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« Septic Rock
» Fill Dirt

¢ River Pebbles

o Road Base Materials
o Bagged Cement Products

¢ Landscape Supplies

Lic.

rando__n K
¥ an Landscape Supplies FI

Servmg the Brandon Area Slnce 1986

* Pea Gravel

e Builder Sand

* Pine Straw

o Landscape Boulders

* Specialty Walks & Patios

* Drainage Design & Installation

Concrete Statues

Red Mulch

3cubicft.bag ............ $3.85
Cubicyard ............. $27.50
Cypress Muich

3 cubic;ft. bags « 4 s isais-at $2.65
Cubicyard ............. $21.50
Topsoil

1/2 cubic ft.bag .......... $1.35
CUDIC Yt . .o s e e $22.00
River Pebbles (/."-1")

501D.DAG + v $2.85
Gubic yard® < Sl LR s $62.00
Commercial Weed

Prevention Cloth ... $16¢/xq. ft
Garden Wall Blocks

(Gray) e st e o R bl $2.59
Pine Bark

3cubicft.bag ...........- $2.65
Gubic, yard: . gaten®, ... $17.85

#47221323

o Water Gardens Installed
o UJ-Cart Concrete Available
o Landscape Design & Installation
* Flagstone for Many Projects
by the Pound or Ton

Largest
Selection of
Pond Supplies.

Certified Fish
Health Technician on Staff. et

Pond Maintenance
& Trouble Shooting
Services.

Corner of Hwy. 60 & Miller Road, Valrico

Open 5 Days (closed Sunday & Monday)
Tuesday-Fnday 7:30am-5:00pm; Saturday 8:00am-4:00pm

681 -8961
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Newsome High Boundary Plans Spark Concern

’WILI. CIMINO STUDENTS
ATTEND RANDALL,
NEWSOME?

By LAURA FRAZIER

About 75 parents turned
out to observe the latest New-
some High School boundary
committee meeting Oct. 23 at
Bloomingdale High.
Although onlookers were not
permitted to participate in
the discussions, their body
language spoke volumes.
Many whispered curtly,
shook their heads and glared
wide-eyed in response to sev-
eral boundary proposals pre-
sented at the meeting. Still
others seemed satisfied, or at
least resigned to the fact that
hundreds of students cur-
rently attending Blooming-
dale and Riverview high
schools will be reassigned to
Newsome. The pressing ques-
tion is, which students should
be moved?

The opening of Newsome
High School, currently under

mnstruction on Fish Hawk
ooulevard in Lithia, was
bumped up a year to 2003 by
the Hillshorough County
School District to relieve crit-
ically overcrowded Blooming-
dale and Riverview high
schools. About 20 assigned
committee members and Bill
Person, the district’s pupil
assignment director, face the
daunting task of crafting
attendance boundaries for
Newsome. To balance atten-
dance numbers, the commit-
tee has also discussed reas-
signing some students cur-
rently attending Durant and
Brandon high schools.

At least two boundary pro-
posals presented at the Oct.
23 meeting suggest sending
731 students in the Cimino
Elementary School area to
Newsome. Cimino students
currently advance to Burns
Middle School and Blooming-
dale High School.

The committee agreed to
move forward with one pro-
posal that would send Cimi-
no students to Newsome. The

voup will review updated

\.__A4aps and numbers at the

next meeting, set for 3:45
p.m. on Thursday Nov. 7 at

“The committee
is in need of
Bloomingdale

representation”

DEBBY DUNCAN
Cimino Elementary School PTSA
President

Bloomingdale High.

Person told the committee
if they eventually agree on a
plan that includes sending
Cimino students to New-
some, those students could
very likely be reassigned to
Randall Middle School on
Fish Hawk Boulevard.

“If Cimino goes to New-
some, I think the new (Buck-
horn area) middle school
committee will want to move
Cimino to Randall,” Person
said, adding the move would
make it possible to shift some
Kingswood and Mintz ele-
mentary school students to
Burns Middle and Blooming-
dale High.

The middle school bound-
ary committee is holding off
on its formal recommenda-
tion until the high school
committee agrees on a plan,
Person said.

Person said the school dis-
trict has received over 400 e-
mails and petitions from par-
ents expressing varying pref-
erences about which school
their children should attend.

Parents in River Hills,
Buckhorn and Valrico Oaks,
all currently assigned to
Durant High, have been the
most vocal, Person said. But
the district has received a
wide difference of opinion
from within each community.

“We're all over the map,”
Person said.

Some Cimino parents feel
they were promised by school
district officials
boundary planning for their
new elementary school) that
their students would remain
in the Alafia/Cimino-Burns-
Bloomingdale feeder pattern.

Debby Duncan, president of
Cimino’s PTSA, said more rep-
resentation of the Blooming-
dale area is needed on the New-
some boundary committee.

“I have been on boundary
committees in the past, and I
recognize the tough situa-
tion. But I feel that the com-
mittee is in need of Bloom-
ingdale representation so
that the voice can be heard
that Bloomingdale doesn’t
want to be split up. We need
to be in the feeder

pattern of our neighbor-
hood schools.”

Several Cimino parents
approached Person after the
Oct. 23 meeting to express
their concerns about the com-
mittee’s lack of representa-
tion for hundreds of students

in their neighborhood.
“You’re absolutely right,”
Person responded, taking
names and numbers and
promising to contact parents
before the next meeting.
Many River Hills and
Buckhorn parents have resis-
ted the move to Newsome,
expressing an adamant
desire to remain at Durant.
Still others appealed to the
committee to move them to
Newsome. But Duncan noted
that both those neighbor-
hoods, if reassigned to New-

See NEWSOME, Page 5

The BHA Position

The Bloomingdale Homeowners Association board of
directors, at its Oct. 8 meeting, issued this statement:
“The BHAcontinues to vigorously oppose any middle

or high school boundaries

that do not recognize

Bloomingdale as a single community.”

(during

Complete Kitchen . " geting
Remodeling Services! ' gpecialists

gince 1982
The. Choice is Yours... v
*Custom Cabinet Refacing M_,::,,

*Elegant Custom Cabinetry

*Solid Surface Countertops by
Montelli & Corian

*Kitchen Design & Planning

*Kitchen Accessories

Locally Owned & Operated

Complimentary
In-Home Estimates
(813) 681-1416
Call Today!
Materials & Installations

2
Completely Guaranteed 1
Licensed-Bonded-Insured
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Your Inside Connectlons

The Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association, Inc.
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL. 33594.
(813) 681-2051. Fax: (813) 651-1129
E-mail: Bloomingdale. Homeowners@Verizon.net
Web Site: www.BloomingdaleGazette.com
BHA meetings are at the community office on the 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President — Ted Grable
Vice President — Joe Hickle
Treasurer — Pam Liguori
Director — Len Jasczak
Director — Patricia Radel

Director — Tony Diolosa
Director — Steve Heckel
Director — Cheryl Kehrmeyer
Director — Michele Caballer
Director — Joseph Grem

Bloomingdale Special

Taxing District
3509 Bell Shoals Rd., Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 684-6667
BSTD meetings are held at the community
office on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President — Thom Snelling

Treasurer — Don Cassels

Recording Secretary — Alice Burleson
Trustee — Russell Jones

Trustee — David West

Trustee — Dale Kahn

Trustee — Myron Magedanz

Property Manager — Al Devney

Bloomingdale Mobile Watch
Coordinator/Equipment Manager —

Tony Diolosa, 681-1146
Treasurer — Paul

Kelmer, 681-9701
Patrol Member —
Steven Heckel,
654-4266

Patrol Member — Brad Scharp, 643-5000
Patrol Member — Paul Warr, 685-7883

«=/ILLCEL

Wirelesa provider for Bloomingdnle Mobile Waich

Bloomingdale Oaks Special Taxing District

P.O. Box 3132, Brandon, FL 33509-3132. (813)

685-2817

BOSTD meetings are held at 3419 Cade Lane on

the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.

President — Bill Grace
Treasurer — Fred Englehart

_#.. =

COMMUNITY INVITED

A Bloomingdale

The Bloomingdale High School

Rajun’ Bull Band is proud to host judges.

the 2002 Florida Bandmasters’

1 %
Ikl Band Boosters Report
el
|
I Association District VII Marching

Charley Harris Stadium at Bloom-

@, Band Festival
lrl The festival will be held at
I | lngdale High School today, Satur-

Jewsome

> = al'_;ﬂ..)z_.- i
e Bloommgdale High Hosts
p Band Festival Nov. 2 N

day, Nov. 2, from 3:30 to 10:00 p.m.

]
Twenty Hillshorough County
high school bands with over 2,500 The Bloomingdale Rajun’ Bull
music students will perform their Marching Band is made up of 290
half-time shows before an estimat-
ed 3,000 spectators and a panel of auxiliary, the Crimson Dolls. &
|
i

They will be evaluated on music
effect, performance, marching and
maneuvering, general effect, per-
cussion, and auxiliaries.

Admission is $7 for adults and

‘THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980
3509 Bell Shoals Rd.
Valrico, FL. 33594
(813) 681-2051
Fax: (813) 651-1129
E-Mail: News@BloomingdaleGuazette.com

Executive Director — Joe Liguori
Editor — Laura Frazier
Photojournalist — Mack Austin

Shannan D. Powell

Reétaurant Critic — Elton Dumont
Yard of the Month — Karen Pearson

Published by Sunbelt Newspapers — 505 W. Robertson,
Brandon, FL 33511. (813) 657-4500

The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along
with The Tampa Tribune on the first Saturday of each month.
Publisher — Carla Rockwell
Advertising Manager — Tami Donaldson; phone: 627-1322; e-mail: tdonaldson@ampatrib.com

From page 3

some, would remain in their
current school-choice region
and in 2004 would have the
option of attending either
Newsome or Durant.

Conversely, Duncan said,
“If Cimino is sent to New-
some, that would put us in
school choice Region 6,” a
move that would leave half of
the students living in Bloom-
ingdale without an option to
attend Bloomingdale High.

Person encouraged par-
ents to attend the meetings
and to continue e-mailing
comments to his office,
schools superintendent Earl
Lennard, and school board
members.

If a plan agreed on by the
committee is approved by the
district’s superintendent, the
school board will have a final
say, possibly as soon as its
Dec. 10 meeting. Parents
may address school board
members prior to their vote.
Tf a large number of people

attend the school board
meeting, Person said com-
ments might be limited to

two to three minutes each.

But before the school
board meeting, Person said a
community meeting would
be held at Bloomingdale
High, “in the near future.” At
the meeting, parents will
have an opportunity to view
the committee’s recommend-
ed boundary plan and voice
their ' comments and con-
cerns.

“I predict a very large
community meeting, proba-
bly 500 - 600 people,” Person
said.

Written and e-mail com-
ments are presented to com-
mittee members and the gen-
eral public at each meeting.
To submit comments, e-mail
William.Person@sdhc.k12.11.
us or write to Hillsborough
County School District, 901
E. Kennedy Blvd., Tampa, FL,
33601. To e-mail or otherwise
contact the superintendent
and school board members,
visit the district’s web site at
www.sdhe. k12.fl.us or call
272-4000.
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$5 for students 18 and under. ! I
Refreshments will be sold.

talented musicians including its

The Rajun’ Bulls will perform A
Tribute to New Orleans.

The Bloomingdale Band Boost-
ers invite the community to join us
today for a day full of fun, excite-
ment and entertainment. |
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% Majik Touch Cleaners

“EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE"

ingdale 3513 Bell Shoals Rd, 654-9292 Bloomingdale 4344 Bell Shoals, 689-9176
« Bloomingdale 815 E. Bloomingdale, 681-8700 e Bloomingdale 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest, 654-8113
 Brandon 717 W. Lumsden, 654-9541 © Brandon 913 W. Brandon Blvd, 684-4499
« Brandon 11393 Causeway Bivd, 643-6944 e N. Brandon 213 Kingsway Ave, 653-4535
» Lithia 16739 RshHawk Bivd, 654-7991 o Plant City 2621 Thonolosassa Rd, 752-6631
* Providence 1983 Lumsden Rd, 654-4423 * Riverview 11697 Boyette Rd, 672-1832
o Seffner 1515 S. Parson Ave., 684-5897 o Valrico 1985 E. Brandon Bivd, 654-2324
= Apolio Beach 220 Apollo Beach Bivd, 645-1499 e Valrico 2511 SR 60 E, 643-4825

OFF

SHIRTS LAUNDERED
Valid on Incoming Orders Only - With $5.00
Minimum Dry Cleaning Order, No exceptions,
Limit 10. Blouses, Polo & Boxed Shirts extra
COUPON EXPIRES 12/1/02

ANY DRYCLEANING
ORDER OVER $25

valid on Incoming Orders Only - No exceptions.
Valid only w/ coupon, not valid w/ other coupons
COUPON EXPIRES 12/1/02

...............................................................

ANY DRYCLEANING
ORDER OVER $15

Valid on Incoming Orders Only - No exceptions Valid on Incoming Orders Only - No exceptions.
Valid onfy w/ coupon, not valid w/ other coupons Valid only w/ coupon, not valid w/ other coupons '
COUPON EXPIRES 12/1/02 COUPON EXPIRES 12/1/02 H

..............................................................

281480
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Tom Hat/den
Pamtm

& Pressure Wash A

Resulentlal & FREE
- Commercial Eslimates

654-1313
Fax 653-2491
Bonded-Licensed-Insured #PA 4506
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Support ()ur Troops OverseaSr

CREDIT UNION COLLECTING :
GIFT DONATIONS

By MACK AUSTIN

A great deal of MacDill Air
Force Base military men and

women, many of whom are’

Bloomingdale residents, are
deployed overseas in Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom.

No one knows how long
they will be away from their
families, especially with the
possibility of another opera-
tion beginning soon.

While these men and
women are serving our coun-
try and preserving our free-
dom, they need our. support
and our prayers.

But they also need our
help. Many of them do not
have direct access to various
recreational or food items
that we all enjoy and often
take for granted.

" To take an active role in
showing their support to our
service men and women,
MacDill Federal Credit

Union has organlzed a sp(!
cial drive to collect donations
from our community that
will be sent directly to our
troops overseas. it

Donations can be made at
any one of their fifteen findn-

cial center locatlons

Of course, we would llke
for the Bloommgdale Branch
to take the lead in collectmg
donations!

Donations should be new,
non-perishable and simsll.

Suggested items include
books, magazines, music
CDs, DVD _movies; cookies,
pretzels and similar items
that do not reqmre reﬁngera—
tion.

..‘.

The deadline for dt)nations
is Friday, Nov. 8.

This is our opportunity:
really show our support t6
these brave Americans.

Please drop off your dona-
tions at the MacDill Fedars‘
Credit Union Bloomingdale
Branch.
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TUESDAY
KIDS EAT FREE!

I a hurry?
Try our pick-up window!

Bloomingdale
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Help Needed To
Deck Entryways

The Bloomingdale Homeowners Association needs volunteers to
help decorate each of our eight major entryways for the holiday sea-
son. If you would like to help string lights, hang bows, etc., please call
the BHA at 681-2051 or e-mail Bloomingdale. Homeowners@Veri-
zon.net for more information. Individuals or groups are welcome.

Academic
Tutoring

/

3

o

1st two
hours

FREE*

*New registrations;
limited time slots.
Ad must accompany
registration

BRANDON SWIM & TENNIS
—‘Z—/Z_C'M

Much More Yhan Our Name

689-0908

Brandon, Fl 33511

405 Beverly Blvd.
www.mybstc.com

BG

274104

A Gazette Report

The November meeting of
the Brandon Newcomers will
be held at Center Place on
Wednesday Nov. 20 at
9:30am.

The program will feature
the group’s annual auction
fundraiser - “Make It, Bake

On October 29 a zoning
hearing master was sched-
uled to review a residential
rezoning request and make a
recommendation on a com-
mercial rezoning request for

land on the SW corner of

Newcomers Hold
Craft Auction

Bloomingdale, John
Moore Rezoning Update

i

continuing to find ways to improve traffic

B By MACK AUSTIN

© “Just stay calm”... many of
us have said those words to
ourselves as we watched
another car go speeding
down our streets. We try to
stay calm, but we all know
just how serious an issue
speeding is, especially with
children playing in and near
the streets.

It, Grow It, Sew It.” The event
is open to the public.

| A catered sandwich lunch
will be served after the auc-
tion.

Many concerned residents
of the greater Bloomingdale
area have taken an active
role and worked successfully
to address this probleni with
Hillsborough County’s resi-
dential traffic control pro-
gram. The program does
work.

The cost is $5 per person;
reservations are requested
by Monday, Nov. 18, Informa-
tion: E. J. Smith at 689-3159.

However, if you took a look
at our neighborhoods from
above, you would see speed
humps here, poles there,
humps over there and more
poles right over there, scat-
tered all over the area.

Sometimes the result is

Bloomingdale on John Moore just pushing the problem

Ro%dle hearing was held after over to someone else, just like
the Gazette’s deadline., “eeds in your yard.
For updates visiv \-/To better organize, moni-

www.BloomingdaleGazette.c tor and control traffic calm-

om. ‘

safety in our neighborhoods.

ing, the county would like to
add a neighborhood
approach to the program
already in use.

Under the program entire
neighborhoods (as opposed to
residents on a single street)
would work with the county
to design plans for traffic
calming throughout the
neighborhood.

It is also enhanced by
allowing traffic calming
measures to be incorporated
on roads designated as collec-
tor streets, or those streets
that lead out to main high-
ways.

Basic criteria for the pro-
gram would stay the same.
The county requires at least
five residents in the affected
area to contact them for traf-
fic calming to be considered.

If a need is determined, a
public hearing is held and
solutions agreed upon.

Then, if 60 percent of the
homeowners in the affected
area sign a petition in favor
of the measures within 90
days, the plan will be put into

See Traffic, Page 12
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MACK AUSTIN/Photo

Traffic calming issues in our community, like this one on Bayfield Drive, may soon benefit from an enhanced program. Thanks to Steve Valdez and his staff for

County Proposes New Approach To Calm Traffic

“YOU THINK | WANT TO FAIL?”
“| um scuuuu

If your child is saying the wrong thmgs,
it’s time to make the right call.

Your child may be smarter than his or her grades show. Our teachers
help children of all ages overcome frustration and failure, and realize
their potential. A few hours a week can help your child improve weak
study skills and gain the Educational Edge. Your child can discover
learning is fun. Our testing pinpoints problems and we tutor in reading,
phonics, study skills, math and SAT/ACT prep. Since 1977, we've
helped hundreds of thousands of kids do better in school. Call us and
let us help your child break the failure chain.

@Huntmgton

EARNING™ CENTER

Brandon Carrollwood Palm Harbor
(813) 681-1500  (813) 908-1000  (727) 937-8400

Celebrating 25 Years Of Excellence In Education

$50 off

complete diagnostic
evaluation

0D

Independently owned and operaled. ®2002 Hunlinglon Learning Cenlers, Inc.
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The sidewalks are going in, the trees will be saved, and everything’s just ducky.

Sidewalks Going In,

Trees Saved

A Gazette Report

The Bloomingdale commu-
nity extends special thanks
to former Bloomingdale resi-
dent and Bloomingdale Area
Community Council member
Tim Golden, Hillsborough
County sidewalk engineer
Debra Carreno and all those
who worked for many years
to see complete sidewalks
installed on Bell Shoals Road

and Canoga Park Drive.

In addition, thanks to the
Bloomingdale Special Taxing
District board of trustees and
property manager Al Devney,
dozens of crepe myrtle trees
in the path of sidewalk con-
struction on Canoga Park
Drive will be saved. The
BSTD in October hired a con-
tractor to remove and store
the trees, and replant them
after the sidewalks are done.

'BHA Dues Drive

Kicks Off

SUPPORT YOUR
HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION

A Gazette Report

The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association’s 2002
Dues Drive was launched in
October.

The association has typi-
cally held the drive during
the summer months, but the
program was delayed this
year due to problems with
the membership database.

Membership notices were
mailed last month to every
Bloomingdale resident.

The voluntary annual
dues of $20 are the BHAs
only financial support.

All residents are urged to
contribute the nominal
amount to help ensure the
BHA will continue to serve
the community effectively.

Each year, the BHA contin-
ues its work to improve
Bloomingdale.

The association produces
The Bloomingdale Gazette,
maintains our community
web site, www.Blooming-
daleGazette.com, operates
the Neighborhood Involve-
ment Program to protect
property values by helping
the county enforce county
codes, conducts the Deed
Restriction Enforcement pro-

gram to mediate and/or pro-
vide funding to help home-
owners defray the cost of liti-
gation, and funds the Bloom-
ingdale Mobile Watch pro-
gram,

In addition, the BHA
works with Hillsborough
County government for
improved services including
sidewalks, street lighting and
road signs, supports our local
PTA’s, provides a community
office, funds special events
like the annual holiday visit
of Santa and Mrs. Claus and
works in cooperation with the
Hillsborough County Sher-
iff’s Dept. to operate the
Bloomingdale Area Commu-
nity Council. ;

The BHA speaks proac-
tively for the Bloomingdale
community on neighborhood
issues of concern.

The BHA is an IRC 501¢

not-for-profit corporation run
strictly by non-salaried vol-
unteers who live in Bloom-
ingdale.

All money collected from
dues goes back into the com-
munity.

Please send in your dues so
our work can continue.

If you are a Bloomingdale
resident and did not receive a
dues notice, or if you have
any questions, please call
681-2051 or e-mail Blooming-
dale.Homeowners@Verizon.n
et.

Look for your

neighborhood news

The Bloomingdale
Gazette :
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A Bloomingdale Area
Community Council Report

Bloomingdale Area Com-
munity Council volunteers
work directly with local law
enforcement and county
departments to research
neighborhood issues and con-
cerns. The council meets
monthly.

The next BACC meeting
will be held 7 p.m. on Nov. 21
at the Community Station on

Bell Shoals Road.
For information, call
Bloomingdale Community

Resource Deputy Pete Maur-
er or Community Service
Officer Sandy Capitano at
635-8040.

The council covered the
following topics at its Octo-
ber meeting.

Special Guests

The council was privileged
to have two Hillsborough

Community Council Update

MACK AUSTIN/Phota

Just as sheriff’s deputies predicted at the BACC meeting last month, more serious accidents continue to occuron
Bloomingdale Avenue. This one involved a motorcycle rider and resulted in injuries critical enough for the rider to be air
lifted out. Slow down in this area, take your time and be careful.

County Sheriff’s deputies
from the District IV office
attend the meeting - Lt. Rob
Bullaro and Cpl. Jim Lewis.
Bullaro briefed the council

on current operations in the
Sheriff’s Office including the
increase in deputies assigned
to the Port of Tampa, the
decrease in deputies assigned

to Tampa International Air-
port, the expanded role in
Homeland Security, an

See Update, Page 23

Jeee 2 FREE [ $995 '

Michelin, Multi-Mile, Goodyear, Bridgestone,
Firestone and More!

TIRE ROTATION,
SET AIR
PRESSURE,
TIRE
INSPECTION.

OIL FILTER

Castrol GTX 10w-30 SHERTOT

>
1l
2=

: (ALL BRANDS) Please call for appt. Plus $1.00 Ol Disposal Charge.
'wi_Ar_e_- Ug 1o 5 quirts 13\”@0 Castrol GTX. Most c‘a’rs, light lrugks. vans
With Coupon, Explrea 11/30/02 BG
AAA Aproved Auto Repair e cca—- S e e e e s 2 S A S e e T o 5

ASE Master Technicians

certified In all areas of automaolive repairs

|AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE

I
1
i
3 |
MENT: ©
Brak:rEAlll:)%geYs Appougaafin o » Test Complete A/C System and Test for Leaks o []
. ’ . * !
« Fuel Injection Cars, ‘Prucks, Vans) - » Check All .B.elts’ Hoses and Connections 9 :
. :E C%Tditigning -TmlssLlfms Repairs & ¢ Freon Additional e
S50 Haco *Tung:op = * Most Cars, Light Trucks and Vans =
* Supension Forelgn & Domestic) ) |
ﬁ‘f'\:' TrAuckls, \l.-'ans} . ompuleor Aggnme_ll_u VK"“ ¢ |Includes New 134A Systems :
. ine Analysis Printout On Cars, Trucks, ” ; 1
Wsl% Printout Van, Motor Homes ASE, MACS, DER Certified. With coupon. Exp. 11/30/02 i
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We Accept

BRANDON TIRE & AUTO SERVICE [

Jim Santy, Owner * Serving You Since 1957 @ e
2514 HWY 60 East * Valrico - 685-6344 A
STORE HOURS: MON-FRI 7ZAM-6PM SAT 7AM-5PM [

FLORIDA MOTOR VERICLE REPAIR Nmuvoo 7549 Instant Credit WAG

WE ARE PROUD &
ACTIVE MEMBER

OF THESE
ORGANIZATIONS:
Suncoast Tire Delers Assod,

| . National Tire Dealers
* U.8. Chamber of Commerce
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Photo Courtesy Center Place
William E. Greet will have a one man show at Center Place in Brandon.

One Man Art Show
At Center Place

A Gazette Report

William E. Greet, a Bran-
don resident and Tampa Bay
area artist and teacher, will
have a one man show at Cen-
ter Place in Brandon Nov. 7
through Nov. 26.

The show, entitled “Then
and Now” is a 40 year retro-
spection of art in various
media.

The collection represents
works from the 1960’s to the
present day, showcasing Mr.
Greets “life journeys and
works of intense personal
interest, then and now”.

Greet was born in Chester-
field England in 1928, and
has been an American for
the last 40 years.

He is listed in Internation-

Traffic

al Who's Who in Art &
Antiques, Second Edition.

He has had two galleries,
one in Collingswood, New
Jersey and one in Camden,
Maine.

Greet has taught in his
own studio at both locations
and has also been the
artist/teacher in residence at
the Farnsworth Museum in
Rockland, Maine until its
transition several years ago.

His Online Gallery can be
found at:
http://www.williamgreetart.c
om

A reception hosted by
Greet will be held at Center
Place at 5:30 p.m. on Nov. 7 at
Center Place, 619 Vonder-
burg Drive in Brandon.

From page 9

place, if the County Commis-
sion agrees with it.

Also, 90 percent of the
homeowners in the affected
area must sign the petition,
either for or against it, for the
petition to be valid.

A date has not yet been set
for this proposal to be pre-
sented to the County Com-
mission.

The neighborhood
approach has a lot of validity
to it. It is like sewing a quilt;
it comes out much nicer if you
organize the project as a
whole instead of just putting
a piece here and one there
and hoping it turns out right.

For more information, con-
tact Steve Valdez, Hillsbor-
ough County’s community
relations expert at 272-5275.

Weight Limits

Reinstated On
Lithia-Pinecrest Road

REMOVAL OPTION HIT
ROADBLOCKS

By LAURA FRAZIER

Despite a study by Hills-
borough County Public
Works staff indicating that
weight limits on Lithia-
Pinecrest Road could be inef-
fective and difficult to
enforce, the Board of County
Commissioners at its Oct. 2
meeting voted to reinstate
the limits - at least tem-
porarily.

Five of the seven commis-
sioners declined to consider
the option favored by county
engineers and many Bloom-
ingdale residents - the
removal of both Lithia-
Pinecrest Road and Bloom-
ingdale Avenue from the
route. Commissioners Ronda
Storms and Stacey Easter-
ling spoke in favor of the
removal option.

The board voted 4 - 3 to
prohibit truck traffic in
excess of 25 tons or 50,000
pounds from the road.

Trucks hauliniloads origi-
nating from or being deliv-
ered to destinations along

the road will not be restrict-
ed.

The signs were reposted
the week of Oct. 14.

Public Works staff was also
asked to research scope,
schedule and funding issues
for a number of safety
enhancements to Lithia
Pinecrest Road originally
suggested as a stand-alone
option in the report, includ-
ing additional traffic signals,
streetlights “and signage,
bridge repairs and widened

: shoulders.

In addition, the board
approved a motion by Com-
missioner Chris  Hart to

‘bump up the next county-

“Replacing the
signs will provide
almost immediate
relief until a coun-
tywide truck route
study can be
accomplished.”

CLAUDE FORTIN
River Hills resident

wide truck route review from
2004 to 2003.

Fish Hawk Trails home-
owners association president
Larry McLendon, and River
Hills resident Claude
“Frenchy” Fortin, among
those residents who led the
charge to reinstate welg
limits, seemed satisfied wi
the interim solution.

“Replacing the signs will

provide almost immediate

relief until a countywide
truck route study can be
accomplished. Option num-
ber one (removing both
Lithia-Pinecrest and Bloom-
ingdale from the route) is
still a possibility. In the
meantime, Lithia-Pinecrest
will be safer for our fa.m1hes {
Fortin said. 4

Bloomingdale Homeown-
ers Association president Ted
Grable said the issue hasn’t
come to the end of the road
yet.

“Hopefully the interim
plan will improve safety on
Lithia-Pinecrest. However, if
truck traffic continues to be a
problem, I am sure the com-
munity will return to the
Board of County Commig-
sioners, In addition, we will
look in earnest for the 2003
truck route study to recom-
mend the removal of bo*
Lithia-Pinecrest and Bloo
ingdale Avenue from the
route.”
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] E mail letters to
uet!ers@quomJng
daleGazette.com or mail to
Editor; 3509 Bell Shoals Rd.,
Valrico, FL 33594, All ietters
are subject to editing. -

Scooters
And Traffic
Don’t Mix

1 was driving east on
Bloomingdale and had
stopped for the signal at
Providence, waiting for the
light to change from red to
green. I had my foot on the
brake and was far enough

PR P L T TR ACT ST ST T

behind the car in front of me
to see the back tires...some-
thirig I learned at traffic
school in 1986.

The signal turned green,
the car in front of me began
to move g0 I took my foot off
the brake,

At that precise moment a
young man on one of those
two-wheel scooters flashed in
front of my car.

I hit the brake and the car
stopped.

The young man on the
scooter did not even notice
that I had saved his life.

He went on his way to the
new Albertson’s market,

My 69-year-old reaction
time still seems to be work-
ing, although I'd just as soon
not have it tested, especially
by an unlicensed vehicle and
driver.

Howard Raymond

OK To Park
In Street?

Who can I contact regard-
ing street parking problems
in my neighborhood?

I live in Somerset. I have
three neighbors who continu-

blissfully unaware, I am ally park their cars in the

sure, that he had put himgelf street 24/17. '

in any danger. Our street looks like a
Say you sawitin

The Bloomingdale Gazette

parking lot.

With the number of kids in
our area and the high traffic,
this could also be a very dan-

gerous situation.
Name Withheld

According to the Hillsbor-
ough County Sheriff’s Dept.,
it is legal for homeowners to
park their cars on the street
in front of their own home,
providing the vehicle is regis-
tered, operable and in “good”
condition.

In regards to the issue of
safety, you may wish to call
Deputy Pete Maurer, Bloom-
ingdale’s Community
Resource Deputy, at 635-
8040.

30 YEAR FIXED
5075 0/0

o. 0"7"4; APR

15 YEAR FlXED
50250/0

5.52% APR

SMART LOAN
B 5 0/0

5.44 APR

No Credit Score » Ne tncome Verification
No Asset Verification « 20% Bown Payment Required

NeARIARNISRGENIERILILEIERGtbanon

No Closing Cost Loans
Available
= Call for Rates

Call Tim Dunne at

654-1044

A.PR. based on $150,000 loan amount. Rates and terms subject to change.
Rates were cument at printing date. Equal housing lender.

2 HILL k

Catch this Dlp in the
Rates and Save Thousands

\M)ﬂ GAGTE

Just like the stock Market rates dip daily

* call me to watch & lock your perfect rate.
4316 New River Hills Parkway e Valrico, Florida 33594

REDUCED PAPERWORK ¢ SAME DAY APPROVAL

CLOSE QUICKLY

Located at the entrance to River Hills Country Club

River) Tills

COUNTRY CLUB

281475
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Many residents are concerned
about the inevitable increase in
traffic on Lithia-Pinecrest Road af-
ter construction of the new Publix
and Lithia Crossings shopping
centers is complete. County plans
to widen the road are still about
twenty years out. A group of resi-
dents are working with county offi-
cials to have improvements com-

: “Eq« pleted much sooner.

Residents Want (5
Lithia-Pinecrest ',
Improvements

School Choice Meeting Draws Slim Crowd

By SHANNAN D. POWELL

With debates over school
boundaries heating up in
Bloomingdale, schaol choice
has taken a backseat, which
is unfortunate for Hillsbor-
ough school leaders current-
ly canvassing the county to
push the district’s plan.

On Oct. 7, William Person,
director of pupil assignment,
and Beleria Floyd, choice
marketing specialist, pre-
sented the school choice plan
for 2004 to a small crowd at
Burns Middle School.

“On paper, it seems good,”
said Linda Shay, a Blooming-
dale resident whose children
Whitney and Thomas are
seventh graders at Burns.
“But realistically I don’t
know how it will come out.
Right now there is the bound-
ary issue, so I don’t even
know where we'll be.”

Foremost of concern among
the parents present was pri-
ority in determining which
students will attend which
schools and the transporta-
tion logistics involved. Many
were concerned about the
possibility their children
might get squeezed out of
their neighborhood schools
by an influx of choice stu-
dents.

“If you live in a region, you
can stay where you are. You
can’t get bumped out of your
assigned school,” Floyd said.
“But priority will be given to

“If you live in a
region, you can stay
where you are. You
can’t get bumped
out of your assigned

school.”

BELERIA FLOYD
choice marketing specialist

people living in the zone
(within each region) to fill
slots vacated by those opting
for school choice.” Alafia and
Cimino elementary schools,
Burns Middle School and
Bloomingdale High currently
fall under Region 5. Zone
schools within Region 5 are
Oak Park Elementary and
Franklin Middle School.

Under the new plan, stu-
dents living within the zone
will have an opportunity to
change schools every year,
while the remaining Region 5
students are limited to
changing schools in kinder-
garten, sixth grade or ninth
grade.

“I think we should choose
every year, Or everyone
choose at the same major
three times,” Shay said.
“Everyone should have the
same opportunity to make
the choices, only with excep-
tions that should be
addressed individually.”

Many of those individual
cases will fall within the

three phases of enrollment,
where magnet takes priority
over choice, and choice takes
priority over special assign-
ment, Deference will be given
to siblings wanting to attend
the same school, and addi-
tional options will include
fundamental academies and
attractor programs focusing
on math, science, Spanish,
culinary arts or sign lan-
guage.

With so many options and
the possibility of thousands of
students going different
directions every day, trans-
portation is a major consider-
ation. While some students
will have no options but trav-
eling by car, the county wants
to establish additional bus
routes with possible transfer
stations, like current magnet
school networks.

“How transportation is
going to work is going to be a
huge issue,” said Burns Prin-
cipal Brenda Nolte. “Parents
and kids might like the pro-
grams offered, but have
issues with transportation.”

With a driver shortage
plaguing the county, many
parents are wondering how
additional bus routes will fit
into this network. But for
parents like Rosie Petrilli,
transportation is not an
issue.

“The way I look at it, I
would do anything I would
need to do to get my son to the
school that he needed to go

to,” said Petrilli, Alafia Ele-
mentary PTA president,
whose group will host a
choice meeting with Floyd
and Person on January 14. “I
feel absolutely confined to
Burns and Bloomingdale,
and this plan gives me more_
options to choose from.” - c,

Hillsborough school lead-
ers point to the success of the
magnet program as an indi-
cator of the feasibility of
school choice. : .

“There is a waiting list for
every magnet school,” Person
said. “That’s how we know
choice is going to work.”

But with only about 40
people at the Burns meeting,
the school choice plan seems
to be paling in the shadow of
boundary issues that could
divide neighborhoods into
separate regions, therefore
changing school choice
options.

“I haven’t heard a lot from
parents,” Nolte said. “It’s not
a real bone of contention. I
think people here are content
with their schools. Also,
they've been hearing ‘choice,
choice, choice’ for so long now,
I don’t think they understand
it is here yet.”

For more information
about the school choice plan,
and a complete list of Region

5 schools, visit the school dia ;

trict’s web site a
www.sdhe.k12.fl.us or call
272-4000.

&)
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Property Manager's Report

By AL DEVNEY

Al Devney, Bloomingdale
Property Manager and presi-
dent of Devney Property Man-
agement, Inc., can be reached
at 684-6667. Excerpts of the
Property Manager’s report for
the month of September 2002
are as follows.

$500 Reward Offered

The Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District is offering a
$500 reward for information
leading to the arrest of van-
dals responsible for the
destruction of Bloomingdale
community property.

A $1000 directory sign at
the north end of Culbreath
was destroyed the day after it
was newly installed, and a
$500 iron bench at Spring-
vale and Orange Point was
cut from the anchoring bolts

and stolen.
Call Deputy Pete Maurer
at 635-8040.

Irrigation

Brandon Irrigation
repaired a broken zone line
on the Golf Manor system
and repaired a defective
valve in the Groveway sys-
tem; Thunder Irrigation
adjusted and added heads to
the Allwood and Groveway
systems; DPMI replaced 26
spray heads, 3 rotors, 1 sole-
noid and 26 lights, and
repaired 9 risers.

Landscaping

Greenturf Inc. removed the
weeds from the confederate
jasmine beds on Springvale
and started trimming the
creeping fig; Neighborhood
Pest Control sprayed Spring-
vale with a pre-emergence

Luminaria Kits Offered

[)PLACE ORDERS BY NOV. 9
=

An AAUW Report

For the 23rd consecutive
year Brandon will be aglow
on Christmas Eve as the tra-
dition of lighting luminaries
(paper bag lanterns) contin-
ues. ;

Brandon Branch, Ameri-
can Association of University
Women, in conjunction with
the Lions Club of Brandon,

will again “light up Brandon™

by distributing luminaria

kits, which contain 15 Em-

Kay eight hour votive can-

dles, 15 bags (brown or white)

matches, instructions, and a

bag of sand. Each kit sells for
; $5.00.

Historically, luminarias
have.been known as a Mexi-
can tradition, lighted on
Christmas Eve at dusk to
await the coming of the
Christ Child.

This tradition has filtered

into Florida and other parts
of the United States through-
out the years,

The tradition has contin-
ued to grow and helps unite
neighborhoods. during the
holidays.

Proceeds from sales will
benefit programs supported
by both Brandon AAUW and
the Lions Club of Brandon.

Orders must be placed
before Nov. 9.

Distribution and pick up
will be on Saturday, Nov. 16.

Free delivery is provided
for neighborhoods with a
minimum order of 50 kits.

We welcome new neighbor-
hoods to participate in “Light
Up Brandon.”

For additional informa-
tion, contact Joyce Gardner,
661-9205; Ann Hubbard, 899-
9423; or Mary Ann Walters,
681-4502.

LETTERS? COMMENTS? QUESTIONS?

E-mail: Letters@BloomingdaleGazette.com

weed killer to control future
weed growth; DPMI planed 2
dozen yellow lantana and 2
dozen Indian hawthorn
plants to replace some dead
landscaping.

Miscellaneous -

Russell Electric replaced a
defective light fixture at Big
Pine entrance and a defective
timer at the Kiowa entrance.

TECO replaced a
destroyed light pole on Cul-
breath; Hillshorough County
replaced 120 feet of broken
sidewalk on Natures Way;
DOT began installing miss-
ing sidewalks that the gener-
al contractors failed to install
on Garnet, Canoga Park and
Bell Shoals; 27 Crepe Myrtle
and 3 Sable Palms can possi-
bly be moved and survive. Six
Live Oaks on Garnet will
probably be destroyed by the

contractor because they are
in the path of the 5-ft. side-
walks; DPMI met with Plan-
scape Inc. to finalize irriga-
tion requirements for the
Greenhollow entrance; DPMI
met with Deputy Pete Maur-
er to discuss safety issues,
tree trimming and traffic
signs.

Eat; Drink and Pitch
Out The Window

In the land of eat, drink
and pitch out the window, Mr.
Devney picked up 26 bags of
litter, 2 towels, a GMC floor
mat, a tire, a pair of safety
glasses, ‘a shirt, a- smoke
alarm, a pillow case, 3 marble

-counter tops (in pieces) and'a
‘windfall of $6.27. A

The beverages of choice were
Mountain Dew for soft drinks,
Olde English for beer and Jack
Daniels for distilled spirits.

. _SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE .
THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

other viewing options.

Thursday, Nov. 7, 2002
6:00PM

Special Guest:

Jeffrey A. Dowd
Attorney at Law

280664

Have You Thought

About Your Will Lately? =

From the birth of a child to a struggle with illness, numerous life
events cause us to consider the impact our own mortality wil -
have on loved ones. In response, many people turn to writing a

will as a way of ensuring assets ultimately pass to their heirs.

Is a will enough to protect what's most important to you?

Please join us as our panel of experts explore this and
other common estate-planning issues, including:

¢ Trusts vs. wills: Is one better for you?

* Protecting loved ones if you become.ill F'
* Deciding when and how your assets are distributed

» Paying esatate taxes, the mortgage and other bills

This one-hour program is free, but seating is limited. To reserve
your seat or for more information, please call or stop by taday.
If you are unable to attend, please contact our office for

Dan Sammons, CLU
(Just Off Lithia-Pinecrast next
to "Car Wash on The Greens”) |
3616 Erindale Drive

Serving Brandon,
Bloomingdale & Valrico
Bus;: 813-681-1462
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

Servig Individual Investors Since 1871
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D'ANN WHITE/Photo
Stephanie Martin is the owner of Mealtime Magic, an in-home cooking service.

TEMPLE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

INFANTS THRU 7™ GRADE
A BEKA Curriculum

A Christian Based Curriculum

Pre-school & Infant Care
6:30-6:00pm

INCLUDING: . * One stop for parents with

- infants thru
® Math e Science 7th graders
* Reading * Loving child care
¢ History by trained
* Arts & Crafts professionals

* Certified Teachers ® We specialize

* Trained Specialists in children

in Computers e After school

pick-up available

& Other Disciplines
Multiple child discount available
© Small Classes
279598

TEMPLE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
Home of Grace Baptist Church o na]
2909 John Moore Road * Brandon, FL 33511 =5}

689-7190 —
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Chef-For-Hire Makesm
Mealtime Magic

By D’ANN WHITE

It’s the secret desire of
every tired, stressed-out
working mother — to have
someone else cook dinner for
the family and then clean up
the kitchen afterward.

But most people feel hiring
a personal chef is too extrav-
agant, said Bloomingdale
resident Stephanie Martin.

“There’s a misconception
that you have to be rich to
have a personal chef.”

In fact, said Martin, using
a personal chef can be just as
affordable as eating out
every night — without the
wait.

There are other advan-
tages as well, said Martin,
who has started her own in-
home cooking service, Meal-
time Magic.

A personal chef service
also gives customers a
chance to choose meals that
fit their diets, tastes and
lifestyles.

Martin can prepare meals
geared for diabetics, people
on low-salt or low-fat diets or
people looking for a quick,
healthy meal that isn’t from
a fast-food restaurant.

The Bloomingdale mother
of two said she grew up in an
Italian kitchen, learning to
cook with fresh ingredients
and a discerning palate.

She later received her
bachelor of science at the
University of South Florida,
majoring in wellness leader-
ship

“I wanted to incorporate
something I like to do that
would be of service to other
people,” said Martin. “There’s
a really big demand for this
kind of service as people’s
lives get busier and busier
yet we become more health-
conscious.”

Armed with fresh ingredi-
ents and her own portable
kitchen, which includes
everything from pots and

“There’s a really big
demand for this
kind of service as
people’s lives get
busier and busier
yet we become more

health-conscious.”

STEPHANIE MARTIN
chef, Mealtime Magic

pans to spices and a vacuum
bag sealer, Martin will go
into a customer’s home and
prepare meals in the home to
the customer’s specifications.

She prepares no less than
three entrees in a day or a
maximum of five entrees

with sides. After preparing —.

entrees, vegetables, salads

even desserts, Martin clean§ -

the kitchen, packages the
food and leaves heating
instructions.

“T offer different packages
depending on the client’s
needs and tastes,” she said.
“Sometimes it means prepar-
ing different things for differ-
ent members of the family.
Not everyone likes the same
things.”

She noted that it’s an ideal
service for a new mother or a
person who is rehabilitating
from a sickness or injury.

“I can come in weekly,
biweekly, monthly or on an
as-needed basis,” she said. “I
just love cooking. It’s my
thing. And I get a lot of satis-
faction from bring families
back to the table for a
healthy meal”

In addition to her personal
chef service, Martin offers
event planning, gift certifi-
cates, special desserts and
kitchen/pantry reorganiza-
tion.

A member of the national
Personal Chefs Network Inc.

%

Martin offers free consulta\_'

tions. Information: 789-8302.

By SHANNAN D. POWELL

Aretha Franklin has got
nothing on the Cool Cats at
Cimino Elementary when it
comes to R-E-S-P-E-C-T.

- For the first nine weeks of

school, the children have
been learning about respect,
and on Oct. 1, 35 students -
one from each class - were
recognized as Cougar Cool
Cats for Character for Sep-
tember.

“We have a lot of children
who show respect, but we
were looking for someone
that shined,” said Cimino
Guidance Counselor Debbie
Minichbauer. “We want to be
successful in academics, but
we also feel that character
development is important.
These are model students for
the other students to follow.”

Each month teachers will
select Cool Cats from their
class to be honored for exem-
plifying a specific character

#*xait during a special awards

_remony.

In addition, they will
receive certificates and car
signs and have their pictures
displayed in the multipur-
pose room for the entire
month. -

Before school began, char-
acter traits were chosen by a
Character Education Com-
mittee for each quarter. The
committee, consisting  of
Minichbauer, teachers Patty
Odom and Sheryl Yordan,
and principal Sandra Frost,
will focus on responsibility
next. To assist them, teachers
provide displays in their
classrooms and guide the
children in playing fairly,
cleaning up, listening, wait-
ing their turn and showing
good manners.

“I've been in other schools
in other states,” Minichbauer
said, “and with character
development students gen-
uinely are more caring
towards each other.

You see kids being more

| mpassionate towards each
ither, being more responsi-
ble. It builds team effort for a
positive kind of atmosphere.”
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mCiminoCelebrates Coﬁgars With Cha-l’actef |

Cimino Cool Cats for September 2002, kindergarten through grade 2

Photos courtesy Cimino Elementary School
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September Cimino Cougar
Cool Cats for Character are
Tyler Greco, Aubree Cutler,
Kristin Wyckoff, Chandler
Powell, Rachael Frost, Ori-
ana Ma, Savannah Whidden,
Victoria  Harris, Sarah
Brown, Ryan Kelley, Andrea

Friesen, Erin Gregor,
Danielle Gross, Christopher
Bosek, Kyle Willnow, Jacob
Amburn, Kelsey Scallan, Jen-
nifer Scharp, Payton Sims,
Kendall Correll, Steve Ferli-
ta, Emily Amburn, Kacie Hol-
lenbaugh, Emily Higgins,

and Bria Bequette.

Also, Colleen Meredith,
Sarah Verble, Nicci Showal-
ter, Cheyenne Rhon, Carolyn
‘Rosser, Jonathan Kelley, Paul

Gross, Mariel Beesting,
Gretchen Kauffman, and
Marissa McGee.
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Bloomingdale Substation Notes

Holiday
Season
Safety,

Security

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER
and OFFICER SANDY
CAPITANO

The Bloomingdale Com-
munity Station is at 4342
Bell Shoals Road, near Beef
O’Brady’s restaurant in the
Village Center Plaza. Station
hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
Information: 635-8040. For
immediate assistance call the
Sheriff’s dispatch center at
247-8200 or 911 for emergen-
cies.

Home, Shopping Security

Yes, it is November and the
official beginning of the holi-
day season is here. This
means shopping, travel plans
and parties. : 2

As a shopper and as a
homeowner you must take
the special precautions nec-
essary to insure that your
holidays are not spoiled up by
a robbery or a home burglary.

As a shopper, be extra cau-
tious and aware of your sur-
roundings and actions. Don’t
be careless. Be alert, Don’t
leave your car unlocked or

with packages piled in the
back seat.

:As a homeowner, take the
time to carefully secure your
home before you head out for
Christmas vacation or just
shopping.

Special “Security Watch”
requests can be completed at
the community station.

Also, the ' Hillshorough
County Sheriff’s Office offers

free home security surveys to

homeowners to help prevent

MONDAYS * 9:30 and 10:30 am

281482

Your Child’s
Development

THROUGH AN INTERACTIVE Music ProGRaM FOR
CHILDREN AND CAREGIVERS (Ages 5 months - 5 years)

Entertaining and educational musk: program designed to enhance your childs social, motor;
linguage and cognitive development through song, darice, puppets and instruments,
For Class availability call Dawn 643-1097
TUESDAYS ¢ 10:00 am

First United Methodist Church $t. Stephen's Catholic Church Limona Church
{58 60 and Kraght 5t) Bed Shoals Rd) (405 Limona Rd)
Contac Tina 6818750 Contact Dawm at 643-1097 Contact Tina at 681-8750

$6.00 per session or 5 classes for $25.00
for mare informiation visit wwwmusicwthmarcom

‘ ﬁlc

FRIDAYS ¢ [ 1:00 AM

For information on this
program, contact the Sher-
iff’s Office at 247-8115.

According to Tom Cuenca
with Thomas Locksmith Ser-
vice, “Many burglaries could
be prevented by having all
door and window locks
checked for proper operation,

adding simple security items-

and paying special attention

to doors. Two of the most vul--

nerable areas are the main
garage doors and the garage
side doors. They both give
open access to your home.”
For additional information on
locks, call Tom at 685-5011.

Driver Safety

Want to really enjoy the
holidays and not spend time
in an Emergency Room?

Before you head for the
family.trip, be sure that all of
your passengers are buckled
up .and your car: has been’
given a good safety check.

5 MACK AUSTIN/Phot6
Tpf!eves see these federal mailboxes as a source of checks and credit cards. To be safe, take your mall inside the post
office. 1 y

Plan ahead and get you..
child seats checked before:
you leave. Call the communi-'
ty station for appointments.

None of us want to be hit'
by a drunk driver. So, don’t be'
one yourself. Do not drink'
and drive or ride with thoge
who do. i

Holiday Mail Security
Hillsborough County Sher-
iff’s Deputy Lt. Rob Bullaro,
reports, “A rash of federal
mailbox robberies recently
occurred in south Hillsbor-
ough County. '
The thieves have not been

'~ apprehended. All residents

are cautioned not to put mail
with cash or checks in these
boxes. o it i e el
Take your mail inside thei:
Post Office. Federal investi-
gators are working with'
Hillsborough County ‘Sher--
iff’s deputies to solve what is -
now a Federal crime.” : « + ' ¢
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' BRISTOL GREEN
' BEARS BRUNT OF TRAFFIC
: By SHANNAN D. POWELL

E Correspondent

Buses are all many Cimino
Elementary School parents
want, and they made it
known to county representa-
tives at a community meeting
last Thursday at the school.

i Since the school’s inaugu-
ral opening in August, traffic
and transportation have been
what some parents are call-
ing “chaos.” With no bus serv-
ice in Bloomingdale East,
many children walk up to two
miles to school, or ride with
parents who-wait in lines
that stretch from the school
on Culbreath Road well onto
Natures Way.

. “After walking 1.9 miles, is
anybody going to be ready to
learn?” asked Amy Wein-
stein, mother of two Cimino
students and resident of Pre-
ston Woods, the farthest
neighborhood from the
© hool. “What time would
“wey have to get up to walk

for almost an hour to school?.

Right now, we pretty much
have it worked out, but my
husband had to change his
W(&;k-houra to drop off the

“Parents vented their frus-
trations at the open forum,
which included Gary Tate,
senior engineer from Hills-
borough County Public
Works traffic services; Sherri
Sikes, general director for
Area 5 schools; school safety
representative Ann Anderson
and community resource
deputy Pete Maurer. Many
parents left the meeting dis-
satisfied.

i “The only thing that came
of the meeting:was that the
principal offered to readjust
dismissal times again,” said
parent Steve Miller, who said
he would not consider letting
his 6-year-old walk two miles
to school. “The people from
the district deflected the
responsibility, saying that
/*igis the othlier  person’s
bblem.” » P CIRER

: Miller has even conisidered
bringing -a lawsuit against

the county to get a judge to
interpret the State Board of
Education’s Administrative
Rule 6A-3 dealing with school
transportation. The rule
states that “a reasonable
walking distance for any stu-
dent who is not otherwise eli-
gible for transportation ... is
any distance not more than 2
miles between the home and
school or 1 1/2 miles between
home and the assigned bus
stop.” 2B :

“This needs to be
addressed at the state level,”
Anderson said. “We don’t
make the policy or set the
rules.” Anderson volunteered
to collect addresses to re-
measure the distances to
Cimino from students’
homes, but warned that fund-
ing for buses would take
money out of the classrooms.

Parents from other neigh-
boring communities voiced
related safety concerns at
last week’s meeting.

Parents from River Cross-
ing would like to see a cross-

Standing” signs along the
road, Representatives from
the sheriff’s office concurred,
saying that without signs
they cannot enforce bans
against outsider parking in
the neighborhood. i
Compounding concerns is
what several parents call
poor planning in the con-
struction of Cimino.

The school is placed at the
end of a 0.4-mile driveway
and only offers one narrow
gidewalk for walkers and

F,‘.“'J..'. ETE_ I e
)
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~_Parents Want Buses For Cimino Students

bike riders. Many present
were stunned to learn that
the county is building anoth-
er school following the same
plan used for Cimino.

“The school district is try-
ing to build schools in neigh-
borhoods like these to avoid
buses,” Anderson said.

Said Debbie Duncan, Cimi-
no’s PTA president: “In a
neighborhood big enough to
house not one, but two ele-
mentary schools, you're going
to have traffic issues.”

Look for your
neighborhood news

| The Bloomingdale
Gazette

walk closer to their subdivi-

sion with appropriate sig- |
nage to slow speeders on
Natures Way.

“Additional school. cross-
ings would better distribute

pedestrian and bicycle traf- |

fic,” Tate said. “You can make |
a request for a crossing guard |
and flashing lights at River
Crossing, but the guard must |
be trained by the sheriff’s
office before they can be
assigned.”

Residents of Bristol Green, '

located across Culbreath |
Road from the school, com-
plained about congestion and

intrusion into their subdivi- |
sion. i

“Our neighborhood has |
become a satellite parking lot

for Cimino,” said resident '

Karen Farmer. “It is not
unusual to have 20 to 30 cars
parked in the neighborhood |

on any given afternoon at
2:15, and most of them don’t |

even live in Bristol Green.”
Though. residents. are |

adverse to speed bumps, bar- ©
riers or signs in the area, Tate =

said the best option would be

to install “No Parking” or “No |

-~ Your
“Personal Gardener”

More than just a quick cut, we offer complete gardening and landscape

services including but not limited to:

Weekly Lawn Service Tilling of beds or gardens
Laying Sod Mulch or Rock Spreading
Minor Excavating Irrigation or Sprinkler Repair
Pressure Washing Landscape Lighting

Tree or Hedge Trimming

Plantings of Trees, Bulbs or Plants

Give us a call for a Free Consultation.
We can do your job for you or offer a helping hand!

813-477-9948

Licensed & Insured

AN D AN o =

267173
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Players Wyap It Up;
Wait For More

; mingdale Lit-
The Bloomingdale Lit- This Blgobaseball play-
tle League softball sea- tle _Leag:dy and waiting
| son officially ends in just ?rrlfv il;fter ball, just like
a few days. 0 ing season.
Therey were lots of hewasfor spring

racticing,
great games, fantastic SO keﬁ?mgtarm and

plays and good team- take cm'By’ It won't be

work. See you next sea- get read
son! long.

Runners * Bérry Wreaths
Tm-mm * Trafip Candles
» Accent Tables

ed Table Toppers Fcur!tain—s
B?{:c;e Top Decor * Candies_tldts
Unique Baby Towels & Gifts

Royal Oaks Shopping Center
3240 lithia Pinecrest Suite 101 » Valico
(Corner of Lithia Pinecrest & Bloomingdale)
Open Monday through Saturday 10am - 6pm

§13-643-939

MACK AUSTIN/Photos

Look for your
neighborhood news
The Bloomingdale
Gazette
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rliestaurant Review

Kazbor’s Grille Opens On Lithia-Pinecrest

By ELTON DUMONT
Exclusive to The
Bloomingdale Gazette

If you don’t stray far from

‘Bell Shoals Road, you may
‘have missed the newest
‘restaurant opening in our
area, at 2211 Lithia Center
‘Lane off Lithia-Pinecrest
Road, just north of Blooming-
~dale Avenue,

I only knew of one other
Kazbor’s, in Riverview, so you
can imagine my surprise
when the menu listed a total
of ten locations including
Gainesgville,

This new, free-standing
restaurant is extremely well
appointed inside.

It seems to fit the needs of

‘a sports pub, lounge and fam-
‘ily dining without interfering
on each of the others ‘turf’,

. The non-smoking and fam-

- ¢ dining area is separated
-com the lounge;

* Family dining is in the
sports pub area with multiple
large screen TV’s.

. The big difference is that
:Kazbor’s adds openness and
‘six large windows to give it a
fresh and airy appearance.
" Mrs. Dumont and I tried it
for lunch on a recent Friday
.and were pleasantly sur-
prised by how busy it was,

Even so, a short wait for a
table usually is a good sign of

things to come.

The menu looked interest-
ing and moderately priced.
Starters priced from $1.99 to
$9.95 include Jalapeno Pop-
pers, Mozzarella Dipstix,
Muchos Nachos, Calamari,
combination platter and, of
course, the ever popular
wings, starting at $5.65 for
10, up to $22.95 for 50,

Our server took our drink
order, and a few minutes
later a second server came
and distributed our silver.

rre and asked for our drink

\.der - definitely not a good
sign.

We continued Perusing the

menu and can tell you they
have a variety of soups, sal-
ads and chili.

I didn’t order the chili, but
it looked good.

I know because right after
we ordered, a server put a cup
of chili in front of me and
started walking away.

I told him I didn’t order
and he politely whisked it
away. Okay, so no harm no
foul!

Kazbor’s Grille Specialties
include a 12-0z. Rib Eye
($13.95), a 10-0z. Sirloin
($12.95), and smothered
chicken and grouper dinners.

The Kazbor’'s House
Favorites include Beef or
Chicken Kazadillas and
Chicken Chimichunga’s,
while the Pastabilities
include Penne Pasta or
Shrimp Scampi over pasta.

My wife ordered a Chicken
Caesar Wrap ($6.49) with
black beans and rice.

This wrap was selected
from numerous offerings that
can be ordered regular or
pressed. I ordered a Grouper
Sandwich ($6.95) from the
Super Sandwich Section that
also included ‘Kazburgers’,
Cubans, and Philly Cheese
chicken or steak, 3

My wife said the wrap was
better than most and served
very attractively.

On the other side, my fried
grouper sandwich was paper-
thin. :

I'm accustomed to having
fried grouper thick and flaky,
so I was a tad disappointed at
its appearance.

But what the heck, I ate it
anyway and found it to be
less than ordinary but okay.

My French fries were ter-
rific.

That’s because I don’t like
seasoned fries, wedge cut
fries, tater tots, etc.

Just regular ordinary fries,
and that is exactly what I got.

And you know the stan-
dard question during your

meal, “How is everything?”
When our server asked, I
started to answer but she
turned away in mid sentence.
All in all, the learning curve
for service has a ways to go.

Kazbor’s is open from 11
a.m. to 11 p.m. weekdays and
11 a.m. to 1 a.m. on Satur-
days.

They have a children’s
menu including Chicken
Strips, Grilled Cheese,
Grouper Fingers and Mac
and Cheese for about $4, all
served with your choice of
veggies or fries.

Our bill including tax and
gratuity was $21.

We included slightly mare
than the usual 15% tip, but
we did think about it first.

Rating, Based on 5 Stars:

Food %%
Service Yk
Ambience &%
Overall %%

Until we eat again,

Elton Dumont

LerTERS? COMMENTS? QUESTIONS?
E-mail: Letters@BloomingdaleGazette.com

We have

i .'"!T

...to put a smile on your face.

¢ Whitening

o Crowns & Bridges

¢ Dental Implants

* Non-Surgical Gum Treatment

13-4 ]
' ' D.M.D.

Practicing Fine Cosmetic
& Family Dentistry

1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE o BRANDON
www.drbrantwade.com

plenty of ways...

* Most Procedures Completed In Office
* Insurance Filed For You

* VISA / MASTERCARD

* Extended Payment Plans Available

CALL TODAY

662-9233

to schedule your consultation

278170




Up On South
Miller Road

Thanks to Jeff Mauch and his staff
at Hillsborough County Parks
Maintenance Unit lI, new security
gates have been installed on S.’
Miller Road at the entrance to the
Bloomingdale Little League Park.
The gates look great and will im-
prove security at the park.

Well done! i ¢'

s e
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Update
From page 11

“rease in newly assigned « speeding everywhere. er Bell Shoals/Bloomingdale
ueputies, and the need for Watch St disaster if not controlled
additional helicopters to speedometer S or Cimino Traffic, Safety properly.” (see related story in

cover the ever-expanding
Hillsborough County,

He explained the safety

factors involved in pulling

trucks over on Lithia and

Bloomingdale, and empha-
sized, “The best control of
these trucks must come from
the companies themselves,

controlling the weights
hauled, and the driving
habits of the truckers.” His

‘motorcycle units are con-
‘stantly pulling speeders of all
‘ages over on Nature’s Way
‘and continually find it neces-

sary to remind drivers to stop
for school buses on Blooming-

‘dale Avenue.

you'll see blue

Resource Deputy

Deputy Maurer noted that
the radar speed monitor
owned by the Bloomingdale
community will be seeing
increased use. “Watch your
speedometers or you’ll see
blue lights, and it is very
expensive,” Maurer said.

He also noted continued
problems with drivers run-
ning red lights, not yielding
at the intersection of Bloom-
ingdale and Bell Shoals, cut-
ting through neighborhoods
to avoid school zones, and

Mike Chenen, president of

mentary School (see related
story in this issue).

John Moore Rd. Development

Gary Johanboeke, Hickory
Creek resident, noted the
serious concerns of homeown-
ers with the current plans
being discussed to develop
the acreage located at the
intersection of Bloomingdale
Avenue and John Moore
Road.

He said, “This intersection
could easily turn into anoth-

this issue).

Lewis briefed the council llg hts: and it is the Bristol Green Homeown- Thank You
on the constant issue of traf- very expen sive, 2 ers Association, shared infor-
° fic. He noted the plan to have mation on the Oct. 24 meet- It is with sincere sadness
Se mmg’ Gﬂtes weight limit signs replaced PETE MAURER ing to discuss safety and traf- that members of the Bloom-
on Lithia-Pinecrest Road. Bloomingdale Community fic issues around Cimino Ele- ingdale Area Community

Council and Bloomingdale
residents bid farewell to one
of our most active members.

Rick Allen, president of the
Oakdale Reserves Homeown-
ers Association and BACC
member, was very active in
working to improve the qual-
ity of life for all Bloomingdale
residents,

His energy and personal
dedication to serving others
will be greatly missed.

We sincerely thank his
family for sharing Rick with
us and with our community.
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CLASSIFIED

The Bloomingdale Gazette classified office is located in the Brandon New§ building at 1401 Oaltﬁe-ld Dr., Brandon Fl 33511

| TO PLACE AN AD

RATES

GENERAL POLICIES:

AD DEADLINE

SUPERSAVERS: Private parties may run a three line ad free of charge  CANCELLATIONS: Cancellation numbers are issued at the time of cancellation. It  to place cancel or
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€ ‘.-6‘ ‘-.'e‘-'t' .r-'{: ?‘,“‘? ‘»{? <4 ‘-t?‘!{.‘ "{‘;\ ‘-' . or Ruby Brooker wrttlingl. bgafalx or In person. Five ads per person per month on a space -mjurrmmz%pﬂeaﬁ check your :;; for errors the first day It wm Wcly; IF:vi::ky’[:i:r':;:
o R avallable basis. Newspapers will not ponsibl erears, except to the extent cost
at: 689-7764 RATES: Five lines for $7, additional lines are $1.40 per line. Ask about the first Insertian, and then only for that portion of the ad that may have omis- publication.
° or fax to: ol1.|r discounted rate gvsaﬂlable if youha\dverthel in th;e Brandon News, sllms of copy. Corrections of errors must be made within the above ad deadlines
d a I i Plant City Courier and Shopper or other Sunbelt publications. also. - —
Bloo'llmlg e 5899545 HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 AM. to 5 PM. i CREDIT: Some classified categories require payment in advance. Yyt -“@
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= ts,
Month e, oIl el dg.g:gs‘i[: "%15,008: | FaanIoe3 plorer Edde many ways to
: J?I"I?'I 4!61 -fo-ﬁz%itlvomg& 13-68040*]?319 Brangc{nm T 300. 813?685-6135 pla ce vo“ r
- 2 East | Campers &
me Vastar dIS Restdence 104 Hillsborough 562 Travel Trirs “9 Automobiles C I a ssi'i ed a d
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4030 Paddlewheel Drive BRANDON  £./Random | 20¢ HUNTER'S SPECIAL, 2e in the BI - dal
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= = - Ligh v = =870 = —
¥ gr : 320 | Medical 629 | Frtcke - 9" | fiazpa 1993 M6, 5-spd, || ¢ by phone:
= ST L ﬁaﬁnié mLﬁls %%%l call Ruby at: 657-4517 OR Ashley at: 657-4518
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axs
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The Brandon News, 505 Robertson St.
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