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““be a Bull -
| An exchange student from Ghana is learning

more than math and science during his stay
in Bloomingdale. see story, page 4.

YES, VIRGINIA

Santa is coming back to
Bloomingdale -

Once again, Santa and Mrs. Claus will
make a special trip to Bloomingdale —

PROVIDED 3 this year he’'ll be at the BHA office, 3509
Rodney Raphaels’ school week isn't much different than his classmates — here in Bioomingdale. It is vastly ; Bell Shoals Road, from 10 a.m. to1p.m. on

,;ﬂlfferent than the school he is visiting from in Ghana. Dec. 2. For information call (813) 477-7120.
QUOTE OF THE MONTH
“Fallen Ieaves Iymg on the grass in the November sun bring more happlness than daffodlls”
: Cyril Connolly
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- Preferred Provider,

" CREATINGBRANDON'S
- MOST BEAUTIFUL SMILES SINCE 1977

" concert of the year, he

An Invisalign™ Premier

Stubbs Orthodontics has

+ No down payment
* Invisalign™and -~ - ,
Invisalign Teen™ offered  « Treatment for all ages

* Insurance accepted -

Present this coupon to receive

$ \ @ Full Treatment
_ zoo if started by 8/31/12

(813) 685-3511
929 QOakfield Dr., Brandon, FL 33511
www.StubbsOrthodontics.com

Certain restriction apply.
Cal s o el

-+ Evening hours available -

i _H |

been voted Brandon's Best Orthodontist 2008-2011.
Dr. Neal Stubbs Qﬁers complimentary X-rays and
initial photographs for first-time consuiltations.
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‘New director takes the baton

Dale Lewis Assumes Leadership of Orchestr3 Program

BY.SUZANNE JONES _

Orchestra Director Dale

| Lewis looks perfectly at

home on the Blooming-
dale High School stage.
During the first orchestra

appears relaxed, friendly [

and yet focused on the
music and his students. He
could easily pass for a vet-
eran BSHS teacher, but in
fact Mr. Lewis is still learn-
ing his way around Bloom-
ingdale, double time. In

his first nine weeks teach--

ing at BSHS, Lewis helped
the music department
move into its newly reno-
vated space; became ac-
quainted with students,
staff, and parents; and pre-
pared four orchestral
1%roups for the Oct. 16 per-
rmance. .
Though new to Bloom-

" ingdale, Lewis exudes the

low-key confidence of a
seasoned teaching profes-
sional. In his 15 years of
teaching experience, Lewis
has spent the majority of
his career directing or-
chestras at every public
school level - el_e:nentan{',l
junior high and hi

school - as well as serving
as adjunct faculty at a
small  college. Though
strings have taken center
stage in his teaching ca-

 reer, Lewis has also direct-
_ed chorus and band.

Prior to - coming to
BSHS, Lewis directed or-

JEFF OGDEN

Mr. Lewlis prepares Concert Orchestra before first con-

cert of the year.

chestra for eight years at
Mann Middle School, with
a portion of that time split
between Mann and Arm-
wood High School, Most
recently Lewis directed or-
chestra, taught guitar and
directed the chorus at
Mann, When asked why he
decided to take the job at
Bloomingdale, Lewis re-
plied,- “Bloomingdale’s
music program has a great
reputation, and 1 love
working with high school
kids....You see the kids im-
prove musically and you

see them mature and grow -

as people. High School is
such an important time
when kids are making key
decisions. 1 like helping
them along the way.”
Lewis is still developing
his vision for the BSHS
strings program. He wants
to learn more about his
students and the program
in general. When asked

about funding, Mr. Lewis-
was straight to the point.

“The boosters are great,
but money is “tight,” he
said. “I intend to set up a
plan to replace the instru-
ments, especially the larg-
er instruments like basses
and cellos, which students
may not own.” "

He feels strongly the’
providing the student
with good instruments en-
hances their playing and
love of music.

Perhaps nothing sums
up how Mr. Lewis feels
about - his short time at
Bloomingdale better than
his own words near the
conclusion of his first
Bloomingdale concert.

“I love working with

your kids," he said. “There -

are times during class that
1. catch. myself looking
around the room and
thinking — I am the Juckiest
person in the world.”

BHA 2012 Annual Membership Drive:

The BHA - the Bloom-
ingdale Homeowners As-
sociation, Inc. - is the only
community organization
representing all of Bloom-
ingdale’s 5000 residences
in more than 40 neigh-
borhoods. In October, res-

" idents -received the BHA

Annial Membership Drive
mailing. This packet in-

- Tt’s not too late to participate!

cluded a list of programs
and activities made pos-
sible through membership
dues, a green membership
form, and a BHA Schol-
arship donation form.
Help us ‘continue our
work to keep Blooming-
dale a great community in

- which to raise a family - a

great place to call home.

Return your green -Memf

bership Dues form and

$25 dues.payment as soon
as possible to Blooming-
dale Homeowners Assoc
ation, P.O; Box 722], Brar
don, FL.33508. For infoi-
mation, call (813) 681-2051
or. contact us by emiail:
bloomingdalehome- °

-owners@gmail.com.
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SPONSORED T Nk AR Ll NG b J 2 Tt YN RN Yard of the
BY ACE T : i S0, ¢ y .
HARDWARE OF .- ~pidiPet g TR Lok e 7 G ~ Month
BLOOMINGDALE -

Geoff and Pat Kline
1401 Queensbury Ave.
Valrico, FL 33596

Send your Yard of
the Month nominations
to inbloomingdale-
news@gmail.com or
call (813) 681-2051.
Winners will receive a

$25 gift card redeemable
at Ace Hardware of
. ] Bloomingdale.
Peace on earth
starts her e. “Tis the season for

Massage Envy gift cards.

Ready to gift in any
1, & denomination at Massage
7 ‘fﬂ.f.fl{gé‘ (.,;'n--';){ - Envy in Brandon.

L
Al

Get IFree®

coupon Code: 4-BLG-GC3
Expiration: December 31, 2012

BRANDON 3 p—
2092 Badlands Drive
Brandon, FL 33511

813-413-2211

- 10-252522£000

MassageEnvy.com :
Franchises Available - Convenient Hours
Open 7 Days: M-F 8-10, Sat 8-8, Sun 10-8

*All 3 gift cards must be purln:hmnd in the same trarsaction and equal or exceed $180 to receive the complimentary
1-hour massage session gl card. Offer is valid Inrough December 31, 2012. Offer not valid online or for previous
purchases, Cannolt be combined wilh other offers. See clinic for details, Olher rules may apply: Rates and services may
vary by location. 2012 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC MM#25144
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YOUR INSIDE
CONNECTIONS

BLOOMINGDALE

HOMEOWNERS

ASSOCIATION INC.
PO Box 7221,
Brandon, FL 33508
Phone: (813) 681-2051

E-mail: |
dale.homeowners@
gmail.com

Meetings: first Tuesday

in January, March, May,
September and November

" blooming-

BY KIM MILLER

Like many of his junior
classmates, exchange stu-
dent - Rodney Raphaels
crowds his school week at

at 6 p.m. Bloomingdale Senior High
School with advanced aca-
Web site: demic courses and extra-

blodmingdalegazétte.com
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Jim Harris
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Open
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Advertising: 627-4771

;The Gazette is delivered

free to Bloomingdale
residents on the first

* Saturday of each month.

curricular activities. In ad-
| dition to enrollment in a
number of rigorous aca-

Chemistry were just a few
— Rodney’s first semester
included running Ccross

Rodney’s typical
school day in
Ghana:

5 am.Wake up, morning
prayer and Mass
6:30 am.-2:15 p.m. At-
tend classes, 30 minute
breakfast break
2:15 pm.Lunch, then
mandatory 1-hour siesta
(no boaks or papers
allowed, strictly rest).
3:15 p.m. Physical educa-
tion (two days), manual
work* (three days)
6 p.m.-10:30 p.m. Supper,
four hours of study time,
evening prayers
10:30 p.m.Return to
dorms to sleep
*Manual work Includes
chores such as laundry,
cleaning, maintaining the
grounds, and latrine duty.
The school restroom,
called the "White House,"
consists of buckets be-
hind which used toilet

_ paper is thrown. For
latrine duty, two students
empty the buckets and
burn the paper. Students
have free time on
Wednesdays after siesta.

demic courses — Aflatomy
and Physiology, nors
‘U.S.. History. and "bnors.

country. He_plans on try--

Proud to be a Bull,
~ forayear

Exchange Student Rodney Raphaels
is living the Bloomingdale life.

- ingout for Bulls soccer this

fall and track and field in
the spring, if approved by
the Florida High School
Athletic Association. A rig-
orous schedule is nothing
new to Rodney. Back
home in Navrongo, Gha-
na, he attended Notre
Dame Seminary Senior
High School, an all-boys
boarding school. But while

Notre Dame Seminary Se-
_nior High is considerably

smaller than BSHS, with
400 students in three
grades vs. 2,350 students
spread across four grades
here, the days were much
longer.

Notre Dame Senior
High is also more rigid in
terms of discipline than
Bloomingdale High. Rod-
ney comments, '

“My school is very strict.
You have three ‘lives’ to
spend over your three
years in school,” said Rod-
ney. In other words, three
strikes and . you're out,
with the first strike earning
one week internal suspen-
sion that consists of hard
labor. The second strike
eams the student one
week of external suspen-
sion, where the- offending
student must return home
and face the humiliation.
Upon a third strike, " the

_student is out. By the way,

Rodney still has
lives left. - ' _

School life is only one
aspect of Rodney’s ex-
change student experi-
ence. Home life with the
host family also contrib-
utes greatly to understand-
ing a teenager’s life in
America. Rodney lives with
Steve and Karen Hopper,
who have three children of

all three

PROVIDED

Part of the Hopper family. Rodney takes in Orlando with Steve and Karen Hopper and

their son, Alex.

their own - two daughters
in their 20s and a 7-year-
old son, Alex, a second-
grader at Cimino Elemen-
tary. Rodney and the Hop-
per family have adjusted
well to each other.

~ “At first we were worried |

about a language barrier,
but Rodney. speaks Eng-

lish,” said Karen. “There

really wasn’'t much of a
change in the household,
he just fit right in.”

He has tried and liked
many of the foods pre-
pared by Karen, who he
calls “mum,” especially
fried chicken. On occasion
Rodney gives Karen a
break and cooks some of
his favorite foods from
Ghana. Rodney plays Wii
with Alex, and has learned

to swim, ice skate and play .

miniature golf. He enjoyed
his first taste of pizza when
some of the cross country
team took him to CiCi’s.
As for the community,
Rodney is amazed at how

PROVIDED

Rodney with mom, sister and brother. Navrongo, Ghana.
- E by

nice the roads are here.
“No potholes;” he said.
So how does Rodney’s
experience so far stack up
to his expectations about
America? He expected
“better standards of liv-
ing,” and he is “not dis-

appointed.”
Here's hoping that Rod-
ney's stay in the United;

States and his opportunity ™

to be a Bloomingdale Bull
is a great experience that
he will remember and
share for a lifetime.
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'BSHS golf teams on
 the right tracks

BY KIM MILLER

In golf, a swing with the
wrong slice can be as bad
as getting the wrong slice
of meat from the turkey.
_ However, the Blooming-
dale High School boys golf
- team seems to be getting
all the right slices. Current-
ly, the boys team is 8-1,
and will be moving on to
districts. f

“These are a good
bunch of kids, who really
enjoy themselves on the
golf course,” said Coach
Allen Ware.

‘He also feels that senior
Tyler Miller has a great
chance of making it to
states, but he must get past
districts and regionals.

" “Ilove everything about

- golf, and I definitely have

Sul

the potential to make it to-

states,” Miller said. “I prac-
tice every day, anywhere
from.- 30 minutes to s1x
hours.”

_Coach Nancy Hams
says she has an amazing
gitls  team, desplte their
5-5 record.

“Everyone “we play al-

ways comments  on how [

friendly, and professmnal
the girls are on the
course,” stated Harris.
Harris’ ‘goal for the girls
is for them to enjoy them-
selves, and to build on

‘their golf fundamentals, so

they can enjoy and - play
the game for a very long
time. Kennedy Stites said
she has enjoyed her three’
years of Bulls golf. She says-
she made great friends,
and had a lot of good fun.

S m—

Alex Hartley; Katy Mann;
Rachel Wallace; Coach
Harris: Elizabeth Jackson;
Bailey Stites; Olivia Fletch-

er; Kennedy Stites

Michael Tyzzani; HJ Fitch-

*| ett; Robert Bullara; Travis

Bird; Coach Ware; Jacob

| Gonzalez (co-capt); Austin
| Haley (capt); Tyler Miller.

sEL..iLA.,LL

KIM MILLER
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7 Scott Arnold, DMD, FAGD

L

Arnold Dentistry

Dr. Scott Arnold maintains many area family smiles. He is first and fdremost a family dentist; However
he has the extra tralmng and technology to give your smile that extra help if you want or need it. H|s team
will make you feel welcome arid is committed to your comfort. We accept most insurance,

Call to schedule your FREE smile evaluation today!_. _

ARNOLD

DENTISTRY

330 EAST BLOOMINGDALE AVE., BRANDON
Bloomingdale Executive Park (1/2-block west of Bryan Rd.)

(813) 689-1529

MyArnoldSmile.com
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BSHS Holds Court

2012 Homecoming Court Members Share Perspective

By SHAPHALI JAIN

Bloomingdale High
School held its 2012
Homecoming game on
Friday, Oct. 5. For many,
homecoming means .a
football game and a dance.
It's also a chance for high
school alumni to meet up
at a home football game.
For students, homecom-
ing means much more.
The week leading up to the
game involves class spirit
competitions and rallying
the entire student body to
cheer for the school. The

homecoming dance marks:

the first semi-formal event
of the year — an opportuni-

ty for students in all grades
and returning graduates to
top off the week in style.
The young men and wom-
en selected each year to be
on Bloomingdale Senior
High's Homecoming court
experience the week from
an entirely different per-
spective.

The Homecoming Court

'in Bloomingdale is select-

ed by the student body.
Bach grade nominates
representatives who have
contributed significantly
to their school. Students
subsequently select, by
vote, one young man and
one young woman. -from
each grade level to serve

TBV helps with Homecoming

Tampa Bay Vettes (TBV) is one of the largest Corvette
clubs in the Tampa Bay area and been supporting the local
high schools at Homecomings since the late 1990s. Each
year the elub provides:cars and drivers for BSHS Home-
coming. When asked why TBV participates in Homecoming
ceremonies, Marlene Varnum and John Koffron (TBV
Homecoming Chairs) replied, “The answer to why we do
homecomings Is not simple. We ask for a $15 donation for
each Corvette and then donate this money to-a charity at
the end of the year. | believe it goes deeper than that
though. All the TBY Homecoming volunteers are very hon-
ored and proud to support the students, Going around the
track and hearing the crowd go wild is a great feeling.
Corvette represents America’s only true sports car. The

students get it.”

WORK GUARANTEED

on Bay

Ballig |

| QUALITY WORKI!AHSHIP

: ALL PHASES

ALL APPLICATIONS
Interior = Exterior
Pressure Cleaning
Repaint Specialist

813.661.9006

Licansa #PA 2655 » Bondad & Insured

20 Years In Bloomingdale
www.donspainting.com

L

on the court. Once the
Homecoming Court is an-
nounced, the entire stu-
dent body votes for the
queen and king, who are
announced during the
homecoming game half-

time, after the court cere-

mony has taken place.

This -year
dale's Homecoming game
festivities were threatened
by rain. The game was

delayed for over half an
hour due to showers, and *

nearly cancelled altogeth-
er. Luckily, the weather

held for both the game and |

half-time ceremonies. Un-

deterred by fickle condi- |

tions, paired members of
the court were driven
around the track in con-
vertible Corvettes provid-
ed again this year by Tam-
pa Bay Vettes (TBV). The
boys in their suits rode in
the front seats with the
drivers; the girls, resplen-
dent in .their beautiful
dresses, sat on rugs atop
the cars. Before unveiling
the king and queen, each
member of the court was
introduced and his/herac-
complishments and
achievements were an-
nounced to the crowd.

No one better describes
the feeling of Homecom-
ing and -involvement in
Homecoming Court like
those students who were
selected for this honor. So,

how did it feel to be a part

of ‘2012Homecoming
Court at Bloomingdale

Blooming- -

zbiz Homecoming Queen Samantha Pena and King Mark Mooney

High School?

Peter ‘Hanhan (Sopho-
more): It felt like everyone
I love was there to cele-
brate a really memorable
moment with me. The
snazzy car topped it offl.

Anya Jain (Senior): The
nomination and the entire
experience were beyond
words. To be able to re-
present your -class with
some of the most amazing
people I have ever had the
privilege to know was such
an honor.

Vincent Roth (Senior): It
felt awesome! 1 was so
honored to be selected by
my classmates to re-
present senior class on
Homecoming Court, I was
so proud because I felt that
I must have done some-

KIM WALLACE

KIM WALLACE

2012 Bloomingdale Senior High Homecoming Court -

thing right to maké m
peers respect me. enou,

was young. felt like roy-
alty oni top of that Corvette

to choose'me. It was avery and from all the attention

humbling experience.
Carly -Wilkinson (Se-

nior): It was everything a

gitl dreamed of when she’

THE TAMPA TRIBUNE

To subscribe: 813-TRIBUNE (874-2863)
or: Subscribetampatrib.com

that I received. This is defi-
nitely a memory that will
last forever. I am so thank-
ful and blessed to have
been able to experience it.

MllSainls )

'GI\BPET STEAM GI.EAHIHG'
i 3 ROOMS 65 :
i 81 3-986-1266

_______________________




g —— . —

o —— . T——

- KIM WALLACE

Bruins Band members _enjoy the high school game experience from the stands.

Burns Bruins band performs with BSHS

BY KIM WALLACE ingdale  Senior- High to perform with the BSHS
School  Rajun’ Bulls Bandatahome game. Due
The Bums Middié Marching Band Sept. 28. . to rain, this year’s perfor-

School Bruins Band per-  Each year the Bruins mance was confined to the
formed with the Bloom- band has the opportunity stands.

1

FOR VOTING US THE BEST 5 YEARS IN

| T Sczer owa § oo ot 010

2010

Burns Bruins

basketball takes
to the court

BY KIM MILLER

- The Burns Bruins girls and boys bas-

~ ketball teams have been shooting it out |-

with other middle schools since Septem-
ber. The boys team is currently un-

| defeated (5-0), with their latest triumphs

being McLane and Mann middle schools.
Coach Hemphill was grinning ear to ear
when acknowledging the amount of ex-

perience on the team and the quality of .
2 players he has gotten. to coach this

season. :
“A lot-of these kids play travel or AAU

‘basketball, and they are great role models

for the younger players,” he said. “The
team could improve on their defense, but
I really like these kids.”

The girls basketball team is curreﬁﬂy
2-2, with their latest defeat coming fr6m
the hands of McLane Middle School. At
one point in the game the girls were up
21-14, but three -3-pointers from the
opposing team quickly changed the mo-
mentum of the game, and the Bruins

KIM MiLLER

Bruins player Kyle Bird plays hard against
McLane

ended up losing 24-29. Coach Gatz wish-
es she had more time to spend teaching
the girls the fundamentals and helping
them to play cohesively. She remarked
that she has a few players that play AAU
ball, and they will help guide the younger
or more inexperienced players.

“These are really great kids,” said
Coach Gatz. “They hke to.learn and have
a good time doing it.”

SAVE MONEY ON

A ROW!

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Tampa Bay's leading family-owned and operated
roofing company, Shingle Masters provides every
customer with a wind mitigation inspection to measure
hurricane protection, saving most homeowners
hundreds of dollars each year on insurance.

Shingle Masters also maximizes roof ventilation to
lower cooling costs and extend the life of the shingles.

Financing Available.

Lifetime Workmanship Warranty Available -

Shingle Masters

Roofing

& Construction

gotows  (813) 661

O Dreerratre
2008

-4600

www.Shingle-Masters.com

S Licensed Certified General Contractor /#/ CGC 1513621
Licensed Certified Roofing Contractor // CEC 1328724
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Swim and
Dive teams

finish strong |

BY KIM MILLER

The Bloomingdale - Se-
nior High School girls and
boys swim and dive teams

aren’t going against the [

tide - in fact, they're going |

with ‘the flow. Both the THs

girls and boys teams fin-
ished with an 11-2 record,

~with their second loss

coming from their friendly
riva, Newsome High
School.

Coach "Applebee had
this to say about that par-
ticular meet, “Despite be-
ing' shorthanded, Bloom-
ingdale challenged New-
some to a dual in the pool,
coming up only a few
points short of a -win.
Bloomingdale swim and

KIM MILLER

BSHS Swim-and Dive teams celebrate in their element.

dive always looks forward
to the friendly rivalry be-
tween both teams, which
brings out the best in all
our athletes.”

Coach Raschke had
nothing but praise for the
athletes,

“I think our swimmers
have a connection and co-
hesiveness that cannot be
coached,” she said. ‘I con-
sider each of them to hold

a piece to a dynamic puz-
zle, and when placed to-
gether -great things hap-
pen. Our swimmers are
some of the best young
people at Bloomingdale,
and represent the  sport
and. our school well.
Whether we. win or lose

they continue to hold the .

highest respect for their
competition, this. sport,
and each other.”

Margeaux Sinabaldi is the

7
/

Y

A

CALTCAINTA
SNATLUIRAY

California Natural minimizes the potential for allergies in pets.

Sit. Stay. Eat healthy.

- Special Pet-Food for Special Pets.

Dog Gone Holistic
- Ht;lisrlc/Nuturul Dog & Cat Foods

- Supplements

- Treats, Fun Toys, Chews
- Apparel & Bedding

- Frozen Raw Diefs *

- Natural-Flea/Tick and

{Over 20 brands in stock)

Heartwarm Preventatives

5620 FishHawk Crossing Blvd.

Lithia, FL {S. Brandon area)
813.651.0842 v .doggoneholistic biz

BY KIM MILLER

Bulls girls volleyball has
kept it all in the family.

head coach; her assistant ‘#=

and junior varsity coach is
her younger sister, Julie
Howlett, and the spirited
voice behind the micro-
phone is her father, Ray
Sinabaldi.

Coach Sinabaldi started

her volleyball ‘career at
Venice High School in Sar-
asota, and continued play-
ing for the University of
Tampa, where she played
the. position of libero
(roaming defensive play-
er). In her junior year the
Spartans won a national

championship. Her sister,

Julie, followed the same
path. Coach Sinibaldi
came to BSHS three years
ago; coaching the junior
varsity team in her first
season, and has been at

the helm for past two sea--

sons.
- When asked about her
team’s strengths and
weaknesses, Coach Sina-

- BSHS loses
- homecoming game
BY KIM WALLACE

Homecoming 2012 at
Bloomingdale started off
with ‘spirit week,” where
students dressed up each
day to show their school
spirit, and ended with a
Blackout Day pep rally on
Friday. The football game
didn't go Bloomingdale's
way, with Alonso Ravens

defeating BSHS 20-0, but.
the Saturday night home- §

coming dance went off
without a hitch.

 BSHS Sophomore Class

wins spirit stick at Pep
Rally.

KIM MILLER -

Bulls players Haley Neil, Karissa Rhoades, Brandy Hig-
gins, Regan Huet enjoy a special game moment.

baldi had alot to say about
their strengths. .

she said. “Although we
have three seniors that are
huge contributors; the
core is younger players.
We are strong in all posi-
tions.”

_ All of these girls work
hard. Many of them play
volleyball on travel or
competitive teams when
not playing for BSHS, so
they train and play volley-
ball practically year round.

As far as -weaknesses,
she said “I don't think they
“know how good they can
be.”

When she met with par-
ents and players at the
beginning of the season
Sinabaldi told them not to

“We are a young team,””

bé discouraged by their
Tecord. With four games
left in the regular season,
the Bulls are currently 10-
10 overall. They are 3-1 in
district play, with the latest
loss against Plant High
School, which the Bulls de-
feated twice this year in
tournament play.

The varsity roster con-
sists of the following play-
ers:

Abby Bernaldo (soph);
Becca Brown (sr:); Chelsea
Chavers (soph); Lydi
Dees.” (jr.); Kaitlyn Grice
(soph); Danielle - Gross
(sr.); Brandy Higgins (sr.); -
Regan Huet (fr.); Taylor
Huet (jr.); Mandy Linsky (
jr.); Haley Neil (jr.); Karissa
Rhoades (soph); Marissa
Rovanik (sr.) -

KIM WALLACE
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Take a moment to remember
this Veterans Day

Veterans Memorial Park and Museum -Too Close to Miss

BY SUZANNE JONES

Situated on 35 acres
along the banks of the
Tampa Bypass Canal off
U.S. Highway 301-N., Vet-
erans Memorial Park and
Museum is a fitting place
to visit this Veterans Day.
The park is not far from
our community (less than
5 miles from the Brandon
Mall); perhaps you've driv-
en right by it. The park’s
name is displayed on a
beautiful stone wall at the
.entrance, and a helicopter
hovers dramatically over-
head, yet it is easy to
breeze right by.

“We're in the process of
procuring larger signs to

yosted on Highway 301
su-that people can find us
more easily,” €xplains Bob
Silmser, Veterans Memori-
al Park and Museum Com-
mittee Co-Chair. The park
is definitely not to be
missed, especially on Vet-
erans Day weekend.

Veterans Memorial Park
and Museum honors all
those who have served in
the Armed Forces of the
. United States, and pays
special tribute to the fallen
- from Hillsborough Coun-
ty. Bob Silmser, himself a
Vietnam-era veteran, has

been involved in the park’s -

planning and develop-

ment since day one. His

pride is evident as he de-
scribes the history of -the
park, plans for continued
expansion, and especially
construction of the. Viet-
ram Memorial.

/he Vietnham Memorial [

was completed in 2011 and
is the first of 16 theater of

war -exhibits to be con- RS

structed ‘at the park. The

~ exhibits will -honor Hills-

borough County residents
killed in every major con-
flict since the Seminole In-
dian War. The Vietnam
Memorial is of personal
meaning to Silmser, be-
cause. he worked closely
with Lt. Col: James Basta —
in whose memory the me-
morial was named - to
design and raise money for
its construction.

“We are planning to
complete exhibits for 14
additional theaters of war
within the next 18 to 24
months,” remarks Silmser.
“The last thing to be built
at the park will be the
Veterans Educational Cen-
ter.” .

Slated for completion in
2016-2017, the educatienal
facility will alleviate the
overcrowded display
space of the cuurent muse-
um. The present museum
is open only on weekends
and houses artifacts col-
lected at Hillsborough'’s
Fort ‘ Foster, a collection
donated by the Vietnam
Helicopter Pilots Associa-
tion of Florida, and other
displays that highlight the
role of Florida and its resi-

dents in military cam-
paigns throughout history.

Every three months Vet-
erans Memorial Park hosts

a Field of Honor Ceremo- -

ny, which is sponsored by
the Veterans Council of
Hillsborough County. The
ceremony honors all sol-

diers who have died in the &
war in Afghanistan during
the last three months.

Their names are read and
an American flag is placed

HH T

in each soldier's memory. veterans Memorial Park Entrance At

A new Field of Honor is
currently under constriic-
tion. The next ceremony is
scheduled for Jan. 15, 2013.

Hillsborough ~ County |
Veterans Council will cele-
brate its 48th Annual Vet-

eerans Day Tribute at Veter-

ans Memorial Park and
Museum. The ceremony
will begin at 11 a.m. on the
11th day of the 11th month
(Nov. 11), which is in re-
membrance of the- date
and time the Armistice was
signed to end the first
world war. The park is free
and open to the public.

For hours and directions |

call (813) 744-5502 or visit
the park’s website at
www.veteransparkhc.com
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to Bloommgdale

;'; " December 2, 2012
: 10 am. to 1 p.m.

iy " BLOOMINGDALE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
4 is pleased to sponsor this special
- holiday tradition for children in the.
- ~ Bloomingdale Community.
e FREE EVENT
2 Sit on Santa’s lap
-2 Share a holiday wish list
. Get a picture with Santa and Mrs. Claus
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, Florida
(Office is located behind the Sun Trust Bank)

»  For more information or to volunteer;
call (813),681-2051 or e-mail us at
. bloomingdale.homeowners@gmail.com

Visits with Santa afe FREE with the donation of a non-perishable
food item(s). Donated food items will be distributed to an area

food bank. Each child will receive a complimentary digital

® picture with Santa & Mrs, Claus.
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KIM WALLACE

Olivia, Alyssa and Alexandra Cuellar release doves in memory of their-mother.

Plaza Bella

BY KIM WALLACE

The fifth annual Plaza
Bella Goes Pink Walk took
Elace Saturday;,” Oct, 20.

oz Creager, owner of The
Green Boutique, is behind
this annual event that is
supported by the other
businesses . in the Plaza
Bella complex- as well as
more than 300 walkers.
Money raised from the

Ly

walk and raffle goes to the
American Cancer Society
and the Vera Bradley
Breast Cancer Foundation.

This year’s walk was in
memory’ of Antionette
Lombardi-Cuellar,  who
fought strong until her
passing in May of 2012,
Cuellar was a guest speak-
er at two of Plaza Bella’s
walks in the past. and

Best Florist for 13 Beautiful Years!

Teleflora’s:
Autumn Beauty
Bouguet

$69.95

0003212463-01

BlOomingdﬁié Florist

654-7304 or 800-940-7304 _
. 827E. Bloomingdale Ave, Brandon 4

Hours: M-F 9:6, 8at. 9-3 %
www.bloomingdaleflowers.com . &U B

wwwbloomingdalefarist.com

goes pink

shared her strength, faith

and . determination with

those in attendance. This
year her daughters, Alyssa,
Olivia,  and Alexandra,
shared their memories of
her. As David Cuellar
stood and listened to his
daughters, he said he
could not be more proud.

- An especially touching
moment took place before
the walk when Captain
Lewis of Seffner -quoted
Psalm 55:6, “Oh that I had
wings like a dove! I would
fly away, and be at rest.”
During a moment of si-
lence Captain Lewis and
each Cuellar daughter re-

‘leased doves, which Lewis

supplied from his farm.

The Cuellar Family led
the walk down Blooming-
dale Avenue to Alafia Ele-
mentary and back. At the
finish line Roz Creager and
the Bloomingdale _cheer-
leaders celebrated all
those who participated in
the race. Roz proclaimed
the day a great success and
looks forward to next
year’s walk.

CALL COREY

¢ Cement Hardscapes:
Sidewalks/Driveways/Patios/Pool Areas &
o Screening & ne-screening:g
Porches/Carports/Patios/Pool Areas
* Mowing & Landscaping
813-579-7394 mobile

DID YOU KNOW?

ThanksgiVing' May Not Be
All Pilgrims and Turkey

- BY DEE and
MADEE PRETHER

Did you know that
Thanksgiving did not start
in Massachusetts? That
pilgrims, pumpkins and
turkeys weren’t involved in
the least? It may bust your
buckles to learn that
Thanksgiving has its roots
right here in Florida! Move
over turkey — Cocida may
be the true guest of honor
at the table. .

Historians disagree
about the site of the origi-
nal Thanksgiving. Their
differences of opinion cen-
ter primarily -on whether
the settler celebrants fa-
thered the United States,
and how closely the feast
resembled the traditions
upheld threughout -the
years. Despite their stance,
historians agree that earli-
er feasts of thanks took
place in several areas of
the county. So here is
some food for thought
when you start planning
this year’s feast of plenty.

The defining Thanksgiv-
ing celebration, and the
one the general public as-
sociates with the holiday’s
origin, was that of 1621. As
you all learned in elemen-
tary school, along with
how to make a hand tur-
key, the Pilgrims arrived in
Plymouth in 1620 in search
of religious freedom. Hav-
ing landed in the winter,
the first few months were a
struggle. The Wampanoag
tribe taught the English
how to survive in this
strange new land; how to
grow corn, catch eels, fer-
tilize the soil, -etc. .The
Wampanoag leader, Mas-
sasoit, also donated food
to the colonists. In Octo-
ber of 1621 the Pilgrims
hosted a feast to celebrate
their survival and their alli-
ance with the Native

Americans. This would
come to be known as “The
First Thanksgiving.”

Texans stake claim that
the first Thanksgiving was
held much earlier than the
1600s. In 1541 the Spaniard
Francisco Vasquez de Co-
ronado and 1,500 of his
men arrived in what we
know as the Texas Pan-
handle. After a six week
journey through the dry
and desolate . American
Southwest Vasquez en-
tered the Palo Duro Can-
yon to find a plethora of
food and water, saving the
expedition. Before con-
tinuing on their journey,
the men held a feast to
give thanks for their sur-
vival.

Floridians can draw a

*line in the sand that St.
Augustine, Florida was the
site of the original Thanks-
giving. Spanish Adm.
Pedro Menendez de Aviles
came ashore on Sept. 8,
1565. Aviles, 500 soldiers,
200 sailors, 100 civilian

- families and artisans, and

the Timucuan Indians
who occupied the village
of Seloy (present day St.
Augustine) held the first
Thanksgiving feast after
holding the first Christian
Mass. The Timucuans
brought oysters and giant
clams (maybe a wild tur-
key was amongst the of-

ferings). And according to

Florida teacher, Robyn
Gioia, the Spaniards car-
ried from their ships gar-
banzo beans, olive oil,
bread, pork and wine-
—many of the ingredients
used for the Spanish stew,
Cocido (“co-SEED-0").

No matter the view-
point,  centuries . ago
Thanksgiving was about
survival, a celebration of
overcoming of obstacles.
Today, Thanksgiving is a

Want to learn
more?

The Internet is rife with
information and links to
historical research. For a
bit on the Texan Thanks-
giving peruse an article by
Marian T. Horvat, Ph.D. on
Tradition in Action's Web
site, http://www.traditio-
ninaction.org/History/
B_024 Augustine.html.
For a lighter read on the
Floridian side, try “Amer-
ica's REAL First Thanks-
giving,” by Robyn Gioia, a
fifth-grade teacher in

- Florida. _
Here is a recipe that Gioia
shares with her readers:

COCIDO

1 pound garbanzo beans,
soaked overmnight \
8 cups water

1 tablespoon pepper

2 teaspoons saffron

1 clove garlic, minced

1 pound chorizo sausages,
thinly sliced

1/2 pound-salt pork, diced
1 medium onion, diced

4 medium potatoes,
diced

1 savoy cabbage, quar-
tered

2 large carrots, thickly
sliced '

2 leeks; cut into short
lengths

Drain beans, rinse and
put in large kettle. Add
water, spices and garlic.
In skillet, fry salt pork and
onions until brown. Drain
and add to kettle. Sim-
mer for 2 hours. Add
remaining ingredients and
simmer 45 minutes.

time for overeating, foot-
ball, and parades in N¢. ., !
York. However, we still &7~
member what Thanksgiv-
ing is about: showing grat-
itude for good fortune and
good friends.




Imost all of us enjoy
Athis time of year,

especially teens -
schools are out for
Thanksgiving break,
there are lots of sales

going on at the malls and -

other stores, and don’t
forget all the holiday -
parties and free time to
go places, This also
means more driving time
for teens.

One of the' most crit-
ical decisions teens make
as drivers every day is
whether or not to wear
seatbelts and whether to
ensure seatbelts are worn
by passengers in their
cars. It's a serious deci-
sion, especially for teens
still learning to drive. All
kinds of excuses are giv-
en as to why drivers
don’t buckle up, espe-
cially teen drivers. Those

“fus in law enforcement

ant it to become a habit
for everyone to buckle

up. Each one of us has to

- The holidays are here

make that
decision
every time
we get into
the car.

Parents, it
is-critical
that you
. take the
time and set the example
by buckling up your-
selves and emphasizing
the importance to your
teens. Bucking up saves
lives.

Teens, a special safety
message for all of you: do
not text or talk while you
are driving. Just one text
can cost you your life and
the lives of anyone riding
with you. Texting while
driving is more danger-
ous than drinking while
driving; and 17 times
more dangerous than
talking on a phone while
driving. It isn’t the fact
that your hands and eyes
are distracted, but your
head. There is no text

- Community Station Notes

worth a person’s life.
Drive alert, don’t text or
talk. Make these holidays
ones to remember, not
ones to regret.

HAVE A SARE AND -
SECURE HOLIDAY
~ SEASON

November is the offi-
cial beginning of this
year’s “holiday season.”
This holiday season, like
all others, many folks will
be busy shopping, trav-
eling and celebrating, We
in the Sheriff's Office
want all of our residents
to have a safe and enjoy-
able holiday season. The
following are some safety
and security tips to help -
you stay safe and secure
this season. Please take
the time to follow them.

¢+ AS A SHOPPER: Be
extra cautious and stay -
aware of your surround-
ings and your actions.

~ BLOOMINGDALE BUZZ
What are you thankful for this Thanksgiving?

by SHAPHALI JAIN

An American tradition
since 1621, Thanksgiving
can mean many things to
different people. For most
of us, the holiday conjures
up pictures of warmth,
family, friends and most
definitely, festive meals. It
also brings to mind pa-

rades, football and vyes,"

turkey. However Ameri-
cans choose to celebrate
Thanksgiving,  hopefully
we will take a few mo-
ments to remember those

things for which we are
most thankful.

For this month'’s Bloom-
ingdale Buzz, we decided
to stop at the Bell Shoals
Shopping Plaza (at the in-
tersection of Bell Shoals
and Glen Haven) and ask
some folks who live or
work in the Bloomingdale
community what they
were thankful for this
Thanksgiving.

Amna, owner of Charm
Ville Day Spa: “I am thank-
ful to God for blessing me

with a great family, good
health and happiness.”

Cassy Blackburn: “I am
thankful for my family”

Dr. Nazneen Noorani,
owner of Noorani Medical
Center: “I am thankful for
my family and friends.”

Sarah Primm: “I “am
thankful for having a sup-
portive family.”

Steven Mullen: “I am
thankful for my family, my
friends, my dog and my
shoes.”

Bloomingdale Gazette Wants To Hear From You

Do you have a story to share?
Would you like to try your hand at
writing an article for the Gazette?

community newspaper. Please pass
along information, photos and stories
you think others would.like to read.

Know of any fun events coming upin  Send inquiries and submissions to in-

our community?

The Gazette is your Bloomingdale

bloomingdalenews@gmail.com.
look forward to hearing from you.

We

g

Don'’t get in a big rush
and be careless. Stay alert
at all times. Definitely, do
not leave your car un-
locked, especially with
the engine running. Do
not leave packages or
other valuables visible in
your car - lock them in
the trunk. Interested -
criminals will break into
your car, and there have
been several auto bur-

' glaries in our area this

year.

¢+ AS AHOMEOWNER;:
Prepare and secure your
home before you head
out for shopping or, more
importantly, holiday
traveling. Burglars drive
through neighborhoods
looking for “easy targets”
like open garage doors or
windows. If you are going
out of town, take ad-
vantage of special “Secu-
rity Watch” requests that

can be completed at the
Sheriff's Bloomingdale
Community Station on
Erindale Drive. .
Most burglaries can be
prevented by taking a few
simple steps lie having
all door and window
locks checked for proper
operation, adding simple
security items and paying
special attention to close
and lock all doors. Two of
the most vulnerable areas

‘are your garage daor and

garage side door — make
sure both are closed and
locked, since both give
access to your home.

¢+ AS A DRIVER: No
one w. 5‘5 to be involved
in an aceident, especially
one involving a drunk
driver, so don't be one
yourself, and make sure
you don’t ride with those
who do. Talk to your
teens about the dangers

of drinking and driving
and set the right example.
A few minutes discussing
the dangers and setting
strict rules can save a life
—your teen'’s life.

 SPECIAL HOLIDAY
NOTE:

With our country still
at war during this holiday
season and especially .
with many parents from
our community separat-
ed from their spouses
and children, please help
them have a safe and
secure holiday.

Please support the U.S.
Marines “Toys for Tots
Program.” They need our
help. Semper Fi!

From all of us at the
Sheriff’s Office:
Have a safe and secure
Thanksgiving
holiday season!

- Dementia Care
Specialized, compassionate & fun atmosphere.

A unique, home;like community for those at all stages of Alzheimer’s
disease & dementia. Ask about our “Day-Stay” services.

Caregiver Tip
Prevent Dehydration -According to a study
at the University of Boston,
someone with dementia will drink
87% more out of a red cup.

[ 4
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MEMORY CARE

Brandon

(813) 657-8587

1819 Providence Ridge Blvd., Brandon, FL 33511
www.SuperiorALF.com/Brandon

Assisted Living Lic. #A1.9739

* Nurses 24 Hours a Day

* Alzheimer’s Support Group
* Extended Congregate Care
¢ Respite Care

\

0003211587-01

Lke us on
& 8§ Facebook

Live the Momntent... Love the Morent '
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Feeling powerless at your big bank? All banks and credit unions aren’t alike —

so when it comes to deciding_where to bank, take control.

credit "

- Al with your ‘
withanew refinanced loan Visa P'Iatinursn
FREE checking =~ Rates aslow as Credit Card

; il : 0/ Ih 0%Intro APRON =
account ARl 2 99 A’ © Dbalancetransfers  ©
s i ' ° APR AT N =

URE=EE.. No annual fe Pt

with a new

. | [L}".t"'-’

MIDFLORIDA is here to work with you

and your schedule — with features like: | M I DFT.ORI @

-7amto7 pm Drive-thru and Help Desk Hours ; Ty ¢ :

e T | qguf community credit union

- Free Debit Card with Rewards

- Free Online Banking and Bill Payment www.midflorida.com (863) 688-3733 Toll Free (866)913-3733

..and More! Habla Espariol (877) 834-6376

Offers valid as of November 1, 2012. A minimum $5 account is required for membership with MIDFLORIDA and access to these offers. Offers are available for a imited time only and may be cancelled without notice, Existing MIDFLORIDA loans and aredit cards do ot qualify for the incentive or the special Federall
adverlised Annual Percentage Rates (APR). Checking incentive is degosited to new checking account. Loan and credit card incentives will be applied to a MIDFLORIDA Visa Platinum credit card. Other rates and terms are available and are based on credit. Visit midfiorida,com or see an associate for detalls. Yy
insured by

1. Anyone who has held a checking account with MIDFLORIDA in the past year will not qualify for the $77 incentive. In addition to apening a new checking account, you must accept and open online banking, online bill payment, eStatement, eNatice, direct deposit (5500 minimum wiiich must post

within 30 days of account opening) and a debit card, For RT4T checking accounts, you must make 5 debit card transactians in the first 30 days in lieu of the direct deposit requirement, Freedom accounts do not qualify for this incentive, Minimum ta open is $50. 2. To qualify for the incentive, you must NCUA. LENDER
refinance a loan (excluding first martgages) of $15,000 or mare from another financial institution, Loans of $5,000 to $14,999 will receive a $100 credit. 3. incentive is offered on new cedit card accounts only. The introductory APR is available on non-MIDFLORIDA credit card balan(etran§fers for the
first 12 months on new accounts only. A 1% balance transfer fee will apply.
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