Giorggi said his store gets more exposure and has

weren’t enough. Road construction had to make its path
toward progress at the same time. The result is an impact
on merchants at Bloomingdale Square that has found
tenants closing up shop or moving to higher ground.

In the past year, Carvel, Elephant’s Trunk, Little
Professor Bookstore, Video Show, and Bloomingdale
Medical Centerhaveeither closed or setup shop elsewhere.

Since January, Stuart’s women'’s apparel has closed
itsdoors ashas Giorggi’smen’s apparel. Both operate new
stores in the Mall corridor power centers.

“] wanted to secure a space before they were all
taken,” said Phillip Giorggi, who had been a Square tenant
for nearly four years. “There wasn’t enough traffic after
the mall opened. No question about it, the mall affected
Bloomingdale Square to a big extent.”

Program Targets
Parents Of Teens

Special to The Gazette

Bloomingdale’s Parent Advisory Com-
mittee is sponsoring a program entitled Al-
cohol and Drug Awareness for Parents of
Teens on March 18 at 6:30 p.m. in the school
auditorium.

Speakers will include Sonya Bufe, a
DACCO counselor, Deputy Fairburn, school
resource officer, and Sylvia Carra, Ph.D.,
psychologist.

Among the topics of discussion will be
recognizing signs of drug use, reasons for
use, coping with abuse, communications and
alternate methods of handling drug situations.

According to BHS guidance counselor
Terry Hoke, the objective of the programisto
prevent families from future problems by
instructing them in the wamning signs.

broadened its clientele base to other counties.

Stride Rite, children’s shoes and accessories, also left
the Square after an attempt at operating two stores in the
Brandon area.

“We experienced a loss of sales the minute the mall
opened,” said owner Tish Schroeder, a seven-year tenant at
the Square. “Parking was so bad, but customers come in
everyday and say ‘I wish you were still there’.”

Stanton Englander, senior director of retail leasing for
the Paragon Group which manages Bloomingdale Square,
said changes are expected over the years as the market and
consumer demands change.

“A shopping center is a dynamic entity,” Englander
said. “Consumer preferences shift. There has been a lot of

; See MALL, page 11

After Meeting, Double
Sessions Questions Persist

by Shannan Powell

With many questions left unanswered, parents of
Bloomingdale High studentslefta Feb. 7 public forum that
ended too abruptly for the almost 500 present, feeling less
than reassured aboutnext year’s double sessions calendar.

“They could’veextended the meeting atleast anextra
15 minutes and been courteous for some of the concerns,”
area resident John Currier said. I think they could’ve set
it up better. I also think that the school board administra-
tion could have been represented better.”

_ Currier and his wife, Beth, took time after the meeting
to write their remaining questions on a form that the
administration promised would be answered.

The only school board representative present was
Area 4 Director Larry Martin, who sat quietly in the first
row of the auditorium while Principal B. J. Stelter, assis-
tant principals Richard Bartels and Barry Davis and fac-
ulty member Matt Hauer tried to convince the audience
that all bases had been covered.

“I thought it was a great program,” Martin said. “The
school had sent out surveys prior to the meeting so that

Martin said since the county has been through this
several times before, citing periods at Brandon and Plant
City high schools, administrators have had plenty of expe-
rience with this type of calendar.

But while many parents are still looking for answers,
students are beginning to think about the adjustments they
will have to make.

“Idon’tlikeitbecause we’ll get out solate,” said Elissa
Downing, who will be a sophomore next year. “I’ll have to
do homework and everything whenI get home, and Idon’t
think I'll have enough time.”

Downing has played softball for three years and would
like to play next year if she can fit it into her new school
schedule that has her in classes from 12:25 until 5:55 p.m.

Janee Aska will be a junior in the morning session and
has a list of her own concermns.

“Waking up now is hard enough, but even earlier will
be really hard,” Aska said. “And I'm worried about what
theyre going to do about sports. Track is my only sport and

I'm worried about not being able to do anything.”
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Double Sessions, Double Standard

by Rozel Sciulli

Doggone it, you can mess with me,
but don’t mess with my kids. -

It’s a fair statement to say most par-
ents feel this way. And it’s particularly
obvious when it comes to education.

About this time last year Buckhorn
parents were gloating while River Hills
parents were grousing that their students
would have to attend the new Durant
High School. River Hills claimed they
were more a part of Bloomingdale than
the Buckhorn folks.

But, the school boundary guru s are
smarter. They determined it makes more
sense forkids to travel 12 miles to school
than 3 miles.

Go figure.

Well, well, well. It seems the gloat-
ers who benefited from the decision that
kept them at Bloomingdale are now
scrambling to figure out ways to get their
children to Durant. d

Two dirty words have scared them -
Double Sessions.

Now, all of a sudden, the school they
called Harvard on the Alafia is not good
enough for them. They’ve heard the
praises of Durant’s new Copurnican plan
and want their “very bright-and gifted”
child to benefit from this program that
allows students to earn more credits than
the average bear.

There’s been a rash of special as-
signment requests. That’s the little loop-
hole in the system that allows students to
attend a school out of their boundaries for
educational purposes. Is this an oxymo-
ron?

Students can be assigned to
Bloomingdale, for instance, if they want
totake Russian. It’snot offered anywhere
else. Students used to be able to go to
Brandon for ROTC until Bloomingdale’s
program started three years ago. Don’ttry
Durant for drafting or analytical geometry
- they offer neither.

So just when those gloating
Buckhomners assumed all those River
Hills-types would wantspecial assignment
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Bloomingdale Oaks

Special Taxing District
P.O. Box 3132
Brandon, Florida 33509-3132

Second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m.
Bloomingdale Oaks Special Taxing District
First Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Mobile Watch & Neighborhood Watch
Watch this listing for dates & times. The meetings are
held on a per need basis.

More students requested special assign-
ment to Durant from Bloomingdale than to
Bloomingdale.

Go figure.

Anyway, now it seems, with this little
thing called double sessions, homes in the
Durant school district are in high demand.
A friend of mine who lives in Durant dis-
trict has had her house for sale for nine
years (it’s overpriced - they really don’t
wanttomove),and she has had more activity
in the past month than in all nine years.

Guess it will be a good sellers market
for homeowners since homes of the non-
mobile nature in Durant district are hard to
find.

So, parents’ maneuvering and fina-
gling may get them where they want to be.

But, if 1ast year taught them anything,
it should have taught them to be careful
what they wish for.

Reach out and call...

Deputy Pete Maurer. He’s
Bloomingdale’s Cop on the Beat. We be-
long to him. He belongs to us.

That means, he wants to know when
there’s a problem in the neighborhood.

Mailboxes being vandalized? Tires
being deflated? That empty house across
the street attracting unwanted guests? Kids
doing wheelies th your freshly plugged
yard?

He wants toknow. Call himat247-8555
to report a problem or concern. This at the
Brandon Sheriff’s substation, so you will
have to leave a message. But he will call
you back. A

Peter Maurer is Bloomingdale’s
Community Resource Deputy. It’s his job
to find solutions to problems that persist in
the community. '

‘Butdon’tbelike the woman in Temple
Terrace who waited for her community’s
CRD to return from vacation before she
reported a burglary. There are still those
emergencies that require a 911 call.

With the added Mobile Watch volun-
teers and Deputy Maurer, let’s make full
use of all our resources and take a zero-
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Mobile Watch Report

by LaWayne Wyatt

This month’s report covers four
months dating back to eventsin Novem-
ber.

Although the month wasfairly quiet,
there were several significant events. A
party house developed on Isleton Drive
in West. Deputies were called to the
house on several occasions. And there
were four reported incidents of vandal-
ism to the property.

In December, deputies responded
to the party house on Isleton at least two
more times. On the last visit, the house
occupants were told there would be no
more warnings. The house has appar-
ently been quiet since then.

Vacant houses also became a target
of vandalism and parties in December.
Several have been broken into but the
worst appears to be 3801 Bell Grande
Dr. Most of the rear windows were bro-
ken, walls were punched, the screen
enclosure torn, trash was dumped
throughout the house and the pool pump
destroyed. The windows have now been
boarded up thanksto several calls by our
Community Resource Deputy to the
mortgage holder.

Teen parties alsobegan developing
in Windsor Woods on a street with no
homes and there were several reports of
kids checking homes and cars in River
Crossings. ‘

January was the busiest of the last
four months. The parties in Windsor
Woods continued with deputies re-
sponding at least four times. Unfortu-
nately, none have been caught yet, since
they all scatter as soon as a deputy ap-
pears. There were at least four reports of
activity near the new construction at the

vandalism of a boat and van and an-
other part house on Cameo Crest.
.InFebruary, the activity at theend
of Culbreath and the teen parties in
Windsor Woods continued. The most
serious event was one in which a car
load of teens stopped by a couple
walking on Natures Way and shot the
man with paint balls. His jacket sleeve
was torn and his arm was cut by the
paint balls.
As many of you noticed, we sent
a flyer for the Mobile Watch with the
1996 BHA dues notices. The response
has been great. So far more than 30
residents have volunteered and more
are still arriving. For these who com-
pleted the flyerbut have notbeen called,
don’t give up. I am working my way
through the sheets and setting up ori-
entation meetings. We could still use
. more volunteers so the number of pa-
trols can be increased even more.
Our thanks to the following who
have completed the orientation:
West residents Glen and Joan
McKean, Ralph Schindler, Steven
Heckel, Ken Furman and Ken Serra.
Eastresidents JoAnn MacIntosh, Jeff
Garrett, Frank Howard, Emilio
Rivera, and Mario Petruzzelli.
OakCrest residents Paul Belussi and
Angie Lostacco. River Crossings
residents Vickie Visca and Craigand
Hazel Hughes. Windsor Woods resi-
dents John and Peggy Tatka and Dan
Coleman. South residents Wendy
Panfilio and Eric and Dale Gardner.
Also Darrell Lowe of Stratford Place,
Lois Kennedy of Pine Grove,
Michael and Judy Bailev of Erin
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Bits ‘N’
Pieces

| Bloomingdale Graduate

Leads West Point Class

by Shannan Powell
Hughes heads top of class

Cadet John Hughes will graduate first in a class of
1,000 from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y.
this semester. Hughes, a 1992 graduate and senior class
president of Bloomingdale High, hasmaintained a 3.99/4.0
grade point average while at West Point, based on his
academic, military and physical performance.

@ : N\
Bell Shoal's Church of Christ
Pastor - Alan Watkins It

1996 - Year of the Family

13 Lesson Video Series
"Taking Time for Marriage""
5 20 minutes per session

plus 20 minute
question
& answer

Famllv Counselmg

Dwigh_t Eppler - Family Life Minister

Counseling at the Refuge Counseling Center

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. Worship Service

685-0750

‘e 2908 Bell Shoals Road

The next step for Hughes will be to Fort Hood, Texas,
Aand the Uniformed Services-Universal Health School
(USUHS), where he has been accepted in the army medi-
cine program.
Students join cast of Peter Pan

Several Bloomingdale students will participate in a
performance of Peter
Pan, an upcoming mu-
sical production by the
Brandon Youth
Theater’s spring theater
class.

Cast members in-
clude Stephanie
Hamilton as Wendy,
Liz Butts as Liza,
Katherine Sullivan as
Nibs, Stephanie
Melton as Arg, Danielle
Virtue as first twin,
Bridget Asplund as
Second twin, Jonathon
Brokaw as Smee,
Zachary Litwiller as
Starkey, Brynn Dorsey
as Mullins, and Jocelyn
Asplund as Noodler. :

~ Peter Pan, is the
classic story of a boy who wouldn’t grow up and his
adventures in Neverland with a host of interesting charac-
ters. It will be presented at Center Place, 619 Vonderburg
Dr.,Friday and Saturday, March 22 and 23 at § p.m. and on
Sunday, March 24 at 4 p.m.

Tickets are $5 general admission and must be pur-
chased in advance at Center Place.
McKnights welcome first grandchild ‘

Indian Hills residents Bill and Kathy McKnight
proudly announce the birth of their grandson Robert James
Gross, son of James and Kathy Gross.

Baby Robert, eight pounds, 11 ounces, was born Dec.
24 at St. Joseph’s Women'’s Hospital.

Scouts celebrate anniversary.

Cub Scout Pack 610 of St. Stephen Catholic Church

held their annual Blue and Gold dinner Feb. 3 in recogni-
tion of the anniversary of the chartering of the Boy Scouts
of America onFeb. 8,1910. About 150 people joined in the
celebration, including the scouts’ parents, grandparents

L to R: Karl Stephanz, Dylan Sumner, Chance
Sumner, Bobby Hanlon, Ryan Carnley, Rick Zarrella,
Chris Rich, and Christopher hayes. ;

and siblings.

Celebrating their last Blue and Gold dinner as Cub
Scouts were Bloomingdale’s Senior Webelos (short for “we
be loyal”), Karl Stephanz, Chris Rich, Brandon Eckaus
and Tommy Hanlon. They willmove up to Boy Scouts next
year.

Other Bloomingdale
Scouts joining in the
festivities were first
grade Tigers Zeke
Bravo, Zachary
Pietrzyk,Darren Pope
and Jonathan
Stephanz; secondgrade
Wolves Kyle Sanders,
Brian McMahon and
Jack Bello; third grade
Bears Bobby Hanlon
and Brandon Herbert;
and fourth grade Junior
Webelos Nicholas
Zatkovich,  Kevin
McMahon, Craig
Higgins and Gavin
Canan.

During thecelebration,
the scouts-took time to
acknowledge the rea-
sons for scouting, Whlch include the influence of character
development, citizenship, sportsmanship, strength of fam-
ily, resourcefulness and development of skills for life.

Pack 610 is now preparing for a joint campout with the
Boy Scouts of St. Stephen on March 16 and 17, and the
annual Pinewood Derby to be held March 17,
Bloomingdale runners head to Boston

Three Bloomingdale residents will battle Boston’s
“Heartbreak Hill” April 15 during the 100th running of the
Boston Marathon. Larry Bass, Susan Calhoun and Bill
McKanight, all members of the Brandon Running Associa-
tion, have met qualifying times for the marathon in previous
races and will join more than 25,000 runners for the historic
event. -

Basscameinunderhis class’s 3-hour, 20-minute required
qualifying time in the 1994 Brandon Marathon, running the
26 miles in 3:19.58. Also qualifying in the 1994 Brandon
race, Calhoun finished under the requued 3:50 time in her
class.

Whether Buying or Selling Your Home Sweet Home Call:

"Donna Mac"

Celebrating 13 Years as Your

Bloomingdale Neighborhood Specialist

YN

SUN COVE REALTY, nc.

In Bloomingdale Square
g B

Call Donna Mac and follow
the Bloomingdale tradition

4132 Moreland-Oakcrest

DonnaMacGlffrt

654-7070

toll free 1-800-825-2683

Featured Home of the Month:

*Consistent Top Producer
*Bloomingdale's Area Specialist &
Resident Since 1983
+Sold Millions and Millions in
Brandon/Bloomingdale |~
*Degree in Advertising and Marketing
«#t1 Sun Cove Realty Agent of the Year
for 3 Consecutive Years
+Call One of Hillsborough County's Top
Agents &
sLet my 13 Years Experience, Knowledge,
Service and Commitment Work for You
*Whether Buying of Selling Call Your -
Neighborhood Specialist "Donna Mac"
Today!

3803 Hollow Wood-Windsor Woods
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Church and
Synagogue News

All Good lguanas Go To Heaven
by Ellen Slovacek

He didn’t even weigh a pound. He was just a little
guy..little and frisky. He loved to climb up my arm and
eventually end up sitting on top of my head. Up to the
highest point he would go and then peer out over what he
thought was his kingdom.

This little green bundle of scales and delight was my

son’s pet iguana. He named him Glippy Allen. Glippy
seemed to be an appropriate name for the spunky creature,
and Allen came from Woody Allen, my son’s favorite
movie director. Having said that, you probably know far
more about my son than you need to know. Anyway, back
to Glippy. z

Scamper is a good way to describe his mode of

transportation. He never walked. He scampered. He

scampered about his cage. He scampered back into the
cage for snack and a nap on his heatrock.

Glippy entertained our family for more than a year
with his little iguana tricks. Have you ever seen an iguana
swim?It’s socute. He’d tuck hisarms and legs behind him,
and swoosh his tail back and forth to stay afloat. When he’d
get tired, he’d climb aboard a little boat we made for him,
and he’d sail around the tub. Back on land, we’d dry him
off, and he’d scamper back to his cage.

He got really goed at getting in and out of his cage.
Sometimes we’d find him at the top of the closet in his
favorite hiding spot - underneath a big Mexican sombrero

- other times he’d be hanging off the tie rack. Always he

would find the way back into his cage.

A couple of weeks ago, I noticed that Glippy wasn’t
climbing out of cage anymore; nor was he scampering
about. Instead he just sat on his heatrock. Eating seemed to
be a chore for him. I was concerned, but not alarmed until
we tried to cheer him up by giving him a bath. It was then
apparent that Glippy was paralyzed from the waist down.

The next moming I took him to the vetand received the
sad news that our once happy, scampering little iguana
would have to be put to sleep. As I sat there in the vet’s
office stroking his back, I tried hard to fight back the tears.
They came anyway.

Little Glippy would have to be put to sleep. I wanted
to grab him and run home and make him better, but Tknew
it was not to be. And as I signed the necessary papers, I felt
as though I was signing a death warrant. My hand shook
and I cried some more.

Ithasbeen afew weeks now, and sometimes whenIgo
into my son’s room, I still expect to see him scampering
about his cage, or sunbathing on the windowsill.

For those of you who have lost a pet, you understand
the feeling of loss and you may wonder “where are they
now?” I like to think there is a place in heaven for animals
when they die. They have spirits, just as we do. And when
their body is laid down in the earth, their spirit will rise to
its heavenly home.

Would heaven be heaven without our pets? Relation-
ships run too deep to think that we’ll never see out loved
ones again; be they pets or be they people. Heaven would
not be heaven without our loved ones.

When I close my eyes, I can see Glippy scampering
aboutagain. He’s happy and whole and he’sin hisheavenly
home.

Here’s What’s Happening:

Congregation Beth Shalom of Brandon invites the
public to the Passover Seder on Thursday, April 4, at 6:30
p-m. Rabbi Robert Goodman will conduct the Seder ser-
vices along with the traditional meal.

"The Seder will be held at the Camberley Plaza Hotel
in Sabal Park. The cost is $25 for adult members and $30
for nonmembers; $12.50 for member children ages 3-12,
and $15 for nonmembers. Reservation deadline is March
22. For information or reservation, call 681-6547.

St. Mark United Church of Christ will hold an
auction on March 30 from 9 a.m. until every item is gone.
Preceding the auction will be a coffee and dessert sale.
After the auction will be a lunch sale.

Enjoy a night of music,.praise and worship every
Saturday at the First United Methodist Church, 120 N.
Knight Ave., Brandon. The program isheld at7 p.m.in the
gym. Large screen videos, live drama skits as well as
inspiring messages from the Rev. Jim Walker will all add
to the casual evening.

“The Living Easter Cross” will be March 29- 31, at
First United Methodist. Tickets are now available by
calling 6894161 or 689-4901.

If one day your doorbell rings and there standing at
your door are several smiling faces with aloaf of hot bread
and a brochure, be assured these are not some lunatics, but
members of the Presbyterian Church of Bloomingdale.
In this fast-growing community, what a nice way to get
acquainted. Watch for them. I hear their bread is delicious!

Each Thursday beginning this month at 9:30 a.m. and
7:30p.m., Pastor Philip Makari of the Presbyterian Church
of Bloomingdale will lead an in depth study of the Book of
Revelation. Arearesidentsare invited toattend. Thereisno
charge. For further information, call 654-3699.

Also coming up is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
travel with Dr. Makari to his native land of the Middle East.
The 17-day tour will include roundtrip airfare from Florida,
five star hotels, meals, tips, admission tickets to sites,
ground transportation, a fulltime tour guide, Nile cruise, a
week in the Holy Land and more. For information on this
comprehensive tour, call 684-3596.

Well, how are youdoing on your New Year’sresolution
tolose those extrapounds and inches? If you’re looking for
away to get fit, the Women’s Ministry of Bell Shoals Baptist
Church is offering step aerobic classes for women.

Classes are offered Mondays and Thursdays at 6:30
p.m., Tuesdays and Fridays at 11:30 a.m. and Saturdays at
9:30 a.m. Cost is $2 per class. Child care is offered at the
mid-day class with areservation one week in advance. Call
689-4229 for further information.

AlsoatBell Shoalsisachance toexpress your creativity
by participating in the Fruitful Hands Craft Ministry. Make
a different craft each week. Projects for March include a
carrot bunny; spring floral basket, and a“Let It Snow(man)”
stocking pin. Classes are held each Tuesday morning.

An evening Fruitful Hands “Make-it/Take-it” class
will be offered on Thursday, March 14, from 7 t0 9:30 p.m.
All of the March projects will be offered in this evening
class.

Call Cynthia Alford at 661-5561 for daytime class
information and Linda Donahue at 677-0599 for evening
class information.

2506 WRENCREST CIRCLE
OAKCREST OF BLOOMINGDALE

$101,500

3 BR/2 Bath-Separate Dining Room w/Wet Bar
+Living Room+Eat In KitchensScreened Porch w/
Spa*A/C 2 Car Garage w/Door OpenerePartially
Fenced-Security SystemeInground SprinklerNew
Roof, Spa, Carpeting,PainteIntercomeLoaded with
Extras-Must See!

Call for appointment

685-5819

SIUI\ID/—\Y SERVICES

April 7, 1996
-9:00 AM and 10:30 AM

Come Celebrate and Worship
the Resurrection of Our Lord

Cibony Clunch—

Meeting at Bloomingdale Senior High School
1700 E. Bloomingdale Avenue, Brandon
Calvary Offices - 653-0422

For Your Children...
Easter Celebration Preschool

- 5th grade
Both Services :

EASTER

Living Savior
Lutheran Church

April 5th Good Friday
7:30 p.m. Service

Easter Sunday April 7th

Easter Brunch-8:30 a.m.

Celebration Service-10:00 a.m.

3401 Lithia Pinecrest Road

(Corner of Lithia Pinecrest & Bloomingdale)

~ lawyer,
so should you.

CURRY & ASSOCI

ACCIDENTS,
DEFECTIVE
PRODUCTS,
MALPRACTICE

No charge for initial consultation

La Viva Professional Center @RE ~
750 W. Lumsden<Brandon 65 5@
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by
Sonia M. Ruiz, M.D.

Pediatrician

Featuring the finest medical
care for:

o Infants
e Children
+ Adolescents

Most health plans accepted.

684-1881

4316 Bell Shoals Road
Village Center
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Double Sessions Q & A

The following answers were provided to the most asked
parent questions by Bloomingdale High administrators.

@ y are high schools going to double sessions?

The district is completing a reorganization which had
reduced force busing, eliminated single grade centers, and
implemented middle schools. These changes have added
the ninth grade to senior high schools, increasing the load on
those facilities. Construction of four new high schools was
planning and is occurring to accommodate the change.
However, growth is straining capacity beyond the planned
increases. An attempt is made to organize schools to that if
double sessions is required they occur in the senior high
schools. This is because older students are better abl€*to
function without supervision and to fill the hours they are
released with either jobs or extracurricular activities.
Why must we have double sessions?

A double session schedule is a way of increasing the
capacity of the school system without spending tax dollars
for new construction. Double sessions doubles the capacity
of the school.

Do double sessions mean an interior school?

A school on double sessions can be a superior school.
A good example occurred in Hillsborough County. In the
early 1980s Brandon High was on double sessions for
nearly 20 years. Despite construction of a new facility in the
1970s. The school was recognized as a National School of
Excellence, a first in the state.

What are the disadvantages of double sessions?

The schedule fragments the student body. A split
student body fractures friendships, inhibits school spiritand
student morale and creates some scheduling problems for
both the academics and extracurricular programs. It doesn’t
result in a decrease in student contact time with teachers. It
increases some school overhead costs such as transportation
and school food service. The difficulties associated with
maintaining an academic focus increases particularly dur-
ing the first period of the first session and the last period of
the second session.

Will changes in the curriculum be required?

The present curriculum frameworks, course guides and
semester examinations were designed for SO-minute classes.
This was successful when schools were on a 7-period day.
Other than decreasing the time spent on guided practice in
class, teachersaccommodate the change in time by changing
the delivery of instruction.

Will students attending the first session have breakfast
available in the cafeteria and will there be lunch avail-
able for students on both shifts?

It is expected that the school food service will provide
abreakfast program before the start of the first session. The
school food service will have lunch available before the
start of the second shift for afternoon session students, and
after the end of the first shift for morning session students.

Can students take classes during the shift for which
they are not scheduled?

Generally the answer will be no. There will occasion-
ally be aneed to schedule a morning session student in the
afternoon or an afternoon session student in the moming
due to the academic needs of the students and the courses
available in each shift. Generally, however, the courses
available in each shift will reflect the grade levels of the
students assigned to those shifts.

Can all students participate in the extracurricular
programs and varsity athletics?

Yes, there will be a full range of extracurricular
programs. Because we believe in the value of participation
in band, chorus, drama, athletics and other extracurricular
activities, we will make an effort to adjust the schedule of
students to prevent conflicts between their assigned ses-
sions and the schedule of practices required for participation.
Will Bloomingdale provide supervision on campus for
students before or after the session in which they are
enrolled?

The overcrowded conditions that require double ses-
sions are the very conditions which preclude such arrange-
ments.

When will sessions begin and end?

Coordination of school bus schedulesisrequired to set
the bell schedule. We have begun our planning with the
expectation that the first session will run from 6:45 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. The second session will start at 12:25 p.m. and
end at 5:55 p.m. Each session will have six 50-minute
classes and five minutes of passing time.

When will double sessions end?

When sufficient money is available to build new
senior high schools to accommodate the extra students in
the double session schools, they will be returned to single
sessions.

Are there any concessions for families with students
who ordinarily would be on separate sessions and
would they be allowed to attend the same session?

No. The curriculum offerings for the morning session
would be primarily geared to juniors and seniors and the
curriculum for the afternoon session would be geared to 9th
and 10th graders.

Are the best and perhaps most experienced teachers all
assigned to the morning session?

No. Teachers will be asked which session they would
prefer to teach. Where possible, the requests will be hon-
ored. However, another factor to be used in assignments
will be the teachers’ past experience in teaching particular
subjects. Inaddition, it will be the principal’sresponsibility
to assign a mix of both experienced and inexperienced
teachers to each session.

Do both sessions have equal administrative leadership,
guidance services and itinerant services?

Yes. These services are provided based on the number
of students attending a particular session. All necessary
services will be availableregardless whlch sessionateacher
and/or student is assigned.

Active Adult
S

Homes From
The $30s - $70s

¢ Two Pools - Indoor & Outdoor

» Woodworking & Ceramic Shop

* Security Gate ® Activities Director

» Convenient Location - Country Setting
¢ Much, Much More!

I-4 to [-75, then south to

Tampa Bay's Most Affordable

Custom Designed - Quality Built

Two Large Clubhouses Plus...

Community

Visit Our Models Today. Call For
Information And Directions:

(800) 344-8995
(813) 689-9423

A Blair Group

Community

| MacDonaId"
Plumbing

* March Special *
Hot & Cold Repipe

Starting at $1,40022

Guaranteed to beat any licensed plumber

Top ‘Quality Work

For All Your Plumbling Needs Call:

681-2626

Licensed-Bonded-Insured
Lic. #CFC 051643

$100 OFF

Towards Any Repipe
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Kid§ [alendar Rated G

Girl Scout Sunday

Girls Scouts in Suncoast Girl Scout Council
invite members of the local community to a Girl
Scout Sunday celebration on March 10 at Kinds
Avenue Baptist Church, 2602 S. Kings Ave.,
from 2to 3:30 p.m. Admission is one can of food
to be donated to the food pantry at the Kings
Avenue Baptist Church.

The program for the celebration includes a
flag ceremony, songs, a candlelight ceremony, a
responsive reading and a fnessage delivered by
the Riv. Charles M. Richard, Jr., pastor of the
church. Refreshments will be served including a
birthday cake in honor of the 84th birthday of the
founding of Girl Scouting in the United States.

Suncoast Girl Scout Council serves more
than 13,500 through the trained Ieadership of
more than 5,000 adults throughout Hernando,
Hillsborough, Pasco and Pinellas counties.

Forinformation, call Connie George at 684-
4958, or Linda Scott at 281-4475, Ext. 242.
Peter Pan

The Brandon Youth Theater will’present a
musical production of Peter Pan at Center Place
. Shows will be Friday and Saturday, March 22
and 23, 8 p.m. and on Sunday, March 24 at4 p.m.

Tickets are $5 general admission and must
be purchased in advance at Center Place.
Other Plays coming to Center Place are Three
Little Pigs on March 15 at 7 p.m. The daytime
show on the 11th is sold out. Stage Productions
combines all the charm and comedy of the family
classic with plenty of singing, dancing and even
a rapping big Bad Wolf#Through the use of

“creative dramatics, the children help the actors

and learn a valuable lesson.
On April 11, Beauty and the Beast will be

staged at 10:45 a.m. Tickets for both produc-
tions are $2.50 and must be purchased in ad-
vance at the Center Place office.

Lunch With Easter Bunny

The annual Lunch with the Easter Bunny
will be held at St. Andrew’s United Methodist
Church on Saturday, March 30. Lunch begins at
11 a.m. and willbe followed by an egg hunt. The
cost is $2.50 per person and tickets must be
purchased in advance at Center Placc
On Exhibit -

The area’s talented young artists will be
honored with a Youth In At Show during the
entire month of March at Center Place. Works
of artstudents from Eastern Hillsborough graded
8-12 will be ondisplay. The show will be judged
and ribbon and cash awards will be presented at
areception on Thursday, March 14 from 7 to 8
p-m. The reception is open to the public and is
sponsored by the Women's Service League.
Talent Show

Children in all grade levels at Alafia El-
ementary School will entertain parents and
guests at the annual Talent Show on Friday,
March 22, at 7 p.m. Residents of Bloomingdale
are also welcomed to attend. The event is
sponsored by the Alafia Student Council.
Easter Visit Benefits Sick Children

Mrs. Easter Bunny will visit children at
Eckerd Drugs in Bloomingdale Square between
1 and 6 p.m. on Saturday, April 6, for charity.

JanetKoszty, manager of the store’s Eckerd
Express Photo Departiment, said photographs
will be taken of children with Mrs. Bunny for $2
each.

Proceeds willbe donated to the Children’s
Miracle Network .

( YOU'RE IN GOOD HANDS WITH \

Allstate

We Sell Homeowners and
Automobile Insurance,
Regardless of Driving Record
or Prior Claims.

STEVE BRIGGS

DON BUA v
681-5303 611 E. Bloomingdale Ave.,  681-5303
(Next to Bloomingdale Square)

\ Allstate Insurance Co. and Allstate Life Insurance Y,

Begins
HUNTINGTON Sunday,
%%%%IEIII{SIG 681-1500 March 17th
Your child can learn.

Why do smart kids fail?

% Your child may be smarter than his or her grades show.
& Our certified teachers help children of all ages overcome
~ frustration and failure, and realize their potential.

A few hours a week can help your child improve weak
study skills and gain the Educational Edge.

. Our testing pinpoints problems and we
tutor in reading, phonics, study skills, math
and SAT/ACT prep to help students in all
grades do better in school.

Call us and let us help your child
break the failure chain.

Brandon

SAT Prep
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P_ﬂmqr! ‘ W_hO"S That
Hopping Down

Prep. The Bunny Trail?

Quality Leurmng Envnronmenfs

It's a Primary Prepster!
Springtime makes us think of
flowers, chirping birds, and our
annual parade and egg hunt!

Stop by and see all we have
to offer our children all year 'round.
You'll see how we keep our little
bunnies hopping!

ARAARARARAARAARAAAAAARARARKAR

' AARAREAARAARAAAAAAGAACARRRAAS

Hours 7 am to 6 pm

Bloomingdale Avenua |

Ball Shoals

Brandon Academy
PRIVATE SCHOOL

FULLY ACCREDITED BY
THE FLORIDA COUNCIL OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
AND
FLORIDA KINDERGARTEN COUNCIL

Academic Excellence For Over 25 Years

» Kindergarten Through Eighth Grade
» Small Classroom Enwronment

e Extra Curricular Activities

« Before and After School Care

Now Accepting Applications for Testing
April 27, 1996

801 Limona Road ¢ Brandon, FL. 33510

689-1952

Teresa (Terry) Curry-Administrator

— MAIN OFFICE - For Information - 654-2323 |

APOLLO BEACH - 220 APOLLO BEACH BLVD.......ooeeee oo eveeseseesssas 645-1499
BLOOMINGDALE - ROYAL OAKS SHOPPING CTR - LITHIA PINECREST RD.......
BLOOMINGDALE - 3509 BELL SHOALS RD.(JUST S. OF BLOOMINGDALE AVE)................ 654-9292
BRANDON - OAK PARK PLAZA - 717 W. LUMSDEN RD

NEW PORT RICHEY - CHELSEA PLACE 1420 SEVEN SPRINGS RD
NORTH BRANDON - KINGSWAY PLAZA - 1213 KINGSWAY AVE........................... 6534535
SEFFNER. - NORTH GROVE PLAZA - 1515 Parsons Ave., S...........ccocoveovveeunenn... 684-5897
VALRICO - VALRICO SQUARE - 1985 E.BRANDON BLVD

VALID ON INCOMING ORDERS ONLY, LIMIT 10.
I ¢ BLOUSES, POLO & BOXED SHIRTS EXTRA I
Valid only with coupon.
i Not valid with other coupons or on sale items. |
each COUPON EXPIRES 4-10-96
L 1 — — — — — — — — — — — L] A3 —— — == J
i »%W‘H ANY DRY CLEANING ORDER
OF $25 OR MORE
I $ \ 0 ON INCOMING ORDERS ONLY |
I Valid only with coupon.

Not valid with other coupons or on sale items. ]

OFF - COUPON EXPIRES 4-10-96 .
L m—— ri=. — s R — === — e —-— == — — — — - J
r _ : I. ". _ -_— : — L] — —.— — = — L | L) ==y = 1
[P e, KU ANY DRY CLEANING ORDER |

e OF $15 OR MORE
I $ ON INCOMING ORDERS ONLY |
| Valid onlywith coupon.

I Not valid with other coupons or on sale items. ]

|_ OFF COUPON EXPIRES 4-10-96
e —_— = 3 L] - =01 - _ — = = — = — L} L J

f MANK TOUCH . NAJIK TOUCH
' Esonesome, u Y- MR ’
I2 % COMF%E?I’SEHSFBLANKETS 2 0% ALTERATIONS l
VALID ON INCOMING ORDERS ONLY. VALID ON INCOMNG ORDERSONLY. |
‘alid only with coupon. with coupon.
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4/2, 2,300 sq. ft., 2+ car garage, cul-de-sac,
trees, 3/4 acre lot, all the upgrades, 5 min. to

Tim Gross %7 685-7755

go[c{&:n fpgotog zaééy

“Okay, geniug, where's he
going to put the eqgs?”

Tim Golden 653-1337

ltinerant Image Maker
(Ask about our PTA Special)

Lithia
Lynx

Bike Rodeo A Success
by Ron Pogorzelski -

More than 400 parents and children attended a bike
and skate rodeo at Lithia Springs Elementary last month.
Kids dodged obstacles on a hazard course while parents
and . volunteers judged their skills. At various stations
students worked with volunteers to learn about moving
hazards, simulated potholes, signs, cars and bushes.

They were taught balancing exercises and steering by
pedalling slowly with the winner being the last person to
cross the finish line without touching the ground.

Nineteen area businesses and organizations partici-
patedin the event sponsored by the Lithia Springs PTA and
Arvida River Hills.

The nearly 200 children bikers and skaters registered
and had their equipment go through a 41 point checklist to
make sure everything was safe. ]

Helmets were required. Loaners were made available
for those without. The emphasis on safety wasn’t dull,
however, as children ran a gauntlet of tests and exercises.

Free snacks and drawings for prizes added to the
festive day that ended with a bike ride or skate from the
school to the River Hills clubhouse and return.

Participants in Lithia Springs bike and skate ro-
deo listen to instructions before maneuvering
one of the many obstacle courses manned by
parent volunteers.

Today (March 9) Lithia Springs will hold a parent
workshop/mini-conference from 8:30 to noon on “Teach-
ing and learning Connection”. The workshop has six
different sessions that can help parents bridge the gap
between what they leamed in school and what their chil-
dren are learning today.

The sessions include Preparing young authors, Lit-
erature, Who’s Afraid of Math, Creative thinking, What’s
Happening to Your Education Dollars, and How Children
are Learning Conflict Resolution in Solving Problems.

Fifteen Lithia Springs teachers and Dr. Michael
Bookman (educational dollars) will conduct the sessions.

Gator i
ok-——';g;
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Alafia Sets Book Fair

by Ruthe Brunson

This week is Book Fair at Alafia. Parents can visit the
book fairin the media center before and after schooland on
Thursday, March 14 until 7 p.m. Then parents and children
can enjoy Family Fun Night sponsored by the PTA.

Last week students participated in the National PTA
Alcohol and Other Drug Awareness Week. Each day had
a special theme. For example, one day students wore their
clothes backwards for “turn your back on drugs,” and on
another day children re-

Ken Frankuin Homes

a division of Franklin Development Corporation

ceived Hershey’s Hugs
candy for the “Hugs not
Drugs’ message.

- Third graders from
Alafia’s Chorus performed
at Cracker Country during

Parade of Home Awards:
Winner of 1995 B.A.G.T. Grand Prize Award
Best Custom Home Design $450,000 and up

Winner of 1995 B.A.G.T. Merit Award

Best Custom Home from $250,000 to $350,000

If you liked Cinnamon Trace, Country Gate, Fox Run

the recent Florida State
Fair. They sang and played
games similar to those of
childreninthe mid-1800’s.
The children also dressed
in clothing from that pe-
riod in Florida history.

" Mrs. Shaw said the

Mr. Goldentyre teaches Alafia youngsters the
strateqy of chess playing.

lessons with each song they learned. Parents made the
children’s outfits including knickers for some of the boys
and petticoats and bonnets for the girls. :

“In order to perform in Cracker Country, everything
must be areplica of that period in history,” Mrs. Shaw said.

The 43-member fifth grade chorus also performed at
the Fair. The presented a program of American folk songs
at the Performing Arts Dome .

Children at Alafia celebrated Valentine’s Day with a

heart smart walk-a-thon. Pledges collected went to benefit
the physical education program. A class from the primary
andintermediate levels toraise the most money based on the
number of students in the classes will receive aparty. Pledge
money was still being turned in at press time so a winner had
not yet been announced.
Chess Club: Alafia has begun a chess club. Itis open to all
students at the school. Experience is not necessary. Joel
Goldentyer, a parent volunteer, is the club’s sponsor, and
Mrs. Shaw is the faculty sponsor. The club meets every
Tuesday after school for an hour, '

Response so far has been enthusiastic, said Goldentyer,
who believes chess helps children think logically and the
lessons learned include thinking besore acting and there are

and Cimmaron Run, you'll love s Slanils;;lgs flrofn
. an agricultural lifestyle in
Cambrldge Cove Florida that was foreign to
16 Lakefront lots them, so they had history
62 Wooded Lots

Within A Gate Enclosed Community
Overlooking Bloomingdale Golfers Club
Bloomingdale High School

Burns Junior High School
Alafia Elementary School

No one else can provide you with all these amenities.

SPORTS MEDICINE
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY

consequences for wrong
moves, as in life.
Coming Up:

Children will enjoy
Field Days at the school
BRANDON March 21 and 22. It’s just
ORTHOPEDIC fhe beginmigafama fled
a) ( ASSOCIATES two days. On Friflay the
7 o e / 22nd, the student council
\ will sponsorits annual Tal-
"““.“.“"."::3 Laser » Arthroscopic Surgery ent Show. Refreshments
Hip & Knee Joint Replacements are being provided by the
Knee « Hand » Foot » Back Surgery PTA.Parents andresidents
Mini-Incision Carpal Tunnel Release areinvited toattend Friday
Sports Medicine evening at 7.
Residents who waould

preferred plans.

Homesites will start in the forties and may be temporarily reserved with a
fully refundabie five hundred dollar deposit.

Realtors oratefnllv welcomed.

== "‘W —
Another KEN FRANKLIN HOMES Community

An clegant blend of staiely custom residences and well-detailed

John D. Okun, M.D.
Board Certified

Robert J. Maddalon, M.D.,M.S.
Board Certified

Lance T. Sisco, M.D.
Board Certified

684-3707

like to volunteer at Alafia
are invited to a coffee
March 21 at 8:30 a.m. in
the school cafeteria.
Parents who are inter-
estedin serving onthe PTA
board next school year are
asked to contact Suzie
Wiesenhart at 654-1123.
The nominating commit-




8 - SCHOOL NEWS

Auction Rewards Students
Special to The Gazette

Gifted and advanced 8th graders at Burns participated
in a Bear Bucks auction on Feb. 23: The students are
members of the Kodiak Clan, a pilot program to prepare
students and teachers for the middle school concept of
education,

Bear Bucks s part of a positive reward discipline plan
where students acquire the play money for being properly
prepared for class, getting high quiz and test grades, good
conduct and performing friendly tasks for others. By the
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same token, students must relinquish the bear bucks by
being unprepared, needing locker passes, and unaccept-
able behavior. The teachers involved said the program has
helped to motivate the students on their team.

During the auction students bid on donated items such °

asgiftcertificates, trinkets, candy and school supplies. The
hottest bidding went for homework and test “passes” and
a “Geke” button picturing a favorite teacher.

Students -at Burns Junior High were named to the
principal’s honor roll for attaining straight A’s for the
second grading period.

They are 8th graders Kendra Andrews, Erika Barry,
Monica Belford, Jeneen Bellizzi, Elizabeth Darby,
Andrew Emery, Kelly Evans, Lisa Fairchild, Jason
Goodman, Catrine Grady, Laura Hammett, Jessica
Higgins, Allison Kibler, Andrew Kuo, Colleen Ladner;

also Meghan McMahon, Nathan Morrow, Kevin
O'Halloran, Christie Pollock, Allison Remley, Mary
Rhey,Marie Selko, Kevin Smithers, Ashlee Stahl, Vicki
Weyrauch, and Alphonse Wichrowski. \

Ninth graders are Matthew Bryington, Jennifer Dean,

Cadets Sponsor Drill Meet

ROTC units from across Florida gathered at Charlie
Harris Stadium at Bloomingdale High on Feb. 17 for the
firstannual Gulf Coast Invitational Drill Meet. The top three
units earned the right to compete in the Florida State Drill-

10th graders, nine 11th graders and eleven 12th graders.

The 10th graders to make straight A’s are Beth Bauer,
James Duvall, Fabian Fernandez, Meagan Galinger,
Chris Gatlyn, Helena Sorensen, Tiffany Tharpe and
Vivian Ryan.

The 11the graders are David Banks, Peter Belford,
Angela Covington, Caroline Dillingham, Peter Galgay,
Josh Latham, Elizabeth Menietti, Christine Nichols and
Diane Standaert.

Seniors who eamed the principal’s honor roll are
Christy Barnes, Brian Bennett, Patricia Berry, Wendy
Brown, Roman Gorelik, Lindsay Groover, Kimberly
Hunter, Ryan Kangas, Lori Kensel, Brian Okay and
Preston Whitt.

Jose Gonzalez, Joy Griffin, Jennifer Hopkins, Christo-
pher Kidder, Shih-Shan Lang, Jennifer Leman, Chris-
topher Marshall, Paul Michalak, Christine Norwood,
Scott Sandoval, David Taylor, Krista Umbarger and
Eenjamin Valentine.

FRANKLIN CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY

Christian Education
You Can
Count On/!

» Affordable Christian Education

» Low Student/Teacher Ratio

* Dedicated, Highly Qualified Staff

e Secure, Modern Facilities

* Large, Well-equipped Playground

» After School Care Available

* Computer Classes

* FREE Month's Tuition, Call For Details!

*Preschool, ages 3 & 4

b
» Kindergarten
*Grades 1 through 7
HURRY!
Limited Spaces Available
Member Of National Christian Education Association
2908 Bell Shoals Rd., Brandon, FL 33511

Conveniently Located Within The Bell Shoals Church Of Christ Building

654-2969

Administrator: Orum L. Trone, Jr.

Off in April.

" Bloomingdale, as sponsors of the event, did not com-
pete. Among the 16 'schools participating 37 individual
awards were given and the overall winners were Hialeah,
1st place; EauGallie, 2nd; and Ocala Forest, 3rd.

Color Guard and Drill Teams competed in three cat-
egories - Inspection, Regulation, and Exhibition.

“It went very well,” said ROTC member, Cadet Major
Kathy Bullard. “About the only thing that went wrong is that
it was very cold.

“It was a good opportunity for young cadets to hold
leadership positions. It was entirely student run.”

Bloomingdale, which competed at Vero Beach, earlier
this year, placed 2nd in Drill Team Commanders and was
4th overall in Regulation. They have since competed at
EauGallie and on March 16 will travel to the Satellite Drill
Meet in Satellite Beach.

All this competition is good practice and gives

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

654-1313

"Let Us Color Your World"

! BONDED - LICENSED - INSURE‘D LICENSE # HILLSBOROUGH-45I06, PASCO 08456

FREE
ESTIMATES

Bloomingdale achanceto see the other schools’ units before
the state meet April 20 at Patrick Air Force Base. Last year,
Bloomingdale took second place overall in Regulation.
Top Grades

Students named Yo the principal’s honor roll for the
second grading period at Bloomingdale High include eight

In Need of
Counsel?
Going

Through

B o A WIS M. { Board Corifed baarnal Mockin
n. MHTU&GHWMMThumHFHH

THE PATIENT & ANY OTAER PERSOM RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIONT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION,
OR TREATMENT WHICH IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 NOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT.

‘a Divorce:

Make sure you know y@ﬁ

under Florida law cong
domestic problen

CURRY & ASSOCIA

"FAMILY LAW:
DIVORCE
CUSTODY
ADOPTION
MODIFICATION
& SUPPORT
ENFORCEMENT

La Viva Professional Center
750 W. Lumsden<Brandon

NTnadl A Cé4hlh= MM DO DA
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Chad Welcomes Teens,
Youngs Adults To His World

by Rozel Sciulli )

Chad Prestridge has a hang-out. It’s a
world he created with the help of his
stepfather Ken Brown, and it’s a world he
hopes kids in the Bloomingdale area will
come (0 enjoy as much as he does.

Chad’s World is an entertainment
center for teens and young adults on Bell
Shoals next door to Beef O’Brady’s.
Prestridge has filled the center will all his
favorite games including pool tables,
electronic dart boards, fooseball tables,
air hockey, and video arcades. There’s

-alsoasnack barand a juke box in the room
decorated with James Dean, Marilyn
Monroe and Humphrey Bogart framed
posters.

Kids will know Chad; he’s the one
playing pool from a different level.

Chadisaquadriplegic, paralyzed from
the chest down. The 6-foot-3 former col-
lege football prospect sees his world from
a different perspective since a diving ac-
cident 10 years ago.

“It’s the only life I have,” he said, “I
may as well make it worthwhile.”

Chaddeveloped an interestin arcades
when he was a student at Memphis State
University where he earned a_ Masters
Degree in accounting last May.

One of his friends inMemphis worked
in an arcade and Chad said he hung out
there. He and his friend had planned to
open an arcade together someday.

At25,Chad has attendants who assist
him twice a day, but he doesn’t give in to

his disability. He drives a customized van
and is still involved in sports. He sponsors
as well as coaches a team at Bloomingdale
Little League. S

When Chad moved to Fox Run to live
with his mother and stepfather it was ap-
parent youngsters in Bloomingdale had
nowhere but shopping center parking Iots
to hang out.

“I have a daughter who’s a senior at
Bloomingdale,” Brown said. “There’s no
place for kids to hang out. We saw a need
and Chad had the interest.”

Brown, a retired United States Air
Force Colonel, said the military bases had
youth activities centers that were safe, se-
cure places for kids to have fun.

Chad’s World is fashioned after such
an activity center. There is constant adult
supervision and even a closed circuit tele-
vision that monitors the game areas.
Smoking is prohibited, although the adults
who attend, do go outside to smoke.

Brown said parents who patronize Beef
O’Brady’s sports eatery next door, enjoy
being able to drop the kids off at Chad’s
World.

The center, which appeals to ages 12-
24, has caught on for weekend fun, but
Chad hopes kids will attend after school
and that it will become a popular place for
team gatherings and birthday parties.

Chad’s World is open 2 to 11 p.m.
Sunday through Thursday, 2 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Fridays and 10 a.m. to 2 a.m. Saturdays.

g B
MTEIEAE.

X WEDDINGS % BIRTHDAYS % BANQUETS
* CORPORATE FUNCTIONS % ANNIVERSARIES
AGOLF AND TENNIS OUTINGS

=" RIVER HILLS

Call 653-1554

Dnnnn-...d-:n_-_ ——

Counzry Ciiclh o -

, Ext. 39 For

Sport

Members of the Brandon Running
Association, which include many
Bloomingdale residents, are gearing up
for the O"Charley’s Shamrock Classic on
March 17 at Sabal Park. This is one of
three major races of the association,

Registration is open for the Sk, 10k
and one-mile fun run. The fee is $12 in

Spots

P

advance or $15 on race day. Entry fees
can be mailed to the Brandon Running
Association, P.O. Box 1564, Brandon
33511, ;

Last year more than 300 runners
participated in the St. Patrick’s Day race.
For information call Jesse Sarmiento at
671-6148.

OBSTETRICS,
GYNECOLOGY
& INTERTILITY

MOHAMED 1. ABDEL-AZIZ M.,
Board Certified mObstetries & Gynecology

721 W. Robertson » Suite 106
Buckingham Place
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Analyéis of Bloomingdale’s
Single Family Re-Sale Homes

by Michael Davis _ :
This neighborhood analysis includes data taken from the Multiple

Listing Service and is believed to be accurate but is not guaranteed. Itis
for the calendar year 1995.

Calendar year 1995

Business
Notes

My Kids Closet

Roberta Rochester had found such
good buys working for another consign-
ment store in Brandon that she decided to
go into business for herself.

My Kids Closet opened Monday in
the Royal Oaks of Bloomingdale. It spe-
cializesin quality, cleanconsignmentitems
for children from infants to elementary.

Rochester already has a good supply
of brand name children’s furniture, acces-

Russell whentheyreceived trees as partof
Arbor Day celebrations. The childrenalso
hadlessonson the importance of trees and
why they are crucial for the survival of the
planet.

“These trees are part of our Five-Star
Service Trees for Life Program,” Russell
said. “By planting them at home, children
can add to the environment and watch the
trees grow as they get older. We want

sories, toys,and clothing. But, she said, she them to plant a tree and reap a harvest.” >
looks for area residents to bring in their Russell donated the trees to the stu-
quality consignments. dents of teachers Alice Sperandeo, Deloris

Store hoursare 10to S Monday through Nelson and Kit O”’Rourke. The children
Wednesday; 10-7, Thursday and Friday; alsoreceived brochuresoncaring for trees.

* and 10-5 on Saturdays. Coldwell Banker News

Busy Month for Russell More than 100real estate profession-

Realtor Luana Russell, a top East als from Coldwell Banker West Central
Hillsborough County home sales profes- Flcrida operations join about 7,000 of the
sional with Sun CoveRealty, Inc.,hasbeen company’s sales associates and employ-
recognized as the Top Closing Sales As- eesfrom across North Americalastmonth
sociate in the Brandon office for January. as they celebrated the 90th anniversary of

To date, the Bloomingdale resident, the company in San Francisco, the city in
has moved more than 1,000 families which it was founded. )
through her 5-Star Real Estate Program. Among the area’s 100 professionals

Alafia Elementary School benefited were Bloomingdale area residents Mary
from a program of a different kind from Odum and Frank and Rebecca St. Pierre.

Law Office of
Anthony W. Campisano
Member of Florida and Pennsylvania Bars
D/

Free initial consultation in our offices or your home
(including evenings and weekends by appointment)

' ~ 653-3399

116 Lithia Pinecrest Road, Suite 100 « Brandon, FIorida 33511

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements.
S Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience.

Total Sold 241 | High cost Per Sq. Ft. $91.70

High Sale Price $550,000 | Low cost Per Sq. Ft. $39.20

Low Sale Price $67,900 | Median Cost Per Sq. Ft. $57.40

Median Sale Price $102,500 | Median Age 1986
Median Home Size 1,958

Number of Units Sold Median Days Median
by Price Range To Close Home Size

Under $70,000 1

$70,000 - $100,000 105 89 1,146

$100,000 - $150,000 99 91 2,132

$150,000 - $200;000 26 | 113 2,665

$200,000 - $250,000 7 | 210 3,080

$250,000 - $300,000 1 | 322 3,820

Over $300,000 2 93 4,800

Rockies:  Girls fast pitch softball, 12 & under,

traveling team. Looking for advanced players.
Contact Jim Urbanik at 677-3820

SMILE WRIGHT
653-1455
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Cosmetic and General Dentistry
« Porcelain Veneers -« Bleaching
« Cosmetic Bonding * Crown & Bridge |
All performed in a safe,
comfortable, gentle setting.

Diane Wright, D.M.D.
Evening Hours by Appointment

BEAUTIFUL SMILES!

710 Oakfield Drive, Suite 251
Rrandan Fl A3K11

Mail Boxes Etc: is
The Post Office -
Alternative®

Al MALL
Ll SERVICE

|-’

A e T,

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY
SINCE
1987!!

2ad )
We honor all competitor’s coupons! Owner

Sue Harbridge

OPEN SUNDAY! Hours: M-F 8-7, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-4

- Bloomingdale Square
@ MAILBOXESETC”
689-4998

Bell Shoals at Bloomingdale
Big or Small, We Ship It ALL WESTERN| | MONEY

Wal Mart & Publix Center
[. o j E m‘“@cam E:-] m‘ ﬂ“ﬂ
i @ = e .. _-ﬂ : " The fastest way to send money”
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DOUBLE, from page 1
participation in track.

“I think it’s good because it won't be as crowded and we get
out of school earlier. It’11 be hard at first, but we'll get used toit.”

A question many students are asking, and that many parents
asked atthemeeting, dealt with the arrangements that will be made
for outside extracurricular activities. Stelter said students involved
in varsity or school-related activities may be granted a change in
schedule, but most other requests will probably be denied.

This could make Austin Jones’ schedule a litfle more hectic
than it already is. In addition to getting acclimated to a freshman’s
schedule, Jones will be trying to squeeze in basketball practice and
guitar lessons.

“I don’t like not getting home till six-something,” he said.
“I’m barely home in time as itis.I'll probably do my homework in
the mornings. And I might have to switch some things around.”

Larry Jones, Austin’s father, expressed much of the same
concems.

“I definitely have some misgivings. They are doing the best
they can, butit’s obviously not the ideal situation. It's an inconve-
nience for all involved.”

Larry Jones wonders what accommodations will be made for
studentsinmusic, church or other activities or whether the students
will have to quit these outside opportunities for enrichment.

‘While Jones worries aboutnot having enough time for certain
activities, his father worries that there may be too much time for
others.

BHA Meeting

The monthly meeting of the Bloomingdale Homeowners’
Association will be Tuesday, March 12, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Community Office, Royal Oaks of Bloomingdale Plaza. This
month’s meeting will consist of election of board officers.
Homeowner concems and issues are always welcomed. The
meeting is open to all dues-paying members and all newcomers
are invited to attend.
STD Meeting

The monthly meeting of the Bloomingdale Special Taxing
District trustees will be Monday, March 11, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Community Office, 3244 Lithia Pinecrest, Royal Oaks of
Bloomingdale Plaza. The meeting is open to all Bloomingdale
homeowners.
Public Hearing

The Hillsborough School Board will hold a public hearing
March 12 at 7 p.m. in the school administrative center, downtown

MALL, from page 1

There's one sure way to
get your money fast!

Rapid

gRefund

Electronic filing

Fast.
Easy.
Certain.

Because it's
your money.

EXECUTIVE
TAX SERVICE

879 East Bloomingdale Avenue
Brandon, FL 33511 (813)681-9379

shift toward the mall area.”
. Englander said merchants who opened secondary stores in
the mall area “cannibalized their own sales.”

Just when the mall opened one year ago, Feb. 14, road
construction to widen Bloomingdale between John Moore and
Bell Shoals began. Square customers have battled heavy equip-
ment, traffic detours, and single lane highways to get to their
favorite shopping spots.

“Ididn’t want to considerrenewing my lease because of the
road construction,” Giorggi said. “People would rather drive to
the mall than fight the traffic in front of Bloomingdale.”

Bloomingdale Square, which Englandersaidis at 94 percent
occupancy, above the county average of 91%, has been in high
demand in the past from retailers seeking space. He said he
receives at least 20 calls a week from prospective tenants, many
of whom have service oriented businesses.

Sue Harbridge of Mail Boxes, Etc., said it's the service
oriented businesses that are still enjoying success at the Square.

I can’t attribute any influence one way or the other to the
mall. We’re not going head to head with retail, but there’s no
doubtretail has been hurt by the mall. How does alittle bookstore
compete with a Barnes and Noble?”

Harbridge said the only time she noticed a drop in business
was when road construction placed heavy equipment in front of
the Square.

Randy Cunningham, a Bloomingdale resident who owns

Tampa, to receive community input on the selection process for
Superintendent of Schools. Interested residents of the county are
invited to offer suggestions on what qualifications and personal
characteristics the new Superintendent should possess.

Board members will also seek inputon whatcitizens feel are
the most pressing school district issues and challenges to face a
new superintendent.
Book Fair at Alafia

This week is Book Fair at Alafia. Parents can visit the book
fair in the media center before and after school and on Thursday,
March 14 until 7 p.m. Then parents and childrencan enjoy Family
Fun Night sponsored by the PTA.
Artfest Entries Sought

The Brandon League of Fine Arts is seeking entries to its
Spring Artfest at Regency Square on April 20. Fine artists are

.invited to submit applications to exhibit their work as apart of the

juried show and sale. Cash awards will be provided for first
through third places in five categories including Oil and Acrylic,
Watercolor, Three-dimensional Art, Original Designed Crafts
and OpenMedia. Cash awards also will be given for Bestof Show
and Most Realistic Art.

Applications may be obtained by writing to the League at
P.O. Box 451, Brandon, FL 33509.

\Class/feds

FOUND: Angela Reiser and

Pair of man's glasses Kimberly Reiser, 684-

found in Bloomingdale. - 6006

Call the Community Erin and Beth

Office at 681-2051. Schlossnagle, 650-0453

FOUND: Avon Representatives:

Cockatiel, call 684-5796. Ruth Calandro, 689-
0212

LOST:

Cockatiel, cinnamon Mary Kay Consultant:

color, very missed. Call Barbara Borchers,

684-5796 653-2509

WANTED: Magician:

DAYCARE: Magic by Rio

Christian mom with home  Parties for children 5-10

day care has an opening years of age, magic and

for infant to 4 yr. old. fun! Call 689-2087.

Bloomingdale West area.

Art Classes:
Drawing, colored pencil
or pastel classes, ages 14

$85./wk.. Call Mrs.
Johnson at 654-6226.

Bloomingdale Square Liquors said his business has been picking L,ESSONS : Dl
up. , Piano and flute lessons ROCKIES

“Actually it’s getting better. Lhaven’t been impacted by the 16 g teaching Girls £ 5
mall. Ours is a neighborhood purchase. People are looking for experience. $15 per hour, irls fast pitch so.ftball,
convenience as long as pricing is right. We're still going stong  in my home, day or 12 & under I_Iavelmg
and catering to the up scale needs of Bloomingdale residents.” evenings. Sharon Stout, team. Looking for

Bealls president Conrad Szymanski said the Bloomingdale  §84-2027. advanced players.
store was in the top 5% of the 62-store Florida chain before the Contact Jim Urbanik at
mall opened. “Anytime you have that much new square footage 677-3820.
added to the market, there will be an impact,” he said. _XEE{DENTS Ll To place a

“We are starting to show a nice recovery. Last fall was a Bab - p =k
tough retail cycle for everyone. Now we’re in the healing <! y§|ﬂers classified ad
stage.” Dustin Braswell, 689-

8555 call 681-2051.
—_

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME

SAVE MONEY

24 HOURS - 7 DAYS
PLUMBING SERVICE

Plumbing Co.
=ASTSERVICF

“Aiways A Truck In Your Nelghborhood”
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT COMPETITIVE i
PRICES... pens

« Better, Cleaner, Faster < High Pressure
+ Sewer & Drain Cleaning Sewer Jetting/
« Ultrasonic Leak Detection  Video Taping

* Repl| lists ¢ Backflow
. AII P rnb?‘mlél Preventers Installed,
Tested & Repaired

. Sarne Day Water!-iea:er
RepairfReplacement _

ULTRASONIC LEAK DETECTION

State Certified Plumbing Contracior #CFC0O32591 .
ﬁ Licensed
- - LD s Bonded

« Lift Stations 1/2Through 25 H.P.

ROBERT MORRIS
C.PA., PA.

"Professional
Accounting &
Tax Service"”

« TAX SERVICE
+ BOOKKEEPING
« MANAGEMENT SERVICES
« ELECTRONIC FILING
DIRECTLY TO IRS
- DAY & EVENING
APPOINTMENTS

WITH OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE

3302 BELL SHOALS

poels Dl |F DAY |

A COUNTRY CAT HOUSE
Rates $6.00-$8.50 per day

€¢e our new

& improved

Cattery! Let us pamper & care for your

Iamnly‘s cat. We have everything cats

ove

«Large units with huge windows

overlooking gardens (for lizard, bird

.& squirrel watching).

-Aquarium views-3 level treehouses.

*Soft music, daily playtime, 24 hr.
attendants.

Come see our beautiful hotel before

making your cat's care arrangements.

Its worth you peace of mind.

M-F 9-5 Sat.9-3 Closed Sun.
Call for a tour or brochure
15501 Boyette Road

(813) 654-2287 (654-CATS)

T N RO

WALL COVERING
SALE!

FLORIDA PAINT CENTERS, INC.

"Your Computerized Color Center”

Select Patterns

23 O 3 3 % 5 & o 3
5

Sale Ends March 29th
SUNWALL
COVERINGS
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302 W. Robertson
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You Have A Family Physician. And A Family Dentist.

Think Of Michael Davis As Your Family Realtor.

Ynu know the old saying: “When you have your health, you have everything.” Probably a wiser saying has never been uttered.
And to help you maintain your health, you carefully select trusted and respected doctors and dentists—health professionals
who are familiar with your unique needs.

Michael Has The Right Prescription
As one of the area’s leading real estate professionals, Michael Davis understands what a critically important time it is for

A Critical Decision

684-8881 e:nm)
REMIX

" Realty Unlimited
% / Each office independently
owned & operated.

o~

2 Ave,

Call Michael Davis today for your FREE copy of
29 Critical Questions To Ask A Realtor Before You List. 2oy

you when you buy or sell the single most largest investment you will make in your life—your home. There are
decisions to be made that will affect your financial well-being, for many years to come. It is a time where
you have to rely on the advice and direction of a qualified real estate professional.

Michael would like to help you and your family during this critical time. He is one of the area’s
most successful and respected Realtors.® He can bring to your transaction years of experience
and knowledge. And as your neighbor, he brings an intimate understanding of your commu-

nity, its character, its values and ethics. But Michael also understands that like selecting a

family doctor or dentist, choosing a real estate professional is an important and very personal
decision. You owe it to yourself to take the time and interview several agents before you
decide. To help you in making a sound decision, Michael would like to send you, free of charge,

a special report entitled: 29 Critical Questions To Ask A Realtor® Before You List. This

informative report provides you with a list of questions designed to help you make sure you are

choosing the very best professional to handle your very important move. Simply call Michael and
ask for your free copy. You don’t need to feel obligated to using Michael’s services in any way. He
just hopes the information can help you, his neighbor, in an important choice you have to
make. And, of course, Michael would love to be your family Realtor!®

Because Your Family Matters Most

AUTO-HOMEOWNERS*MOBILE HOMES-BUSINESS
BOATSsMOTORCYCLES

CHARLIE LIVINGSTON

FULL SERVICE INSURANCE AGENCY

210 C South Kings Ave. 12002 Martin Luther King Blvd.

Brandon, FL 33511 Seffner, FL 33584
684-1023 689-9128

4CMARY KAY,

Barbara Borchers
Independent Skin Care Consuitant

4111 Quail Briar Dr,
Valrico, FL 33594
813-653-2509 or
1-800-755-4850

Pastcts
Charcoal
Colored Penel...
Fine Portraits
by June Oros
Call to review portfolio

689-2087

The Bloomingdale Basette

681-2051

call for advenrisina rates

SATURN OF BRANDON

JIM HARBRIDGE

SALES CONSULTANT

New & Used Cars
Lease or Purchase

620-0069
854-8082

Causeway Blvd. at the Mall

For Advertising
lformation
Call.

6871-2057
Family Hair Care
28

M. Wetly's
Barber & Styling Salon

From Perms to Side Burns
And Every Style In Between

Open Tues., Wed., & Fri., 9am-6pm
Thurs., 9am-7pm
Sat. 9am-4pm

685-3361

Erindale Plaza
3634 Lithia Pinecres.t Rqa_d

VAUGHN ALl

PRESIDENT AND
GENERAL MANAGER

3650 Lithia Pinecrest Road
Valrico, FL 33594

Phone: (813) 654-9097
Fax: (813) 654-9310

Lawn & Garden Equipment  Generators Compressors
Power Tools Chain Saws Pressure Washers
Tile Cutters Rug Cleaners Ladders

Plumbing Tools Office Equipment  Plus much more...

WE ALSO SELL & SERVICE SNAPPER, ECHO AND BRIGGS

i; Richard E. Rogovin, D.C., P.A.

CHIROPRACTOR

111 N. Valrico Rd., Suite G
Valrico, Florida 33594
Telephone: (813) 689-6359

1 BLOCK NORTH OF STATE RD. 60 ON VALRICORD.

'ﬁ_

GRACE C. LEWIS, CPA

Tax & Accounting Services

(813) 681-4548
FAX 684-1608

3905 Kristin Place
Valrico, FL 33594

COMMERCIAL

"Let Us Color Your Woild"
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