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Some of the members of the Project Cure Hot Pink Flamingos chili cook-off team, from left, Lisa Huetteman, Kristina Glenn,

Diane Rush, Karin Graziano and Mary Owens, accept the

columnist Steve Otto.

award for raising the most money during the event from Tampa Tribune

Hot Pink Flamingos Rock Chili
Contest, Plan Natures Way Walk

~ ByD'’ANNWHITE

One Saturday in April, hell appar-
ently froze over.

It didn't make the national news.
There wasn't an NBC Special Report or
an 84-point headline on the front page
of the Tribune.

But I knew it must have happened

because my friend Rita showed up at 6
a.m. to walk around Natures Way with
us as patt of our training for the second
annual 60-mile Project Cure walk in
October. And Rita has told me repeat-
edly and firmly that sheld only get up
that early on a weekend morning to
walk with us when hell froze over.

So I could only conclude that Satan
and his minions were scrambling for
mittens, parkas and ski caps. Either that
or Rita, like the rest of us, has simply
had enough of that feeling of helpless-
ness that comes over you when you

See CURE, Page 18
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Dan Edwards
(813) 310-1982

Debbie Edwards
(813) 310-0226

Gary Raulerson
(813) 625-1261

Susan Nemitz
(813) 625-1261

Tom Jones
(813) 784-4337

Barbara Roys
(813) US7-8110

Rhonda Lewis
(813) 433-4319

Janice Stribling
(813) 928-9919

Martha Caicedo

(8]3?} 310:0226
Hablo Espiiiol
Servicio en su proplo idioma

\)

Tim Brown
(813) 309-8827

Joe
Gambone
(813) 205-5170

REALTY OF FLORIDA
Office: (813) 685-0111

1540 Bloomingdale, Valrico, Florida 33594 (Next Door to Bloomingdale H.S.)

Your Professional Real Estate Consultants for Bloomingdale, Buckhorn, River Hills, Twin Lakes & FishHawk

DREAM HOME!

Features 4BR/3.5 BA/3CG side-entry, 3,683
sq. ft. Den+Bonus Room-Formal LR & DR.
Large Family Room, fireplace and MANY
extras. Gorgeous community, A-rated schools.
Near world-class dining & entertainment.
Easy Commute to Tampa & MacbDill.

$775,000

Dehbie Edwards
813-310-0226

STUNNINGLY BEAUTIFUL!
6BR/3BA/3CG/ or 4BR + Bonus Room + Den.
Over 1/3 acre & no back neighbors!
Fabulous View. Gated Pool & Tennis
Community. Highly rated schools.
Close to I-75, |-4, shopping,
entertainment & MacDill AFB.

$399,900

Debbie Edwards
813-310-0226

- RIVER HILLS RENTAL
4BR/2.5BA/2CG custom pool/spa home
with many elegant upgrades
in a very serene setting!
Approx. 2,500 sq. ft.

Rent includes pool service.

$1,995/mo.

Debbie Edwards
813-310-0226 -

RIVER HILLS
GATED COMMUNITY
3BR/2BA+Den -
features lighted rotunda, wood, tile and
new carpet, Corian counters, Stainless Steel
appliances, enormous walk-in closet.

$339,900

Susan Nemitz, 813-625-1261
SusanNemitz.com

RIVER HILLS BEAUTY!

3BR/2BA+Den/2CG. Completely updated

home is ready for instant move-in.
Real hardwood floors, ceramic & Berber
make an outstanding combo to please
the most discriminating buyer.
Gated golf course community.

Super Price $324,900

Joe Gamhbone
813-205-5170

ONE ACRE WATERFRONT!

3BR/2BA on approx. 1 acre.
Serene pond view w/treed backdrop.

22x15 screened lanai, ceramic tile, vaulted

ceilings. Near I-75, easy commute to
Brandon, Tampa & MacDitl! Excellent
schools, short drive to guif beaches.

$248,900

Joe Gambone
813-205-5170

WATERSLIDE, BIKING
TRAILS & MORE!
Gorgeous 3BR + study/2.5BA/2CG PLUS
1/1 detached apartment! 42" maple
cabinets, granite counters.
Excellent schools, shopping & entertainment.
So much at a fabulous price!

$349,000

Susan Nemitz, 813-625-1261
Susaniemiiz.com

BLOOMINGDALE!
3BD/2BA/2CG in Golf Course comm.
New Paint In & Out. New Ceramic Floors,
large kitchen wyall appls, separate dinette
& large family rm all overlooking scenic
back yard. Excellent Schools, Super
commute to MacDill.

$210,000
813-310-0226

Over 80,000 Homes On-Line

www.AvalarTampaBay.com
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YARD OF
THE MONTH

Bill and Peg Wilson

3722 Treeline Drive
Windsor Woods

Send Yard of the Month nomi-
nations to info@bloomingdale
gazette.com or call (813) 681-
2051. Winners receive a $25
Ace Hardware of Blooming-
dale gift card, courtesy of the
Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association Inc.

—— Unmaiched
Ca"@"ﬂf .\  expertlise means
' unmatched comfori

"Turn to the Expe:

Abdctd chid ir

A txt msg cud'v 1 utht , ) 6 Months
' - W - No Payments

amber | S e ; Same As Cash*

Wilhelm

Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Ruskin, FL 33570-4504

0002092452-01

813-641-1811
CAC1814397
A : & www.wilhelmhtgandac.com
i - - .\:-'_ L) o
ilfré;g;or free AMﬁEr; | = ~ > Free estimates on replacement equipment
on your cell phone. Go e ' . . L, £ 4 FACTORY &

(0 wirclessamberalerts.ors. Sign up oday > Factory-trained NATE certified technicians < ATHORZD
Then when an AMBER Alert is issued in .; - DEALER 7
(e sl o s eI > No extra charge Saturdays or Sundays L corier 3
the suspect or the child described in the RS _ . : Turn to the Experts
Alert, call 911. If your phon is wireless, Finance charges will acorus on the purchase from the date of purchase but no minimum monthiy payments will be due prior to the promotion
you're no longer helpless. expiration date as indicated on your billing statement, and if you pay the cash sales prica of the purchase prior to the promotion expiration dats,
Bt @ m o finance charges wil b2 due o the purhase. Standard APR s 19.50%; Default Rate APR i 26.99%, Minimam monthl fnance charge s $60.




IT TAKES TWO to Find the Right One

Yahoo! HotJobs and The Tampa Tribune have joined forces to
bring you qualified candidates from Tampa and beyond.

AY 2007 THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE ,

THE
A (G TR
TRIBUNE

LIFE. PRINTED DAILY

Live in the monent

Post a local ad now in The Tampa Tribune and your job listing can also appear
on Yahoo! HotJobs, engaging millions of active and passive job seekers
across Yahoo! It’s now easier than ever to fill your positions quickly.

1080002233040
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Commissioners Corner

By AL HIGGINBOTHAM
Hillsborough County
Commission, District IV

Well, it didn’t rain much since
I last wrote to you. The National
Weather Service reports just two
to three 3 inches throughout the

Tampa Bay area in the last 30 -

days. So much for April showers!
It is a different system of

showers however that has kept -

me too busy to plant a vegetable
garden like I always have. There
are numerous issues before your
county commission of which you
need to be aware, and I'm happy

NOW OPEN AND ENROLLING

<> Low Student/Teacher Ratios
« Healthy Food for Children

< Ask Us About Take Home Dinner Program

= Fingerprint Secure
<> Intemet Viewing Capable
<= VPK Class {

The Peacocks Plume

CHILDEARE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY®™

1094 Bloomingdale Avenue (Behind CVS) Valrico, FL
(813) 684-0700

Open M-F 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Parker’s Lawn
& Landscaping

Serving Bloomingdale for- over: 8 years

Licensa #CHCA31680

MONTHLY RATES - No CONTRACTS
Services Include

» Lawn » Tree Trimming
Maintenance ¢ Planting
e Mulching  Sod Laying
« Fertilizing - « Weed Killing
Call Jeff for Free Estimate

Lithia Office 737-6707 « Cell 503-2828

to provide to you a “forecast”
on these issues. My hope and
goal is that April's showers will
bring May’s flowers in the form
of good government working for
the people.

My forecast for the budget
process: partly cloudy, but
clearing.

Your county budget is done

every two years and amounts to

nearly” $4 billion. Those dollars
provide services like Fire Rescue,
Sheriff’s patrols, and money for

building 1ibraries’, roads, and

other infrastructure.

The budget process is under
particular scrutiny this year as we
work with the state Legislature to
lower your property taxes. While
Hillsborough County has been
lowering millage rates on which
your taxes are based for years, this
represents 4 great time to tighten
government’s belt and reduce any
duplicative or unnecessary spend-
ing. At the same time, if the cuts
are tooisevere, important county
services could suffer.

My staff and I are wb'rking to

make sure that the next biennial
budget truly reflects the priorities
of our community and does so in
a way that is responsible and con-
servative and provides the same
outstanding level of service you've
come to expect. There are plenty
of opportunities for public input
at public hearings this summer,
and I'll make sure you are aware
of those dates and times.
When'it comes to evaluating
the Comprehensive Plan, the
forecast shows an area of high

See CORNER, Page 19
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BR_ANT

..to make your smile bright.
Whitening  Crowns & Bridges  Dental Implants
Oral Sedation Available » Most Procedures Completed In Office

Insurance Flled For You ¢ Extended Payment Plans Available
Care Credit Provider » Now Acq_eptlng New Patients

We have plenty of ways...

CALL TODAY

D.M.D.

Practicing Flne Cosmetic
& Restorative Dentistry

1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE « BRANDON -

www.drbrantwade.com

662-9233

to schedule your appointment

0002109636-01
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VETERINARY
CLINIC AT
FISHHAWK

The Veterinary Center at Fish-
Hawk is dedicated to making
your trip to the vet a pleasant
experience - for both you and
your pets. The newly opened
clinic is owned by Valrico resi-
dents, Dr. Katie Thompson and
her husband, Don. Katie is not
new to South Shore, though. A
veterinarian at Boyette Animal
Hospital since 1997, she is
widely recognized for her prac-
tical clinical experience and
kindly bedside manner. The Vet-
erinary Center at FishHawk pro-
vides some innovative services
new to the industry. The fully
digital facility allows clients to
quickly check-in and check-out
straight from the exam rooms.
There’s no more red tape at the
reception desk, which means
minimal wait time. The clinic
has a full-service laboratory,
digital x-rays and offers afford-
able wellness exams, internal
medicine, surgery, radiology,
and dentistry. Open’ Monday
through Thursday, 7 a.m. to 7
p.m., Friday 7 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
and Saturday 7 a.m. to noon, the
clinic is at 5484 Lithia Pinecrest
Road.

For More Information

Call: 681-9080 or visit
www.vcfishhawk.com

VAR

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

+0-LZ18602000

get
history
buft

loc.gov

e Ll - en L] L

NEIGHIBORHOOD

Hillsborough Codes, Neighborhood
Deed Restrictions Set Standards

By LAURA FRAZIER

Hrazier@mediageneral.com

Hillsborough - County’s Minimum
Housing Code was established to ensure
that residents have safe and healthy places
to live. County Code Enforcement officers
inspect housing units to ensure they meet
minimum standards such as structurally
sound buildings and roofs, fences in good
repair and swimming pools that are prop-
erly maintained and screened or fenced to
prevent access to small children.

Code Enforcement also handles com-
plaints concerning nuisance conditions
such as inoperable vehicles, rat infestation,
trash on lots, and high weeds and grass on
vacant fots.

The codes apply to all homes in Hills-
borough County.

The code enforcement process begins
when the county receives a complaint
about a potential violation. Complaints can
be submitted anonymously online or by
phone.

According to Code Enforcement Super-
visor, Bill Langford, initial inspections are
performed within three working days after
the complaint is received. If violations are
confirmed, a case file is opened and the
property owner is given a reasonable period
of time -- depending on the nature of the

“ Gutter
“.’fleﬂnnmyt

NEVER CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS AGAIN®

Keep your gutters
clog free

Millions of people choose Gutter Helmet® and you should too!
No one likes to clean their gutters. It's dirty, dangerous and time consuming.

Call Today for a Complimentary Evaluation 1 _8 0 0 924.3 5 6 3

www.gutterhelmetfla.com

ﬁ Creatlve Systems i

Improve your home, Improve your life

violation and other factors -- in which to
correct the problem.

Once a case file is opened, any county
resident can call Code Enforcement to
inquire about the status of the case.

According to the county’s Web site, if
compliance cannot be achieved through
normal channels, the case is sent to a hear-
ing before the Hillsborough County Code
Enfor¢ement Board.

If the board determines that a viola-
tion does exist on the property, a compli-
ance order is issued. If the homeowner then
fails to meet the compliance deadline, a fine
will be assessed for each day the property
remains in violation. .

The final steps in the process, at a pro-
gression determined by the enforcement
board, include assessment of a lien against
all properties owned by the individual and
continued assessment of the daﬂy fine. If a
fee continues to accumulate for more than
90 days, the case is referred to the County

Attorney’s office, where the option to fore-

close on the property is considered.

In deed restricted communities such as
Bloomingdale, it is important to note that
many neighborhood sections are subject to
deed restrictions that go above and beyond

See ENFORCE, Page 16
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Some Examples
Of County
Code Violations

Hillsborough County Codes standards
apply to all homes in the county. Please
note: deed restrictions in many sections
of Bloomingdale are even more stringent
than courity code requirements.

VEHICLES

Vehicles must be operational (able
to move under own its own power) and
intact; No more than two unregistered,
untagged, or expired tag vehicles are
allowed; Commercial vehicles over one ton
may not be parked overnight in residential
areas; Boats or RV’s over 20 feet may be
parked in rear or side yards but must be
kept five feet from the property line; Boats
or RV’s cannot be parked on the right-of-
way (grassy area between the sidewalk and
the road).

See CODE, Page 17

Total Home
Protection

» Eliminates clogged gutters
* Handles the heaviest wind and rain

* Helps prevent mold, rot and
insect infestation

* Lifetime Guarantee
» Professionally installed

Now offering ACCESS DOORS - the
| Easy Gate to your POOL CAGE GUTTERS!

 410Ft FREE

: mummwoﬂuMwm

Lic# AW06-01611, C-9920, SP13957, 152631

Special

Min, 75 FL of Gutter Helmet .

Valid atfime of estimate only.
Ofer good trough 0608107 @

0002103854-01
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Is This Tree Safe’

By ROB NORTHROP

Trees around our homes
provide cooling shade in the
summer that reduces energy use
and costs. For many of the folks
I talk to each month, the simple
pleasure of watching birds and
squirrels nesting, feeding and
playing on the limbs makes their
trees an essential part of their
home.

However, trees can be dan-
gerous. Limbs fall and can do
damage to homes and property,
and in the worse case cause
injury to people. All too often we

are unaware of the risks associ-
ated with declining and defective
trees. Recognizing hazardous
trees and taking corrective action
can protect property and prevent
injury.

Evaluating and treating haz—
ardous trees is complicated and
often requires specific knowl-
edge and expertise. When in
doubt seek help, through the
University of Florida Extension
Service, local Division of For-
estry office, or a qualified profes-
sional arborist or forester.

It is the owner’s responsibil-

PET SITTING

YOUR PET, YOUR HOME,
MY CARE

‘g‘ }r Do you go on a lot of business t,mps‘?
Afe you going on vacation?
Do you work long hours?
R If you answered YES to any of these
=7 then call us today for our GREAT RATES!

~ HOME & PET CARE

Resource

SAFETY, SECURITY AND CONFIDENCE
FOR YOUR CHILD

Ages 6 months to 6 years

654-SWIM (7946)

Local: www.watchmeswim.com
National: www.infantswim.com

©2007 Dr. Harvey Barnett

0001975290-01

657-5920

0002070368-01

Your child could be swimming in 4-6 weeks!

Partnership for a Drug-Free Florida

ity to ensure the safety of his/her
trees on his/her property, as well
as the limbs reaching over into
another’s property. An annual
review of your trees, using the
following check list, can help
alert you to the potential for a
problem.

® Are there large dead
branches in the tiee?

® Are there detached
branches hanging in the tree?

® Does the tree have cavities
or rotten wood along the trunk
or in the major branches?

GHBORHOOD

® Are mushrooms present at
the base of the tree?

® Are there cracks or splits in
the trunk or where branches are
attached?

® Have any branches fallen
from the tree?

® Have adjacent trees fallen
over or died?

® Has the trunk developed a
strong lean?

® Do many of the major’
branches arise from one point
on the trunk?

® Have the roots been
broken off, injured or dam-
aged by lowering the soil level,
installing pavement, repairing
sidewalks or digging trenches?

® Has the site recently been

N EWS

changed by construction, raising
soil level or installing lawns?

® Have the leaves prema-
turely developed an unusual
color or size?

® Have tree in adjacent
wooded areas been removed?

® Has the tree been topped
or otherwise heavily pruned?

Corrective action begins with
annual inspections of la.rge trees
near valuable property or in areas
frequently used by family, friends
or neighbors. If a tree has been
deemed a hazard, it has been
identified as having one or more
of the defects from the inspec-
tion checklist, and has a poten-

See TREE, Page 17

LOOK FOR
OUR SECOND

LOCATION

Rail-Road-Themed
Office and Exam Rooms

Separate Well-Visit and
Sick-Visit Entrances

Courtesy Prenatal visits choose your

Pediatrician before your baby is bomn

Brandon, Florida 33511
(813) 655-0292
8am-8pm Mon-Thurs
8am-5pm Fri

COMING SOON

Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P
Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P.
Alicia Medrano Ong, M.D., FA.A.P.
Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P.
RosaLinda P Tiongco, A.R.N.P.
Joyce 1. Young, A.R.N.P.

'NADAL PEDIATRICS -

330 East Bloomingdale Ave. 376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 681-7101
8am-5pm Mon-Fri

www.nadalpediatrics.com

- e

0002109669-01
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fatdl Vou DECOR

LOW PRICE FANS!

:
‘
|

§ 5274 or5Bld Fan__$79.9¢

' $89.99
52" 5 Finishes 09.9¢
g (52" Hi Performance $139.99)

MODELS SHOWN NOT PRICED HERE

Full Line Music Stote & Education Centet

TR THADH -

Guitars « Amps ¢ Drums ¢ Keyboards QUIET QUALITY FANS FOR OVER 28 ram
Sheet Music ¢ Books * Karaoke CDs : DM’S FA GITY
www.dansfan S NATIONWIDE

Music g}ﬂ;:.f_gccessories * Gift Certificates city.com 50 STORE 3 : :
—d =5 : NEW TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON  SPRING HILL  LAKELAND %:644-4718
E '994-3422  °.969-3095  ":685-6130  ,688-3267  WINTER HAVEN “:299-2777

ST. PETE SEMINOLE CLEARWATER PT.RICHEY TRINITY OCALA %,237-6999
4526-8191 ,397-1729 ,785-191 5,847-1176 '5816-9702 000207168 01

™ . D . Unlimited Shades,
11 TI-IRNER Colors & Designs 3
| COASTAL CONCRETE
. . ENGRAVING Guaranteed
Register Now For  Residential + Commenrci For Life
These Programs: . S ‘ \

* Group Guitar

e Mini Mdsicians
* Percussion Ensemble e Jazz Band e Worship -

* Musical Theatre e Chorus  Rock Band ‘
* Private Lessons For All Instruments Including Voice

813-685-5998 402 Oakfield Dr. ® Brandon

(near Brandon Hospital)

any job of
1200 sq. ft. or more.

0002108954-01

Mon-Thur 9-9; Fri 9-8; Sat 9-6 - www.musicshowcaseonline.com

1
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WEEKEND DATEBOOK: MAY 5

Send event notices to info@
bloomingdalegazette.com.

Blood drive
The Brandon Fresh Market
and the Florida Blood Services
will host a blood drive May 5
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Win-
threp Town Centre on Bloom-

ingdale Avenue arid Providence =

Road.

All donors will receive a T-
shirt, a-wellness checkup includ-
ing a cholesterol screening and a
coupon for an area theme park.

~ Information: 748-0441 or
www.brandonfreshmarket.com.

Music Idol contest »
Music Showcase, 402 Oak-

field Drive, will host a Music -

Idol-style competition May 5
at 10 a.m. Three age groups will
be judged: 5 to 12; 13 to 18; and

* .18 and older. Participants will be

judged on song choice, perfor-

- mance and stage presence.

Call: 685-5998, or visit Music
Showcase Monday through Sat-
urday. -

Dapper Doggie, 881 E.
Bloomingdale Avenue, will hold
a free informational program to
address pet health and nutrition
and the growing pet food recall
list. Jim Balsimo with Natura Pet
Foods will answer questions and
discuss nutrition and how to read
and decipher food labels. Special
discounts and free samples will
be available. AT RIS

Call: 662-0560.

Exclusively

NEIGHBORHOOD

N EWS

Fashion Show Benefits YMCA Girls’ Program

A Gazette Report

The ninth annual YMCA Wild and Classy
Fashion Show will take place May 5 from noon
to 3 p.m. at the Palmetto Club at FishHawk
Ranéh to benefit the YMCAs Y Girls Rule
program, which helps girls age 12 to 17 who
are in the foster care system build self-esteem
and develop life skills. -

The ladies-only event will feature women
business leaders from the greater Brandon
community ‘modeling fashions from: Tamela’s
Boutique, Talbots, JCPenney, Trendy Teens,
Red’s Sporting Goods and Catherines.

BankAtlantic is the title sponsor and The
Tampa Tribune/Brandon News is the media
sponsor. Other sponsors are All American
Title, Brandon Mitsubishi/Brandon Hyundai,
Choice Realty, Magruder Agency Inc., Ameri
Funds, Mercantile Bank, Professional Account-

ing, Brandon Buick and the Tara Hewitt, Wal- -

dron and. Midyette families. Divine Designs
Salon & Spa will style the models’ hair.

Tickets are $50 and can be purchased online
at www.tampaymca.org/fashionshow or by call-
ing the Brandon Family YMCA at 685-5402.

Web Site Monitors Proposed Widening Of Lithia-Pinecrest Road

A Gagzette Report

The Hillsborough County Public Works
Department has established a Web site for the
planning, development and engineering study
taking place in anticipation of widening Lithia-
Pinecrest Road to four lanes. !

According to project manager Scott Pass-

more, the county will put study information and
documents on the Web site as the study pro-

mall Animals

gresses for the public to comment on.

“It is vital that we receive public input early
and often regarding the study so that all points
of view can be incorporated and analyzed,” Pass-
more said. ‘ :

The Web site is www.Ipcstudy.com,

_ Recent information posted includes the

- PowerPoint presentation from the public kick-

off meeting in January and an interactive public
comment form.,

£00Z AW ILIFZVD TTIVAONINOOTE IHL D

| ' Full Service Animal Hospital

¢ INTERNAL MEDICINE * DENTISTRY e DIGITAL RADIOGRAPHY * SURGERY
* In-House Laboratory Diagnostics * Emergencies & Walk-ins Welcome

813-681-9080

5484 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Lithia, Florida 33547 (Cormer of Fishtiawk Blvd. and Lithia Pinecrest Rd.)
www.VCFishHawk.com
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Kids Think Outside The Box

By LAURA FRAZIER

Ifrazier@mediageneral.com

Just after 1:00 a.m. on a recent
Saturday morning, in a parking
lot off State Road 60 in Bran-
don, 9-year-old Zachary Bonner
bedded down for the night in a
flimsy cardboard box.

Local outreach groups esti-
mate 2,000 homeless people cur-
rently live in the greater Brandon
area. Zach Bonner is not one of
them.

The boy has a bedroom of
his own and a healthy family life
at home in the upscale subdivi-
sion of Lithia Ridge in Valrico.
He’s not worried about finding
food or shelter for himself on a
daily basis. What does concern
him is the nationwide epidemic
of homeless children living on
the streets, and he intends to do
something about it. The young
community activist has rallied
dozens ‘of individuals and busi-
nesses to join his mission to
reach out to street kids.

A third grade student who
studies online with Florida Vir-
tual Academy, Zach organized
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LAURA FRAZIER/Photo
Zach Bonner of Valrico.curls up to sleep in the parking lot of Best Buy, outside the cardboard box he sheltered in overnight on April 20. The
9 year old boy organized “Project 24 Hours” to bring attention to the plight of homeless street kids. Above right, Melissa Yates and Carina
Vallefuoco, seventh grade students from Martinez Middle School in Lutz, said they had fun camping out overnight but looked forward to going
home to clean up.

“Project 24 Hours” to bring some and Bloomingdale high ‘I wanted to bring aware-

7 he said.Zach’s goal hit home
ness to the 1.6 million homeless

attention to the plight of minors
without a bed to sleep in or a
guardian to turn to. About 40
kids, many students from New-

schools, joined Zach April 20 to.

sleep in boxes in the parking lot
of Best Buy on Grand Regency
Boulevard.

street kids, and also to get kids
that normally wouldn'’t volunteer

to help around their community,”

with Nathan Constable, a senior

at Newsome High School.
“To be perfectly honest, 1

came out here because I needed

community service hours (to

meet high school graduation
requirements),” Constable said.

“But I really liked helping out
with this, trying to meet their
(homeless kids’) needs. I am def-
initely going to start volunteer-
ing more.’

The group gathcred at Best
Buy at 2 p.m. Friday afternoon.
They painted discarded appli-
ance boxes the store provided,
watched a documentary about
street kids and entertained
themselves with simple games.
They snacked on donated food
that Zach and his 17 year old

e Field Trips Included:
Devil Rays Games, Arabian
Nights Show, Lowry Park Zoo,
Ringling Brothers Museum,
Tampa Aquarium & More

3 - >ummer Camp
pen to the public

““‘ Full Day/Half Day
S or Drop In Camp

* In-House Entertainment:
Mad Science, Magicians,

Access to the Riverhills
Country Club

Playgrounds, Basketball Jugglers & More brother, Matt, collected *prior to
& Swimming thel\‘;"e“lt- Lh

s “Camp Kidwell” Curriculum ot long aftermiddighi s

\ = RS campers retreated to their boxes,

' will engu}f YO}IF child in : in a roped-off corner of the lot.

HR S health, exercise & learning Zach’s mother, Laurie Bonner,

C 0 U N T R y C LUB : 3 helped organize and supervise

the event. She said the kids rus-
tled around in their boxes until
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SCHOOL OF QUALITY LEARNING

around 2 a.m.
The group was up with the

See BOX, Page W

finally settling down “somewhat”
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By LAURA FRAZIER
Ifrazier@mediageneral.com

Proof that graduation season is
upon us, photos of expertly coiffed
and elegantly outfitted teenagers
poised poolside are popping up as E-
mail attachments-and My Space posts
everywhere. But what’s the view like
from the other side of the lens?

Last Saturday night, a few hours
before - Bloomingdale Senior ngh :
School's April 28 prom, dozens of
grads and their dates gathered in
Bloomingdale Village for a four-
years-running annual photo shoot.
The tight-knit group of teens com-
menced together-through Alafia Ele-
mentary and Burns Middle School.

About 50 parents and farily mem-
bers armed with digital cameras, cam-
corders and camera phones turned out -
for the pre-prom photo op, staged at
Dan Mier’s picturesque lakeside home
on the ninth hole of Bloomingdale
Golfers Club.

In the parent paparazzi pit, the

LAURA FRAZIER/Photos
The parental mosh pit buzzed with excited shutter
bugs, but Norka Lopez, pictured, opted for a quiet
spot far removed from the frenzy to shoot some
video of her son, Rolando Lopez.

E s'éHOOLs

photographers jostled for the perfect
angle.

“You're stepping on her dress!”

“Move in a little closer.”

“Pull your pants up!”

“When are the limos gettmg
here?”

And, most frequently overheard,
“They're graduating. Can you believe
it?”

Mier lamented the fact that 2007
may be the last year he hosts the prom

- Pre-Prom Parent parazu

mght pre-party.

“This group of friends went
through school with my fiancée’s son,
T.]J. Hamilton. T. J. and the last of the
group are all graduating this year, so 1
think this might be the last one.”

The camera crew will convene at
least once more, when the students
graduate May 23 at the University of
South Florida Sun Dome

“We'll all be there,” Mier said.
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STEVE MORAN
813-661-2476

#1 Keller Williams Agent — 2004, 2005, 2006
Top 200 i in US *.

Ty
WILLIAMS

BRANDON
4BR/2.5BA with pool
3,130 sq. ft. on 1.46 acres

MLS# T2200544 $450,000

RIVERHILLS
4BR/4.5BA pool home
4,065 sq. ft. on pond

MLS# T2207164 $525,000

BUCKHORH HILLS
3BR/2BA Pool Home
1,820 sq. ft. on a corner lot

MLS# 72227014 $274,000

BAYSHORE QUALIT‘(I

COUNTRY CHARM
5BR/6BA pool home
4,726 sq. ft. on 12.18 acres in Brandon

MLS# 12219021 $‘I,IIOII,0I10
- T e

FISHHAWI( RANCH
4BR/3BA pool home
2,853 sq. ft.

MLS#72240352° $369,800

ELOOMINGDALE
3BR/2BA
1,546 sq. ft.

MLSi T2202714

FISHHAWK RANCH BLOOMINGDALE -

3BR/2.5BA Townhome OAKCREST
1,513 sq. ft. end unit 3BR/2BA1,524 sq. ft.

MLS# 72232502 "$239,900 MLS#T2232919 $215,000

I You Want Your Home SOLD Rather Than Just Listed, Call The Agent That Has Become A “HOUSE SOLD” Name — Steve Moran.

THE SHOALS
~ 6BR/7.5BA pool home
6,319 sq. ft in gated community

MLSiT2224739 $1,000,000

LITHIA ESTATES
4BR/3BA with pool & spa
3,192 sq. ft. On 2-acre MOL corner lot

MLS# T2236759 $640,000 $220,000

“out of 72,500 Keller Williams agents
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Registration For Free
Voluntary Pre-K Under Way

A Gazette Report
The Agency for Workforce

Innovation, the lead state agency
for workforce and early learning
services in the State of Florida,
announced this week registra-
tion for the summer session of
Voluntary  Pre-kindergarten,
known as VPK, is under way.

Now in its second year, VPK
program enrollment is up 20.5
percent today compared to the
same time last year.

According to the agency, the
VPK program gives children
a head start in school by help-
ing them develop the skills to
become good readers and suc-
cessful students. Children who
enter kindergarten able to rec-
ognize shapes and colors, clearly
express their thoughts and ideas,
and identify letters from the
alphabet are at a greater advan-
tage. :

The VPK program aims’to
give children a strong learn-
ing foundation by teaching the

fundamentals of letter sounds,.
numbers, shapes and colors.
They also learn important social
and emotional skills, becoming
familiar with the structure of
school and a classroom, and the
importance of teachers as fig-
ures of authority; all intended to
make the transition to kinder-
garten easier.

The summer session is open
to all 4-year-olds who have not
previously participated in the
program. Summer VPK con-
sists of 300 hours of instruc-
tional time, including mealtime,
but not including nap/rest time.
For more information call the
VPK Hotline at (850) 921-3180
or visit www.vpkflorida.org.

The Office of Early Learn-
ing, a division within the
Agency For Workforce Innova-

-tion, provides oversight of Flor-

ida’s school readiness programs
and is the lead entity for imple-
menting the state’s Voluntary
Pre-kindergarten program. -
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www.whitealuminum.com
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Instead of stalling your guesits
while you sweep and dust the
Screen Room...entertain tham
In style in your cozy new

addition.

Call NOW for your Best
Home Iimprovement

iTITTI “v

Spend more time enjoying i " ¢

vour pool instead of . _

cleaning and maintaining

(1 2]

Call TODAY for the Best P

Providens

Plant
éc'z‘g

Zuality Fome TInprovements Since 1955

813-111-9111

roduct at your Best Price!

« Awnings - Roofovers - Patio Covers - Replacement Windows and Doors - Vinyl Siding
- Soffit & Fasacia + Pool Enclosures - Garage Screens - Storm Protection

SCHO

OLS

Dennis Lee, lead
_singer of The
Dennis Lee Show
band, serenades
Briana Riner,
blind since birth,
with her favorite
song, “Pretty
Woman,” at the
Willis Peters

Exceptional
Center prom
= s i April 28.
LAURA FRAZIER/Photo
An Exceptional Evening
By LAURA FRAZIER Lodge Drive. b
Mrazier@mediageneral.com Willis Peters, on Nelson Avenue in Dover, is

one of 17 exceptional student centers through-
out Hillsborough County: The. centers, run by
the Hillsborough County School District, serve
trainable students with moderate to severely dis-
abling mental, physical or emotional handicaps.

See DANCE, Page 16

Just seven students will graduate this year
from Willis Peters Exceptional Center second-
ary school, but more than 100 students and
family members attended the center’s prom last
weekend. The annual dance was held April 28°
at Brandon Elks Lodge 2383 on Centennial

IN VALRICO
WITH

Your Auto Dealer
Alternative

« Tires ¢ Alignment * Brake Service

o Tune-Ups © Transmission Flush

o Coolant Flush ® Fuel System Claaning
o A/C Service ® Shocks & Struls

» Scheduled Warranty Service

o General Repairs © Belts ® Hoses

15 OFF

FULL SERVICE
OIL CHANGE

Not Valid with other offers.
Exp. 6/01/07 (BN5) 2 | T

| ANY MAINTENANCE on
1 REPAIR SERVICE

Not Valid with other offers.
Exp. 6/01/07 (BN10)

3231 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.

- 813.643.7200

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8am-6pm Sat. 8am-5pm Sun Closed

F. Bly. Cont.
CBCOD1AET
Fi. Rootiig Cam.
(HHHIERTTF

T MUCHELIN
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.Property Management, Inc.,

~ B LOOMINGDATLETE
SPECIAL TAXING
DISTRICT

PROPERTY MANAGER’S REPORT

turning lane on Bell Shoals
Road at Garnet Drive resulted
in the removal of one full and
one partial irrigation zone.
Thunder Irrigation and Plans-
cape are working on a proposal
to replace the irrigation.

Bloomingdale’s property
manager; Al Devney of DPMI

serves as a project coordinator
for maintenance and improve-
ment projects approved by the
Bloomingdale Special Taxing
District board of trustees. He
also provides regular inspections
of Bloomingdale’s common
areas, entryways and irrigation
systems. To report a community
maintenance need, call Devney
at (813) 684-6667 or E-mail
bloomingdale.district@verizon.
net.

® Brandon Sign was awarded
the contract to replace an
entrance sign at Culbreath
Cove.

® Planscape Inc. took soil
samples along Natures Way and
Greenhollow to determine the
soil composition. The results
will aid the district in plant
selection and fertilization.

Projects and Activities

® In March, Cardinal
landscaping trimmed the crepe
myrtle trees and creeping fig as
required by their contract. Start-
ing in April, they switched to a
once-a-week mowing schedule.

® J.A. Weaver Tree Co.
raised the canopy to 13 and
a half feet on 154 trees along
Natures Way, from Culbreath to
Moondale.

® Witt Fence Co. repaired
a vandalized fence on Erindale
Drive.

® Russell Electric repaired,
on two separate occasions,
vandalized lights, fixtures and
sensors at the Holleman Drive
entrance.

® Planscape Inc. replaced
two destroyed Jatropha trees on
Culbreath by the iron bench.

® The construction of a

® Signs by Mineo replaced
two signs stolen from the direc-
tory at Culbreath and Erindale.

® An American flag at the
Greenhollow entrance was
replaced due to wear and tear.

® In the land of eat, drink
and pitch out the window, 22
bags of trash and 30 snipe signs
were removed, along with part
of the front end of a car, a chain
saw chain, a tail light lens, a
blue towel, one pair of socks
and twenty-three cents.

® A total of 74 lights, 7-lamp
receptacles and two light sen-
sors replaced. Lamp receptacles,
light sensors and 62 lights were
vandalized. The beverages of
choice were Diet Coke with
Lime for soft drinks, Budweiser
for beer and Kahlua Mudslide
for distilled spirits.

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE
(813) 681-2051 « Fax: (813) 684-2358

Leave the driving to us.

The best personalized transportation
I any occasion

® AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION
. SPECIAL EVENTS

Linos Coz;rzomte _Se)an Dhe.

813-657-5450 .//.c 813- 655-0384 Jax

linoslimo@yahoo.com
www.linoscorporatesedan.com

0002101692-01

)’X—M Ak Touch Ceanes

“EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE”

2 OFF 20 OFF

Valid on Incoming Orders Only, Valid on In Orders
:Noﬂwpﬁ.:muntr:ﬂgmbmhgmupom." Emp#c?ns.mm goﬁwns'

COUPON EXPIRES 6/01/07 1 l

i COUPON EXPIRES 6/01/07 l |

20 OFF:20" OFF

ENTIRE ORDER "Wﬂvmenmhm'
'Shlrh&nrycloanlng 11 Blankets, Alterations, Drapes I

|
Valid an Incoming Orders Only.
Valid on Incoming Orders
! HuEmeﬁmNoC&wlnhg&wmans.“ mmmm"hmmu“mm“ssm i

) Coupons. |
] COUPON EXPIRES 6/01/07 | | COUPON EXPIRES 6/01/07 |

APOLLO BEACH « 220 Apollo Beach Blvd 645-1499
BLOOMINGDALE o 3513 Bell Shoals Rd...654-8292
BLOOMINGDALE » 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest.654-8113
BRANDON 913 W. Brandon Blvd.........684-4499
BRANDON e 11393 Causeway Bivd .......643-6944
LITHIA » 16707 FishHawk Bivd............... 654-7991
PLANT CITY » 2621,Thon;)tosassa Rd.....752-6631
RIVERVIEW e 11697 Boyette Rd ............ 672-1832
RIVERVIEW e 13196 Hwy 301 S............. 671-4156

SEFFNER © 1515 N. Parson Ave ............. 684-5897

BATTERY

Excludes sale items.
Not valid with any other discount
offer. EXPIRES 5/15/07

ORMORE.

Excludes sale items.
Not valid with any other discount
offer. EXPIRES 5/15/07

' AWATCH | | A$100PURCHASE

Free Dozen Roses

with 8200 purchase. Good only 5/12/07.
* On Site Master Jeweler
* Bulova Watches
* Witttnauer Watches
* Simon G
* Natalie K.
* Watch Repair

* Custom Designs

27 //7/{/4 /7

5664 FlshHaWk Clossmg Blvd. thhm FL 33 q4/
(In the Publix Shopping Center)

813-654-3700

HOURS: Tucs - Fri 10:00 - 6:00 * Sat 10:00 - 4:00 * Closed Sunday & Monday g

I
]
I
|
I
I
]
I
I
I
1
]
I
I

A $250 PURCHASE ‘.
OR MORE.

Excludes sale items.
Notvalid with any other discount

offer. EXPIRES 5/15/07
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Considering Buying a Home!
- We can help you sort through
themanychoicesinthisbuyer’s
market. There’snobettertime
; B to buyasinventoryisatagreat

lewel. We'll find the perfect
home to fit your dream and

your pocketbook!
B MULTI LTY,
813-413-8501
= www.multiplechoicerealty.net
t@‘"‘fﬁ‘_ *Commissions are negotiable & not set by law CtcAtcoaRE

Hit the Trails@~

RUNNING AND OUTIDOOR GL'.-IR. i

Adidas ® Asics ® Brooks ® Mizuno » New Balance * Saucony

° Rol{erblades » XCountry Shoes * Dri-Fit Apparel ® Pearl Lzumi
¢ Gu, Hammer, Powerbar * FuelBelt, Camelbak Hydration
e Children's Running Shoes and Heelys, Adidas Soccer Cleats

EREE treadmill Analysis Avaitable

Summer Running Clinic
‘Learn how to run » Run Fast * Run Strong * Build Endurance
AGES: 13+ years old
COST: One week $125.00 or $200.00 for 2 weeks
DATES: July 30th - Aug. 3rd & Aug. 6th - 10th 7:00am - 10:00am
WHERE: Hawk Park in FishHawk Phase 1

hnmyowporfwmmu -
16144 Churchview Dr.

0002100879-01

Suite 105 (/7 the FishHawk Ranch Park Square/

813.681.6141

www.HitTheTrails.com

YOU CAN STOP SEARCHING!
We've got it all

Friendly, Professional, Affordable

» Family Plans Available  Flexible Payment Options o
* No Down Payment Option * Most Insurance Accepled '
* Convenient Saturday & Evening Hours Available

FREE Child or Adult
Orthodontic Exam

X
HESS ORTHODONTICS

MICHAEL A. HESS ~DMD S
Board Certified Orthodontics or Children & Adults

L._ITHIA | APOLLD BEACH
54%’% uni.;: :me)‘zd- 101 N. Flamingo Dr.

813-777-74'78

0002020040-03)

Students from Bloomingdale and New-
some high schools assemble care pack-
ages containing food and personal care
items for homeless kids. Stand Up For
Kids will deliver backpacks filled with
the supplies to street kids in the Tampa
Bay area. At right, Desiree McGowan
and Valerie Smiler, Bloomingdale High
seniors, and Nathan Constable, a senior
at Newsome High, stretch and chat after
waking up early Saturday morning.

BOX

Continued From Page 10

sun Saturday, eager to fill 200 backpacks with
food and personal care items for homeless kids.
The provisions were purchased with monetary
and in-kind donations made by businesses and
individuals to the Little Red Wagon Foundation,
a charity clearinghouse Zach established in 2005,
at the age of 7.

"The backpacks will be delivered to local home-
less kids by one of Zach’s foundation partners,

. Stand Up For Kids. The nonprofit group assists

at-risk youth in 60 cities throughout the United
States and Mexico. Like Zach, they're committed

to the rescue of homeless street kids.

Editor’s Note: Log on to www.blooming-
dalegazette.com to read more about Project 24
Hours and Zachary Bonner, a 2006 recipient of
President George W. Bush’s National Points of
Light award, given to citizens who make sig-
nificant efforts to help people in their commu-
nity. Zach is also currently one of three nationalt
finalists in Build-A-Bear Workshop’s annual
Huggable Heroes award, given to kids so com-
mitted to volunteering and giving back that they
are sure to change the world.

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
Ph: (813) 681-2051, Fax: (813) 684-2358
E-Mail: info@bloomingdalegazette.com
Website: www.bloomingdalegazette.com
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Taxing District
Oversees
Maintenance,
Improvements

By DAVID STECK

My name is David Steck, one
of six trustees elected to sit on
the board of the Bloomingdale
Special Taxing District, known
as the BSTD.

The BSTD exists to maintain
Bloomingdale’s common .areas,
such as mowing right-of-ways,
applying pest & fertilization
agents and performing general
landscaping, as well as preserving
its assets like irrigation systems,
entryway signs and lighting sys-
tems, to name a few. The BSTD
is the largest of 127 taxing dis-
tricts in Hillsborough County.

I ran for this unpaid elected
position in 2005 in an effort to do
my part to affect the community
in a positive manner, specifically
to help maintain its solid fiscal
position, to better Bloomingda-
les long-term ability to compete
with newer communities in our
area and lastly, to improve its
overall “curb appeal”(by limiting
trash, litter, general debris and
the aging effect). :

Regarding the first point,
our annual budget is nearing
$640,000, half of which goes
to mow and edge the common
areas, maintain our bounty of
entryway landscaping and to
apply pesticides & fertilizer.
These measures are all needed to
properly care for our six square
miles of real property, 16 linear
miles of concrete wall, 14 miles
of irrigation piping and 23 water
wells, just for starters.

The taxing district board
prides itself on our sound fiscal
budgeting approach and our abil-
ity to hire the dozens of contrac-
tors it takes to run the property
from year to year. However, input
from you is still paramount.

The second point speaks
to my desire to better position
Bloomingdale to compete long
term with surrounding com-
munities with regard to improv-
ing overall property values (it’s
a foregone conclusion that the

David Steck

quality of our local schools has
the most profound impact on
property values).Without a fis-
cally sound operating budget
in the taxing district --and the
appropriate Trustee’s to manage
it -- and without a neat, clean
and ascetically pleasing commu-
nity in which to live, our prop-
erty values will erode.

My third point is perhaps the
most salient: curb appeal. Some
areas of Bloomingdale are more
than 20 years old, so we need
to take every reasonable mea-
sure to help offset the effects of
aging. Clearly our community
possesses too much litter, trash
and general debris, whether it i3
cigarette butts along our road-
ways, overgrown foliage or the
uns1ghtly and potentially dan-
gerous “snipe” signs that offend-
ers litter our community with.

Research points to the fact
that these illegal roadside snipe
signs irritate and frustrate resi-
dents more than they generate
new business, so the point of
offenders sticking them in the
ground is confusing at best, and
a potential liability for them in
the worst case.

The trustees, along with our
property manager, Al Devney,
make every effort to get this
debris picked up and to coordi-

nate with the appropriate Hills- *

borough County departments to
assist, like Roads & Streets and
Code Enforcement.

I am also working regularly
with local businesses all around

See IMPROVE, Page 17

¢ Sushi Ninj
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JAPANESE RESTAURANT

( Thank you to our customers for
‘1 voting for us in the Best of Brandon
"'# Readers Poll - #1 in 2006 oS

»

ﬁ, : Treat Your Mom

W Mother’s Day May 13!
Open

Mother’s Day 1pm-9pm

e Tempura e Beef Fried Rice o Sushi

o Teriyaki e Shashimi and all the rolls e Udon
Ask Woo Yong about his Korean

Reflexology Healing

Sake . Beer . Wme

662-3377 - 887 E. Bloommgdale Ave. -

Bloomingdale Square between Wal-Mart & Publix i aupre!

11:30 - 9:30 Mon - Thurs — 11:30 - 10:30 Friday
4:30 - 10:30 Sat ~ Closed Sunday

Bell Shoals

7~ 117 Bloomindgale Ave.
‘: 54 Brandon, FL 3351

Ice) E 57ﬂlﬂ 7841

Wednesday is Sundae!

Every Wednesday,
~ Buy One

€lassic Sundae,

__Get One FIIEE!

———————----——----

Not valid with any other offer. Offers cannot be
combined. One coupon per customer per visit.
Valid at Bloomingdale Carvel only. Expires 6/1/07.
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'-------———-\

\_————————-—---—

0002100885-01
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Plck up somethmg new! am

Prlvate and Group
Classes
Available!

Welcome

INGBQ

FINANCIAL PARTNERS
Wealth Management Associates, LLC

Want To Make 2007
- “Less Taxing”?

» Establish a “High Deductible” Pension Plan. 7
» Defer Capital gains Taxes on Appreciated Assets.
* Convert highly taxed IRA’s & 401(k)’s into a family legacy.

Contact Richard Perea, ChFC, at (813) 651-5751
web: www.wealthmgmnt.net

Richard Perea is an i 1t adviser ive, and | nent Services and securities offered 1hrough,
ING Financial Pariners, 3914 Tuthey Oak Drive, Valrico, FL 33584, Phane (813) 651-5751, Mamber SIPC.
Neither ING Financial partners nor {ts representatives provide legal, tax, of nccounting Advica. -

» Turn modest donations into substantial charitable bequests. -

The Right Tax Strateqy will take time to prepare!
NOW is the time of year to develop your tax-savings plan.

- 0002067739-01

¢ Most Insurance Accepted

¢ Routine Checkups

e Vaccinations

» Sick Visits & Follow-up Care

Your child will feel at ease in our town themed rooms
NOW ACCEPTING

APPOINTMENTS

(813) 657-7337
FishHawk Office Park

16637 FishHawk Blvd., Suite 101 © Lithia
" (Behind Taco Bell) |
www.premiercarepeds.com

— PERSONAL, CARING ATMOSPHERE }-

LO-E0EEE02000

Partnership for a Drug-Free Florida

DANCE

Continued From Page 12

School administrator Peggy Ferro said Willis
Peters serves about 130 students ranging in age
from 3 to 22 years old.

“We have students who are handicapped men-
tally, physically and visually, and some have mul-
tiple handicaps,” Ferro said.

The administrator welcomed students and
family members to the prom Saturday night.

Graduate Amy Doyen, who is severely mentally
handicapped and unable to speak, was escorted to
the dance by her father, Steven Doyen.

“She picked out her own dress,” Doyen said.

_Doyen fumbled with his 21-year-old daughter’s
corsage a bit until Ferro stepped in to help pin the

ENFORCE

Willis Peters
administrator,
Peggy Ferro,
helps graduate
Amy Doyen
with her
corsage while
her father,
Steven Doyen,
looks on. Amy
is severely
mentally
handicapped
and unable

to speak.

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

flower to Amy’s red sequined gown.

But just moments later, white petals and baby’s

breath sprigs lie on thie floor at Amy’s feet. She had
plucked the corsage apart while her father’s atten-

tion was averted.

" Doyen reacted with a smile and a soft sigh, a

testament to the patience demanded of parents of

severely disabled children.

“Her mother is going to wonder why she’s not
wearing this,” he said, stooping to pick up the dis-
carded bloom.

Elks Lodge members Sharon and Duane Petry
understand the challenges faced by the faml.hes of
exceptional needs children. i

The Petrys’ grown son, Duane, Jr., served punch
at the pdrty. The 44-year—01d man, permanently

- See DANCE, Page 19

Continued From Page 6

county code requirements. 4

For example, county codes set forth limits on
the length and height of boats that can be parked
in residential driveways. But some deed restrictions
prohibit homeowners from parking any kind of
boat outside their garage or fenced-in back yard.

Likewise, the county requires all sheds to be
situated at least three feet from the property line.
However, in some sections of Bloomingdale, sheds
must be set back from the property line as much
as 15 feet. In most areas, sheds must not be visible
from the front or side yard. And in some sections,
deed restrictions entirely prohibit sheds.

In sections of the community with mandatory
homeowners associations — such as Fox Run, The
Links, Cambridge Cove and Bloomingdale Cove
-- deed restrictions are enforced by the individual
association. However, most of the 40 sections in
Bloomingdale East and West do not have man-
datory associations, In those cases, the Blooming-
dale Homeowners Association agsists homeowners
who wish to pursue deed restriction enforcement.
The BHA, run by volunteers who live in the com-
munity, offers voluntary membership to all Bloom-
ingdale residents, regardless of the section in

which they live.

Residents who suspect a home in their neigh-
borhood may be in violation of county codes can
get more information or submit an anonymous
complaint to County Code Enforcement online
at www.hillsboroughcounty.org/hcce or by phone,
(813) 641-6946.

Those who suspect a home may be in v101at10n
of neighborhood deed restrictions can submit an
anonymous complaint to the Bloomingdale Hom-
eowners Association Inc.-online at www.bloom-
ingdalegazette.com/complaintform. Residents can
also bring their concerns before the BHA Board of
Directors at its monthly open meetings, held the
first Monday each month at 7 p.m. at the Bloom-
ingdale Community Office, 3509 Bell Shoals
Road .

Most deed restriction documents are available

" to download on the BHA Web site. Copies are also

available at the community office, open Monday
— Thursday from 7 a.m. to noon, or phone (813)
681-2051. For more information, please E-mail
1nfo@bloommgdalegazette com or call the com-
munity office.

v,
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Continued From Page 15

us by getting to know their management staffs and encour-
aging them to “do the right thing”by better maintaining the
exterior of their property. One example is that we recently
worked with the management of Sweetbay Supermarkets
to clean up the vacant parcel of land along Bell Shoals Rd.
adjacent to the store.

The area looks much better after having been mowed
and trimmed. Such proactive steps have a positive impact
on their business and their income statements, and such
improvements clearly have a long-term positive impact on
Bloomingdale.

TREE

I have lived in the Augusta Village section of Blooming-

dale East for the past five years with my wife Nancy, who
is an outstanding mother of three and a dedicated third
grade teacher at our A+ rated Cimino Elementary School.
My three young sons all work diligently in their academic
careers, as well as competing in soccer, chess, Tae Kwon Do,
electronic gadgetry and just plain old recreating,

I encourage any resident in Bloomingdale to contact me

anytime at dsteck@tampabay.rr.com, (813) 781-8884 or
at the Bloomingdale Community Office, (813) 684-6667.
Our office manager, Derry Wilson, will be happy to take a
message for me. Please also feel free to attend any of our
monthly meetings, held at the community office on the
second Monday of each month at 7 pm. Your input is wel-
come, and I look forward to talking with you.

Continued From Page 7

tial target. There are three options for corrective action:
move the target, prune the tree, or remove the tree.

Moving the target, where this is practical, is often the
easiest and most economical approach to hazard potential.
Removing swings and moving picnic tables or vehicles out
of the reach of the hazardous tree solves the problem with
little effort or expense.

A hazardous condition may result from defective
branches and/or poor branch attachment to the trunk. In
this case, proper pruning can often correct the problem.
Pruning should be considered when a branch is dead; a
large branch is cracked or decayed; a large branch is weakly
attached to a limb or the trunk (attached at a sharp angle
appearing as a V rather then U connection; a broken branch
is lodged in the tree’s crown.

Carefully consider alternatives of completely removing
the tree, The effects of the removal can be dramatic, leading
to changes in home temperature, the appearance of your
property, and reduction of the overall value of your prop-
erty.

Tree removal should be considered the final option.
Removing trees is dangerous even when trees are solid and
healthy. Damaged, rotting and otherwise unhealthy trees
pose special hazards to tree fellers. Removal of hazardous
trees should be left to professionals.

Rob Northrop is a Forestry Extension Agent with the
Hillsborough County/University of Florida Cooperative
Extension Service. Contact him at Northrop@ifas.ufl.
edu or (813) 744-5519.

SAY YOU SAWIT IN THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

Feed your little piggies for [ess!

WpE.

Continued From Page 6

SHEDS

Sheds must be at least three feet from the prop-
erty line.

GARAGE SALES

Garage salesare limited toone every
six months, for no more than three days in dura-
tion.

SWIMMING POOLS

Pools must be screened or fenced to prevent
access by small children, and must be proper-
ly maintained, sanitary and mosquito free.

FENCES

Fences must be maintained, sound and sturdy.

STORAGE PODS
The use of temporary storage pods is limited
to seven days, no more than six times per year.

NUISANCE CONDITIONS

Weeds, grass, or underbrush shall not exceed 18
inches. Junk, trash and debris -- abandoned motor
vehicles, furniture, appliances, rotten lumber, paper,
trash, etc. -- are all considered nuisance conditions
and are not permitted; Dead or dying trees which
may present a hazard are not permitted.

STRUCTURAL CONDITIONS

Roofs shall be maintained and have no defects
which will admit rain; Windows shall be main--
tained without cracks or holes; Residences must
be adequately painted so as to prevent the éntry of
water or pests.

=
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FAM”.Y OF 4-6 EATS FOR g Behmd on house

wi PAYMENTS?
this ad!
Offer
expires =
04/30/07
May not be used in
conjunction with any
other offers or
promotions,

AR ac = Can’t afford to stay
2 Our “Piglet in your home?
Piggy Pack includes:

2 |bs of meat

= Late? Stressed out?
( choice of two: pulled pork, chicken, sausade, brisket sisoer per pouna) '

2 large sides
(choice of two: Texas baked beans, homemade coleslaw, potato salad,
pasta salad, smoked green beans, garlic mashed potatoes,
smoked cihhamon apples, steamed broceeli, sweet cut corty)

8 dinner rolls & 8 oz sauce
(swee.t mild or hot)

cater :‘ @ﬁ’

SOUT!
e },’f.fa’ HERN BBQ

L4
Cond
Located at the intersection of Lithia
Pinecrest & Bloomingdale, behind
the Hess, next to the puppy store.
3331 Lithia Pinecrest Road
Chack out our webstte Jaysner-que.com for a complete mana!

The number to call is

6J Q-LEBBQ :

(813) 657-4207

y 8'I 3-21 7-8058

Call Toda
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i Comfort and Value of Your Home.

For Your Beautiful Gift Certificate

TFhe Ferfect Mother's Day Gift!
Maximize the Warmth,

» Customized Room Makeover '
* Declutter, Reorganize

¢ Furniture Arrangement

* Project Management

and In-Home Consultation,
Call Debra Starr @ 597-4116. !
destarr@earthlink.net

L&/ Buding Qusty ook i 1987

lpso‘ille Beach

WWW,

R crmmn;Whem M”y E PMMM” Association and Belter Business Bureaus

6/MO : 100%
= DEFERRED : FINANCING
PAYMENT §lﬂll.lll.ﬂ

PLAN :

w.tompabaypost.com
Mémber, Torrpa Bay Buikders Assodiation, Florida Swimrming Pool

Restictions may apply. Quafied buyers onfy. For more deluds,
" plemse contuct a regeesesie of ither location.
FREE ESTIMATES

403 LITHIA PINECREST RD.

0002103709-01

0002073169-01

121 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.
Moving to our new location
at 115 Lithia Pinecrest May 1st

Jeff Gray
813-655-5311

C&G

4329 Lynx Paw Trail
Valrico, FL, 33594

Tlle Perfect Gift For Any Occaswn

The “Please Pamper Me Package”
This 1/2 Day Package Includes: 1 Hour Relaxation Massage,
Luxury Spa Facial & One of our Luxury Spa Pedicures. $150.00

*Now Oﬁering Couples Massage®

www.EliteSkinCareNailSpa.com

MM18392 MC/Visa Gift Certificates

Homeowner’s Insurance Bills

Going Through The Roof?

Is your Homeowner’s Company Non-Renewing
your Homeowners Policy?
WE CAN HELP...

you get that Smile back on your face.

We have several Competitive markets to
place your homeowners insurance and,

we are close by at Riverhills Plaza.

At a Time Like this. it's Goad to have-an Agent Who knows you by Name.

684-8440-

£0002100824-01

Partnership for a Drug-Free Florida

CURE

Continued From Page1
watch friend after friend bravely but futilely battle

breast cancer.

It was after attending the funerals of three
friends that a group of women from St. Stephen
Catholic Church came up with Project Cure last
year. We wanted to make a real difference, so
we joined forces with the Tampa Bay Lightning
Foundation to raise funds for the Don and Erika
Wallace Breast Cancer Foundation at the Moffitt
Cancer Center & Research Institute. We talked to
foundation representatives and researchers, and we
learned that Moffitt is conducting groundbreak-
ing research into breast cancer right here in our
back yard.

Over several months, we raised awareness
about breast cancer and the need for self-exams
and annual mammograms (I know two women
who got their first mammograms this year). We
brought people together that might not otherwise
have connected for this common cause. And, most
importantly, we collected $26,500 for the founda-
tion. The Lightning Foundation then matched
those funds.

I'm not an eatly riser myself, but, recalling the

suffering of my friends as they fought breast cancer,

I found myself automatically setting my alarm for
5 a.m., donning my walking shoes in a semi-dream
state and joining my fellow walkers brandishing
flashlights on Natures Way in Bloomingdale East.

Despite training throughout the summer, I was

“still unprepared for the actual three-day walk. By

the second day, my heels were a mass of blisters.

Kevin Nance, a registered nurse and the hus-
band of my friend, Cheryl Nance, who died of
breast cancer the previous January, first pleaded
with me to quit walking. Then he threatened to sit
on me and hide my tennis shoes. ;

But I figured if I could get used to getting up at
5 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday, I could get used to
the discomfort of a few blisters.

When he realized I was determined to finish
the walk, Kevin begrudgingly bandaged my feet
the best he could, dosed me with pain reliever and
reluctantly sent me on my way. I still cringe when
watch the videotape showing me hobbling along.

No, I'll put up with early wakeup calls, blis-
ters and even humiliation for a cause I believe in.
I think everyone who knows me will agree I met
the humiliation requirement during the annual St.
Stephen Spring Jubilee April 14.

This year a portion of the proceeds from the
jubilee’s annual chili cook-off went to Project Cure.
The women of St. Stephen had two teams regis-
tered but had more volunteers than we needed so
cook-off organizer John Pignataro of the Krewe of
Alafia Norsemen suggested we form a third team.
It was just two days before the cook-off and, in
what can only be described as a moment of tempo-
rary insanity, I volunteered to head the new team.

Afterward, I was talking to my sister in St.
Louis who said, “What were you thinking? You
don't even cook!”

True. That’s why 1 recrulted my husband, who

does cook, by reminding him that I spent 22 hours
in labor bearing his child.

Keeping that in mind, he dutifully arrived at the
chili cook-off that morning where he chopped and
mixed and spiced. He added all the secret ingredi-
ents and put the chili on a low simmer. Before he
went on his merry way, he reminded me that all 1
had to do was stir it and make sure it doesn't get
too hot and scorch the bottom of the pot.

Simple enough. Except I got distracted taking
photos and chatting with Tampa Tribune colum-
nist Steve Otto, who was one of the judges. Before
I knew it, someone asked, “What's that smell? Is
something burning?”

By and by, the judges went off to a secret place
so they could taste the contestants’ chili without
being disturbed or bribed or otherwise influenced,
so I only heard what transpired secondhand. But
I figure it’s pretty accurate since I heard it from
my priest, Father Mike Juran, also one of the chili
judges, and priests have to tell the truth.

He said there was one entry the “seasoned” chili
judges said was so horrible they spit it out. He
didn't dare try it. Apparently, it even-smelled bad.
The judges gave it last place. |

“That was mine!”I said enthusiastically, because
at least it was memorable. I'd gotten 11th place out
of 11 entries. Then I had a horrible thought.

“No one threw up, did they?”

I asked if he'd give me absolution if I stole a
copy of the winning chili recipe to use for next
year’s chili cook-off. Father Mike just shook his
head and said it wouldn’t do me any good.

“You'd just burn it again,” he said. For once, I
couldn’t argue with a priest.

I'm not sure exactly how far I'm willing to go
for Project Cure. But every time I watch my son’s
classmates at St. Stephen Catholic School, Joshua
Bryant and Olivia Nance, mark another milestone
in their lives without their mothers, my determi-
nation is renewed.

I guess I’'m willing to do just about anything.

Maybe you feel the same way.

This year we're reaching out to the entire com-
munity, inviting all the churches, community
groups, civic organizations, businesses and neigh-
borhoods to join Project Cure and the Tampa
Bay Lightning Foundation for the 60-mile walk
around Natures Way Oct. 19-21. We’re hoping to
double the amount raised last year.

For starters, you can set your alarm clock to 5
a.m. and meet us at Bloomingdale Park East Sat-
urday and Sunday morning to begin training. Or
you can form your own team and start training at
your preferred location and time.

Hey, if Ritaand I can do it .

D’Ann White is a Bloomingdale resident and
editor of The Brandon News. To find out how
to get involved in Project Cure, contact her at
dwhite@mediageneral.com.

www.bloomingdalegazette.com
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brain—d'émaged during a difficult birth,

lives is a converted apartment at his
parents’ home in Brandon.

“The hardest thing for these parents
is accepting the fact that even when you

tell your child something 12 times over,
they look at you like you never said it,”

Sharon Petry said.

Duane joins his parents in Elks
activities, but is most content channel
surfing at home. It’s not the life the
couple envisioned when they married
45 years ago, but it’s a good one.

Petry clapped when she spotted
her sori dancing at his post behind the
punch table.

She shouted over the live band,
“Look at him. We love him, and he’s
happy. Oh, Duaney’s got it made!”

Dennis Lee, lead singer of The
Dennis Lee Show band, emceed the
event, For the past 22 years, Lee and
his band have performed for free at the
school’s prom.

As students arrived, the charismatic
performer was quick to greet them.

Briana Kiner, led to the dance Hoor
by family members, was eager to meet
Lee.

The teenager, blind since birth, wore
a pink satin dress spritzed with cotton-
candy scented perfume. She reached
out for Lee, searching his face w1th her
hands.

“It’s scratchy, isn't it?” Lee said.

When Briana told the singer it was
her 16th birthday, he turned up his
microphone to address the crowd.

“Excuse me everyone, attention! I
just met Briana here, and guess what?
Today is her sweet 16 birthday!”

" Lee danced with Briana as he crooned
her favorite song: Pretty Woman.

Teacher Amy Peters stood beside
the stage, soaking in the sight of the
children and their families laughing
and dancing.

“This is such a big night for our stu-
dents,” Peters said.

“They start talking about it at the
beginning of the school year. They want
to know, ‘when is the prom?”

students, was “A Night To Remember.”
Brandon Elks Lodge lounge man-
ager, Don Morris, said the lodge has

provided tood, refreshments and volun=

teers for the prom for many years. His
wife, Leslie Morris, administrator of
Simmons Exceptional Student Center
in Plant City, is a former Willis Peters
administrator. Several years ago, when
the school needed a new place to hold
its dance, the Elks Lodge offered the
use of its facilities for free.

Students graduating from Hillsbor-
ough’s exceptional centers must meet
state mandated requirements for stu-
dents with disabilities and individual
benchmarks set forth by their teachers
and parents, Ferro said. Graduates earn
a special diploma from the school dis-
trict by taking a variety of courses that
cover basic academics, communication
skills, career prepa.ratlon, soc1a1 living
skills and more.

The Willis Peters Exceptional
Center Class 0of 2007 graduates are Jakey
Binnion, Gustavo Alvarado, Richard
Woods, Nicole Becker, Ricardo Beverly,

May 16 at 1 p.m. at Dover Elementary
School, 3035 Nelson Avenue.

Information: 757-9462
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Bloomingdale Resident -
Tod Howard

“00 Busoh Of Cuality” ...
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR e

PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

- CORNER

Continued From Page 5

pressure moving in.

‘The Comprehensive Plan governs land use
on every parcel in the county and looks out 20
years. The board is in the process of evaluat-
ing our comprehensive plan and making tough
decisions.

As our county has grown in population, the
signs of development are present both in the
exciting growth of our economy and the frus-
trating hum of sitting in traffic. Among other
things, the comprehenswe plan is designed to
provide a mix of retail, office, and residential
uses to limit the number of trips people make
in their cars. It also connects the construction
of infrastructure with new development.

There are many competing interests in
this issue — like protecting the rural lifestyle
of some areas while maintaining the suburban
feel of our more developed communities. I am
working to untangle each issue presented and
know that working together, we will find solu-

these issues and the other issues important to
you, your family, and your livelihood, please
contact me or my staff at (813) 272 - 5740. 1
look forward to hearing from you soon because
working together we will make a difference.
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Ruskin Tomato
and Heritage

10-01 12902000

FESTIVAL

Free Tomato Slices and Tomato Plants!

(while supplies last)

FREE ESTIMATES
2’ EXPERIENCED =
and RELIABLE

HutHe BootH

Tke Portrat gaﬁfuy

Sunday, May 6 ° 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
E.G. Simmons Park ® 2401 19th Ave N.W., Ruskin

Braudon’ ) : : 3 .
b Gt Celebrating our Agricultural Heritage
Wwﬁn(ounl'
Photogaphess * Food, Fun & Farmer's Market e Antique Tractor Show ®,Roamin’ Oldies Car Show
7 Plant Show & Sale e Bluegrass and Country Music e Crafts ® Ruskin History Exhibit
Free parking and shuttle service ® $4 admission (under 6 free)
Voted Best Start your weekend at the Ruskin IHeritage Street Fest
Photogeaphess Friday, May 4 , 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Downtown Ruskin
in South Shoee
2006 & 2007 Presented by: The Ruskin Community Development Foundation
[ -,
. THE TAMPA TRIBUNE = >
: g LIFE: PRINTED GAILY S D \ ; r-I - [_:(:(?
b SOUTH SHORE NEWS """’“" “ “Um:}t TAMPA ELECTRIO

Hillsborough County Florida Parks and Recreation Department, Hillsborough County Florida Tourism Development Council,

. "b ecause h fe dOES not wait Ruskin Chamber of Commerce, Sun City Tree Farm, Tomatoes of Ruskin, Speedling, Sundance Growers, JR Johnson Supply

813.476.7173

www.hbphoto.com

For more information, calt 813-645-3808 or go to www.ruskintomatofestival.org

f
i
Bruce Whltta.ker and ason Devine The  tions to these pressing problems
The theme of the dance, selected by graduation ceremony will take place If you have questions or comments about
Saturday, May 5 ¢ 10 a.m.-5p.m
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EXCEEDING_YOUR_EX,_P‘__I_ECTATIONS'

THE
CHADDERT®N I
GR"%)WUP L oy
KELLER WILLIAMS

R E A L T Y : : =
3626 Erindale Dr. * Valrico Ray Chadderton Linda Genco Becky Jordan

813-699-1500 601-0597 . 699-1500 690-1157

4BD/3BA + BONUS ROOM + 4BD/3.5BA + 1BD/1BA 4BD/3BA + DEN + POOL 4BD/3BA PLUS DEN
WATERFRONT! $519,900 GUEST QUARTERS $499,900 $429,000 + POOL $399,900
Desirable “Camelot Woods” Huge scr. pool home - Lush 1/3 acre fenced lot in gated Luxury scr. pool/spa home in gated
elegant huge scr. pool home on large on 1.27 acres in desirable Indian Hills. Cambridge Cove with River Hills Golf & Country Club.

3-car garage in meticulous condition.

waterfront/conservation area lot.

4BD/3BA + DEN + GOLF COURSE _ 4BD/3BA + BONUS ROOM + ~2BD/BAPLUSDEN+ 2BD/2BA+DEN

FRONTAGE $389,000 CONSERVATION AREA! $349,900  CONSERVATION AREA! $349,000 $324,900
Screened pool home overlooking the 8th  Large scr. pool home w/access to Alafia Windsor Woods scr. pool home : Prestigious Valrico Forest home on
green of the Bloomingdale Golf Course. River in River Crossings. with open floorplan and new paint. majestically treed large lot.

4BD/3BA/3-CAR GARAGE 4BD/2BA LARGE CORNER LOT! "~ 4BD/2.5BA POOL HOME! 3BD/2BA PLUS DEN
$324,900 $289,900 $244,900 ‘ $239,900
Super 3-way split screened pool home on  Immaculate newly carpeted and painted  Family room with fireplace & fenced Screened patio overlooking lush
a quiet cul-de-sac in The Greens. beauty in Windsor Woods. treed lot in Bloomingdale West. conservation area in Fishhawk Ranch.

‘3BD/2. SBA GATED TOWNHOME! 3BD/2BA MOVE-IN READY!

4BD/2BA AWESOME HOME SBDIZBA SCREENED POOL &POND

$229,000 ' $199,900 $198,500 . $189,800 _
Great room with firepface & lush manicured  Fish from your own deaid! Family room Super newer unitin - Freshly painted & carpeted,_ scr. patio, fenced
lot in Bloomingdale School District! and formal rooms & in a Golfing Community! Edgewater at Lake Brandon! lot & “Oakcrest” of Bloomingdale location.

www.ChaddertonGroup
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