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‘Ist Lt. Ivan Lechowich, a Bloomingdale

resident, lost his life while serving his
country in Afghanistan. see page 4.

SUSAN-GREEN
Father Bill Swengros, pastor of St. Stephen Catholic Church, looks on while American flag is unfurled over the casket
of Ist. Lt. Ivan Lechowich during a funerg_! Mass.
QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“Once again, we come to the Holiday Season, a deeply religious time that
each of us observes, in his own way, by going to the mall of his choice”
rige. = Dave Barry

. Saturday & Sunday,

A Festival of ooy & 2y 5500 \

i) & Fun Sat, 10am-5pm » Sun. 10am-4pm per adult S

; A E.G. SIMMONS PARK F Kids under 12 are FREE =
for the Entlre Famlly 2401 19th Avenue NW,.Ruskin  Active Duty Military are FREE (with proper ID) \&

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.RUSKINSEAFOODEESTIVAL.ORG
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November
Yard of the
month

Ken and Dari Sablan
4501 River Close Blvd.
Valrico, FL 33596
Neighborhood:

Send your Yard of the
Month nominations to in-
bloomingdalenews@tam-
pabay.rr.com or call (813)
681-2051. Winners will re-
ceive a $25 gift card re-
deemable at Ace Hardware

. of Bloomingdale.

Pws Save $1, 000 AN
" ‘:'11;' (2

NO IniTiaTiON FEE NO ASSESSMENTS NO LonG-TERM COMMITMENT
NO MINIMUMS NO s ¥ Hour Rounps NO TEE TiME HASSLES

Private Club Member Amenities
s 18-Hole Champlonshlp Golf Course
« o Tour Quality Practice Facility :
o 8Lighted Har-Tru Clay Tennis Courts
e 24-Hour Fitness Center
o PGA Professional Instruction & Fitting
" o Jr. Golf Program & Swim Team

o Luxurious Clubhouse

e Jr. Olympic Size Swimming Pool
"o Full Service Golf & Tennis Shops
o Restaurant / Bar & Grill

o John Cochrane Golf Schools
 Member Privileges at 13 Clubs

{8-56850L£000

LAUREN VITULLI
Membership Dircctor

813-653-1554 x232

Adming RiverHillsCountryClub.com

For You AND YoUR Fou
Enter Online at: www.JoinRive

3943 New River Hills Parleway, Valrico, FL 33596 JOIN‘RIVERHILLS‘.CO’M'

Yard of the Month
sponsored by
Ace Hardware of
- Bloomingdale

e T iE

uipment Installation,
Sensee & Repair

« Maintenance Plans
Starting At $65 A Month

o Tramed, Professmnal

' Boyettell-‘ishllawk
13448 Boyette Road

813-657-1054
Lic.# CPC1467507

PINCH-A-PENNY
POOL'PATIOSPA

The Perfect People For A Perfect Pool

W& W,

For the store nearest vou call 1-800-234- 1816, ar visit our wobsite at www.pinchaponny.com




Cheddar Biscuit offers comfort chow, Southern style

BY SUSAN GREEN

Stop in at the new Ched-
dar Biscuit restaurant, and
you might feel like you're
settling down to a feast on
Grandma's porch.

In fact, you can ask to sit
a.spell on the screened
porch and dig into such
Southern staples as fried
chicken, pot roast or coun-
try-fried steak, all accom-
panied by sides and the

~ eatery’s 31gnature cheesy

biscuit.

But the woman behind
the food and the ambiance
is nobody’s grandma.

She’s Holly Franklin, 25,
not long out of college

‘classes at the University of

Central Florida in Orlando;
where she majored in
communications. She and
her fiancé, Nick Girard, 27,
an Army veteran, grew up
in the Brandon/Valrico ar-

ea and opened the restau-
rant together last month at
1020 E. Bloomingdale Ave.,
in the Plaza Bella retail
center. '

The daughter of restau-
rant owners Ken and
Wyomme Franklin, Holly
has logged some hours at
her parents’ place, Moe’s
Southwest Grill at Win-
throp Village in Riverview.
When it came to her
dream menu, though, she
decided to suit herself.

“I decided that I wanted
to start my own place, and
I wanted it to be food that I
like,” Franklin said, adding
that she admires her
mother’s Southern style of
cooking and borrowed
heavily from those recipes.

Girard, also a fan of food

-at the Franklin homestead,

was happy to go along.
“I eat over there all the
time,” he said.

Comfort food reigns. at
the Cheddar Biscuit,” se
much so that customers
can order a traditional
Thanksgiving turkey din-
ner any time of year “be-
cause it makes you feel
good,” Franklin said.

Franklin said she was
working at The Green Bou-
tique at Plaza Bella when
the restaurant space be-
came available. She and
Girard decided to remodel
the former steakhouse and
open their business there
because few eateries in the
area serve Southem food.

Already the restaurant
has taken on special
meaning for the couple.
After three years of court-
ing and two weeks before
opening the doors to the
public, Girard decided to
propose.

“She thought I was go-
ing to a Bucs game,” he

recalled. Instead, Franklin
arrived at the business un-
der construction to find
that Girard had set up a
candlelit dinner for two;

“I got down on my knee
and proposed to her,” he
said. When Franklin said
yes, a cheer sounded from
the kitchen, where about
two dozen friends and

family members were h1d-

ing.

The couple plan to live
in Bloomingdale East.

"The biggest thing they
have in common, Franklin
said, is love of family and
community. Hanging on
the restaurant walls as s
hometown tribute are old
photographs of Tampa
and 'East Hillsborough,
some dating to the late
1800s.

Plantation shutters and
soft lighting complete the
décor. Television pro-

Working at the Plaza Bella restaurant, The Cheddar
Biscuit, (left to right) are Joshua Armand, Sheila Oli-
veras, owners Holly Franklin and Nick Girard, and Mat-

thew Perdun:

grams aired during busi-
ness hours will always be
appropriate for kids, Gi-
rard promised.

“It’s just a wholesome
environment and good
food,” he said.

Because southerners

http //www.premiercarepeds.com
| -~ 813-657-7337 '

16637 Fishhawk Blvd. Suite 101 ~ Lithia, FL -~

aren’t always persnickety -

about time, Franklin de-
cided to open the doors
daily at 10:58 a.m. and
close at 9:32 p.m., to give
customers some leeway.

For information, call
(813) 381-3806.

SUSAN GREEN
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Fallen Bloomingdale soldier hailed as a herc

BY SUSAN GREEN

~To his loved ones, he
was the family cut-up, the
one who, couldn’t pose for
a snapshot without doing

- something silly.

To his comrades at
arms, he was a hero, some-
one who put the welfare of
others ahead of his“own
and saved lives by his
choices as an Army soldier.

For the Bloomingdale

*community, his death in

Afghanistan was a painful
reminder of the sacrifices
made by military families
and the power of contlicts
across the globe to stab the
hearts of people half a
world away.
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Last month, Blooming-
dale said good-bye to Ivan
Lechowich, who moved
with his parents, Rick and
Gina, and sister Erika to
the community in 1997.
The Army first lieutenant
was 27 when the vehicle he
was riding in hit aroadside
bomb ‘Sept. 28 in Ghazni
province, Afghanistan, ac-
cording to military reports.
He and two others died in
the blast.

About 350  people
crowded into St. Stephen
Catholic Church for a fu-
neral Mass on Oct. 15, and
more paid their respects
by saluting the funeral
cavalcade as it motored
along Bell Shoals Road

....................

Still others waited on Prov-
idence Road to salute the
fallen soldier as he was Iaid
to rest at Serenity Mead-
ows in Riverview.

Ivan had married his
sweetheart, Jen, at St. Ste-
phen almost a year before.
A few days before his
death, the couple wel-
comed a newborn daugh-
ter, Natalie Marie, into the
world, with Ivan marveling
at her beauty from nearly

8,000 miles away through’

the use of computer tech-
nology. He instantly an-
chored his Facebook wall
with the baby’s birthday
photo.

Gina Lechowich said the

famlly managed to con-

nect with Ivan via Skype
about seven hours after
Natalie’s birth. It was 2
a.m. in Afghanistan.

“He was very proud,”
Gina recalled. “But he had
a hard time beeause ...
everyone [he worked Wwith]
was asleep. He had to wait
until daylight, when he
could tell everyone about
her.”

She remembered her
son first for his sense of
humor and his ability to
lighten the family mood,
whatever the circumstanc-
es.

But she also recalled a
more serious side, includ-
ing a passion for history

HERO, Page 5

SUSAN GREEN

Left, Father Bill |
Swengros, pastor
of St. Stephen
Catholic Church,
looks on while
American flag is
unfurled over the
casket of 1st. Lt.
Ivan Lechowich
during a funeral
Mass.

Pictured ahove,
lvan and Jen enjoy
a silly moment
together.

Rick and Nat




Hero

From Page 4

and a desire to learn that led him

&l to graduate from King High

Schoeol’s international baccalau-
reate program and the Universi-

|ty of Florida with plans to be-

come a lawyer. Something
changed his mind during law
school, however, and her son

% decided to follow the career path
i of his father, a retired lieutenant

colonel. Ivan enlisted in July
2009.

(At the funeral, St. Stephen
pastor Bill Swengros noted that
Ivan set goals for his Army career

| and worked with determination

to realize them. Undaunted by

.1 failure to pass a test to.enter a

SUSAN GREEN

Members of the Patriot Guard prepare to join the Hillshorough County Sheriff's Office in a motorcycle
escort for Ist Lt. Ivan Lechowich of Bloomingdale, who was killed ¢ a roadside bomb in Afghanistan.

(e ( .
\BayyAre
~  Quality Workmanship
‘All Phases - All Applications:
~Interior ¢ Exterior
" Pressure Cleaning
.. Repaint Specialist

WE MEET OR BEAT OUR COMPETITORS’ PRICES

813.661.9006

2 License #PA 2653 ¢ Bonded & Insured
R e 4, 20 Years In Bloomingdale

% '94'@

THE GREATER BRANDON
CHAMBER OF COMAERCE

prestigious engineering pro-
gram, he studied and succeeded
on his second try.

At the time of his death, Swen-
gros said, Ivan was working on a
team to defuse bombs, a danger-
ous mission that carried little
recognition or glory.

“He was just born to be a
peacemaker,” the pastor said.

S €& www.donspainting.com

“He’s the one that made the
streets clean. ... He’s the one
that saved countless lives.”

Gina Lechowich said one of
her greatest comforts came from
the e-mail of a soldier who was
with her son the day he died.
The soldier credited Ivan-with
saving her life.

“I got an e-mail ... that said,
‘Know that he’s a hero, and T'm
living proof,”” Gina said. “We’ll
save that for the little one [Nata-

‘lie].”

She said the family also is
grateful for the support of the
Hillsborough - County Sheriff’s
Office and the Patriot Guard, a
veterans organization that pro-
vides motorcycle escorts for mil-
itary funerals and wounded sol-
diers.

Most of all, she has been
touched by the outpouring of
support and sympathy from her
neighbors in Bloomingdale,
many of whom brought food or
flowers even though they did not
know the family personally.

“It's very heartwarming,” she
said.

L0z "4IWIAON ¢ 3LLIZVD ITVADNINOOTE IHL L
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Church tradition offers a patch of paradise

BY SUSAN GREEN

And they call it pumpkm
love.

It's that moment when
someone age 3 to 9 locks

~ eyes on the perfect orb, the

one that entices with flaw-
less symmetry, ideal color
or maybe an endearing
lopsided look.

Cole Ladewig, 9, of Val-
rico showed up at the St.
Andrew’s United Method-
ist Church pumpkin patch
last month to log some
community service hours
on behalf of Bloomingdale
Cub Scout Pack 61. But the
lure of the gourd distract-
ed him from his duties.

-“Mom, I want this one,”

; he called to his mother,

Lyndsey Ladewig, who al-
s0 is the pack's den leader
third-graders. He
clutched a round, ruddy
beauty and declared that
pumpkm perfection is de-

_ fined by shape.

For 8-year-old Connor
Boone of Valrico, however,
the true measure of sub-
limity in a squash is size.

“I picked the biggest
one,” he said, dragging a

red wagon loaded with the:

monster toward the park-
ing lot. His mother, Mi-
chelle, estimated the
pumpkin weighed about
30 pounds.

Katisia Coleman, 4, of
Brandon hugged her seléc-
tion'to her chest and mar-
veled at its hue. The patch
offered some unusual col-
ors, from white to white
with green stripes, but Ka-
tisia would have none of
that. :
“1 like the orange ones,”
she said.

Jim and Brenda Paugh
of Brandon live across the
street from the church, Ev-
ery October, the pumpkin
piles beckon like the

Promised Land. The cou-
ple has been bringing their
children, Mark, 6, and Re-
becca, 3, to the patch for
years, and last month they
also brought Brenda’s
niece, Olivia Allegood.
“We watch it get set up

every year, and they [the

kids|] get more and more
excited,” Jim Paugh said.
“You can only drive past it
SO many times before you
have to go in.”

Every year, St. Andrew's
orders about 3,000 pump-
kins and sells out by the
end of October, said
church youth pastor Dan
Segale.

This year, the patch took
on new popularity when
the church combined a
Saturday opening with a
family festival that includ-
ed kids’ attractions. Youth
volunteer Josie Walker es-
timated that patch sales
that day alone would tally

about $1,500.

Proceeds, typically
thousands of dollars, go to
fund outings and mission
trips for the youth pro-
gram, but that's not the
primary reason for doing
it, Segale said.

“It's a community out-
reach,” he said. “It’s really
just a chance for the com-
munity to come out and
meet us. Our mission is to
be part of the community,
not just a church in the
community.”

Running a pumpkin
patch is not without chal-
lenges. Squirrels love
squash and find it difficult
to resist the temptation of
hundreds lying in an open
field. Segale said in years

past he tried numerous

methods of shooing them
away, ranging from post-
ing a watchdog to employ-
ing commercial squirrel
repellant.

Finally, he "decided to

share. He filled a- wagon
with busted pumpkins and
parked it under a tree that

also is a popular squirrel

hangout.” -

“Thls deﬁnltely works,”
Segale said. “They’re gomg
to get what they want.”

Whether children found
their match at the patch by
size, shape or shade: of

orange, there was no guar--

antee of complete com-
patibility. :

Connor, for mstance,

discovered the drawbacks F\

of falling in love with a
bulbous  squash that
weighed half as much as
he did when he tied in
vain to hoist it into the

family vehicle. After a few IS

in which the
pumpkin  refused to
budge, he sighed and
turned to his mother.

“I wish gravity wasnt
invented.”

attempts

SUSAN Gf{EEN
Mark Paugh, 6, of Brandon
finds his perfect pumpkin’
match at the patch run by
St. Andrew United Meth-
odist Church.

"; OFBRANDON

@ The Brandon News & Tribune Readers’ Poll 2011

i hank You! To all of our Loyal Customers
and Readers of The Brandon News & Tribune
for our 4th Straight Selection as

We are a CERTIFIED ROOFING &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:

MFM:'IURY CERTIFIED Ellt

WEATHER STOPPER RDOFING CONTRACTOR

Roof Replacement ® Roof Repatrs
'Home Repairs & Construction .

Call Today for A Free Quote
WWW. Shingle-Masters.com

CGC# 1513621

CLC# 1328724

B813.661.4600 _
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ASSOCIATION INC.
PO Box 7221, .
Brandon, FL 33508
Phone: (813) 681-2051
bloomingdale.
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verizon.net
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Stanley Lee
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Dennis Osbormn
Directors:
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Myron Magedanz :
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bloomingdale.
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202 S. Parker Street,
Tampa, FL 33606-2395
Ph: (813) 259-7479
Advertising: 627-4771
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“+yhe Gazette is delivered

free to Bloomingdale

‘residents on the first

R i Rl

During the Oct. 1 week-
end, two golf course
homes were broken into.
In both cases the perpetra-
tor(s) smashed out the rear
sliding glass doors to the
master bedrooms and re-
moved currency, coins,
jewelry and more. Both
homes unoccupied, and
the crimes appear to be
related.

Here are some points-to
consider regarding pro-
tecting your home |
¢+ Based on this informa-
tion, it appears that the
burglars may be using the
courses and cart bpaths to
access the back of homes.
Thus, those living on a golf
course may be more likely.
to be victimized. ’
¢ Those involved know
that most homes with se-
curity systems do not have
glass breakage sensors.
Additionally, most master
bedrooms do not incorpo-
rate a motion sensor. The

perpetrator(s) . are careful-

to not slide the broken
door or window open,
which would activate the
alarm. The Dperpetrators
enter and confine them-
selves to the master bed-
room, never entering other
rooms which are protected
by motion sensors. Addi-
tionally, the perpetrators
know that jewelry is typ-
ically stored in the master
bedroom and can be easily
concealed in pockets or a
backpack.

+ It's likely the perpetrator
(s) are surveilling victim's
homes, or using other
methods to determine the
homeowner(s) are away.
When homeowners post
vacation plans or other
away periods on Face-
book, perpetrator(s) are
able to plan burglaries.

¢ Residents who utilize
metal safes may want to
consider bolting the safe to
the concrete floor inside
the home in a strategic
location. Perpetrator(s) of-
ten carry‘the safe away if

breaking into the safe
would take a great deal of
time. Small safes and lock
boxes are routinely carried
away by criminals,

¢+ If you cannot add glass
breakage sensors to the
master bedroom doors or
windows, consider relo-
cating expensive jewelry to
a more secure area.

Crime Report

¢+ Residents are encour-
aged to report suspicious
activity to (813) 247-8200
(non emergency line) im-
mediately. Ideally, callers
should be able to describe
the subjects, what they are
wearing, and what direc-
tion they were headed.
When vehicles are in-
volved, makes, models,

color of vehicle, and direc-
tion of travel are crucial.
Its' extremely helpful if a
tag number can be identi-
fied and provided to ‘the
call taker.

These talking points are
simply meant to stimulate
the thought process of
Bloomingdale  residents
who wish to protect them-

selves from costly burglar-
ies. Remember, when pro-
tecting your home and
property, the age old ad-
age “An ounce of preven-
tion is worth a pound or
cure” truly applies.

Detective James C. Howell
District IV ~ Investigations and
Community Services, Hillsborough
County Sheriff's Office

SANTA AND MRS.CLAUS

WiLL MAKE THEIR 24TH ANNUAL VISIT TO BLOOMINGDALE

DECEMBER 3, 2011

10 A.M. TO 2 P.M.

VISITS WITH SANTA ARE EREE WITH A DONATION OF
NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEM (S) FOR CHARITY

PHOTOS WILL BE TAKEN AND PROVIDED FOR FREE

PERSONAL CAMERAS ARE PREFERRED

THE BLOOMINGDALE GOLFER'S CLUB

4113 GREAT GOLFER'S CLUB, VALRICO, FLORIDA

FOR MORE INFO OR TO VOLUNTEER, CALL (813) 477-7120

THIS EVENT IS FREE AND IS SPONSORED BY THE
BLOOMINGDALE HOMEOWNER'S

ASSOCIATION

0003105192-01
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On Sept. 21, people from
all over the world partici-
pated in Pinwheels for
Peace to celebrate the In-
ternational Day of Peace.

Do you need answers to your questions? Do you need
help with love, husiness or relationships?
Qur Psychics have over
- 20 years of experience in helping people!

Since 1982 this day has

peace all over the planet
and in 2002 the United
Nations proclaimed Sept.

We offer: Tarof Card Readings = Aura Cleansings
Crystal Readings « Vibe Readings

Mon-Sat & e

!_-"f

Sorviwg Browdes, Blamivgdols @mem

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SPECIALIZING IN FULL DETAIL

! . ;{;wmg . i *Landuezpe Design Call Jefffor -
s Edging - | FREE Estimate
» Line Triftinirtg. s | 813-503-2828
!{ed;r'!hwnm '
g Blowing Sﬁ,wstm Office
. -wmmmt o MukhiButk & Rick | g3 737 c707 £

* with annu.ul agreement, some restrictions apply. 0003016907-01

21st the official Interna-
tional Day of Peace where
peupe from all over the

. wor d/could participate in

}x’ever way they want-
they could gather to-
getheno sing, plant a tree,
light a candle or just sit
quietly.”

In 2005 two art teachers
from Coconut Creek, Flori-
da started Pinwheels for
Peace as a way to let their
students participate. Their
students wrote messages
of peace on their pin-
wheels and planted them

celebrated the wish of in honor of the day. What | §

started with 500,000 pin-
wheels then grew into 3.5
million last year and this
year the total will be high-
er!

Our Girl Scout Troop
wanted to participate be-
cause we always talk about
being in the Sisterhood of
Girl Scouts. We are proud
to call ourselves Girl
Scouts, we are proud to be
citizens of the world and
we wanted to join with
people all over the world,

because what we all have

in common is our wish for

| peace. We made hundreds

of pinwheels and created a
Peace Sign outside of
Burns Middle School and
we hope to participate
again next year and every-
one year !

Elizabeth Corn
Cadette Troop 5
Valrico, Fl

| from the

Bloomlngdale ngh School on
Fox 13 News

BY KIM WALLACE

Bloomingdale High

School was selected for a’
Good ‘Day Fox 13 News

Pep Rally of the Week Live
on September 23rd, 2011
with  Charley Belcher!
Bloomingdale
were in a contest with Du-
rant High School for the
spot. The voting was done
online by the students.
Fortunately, both schools
got selected but Blooming-
dale got Charley Belcher
and 93.3 FLZ!
Bloomingdale showed
Great Spirit for Fox 13 and
93.3 with performances
cheerleaders,
drum line, band, tug-a-
war contest and class with

students |

Charley Belcher interviews Meleah Baker senior of
Bloomingdale Marching Band.

most spirit, which Charley
Belcher picked the senior
class with most spirit.
Belcher also interviewed
with Mark West - Princi-
pal, Jon Sever - Band di-

rector and John Booth -
Head Football Coach. This
was a very exciting time for
Bloomingdale, especially
since football is doing well
this season!

wm;w- AstroPetSﬂters com

Please Leave Me
V, IE for the HOLIDAYS

BLOOMINGDALE PAINTING

“A Brush Of Quality”

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

Bloomingdale Resident-Tod Howard _
FREE ESTIMATES, EXPERIENCED and RELIABLE \_J

654-5646 | 966-3601

www.BloomingdalePainting.com
Lic. 3694 Bonded & Insured
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the occasion... y’;—-M ajik Touch Cleaners g
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kTouch Cleaners

25 YEARS IN BUSINESS

SHIRTS

WITH
COUPON

onY $1
: LOCATIONS

APOI.LO BEACH 220 Apollo Beach Blvd........... 645-1499
BLOOMINGDALE: 3,*351 3 Bell Shoals Rd............. 654-9292
BI.I]OMIHGIIALI‘:" 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest.......... 654-8113

BRANDON e 11393 Causeway BIVd ................. 643-6944
LITHIA ¢ 16707 FishHawk Blvd................ A .654-7991
RIVERVIEW * 11697 Boyette Rd ..............ccc0..... 672-1832
RIVERVIEW © 13196 Hwy 301 S........cc.orirernnns 671-4156
VALRICO * 1985 E. Brandon BIvd ................c...... 654-2324
VALRICO ¢ 2511 SR.60E............ W 643-4825
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KIM WALLACE

Second and third :graders gather after completing 30 minutés of running or walking

‘Hike-A-Thon fundraiser
at Cimino Flementary

BY KIM WALLACE

The PTA started out this
year with the hopes of one
major fundraiser for their
school, so they joined up
with “Go Take A Hike” in
Lakeland to do a Hike-A-
Thon fundraiser with the
students. This is Cimino’s
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second annual Hike-A-
Thon fundraiser for the
PTA. They increased their
funds by 30 percent this
year. Amanda - Moore,
coordinator,
and Principal Talley were
very excited with the
event's outcome. Last
year, when they decided to
do this type of fundraiser,
they were not just thinking
about the money, they also
took into the consider-
ation that this would be a
great way to get the chil-

dren involved. Each stu-
dent participated in the
run by getting a one-time
donation or donation by
the number of laps they
did. This is one way to also
get the students'to exercise

and learn the importance

of helping out the school.
The money they raise goes
to help the school with
living: habit, mini grants
for teachers and PTA pro-
grams of all kinds. So of
course they look forward
to next year's event!

Bloomingdale

Homecoming -

Week

BY KIM WALLACE

Bloomingdale I High

Sehool celebrated home-

coming starting Monday,
Oct. 10, with students

dressing up as character:
'vs. wacky tacky. Tuesday it

was western vs. tourist,
Wednesday ‘it was color
blast vs. tie-dye, Thursday
is was nerd vs. glam and
Friday was Black Out Bulls

spirit day, which led up to | :

the pep rally -and the Fri-

| day football game, a 65-15

score victory against Leto.
During halftime festiv-
ites the homecomlng
court was introduced, in-
cluding the king and

'queen, Jackson Kelly and

Meleah Baker. Congratula-
tions to everyone!.

Mrs. Remmert senior class
enjoyed participating in

homecoming week. Left to
right back: Donal Gillis, Sal
Lopez-Santiago. Middle: .

“Tyler Cates, Christian Wil-

kinson, Lauren Bailey, Tyler
Harris, Anna Taylor, Ja'Kay-
la Lucas, Tori Souther,
Monica Cala, Kristina Giar-
dina. Front: Gabby Gilber-
to, Nneka Edney, Stephanie
Saha, Bethany Wallace,
Sarah Pinson and Mrs.
Remert.
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Bloomingdale High School 20T Hgmeconiing Queen
Meleah Baker and King Jackson Kelley
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813.655.8858 www.delaneycreeklodge.com
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f'h@ Pottery

a paint your own pottery studio

Valrico ® 643-0014

() ¢ www.potterypatchstudio.com
Paint ‘til Ya Faint Friday, Nov. 25th...open ‘til 11pm!
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OFC sefs you free!

You know your business. -
We know ours.

Call or visit =
our showroom.

Then sit back and relax.

e Desks

o Panels

o Chairs.
® Files

* Storage
» Tahles
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0003102235-01

Office Furniture Center
2117 W. Kennedy Boulevard, Tampa
(813) 254-7253 ‘J
Monday—Friday 8:30-5:00
www.ofctampa.com
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Sylvia Fernandez, Donna Lancaster and
Debbie Weisemann

BY SUSAN GREEN
. With day-after-Thanksgiving sales around the corner and Christmas looming, we
lecided to ask customers having lunch at Panera Bread on Lithia-Pinecrest Road
tbout their shopping plans. Here’s this month’s question:

f Do you plan to spend more, less, or about the same this
| Christmas as in the past? - -

* Kristin Rence of Brandon;

“Probably about the same. I've already started [in August]. ... I do that beceiuse
;:here are things you see and think, ‘I should get.that for someone,’ and then you
don’t and you go back and it's gone.”

Amanda Lund of Valrico: :
“It depends on the job situation. I'm relocating [to New England] g
| | Donna Lancaster of Valrico:
“I'm not there yet. I'in trying to get through Veterans Day first.”
| _ Debbie Weisemann of Valrico:
“It's f00 early to think about it. The things you buy too early, you almost forget you
nave. ... And the closer you are to Christmas, the more the sales are out there.”

Sylvia Fernandez of Brandon:

| “I probably won't spend much. My husband hasn’t had a job for a year and a half,
50 it’s kind of tight.” :

SUSAN GREEN

(ristin Rence and Amanda Lund
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ough County Sheriff’s

Operation
Medicine
Cabinet
a success

Community Station Notes

To help residents prop-
etly dispose of outdated
and unused medicines
and drugs the Hillsbor-

ERCK AUSTIN
Deputy Curtis Warren and Kristi Campbell from Homein-=

stead Senior Care stand ready to load the hundreds of
pounds of outdated and unused medicineés collected at

LOZ UFAWIAON * IL1IZVD TTVAUNINOOTE FHL =/

Office completed another
successful special Opera-

tion Medicine Cabinet. the Sheriff’s October Operation Medicine Cabinet.
‘gat;rnlgggn“gt&?&?m ain The Sheriff’s their expired and
stead Senior Care, depu- Office would like to unused medicines

iibe abllsatadink 01:e than thank Hawthorne | for proper disposal
450 pounds of unused and  Village Retirement | and destruction.
outdated prescription Community for the |} Watch your local
medicines and drugs -use of their facilities ! papers for infor-
That's 450 pounds of during this project mation on the next
drugs that didn’t get and also thank the AR Operation Medt-
abused orendupinoyr ~ ™Many residents who cine projects’ times
water system; took the time to bringin  and locations.

’

[ Sit. Stay. Eaf healthy.

f~Special Pet Food for Special Pets.

Dog Gone Holistic

- Holistic/Natural Dog & Cat Foods
(Over 20 brands in stock)

- Supplements

- Treats, Fun Toys, Chews -

- Apparel & Bedding

- Frozen Raw Diefs

- Natural Fea/Tick and
Heartwarm Preventatives

California Natural minimizes the potential for allergiés in pets.

5620 FishHawk Crossing Blvd.
Lithia, FL (S. Brandon area)

813.651.0842 www.doggoneholistic. biz
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Live\ ; fles, Fun, COPS Program,
Snow Cones , Hula' e Paintmg, Crafts
The Gréyh.ound ‘
Participants ine L "
Chadderton Real Est "'-"_"te Group-Keller Williams, Tampa _
Tribune, Beef O” Brady S, Canwash on the Greens, 5/3Bank, | A~ ~

&, Bloomlngdale Grow Fmancial Allstate Insarance, State Farm
; Insurance, _Hu_ntmgton Learning Center, Stonewood Grill,
Amoroso Cabi‘hetry,- Longs Good Year.

Y FEST

| November 12, 2011 « 10:00 A.M. - 2:00 PM
Bloomingdale Golfer s Club
4113 Great Golfer’s Club
“Valrico, Florida 33596
For info: 813-601-0597
' ' Sponsored by

Bloomingdale Homeowner’s Association
Co-sponsor Ray Chadderton
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