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BE A FRIEND

Show your support
for the Bloomingdale
Regional Library by
becoming-a Friend of
the Library.

PAGE 12

APPLY TO WIN

The BHA will accept
applications for the B.
Stelter Bloomingdale
Community Scholarship
through April 5.
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N, 7

BOARD SEAT

One seat is open on the
Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District board of
trustees.

PAGE 17
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County Commissioner Al Higginbotham, on a Feb. 23 bus tour, takes note of civic concerns relayed by Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association president Ted Grable, at right, and, in the back, Bloomingdale board member Stan Lee; community office manager Derry

‘Wilson; special taxing district trustee Joe Liguori; board member Lydia Harrod; and property manager Al Devney. See Story, page 6.
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‘Bloomingdale's Relay For Life Kicks Off At
6 p.m., March 9 At Bloomingdale High School
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| 1540 Bloomingdale, Valrico, Florida 33594 (Next Door to Bloomingdale H.S.}

MARCH 2007 ¢ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE po

Dan Edwards
(813) 310-1982

Debbie Edwards
(813) 310-0226

i

Gary Raulerson

(813) 625-1261

Susan Nemitz
(813) 625-1261

Tom Jones
(813) TH4-4337

Barbara Roys
(813) 957-8110

VALRICO
Adorable 3BD/2BA/1CG. Brand new
dimensional roof, carpeting, and tile. Fresh
paint in & out. 24x15 screened lanai &
scenic backyard. Super location for
shopping and entertainment, highly
desirable schools. A commuter's dream!

$169,900

Calt Debbie Edwards
813-310-0226

RENTAL

RIVER HILLS
4BD/2.5 BA/2CG custom pool/spa home
with many elegant upgrades in a very
serene setting. Approx. 2,500 sq. ft.
Rent includes pool service.

$1,995/mo.

Cali Debbie Edwards
813-310-0226

CAN YOU
BELIEVE IT?

4 BR, 3.5 BA, 3CG, plus Office/Bonus Room
& Pool/Spa. 3700 sf of pure luxury. 42"

Cabinets, Granite counters, Crown molding,

5" Baseboards, Gas, Wood & Tile Floors.
Gated. Super Price

$769,500

Cali Debbie Edwards
813-310-0226

SO000 PRETTY!

4BR/3 BA/3CG. Office/Bonus & Pool/Spa.
Apx 3,500 sf of elegant living. Crown
Molding. 5” Baseboards, Granite
Counters, Wood Cabs w/Glass Inserts,
Wood & Tile Floors. Gas, Wooded Back
& No Rear Nelghbors.

ony $698,000

Call Debble Edwards
813-310-0226

Avalar Welcomes

TWIN LAKES
6 BED BEAUTY/3BA/3CG. Gated Pool
& Tennis community. Over 1/3AC
& Fabulous Backyard View.
One area handicap modified
+ &used as in-law suite.

$399,900
Call Debbie Edwards
813-310-0226

WELCOME HOME!
Spacious 4/2.5/Pool home
" on private cul-de-sac.
Gorgeous lot on apx half
acre has large shady oaks in
park-like setting. Beautiful brick
Fireplace in Family.

ony $235,000
Call Gary Raulerson
813-625-4038

LUXURY AT
UNBELIEVABLE PRICE!

4BR, 4BA, 3CG. Office/Bonus Rm & Pool/Spa.
3525 sf living space on
gorgeous wooded lot. Romantic Master Suite
w/Morning Room, Kitchen w/gas cooktop, B-I
wine rack & granite counters.
Gated & Super Location.

$658,000
Call Debbie
813-310-0226

WATERSLIDE,
BIKING TRAILS
& MORE!

Gorgeous 3BR, 2.5BA, 2CG, Study PLUS 1BR,
1BA detached Apartment. 42” Maple Cabinets
& Granite Counters. Excellent Schools, Shop-
ping &

Entertainment.

So much at a fabulous price.

$349,000
Call Susan Nemitz 813-625-1261
or visit wwwi.Susaniiemitz.com

% Iwo Neighborhiood Realtors
| P \ =

Over 80,000
R,]";"g Lv]is . Janice Sn"'bh'n .!‘ a ._ Maria Ge("garﬂs H()rnes O l]- Llne
A R (813) 928-991 (813) 484-7246

{’l“ Yo Hablo Espafiol - www.AvalarTampaBay.com
i_"‘ 4 ——

Martha Caicedo i m'rsannr:owm.l o

(813) 318-02206 Servipes
Hablo Espiiiol
Servicio en su
propio idioma

Transferred? Relocating? We Can Help!
Call Toll-Free For Information Concerning Real Estate Opportunities In All Areas.
Call Our Relocation Department 1-800-523-2460, ext, M840
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Classroom Expansion

David Borisenko, Hillsborough County School District man-

ager of planning and facilities siting, discusses during a public
meeting Feb. 15 at Bloomingdale High School plans to add a
12-classroom wing to the school. To meet state-mandated class-
size requirements, the district plans to build wing additions

at 39 public schools over the next year and a half. The expan-
sions will provide 780 additional classrooms. A new wing with
eight classrooms also is planned for Alafia Elementary School.
School officials are fast-tracking the project to meet the state’s
Dec. 1, 2008, class-size amendment compliance deadline. All 39
construction’projects must be completed before the start of the
2008-09 school year “We're scrambling to be sure we can meet
the requirements,” Borisenko said. For more on this story, log on
to www.bloomingdalegazette.com.

Sweet Turnout For Alafia
Valentine’s Day Dance

[ Students and

parents alike are LOOK FOR

LOCATION

By DAWN ZAMANIS

Correspondent

About 250 students at Alafia
'Elementary School's Cupid’s

TO NORTH

OUR SECOND

COMING SOON

Dance Feb. 16 participated in

games, dancing and a little flirty -

fun.

Principal Ellyn Smith was on
hand to supervise the dance.

" “This event is for our kids and
their families to get together and
have some fun,” she said. “We
planned it for the children, as a
fun event that they could enjoy
with their friends.”

The popular DJ for the eve-
ning, Josh, entertained the chil-
dren, from grades kindergarten
through fifth, with games and
activities. Prizes were given to
all the kids who participated,
including the official Alafia T-
shirt.

There were plenty of snacks
d treats available for grum-

ung tummies, including pep-
peroni pizza, popcorn and punch.
A photographer took photos of
the kids for an additional fee
and a raffle was also held.

The music was loud and
upbeat, and parents and teacher
alike got a big kick out of watch-
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Children and their parents
danced the night away Feb. 16
at Alafia Elementary School’s
Cupid's Dance.

ing their kids -- some dressed
to the nines -- dance the night
away. They even had a dance
contest where the students par-
t1c1pated in the “twist,” and they
weren't shy about it at all.

The patents had as much
fun as the kids. Many snapped
photos and took to the dance
floor to get a glimpse of their
child’s sweetheart - the one they
talk about all day after school.

All in all, Cupid’s Dance was
a huge success because it was
something parents and their
children enjoyed together.

And, Smith said, that was the
whole idea.
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BRANDON!

Rail-Road-Themed
Office and Exam Rooms

. Separate Well-Visit and
Sick-Visit Entrances

Courtesy Prenatal visits choose your
_Pediatriclan before your baby is bom

NADAL PEDIATRICS

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS
330 East Bloomingdale Ave. 376 East Bloomingdale Ave.

Brandon, Florida 33511
(813) 655-0292

8am-8pm Mon-Thurs
8am-5pm Fri

-Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P. :
Alicia Medrano Ong, M.D., FA.A.P.

RosalLinda P.Tiongco, A.R.N.P.

Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P.
Janet M. Buckiey, A.R.N.P.

Joyce I Young, A R N P

Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 681-7101
8am-5pm Mon-Fri

LO002037783-01.

Wwww.nadalpediatrics.com
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And The
Of The Year s ...

By LINDA CHION KENNEY

Ichion@mediageneral.com

The word “hate” came up often as eighth-
grader Melissa Quellett discussed her least-
favorite subjéct: math.

But her tone changed when she talked
about this year’s math class with Mr. Gibbs
at Burns Middle School.

“I hate math, and I was always bad with
math, until I had him, and now I get A%)”

_ Ouellett said.

So, too, does James Gibbs, the newly
named Hillsborough County Teacher of the
Year.

As Ouellett put it, “He just makes algebra
I easier to understand.”

Ouellett waited with her schoolmates on
Feb. 20 to welcome the late-arriving Gibbs.
The five-year public school veteran and
retired military officer had a great excuse for
being tardy -- he was being driven to school
in a stretch limousine, a perk he received
for being named top teacher in the nation’s
eighth-largest school district. The district
employs more than 15,000 teachers. -

Stepping out of the limousine, Gibbs was
greeted by the Burns Chamber Orchestra,

L v VU vt 1IN U A L E

Teacher

rh .

CONGRARS
T WAblles
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which played Handel's Hallelujah Chorus.
His boss, principal Brenda Nolte, observed
that “probably about 1,480” students were

lining the hallways of the two-story building
to clap-in Mr. Gibbs.

“He’s like the best teacher ever,” said sev-
enth-grader Jessica Desroches. “He doesn't
yell, he give us time to do our work and it’s
just fun (being in his class).”

“You Go Gibbs!” heralded one of many
banners hand-crafted .by Burns students.
Georgia Reese, one of Gibbs’ students, gave
high marks to the teacher.

See TEACHER, Page 5
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Your Inside Connections

BLOOMINGDALE HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION INC.

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
Phone: (813) 681-2051
Fax: (813) 684-2358

E-mail: bloomingdale.homeowners@verizon.net

Office hours: Monday through Thursday,

8 a.m. to noon

Meetings: first Monday each month, 7 p.m.
Web site: www.bloomingdalegazette.com
President: Ted Grable

BLOOMINGDALE SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICT

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594

Phone: (813) 684-6667

Fax: (813) 684-2358

E-mail: bloomingdale.district@verizon.net

Office hours: Monday through Thursday,

8 a.m. to noon

Meetings: second Monday each month, 7 p.m.
President: Thom Snelling

Vice president: Russell Jones; Treasurer: David West
Property manager: Al Devney; Trustees: Joe Harless;

Vice president: Joe Hickle; Treasurer: Pam Liguori
Directors: Lydia Harrod; Steve Heckel; George May;
Myron Magedanz; Stanley Lee; Dale Kahn; and
Shelia Harris

Joe Liguori

BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

THE BLOOMINGDALE
GAZETTE

- The official publication of the BHA since 1980

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
Ph: (813} 681-205T, Fax: (813) 684-2358
E-Mait: info@bloomingdalegazette.com
Website: www.bloomingdalegazette.com

GAZETTE STAFF

Executive Director: joe Liguori
Editor: Laura Frazier

THE GAZETTE IS PUBLISHED BY SUNBELT NEWSPAPERS
Publisher: Carla Floyd
505 W. Robertson, Brandon, FL 33511
Ph: (813) 657-4500

Advertising: 627-1322
The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along
with The Tampa Tribune on the first Saturday of each month.

LINDA CHION KENNEY/Photos
- Hillsborough’s Teacher of the Year takes a limousine ride to school, where he is
greeted by more than 1,500 of his fans -- students and colleagues alike.




[ High school
_students from 40
(buntries around
the world need
Brandon area

host families.
ByLAURA FRAZIER

Ifrazier@mediageneral.com

’ Dozens of high school stu-
dents from 40 countries around
the world are waiting in the
-wings for an invitation to become
part of a Brandon area family, if
only for 10 months.

Families are needed in the
| south county area to provide
| room, board and a place in their
hearts for about 75 boys and
girls ages 15 to 18 set to arrive
in Florida this August. Once
they're placed with host families,
the students will enroll in public
i high schools for the 2007-08

school year.

[ . Dale and M’lrgarct Kahn,
| { J Jormngdale residents, are local
reps for the Center for Cultural
Exchange, a non-profit spon-
} sor since 1985 of international
| exchange student programs.

In years past, the Kahns wel-
comed students from Japan
Spain and Iceland into their
home. This year, the couple
volunteered to recruit new host
families in eastern Hillsborough
and western Polk counties.

Dale Kahn said he and his
wife want to help introduce
others to an experience his
family found rewarding beyond
their expectations.

TEACHER

BLOOMI

“You get an inside view of
how someone else lives, in a
country and culture that may be
very different from your own,”
he said.

The cultural exchange works
both ways. ,

“The kids are very interested
in American culture and people.
Americans today arent always
thought of in the highest regard,
so in a small way, host families
become ambassadors of Ameri-
ca’s values and ways of life.”

The exchange, however, is
more than a social experiment.

“The kids really become part
of your family. After a while,
since they don't have their own
parents around, you naturally
fill the gap. The students we've
hosted consider us to be their
Anmerican family.”

Exchange students traveling
to the U.S. are encouraged to
pack items that illustrate their
culture and lifestyle. Host fami-
lies are encouraged to observe
and celebrate the holidays and
traditions celebrated in their stu-
dents’ country of origin.

“Our guest from Japan
brought her full ceremonial dress
and a lot of things that were very
interesting,” Kahn said.

The instant addition of a
teenager to a family naturally
brings with it added responsi-
bilities for parents. But the load

is balanced, Kahn said, by the

many fond memories families

accumulate during their guest’s

stay. -
The Kahns were already run-

See EXCHANGE, Page 18

From page 4

“I've been good in math
before, I've been like A’s and Bs,
but now, ever since Mr. Gibbs,
I have 100 percent,” Reese said.

| “He makes (math) so easy to

| L derstand all the time. I don't
“wtiow how he does it. He just has

a special talent, it’s just magic.”

Gibbs links his success to the

success of others.

! “I pillage, I plunder, I borrow,”

| he said. “I'm an agglomeration of
a bunch of other teachers.”

He said he also treats his stu-

dents like young adults, keeping
in mind the very real pressures
they face coming to terms with
who they are during the middle
school years.

“T talk to them about how
to brush things off, how to not
let all the middle school drama
affect them,” he said. “Unfor-

tunately, they’ll grow up to be.

adults with drama and they have
to learn how to deal with it. But
life is not traglc Have a laugh
and move on.’

N GDALE

Families Trade Room, Board For Fond Memorles, Cultural Exchange

S CHOOLS

Margaret
Kahn, in 2000,
delights in the

ceremonial
dress worn

by Kana, a
Japanese for-
eign exchange
student.

" Photo courtesy of the Kahn farmly

We have plenty of ways...

..to make your smile bright.

_ Whitening ¢ Crowns & Bridges ¢ Dental Implants
Oral Sedation Available  Most Procedures Completed In Office
Insurance Filed For You  Extended Payment Plans Available
Care Credit Provider » Now Accepting New Patients

wwYy
BRAMNT

CALL TODAY

662-9233

to schedule your appointment

eD.M.D.

Practicing Fine Cosmetic
& Restorative Dentistry

1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE « BRANDON

www.drbrantwade.com:

0002037787-01
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INGDALE
SCHOOLS

BHA Will Accept Scholarship
Applications Through April 5

(d One
graduating high
school student
will receive a

$2,000 award.

A Gazette Report

The Bloomingdale Hom-
cowners Association Inc, will
accept applications for the B.J.
Stelter Bloomingdale Com-
munity Scholarship through
April 5.

The association will dis-

burse a $2,000 award this

year to one high school senior
graduating from Blooming-
dale High School.

For eligibility information,
selection criteria and an appli-
cation form, visit the high
school guidance office or log
on to www.bloomingdalega-
zette.com. Click on the “B.J.
Stelter Scholarship” button at
the top left of the page.

Applications are also avail-
able at the Bloomingdale
Community Office, 3509 Bell
Shoals Road. Office hours are
Monday through Thursday,
8 am. to noon. Information:
(813) 681-2051.

d Al
Higginbotham
meets with
BHA reps to
discuss their
CIVIC concerns.

By LAURA FRAZIER

Ifrazier@mediageneral.com

Hillsborough County Com-
missioner Al Higginbotham,
elected to office in 2006, is noted
for his quiet reserve at board
meetings and public hearings.

The District 4 commission-

SAY YOU SAWIT IN er’s laidback demeanor pales by

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

comparison to his predecessor,

NEIGHTBO

SMALL COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY LENDING

-

1 Mixed Use - Office/Retail

_' Automotive

A e

B Multi-Family

Light Industrial
Warehouse

Will Finance The Difficult,
Unique or Otherwise
Non-Conventional

Property Types.

Joe Castellanos « Home & Commercial 813.486.1838
Stated Income/Stated Assets Tampa Bay, FL 33511
JoeCastellanos@msn.com

0002030678-01
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Ronda Storms. Higginbotham
thinks that’s a good thing.

“‘'m not that interested in
grabbing  headlines because,
oftentimes, they’ll grab you
back,” he said.

Once they get to know him, he
hopes his constituents will con-

- sider his soft-spoken, thoughtful
. manner to be a strong suit.

“You'll find that I am going
to be alarmingly quiet, and that’s
because I am a big believer in
institutional knowledge.”

Higginbotham wants to get a
better handle on the history and
fundamentals of contentious,
long-term issues like develop-
ment and transportation before
he takes a hard stance on any-
thing.

The commissioner is open
to meeting with individuals‘and
civic groups in his district willing
to share their take on county-
related issues. Last week, he
accepted an invitation to take a
bus tour of Bloomingdale.

Ted Grable, president of
the - Bloomingdale Homeown-
ers Association’s board, said the
group appreciated the opportu-
nity to familiarize Higginbo-
tham with the community. The
homeowners focused on civic
matters they feel are important
to Bloomingdale and many other
neighborhoods.

“There is a misconception
that Bloomingdale is sort of
parochial,” Grable said.

“But we always want to look
beyond our borders to what’s
important in our surrounding
neighborhoods and other estab-
lished communities throughout
the county.”

Alluding to new south county
development, Grable said at the
Feb. 23 meeting, “We're here
because we don’t want to see
the needs of this community
and others like it passed by just
because developers have created
the next Nirvana eight miles
out.”

“Established neighborhoods

 at

NEWS

New Commissioner Takes
Note Of Bloomingdale -

are not portrayed as the sexy,
exciting things newer develop-
ments are. But we have a great
neighborhooed and people who
care about their community. We
need the county to support our

backyard and next-door-neigh-

bor issues.”

The homeowners encour-
aged Higginbotham to take an
interest in county code enforce-
ment, parks and libraries, trash
collection services and the hot-
button south county issues --
growth, transportation and road
improvements.

During the early-morn-
ing bus tour, a short stop at the
Bloomingdale Regional Library
on  Bloomingdale  Avenue
proved to be a good opportu-
nity for Grable to describe the
overwhelming  popularity of
the 2-year-old facility and the

community’s desire to expand it. -

About a dozen people were lined
up outside the library before its 9
a.m. opening time.

At a stop near Bloomingdale
East Park on Natures Way, the
neighbors shed light on a seri-
ous shortfall they said occurred
despite the combined efforts of
the homeowners association,
special ‘taxing district and parks
department staff.

Board member Lydia Harrod
said, “About a year ago, everyone
worked together and spent a
lot of time, thought and county
money on landscaping this
park.”

“But after the plantings, due
to poor or non-existent irriga-
tion by the county, much of the
stuff that was planted just died.”

Grable added, “Neighbor-
hood parks are woefully under-
maintained in this county.”

Throughout the ride, Hig- =

ginbotham listened intently and
quietly took notes.

The commissioner piped up,

however, as the tour passed a sign
for a HARTline bus stop. He is a
big advocate of mass transit.

See COMMISSIONER, Page 19
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MOMS Nurture Children, Serve Community

[ Local chapters
International

OMS Club

‘support each
other and their
neighbors.

By LAURA FRAZIER
Ifrazier@mediageneral.com

They’re crazy-busy raising a
passel of kids, but these multi-
tasking moms also find time to
raise money -- and spirits -- in
the greater Brandon area.

The MOMS Club of Brandon
and its sister alliance, MOMS
Club of Valrico/Bloomingdale,
are chapters of the International
MOMS (Moms Offering Moms
Support) Club. The non-profit
group offers camaraderie and
networking opportunities for
mothers who forego full-time
employment to stay home and

% their kids.

- Club members are proud to
call themselves stay-at-home
moms, but youd be hard pressed
to catch them at home. Between
group field trips to local attrac-
tions, ladies’ nights out and kids’
play dates, these moms are on
the go, with kids in tow. Don't
assume, however, that they’re all
about glitter and glue and trips
to the zoo.

In addition to supporting
each other through the trials of
parenthood, MOMS clubs make
it a point to participate in service
projects that benefit their com-
munities.

“Many of us had pretty satis-

fying and fulfilling careers out-
side the home before we decided
to dedicate ourselves to our fam-
ilies,” said Cheryl Kehrmeyer,
Bloomingdale MOMS member.

“It (community service) kind

of fills us up.”

The Bloomingdale group
champions a number of local
causes, including Everyday
Blessings in Thonotosassa. The
non-profit facility offers kids
from troubled families an alter-
native to immediate foster-care
placement.

“We organized a Santa Shop
in December for about 25 kids at
Everyday Blessings,” Kehrmeyer
said.

“We bought a bunch of
toys and games, and Learning
Express on Lithia-Pinecrest
Road donated some items. A
week before the event, the kids
could earn reindeer dollars for
good behavior. We set up a shop
where they could ‘purchase’ pres-
ents for their brothers, sisters
and parents. We helped them
wrap the gifts, and everyone just
had a ball. It was an awesome
experience ”

Bloomingdale MOMS also
held recent fundraisers to ben-
efit Ronald McDonald House
and Dress For Success, a pro-
gram that provides career attire
to low-income women seeking
employment.

Michelle Borland, Brandon
MOMS member, said the clubs
allow mothers to forge relation-
ships with their peers while con-
tributing to community causes.

“The support from other

moms, whether it’s just having
play dates or being able to have

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE
(813) 681-2051 « Fax: (813) 684-2358

conversations about kids and
family life that no one else would
understand ... it’s just wonder-

ful.”

The Brandon club operates
a “Cuisine Team,” to provide
meals to members who are sick
or going through a tough time.

“Everyone in the club sup-
ports each other,” Borland said.

Both chapters participate in
the American Cancer Society’s
annual Relay For Life fundraiser.
The event is held at schools and
parks around the world to cel-
ebrate cancer survivorship and
help raise money for research
and patient support programs.

To pump up its relay team
contribution, the Blooming-
dale chapter will host its second
annual Night of Hope fund-
raiser March 30 at the Palmetto
Club in FishHawk Ranch. The
casino-style gaming night fea-
tures roulette, craps, slots and

a Texas Hold ‘em tournament.
The $50 admission includes
hors doeuvres and desserts,
entertainment, door prizes and
a silent auction. The club’s 2006
casino night netted $16,645 for
the American Cancer Society.

Money isn’t the only thing
MOMS groups help raise.
Sometimes it’s spirits.

Brandon MOMS and their
pre-school age children meet
once a month at Alafia Village
on South Kings Avenue, where
they invite residents of the
assisted living facility to partici-
pate in sing-a-longs, finger plays
and arts and crafts.

“Some of the residents just sit
and listen, and others love to sing
along and clap. They also really
enjoy watching our kids do little
craft projects,” Borland said.

The group contributes regu-
larly to the Emergency Care
Help Organization in Brandon.

“When an e-mail reminder
goes out about our general
meetings each month, it always
includes a list of specific needs at
ECHO. We provide food, dia-
pers, whatever they need, when-
ever we can.”

The Brandon chapter held
a Scoop For A Cure fundraiser
Feb. 10 at the Carvel ice cream
store on Bloomingdale Avenue.
The store pledged 15 percent
of ice cream sales that day, and
proceeds from ice cream cake
sales throughout February, to the
MOMS relay team.

Brandon MOMS meet at
10:30 a.m. on the third Monday
each month at St. Stephen
Catholic Church, 5049 Bell
Shoals Road. Information: (813)
655-5485,

Valrico/Bloomingdale
MOMS meets at 10 a.m. the
first Wednesday of each month.
Information: (813) 746-2168.

‘Sushi Nini

JAPANESE RESTAURANT

. | | Owned and Operated by:
4B ]

PET SITTING
YOUR PET, YOUR HOME,
MY CARE

‘}f Do you go on-a lot of business trips?
1Y) Are you going on vacation?
: Do you work long hours?
If you answered YES to any of these
* then call us today for our GREAT RATES!

HOME & PET CARE

0001975290-01

657-5920

licensed ¢ bonded * insured

Thank you to our customers who
visited and voted for us to be first
runner up in Asian dining S
in Brandon on Tampa %
Tribune’s 2006 Brandon

News readers’ poll.

Korean Americans

e Tempura * Shashimi and all the rolls
e Teriyaki * Udon
e Sushi o Beef Fried Rice

Ask Woo Yong ahout his Korean
Reflexology Healing

,4_ Sake * Beer « Wine

e -

]2\

Mimi - The Best
Lady Sushi Chef
in Florida. Right in
pur own backyard,

662-3377 - 887 E. Bloomingdale Ave.

Bloomingdale Square between Wal-Mart & Publix
11:30 - 9:30 Mon - Thurs ~ 11:30 - 10:30 Friday
4:30 - 10:30 Sat ~ Closed Sunday

Bloomingdale

Wal-Mart
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Residents Rally For Annual Relay

1 First local
event kicks off
6 p.m. March 9
at Bloomingdale

High.

A Gazette Report

The American Cancer Soci-
ety’s signature fundraiser, Relay
For Life, will be held in March
and April at seven locations
throughout the greater Brandon
area.

The internationally recog-
nized event, held annually at
community schools and parks
around the world, is designed
to celebrate cancer survivorship
and raise money for research and
patient support programs.

*

RS R LR L L

Seven Hillsborough County
public high schools will host the
Relay this spring.

Prior to the event, high
school students, families, friends
and neighborhood groups form
their own teams. The challenge
to participants-is to keep at least
one member of their team walk-
ing laps around a designated
track for the duration of the
overnight event. Prior to the
Relay, the teams collect “per lap”
pledge donations. Many partici-
pants bring tents and sleeping
bags to take turns stretching out
while their teammates walk the
track.

The first local event kicks off
March 9 at Bloomingdale High
School.

“Each year, hundreds of folks
from all walks of life participate,”

Jo Jo Jo Je Je Jb Je e Je e e e Jo e &/&.&.&f*&

N e

117 W. Bloomingdale Ave, Brandon, FL
Phone: 571-7841 * Website: www.floridacarvels.com

gt hdayiParticsRdOFFicelParticsaabundraisinea
MARCH SPECIALS!

2007 American Cancer Society
Southeastern Hillsborough County District
Relay For Life Group Dates, Locations

« Bloomingdale, March 9, Bloomingdale High
« South Shore West, March 30, East Bay High
« East Tampa, April 13, Spoto High 7
« Seffner/Mango, April 13, Armwood High

» Brandon, April 20, Brandon High '

» FishHawk, April 20, Newsome High

« South Shore East, April 27, Riverview High

said Anthony Pursino, a Bloom-
ingdale resident and American
Cancer Society board member.

“This year is particularly
exciting because cancer deaths

in the U.S. have declined for the

—
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second year in a row. Events like
Relay For Life are responsible
for this. If you have been touched
by cancer in any way, this is the
event to attend,” Pursino said.

Kristy Deaton, Bloomingdale

relay chairwoman, has survived _
two battles with cancer. £

“The Relay For Life gives us
all hope that cancer can be beat,”
she said. '

Virginia Carter, a relay vol-
unteer and cancer survivor, will
host a reception for survivors
on the field at Bloomingdale
March 9. 1

“We want to have as many
survivors as possible come out
and join us,” she said.

“The survivors are our guests
of honor. Whether you are a 10
year survivor or were just diag-
nosed 10 days ago, you are a sur-
vivor and you are invited.”

For information about any
local Relay For Life event, call
the American Cancer Society
at (813) 685-0670 or log on to

WWW.Cancer.org.

PEPPRRERR IR PEOLL

The best personalized transportation
for any occasion

o AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION
e SPECIAL EVENTS

.Zl'm)y Cazyzozate _Seaaﬂ, he. | & B BT
813-657-5450 ./)i.c 813-655-0384 /o

www.linoscorporatesedan.com

0002031312-01

linoslimo@yahoo.com
e

«

Hit the Trails @

RUNNING AND OUTDOOR GEAR |

. ! =2 Adidas ® Asics ® Brooks ® Mizuno * New Balance Oany
« Rollerblades * XCountry Shoes  Dri-Fit Apparel ¢ Pearl Lzumi
e Gu, Hammer, Powerbar ¢ FuelBelt, Camelbak Hydration

o Children's Running Shoes and Heelys, Adidas Soccer Cleats

FREE treadmill Analysis Available
Are you wearing the right shoes?
Find the Best Style for your running style.
Improve your performance by having a FREE treadmill analysis.,

0002031278-0

16144 Churchview Dr. ® Suite 105 /in the FishHawk Ranch Park Square)

813.681.6141

www.HitTheTrails.com
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BLOOMINGTDALE

Girl Scouts

Send Cookies
To Troops

.

) Local Scouts
send 51,358
boxes to service
members last

year.
By KELLY LYNN.

Girl Scouts of Su;ncoast Council Inc.

Let our military troops know
you care. Send them “Girl Scout
Cookies from Home!”

The Gitl Scouts of Suncoast
"Council is working to send
Girl Scout cookies to men and
women currently serving in the
U.S. military and to those. in
local veterans’ hospitals.

In addition to buying deli-
cious Girl Scout cookies for
yourself, you may purchase boxes
for military personnel.

¢ Thankstoagenerousresponse

" rrom the community, local Girl

~ Scouts sent 51,358 boxes of Girl

Scout Cookies to our service
men and women in 2006.

You 'may purchase cook-
ies by the box or by the case to
be delivered to our troops. Girl
Scout Cookies are $3.50 per box
or $42 for a case of 12 boxes.

When you purchase Girl
Scout cookies, you help ‘sup-

. port Girl Scouting in Suncoast

Council's four-county  area.

By purchasing “Cookies from

Home,” you bring a little taste of
home to our military troops.

Look for local Girl -Scouts
selling cookies to make your
contribution to our afmed forces.
Girl Scout cookie booth sales
will take place through March
11. !

If you don't see Girl Scout
i okie booths in your area, con-
k.,ct the Girl Scouts of Suncoast
Council at (813) 281-4475 or 1-
800-881-4475 to find out how
you can find cookies or send
“Cookies from Home.” You can
also check our Web site, www.

girlscoutsofsuncoastcouncil.org,

for more information.
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Yard of the Month - | \

Vickey and Tom Kemper, 621 Ephrata Drive, Sandy Creek Manor - : , '
send Yard of the Month nominations to info@bloomingdalegazette.com or call (813) 681-2051. Winners receive a $25 Wal-Mart gift card,
courtesy of The Bloomingdale Homeowners Association Inc. s
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.. PRE-
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CALL TODAY!

AN

SCHOOL OF QUALITY LEARNING ) cpﬂ,“"iamro

oo s gl Foon
{.0vitig to {,¢arts, i O
{.¢artiifig to {.0V¢
I The buading growth of a child reflects unlimited potential in
a world of unlimited opportunities. At Kids R. Kids Center,
children are taught in open concépt classrooms with
hands-on learning. Individual progression is patiently
fostered and emotional and social skills are carefully
promoted and ASQ assessment conferences prepares .

children for future curriculums. We are family owned
and operated.

(14 ]

813.657.6200
www.KidsrkidsValrico.com

Iiatinn

4321 Lynx Paw Trail in Valrico

(Across From Lithia Springs Elementary School)
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BLOOMINGDA . NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Neighbors Celebrate
Civic Pride

The Bloomingdale Homeowners Association held
its annual community appreciation dinner Feb. 8 .
at Buca Di Beppo restaurant on Causeway Boule-

vard in Brandon. '

MARCH 2007 ® THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE & |

LAURA FRAZIER/Staff photos

Pictured at the dinner are, George May, homeowners association board member and immediate past chairman of the Brandon Chamber of Commerce board; BJ. Stelter, former
Bloomingdale High School principal; Mary Grable, Bloomingdale High School guidance counselor and former Teacher of the Year; and Ted Grable, volunteer president of the hom-
eowners association. Pictured at right, Bloomingdale community office manager Derry Wilson, with her husband, Herb, attended the dinner.

Love is a promise; love is a souvenir

Bive theieui

" Find your
Perfect Mother's S8
Day Present
for your

Barkaet Morm Pat Boody, at left, president of Bloomingdale Regional Library’s

Friends of the Library, and Julie Beamguard, branch supervisor, both
received the homeowners association’s Good Neighbor award. Ted
Grable, association president, said, “Our community is extremely for-
tunate to have these two dedicated, enthusiastic individuals working
toward the betterment of our public library.” Bloomingdale Commu-
nity Resource Deputy Pete Maurer was also presented with the award
for his longstanding, dedicated service to the community.

5664 FishHawk Crossing Blvd, Lifhia
Next toPiblix « 813-654-3700

DUaRS EE




BLOOMINGDALETE

Neighbors Celebrate Civic Pride

Pictured above, Al Devney, at left, Bloomingdale Special Taxing District
property manager, schmoozes with taxing district trustee David Steck.
Pictured at right, seated at left, neighborhood volunteer Joni Hickle,
who organized the dinner, seated with her husband, Joe, vice president
of the BHA board, and Pat Heckel, seated across from her husband,
Steve, board member. Mike and Teresa Buday, front right, attended the
dinner to say goodbye to their neighbors before their impending move.

Mike Buday recently resigned from his seat on the taxing district’s

board of trustees.

NEWS

NEIGHBORHOOTD

LETTERS

Send letters to info@bloom-
ingdalegazette.com or Editor,
The Bloomingdale Gazette,
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico,
FL33594. |

All submissions are subject
to editing and will be published

on a space-available basis.

What Happened To
Left-Turn Signal Needed
Near High School?

Are there any plans to install

a left turn (south bound) signal
at the intersection of Bloom-
ingdale Avenue and Springvale
Avenue? '

About a year ago, an art1c1e
in the Gazette stated that a left-
turn signal would be added to
the existing light.

As a parent whose son is

about to get his driver’s license
'd join the throngs of teenage
ivers leaving Bloomingdale
ngh School at 3 p.m. each day, I
believe a left turn signal allowing
folks to'safely turn from Bloom-
ingdale Avenue onto Springvale

is long overdue.

I pick up anywhere from two
to five boys at school each day.
By far, the most harrowing ‘part
of our trip is the left turn from
Bloomingdale onto Springvale.

Cars back up far past the pro-
vided left-turn lane, frequently
causing drivers to slam on their
brakes and change lanes quickly
while the first car in line is wait-
ing to turn left.

And, with kids-eager to get
home, chances are being taken
crossing over Bloomingdale.

If a left-turn signal were
installed, with a longer allotment
of time for the school dismissal
time frame, life at that intersec-
tion would be much smoother.

With fewer school buses
available, the traffic to and from
the high school will only get
WOTSE.

I believe every precaution
should be taken and the instal-

lation of this turn signal is a

needed step in the right direc-
tion.

John Hayes

£00T HJYYW o 1L13ZVD TIVAONIWOOTE FHL =4
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SAY YOU SAWIT IN
THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

www.whitealuminum.com:
78 W . : FREE
WA TEa:sﬂms,
PRODUCTS, LLC |

tretch your home’s size
without stretching your wallet'
Secreen gaamdﬂéﬁ

As low as
$ 5 85 '

a Morniethe?

"15% down, 60 months, based on 10° \"0 \lﬂ Three walls, 167 Kickplate, 11°x22" roof, door,
11.25% APR, Upon credit approval. permits included. White or Bronze. ON YOUR SLAB!

« Awninys . Roofovers . Patio Covers - Repiacement Windows and Doors . Vinyl Siding
« Soffit & Fasacia . Pool Enclosures . Garage Screens . Storm Protection

Providens

- 813-111-9177 ==

Z2uality Fome Tmprovements Since 1955
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_ ke Pressufé Cléan_iimg
©F At Its Best

We pressure
clean anything

(Driveways, sidewalks, homes, screen enclosures, motor homes; boats, efc.)

CELL 813-732-4447

If busy leave message - I'll call you right back!
Polo’s Preferred Pressure Washing Service -

0e01996811-01

BLOOMINGDATLTE
NEIGHBORHOOD N EWS

YOU CAN STOP SEARCHING! t,
We’ve got it all w4
L 5

Friendly, Professional, Affordable ;H AN

+ Family Plans Available © Flexible Payment Options
* No Down Payment Option * Most Insurance Pecopted
» Convenient Saturday & Evening Hours Available

FREE Child or Adult
Orthodontic Exam

&
o
%
AR
HESS ORTHODONTICS

MICHAEL AL BESS < DD AS
Board Certified Orthodontics or Children & Adults

Al L_i\‘;_‘TglP\ S l APOLLO BEALH
R L Rr3 101 N, Flamingo Dr.

813-777-7478 ...
P 11

_ Parker’sLawn

Serving Bloomingdale for over o years

MONTHLY RATES - NO CONTRACTS

Services Include :
e Lawn e Tree Trimming - g
Maintenance - ¢ Planting
e Mulching  Sod Laying
» Fertilizing » Weed Killing
. Call Jeff for Free Estimate

Lithia Office 737-6707 ¢ Cell 503-2828

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

TANPA-HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM
Friends of the Bloomingdale Regiomal Library

12007 Membership Application
Osew [ORenewal Obomat:ion

Oeift Membership to:

er. O mre. O Ms. O Miss

Yenaw Misme

hddivess

ity, Stste & Zip:

Telephone/fm & Wk

i
(Emsdl sdivesses sre not provided to' otlers)

§10,.00 Srudiemit £15,00 Priend

£%6..00 Pamily Priends H100,.00 fupponter
SUE0,.00 Hesct Patrom $2e0, 00 Banefactor
HEED,. 00 ConesrvEtlar &1, 000,00 Lifetins Member

Plsass complete the appropriste application information and
petumy £t withh your check nede out to the Friends of iy
Library/Bloomingdele.

Miedil e

PRIBNDE OF THR LOERMRY

1806 Eloomingdele Avenus

Velriem, FL F2584

mmwmwcwrﬁmw the Librazy is &
01 (e} () ‘
not-for-proffit coypormtiom
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Volunteers, Churches Drive
Meals On Wheels Program

EI The non-profit
group needs help
to expand its

reach.
By LAURA FRAZIER

Ifrazier@mediageneral.com

A small army of volunteers
hits the streets of Brandon
each weekday. Their mission: to
deliver hot, home-style meals --
with a side-dish of fellowship --
to people unable to shop or cook
for themselves.

In order to meet the growing
needs of the burgeoning Bran-
don community, the group is
calling for reinforcements.

The Brandon chapter of
Meals On Wheels, a non-profit
group founded in 1976, is run
solely by volunteers. More than
250 recruits gather each week
at 16 participating churches to
prepare, package and distribute
the meals.

About 140 people confined to
their homes with various infirmi-
ties receive the free or low-cost
meals. Many more have applied
for the program, but they’ll have

" to wait until more churches and

volunteer drivers step up to help
out.

Volunteer Cathy Patrick
said the group is sending out an
urgent call for help.

“We'd like to get to the point
where we don’t have anyone on
a waiting list. We desperately
need help to expand our reach,”
she said.

“We are praying that some
new churches would like to help.
Some of our churches have full
kitchens, others have nothing
more than a slow-cooker, and
some simply provide a meet-
ing and meal-assembly place

Bloomingdale Resident
Tod Howard

eE ¥

“a fBuwﬁ Of Quality” .. ...,
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR  insured
PRESSURE WASHING

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES
¢/ EXPERIENCED -
and RELIABLE

0001899719-01

for a few hours each day. Every
church does it a little differently,
and we're very flexible.”

Start-up funds and food prep
volunteers are available to ease
new churches into the program.

There’s also a pressing need
for drivers willing to deliver five
meals once a week. Deliveries
generally take about an hour
Drivers pick up the meals and
destination directions between
11 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. at the
church of their choice.

Patrick bhas served in many
capacities with the organization
since 2000, when she volun-
teered to deliver meals.

“About seven years ago, there
was an article in The Bran-
don News that said Meals On
Wheels needed delivery drivers
at St. Mark’s Church in Valrico.
We had just moved to the area,
and I thought it would be a good
way to learn my way around
Brandon.”

MapQuest printouts in hand,
Patrick mastered the local streets.
She also made new friends in the

— 1V LT W Tl IOV N TN W L SN * A b B =3 W e e ———
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Photo courtesy of Meals On Wheels
Meals On Wheels volunteers assemble hot lunches to deliver to homebound residents in the greater
Brandon area. The group wants to connect with more churches willing to participate in the program.

process. Her once-a-week visits
promised more than a meal to
people on her route.

“So many of the people really
looked forward to my visits, and
I did too.”

Senior with limited mobility
account for most people receiv-
ing meals. However, people of
all ages in the program are recu-
perating from acute illnesses,
broken bones or surgery. Some
are housebound with debilitat-
ing conditions like rheumatoid
arthritis. Many suffer from
cancer and heart disease.

One woman on her delivery

route was confined to a wheel-
chair with ALS, known as Lou

See MEALS, Page 16

12 ocanons.
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“EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE” BLOOMINGDALE » 3513 Bell Shoals Rd...654-9292

P o wm e e o e ww ww e w e mw e ommomm oo | BLOOMINGDALE o 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest.654-8113

20" OFF:20" OFF

ENTIRE ORDER " ENTIRE ORDER
: | Shirts & Dry Cleaning ! i | Shirts & Dry Cleaning

1 Valid on Incoming Orders Only. T Valid on Incoming Drders Only.
i No Exceptions. No Combining Coupuna. T No Exceptions. No Combining Coupons.

BRANDON e 913 W. Brandon Blvd.......... 684-4499

BRANDON e 11393 Causeway Bivd ........643-6944

LITHIA « 16707 FishHawk Bivd............. 654-7991

| couronexeimesaisior . Il coupowexeines araijor | [PLANTCITY » 2621 Thonotosassa Rd... 752-6631

L e e e e |

FEmmmmEm TR OR AR WO O™ O o === = om0 RIVERVIEW o 11697 Boyette R .......... 672-1832

20 OFF 20 OFF — — -

ENTIRE ORDER l l Wedding Gowns, Comforters, | |SEFFNER « 515N, Parson Ave.............684-5897
Shlris & Dry Cleaning !! Blankets, Alterations, Drapes |
Valid on Incoming Grders Only. i

Valid on Incoming Orders Onfy. VALRICO o 1985 E. Brandon Bid............ 654-2324
I ; 11 NoExceptions. Minimum Order of $5.00. 1
i No Exceptions. Ne Combining Coupons. 1 No Combining Coupons.

I 1 COUPON EXPIRES 3/31/07

] COUPON EXPIRES 3/31/07

o I [VALRIGO ° 2511 SR. 60E............00......643-4825

L R | e e |
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« New Equipment * Moon Walks
£ o Themed Bounce Houses d
¢ Dry & Wet Slides
* Tables & Chairs

20% discount off reg.
rental price until Mar. 15th

CALL NOW! office 813.994. 0647 ® Mobile 803.351.9705
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Roses are red, Violets are blue,
It's good for your heart,
lts "Low Carb-B- Que.'” -

' XW‘C’@:Pb _
D-@y0ey

Jaymer-Que
. Signature BBQ Salads

(Asms only the besf romaine lettuce and
l ficld greens with our wonderful smoked
| meats, you'll love it! Look for smoked

e cate salmon salad specials too!

Located at the intersection of Lithia The number to eall is

b e W 6JQ-4BBQ

3331 Lithia P.inecrest Road (813) 657_]*227

Check out our websitn jaymer-que.com for & complete menul

L07LLEZEDZ000

Make your business

grow.

Advertising 1n the Business & Services
Dircctory is etfective and alfordable

Call 813 GL7 4516 loday!

TR . - LA "

NEIGHBORHOOD

Pulp Creation

Local artist Minnette Webster, at the Bloomingdale
Regional Library in February, demonstrates the art of
papermaking. Past president of the Brandon League of
Fine Arts, Webster works in a variety of art media and has
won numerous awards in juried shows and exhibitions.
She teaches adults and children privately and publicly.

At her Feb. 10 papermaking class, she dissolved sheets of
cotton linter, made from the cull of the cotton plant, in

a bucket of water. The soppy material was then scooped
out, drained, pressed on a deckle -- a metal paper-making
frame -- and left to dry. The handmade papers are then
embellished with paint and other trimmings to create
cards, framed art and more. Information: (813) 689-8041.
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[J Riders can call

N -
iree hours in

advance for local
bus service in

limited areas.
By LAURA FRAZIER

Ifrazier@mediagencral.com

Jill Cappadoro, a suburban
mother of three children ages
8, 12 and 16, appreciates con-
venient local transportation
options and daily travel sched-
ules with a little flexibility.

Likewise, Cappadoro hopes
Brandon area residents will
appreciate a convenient; flexible
new public bus service set to roll
out this spring.

As a spokeswoman for the
Hillsborough Area Regional
Transit authority, also known as
HART, Cappadoro is busy this
month promoting the agency’s
new HARTflex program.

The service aims to provide

aller public vehicles that
circulate in specific geographi-
cal zones. The goal is to pick
up customers at their homes
by appointment -- up to two
weeks and at least three hours in
advance -- and transport them
to nearby neighborhood des-
tinations or other bus stops for
travel outside the flex zone.

Riders can request a pickup
at their doorstep to take the
bus to work, stores, restaurants,
appointments and anywhere else
within their designated area, for
activities like shopping, visits
with friends, church functions
and volunteer duties.

The rates are the same as
HART local service: $1.50 per
trip for adults, and 75 cents for
seniors older than 65, youths 17

and younger and people with dis- |,

L) L= -— ™ W wr - o

HART Set On Flexlble, Convement Serwce

LAURA FRAZIER/Staff photo

Hlllsborough Area Regional Transit Authority spokeswoman Jill Cap-
padoro, at the Greater Brandon Chamber of Commerce transporta-

tion forum Jan. 30, displays details about HART’s proposed flex route
plan. The door-to-door bus service is proposed for three pilot areas

in Brandon.

abilities or on Medicare. HART
one-day and 31-day unlimited
ride fare cards will be accepted
on the plan. Preliminary operat-
ing hours for the service are 6
a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through
Saturday, but like other proposed
details, could change depending
on the public’s needs and input.

The authority in Janu-
ary established three pilot flex
routes. They chose an 11.3-
square-mile section of Brandon
to launch the service, taking into
consideration key trip generators
such as popular destinations and
demographics.

They limited the scope of
the three routes to an average
of about four square miles, each
with at least two local or express
route stops and two or more
popular destinations.

“Brandon is so large, it's
the one area we thought war-
ranted at least three flex routes
to begin with,” Cappadoro said.
One proposed route, No. 505,

THE BLOOMINGDALE
GAZETTE

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 681-2051 « Fax: (813) 684-2358

was designed to serve an area
roughly between Lumsden
Road north to Brandon Boule-
vard, and Falkenburg Road east
to Kingsway Road.

Under the plan, anyone hvmg
in that area can be picked up at
their home and taken to popu-

lar destinations like Westfield
Brandon mall, Sam’s Club,
Brandon Regional Hospital,
Oak Park Plaza at the inter-
section of Lumsden Road and
Kings Avenue, and anywhere in
between.

To get back home the same
day, riders arrange pick-up
tirhes and locations with the bus
driver. HART plans to use 15-
passenger cutaway buses for its
flex routes.

The vehicles, which resemble
airport shuttles, enable wheel-
chair and scooter users to board

the bus from the sidewalk. The

side-loading feature eliminates
the need for disabled riders to
negotiate curbs and right of
ways in order to board at the
rear of the bus. The buses also
feature bike racks on the front
bumpers.

The authority is askmg for
public input to help tweak the
flex areas and services offered.
They want to know what des-
tinations people would use the
service to get to. They also want
to know if the hours of 6 a.m.
to 8 p.m. would meet the pub-

lic’s needs, and if there are any
other changes to their proposal
that might benefit current and
potential riders.

Cappadoro said the ser-
vice has great potential to ben-
efit a variety of riders, including
elderly or disabled people who
don't drive or don’t own a car,
people who need to get to work
but whose cars are in the shop
for maintenance and repaits, and
those who choose not to drive
but still need an occasional lift to
doctor’s appointments or social
activities.

She also has an idea how the
service might benefit suburban
families like her own.

“It would lénd independence
to two of my kids that I feel are
old enough to use public transit.
They could use HARTflex to
access school, after-school activ-
ities, the movie cinema and the
skating rink.” ;

Public comments about the
proposed HARTflex service,
requested by Feb. 9, can be sub-
mitted on HART’s Web site,
www.hartline.org, or call (813)
254-4278.

9 TH
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Join This Week

%0

Service Fee.*

A NNUAL

FOOD

DRIVE

Bring a bag of non-perish-
able food items between
March 1st and March 10th
to your local Curves and
join with no service fee. All
groceries will be donated to
local food banks.

Curves

Amaze yourself.™

3429 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Valrico, FL 33594
Nancy E. Marc RN. MSN., owner

“Offer based on first visit enrollment, 12 mo c.d. program. Not valid with any other offer.
Valid only at participating locations. ©2007 Curves International 6849, 5927

O
curves.com
~ Over 10,000 locations worldwide.
In Valrico
Curves, Bloomingdale
813~413-8400

813-413-8500
5618 FishHawk Crossing Blvd., Lithia, FL 33547

In FishHawk
Curves, Lithia

0002030659-01
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Is your Homeowner’s Company Non-Renewing

your Homeowners Policy?

4329 Lynx Paw Trail
Valrico, FL, 33594

Ata Time Like this, it's Good to have an Agbnf Wwio knuws yc:ru_ ny Name,

Jeff Gray -
813-655-5311

EETe— T W ——— T -

Skin Care, Nail Care & Massage
121 Lithia Pinecrest Rd. 684-8440

www.EliteSkinCareNailSpa.com -
MM18392 MC/Visa Gil‘t Certlﬂcates

Going Through The Roof?

WE CAN HELP...

you get that Smile back on your face.

We have several Competitive markets. to

place your homeowners insurance and,
-we are close by at Riverhills Plaza.

help save babies
from premature birth

Nd ‘pueieT &

It’s the # 1 killer of newborns.

November is Prematuriy Awareness Month.

March
of L imes

Take action at
marchofdimes.com

——r

Voted Best of Brandon 2006

R O R N S A W R

Homeowner’s Insurance Bills

5 0002031054-01
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Pet Owners’ Failure To Scoop
Poop Dogs Homeowners

(d The countY’s animal
ordinance requires people
to pick up after pets.

A Gazette Report

The message couldn’t be any clearer: If your
pet poops on any property other than your own --
whether it’s public or privately owned -- you can't
just leave it there. You've got to pick it up.

Many residents from various sections of
Bloomingdale contacted the Gazette in recent
months to talk about their frustration -- and dis-
gust -- with pet owners who refuse to abide by
the “Pooper Scooper Provision” of Hillsborough
County’s Animal Ordinance.

Several homeowners reported repeat offences
by neighbors who regularly walk their dogs around
the neighborhood sans baggies or pooper scoo-
pers.

One neighbor said, “It’s pretty obvious who's
letting their dogs (defecate) all over the neighbor-
hood. You can tell because they never carry any-

thing with them to pick it up.” L)

One resident involved in a neighborhood
cleanup of a retention pond near Sandy Creek
Drive reported volunteers dredging the pond for
trash discovered a disgusting surprise.

“Thete were an alarming number of little gro-
cery store bags filled with pet waste in the pond,”
she said.

“It appears that people walking their dogs are
picking up the poop with the bags, then tossing
the mess into our storm drains. I'm not even sure
if they know that whatever goes into the storm
drains winds up in the pond.”

The animal ordinance, enacted in January 2001,
states, “Any feces deposited by a dog, cat, or pet pig
on public property, public walks, recreation areas
or the private property of others must be imme-
diately removed by the person who has custody or
control of the animal unless otherwise authorized
by the property owner.”

Residents can report violators of the ordinance
to Animal Services, (813) 272-5900. There is a $50
first-offense fine for failure to remove pet waste.

Sale To Benefit Wendi Mangold Set For March 3

A Gazette Report

A yard sale and bake sale to benefit the Man-
gold family of Valrico will be March 3 from 7 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the Brandon Boys and Girls Club, 213
N. Knights Ave. in Brandon.

One hundred percent of the proceeds will ben-
efit the family of Wendi Mangold, a young mother

MEALS

of three children ages 5, 3 and 1, who is battling an
aggressive form of breast cancer.

Friends organizing the sale said the proceeds
will help offset expenses the family has incurred

" during Wendji’s treatment.

For information or to donate items for the sale,
call Cindy at (813) 643-3928.

From page 13

Gehrig’s disease. She and Patrick, both in their 40s,
became fast friends.

“T would arrange my delivery schedule so that
I'd wind up at her house last. Then I'd have time
to sit and talk for awhile, make a pot of coffee, and
do anything she needed me to. 'm not delivering

' meals this year, but I still try to see her when I can.

She is a dear friend.”

Many recipients or their families offer the $2.00
donation Meals On Wheels suggests, but it’s not
required.

“We want medlcme and necessities like that to
come first.” ;

Meals On Wheels is not government subsi-
dized. Participating churches make contributions
when they can, and a few restaurants and grocery
stores make in-kind donations from time to time.
For the most part, however, volunteers chip in to
pick up the tab for food, packaging and gas.

While they wait and pray for additional church
locations and drivers, the group will do its best to
deliver food and fellowship to Brandon’s home-
bound residents. They don't want to turn anyone
away.

Informatidn: Melody Green, (813) 689-8769.

~

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 681-2051 « Fax: (813) 684-2358-




01,
pig

'€as

7 or
zed

nce

p50

ran

eds
red

ale,

P

T

BLOOMI
TAXING

NGDALYTE

SPECIAL

DISTRICT

1Seat Open On Taxing District Board

d Trustees appropriate

taxes for community

property maintenance.

By JOE LIGUORI
Bloomingdale Special Taxing District Trustee

There is an opening on the seven-member
board of trustees of the Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District.

Michael Buday, a trustee and recording secre-
tary for the district, has moved and is no longer
able to serve on the board.

Over the years, the taxing district trustees
have been good stewards of our money. The

_ district spends about $500,000 of our taxes to

maintain, repair and improve Bloomingdale’s
common areas and community property.

Based on input from you, our residents, there
seems to be general agreement that the board
has, in fact, spent wisely.

What you may not know is that, for years,
only one Bloomingdale West resident has served
on the board of trustees. That trustee, Thom
Snelling, has also served as president of the

axing district for more than four years.

With the exception of Snelling, all trustees
serving the board for many years have resided
only in sections of Bloomingdale on the east

side of Bell Shoals Road.

The board intends to nominate and appoint a

View Taxing District
Annual Budget Online

Bloomingdale residents, to view the
Bloomingdale Special Taxing District’s
annual budget for fiscal year 2007, log on
to www.bloomingdalegazette.com, or pick
up a copy at the Bloomingdale Commu-
nity Office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road, open
Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to

* noon. The budget will be published in its
entirety in the April issue of The Bloom-
ingdale Gazette.

Information: (813) 684-6667.

- community-minded resident at its March meet-

ing, set for 7 p.m. March 13 at the community
office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road. We hope at least
10 individuals -- representing both Blooming-
dale East and West -- will attend the meeting
and express an interest in joining the board.

In selecting a new trustee, there will be no
preference given to homeowners residing in
either Bloomingdale East or West. The board
would, however, like to see all areas of the com-
munity represented during its effort to fill the
seat.

For more information. about the Blooming-
dale Special Taxing District, log on to www.
bloomingdalegazette.com; e-mail bloomingdale.
district@verizon.net; or call (813) 684-6667.

SAY YOU SAWIT IN THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

—PERSONAL, CARING ATMOSPHERE )
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B Cure Dediatrics

¢ Most Insurance Accepted

* Routine Checkups

e Vaccinations

* Sick Visits & Follow-up Care

Your child will feel at ease in our town themed rooms

(813) 657-7337

FishHawk Office Park

16637 FishHawk Blvd., Suite 101 ® Lithia

(Behind Taco Bell)
www.premiercarepeds.com

HYLL KULLA, Realtor®
“Your Hyll's borough Realtor”
Office 813-684-9500
Cell 813-767-2113
¢ hylkulla@kw.com - www.hylkulla.com
Gy 11603 HAMMOCKS GLADE DR.

BLOOMI
LAW

NGDALE

ENFORCEMENT

Sheriff’s Office Programs

Open To Residents

1 Special
training and
information help
reduce crime,
keep homes and

businesses secure.

By PETE MAURER
Bloomingdale Community

. Resource Deputy ~

In last month’s Bloomingdale
Gazette, I mentioned some of
the special programs offered by
the Hillsborough County Sher-
iff’s Office to help deter crime
and improve safety and security
in our communities. The par-
ticipation of residents is key to
making these programs work.
 The special programs offer
residents opportunities to get
involved with and learn more
about the many missions of the
sheriff’s office. They also offer
an opportunity to obtain critical
information on how to improve
personal, home and business
safety and security.

The following sheriff’s office
programs have been effectively
utilized in the Bloomingdale
area. For more information on
these and other. programs visit

If You Know Of Anyone Interested |
In Buying Or Selling A Home |

In Your Neighborhood, Please ‘
Give Me A Call Today! |

FREE - NO OBLIGATION MARKET
ANALYSIS on your home.

11407 COCONUT ISLAND DR. |

the HCSO Web site at www.
heso.tampa.flus or call (813)
247-8000.

Citizen’s Academy
This  pro-active  program
offers qualified residents the
chance to attend classes con-

ducted by HCSO deputies and |

detectives.

Students learn first-hand
about the many missions of the
sheriff’s office. It includes visits
to the county jail and HCSO
training site.

Several members of the
Bloomingdale Area Commu-
nity Council have completed the
training. Their experiences and
information gained have allowed
them to assist in making Bloom-
ingdale safer and more secure.

Reserve Il Deputies

This is an intense program in
which students complete both
in-class and hands-on training
in the many tasks that all HCSO
deputies must be proficient in.

Upon graduation, Reserve 11
deputies are qualified to work
with full-time deputies, provid-
ing an invaluable service to the

See LAW, Page 18

$284,900
Rivercrest Community

10-E0EEE02000

B

$197,900

_ Rivercrest Community
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FLORIDA STRAWBERRY

FESTIVAL

MARCH 1-11, 2007 — PLANT CITY, FL

2007 CONCERT SCHEDULE

p.m,

Date 4:00 p.m. 7:30
Thurs, Mar 1 George Jones Clint Black Senior Citizens’ Day
Fri, Mar 2 *Nashville Legends Gretchen Wilson Pepsi Day
: Moonlight Magic Night
Sat, Mar 3 Mark Lowry Casting Crowns Kids Day — Youth Parade
Sun, Mar 4 Joe Nichols Martina McBride Family Day
Mon, Mar 5 Lee Greenwood LeAnn Rimes Grand Parade Day
Tue, Mar 6 Ray Price Randy Travis Ride-a-Thon Day
Wed, Mar 7 . Little Richard Kenny Rogers Ride-a-Thon Day
Thurs, Mar 8  Oak Ridge Boys Oak Ridge Boys Senior Citizens' Day
_ Ride-a-Thon Day
Fri, Mar 9 John Anderson Big & Rich/Cowboy Troy  The Tampa Tribune Day
Moonlight Magic Night
Sat, Mar 10 Bellamy Brothers Hootie & The Blowfish Youth in Agriculture Day
Sun, Mar 11-. - Josh Turner . Montgomery Gentry Family Day

*Nashville Legends are Barbara Fairchild & Bill Anderson

Do U el s LA el g (S o T

FrlMarZ G'roupo Los Nénés - 7:30 pm
Fri, Mar 9
Sat, Mar 10

until 10 p.m. ONE DAY ONLY!
The Florida Opry® 7:30 p.m.- 10 p.m. ONE DAY ONLY!
Rev. Arthur Jones and The Bible-Based Fellowship Church Cathedral Chair;

7:30 p.m. - 10 p.m. ONE DAY ONLY!

FESTIVAL FAVORITES

Dennis Lee

Stars of the Peking Acrobats®
Southern Star Bluegrass Band
Boards, Bikes & Blades
Robinson's Paddling Porkers
Granpa Cratchet

Runa Pacha

Vocal Trash

MIDWAY HIGHLIGHTS

Thurs, Mar 1

Fri, Mar 2 Moonlight Magic - $20 - 1

Sat, Mar 3 Rides reduced till 4 p.m.

Sun, Mar 4 Midway open at 10 a.m.

Mon, Mar 5 Ride-A-Thon - $17 - 10 a.m.-11 p.m.
Tue-Thur, Mar 6-8  Ride-A-Thon $17 - 3-11 p.m.

Fri, Mar 9 The Tampa Tribune Day - $2 off Fun-Pack

Ride Coupon Book 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Moonlight Magic - $20 - 1-

Sat-Sun, Mar 10-11 Midway open at 10 a.m.

Ride-A-Thon - $17 - 3-11 p.m.

| SENIOR CITIZENS’ DAYS
. Thurs, Mar 1

Jimmy Sturr & Orchestra
10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Thurs, Mar 8

“Boots" Randolph Group
10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

KiDs
THRU HIGH
ScHooL

GET IN

FREE

SATURDAY,
MARCH 3!

RIDE-A-THON

$17

MOONLIGHT MAGIC

$20

1 p.m.-3 a.m.

1 p.m.-3 a.m.

SPONSORS

PEPSI
s

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION:
WWW.FLSTRAWBERRYFESTIVAL.COM

Info: 813-752-9194
Ticket Office: 813-754-1996 or 813-754-2190

Frorm

help?

THE -
TAMPA ¢ (TROw!
TRIBUNE “&/

LiFEL PRINTER ALy, LA B et

painters o pluMmibers, fimd

the help vou need each week in
the Busimess & Service Directory im

foday's Classifled seclion.

0001986432-01

EXCHANGE

Photo courtesy of the Kahn family
Diana, an exchange student from Iceland who stayed with the Kahns
in 1998, bonds with her “American little sisters” Jamie and Jen Kahn.

From page 5
ning in three different directions
with their own children when
they hosted their first exchange
student ini 1998.

“It’s a huge commitment; but
after awhile everyone adjusts and
it works out great.”

According to the Center for
Cultural Exchange, students in
the' program are academically
strong, proficient in English and
eager to experience American
life. The students’ parents pro-

spending money for the kids.

The students can be matched
to host families with similar
interests. Many are talented in
music, art, dance, sports, com-
puters and more. In addition to
the 10-month exchange pro-
gram, families are also needed to
host students for a five-mont[
session, from January to May.

For information, call Kahn
at (813) 571-0784 or e-mail

vide full insurance coverage and  beahost@bigfoot.com.
Fram page I/
sheriff’s office and the commu- Church Watch

nity.

Several Bloomingdale resi-
dents have completed this pro-
gram and serve in our area.

Business Watch

‘"Through this program, busi-
ness owners learn first-hand
from HCSO deputies what it
takes to keep their businesses
safe and secure. The personal
contact with the deputies that
patrol their community is a very
important part of the program.

Many Bloomingdale resi-
dents are also business owners
and the information gained in
this program has proven to be
important in keeping their busi-
nesses secure.

This program offers training
on how to protect the buildings
and property associated with
churches and houses of worship, .
which, just like businesses, are
subject to crime and vandalism.

Neighborhood Watch

One of the well-known pro-
grams, Neighborhood Watch
works with residents to train and
assist them in building an effec-
tive security program for their
communities.

The program has proven to be

effective in reducing neighbory

hood crime, in turn improving
safety and security, as well the
overall well-being of residents.

SAY YOU SAWIT IN
THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE
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COMMISSIONER
From page 6

‘I ride HARTline once a
week, on the park-and-ride
express route. It's a very nice
experience. The great thing
~hout the bus system is ... we've
i the rubber and we've got the
road. We just need to get more
people on the busses. Before the
public will get on the rail, they've

got to get on the bus.”

Bloomingdale board member
Geotge May inquired about the
proposed widenings of Lithia-
Pinecrest Road, Bell Shoals Road:
and Parsons Avenue. He criti-
cized Boyette Springs residents’
recent request to take developer
funds earmarked to four-lane
Bell Shoals Road and instead use
them to six-lane Boyette Road.
Boyette is currently undergo-
ing a four-lane widening project
paid for by the county.

“Rather than trying to rob
Peter to pay Paul, let’s all work
together. All of us (in district
four) have needs,” May said.

The commissioner said he
planned to gather history and
details about the issues brought

,his attention. He intends to

et again at a later date with
the Bloomingdale group. AR

“I'd like to come back to you - ..
with some ideas about how I can . |
help you.I want to make sure we LAURA FRAZIER/Staff photo
didn't just have a visit and nice County Commissioner Al Higginbotham, right of center, pictured with BHA representatives Pam Liguori, left, Stan Lee, Ted Grable, Lydia Harrod
ride today.” and George May.

’
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* BRUSHED STEEL » CHROME = NRIOHT BRASS « ROBULN STONE » WISE » FAUSINLD ALUMORIM « MATTE BLACK » TEXTURED WHITE mmwmmumulﬂummmms

Don’t List Your Home for 6 or 7%! Thousands of Styles!
We take care of every aspect of the transaction! N

Flat Fee Comniission LOW PRICE FANS'

2 499 i z" 5 Bid Fan 1959

Paid at Closin 92 Pnrch an $89.99 | -
£ 52" 5 Finishes $99.99
* Regardless of Sale Price 52" Hi Performance m
* We market, show and E MODELS SHOWN NOT PRICED HERE

pre-qualify prospective buyers. |

* We also handle all the paperwork
and negotiations for one low fee.

: ﬂﬂlﬂ' Wﬂﬁ'}’ FANS FWNVEIJ’ Ii' VEARS! €
@MU [ TIPLE CHOICE REALTY

E Mcm tam_80 srnnssﬁﬂu.!.w!

"America’s Lar ast Inde Bndent[:eilin Fan Retaller'“

' ] ODOD BRANDO : AND 246
' . 813-413-8501 ] | “-g : § °,685-6130 688-326 2 HE
i www.multiplechoicerealty.net | JAYS A P 0 ARWATER  PT.RIC R OCALA
‘ ESIMLS. *Comimnissions.are negotiable & not set by liny 0002023635-01 | - V . 6b-81Y , Y o , 84 6 816-970 02008
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THE
CHADDERTON
@ R!%V'U B

3626 Erindale Dr. = Valrico Ray Chadderton Linda enco Becky Jordan
813-699-1500 601-0597. 699-1500 690-1157

EXCEEDING YOUR_EXPE_ A IONS'

'~ 3BD/3.5BA + DEN " 4BD/3 5BA+DEN+  4BD/3.5BA +1BD/1BA  4BD/3BA + DEN +
BONUS ROOM $674,900 BONUS ROOM $579,990 GUEST QUARTERS $519,900 POOL $449,800
Lush .99 acre lot in gated “Eagle Watch” Commu- ~ Furnished model on %2 acre with $50 000  Huge scr. pool home on 1.27 acres in Lush 1/3 acre fenced lotin gated
nity with boat ramp, dock and access to Alafia River. Buyer Assistance Program. ° desirable |nd|an Hills. Cambridge Cove with 3-car garage in meficulous condition.
4BD/3BA PLUS DEN 4BD3BA + DEN + GOLF 4BD/3BA PLUS DEN 4BD/3BA/3 CAR GARAGE
$399,900 _COURSE FRONTAGE $396,800 $369,900 $329,900
Screened Pool/spa home in Gated Screened pool home overlooking the 8th  Great screened pool home with updated  Super 3-way split screened pool home on
Golf Course Community. _green of he Blmingdate Golf Course. kltchen and no rear nelghors in Th rees _a quiet cul-de- S"E,"l The Greens.
4BD/2BA PLUS DEN  3BD/2BA PLUSDEN  4BD/2.5BA POOL | 3BD/2 5BA GATED
$279,800 $259,800 HOME! $254,900 TOWNHOME $236,900
Desirable Gated River Hills Golf & Country Screened patio overlookrng lush Family room with fireplace &fenced - $30kin upgrades, over 1,700 sq. ft.,
Club location on huge conservation area lot. conservation area in Frshhawk Ranch treed lot in Bloomingdale West. 2-car garage and aII appllances
. . - J - T . : 2 il |
T, - N PN oy . . &:/)')
4BDIZBA FURNISHED 4BD/2BA AWESOME 3BDIZBA SCREENED 5 fé-Bb/2BA MOVE-IN
MODEL $225,800 HOME $229,000  POOL & POND $222,800  READY! $199,900 ;
Professionally decorated & loaed with upgrades. Quali-  Great room with fireplace & lush mani- Fish from your own backyard! Freshly painted, screened patio. Fenced lot 2
fies for First Time Home Blyers Assistance Program. . “cured lot in Bloomingdale Schoo! District! Family room & formal rooms. & “Oakerest” of Bloomingdale location. %

www.ChaddertonGroup.com
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