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Hillsborough County School Board Dis-
trict IV chairwoman Jennifer Faliero out-
lines the currengsearch for a new schools
superintendent. Public comments and
questions are welcomed.
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A recently revamped
business caters to
young ladies, offering
theme parties,
makeover sessions and
girly gifts
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LAURA FRAZIER/Photo
Hard work and stellar GPAs put Valerie Torge, valedictorian, and Dennis Rankin, salutatorian, at the top of Bloomingdale Senior High School’s
Class of 2005. The duo, among 468 Bloomingdale seniors graduating this year, will take the stage at the University of South Florida Sun Dome
May 25. See story, Page 4.

B L 0.0 M

NEIGHBORHOOD I'?MPROVI‘-ZME'NT + PAGE 2

Bloomingdale High
School student volun-
teer Elisabeth Casto
does her best to keep
up with a fast-grow-
ing load of reusable
items dropped off for
the Salvation Army at
the April cleanup.
More volunteers are
needed for the May
14 Cleanup Day.

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo
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Volunteers, County
Spring For 2nd
Cleanup May 14

I MPROVEMENT

 APRILEVENT
EXCEEDED CAPACITY

BYLAURA FRAZIER
Editor

Due to the unprecedented,
overwhelming response to the
BHAs April 9 Community
Cleanup Day, a second spring
cleanup is set for this month.

The nonprofit, all-volunteer
organization will hold another
cleanup day Saturday, May 14
from 9 am. to 3 p.m. The col-
lection site is at the County
Parks Maintenance facility on
Natures Way-near Alafia Ele-
mentary School.

The Aprl 9 event was
scheduled to run untl 3 p.m.
But by 11:30 a.m., all six roll-
off dumpsters at the site were
filled to capacity with mattress-

es, appliances, non-commer-,

cial construction debris and
more. Even before the site
officially opened at 9 a.m., a
steady stream of residents

* dropped off an unprecedent-

See CLEANUP, Page 14

from 7:30 2.m. to 5:30

County Collection
Sites Open Five
Days A Week

Staff Report
Hillsborough County
operates five Community
Collection Centers where
residential customers can

deliver their own solid
waste for free every Mon-
day through Saturday

p-m. Customers must Above, Blooming-

show a copy of their dale High School
property tax bill plus one student volunteer
: X e Raquel Casto, Elis:
ff)rm of photo idendfica T s
uon. : Drew Mery organ-
For maps and direc- ™| ize items dropped
tions, and details about off for charities af
the types of trash they e at e ea
allow (acceptable items end of the April 9
vary among sites) log on cleanup, BHA vol-
o W “'b‘““ming_‘ membret:afﬁm th
dalegazette.coms Or, call left, Ken Pyse,
the Alderman Ford site, Steve Heckel, .Ton
757-3820 or the South iolosa and Lydia
_ : : Harrod, discuss -
County site, 671-7611. how to make the
next cleanup run
more smoothly.:

Summer 18
Camp 2005 . ;

SCHOOL OF QUALITY LEARNING
657-6200 = 4321 Lynx Paw Trail in Valrico

EI‘I] Oy and Iearn Land, Arabian Nights, Pirate Cruise & Fantasy of Flight.
" We'll b loring the parks at Fort DeS
from Kidstown, USA it somea cener.
themed cury iCU|um ! * Pottery and Mad Science. Select activities including
This Summer is packed full of fun at Kids R Kids

Call to reserve your space TODAY!
Open: Monday-Friday 6am to 6:30pm  Located Across From Lithia Springs Elementary

We have field trips going to Devil Ray games, Gator

Plus Golf, Karate, Tennis, Dance, Sprouts /f‘

Swimming, Basketball and more.

Limited Space Available ¢ Lic#CHC 431024 e
www.kidsrkids.com .o il

MYPRO GOLF SCHOOLS

FUNDAMENTALS & ACTIVITIES « SNACKS & FUN!
Enroll Now by Calling 655—GOLF (4653) ext. 13 or Kids R Kids

Including: 15-Hours of Golf Instruction, Range Balls, Green Fees, Supervision, Transportation, Daily Lunch (Full-Day Program Only)
‘Hosted at River Hills Country Club CALL 655-GOLF (4653) ext. 13 « EMAIL mypro@ulearngolf.com
WWW.ULEARNGOLF.COM - Private Lessons e Clinics  Equipment Evaluation

.. 453675
:
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Time for a

Smile Overhaul

By Jackie Rowe

Meet Carol Hastings of Tampa,
Florida, who had been making
regular trips to her dentist in
Brandon for a myriad of prob-
lems. She liked her dentist just
fine but she was gettmg tired of-
going back over and over again.
She thought it might be easier to
have an overhaul than to con-
tinue doing what she was doing.

She also knew there was a
better solution because she had
seen the smile makeovers on the
hit television shows The Swan

and Extreme Makeover. She be-

gan to think she should look into
who could do that kind of work
around here.

Carol had gone back to work a
couple of years ago and was com-
muting to Brandon five days a
week. On one of her lunch breaks
she happened to see an ad in the
The Brandon News & Shopper
for a cosmetic dentist. The ad
touted the miracle of the smile
makeover and the credentials
of the dental team who could
perform it. According to the ad,
this dentist, Dr. Scott Arnold of
Arnold Dentistry in Brandon,
was trained at one of the most
prestigious cosmetic dental insti-
tutes in America, the Las Vegas
Institute for Advanced Dental
Studies.

Carol made an appointment
for a complimentary consulta-
tion. Her first impression was...
wow! “The office is beautiful,”
said Carol. “I knew this wasn’t
any ordinary dental office; es-
pecially because the people that
work there were so friendly and
happy, and there was no pres-
sure to do anything I wasn’t
comfortable with.”

“Meeting the doctor was the
clincher though,” continued
Carol, “He is awesome. Dr. Ar-
nold was very nice and explained
what was going on with my teeth
and gave me several options for

treatment.”
452876

Dr. Arnold explained, “Carol
required what we call a complete
smile makeover. She needed
some of her old dentistry re-
placed, lower teeth whitened and
ten porcelain veneers onher up-
per teeth in what we
refer to as the smile -
zone.”

“I didn’t know it
when I went in but
you actually have to
choose the type of
smile you want,” said
Carol. “Many people
walk into Arnold -

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Dentistry. Many of us
had a great smile when
we were teenagers, but
life takes its toll on our
teeth. Aging causes us
to wear them down. Our

Dentistry with a
picture from a magazine and
say...this is the smile I want. The
ladies in the office have a book of
smiles to choose from; however,
I still had a hard time knowing
which ene-would be right-for me.”
She continued, “Dr. Arnold
helped find the perfect smile for
me. He was like an artist. He
looked me over carefully: he had
me smile, not smile, he looked at
me close up and then he stepped
back. He considered the size,

- shape and color of my teeth. Fi-

nally he said, ‘I think you would
look best with a youthful Holly-
wood smile.’ I took his word for it
and I look great! Thank you Dr.
Arnold.

- And one of the amazing things
about Arnold Dentistry’s treat-
ment,” said Carol, “is how pain-
free it was. I couldn’t believe it. I
have always taken something to
help me get through my dental
visits, now I joke that I am a
drug-free patient. I recommend
Arnold Dentlstry to everyone I -
meet.”

“Carol is one of the most viva-
cious people I have ever met,”
said Dr. Arnold. “I cannot express
the confidence and new outlook
on life her beautiful new smile
has brought her.”

Carol’s story is almost com-
monplace for the team at Arnold

teeth get shorter and
discolored. Often, they crack,
chip and break. They can become
“more crooked and spaces can
develop or get larger. If we have
the old amalgam silver fillings,
chances are, the teeth will crack
and break apart some day.
With today’s dental technol-
ogy we can have a renewed
‘smile. Crooked teeth can be
straightened, stained teeth can
be whitened, chipped or broken
teeth can be repaired and miss-
ing teeth can be replaced. We can
look and feel younger. We can ac-
tually have a smile that is better
than Mother Nature gave us and
many times the smile makeover
can be done in just two visits!

Dr. Arnold takes great pride in
delivering personalized care
to his clients, utilizing the
newest technology to deliver
the highest quality. For

more information please
call (813) 689-1529.

4320 Bell Shoals Road
Valrico, Florida

S"‘f’f ' RNOLD

*Dentistry

C mearmble F amily Dentistry

www.ExceptionalCosmeticDentistrv.com
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Long:time Friends To Share Stage At Graduation

TORGE, RANKIN RULE
CLASS OF 2005

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

They’ve shared the same social circle,
academic classes and extracutricular
activiies many times over the past four
years. -

And on May 25, Valerie Torge and
Dennis Rankin will share the stage at the
University of South Florida Sun Dome
as Bloomingdale Senior High School’s
Class of 2005 valedictorian and saluta-
totian.

Torge and Rankin, both advanced
placement course classmates and active
members of the Bloomingdale Rajun’
Bulls Band, National Honor Society,
LEO Service Club and Senior Steering,
staged a friendly behind-the-scenes
competition of sorts for the class’s top
grade point average.

With their GPA’ nail-bitingly close in
the first quarter of the school year, both
students quietly — and unbeknownst to
each other — turned to Florida Virtual

School to boost their scores. Florida
Virtual offers online, accredited courses
students can take at home in addition to
traditional school classes.

Torge emerged as valedictorian, with
a 6.24 GPA. Rankin’s close second, a
6.16 GPA, earned him the honot of
salutatorian.

Torge said she somechow managed to

“-make all A’ and B’s her freshman year

at, Bloomingdale, and just decided to
keepethe ball rolling. She acknowledged
it was a lot of hard work but said she
really enjoyed setting and achieving her
academic goals.

“After freshman year I just decided to
keep trying my best, and my parents and
my whole family just kept encouraging
me to do the best I could,” she said.

Rankin always expected to be in the
top 10. When the competition heated
up, he really gave it a go for the top spot,
but is more than honored to serve as
salutatorian.

“No matter where I placed, what I
really wanted to do is get up there (at
graduation) and make a speech,” Rankin
said.

“Bven if I dida’t make it to salutatori-
an, I was brainstorming for ways to get
up on that stage. I was thinking I might
propose that the band captain, or the
president of the National Honor Soci-
ety (both positions Rankin holds) really
should be able to speak on graduation
day,” he said:

But as salutatorian, the honor to
address his fellow classmates on gradu-
ation day is now all Rankin’s. i

On May 25, Torge will stand at the
head of the class, with Rankin by her
side, like it’s been so many times
throughout their high school career.

Both students pledged their loyalty
to their alma mater and said they’ll miss
everything about Bloomingdale, espe-
cially their friends and the countless
teachers they both praised.

Torge said there are so many ways for
all kinds of people to get involved in
student life at Bloomingdale.

Rankin said, like New York City,
“Everything (at Bloomingdale) is very
vibrant and exciting.” !

This fall, the duo will go their sepa-
rate ways, along with 466 other seniors

Hillsborough Schools Garnered
Financial Management Award

The Florida Board of Education awarded the -
School District of Hillsborough County the
Seal of Best Financial Management on April 19
in Tallahassee. Hillsborough Schools Superin-
tendent Earl Lennard said the district enacted
the 38 action plans recommended by the Of-
fice of Program Policy Analysis and Govern-

taxpayers $35 million over five years. Pictured
left to right are Phil Handy, chairman, State

Hillsborough County School Board; Dr. Earl
Lennard, superintendent, School District of
Hillsborough County; and John Winn, commis-
sioner, Florida Department of Education.

ment Accountability in 2002, effectively saving

Board of Education; Candy Olson, chairwoman,

tendent.

graduating from Bloomingdale this year.

Torge will attend the University of
Florida, where she plans to major in
business and Spanish. Rankin will
attend the University of Notre Dame,
where he plans to major in mathemat-
ics. '

Looking 10 years into the future,
Torge envisions herself with a family
and a good career, and a balance
between both.

Rankin; the oldest of five siblings,
sees himself married, “with a good head
start on the 30 or so children that I'd like
to have.” X

“I want to be happy by then, with a
family and a cateer that keeps me busy
and on my toes. I want to enjoy waking
up every day.”

A popular country music song in
which a man returning home from work
describes the view he loves the most —
the outside through-the-window sight
of his wife and children safe and happy
inside the house — fuels Rankin’s hopes
for the future.

Ten years from now, he said, “T'd like
to be on the front porch looking in.”

County School Board Seeks
Superintendent, Public Input

RECRUITMENT PERIOD
ENDS MAY 12

By JENNIFER FALIERO
Hillsborough County School Board

The Hillsborough County
School Board has launched a
nationwide search to replace
Dz. Earl Lennard, the school
district’s out-going superin-

tendent for nine years.

Hiring a new superintendent
is one of the most important
decisions the school board can
make. Who will lead our school
district? Throughout the cut-
rent recruitment and hiring
process, many ctitical factors
— including public comments
and questions — are under
consideration by the school
board.

Lennard will retire June 30
after serving as district superin-

See FALIERO, Page 15
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. winners were first-

‘Kelsey Edwards. Each re-

Pirates Invade
Alafia Elementary

Paulina Dabrowski,
Michaela King and Olivia
Dabrowski had a blast on
the dance floor recently
at Alafia Elementary’s
second annual Gasparilla
Dance. Katheryn Bryant,
PTA special events chair-
woman, acted as D). Best-
dressed costume contest

graders Chris and Thomas
Zamanis and third-grader

ceived a Barnes & Noble
gift certificate.

LESLIE WHITE/Photo
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The Art_

Parker S Lavm
- & Landscaping

Serving Bloomingdale for over.6 years

]

MONTHLY RATES - NO CONTRACTS

Services Include
* Lawn - * Tree Trimming
‘Maintenance  * Planting
* Mulching *Sod Laying
* Fertilizing * Weed Killing
Call Jeff for Free Estimate

Lithia Office 737-6707 e Cell 503-2828

442193
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Schools Beef Up Security
To Address Safety Concerns

- NEW FENCE
INSTALLED AT CIMINO

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

In light of the recent
tragedies involving child safety
in and around Hillsborough
County, Bloomingdale’s ele-
mentary schools are doing all
they can to keep students safe
and parents at ease.

Alafia and Cimino Elemen-
tary School administrators are
diligently enforcing safety
guidelines that were already in
place, and are beefing up

efforts to ensure safe, ordetly

and caring school environ-
ments.

Students throughout Hllls—
borough County are being
encouragéd more than ever to
walk or bike to school in
groups.

Alafia Elementary now
requires parents to sign in as
visitors to accompany tardy
children to their classrooms.

At Cimino, an extended pri-
vate drive leading up to the
school is now being outfitted
with a roadside gate and a fence
leading halfway up the drive-
way.

See SAFETY, Page 13

LAMINATE
SPECIAL!

Whole House

%4,800%

uplo1 000sqft

Kim

Valid with coupon only. Mertion coupon
source when calling for FREE in-home
estimate. Exp. 5-15-05 TT

g i

LAMINATE  HARDWOOD
VINYL e TILE ¢ CARPET

MOHAWK' [l PERGO

 REAL WOOD
FLOORING SPECIAL!

$599

Rioah i

i Valid with coupon only. Mention coupon
: source when calling for FREE in-home

estimate. Exp. 5-15-05 TT

LAMINATE
DEAL!

3 Rooms

$1,999%

up to 400 sq ft

Rim

Valid with coupon only. Mention coupon
source when calling for FREE in-home
estimate. Exp. 5-15-05 TT

FREE CARPET
PADDING!

With Any
Carpet Purchase

Valid with coupon only. Mention coupon

source when calling for FREE in-home
estimate. Exp. 5-15-05 TT

452749
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Park Improvements Progressing Nicel)

NEXT UP: NEW
LANDSCAPING, RESTROOMS

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

Three-year old Julianne Lee

recently learned to ride her bike at -
Bloomingdale East Park on Natures

Way.

Julianne’s mother, Tracie Lee, sald
the wide, winding sidewalks installed
last month at the park provide the
perfect bike trail for preschoolers.

“The new sidewalks are nice and
wide so there’s room for error, and
now there’s one continuous loop
that passes right by the benches
where the moms like to sit in the
shade.”

Now when Julianne tides her bike

- at the park, Lee said, “It’s nice

because I can just let her go and still
keep an eye on het”

The sidewalk improvements are
just part of an ongoing $200,000
project to upgrade the recreation
facilities — and the appearance —

. of the park.

Earlier this yeat, the parks depart-
ment kicked off the improvements
by repainting the handball court,
replacing the water fountain and
adding some landscaping and sod.

Last month, the parking lot was

reconfigured and resurfaced, new’

basketball stanchions were installed
and the court was resurfaced. New
play equipment and swings were
added, and the playground areas
were freshly mulched and bordered.
A new park sign was set for éelnrcry

‘the last week of April.

A new restroom building and
major landscaping project are in the
works.

Bloomingdale = Homeowners

Association volunteers are working

closely with the county’s patks
department staff to make improve-
ments to the facility.

In March, county staff said the
$8,000 landscaping budget was
approved for plants, shrubs, trees
and sod at the park, but additional
funds to hire a landscape architect
wete not available. BHA volunteers
in April agreed to roll up their
sleeves and work with county staff
to draft a plan of their own.

Project  manager  Rebecca
McGuite said, “If the homeowners
association can give us a general idea
of what they’d like to see planted,
working with our budget and coun-
ty-approved plants, we’ll work with
the contractor to get them
installed.” |

McGuite provided the home-
owners association with a site map
of the park and a list of droughtand
heat-tolerant plants to consider.

-BHA volunteers are expected to
meet with parks department offi-
cials sometime this month to begin
planning the new landscaping,

Other improvements under con-
sideration are a 20-by-20 picnic shel-
ter, new barbeque grills and ‘trash
cans, security lighting and additianal
picnic tables.

Send questions or comments
about this project to info@bloom-
ingdalegazette.com.

TAURA FRAZIER/Ph
= Above,&-year-uldsjulamleeandﬁnmtﬂomtonemoyﬁm
mmmm playground equipment, sidewalks and sand pile at Bloomingd:
East Park. Below, workers installed new basketball stanchions
If you are a Blooming- resurfaced the court last month at Bloomingdale East Park.
 dale resident with land-
scape architecture experi-
ence and would like to
assist Bloemmgdale
Homeowners Association
volunteers with plans to
- refurbish landscaping at
. Bloomingdale East Park,
please e-mail SR A
mfo@bloommg— iy
dalegazette.com or call
Laura, 643-2990.

40% Off

On Black Belt
Membership With
This Coupon

Master In W. Kim (7th Degree Black Belt)

* Former Korean Army Ranger Team Head Coach

* One of 100 world best instructors selected

by the world Tae Kwon Do Federation 2000

US.

Try Our Beginners Speci.
2 Weeks of Lessons
With FREE Uniform

Only $45 exp. byA:S‘/3'0/05
Men, Women & Children Ages 4 & Up

* Discipline ~ .
°® Respect
e Confidence

e Self Defense

Tae Kwon Do
Master Academy

Tae Kwon Do - Hap Ki Do

Master In W. Kim 5390()%,“"cIE >
A Passion of Martial Arts ]o_urn_ey since 197?_ § CALL -

e Behavior Control

* Adults Weight Control

COM PUTE REPAIR HOME OF COMPUTER CORNEF
ONSITE - HOME ‘or OFFICE

Certified for ALL Brands of PC! " ‘ {
Flat Rate Computer Repair <
NO HIDDEN FEES!
Honest, Reliable, No-Hassle Service
A+ Certified Technicians

VIRUS REMOVAL!
(813) 508-4378 e oo
Advanced MOblle Tech srreamo

Courteous, Prompt & Professional  www.advancedmobiletech.com

LICENSED = INSURED ¢ A+ CERTIFIED License #115¢

The paint for
people who
hate to paint.

Porter paints go on easier, cover better and last longer
than lesser quality paints. So the more often you use Porter,
the less often you have to paint.

Please Call

4360 Lithia Pinecrest Rd (across from Lithia Springs Elementar

657-2234

3519 Bell Shoals Rd. 'wa;mm|

M-F 9:00 am to 9:30 pm
Sat 8:00 am to 5:30 pm

| Bloomingdale N 684-2800
W  US. Tae _ Mon-Fri 7-5 « Sat 8-2
: Kwon Do 2 Serving Residential & Contractors
gz * 7 We Earn Our Stripes Every Day!™
i 4
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Brandon Bears Forced To
Tear Down Concession Stand

HELP NEEDED TO DRAW AND
FILE BLUEPRINTS, SITE PLAN

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

The Brandon Beats youth football league took
1 big hit recently when its board of directors was

- ordered by the county to tear down the conces-

4

sion stand at the league’s Providence Park prac-
tice field.

Bloomingdale resident Mike Laquerre, presi-
dent of the Bears’ board of directors, said,
“From what we understand, the concession
stand was not built to code, meaning it was ille-
gal to run it. We were told-to take it down, and
our new board has dismantled it.”

Tearing down the stand leaves the league at a
great disadvantage. Concession sales were a pti-
mary source of fundraising for the Bears, bring-
ing in up to $300 a night, five nights a week in

July, and three nights a week for the rest of the.

seasonn.

“The majority of kids and families here for
practice in the evening buy their dinner at the
concession stand,” Laquerre said.

The Bears want to put a concession stand in
an existing structure on the property, and acquire
a commercial permit to serve food. Professional
blueprints are required, along with proper

—sewage and septic construction.

Laquerre said the cost is estimated to be in the
thousands, and though the Bears are a non prof-
it youth league, county officials made it clear
there are no shortcuts.

“We want to do everything the right way, but
it’s going to be expensive, and we’te going to
need the community’s help.”

The league is looking for people in the con-
struction industry with the time and skills to help
the league get the ball rolling on the concession
stand project. ;

Laquerre and other board members will do
their part and share the workload to see the proj-
ect through to completion. They need someone
to help them draw up the blueprints and a pro-
fessional site plan to file with the county. In
exchange help, the Bears will provide free adver-
tising banners displayed at their games and a full
page ad in the 250 yeatbooks distributed to play-
ers and cheerleaders.

“We would mention their names at all our
games and let the community know what they’re
doing for us,” Laquerre said.

“They will definitely not go unnoticed.”

Since 1988, the Brandon Bears have offered a
positive, teamwork-building atmosphere for area
boys and girls through their football and cheer-
leading programs. To volunteer your skills or to

make 2 donation to help build a concession

stand, visit www.brandonbears.com.
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Photo Courtesy Of The Bloomingdale Bullets

Bullels Slugged (ompetition In Winter Haven

The Bloomingdale Bullets 8 and under baseball team won the Ama-
teur Athletic Union’s Slug-A-Rama Tournament in Winter Haven April
22-24. The team beat Largo’s West Florida Sluggers 9-2 in the semifi-
nals and beat the Apopka Rage 8-0 in the championship game. The
Bullets will compete in the AAU State Championship Tournament May
27-29 in Tampa. .

Used Book Sale At Boomingdale Library May 1

The Friends of the Bloomingdale Regional Public Library
will hold a used book and media sale at the Bloommgda.l

Avenue branch Saturday, May 21 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

A wide variety of gently used books are available, includ-
ing fiction, non-fiction, self-help and children’s books and
VGRtameaperba&sw:ﬂse]lﬁorE@cmw,hmdocmbooks-

for $1 each. VCRmpesarcSandz. Information: 635-1644,

48 :,gbe Cbardommy 4
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‘ THE TOAST OF THE TOWN '

A mew prestigious gated community in the heart of Brandon.
There are thirty-two luxury home sites in this
exclusive development for the executive with a taste
Jfor a distinctive home and a premium, location.

COME BY TO HEAR MORE:
¢ Custom Homes from *395,000 (including home site)
# Choose plans from our portfolio or let us custom create your perfect retreat
# 1/3to 1/2 acre home sites

Prices.subject to change .
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(813) 657-6800

3/4 mi. So. of Lumsden on Kings.
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BLOOMINGDALE

SUBSTATION NOTES

LAW

BACC REPORT

ENFORCEMENT

Community

Disbelief To Latest Tragedy

KEEP TABS ON KIDS,
TEENS THIS SUMMER

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER

Totally unbelievable.

We just cannot believe that
another young gitl, now right
here in our own county, was
abducted and killed. It is just
too much, too soon for us all.

Sheriff David Gee and
Hillsborough County deputies,
along with hundreds of other
law enforcement officers and
volunteers, wete given the dif-
ficult task of searching long
and hard for the young gitl
missing from Ruskin.

Again, the long hours of
searching, waiting and praying
ended in the news that her
young lifeless body had been
found. The heartless man who
confessed to committing the
most heinous of crimes is now
in the custody of law enforce-
ment.

We must emphasize to pat-
ents that this is not just anoth-
er news item. The subject of
child abduction is a very real,
hatd fact of life that we all
must face, even more impos-
tant now since school will be
out this month. Our kids will
be all over the place. Steps
must be taken to protect them.

Parents, be sure know where
your children are at all times.
Talk with your teens, especially
those who will be hanging
around malls and other open
areas. Be absolutely sure chil-
dren left home alone know

- paranoid, but as we can see
" from the most recent cases,

Reacts With

what to do to stay safe. Chil-
dten playing at our parks and
playgrounds must be extra
cautious too.

We do not need to become

simple mistakes — like leaving
children home alone with
known ctiminals in the area,
and not really knowing your
neighbors — can become very
costly. We must do all we can
to protect those we love.

Parents, take the time now
to sit down and calmly and

carefully explain to your chil-
dren, boys and gitls, how
important it is to be aware of
their surroundings, to be cau-
tious of strangers and to know
what to do if someone
approaches them of tties to
abduct them.

Make good use of the many
groups in our community
involved in helping prepare
both parents and children for
unforeseen dangers. YMCAs
are offering special classes in
self-defense. Many Web sites
contain excellent information
on personal safety.

We can live safely in this
unpredictable world, but only
when we take the time to get”
informed and take the precau-
tons we need to take.

One important precaution is

ingdale, Brandon and Fish Hawk residents.

.
HARTline Fast Facts

HARTline wants input from Bloomingdale residents
about how to improve and expand its public transportation
‘system. Take the online survey at www.hartline.org.

Every route now has two to three buses with three sepa-
rate departure times each.

Current transit times ayerage one-and-a-half to two hours.

The federal government covers the costs for active duty
and civil service workers to use the HARTIine system.

Each route currently averages 80 to 100 riders with more

having your child fingerprint- growth anticipated due to rising fuel costs.
ed. This service is offered Each route includes several stops at MacDill AFB.
through the sheriff’s office Plans are underway to include stops in the FishHawk area.

Bikers may use buses with dedicated space for bikes.

and other groups. For infor-
Special allowances for retirees are being considered.

See MAURER, Page 13

24 HR
SERVICE

ASK FOR

LIC #15011

COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL

KEITH OR LUKE

OFFICE
1-813-737-9575

CALL US
AT

1-813-763-5090
1-321-593-2845

INSURANCE #18988 - 451473

Conservative Care...

CROSS CHIROPRACTIC

> 71 '7000 901 Lithia Pinecrest at Gold’s Gym

MACKAUSTIN/Phot

HARTIline representative Robert Trout, at left, and community council member Norbert Gobin, a Bloomingdale resi
dent and MacDill worker, discuss the important transportation study currently being conducted to survey Bloom-

Military Personnel Need Better
Bus Service To MacDill AFB

RESIDENTS ASKED TO
SUBMIT ONLINE SURVE

By MACKAUSTIN
Correspondent

The Bloomingdale Ar
Community Council is active
supporting a special transport
tion project in progtess by tl
Hillsborough Area Regior
Transit Authority, known
HARTIine.

HARTIine is in the proce
of evaluating both current as
proposed bus routes throug
out Hillsborough Coun
Through a series of surve:
HARTIline is gathering inp
from all wotkers who travel
MacDill.

MacDill workers and t
general public — particula
those traveling to MacDill frc
the communities of Bloomir
dale and FishHawk Ranch
are now encouraged to subr

See BACC, Pag

Extraordinary Results

Chiropractic
Acupuncture
Massage

I 'G:_l.:«‘.:.'ﬂ-x&d
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BSTD REPORT

SPECIAL

www.bloomingdalegazette.com ¢ MAY 2005 ¢ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE « 9

TAXING

DISTRICT

Taxing District Budget, Landscaping Plans On Table
Bloomingdale Oaks Taxing District Needs Volunteers

ALL MEETINGS
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

The Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District “board - of
trustees meets 7 p.m. on the
second Monday each month at
the Bloomingdale Community
Office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road.
Days and times for special
committee  meetings
announced in the Gazette and
on www.bloomingdalegazette.-

are

com. All meetings are open to
the public. For more informa-
tion call 681-6667 or e-mail
bloomingdale.homeowners@v
erizon.net.

Budget Committee
Takes Plans To Board May 9
The BSTD Boatd of

Trustees held two meetings in
April to identify, prioritize and
budget for community mainte-
nance and improvements slat-
ed for the next fiscal yeat
(October 2005 through Sep-
tember 2006). The budget
committee-will take its recom-
mendations to the full taxing
district board May 9 for discus-
sion. The budget will be final-
ized at the boards June 13
meeting. All meetings are open
to the public; interested

Bloomingdale residents are
invited to attend.

SERVES 184 RESIDENCES

A Gazette Report
The Bloomingdale Oaks
Special Taxing District has
two seats open on its volun-
teer Board of Trustees,
The special taxing district
area includes 184 residences

in the Bloomingdale Oaks:

section, with entrances on

Bloomingdale Avenue, across

the street from Bloomingdale
High.

Trustees meet for about an
hour once a month to budget
for, prioritize and oversee

Landscaping Committee
Meets May 23

The Landscaping Commit-
tee of the Bloomingdale Spe-
cial Taxing District will meet 7
p-m. on Monday, May 23 to dis-
cuss landscaping « improve-
ments planned for sections of
Bloomingdale East. Residents
with questions or suggestions
are invited to attend.

Minor Entryway Signs Painted

Minor entryway signs were
painted and/or repaired in
March and April at the follow-
ing intersections: Blooming-

Tasse

HOME DECORATIVE FABRIC & TRIM

[s

- Visit
E our
Clearance
Corner =

) Deoorarmgaxﬂ Waorkroom Servava&‘aNe | Dozens of rolls

1933 S.R. 60 E of fabric
Cor[:lver of:) Valnsc}? Rd. &CHwy) 60 L pto P
- inn Lixie Oppll'lg enter
651.9010 0% ol

Are you tired of carrying, %m
or lugging your recycle bins back and
forth from the house to the curb? Do
you want less clutter in your garage or
carport? Want an easy way to help your
local recycling program?

The answer is:

RECYCLECARTS INC.

=

o

- Stop Dragging Those Bins!

RECYCLECARTS INC.

“We make it easy to Recycle”, FI'CC
gy Delivery

Patent Pending

For information or order go to: www.recyclecarts.com
In Hillsborough Co. 643-7515 « 800-299-2181

453676

maintenance of the neighbor-
hood’s entryways and com-
Mmon areas.

Board members, all volun-
teer residents of Blooming-
dale Oaks, work with funds
collected by Hillsborough
County on each homeowner’s
annual property tax bill.

President Bill Grace said
the group would like more
input from its residents about
issues such as landscaping,
signage, lighting and general
maintenance.

The group meets 7:30 p.m.
on the second Monday of

field at Canoga Park; Natures
Way at Holleman, Polumbo,
Callista, Moondale, River
Crossing Drive, Oak River Cir-
cle and River Close; Culbreath
Road at Allwood, Groveway,
Golf Manor, Culbreath Court
Cove, Delamere and Needham;
Erindale Drive at Culbreath,
Windéll, Gotham and Wren-

crest.

March 2005 /
Financial Report Approved

Vince Fertaro of Ferraro,
Higginbotham & Hayes pre-
sented the financial reports for

each month at 3419 Cade
Lane. Meetings are open to all
Bloomingdale Oaks residents.
For information, contact
Grace, 685-2817.

Editor’s note: The Bloom-
ingdale Oaks Special Taxing
District is not part of the larg-
er Bloomingdale Special Tax-
ing District area, which
includes about 4,500 Bloom-
ingdale residences. For infor-
mation about the Blooming-
dale Special Taxing District,
call 684-6667 or log on to
www.bloomingdalegazette.- -
com.

March 2005. Balance sheet for
February shows cash on hand
in Am-South Bank at the end
of the month was $468,549.
Some expenditures noted were
$806 for storage facility rental,
$1,026 for insurance, $14,845
for fertlization, $3,755 for acci-
dent site repairs, $1,252 for irti-
gation supply parts. -

Board Questions
River Crossing Estates Status

At the April BSTD meeting,
trustees questioned why the
River Crossing Estates section
is not part of the Bloomingdale

Special Taxing District area. It
was determined that original
plans for the section included a
Bell Shoals Road entrance, with
no through-street into Bloom-
ingdale. Some board members
telt since the section was devel-
oped with an intetior Bloom-
ingdale entrance (off River
Crossing Drive) homeowners
in that section share the com-
mon area property maintained
by the BSTD and should be
assessed accordingly.

The board will look into the
process to consider adding
River Crossing Estates to the
district. Bloomingdale’s special
tax assessed annually by the
Hillsborough County Property
Appraiser is $100 per home.

Property Manager Bagged
17 Sacks of Litter, Blue Bike

In March, property manager
Al Devney picked up 17 bags
of. trash, one blue bicycle, one
traffic cone, a hubcap, one
sweatshirt, two shirts and a tire,
The beverages of choice were
Diet Coke for soft drinks, Old
English 800 beer and Seagram’s
Extra Smooth Vodka for dis-
tilled spitits.

Contact Devney with ques-
tions about community propet-
ty maintenance at 684-6667 ot
bloomingdale.homeowners-
@verizon.net.

Unlimited Time To
Share With Your Family

Get 2 lines for $59.99

manthly access and share:

NO Roamlng ﬁﬂ“%{w!ﬂuurmmnwhm
Unlimited @ Calling

oy Vesiooe Wi

Unlimited nights and weekends
500 anytime minutes

ik vinten zalling from wighin the Amena'’s Chaice” {overage &rea.

VT W 1WA YRaF AGrogHY,

[Aetvation fees, tauns and sther charges apply B

Add more lines

for just
-

THE WIRELESS STORE

mosThY
BB

SLLLELL
W

AMETICA S hEST
MIEIESS

THE WIRELESS STORE
3440 Lithia Pinecrost
¥alrico, H 33594

L\.LL\.\.L—L L\.

813-661-2333

veri SOt wiieless

*Our Surcharges (incl. 2.37% Federal Universal Service (varies quarterly), 5¢ Regulatory/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes
(details: 1-888-684-1888); gov't. taxes and our surcharges could add 6%-34% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35/1 yr; up to $20/2 yrs

(may vary depending on area.)

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, Calling Plan & credit approval. $175 termination fee per
line, up to 45¢/min after allowance, other charges & restrictions. Usage rounded to next full minute. Offers and coverage not available
everywhere. Network details, coverage fimitations & maps at verizonwireless,com. Nights 9:01 pm ~ 5:59 am M-F. Limited time offer.
Verizon Wireless 2005. See verizonwirgless. com/bestnetwork.com for national network details.
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Photo Courtesy of It's All About Me Parties and Boutique

A gaggle of girls vogue for the camera after their glam makeover at All About Me Parties and Boutique. The
store recently added a lounge and party room for girls’ theme parties.

Gift Boutique Gets Glam Makeover

HOSTS THEME
PARTIES FOR GIRLS

A Gazette Report
A gift boutique in Lithia
catering to gitls of all ages was

recently  revamped and
renamed.
La Jolie Maison, on County

Road 39, two miles south of
FishHawk Boulevard, is now
All About Me Parties and
Boutique.

The store still carries a retail

line of gifts, clothing, acces-
sories, jewelry and room
décor for girls of all ages.

In April a lounge and party
room was added to the back
of the store to hold theme
parties for young ladies.

“We gathered girls of all
ages, from 7 to 55, to discuss
their idea of an ultimate girl
store,” said owner Amy Spru-
engli-Sierra.

Girls can design their own
package party or choose from
themes like Princess Party,

Tea Party, Diva Star Patty or

Pajama  Party.  Packages
include invitations,
makeovers, dress up fun,

tood, beverages, snacks,
games and goody bags. Party
hosts take care of all the
details, from organizing activ-
ities to cleaning up.

Is All About Me is at
10425 County Road 39 in

. Lithia, two miles south of

FishHawk Boulevard. Infor-
mation: (813) 650-8899 or
www.allaboutmepatty.com.

BUSINESS

ON OUR COMMUNITY WEBSITE

For Bloomingdale community meetings and events,
visit our Web site at www.bloomingdalegazette.com

10am - midnight
7 days a week

We are there B \
when you need us... | ¢

- New Convenient Hours:

- Minor and Urgent Care

Board Certified in emergency medicine

LATE HOURS URGENT CARE

o =
Nt |
i b
Vel
. £
- Most Insurance Accepted Py
- X-rays T
- EKG

- In house labs
- All ages welcome

3444 Lithia Pinecrest Rd. e Valrico, Florida 33594

Next to Seein Marr

813-643-9393

NEWS

- RESTAURANT REVIEW

Po’Boys Creole Cafe
Debuts In Bloomingdale

LONG WA,
GOOD FOOD

By ELTON DUMONT
Exclusive To
The Bloomingdale Gazette

New Otleans-style Cajun
food has finally artived in
Bloomingdale.

First, I must admit I’ve
never met a Creole dish that I
didrr’t like. Soon after it
opened for business, Mts.
Dumont and I, along with out

friends Tina and Dennis Coyle,

ventured over to Po’ Boys Cre-
ole Café on Lithia-Pinecrest
Road.

The atmosphere is standard
Cajun — loud and friendly,
with New Otleans photos and
beads strung everywhere,
probably left over from Fat
Tuesday.

Southern fried pickles stand
out among standard appetizer
options like jalapeno poppers
and chicken tenders. Although
they were perhaps too thinly
sliced, they were definitely
southern fried. Be adventurous
and try them.

There are almost two dozen
Po’ Boy sandwiches to choose
from, all under $8, including
traditional oyster, Andouille
sausage, crawfish and crab or
blackened chicken. Try the
Muffuletta, a round loaf of
bread layered with ham, sala-
mi, Swiss, provolone, mayo,
and Creole mustard in an olive
salad dressing and then baked

.. wow, are they good!

Wraps are under $7, and
down home entrees like Car-
men’s Red Bean Dinner with
Andouille, tomatoes, peppers

and onions are around $10.
Creole delights include Shtimp
Etouffee, Jambalaya and
Sausage or Seafood Gumbo.
Sunday Brunch, complete with
beignets, is from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m.

I ordered an Oyster Po’ Boy
with a side of Shrimp Etouf-
fee; both were terrific. My wife
had a very good Pork Po’Boy.

- Tina enjoyed the Shrimp Bas-

ket with fries and homemade
cocktail sauce.

Dennis gave the fried
Shrimp Po’ Boy better than
average marks. A Philadelphia
boy, Dennis had a Yuengling
draft. Tina had one good glass
of Chardonnay and another
that was suspect.

Po’ Boys has a full bar, out-
side dining, take out setvice
and a children’s menu. The
staff was friendly enough, but
we waited 30 minutes for a
table, and their ability to turn
the food out of the kitchen
was much too long. Hopefully

~ they can work on that.

Allin all, it was a pretty
good experience and we'll go
back to try some of the other
uniquely Cajun dishes. The bill
for both couples including tax
and tip was about $65 includ-
ing the adult beverages.

Po’ Boys Creole Café is at
3345 Lithia-Pinecrest Road, in
the Albettson’s plaza. Infor-
mation: 643-7777.

Rating based on 5 stars:

Food: % % % V2

Ambience: % % %

Service (long wait for table
and food): % % %2

Overall: % % %

* Postal
services

* Mailbox
services

e Color copy
services

* Fax services

» Office
supplies

* Notary
services

* Printing
services

 Shredding
service

o New low
UPS Direct
Rates

= Packaging
services

= Shipping
services

e Freight
shipping
services

= Shipping,
packaging,
moving
supplies

Commercial Docurment Shredding

809 E. Bloomingdale ® Near Bell Shoals

The UPS Store*"

Now Available!

689-4998 warece

Reed’s Residential
GARAGE DOOR SERVICE

DOORS - OPENERS + SERVICE
WE DO IT ALL!

[=YC I SENIN




BLOOMINGDALE

Photo Courtesy Liz Pet Salon

Salon Offers Special Services For Pampered Pets

Bloomingdale resident Paula Stewart and her sister Liz Stewart re-
cently opened Liz Pet Salon on Bloomingdale Avenue just west of
Lithia-Pinecrest Road. A lifelong animal lover, longtime groomer and
former veterinary technician, Liz Stewart speclallzes in gentle, hu-
mane grooms for dogs and cats. Dental hygiene services, manicures
and pet massages are offered. Advantage flea control and specialty
shampoos and conditioners are also available. For information call
661-4600.
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Planning Is Key To Home Organizatioh

STORAGE SYSTEMS
CONTROL CLUTTER

By CAROL WEATHERSBY
Special To The Gazette

Hold everything — wouldn’t
that be nice? Having a place
that holds everything would be
great. A place to hold your

memoirs of yesteryear; a place -

to hold your favorite sweatets
in the off season; a place to
hold your garden tools, and so
much more. Who says you can’t
have it all?

* Today, you can have it all
because home organization is
the hottest trend in home dec-

orating, Complete home organ--

ization can be accomplished by
customizing yout storage
space. For instance, bedroom
closets and kitchen pantries can
be customized by installing
shelving, drawers, baskets, and

. so much more. Garages can be

customized by installing cabi-
nets, shelving and wall hooks.
Before beginning the cus-
tomization of your stotrage
areas, assess your needs and
research your options. First,
determine what items will be
hung, folded, stored on shelves,
or tucked away in baskets or
drawers. This will help you
develop an idea of how to cus-
tomize your storage area.
Next, determine your budg-
et. Affordable storage systens
can be created by using a top-
quality wire = shelving with
accessories. Wire shelving is
typically available with a white
coating. Choose wire shelving
that is sturdy and durable.
Select a brand that offers a vari-
ety of accessoties which will
help you maximize your stor-

age space.

Luxury stor:jlge systems can
be created by using a furniture-
grade particleboard with a
durable melamine coating.
When choosing this system,
research your options and
spend yout money wisely.

Rectreating your personal
space through home organiza- -
tion helps you to efficiently
manage your household.
Choosing to customize your
storage areas will increase your
storage space and help you to
maintain a tidy and well-organ-
ized home.

Imagine your satisfaction
knowing you can hold every-
thing, by creating places to hold
all of your favatite treasures.

Fim & Carol Weathersbee
own Encore Closets Inc. in
Plant City. Information:
(813) 956-1051.

ON OUR COMMUNITY WEBSITE

Report deed restriction violations anonymously on our Web site at www.bloomingdalegazette.com

State Farm® s
Providing Jnsurance and Financial Services .., . . f T g 4 |
Home Office, Bloomingdale, lllinois 61710

L . X - INSUIANC%

Like a good neighbor,

State Farm is there.®

Terry Fll'll( Agent

410 E. Bloomingdale Avenue Brandon

654.1320 fax 653.2947 Ay
P ST |  Over 18 years of experience it
! [FT'!@& 2 : 5 , Weuﬁamﬂymmhudmpglduthﬂym
: R 'nT IR 6/MO : 100%
i DEFERRED : FINANCING
/ PAYMENT : AVAILABLE

PLAN
Rmrncrufns may apply. Qmﬁﬁed bwels onrl%e!wr?ore defaik,
e of

please contact 0 representafiv

~ FREE ESTIMATES
Apollo Beach Brandon
641-7030

505 WESTBROCK AVE

www.lampabaypools.com
Member, Tampa Bay Builders Assodiation, Florida Swimming Pool

“Where Quality & Frice Meet”
Associafion and Better Business Bureay

- (P1456482

220 W. Brandon Ave. 1l
Brandon Executive Ctr, Hwy 60 & Moon Rd. =

662-0007 @
NEW HOURS
Mon-Thur: 10am-6pm

$%
quiu
C@Ou Fri & Sat: 1am - 5pm

Featuring the beét in Ladies’ designer
consignment with a wide selection of casual,
professional & evening wear, plus accessories.

Bringing you the very best in Brandon - at an affordable price!

'ﬂrweﬁw

2R REERRPRPRIAP I F R

The best personalized transportation
for any occasion

o AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION
e SPECIAL EVENTS

,£i/w.c Cazpazatz _S’eaa/z ./)nc .
813-657-5450 4. 813~ 655-0384 Jax

Imosllmo@ychoo com

Office and

Separate

" Exam Rooms

Well-Visit and
Sick-Visit Entrances

Courtesy Prenatal
visits choose your
Pediatrician before
your baby is born

All Aboard!

Rail-Road-Themed

5 NADAL PEDIATRICS

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS

888 South Parsons Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 655-0292
8am-8pm Mon-Thurs
8am-5pm Fri

Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P
Mark Kanarek, M.D., FAA.P
Tomas de Brlgard M. D FAA.P
Janet M. Buckley, A. R.N.P
Joyce I. Young, A.R.N.P.

376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 681-7101
8am-5pm Mon-Fri

436407
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Company Spotlights
Hard-To-Find Bulbs

SPECIALTY BULBS FOR
HOMES, BUSINESSES

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

Bloomingdale homeowners
in the dark about where to find
light bulbs with uncommon
shapes, sizes and screw-in
bases have a helpful neighbor
to turn to.

Liz Congero, a Blooming-
dale resident and manager of
Aamsco Lighting in Brandon
for the past 17 years, frequent-
ly comes to . the rescue of peo-
ple frustrated in their search
for hard-to-find bulbs.

“People are buying all kinds
of unique light fixtures now at
home improvement stores,”
Congero said.

But: just because the store
catries the fixture, doesn’t
mean they carry suitable

replacement bulbs.

A frequent refrain Congero
hears from visitors to her
Falkenburg Road office is,
“I’ve been walking around with
this bulb in my pocket for two
weeks and I can’t find a
replacement. Can you help
me?”’

The answer, with rare excep-
tion, is yes.

“If you need to replace a
hard-to-find light bulb, you’ll
find it here,” she said.

Established in-1975, Aam-
sco also manufactures specialty
bathroom vanity light fixtures
at its Summerville, S.C,, plant.

Aamsco is at 501 S. Falken-
burg Road, a. quarter mile
north of Brandon Boulevatd.
The showroom is open week-
days from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat-
urdays by appointment. For
information, call 654-7339 or
Visit WWWw.2amsco.com.

USINESS

BASES

NEWS

: Photo Courtesy of Aamsco Lighting
A variety of hard-to-find lightbulbs for residential, business and commercial use are available at Aamsco Lighting.

New Shop Specializes
In Old Treasures

Bloomingdale resident Joe Warner, pic-
tured, and his wife, Anita, recently
opened Sun Coast Antiques, Etc. at 912
Bloomingdale Ave., next to Blooming-
dale Self Storage. Antiques, newer fine
furnishings and décor are offered at the
shop, open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

_ and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. In-
store and eBay consignments are wel-
come. Information: 653-9773.

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Rezoning Hearing
Postponed

The Hillsborough
County Zoning Hearing
Master hearing for the
174,000-square-foot retail |
store proposed on Bloom-
ingdale Avenue just cast of
Lithia-Pinecrest Road has |

been postponed to May 24
at 6 p.m.

For updates, visit
www.blooming-
dalegazette.com.

ON OUR COMMUNITY WEBSITE:

at our community Web site at www.bloomingdalegazette.com

Deed rest}ictions for Bloomingdale’s 40 neighborhood sections are available to download

DAN'S FAN CITY

QUIET QUALITY FANS FOR OVER 25 YEARS

SIZE __ DESCRIPTION ONLY.
42" 4 or 5 Bld Fan $39.99
52" Fan w/Light $59.99
52" 4 or 5 Bld Fan $69.99
52" Porch Fan $79.99
52" 5 Finishes $89.99

152" Designer $99.99
52" Many Options $129.99
52" More Options $139.99

PARTS &

AVAILRBLE 994-3422

50 LOCATIONS ST. PETE
Waiowune® 727-526-8191 727-397-1729 _727-785-1911_727-847-1176__ WiW.DANSFANCITY.COM

T P e e

MODEL SHOWN NOT PRICED HERE

NEW TAMPA CARROLLWOOD
969-3095

SEMINOLE

BRANDON
685-6130

CLEARWATER

SPRING HILL
352-688-3267 WINTER HAVEN 863-299-2777
PT.RICHEY

LAKELAND 863-644-4718

OCALA 352-237-6999

DAVE PLOWMAN
Call Me At 340-2207

http://daveplowman@point2homes.biz

Call Me For All Your
Real Estate Needs!

14 Years Experience In
Brandon / Tampa Market

Experience Worry Free

Let My Experience Make Your

143189
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(reative Writing
Program Encourages
Young Authors

Cimino fourth-grader Ashlyn
Gaughan, accompanied by her fa-
ther, Ken, displays her award-win-
ning creative writing project,
“The Adventures of the Ghostly
Titanic.” The school recently held
a “Read, Write & Blue” program
to recognize junior authors and
readers. All students were en-
couraged to create their own sto-
ries and illustrations. Two books
were selected from each class to
be displayed at the school’s me-
dia center for all to enjoy.

LESLIE WHITE/Photo

Summer Fun, Learning

Offered At Cimino

CAMPSBLEND
LEARNING, FUN

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

‘The countdown is on until
the last day of school. What
then? Beach trips, theme park
visits, sleeping in? Yes, all work
and -no play make Jack 4 dull
boy, but a summer full of all
play and no work can dull Jack
and Jill’s academic skills.

Cimino Elementary School
is offeting the best of both
worlds — fun and learning —
in its Summer Enr1chment
Camps.

Principal Lou Cerreta, the
father of three young children
himself, understands the
parental predicament about
filling the summer vacation
time-void.

“Parents wonder what to do
with their children during the
summet, and there atre summmer
camps everywhere. We are
offering a variety of alterna-

SAFETY

tives that include academics,
but with so much fun tied in,”
Cerreta said.

The hands-on, out-of-yout-

chair camps for kindergarten -
-through sixth grade students

offer everything from basket-
ball to bugs, art and adventure.
The camps run five days a
week from June 1 through July
1. Sessions ate from two to
four hours a day, between 8
a.m. and 12 p.m. A volleyball
camp is open to middle school-
ers in grades six through eight.

One of the classes, “Video
Extravaganza,” offers campers
a glimpse into the world of tel-
evision and movies. Students
will tour the local Channel 13
studio behind the scenes and
take a trip to Universal Studios.

The program is open to the

public; children do not have to.

attend Cimino to participate.
The registration fee is $275 pet
child, $240 for additional fami-
ly members. For more infot-
mation, call 740-4450.

Continued From Page 5

The gate will be open on
school days from 5 a.m. to 6
p.m. ;

Although the fence was ini-
tially proposed last year to cut-
tail vandalism occurring after
hours at the school, it now
serves another purpose — to
enable the administration to
secure the campus in the event
of a threat to students, and to
provide parents with at least a

little more peace of mind
Parents of Alafia and Cimi-
no elementary school students
are encouraged to closely fol-
low their schools’ guidelines
for drop-off and pick-ups and
sign-in and sign-outs, and can
contact their child’s school with
questions about student safety
and school secutity. Alafia Fle-
mentary: 744-8190. Cimino
Elementary: 740-4450.

Tutor & Teach

* Reading, Writing, (ndmm ar, Math & SAT
o Individual Eval ualti(‘)n ba

\ * Elementary, Middle. High School

& Parent/Teacher collaboration
»* Program to fit the

student’s need

Tougll Bull

ANDREW HATCHER/Photo

Bloommgdale High School senior T.). Bryan, seated next to Bulls head football coach Corey Brinson, smiles as he
signs a scholarship with Methodist University in North Carolina. Bryan played every position on the offensive line
for Bloomingdale, and he said coaches at Methodist project him as a center. Behind Bryan, from left, are Principal

B.). Stelter, Bryan's grandparents Bob and Betty Bryan, his 12-year-old sister, Morgan, his parents, June and Steve
Bryan, and Bulls Athletic Director Danielle Shotwell. Bryan plans to study sports management in college.

MAURER

Continued From Page 8
mation call the Bloomingdale
substation at 635-8040. Also,
be sure you have recent photos
on hand in case any emergency
should take place.

And please check out
www.hcso.tampa.fl.us to famil-

iarize yourself with the regis-
tered sex offenders and preda-
tots living in our communities.
Those of you in the market
for new homes, check out the
areas you're interested in fitst.
Those of you who are already

settled in, make it 2 habit to
check out the website fre-
quently.

Let’s work together to keep
our communities — and espe-
cially qur children — safe and
secute.

NTade D.M.D.

Practicing Fine Cosmetic
& Restorative Dentisiry

We have plenty of ways...

..to make your smile bright.

¢ Whitening  Crowns & Bridges ¢ Dental Implants
e Most Procedures Completed In Office
e Insurance Filed For You |
¢ Extended Payment Plans Available
* Now Accepting New Patients
e Oral Sedation Available

CALL TODAY

662-9233

to schedule your appolnhmm

www.drbrantwade.com

1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE ¢ BRANDON

437242
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YARD OF THE MONTH

NEIGHBORHOOD I
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LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Colorful impatiens thrive under the shade of a live oak tree at the home of Deborah and Jaime Ibarra.

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

Colorful impatiens ate
blooming in shady spots all
over Bloomingdale, including
the BHA’s Yard of the Month
for May; Deborah and Jaime
Ibarra’s home at 706 Bloom-
ingfield Drive.

Deborah, with the help of
her 12-year-old daughter
Samantha, tucked bouquets of
the prolific perennials into a
neat wooden flower bed hand-
crafted by Jaime. The pink and

purple plants share the bed
with palms and shrubs, all

- under the protective shade of a

live oak tree.

Ferns and elephant eats are
Deborah’s favorites. She tends
to the flowers and shrubs, and
Jaime battles the lawn.
Although pests and the lack of
rain are a big challenge for
most homeowners these days,
Jatme does a good job keeping
the yard mowed, edged and

- weed free.
Deborah said when she’s not

‘May 14 Is Cleanup Day

+ Cell Phone At Natures
Way Site: (813) 293-3319

+ To Volunteer: 643-299()

* Elderly, Disabled Resi-
dent Free Pickups (call
before 11 a.m. on May 12)
681-2051

* BHA Web Site:
wwiw.bloomingdalegazete.-

com
+ General Info:
info@blooming-
dalegazette.com or 681-2051
+ Acceptable items: Appli-
- heaters, televisions, steel and
other metals, furniture, non-
commercial construction
debris and tires. Goodwill
Industries will accept tax

deductible donations of
reusable household goods,
clothing, toys, etc. will be

oAl A Rty i
compmnr components (p:mt
ers, faxes, monitors, etc.).

» Some Items Cannot Be
Accepted: Yard waste will
not be accepted. Hazardous
materials including paint,
batteries, propane tanks,
household chemicals — and
any waste from commercial
activities — cannot be
accepted (see sidebar for
information on disposal of
these items at Hillsborough
County Community Collec-
tion Centers).

busy working outside in her
yard, she’s always busy inside
with something. Her current
project is refurbishing a Barbie
house she found for her daugh-
ter at a yard sale. Naturally, the
house will be furnished with its
own tiny garden.

The Ibarras received a $25
Ace Hardware of Blooming-
dale gift certificate, courtesy of
the BHA. Send Yard of the
Month  nominations to
info@bloomingdalegazette.co
m or call 643-2990.

CLEANUP

MPROVEMENT

(oach Sam Presented

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

With Good Neighbor Award

Ted Grable, president of The Bloomingdale Homeowners Associ-
ation, presents the BHA's Good Neighbor Award to Samira
Haslet, center, in April. Bloomingdale West Park recreation di-
rector Donna Clouse, at right, accompanied Haslet. A recreation
leader at the park’s after-school program, “Coach Sam” was
lauded for completing a year-long project with the after-school
students to clean up, revitalize and replant what was once an
unsightly pond on the park grounds. In cooperation with Hills-
borough County’s Adopt-A-Pond program, the group tore their
way through overgrowth and underbrush, removed more than
75 cubic yards of trash and debris from the water, and planted
dozens of native species plants selected to attract wildlife like
butterflies, hummingbirds and wading birds to the pond.

Continued From Page 4

ed 200 loads of household and
garage junk, a truckload of
charity items and two pallets
full of obsolete computer com-
ponents.

With no additional refuse
containers available from
Waste Management, whose
offices are closed on Saturday,
cleanup volunteers were regret-
tably forced to close the site
down before noon. Residents
who arrived after it closed were
directed to Hillsberough’s
South County Collection site
near Big Bend Road to dispose
of theitr trash, and to the
Goodwill Industries dropoff
near Bloomingdale Wal-Mart
to unload their reusable charity
items.

Representation Of The Injured Is All That I Do!

21 years legal experience

1312 E. Lumsden Road

D. Michael Elkins, PA
- Injury Attorney

Brandon

655-9027

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based upon advertisements.
Before you decide, ask me to send you free written information about my qualifications and experience.

FREE
CONSULTATION

NO RECOVERY ¢ NO FEE
{Except Costs)
Please call for

an appointment

After hours & weekend
appointments available

451208

The homeowners associa-
tion held a special meeting
April 12 to organize a second
cleanup day and make plans to
prevent a recurrence of the
serious inconvenience expeti-
enced by residents who loaded
up their cars and trucks only to
find the site closed eatly.

The BHA will now publish a
cell phone number manned by
volunteers at the site that resi-
dents can call to confirm the
site is still open and accepting
discards. The number, (813)
293-3319, is posted on the
community’s  Web site,
www.bloomingdalegazette.co
m.

Many more volunteers are
needed to staff the site, direct

traffic and help residents
unload their cars. Students and
Scouts are eligible to receive
community service hour cred-
its for helping with this project.
To volunteert, call 643-2990 ot
e-mail laurafrazier@tam-
pabay.tr.com.

Bloomingdale’s Communi-
ty Cleanup Days are made pos-
sible by neighborhood volun-
teers, residents’ annual BHA
membership dues, and a grant
from the Hillsborough County
Office of Neighborhood Rela-
tions.

Refreshments for volunteers
at the April cleanup wete pro-
vided by Dunkin’ Donuts,
Albertson’s Supermarket and
McDonalds.

SLOOMINGDALE PAINTING
“0 Buush Of Cuality”

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PRESSURE WASHING

| RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

i"‘ FREE ESTIMATES
VAN EXPERIENCED and 654-“46

RELIABLE

Lic. 3694

Bonded & Insured

Bloomingdale Resident
Tod Howard
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Continued From Page 4
Hillsborough Is Ninth Largest
District In Nation

Hillsborough County has the

ninth largest school district in
the nation, roughly the size of

Rhode Island. Our district —

with an annual operating budget
of $1.2 billion (for salaties, text-
books, technology transporta-
tion, energy bills, etc) and a
$619 million annual capital out-
lay budget (for construction and
renovations) — has 31,000
employees and serves more
than 197,000 students.

School Board Has Sole
Authority To Hire

" The school board has created
a candidate profile and list of
desirable qualifications, while
soliciting a broad range of input
from school administrators and
staff, advocacy and patent
groups, bargaining units, taxpay-
ers, civic leadets and representa-
tives from businesses and com-
munity organizations. The elect-
ed members of the Hillsbor-

BACC

ough County School Board
have the sole authority to hire

the next superintendent.

Firm Hired To Conduct
National Search

ProAct Inc., a national search
firm, was hired by the school
board to cast the widest net pos-
sible to recruit both traditional
and non-traditional candidates.
Some board members say a
national search is the way to
attract candidates who can offer
a fresh pesspective, especially
important in a district as insular
as Hillsborough, which has hired
from within since 1967. Other
board members felt a limited
Flc')ric.la search would be best,
because the state’s sttingent open
records law would discourage
many out-of-state candidates
from applying, and some appli-
cants could be motivated to
apply just to come to Flotida.

Board Outlined
Ideal Qualities

As the recruitment process
moves forward, the ideal candi-
date should possess exceptional
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leadesship skills to continue to
raise the academic bar for all stu-
dents, eliminate achievement
gaps, develop and direct an exec-
utive management team and to
serve as the primary ambassador
for the district with the school
community, government entities
and the broader public.

The next supetintendent will
need to be a quick study; decisive
and politically astute as our dis-
trict continues to swell. Our new
superintendent will have to find
creative ways to come up with
additional funding to build new

schools, while balancing the.

needs of a diverse population.
The person hired must be a
good culture fit, someone who
brings a fresh perspective to the
job, has a passion for public edu-
cation, and is highly qualified. .

Students Want
Accessible, Visible Leader

According to input from
those outside the school district
organization, some feel the next
superintendent should have
school-aged children, be tech-
no-savvy and think strategically

in terms of five, 10 and 15 years
ahead. Accessibility and visibili-
ty were mentioned most fre-
quently by students surveyed.

One group said they would
like to see the supetintendent
institute a “work day,” where the
supetintendent would do the
job of one school . district
employee, one day per month.
As your District IV representa-
tive, I like this idea.

Recruitment Timeline In Place

ProAct Inc. has received
numerous applications and will
continue to recruit and accept
applications until May 12. A
slate of 10 to 12 final candidates
will be submitted to the school
board by May 13. Final candi-
date interviews will be held with
board membets from May 13 to
17. From May 17 to 27, the
school boatd will conduct site
visits and check references.
From May 31 to June 6, final
activities and the selection of
the new superintendent will be
made.

This timeline is tentative and
may change.

Mail, E-Mail Or Fax
Comments, Questions

To give your input, please go
to the school district Web site at
www.sdhe.k12.fl.us, download a
copy of the survey, fill it out,
and mail ot fax it to Dr. Nancy
Noeske, ProAct Seatrch, Inc.,
126 N. Jefferson St., Suite 360,
Milwaukee, WI 53202. The fax
number is (414) 347-0202.

You may also e-mail me at
Jennifer.Faliero@sdhc.k12.fl.us
with your thoughts or potential
questions to ask the candidates.
All comments received will be
shared with the other board
members. The Hillsborough
County School Board will make
its final selecdon of a new

“school superintendent on ot

before its June 6 meeting.

Jennifer Faliero is the Hillsborough
County School Board District IV
representative. District IV encom-
passes eastern Hillsborough County,
including the municipality of Plant
City and the communities of Bran-
don, Lithia, Riverview, Seffner and
Valrico. Faliero can be reached at
2724045.

Continued From Page 8
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the latest survey available online at
wwwhattline.org. Go to “Top Stories”
on the right side, then follow the link to
“Service Modifications.”

With enough public input, the results
of the survey should indicate a need for
more — and better — bus service origi-
nating from the Bloomingdale and Fish-
Hawk areas. - :

HARTIline

tepresentative  Robert

Do Something
“Hands-On

and

Trout attended the council’s Aptil meet-

ing, Trout reported 86 percent of those
responding to HARTIine’s initial survey
were workers from MacDill.

Volunteer council member Norbert
Gobin spoke on behalf of MacDill Air
Force Base wotkers who use the HART-
line transportation systetm.

Gobin said, “This demonstrates the
importance of MacDill workets getting

directly involved in this project.”
_ “Itis very impottant that those wotk-
ers who participated in the first survey
also participate in any other surveys that
follow. For the surveys to be effective, the
results of the first sutvey should be
incorporated into the final results.”
Trout said, “The new survey is better
organized and participants can directly
submit their results.”

Council members encouraged non-
military residents to support MacDill
wortkers by taking the survey.

Helping our Bloomingdale military
residents obtain reliable, timely trans-
portation is a small but very important
way to show them we appreciate all that
they do. Final results of the surveys will
be presented to the HARTline board in

J © Aol )
The Pottery Patch |

A PAINT YOUR OWN POTTERY STUDIO

2551 CR 60 East * Valrico * 643-0014
www.potterypatchstudio.com

449804

Garden Decor

& so much more...

+ Wind Chimes
+ Bird Feeders

+ Flags & Windsocks
Patriotic. Mother’s Day, Teams, Etc.

+ Design Posts and Arches  «

We are a full service hardware store offering:

The helgful place.

Hardware » Tools + Electrical + Plumbing + Cleaning/Paint Supplies 8 Housewares

'A‘CEHérdware

681-1223 — —

Ace Hardware of Bloomingdale (Bloomingdale Square at Bell Shoals & Bloomingdale)

453679

Y
b1

Your Neighbors Ray and Ryan Chadderton

Ray Chadderton of Keller Williams Realty
is your neighborhood specialist.
If you’re thinking about
making a move call Ray today!
(813) 601-0597

o)

L=

KELLER WILLIAMS

2119 W. Brandon Blvd Suite A
-Brandon, FL 33511

144245
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684-95(” or 685-8 545 2106 Golf Manor Blvd ... .. $364,900 2529 Centennial Falcon Dr- $417,000

Call LLuana and discover
i the pleasure of

FIVE-STAR Service!

i

o loommgdale Gets
Five-Star Service

I with

:} HOMES RECENTLY LISTED HOMES RECENTLY SOLD

| IN BLOOMINGDALE;: IN BLOOMINGIDALE;

717 Herong Court........ $168900. 502 Cedar Grove Drive ... §165,000

: 514 Cedar Grove Drive. ... $188,600 2604 Wrencrest Circle...... $173,000

f 4121 Moreland Drive ... ... $244,900 2512 Mendocino Way..... $177,000

; . % 1608 Oak Arbor Lane ..., $266,900 2317 Lyncrest Court ...... $195,000

’; - 4810 Portobello Cirdle .. .. $269900 2717 Brookville Drive. . . .. $209.900

| nmn WILLIAMS 2310 Longmore Circle . ... $274,500 2651 Brookville Drive . ... $225,000

’ : 2603 Vinedale Ave........ $287,500 2620-Brookville Drive .. .. $235,500

| RESRATL 1Y 4504 Kylepoint Way ...... $289900 3721 Cold Creek Drive. . .. $244,900

: O E B Rk N D O N 4729 Portobello Circle ... $292,900 2518 Groveway Drive...... $247900

1 E 2324 Timbergrove Drive. . $309900 2303 Colusa Lane.......... $263,000

| 2119 W. Brandon Bivd., Suite A, 3947 Applegate Cirdle. ... $319900 2618 Allwood Avenue. ... $287,500

[ Brandon, FL 33511 4507 Compass Oaks Dr... $324900 4322 Fair Court Drive ... $320,000

t 4402 Maren Trace Lane. ... $350,000 1528 Crooked Stick Dr. ... $355,500

| Distinct Styl
L lmpeccable_

4
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