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“No Parking!”

—
Volume XVVII, Number 10

School parking jam solution not
so elementary

By Laura Frazier, Editor n——

7 t's 6:00 pm. Mom and
y“)f Dad rush home from
= work and errands in an

effort to be on time for Open
House night at Alafia Elementary
School. They gather the kids, jump
in the minivan and cruise down
Nature’s Way towards the school,
right on time. But their child is
just 1 of over 1,175 students
enrolled in the neighborhood ele-
mentary school this year.
Hundreds of vehicles arrive on
school grounds during special
events, quickly filling up the limit-
ed parking lot. Faced with the
prospect of circling the lot wait-
ing for a vacancy, the otherwise
law abiding Bloomingdale resi-
dents opt to park on the roadsides
amidst the many “no parking”

signs. Once one parent crosses
the line, others follow suit. Soon
the streets are lined with illegally
parked vehicles and the danger-
ous specter of adults with
children in tow dashing across
busy streets. Parents cringe at the
thought of having parked illegally
but after all, what other options
do they have?

“Our number one priority is
safety,” says Alafia Elementary
School Principal Tanly Cabrera.
“Special events at the school draw
hundreds of parents and children.
That (large turnout) is a big part
of what makes Alafia an outstand-
ing school. We are an “A+” school
with a continually growing enroll-
ment and an exceptional number
of very involved parents and vol-
unteers,” she says.The Principal
has addressed the issue of the “no

parking” zones along Culbreath
(continued on page 4)

JPok.emon Runs
Wild in
Bloomingdale

(See story on

page 8)
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Your Inside Connections

The Bloomingdale
Homeowners Association, Inc,

3509 Bell Shoals Rd. » Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 681-2051 * E-mail: BHA@CyberRails.com

Web site: www. CyberRails.com/BHA/
President ...... ... ... ... . . . . . Ted Grable
Treasurer .......... .. .. .. .. .. Pam Liguori

Directors ........... ... ... . . Patricia Radel
............................. LaWayne Wyatt
............................ Ann Underwood
............................. Rodney Biddie
................................ Len Jasczak

% 2 0 9% %
0.0 0.0 0'0 0‘0 0‘0

Bloomingdale Mobile Watch
Core Commiittee

Coordinator/Scheduler

LaWayne Wyatt, ...... ... . . . 685-2072
Treasurer, Paul Kelmer ... ... . . .. 681-9701
Equipment Manager, Tony Diolosa . . . . . 681-1146
Membership Chairman, Steven Heckel . . 654-4266
DavidGuy .......... ... .. . .. .. 681-5943
PaulWarr . ... .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . 685-7883

Bloomingdale Oaks Special

Taxing District

P.O. Box 3132, Brandon, FL 33509-31 32

President . .. .. . . . . Bill Grace, 685-2817
Treasurer ... . . ... ... . . .. . Fred Englehart

Meetings ..Second Tuesday each month at 7:30 pm,
3419 Cade Lane, Bloomingdale Oaks

9% % 2 9 %
0’0 ’.0 0‘0 0" 0'0

Share your news with the
community!

Write to Editor, 3509 Bell Shoals Rd.,Valrico, FL 33594
Phone (813) 681-2051

E-mail LauraFrazier@Prodigy.net

Fax (813) 651-1129

Bloomingdale Special

Taxing District .. ... . . 684-6667
President, Thom Snelling ........ ... . 6819186
Vice President, Tom Mackiewicz .. ... 653-4145
Treasurer,Don Cassels . ... ... .. .. .. 681-8855
Corresponding Secretary, R. Dickey . . .. 689-2177
Recording Secretary, Alice Burleson . ... 0685-1076
Trustee,Tim Golden. . .. ... . . .. . . . 653-1337
Trustee, Paul Almeida .. ... .. . .. . . . . . 661-2018
Property Manager, DPMI . ... .. . . . 684-6617
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% 0’0 °ne L 4 Ll

Meetings

All meetings take place at the Community Office

at 3509 Bell Shoals Rd. These are monthly public
meetings and all Bloomingdale residents are invited.
BHA Board of Directors Meetings

Second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m.

Special Taxing District Meetings

Second Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.

% R o . K2
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The official publication of the BHA
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594

Phone: (813) 681-2051 Fax: (813) 651-1129
E-mail: LauraFrazier@prodigy.net

Executive Director .. ... . .. . . . . . .. Joe Liguori
Batorys, .o 08 Lo e T g Laura Frazier
Associate Editor. . . .. .. .. . Mack Austin
Feature Writer. . .. .. ... .. . . . Paul Almeida
Restaurant Critic ..., . ... .. . . Elton Dumont

Publisbed by Manatee Media, Inc,
PO.Box 271880 Tampa, FL 33688-1880
Phone: (813) 964-1919 Fax: (813) 963-5876

Advertising Director. , .. . ... . .. Diane Mathes
Publisher. . ...... ... .. .. . . . . . Mark Mathes
Advertising Sales . . . . .. ... .. . . Kathy Tidler
Advertising Sales. .. ... ... .. .. Arlene Jacobs
Mana.ging Editor. ... ... ... .. . . .. Anissa Camg.,
Design & Production. . . . . . . . Publisher’s Support

............................ Candy Patgorski

__Bloomingdale Post Office

gets stamp of approval

By Mack Austin

The U.S. Postal Service has selected a site for a
branch office in the Bloomingdale area.A long-
term lease has been signed on a 6,800 square
foot office in the Kings Row Shopping Center at
the corner Kings and Bloomingdale Avenues.

The new branch will provide retail windows.
for walk-in customers and office space for carri-
ers. Post Office officials anticipate completion
and opening in the Spring of 2000.

Whimsical Walls and Murals
by Swsan

specializing in children’s rooms and scenic painting
*local artist/Susan Jordan
*member Brandon League of Fine Awvts

*licensed

813-655-8003

An Affordable Way To
Get A New Pool Deck

Let Bosmeny & Associates resurface your pool dec’:k
with its unique Sealcrete Skid Proof Products. We’ll
resurface your pool deck like new.

Resurfacing Benefits

e Waterproof — resistant
to mold and mildew.

e Fasy maintenance —
Just hose it down.

e Skid-proof — makes it
safe to use around the
pool.

Call Today! It’s the best way to get a new pool deck!

914-0124

BOSMENY & ASSOCIATES, INC
PAINT AND COATING SPECIALISTS

“I ONLY
TAKE MY
KITTY TO
ANIMAL
MEDICAL
CENTER

...because it has the
most advanced tests.”

My kitty deserves the best. Thats why my
family goes to Animal Medical Center and
Dr. Jim Antunano for our veterinarian
care. Animal Medical Center is a certified
American Animal Hospital with all the
services necessary to keep my cat a
healthy, happy pet.

Our services include:

® Hearing test equipment

® Glaucoma testing

m Complete in-house lab

® Complete surgical suite with isoflurane
anesthesia

® High-tech monitoring equipment:
Surgical pulse oximeter, Doppler unit,
Electro surgery

Don't forget...Every pet needs a vet!

Y g}

1102. Bloomingdale Ave. ¢ Valrico, Florida
(813)654-6222
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REAL

ESTATE
UPDATE

By Luana Russell

Price of Overpricing
QUESTION: What is the most important factor in
the home-selling process?

ANSWER: Without a doubt, it is the selling price.
The way you use your price-setting power will deter-
mine how quickly the house will sell, how difficult it
will be to find a qualified buyer and how much profit
you stand to gain.

What happens if you set the price to high? If
there are three houses available in the area and the
other two carry more realistic price tags, will that
potential buyer even take the time to view yours?

I's unhealthy for a home to sit unsold for a
long period of time. Initial exposure is considered
“prime time.” Don't lose this valuable opportunity.

¥ K KK K KK K K K K
Disclosing Defects

QUESTION: Is it important for home sellers to dis-
close any and all material defects that could affect
the value or livability of a home?

ANSWER: The days of closing the sale and letting
the buyers discover problems about the home for
themselves are long gone. Most sellers need to go
to great lengths to inform potential buyers about
important facts concerning the home.

The intent of the disclosure laws is that all of
the facts need to be put on the table - with nothing
hidden - so that all parties can then negotiate in
good faith with full knowledge of the condition of the
home. Many states have mandatory disclosure
rules. Soon, all will,

SLrverror
RuUSSELL

Five-Str Service

coLbuweLL

889 E. Bloomingdale Ave. [adalGds
FESIDENTIAL REAL EBTATE, INC.

Brandon' FL 33511 Incepencerily Owned ard Operaed ty NRT icorpored

662-1610 or 685-8545

(continued from page 1)

and Nature’s Way at recent PTA meetings and in the

school’s newsletter. In a concerted effort to accom-
modate Alafia’s growing number of students, the
school has begun staggering special event days and
times by grade level.

As for the daily traffic and parking crunch, “Each
year we have a number of students new to the
school and new to the area. It takes some time for
everyone to become familiar with the (traffic, safety
and parking) procedures,” says Cabrera. School offi-
cials implemented a snaking drop-off/pick-up line as
a way to expedite the daily traffic flow around the
school and eliminate the need for parents to park
their cars.“We encourage parents to utilize the drop-
off/pick-up line and to walk, bike or carpool
whenever possible.” If parents have business at the
school and must park, they may wish to consider
that the arrival and dismissal periods are not the
best times to do so.

Bloomingdale’s Deputy Pete Maurer echoes Ms.
Cabrera’s suggestion that parents and children walk,
bike or carpool whenever possible. “Arrive early for
special events and be patient; there is usually a
steady flow of cars coming and going and you will
find a legal parking spot,” says Deputy Maurer. “'I'his_[
is a critical safety issue. We cannot have cars illegally
parked along the roads at any time, including during
special events,” he says.The “no parking” zones on
both Culbreath and Nature’s Way have recently been
expanded, and fines are currently $30.

Members of the Bloomingdale Area Community
Council have expressed an interest in coordinating
with Bloomingdale Little League and the (under con-
struction) Campo Family YMCA for the use of those
facilities as overflow parking during special events.
Any arrangements made would require the approval
of the School Board’s Traffic and Safety Department.
YMCA representative Dave Hollowell indicates that
although there have been no formal discussions to
date, “Certainly the YMCA would be willing to work
with any community groups that we can help.” Until
other arrangements can be made, perhaps the best
outlook we can have as we patiently circle the park-
ing lot is that of Principal Cabrera;“This is a
growing, thriving school. Families continue to flock
to Bloomingdale because they want their children
enrolled in Alafia Elementary. We have a large and
active student body, incredibly involved parents and

an impressive number of dedicated volunteers. If we

are patient, keep the safety of the children as our
top priority and obey the traffic laws, this is a good
problem to have!”

October 1999

Bloomingdale Golfers Club
\barts a new course

By Laura Frazier, Editor

ince its grand opening in 1983,

\ = Bloomingdale Golfers Club remains the
sprawling yet inconspicuous centerpiece of
Bloomingdale East. The 200-acre course features
100 acres of protected wetlands. Wide-open
spaces, lush foliage and abounding wildlife provide
a pristine setting for the challenging Ron Garl
designed course.

Evergreen Alliance Golf Limited (EAGL) pur-
chased the club in May of this year from
Sungreene, Inc. EAGL, a golf course management
and development company headquartered in
Irving, Texas, operates 48 golf courses in fourteen
states across the country. Tampa resident Carl
James stepped up to
the tee this year as the [T ‘-';ﬁ,»
~lyb’s new manager. Y =

¢ is enthusiastic
about the improve-
ments being made.
While groundskeepers
continue to maintain
and preserve the natu-
ral beauty of the
course, the clubhouse
and restaurant are
undergoing a series of @
renovations. %

“The clubhouse and Legends

the)Aomingdale gazette 5
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Grill (restaurant and lounge) have been totally
redecorated, from a fresh coat of paint and wallpa-
per to sparkling new dishes and silverware,” says
James. “We are also in the process of resurfacing
the cart paths and parking lot and installing new
walls around the perimeter of the lakes. We intend
to uphold the quality, upscale image of
Bloomingdale Golfers Club and bring it up to date
with a fresh, new look.”

Bloomingdale Golfers Club is open to new mem-
bers and currently offers a three-month trial
membership at a special rate of $170 per month.
Reduced resident initiation fees, greens fees and
other special incentives are on the drawing board.
Plans are also in the works to hold special “theme”
events at the club.“We are planning a number of
fun and unique club get-togethers to offer our
members,” says James. Legends Grill offers a
Sunday Brunch from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm and is
open to the public 7 days a week for breakfast and
lunch. “We invite residents to come check us out
and discover the quali-
ty, upscale club and
challenging course
that is just around the
corner, in the heart of
Bloomingdale.”

For more informa-
tion, visit
Bloomingdale Golfers
Club at 4113 Great
Golfers Place (just off
Nature’s Way south of
| Glenbaven) or call
655-GOLE

Brandon Physicians
Walk-In-Clinic

7 Days a Week - 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Accessible Affordable Prompr Care
Courteous Staff, Experienced Board Certified Physicians
Accepting Most Insurances, No Appointment Necessary
Minimal Wait Time, Work Related Injuries
Workman’s Comp

655-4100

812 E. Bloomingdale Ave. (Next to Dunkin’ Donuts)

"CYBERRAILS.COM

WE’ GGING IN RAND
- Businesses on the web - Neighborhood Information
- Restaurants & Menus - Free Community Services
- Community Resources - School Information
- Free Business Listings - Web Design and Hosting

An Internet Site can be the least expensive way of get-
ting out in front of the public. Check out our site or
give us a call for information on our Services.
WWW.CYBERRAILS.COM
(813) 661-8860
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Keeping Brandon kids
healthy for over 20 years

SRR )

Bloomingdale West
Rec Center News

Activity: Street Hockey

Ages: 6 -8 and 9 - 12 (Co-ed)

Dates: October 4 - October 22

Cost: Registration fee is $15 (includes t-
shirt and award)

Make checks payable to “Friends of the
Park”

S R S

SRIB3E

—

The staff of
Nadal Pediatrics

§
§
g Proudly welcomes all new
|
%

ERRRSIREIT

A
&

P T S R S R

& established patients

Pediatrics/adolescents ¢ Board certified

is located at 3919 Canoga Park Drive. For

Accepting most insurances . q
more information, please call Donna

Please stop by and see our new office.

We are open Monday - Friday 8am-5pm
500 Vonderburg Dr., Suite 212 West
Brandon, Florida 33511

813-655-0292

e R B R R R R RS e sl

stop by the Center 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm
weekdays.

=

The Bloomingdale West Recreation Center

Clouse, Recreation Director, at 744-5907 or

O

October 1999
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PROVIDING QUALITY CHILDCARES
B> BLOOMINGDALE

Welcome to
Bloomingdale

The Bloomingdale Gazette and Brandon Regional
Hospital are pleased to announce the following
new arrival to our community:

Luke Dustin Mulcaby
Born August 31, 1999 to Mary Lou and William
Mulcahy

Congratulations from the staff and friends of The
Bloomingdale Gazette!

Do you know of a “new addition”to our com-
munity? Please call The Gazette at 681-2051,
e-mail LauraFrazier@prodigy.net or write to
Editor, 3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594.
. rfI\Ve would be pleased to publish your birth
innouncement!

4% Voted Best Smiile
o Pt

DOWN
PAYMENT

- A
Trisha Peterson

Bloomingdale HS PER MONTH

Gabe Heidt
Brandon HS

We Can Make Your Smile
A Winner Too!

Erin Krause
King HS

Standard Active Treatment
$2616 to $3270
Records Fee $218
Retainers $285 to $420
#08450 #08550 #08750

Neal A. Stubbs, D.D.S., P.A.

929 Qakfield Dr. ® Brandon e 685-3511

Ed Rahal, DMD

Gentle Dental Care
fov‘ the Entire Family

65 4—3 3 99 Jnsuv‘anc_e_;%\ccep’red

) 3646 Lithia Pinecrest Road, Valrico

The patieat and any other person responsible Tor payment has the right to refuse to
pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examinations or
treatment, which is performed as o result of and within 72 howrs of responding

to the advertisemaent for the Tree, discounted Fee or reduced fee service, examination or
treatment. Need must be determined hy the doctor.

[

Why do smartkids fail?

Your child can succeed in school. Our
certified teachers help students of all ages
build basic skills while developing self-
confidence and the determination to succeed.

Call 681-1500

HUNTINGTON
LEARNING
CENTER

Your child can learn.

FCAT, FL. WRITES and
BENCHMARK Preparation

New Student Testing - Call For Application 6891952

Brandon Academy

PRIVATE SCHOOL

FULLY ACCREDITED BY THE FLORIDA COUNCIL OF INDEPENDENT
SCHOOLS AND THE FLORIDA KINDERGARTEN COUNCIL

28 years of Academic Excellence
» Kindergarten Through Eighth Grade
» Enrichment Curriculum
* Low Student-Teacher Ratio
» Before and After School Care

“Lack of Confidence |

No Motivation

801 Limona Road ¢ Brandon, FL 33510

689-1952 sweiicanon
~Teresa (Terry) Curry - Administrator

The Academy does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin,

___SAT TUTORING
Kathryn Grant
Certified English Teacher

m One-on-One Instruction
m Test Taking Strategies

T) 689-0442 ()
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Pokemon runs wild in
Bloomingdale!

By Laura Frazier, Edifor - pu——

ove over Beanie Babies. See you later Furby.
(_ Make way for the latest multimedia kid’s
=" " % craze to hit the nation; Pokemon! As the
popularity of Pokemon has grown, so too has the confusion

for players to obtain the various cards they need to com-
plete their decks. Jim Daney, Sales Associate at Smart Start

___Letters to the Gazelte

Toys and Collectibles in Valrico Square fields daily calls from A Bloomingdale Easyresiecntivrites\Giatbpmal;

both kids and parents looking for the cards.“It has been a

challenge to keep them in stock,” said Daney one particular-

ly busy day.“One customer just came in and bought several

booster packs as rewards for her child’s spelling tests. Last

week the starter sets we got in barely had time to sit on the
shelf before they were snapped up”

of Pokemon-challenged adults. We offer here
a basic overview of the world of Pokemon
(po’kay-mahn) in an effort to enlighten the
bewildered parents of Bloomingdale’s
Pokemon-obsessed children.

Japan’s Nintendo Corporation intro-
duced the wildly popular line of games and
merchandise to the U.S.in 1998. Initially
released as a Game-Boy (electronic hand-
held gaming system) game, the growing
phenomenon now includes Pokemon Snap
(a Nintendo-64 game), a top rated television
show, a trading card game and a multitude
of toys, clothing and other paraphernalia.
The enterprise’s reach will extend to the big
screen with the scheduled November 1999
Warner Brothers release of “Pokemon The
Movie: Mewtwo Strikes Back.”

e

Lt
e / U‘r

Pokemon Snap, a Nintendo-64 game, is the
latest incarnation of Pokemon to hit
Bloomingdale. In the video game, players
again act as trainers exploring Pokemon
Island in search of the creatures.The object
of the game is to take “photographs” of as
many of the creatures as possible. Players
submit their best snapshots to the game’s
virtual judge, who rates them and assigns
points. Blockbuster Video stores feature spe-
cial Pokemon Snap Stations.The
computerized stations allow players to
download their own Pokemon snapshots

Station and print out stickers of their
favorite photos. Sticker trading has become
a natural extension of the Snap game.

The setting for the mythical world of Pokemon is
“Pokemon Island”. Pikachu, Bulbasaur and Vileplume are
just a few of over 150 different species of creatures called
Pokemon (Japanese translation:“pocket monsters”) inhabit-
ing the island. In the Game-Boy game, players assume the
role of “Pokemon Trainer”, searching the virtual island for
the shy and elusive Pokemon.The object is to capture as
many different species of Pokemon as possible by throwing
a“Poke Ball” at them. Upon capture, the creatures can be
tamed and trained to acquire special powers and abilities.
Some species can even evolve into different breeds. Players
use their own captive creatures to ward off or snare wild
Pokemon.Two players can link their Game-Boys together
with a special cable (sold separately?), allowing the trainers
to engage in battle or trade their Pokemon.

In the Pokemon trading card game, each game repre-
sents a battle between two trainers. Both players require a
complete deck of cards, each card representing Pokemon
with individual powers. Players can start with a 2-player
starter set and expand their collection with “booster packs”
(miscellaneous packs of 10 extra cards) or “theme decks”
(full decks of 60 cards). Trading has become a popular way

Pokemon games have a very low violence
factor.There are battles and power struggles resulting in lost
powers or levels, but not one drop of virtual blood is shed.
The linking capability of the hand-held game and the trad-
ing aspect of the card game encourage cooperation and
interaction between the players.Appealing to girls and boys
alike, Pokemon is one of very few video and card games to
cross the gender barrier. Perhaps with a little patience and a
lot of imagination, Pokemon can cross the generation gap
too. Now; are there any takers out there for two Furbys and
seven Tamogatchis, batteries included?

(right from their game cartridge) into the ]

Pokemon Trading Cards

Local Retailers:
Smart Start Toys and Collectibles, Valrico Square,

661-5399
LaClair’s Sports Card World, Highway 60, 6613679

Toys-R-Us, Brandon Town Center, 661-2606 |

Nintendo Web Site: www.pokemon.com

“As a resident of this community for the past 10
years, I have witnessed a tremendous amount of
growth. The number of children at (Alafia
Elementary and Burns Middle School) bus stops
has more than doubled.I feel that it is extremely
dangerous to have the busses pick up and drop off
on Natures Way. Could the bus stops possibly be
relocated to interior Bloomingdale streets? This is
a heavily traveled road and I have witnessed many
impatient drivers passing a stopped bus. Is any-
thing being done about this potentially disastrous
problem?”

Editor’s Reply:

We spoke with the Alafia/Burns School Bus
Route Coordinator, Sandi Katvala, who acknowl-
edges that the Natures Way route is very full.

\ “Safety is our number one priority,” says Katvala.

"“We have had some calls from this area and feel
that the route is being operated in a safe, time-effi-
cient manner. However, we will always look at
individual concerns and requests.” Katvala points
out that moving the stops to interior streets would
necessitate busses negotiating through residential
neighborhoods, creating additional safety hazards
and a literally impossible time crunch for drivers
already on very tight schedules. Recent attempts
to move one Natures Way stop to an interior street
sparked a barrage of loitering and vandalism com-
plaints from homeowners that resulted in the stop
being moved back to the main road.

Hillsborough County Schools provides parents
with a “Request to Add a Bus Stop” form that is
available at Bloomingdale area schools.You may
wish to submit this request to your child’s school
along with a letter outlining your specific con-
cerns.The school forwards bus stop change

(g
request forms to the Route Coordinator, who then

schedules an inspection with District Safety Office
personnel.

Sandi Katvala can be reached 744-8632. If you
require further assistance, Lamar Hammer, Director
of Safety and Training Specialists can be reached at
987-6994. In the meantime, school officials recom-
mend continuous reinforcement of safety rules
with children and adult supervision or monitoring
at all bus stops whenever possible. In addition, res-
idents can call 1-888-786-7474 to report motorists
illegally passing school busses.

Bloomingdale residents, the Gazette welcomes
your questions, comments and suggestions on
community issues. Letters should include the
writer’s name, addvress, phone number and e-
mail address, and will be published
anonymously if so requested. Please write to: The
Bloomingdale Gazette, 3509 Bell Shoals Road,
Valrico, FL 33594, Fax: (813) 651-1129,E-Mail:
LauraFrazier@prodigy.nel.

All letters are subject to editing for clarity and
length. Due to space limitations not all letters
can be printed or acknowledged, but our staff
will make every effort to respond to all letters
received.

For Advertising Information

call Kathy Tidler at 661-6641
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The Bloomingda le Buzz current water charges. I also like the entryway l'lv T
A | \

project.”

e W |
By Mason Meehan George Gross,

Bloomingdale West

| “Even though I have a well
on my property, I would still
like to see reclaimed water

brough fo Bloomingda. We think cookie cutters belong in the kitchen

“e took a random survey of five
Bloomingdale residents, asking the fol-
lowing question, “The Bloomingdale

Special Taxing District will take on several major

maintenance and renovation projects this fiscal think it would be less expen-
o q d it i -bui D
year* Which project do you look forward to secing sive in the long run when These days, it scems like all We custom-build on your lot  Bristol Green Eagle Pointe
g new homes look alike. But at in eastern Hillsborough or our ;
completed?” ider irfi . - 4 ug o Golf course community with Exclusive gated community
p ! | you consider irrigation MacRiley Homes, we build communities. Sites are just bomes from the $180s opening in July 1999, with
costs” homes that are as individual minutes from the Crosstown including b ] y e i
Ona Barnes, Augusta Village ' as you are Eipics vy SASh Sesy e csisoto i) i Ve i
’ i SPLLEIT LIS I q including bomesite.
“I am very much in favor of a schools, various hchurchcs, -Bloomingdale High School- 661-9896
gt A . recreation and the Brandon = -
proj CC.t S brmg l'?CialmCd . " 3 " ; TownCenter Mall. Call MacRiley River Watch Bloomingdale High School
water into Bloomingdale and * The Bloomingdale Special Taxing District’s 5- Homes... “Because the same old  Large, gated community with
hopefully to the homeowners. Year Plan and information about specific plans, floorplan just won’t cut it” homes from the $140s
We are running out of water in including the reclaimed water and entryway including homesite.
Fl -d d Bl : d l s ‘ . ? i 2 Rl o 672-8857 Brandun Bivd. (Hwy. 60) \
orida, and Bloomingdal€ 1s no | == projects, will be published in a future edition of -Riverview High School-
e)_c(-:eptlon.As@e from the possi-| The Gazette (see the related STD story in this We are an award winning River Ridge Reserve & Bloomingdals Rd. \
bli_lty gf lo_wcrmg water costs, 1 issue). For more information, call the STD at 684- builder offering 4-Bedroom, Premie, walled community g \
think it will be a major conser- | 3§ 66067. 3 Bath homes with Bonus with bomes from the z Bristol Green|  Edglo
vation issue for Floridians.” P Room, 3-car Garage, large mid-$200s including A e War | R
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project for all of Bloomingdale. L available! e Welcome.

New signage would enhance the | By Mack Austin “

overall aesthetics and ‘curb We all witnessed the ominous power and

appeal’ of Bloomingdale. destructive potential of a hurricane when “Floyd”
stormed past the coast of Florida a few short
weeks ago. Now is the time for anyone with a
small business and especially a home business to
prepare for the worst. There is no time after the
storm approaches to start putting a business disas-

MAJIK TOUCH CLEANERS

Y',Ck! Verple, Somerse’r ter/emergency plan together. There is no time to B :p"“'b;eacth Bloomingdale Bloomingdale Brandon Brandon
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« 4 ! 7 S. : - - 653-4535
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Rav Tate, Chadd’s Ford how to properly handle these emergencies, espe- | With $5.00 Minimurn Dry Cleaning | | oVaﬁdDEIR O_VEOR $25.00 |
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ested in what the cost would | o p16vees and 1 have a list of key personnel to S s R

be to bring reclaimed water . i
- . call for emergency assistance? Do we have code i WEDDING GOWN . i
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would have to rethink it if : 2 ] Valid on Incoming Orders Only - Valid on Incoming Orders Only - |
Now is the time to plan and prepare. If you OFF No exceptions. Valid only with coupon. Not OFF  No exceptions. Valid only with couponi

i

{
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Bloomingdale Yard of the Mol

Sponsored by Southbern Lawn and Turf

By Paul Aimeida

The attractive, manicured yard of
Dave and Denise Dittfield of
Bloomingdale East caught our attention this month.
The Dittfield residence, 2212 Allwood Avenue in the
Somerset subdivision, is a perfect example of how a
little planning and attention to detail can result in a
beautiful landscape.

Dave admits to spending many hours each week
working on “his” yard. While most Bloomingdale gar-
deners have retreated indoors to air-conditioned
comfort by noon, Dave can often be found outside
trimming, planting and mowing in the midday heat.
He is obviously very meticulous and exacting when it
comes to yard work; note the almost disturbingly
straight mower lines he painstakingly carves into the
lawn!

An assortment of palms dots the front and side
yards of the corner home. Sabal, Queen and Christmas
palms are accompanied by neat, attractive groupings
of hibiscus, Indian Hawthorne and dwarf azaleas.
Dave’s most recent project, a beautiful bed of mums,

adds a burst of color. ;

A stone duck
serves as sentry
on the front
walk, dressed in
one of 17 differ-
ent costumes
Denise has col-
lected over the
years in her
hometown of '

Ohio.The Dittfield duck is currently decked out in a
fall harvest selection.“We have people come by the
house and comment they just wanted to see what the
duck was wearing,” Dave laughs.

We congratulate Dave and Denise (and the duck)
on being selected as our October Yard of the Month,
and thank them for helping to make Bloomingdale
beautiful.

Residents are invited to contact Paul Almeida at
661-2018 or e-mail LauraFrazier@prodigynet with
their nominations for the Yard of the Month feature.

J560 Mulching Mower

per month* |

6-hp walk behind
Stamped-steel deck
Fold-down handlebars

High-end mowers at low-end

(X85 Riding Mower

946

per month* AN

13-hp engine
Tight 14" turning radius
30" Cutting width

L7133 Lawn Tractor

951

per month*

13-hp engine
Tight 15" turning radius

In-ine shift 5 speed
transmission
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- “Town Hall” meeting

By MaICK AUSTIN 1 —

" group of eastern Hillsborough

g’)’ County residents presented their con-

=" cerns to the Hillsborough County
Board of County Commissioners at a recent Town
Hall meeting held in Brandon. Staff members from
county departments including Public Works, the
Planning Commission and Parks and Recreation
were present to field questions. The event was tel-
evised and residents were invited to phone in
their questions.

Residents in attendance expressed serious con-
cern over problems common throughout the
county including “uncontrolled” growth, traffic
congestion, flooding, truck routes, rezoning, new
construction and overcrowded schools. Many of
the questions posed required additional research
by county staff members and will be answered by

e Better, Cleaner, Faster
e Sewer & Drain Cleaning
e Ultrasonic Leak Detection
e Repipe Specialists

= All Plumbing Repairs

We Charge By Guaranteed
The Job... e Same Day Water Heater
Not The Hour! Repair/Replacement
(You know the price = High Pressure Sewer
before we start)* Jetting/Video Taping

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE!

Grable

P lumbing Co. By, .
: ' . e e HouR
* A minimum Diagnostc Feo Applios f< %ﬁ: . ,| “ —
BL“OM“‘GDALE — Q.' manfn TN | Mmrmi! >

685-3636

[ a4

mail, along with those inquires received by tele-
phone.

Officials were able to provide some immediate
answers: Question: “Why doesn’t Brandon have
cleaner streets?” Answer, “Four street sweepers
have been purchased to improve the appearance
of the streets.” Question: “What is being done to
improve Fire and Law Enforcement?” Answer, “Both
the Fire and Sheriff’s Department have been fund-
ed for additional personnel.”

It has been quite some time since a meeting was
held to cover the issues of concern specifically to
the residents of Bloomingdale. Attempts to sched-
ule a meeting at Bloomingdale area schools proved
unsuccessful due to school scheduling conflicts,
but Bloomingdale residents will have an opportu-
nity to voice their concerns. Plans are in the works
to hold a Town Hall meeting in the Bloomingdale
area. These meetings provide an important oppor-
tunity for residents to work directly with our
County Commissioners on improving our commu-
nity and our quality of life. Details will be
announced as they become available.

Y e e e e =

EMERGENCY PLUMBING REPAIRS

==
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5
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=
[©]1995]IMAGE[ONE]

i o oA E @ aa @
/ STATE CEATIFIED PLUMBING
CONTRACTOR lﬁF: ““:I‘j

LICENSED, BONDED & INSUR|
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Bloomingdale Community

Cease Fire 99 0 Al
Substation Notes Special thanks to the volunteers who assisted in collecting

the guns turned in at the Cease Fire 99 program, and to the
By Deputy Pete Maurer many residents who took the time and effort to turn in

weapons. Each weapon turned in represents one that is no
longer a danger to innocent children or others.

Increased Traffic Enforcement

Natures Way and other main roads in the
Bloomingdale Community frequently resemble speedways.
Calls and letters to our Substation and County
Commissioner Ronda Storms have resulted in increased
speeding enforcement by Deputies in the Bloomingdale
Community. Two motorcycle officers are concentrating on
the Bloomingdale High School and Natures Way areas.

Mailbox Destruction

Federal Post Office officials have confirmed that anyone
destroying a mailbox will face a fine of $1000 and up to
three years in prison.This is a federal offence.

STOP for School Busses
on Bloomingdale Avenue

Traffic on Bloomingdale Avenue can get very congest-
ed, especially when you come upon a school bus.
Even though Bloomingdale is a four-lane road, it
does not have “islands” dividing the traffic flow. It is
therefore essential (and required by our traffic laws) that
cars driving in BOTH directions stop when a school bus
stops. Plan ahead for these delays. Drive with care when
approaching a school bus. Be especially careful after the bus
pulls away and the children disperse. Anyone observing
motorists illegally passing school busses can call 1-888-786-
7454 to report these dangerous drivers.

School Crosswalk Removed

Thanks to coordination and cooperation between
Hillsborough County School Safety representative Ann
Anderson and County Public Works representatives, a danger-
ous crosswalk located just west of Alafia Elementary School
has been removed.The crosswalk was installed when the
school was built but has been unmanned for several years.

The Bloomingdale Community Substation works with the
Bloomingdale Area Community Council to address issues
of importance to our residents such as traffic problems,
environmental protection, bome security and crime preven-
tion. Residents are encouraged to contact Deputy Maurer at

A doctor’s eyes are
very important

I had concerns about the LASIK procedure because my
eyes are my livelihood. Then I met Dr. Shriver.”

- Rudy Liddell, DDS
Brandon Dental Care

~

Come to our FREE SEMINAR

A;tencl a free seminar on Lasik and separate the facts
rom the hype. Meet Dr. Peter Shiver and discover
what LASIK can do for you.

When:  Thursday October 14, at 6:30pm
Where: Brandon Eye Associates
1463 Oalifield Suite 113

Dr. Peter Shriver
o The Doctors LASIK Choice

()
!

BRANDAN EYE
ASSOCIATES

visx

FHE FOWER TO SEES

Call today seating is limited ~ (813)684-2211
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e Substation to express any concerns they may bave
issues they would like to see addvressed in this col-
umn. The Substation is located in the Village Center
Plaza at the corner of Bell Shoals Road and Glenbaven.
Hours of operation are 8:00 am - 5:00 pm weekdays,
phone 635-8040.

Speed Monitor Project Fund Drive

Progress continues with the
fund drive to purchase a speed
monitor to be used by
Deputies patrolling the
Bloomingdale community. A
total of $3,000 is needed to
purchase the equipment; con- {
tributions currently total
$1,700.Anyone interested in
contributing to this project can
send donations to:

C.B. Richard Ellis
Attn:Tom Karpenske
201 East Kennedy Blvd.

Suite 1121, Tampa, FL 33602
Checks should be made out to S8
“Mailboxes, Etc., EB.O. Radar
Display.”

1 Week FREE Trial
Membership

Must be 18 years or older. Introductory offer.
May apply to initiation.
First and last montbs dues required,

ERINL A

m A Culligane
water filter
gets rid of
unpleasant
odors for
good.

Golfers Club

*Open to the public

*Highly rated golf course

*Fully stocked golf shop

*Best lunch in Brandon at the Legends Girill
*Memberships available '

B Your water will
taste fresh
and delicious.

B Removes
white spots
and chlorine

odor.
/"~ Renta Culligan ~ G 655-G 0 L F
EAS Watgr Svs:;m ll" W 4113 Great Golfers Place, Valrico, FL
{ Lo 3 e Mans F e FEE INCLUDES ONE CART ™" 25

Good for up to a Foursome!

_________________

-
I I

I I

: I

| I
: Monday - Call 855-GOLF :

q d Brandon I Friday and to Book Your

| | Saturday & Reservation up :
I Sunday to Six Days in 1

g The water expertsm 759-6060 | Afternoons Advance |
1998 Culligan International Co. : I

Nce Culligan Dealers are independently operated, offers and promotions may vary. : $25 $25 :

)

A —
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Ihom Snelling, Bloomingdale
Special Taxing District President

By Laura Frozier, Editor  mu———

Meet Thom Snelling, President of the Bloomingdale
Special Taxing District. Tom and his family relocated from
Fort Myers to Bloomingdale West in 1994. He has served
on the STD Board of Trustees for the past 4 years and
accepted the position of STD President in November of
1998.Thom is enthusiastic about the future of our com-
munity. We asked him to share his personal viewpoints
and the slated priori-
ties and plans of the
STD with the resi-
dents of our
community.

Q: How did you get
involved with the
STD?

A
(laughing)...”Shortly
after relocating to
Bloomingdale, I
received a note from
the Bloomingdale
Homeowners
Association inform-
ing me that my trash
cans, which were
stowed on the side
of our house, needed to be stored “in a
closed environment. I stopped by the next BHA meeting
with questions about deed restrictions. I work with a
number of community associations in my position with
the City of Tampa (as Manager of Land Development
Coordination since 1992) and the Bloomingdale groups
peaked my interest. I attended an STD meeting shortly
thereafter and was pleasantly surprised to find a few
friends and neighbors at the meeting who encouraged
me to come on board.The rest, as they say, is history”

Q:What has been your biggest challenge in your first year
as President of the STD?

A:“The first order of business was to get comfortable
with the position, assuming the management position and
making day to day decisions. The process has been more
time consuming than I had imagined but we seem to be
running pretty smoothly now.Another immediate priority
has been to maintain an active and participating board; I
believe we have that now. In January of this year we
opened our community office. It has been a great advan-
tage to have a professional home base for our community
and the BHA, STD and The Bloomingdale Gazette”

SID President Thom Snelling

Q:The County is expected to approve the proposed S
budget of $419,518.1s the $80 annual assessment ade-
quate to cover the general maintenance and projects
planned for this year?”
A*We are well funded to provide the everyday mainte-
nance of our common areas which includes the repair,
maintenance and painting of our perimeter walls, mow-
ing the 12 miles of grass and landscaping in our common
areas, installation and maintenance of our irrigation sys-
tems and the maintenance and installation of landscaping,
trees and sod in our common areas. We have set the
wheels in motion to bring reclaimed water into
Bloomingdale.The STD is also in a good position to take
on some major beau-
tification projects
this fiscal year. We are
in the process of
) implementing a 5-
year plan outlining
and prioritizing sev-
] cral proposed
1 projects.As new
communities open
all around us, touting
all the latest bells and
whistles, it becomes
increasingly impor-¢,
tant for us to L
maintain
Bloomingdale’s status
N as an upscale, great
& place to live. We must
continue to maintain
and improve our common areas. Plans are in
the works to update our major entryways and minor (sub-
division) entryways with new signage and landscaping.
We are exploring the possibility of installing fountains
and decorative, wrought iron fencing around some of our
larger ponds.These are just a few examples of how we
can, and must, maintain Bloomingdale’s long-standing rep-
utation as a premier community.

Q:What is the largest general maintenance expense the
STD incurs?

A:“$40,000 of our STD dollars are spent on painting the
perimeter walls to combat damage, the elements and van-
dalism. Graffiti is a pet peeve of mine. In fact, I keep a
couple cans of white spray paint in my car at all times!
This is a quick fix until I can get hold of Al”

Q:Who is Al?
A:“Al Devney, our property manager. Mr. Devney is the
“‘Groundskeeper of Bloomingdale” in the noblest sense. . .

He manages and coordinates the (20 to 25) contractorsb'.

and subcontractors a month working in Bloomingdale,
from painting companies to landscapers and extermina-
tors. Since the members of the STD are volunteers with

October 1999
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Mull time jobs, we depend on Al to hold down the fort. He
" Jeports any items requiring attention, oversees the jobs,
inspects the work done and signs off on the work orders.”

Q:Is Al the guy in the little green truck we see picking up
litter every Monday?”

A:“That’s Al.And litter retrieval is not in his job descrip-
tion! Al started cleaning up Bloomingdale on his own
time, in addition to the full time responsibilities of his job.
It is not unusual for him to pick up 30 bags of trash each
month. We are thrilled with the job he does”

Q:What can we as residents of Bloomingdale do to help
protect our property values and improve our community?
A:“We encourage all residents to become involved. The
monthly STD meetings are open to the public. If residents
cannot attend the meetings, we urge them to contact us
in writing or by phone to share their concerns and hopes
for our community”

Note: The Bloomingdale Special Taxing District’s 5-Year
Plan will be published in a future edition of The
Bloomingdale Gazette. The STD meets on the second
Monday of each month at 7.00 pm at our community
office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road, and can be reached at
684-6667.

0

J
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Housebold tips from
Tim the Toolman

Does your
screen door
slam shut or
close too slow-
ly? On the end
of the air cylin-
der attached to
the door you
will find a
Cross-point or
phillips screw.
Turn the screw

THE TOOLMAN
N REPAIRS

891328

Tim Lovejoy, owner of “Tim the
Toolman Home Repairs, Inc.” bas lived
counter clock- in Bloomingdale for over 15 years. He
wise and the can be reached at 689-1856.

door should close faster. Turning the screw clock-
wise will help the door close slower. It will take a
few tries to get it adjusted properly. While you’re
at it, a little WD-40 or silicon spray will help the
latch work better.

a lawyer, so should you.

Accidents * Defective Products * Malpractice

653-2500

Personal Injury
& Wrongful Death

The insurance company has

No Charge for Initial Consultation on Injury Cases

LaViva Professional Center ¢ 750 W. Lumsden, Brandon

| Curry & Associates, PA.

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely on advertisements.
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience,

A Full Service Law Firm
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*|SCARLEY
HIIHIV, (i‘..E O'HAI RA’S
BLOOMINGDALE’S BEST HAIR SALON
Beat the Holiday Rush!

Let your bad hair days be
“Gone with the Wind”
at Scarlet O’Haira’s Salon.

e Custom highlights and colors

e Expert perms

¢ The latest cuts and styles

* Now in -- Fall nail colors by the O.P1
Hollywood Collection

Hours: Tuesday 9:00am - 4:00pm
Wednesday/Thursday 9:00am - 8:00pm

Friday/Saturday 9:00am - 6:00pm

681-2060

3507 Bell Shoals Road * Bloomingdale Center |

PROVIDING QUALITY BEAUTY CARE TO BLOOMINGDALE

Commiittee of 99 Update

COSMETIC & RESTORATIVE

Demntistry

Diane Wright, D.M.D.

Tooth Whitening e Porcelain Veneers
Cosmetic Bonding ¢ Crown & Bridge
Routine Dental Care

All performed in a safe,
comforiable, gentle setting

12 Month Interest Free Financing Available

" (813) 653-1455

1202 Millennium Parkway ¢ Brandon, Florida

By Mack Austin  m—————

The Committee of 99 is a special task force creat-
ed by the Hillsborough County Board of
Commissioners to give citizens an opportunity to
help frame and study transportation and funding
issues. The committee is now entering its last
month of research and reviews.Three final meetings
will be held for the committee to review
Hillsborough County residents’ inputs and to make
their recommendations to the BOCC as to which
transportation programs and projects are priorities
and how the issues should be presented to the pub- |
lic for vote.

Committee meetings began in July of this year.

The amount of information available and the num-
ber of sources was staggering. But well organized
meetings, straightforward questions and hours of
research to provide answers allowed committee
members to dive head first into this very complex
issue. Four public meetings were held in Septcmbe("“f
one in each of the Senatorial Districts. Many "

Affordable Cuts
for the Whole Family

Walk-in or by appointment
Cuts, perms and colors
4 experienced hair stylists

Customer Service is Our Specialty

g% Welly 4E

Damily FHacn Care

685-3361

Hours: 9:00am - 6:00pm (Tues., Wed., & Fri.) ‘
9:00am - 7:00pm ( Thurs.) :
8:00am to 3:00pm (Sat.)

3634 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.
(Next to the Farm Stores in Erindale Plaza)
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‘Mformed, con-
~werned residents
voiced their opin-
ions on how to
solve the trans-
portation and
funding issues
faced by
Hillsborough
County.

The Board of
County
Commissioners will consider the committee’s rec-
ommendations and make their decisions. Whatever
the outcome, this procedure proved one very
important point. In order to improve our communi-
ty and our quality of life, it takes a cooperative
effort between the residents of Hillsborough
County and our County Commissioners and their
staff. The most important effort left is for the resi-
dents of Hillsborough County to “get out and vote”
on this and other issues that affect the future of our

Oommunity.

Eordnformation

Brandon’s
24-Hour
Plumber

Chris’s Professionals
Specialize in Repairs!

Drain Cleaning ® Sewer Installation ¢ Leak Detection
Repipes ® Lift Stations ® Water Heaters * Toilets
Disposals ® Remodeling * Faucets

623-6830
671-3993

Brandon’s Hotline
License #CFC037168
Bonded ¢ Insured ¢ Licensed
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Stephen A. Briggs

Being in good hands is the only place to be.™

©1998 Allstate Insurance Company, Allstate Indemnity Company, Northbrook, lllinois.
Subject to availability and qualifications.
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Bloomingdale Senior High
School News

By Kathy Steed, PTSA Cornimittee Chairperson e

SA “Safe School Community” Program

On Thursday, October 21 our PTSA
will host a special program entitled
“Providing a Safer School Community.” Education,
law enforcement and community services represen-
tatives will be available to present information on
measures we can all take to provide a safer school
environment. The meeting will be held in the school
auditorium from 7:30 until 8:30. Special booths with
related information for parents and students will be
open from 6:30 until 7:30.This timely presentation
will cover many issues of importance to everyone.
Spread the word and plan to attend.

PTSA Committee News

A special “welcome” to the following new mem-
bers of the BSHS PTSA committee for the 1999-2000
School Year: Judy Rice - Hospitality, Ellen Gates -
Health, Safety, Charnell Williams - Treasurer, Jo Fickes
- Scholarships/Awards, and Tamara Volpi-Zanoni - 2nd
VP, Membership.

BSHS Girl's Cross Country Team begins their new season.
Photo by Mack Austin

student at BSHS to become a part of this very spe-
cial program. Please call Kathy Steed at 744-8018,
extension 563.

Magazines are always needed for the program and
can be dropped off at the Bloomingdale
Community Substation in the Village Center (cor-
ner of Bell Shoals and Glenhaven) or the Brandon .
YMCA.

A special “thanks” to the following returning mem- _

bers for their hard work last year and their
continued interest this year:Ted Grable - Ways and
Means, Linda Applegate - Recording Secretary, Sara

Ragun’ Bull Band
seeks sponsors

Davis - BSHS Assistant Principal, Kathy Steed -
Volunteers, and Lee Mayer - Corresponding
Secretary.

The following positions are currently open for par-
ents and students interested in taking an active part
in making ours a great school: 1st Vice President -
Programs (coordinates special meetings, commit-
tees, seminars, College Night), Student Liason (BHS
student), Public Relations (coordinates publicity),
Legislation (monitors laws affecting education) and
Newsletter Editor.To become an active part of our
Parent-Teacher-Student Association and make a posi-
tive difference, please call the PTSA voice mail at
744-8018, extension 563.

Reading Tutor Program

The Reading Tutor program has been extended to
assist students taking classes at BSHS in the evening.
Additional volunteers are needed to help students
improve their reading skills. Assistance is primarily
listening and caring given in one-hour sessions. All

Bloomingdale Senior High School’s Rajun’ Bulls,
Hillsborough County’s largest band, is seeking
sponsors to help support its 1999 - 2000 music
program. Sponsorship contributions
will help with the funding of music
scholarships, repair and replace-
ment of antiquated instruments,
uniforms, transportation, etc. Four lev-
els of sponsorship ($25 Bronze, $50
Silver, $75 Gold, $100 Benefactor) feature
various sponsor benefits including business
listings in concert programs.

If you would like to sponsor The Rajun’ Bull
Band, please mail your check made payable to
“Bloomingdale Band Boosters” to Bloomingdale
Senior High School, 1700 East Bloomingdale
Avenue, Valrico, FL 33594, Attention: Band Boosters.
Formore information, please call Band Booster

President Lisa Rodriguez at 685-5472. \ '

volunteers are welcome; you need not have a
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KEifty-one Acres

. AT

The future of fifty-one acres on Bloomingdale
Avenue adjacent to Bloomingdale Senior High
School has yet to be decided. Can you envision a
new community library and park complete with
walking trails and picnic facilities? Developers
continue to eye the site as a potential retail/shop-
ping center.To date, rezoning requests have been
denied, but more are sure to follow. Let our
County Commissioner know what you would like
to see next to our High School. Write to County
Commission Ronda Storms at Hillsborough
£ounty Center, 2nd Floor, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd.,
._mpa, FL 33602 or phone 272-5660. Photo by
Mack Austin. @
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Bloomingdale’s Campo Family
YMCA Update

IBHA web site up and running
BHA Web Site: www.CyberRails.com/BHA/
BHA E-Mail: BHA@CyberRails.com

Phone: (813) 681-2051

Bloomingdale residents are now able to access
information about deed restrictions and county
codes, the Bloomingdale Mobile Watch, BHA
membership and other related information
through the Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association’s new web site.

Residents are invited to visit the web site to
access up to date community information, com-
municate via e-mail with the BHA and register to
receive free e-mail updates about important
issues affecting our community, We are continual-
ly adding new information to the site and hope
to soon provide all deed restrictions available and

“chives of past Bloomingdale Gazette articles.As

“uways, we welcome your comments and
lsuggcstions. ®

By Mack Austin
Membership

YMCA personnel have received several calls about
membership opportunities at Bloomingdale’s
Campo Family YMCA, currently under construc-
tion at the corner of Bloomingdale Avenue and
Culbreath Road. A formal membership drive will
be held as the construction progresses. Final
stages of construction are expected to commence
in the fall of 2000.YMCA Memberships are trans-
ferable. Current or new members of other YMCA
facilities (including Brandon YMCA) can request a
membership transfer to the new YMCA. For more
information, call the YMCA at 685-5402.

YMCA Benefit Event

The annual Bloomingdale “Run and One Mile Fun
Walk” to benefit area YMCA facilities will be held
on Saturday, October 2, 1999 at Alafia Elementary
School. Registration is at 7:00 am, the event begins
at 8:00 am.The YMCA invites Bloomingdale resi-
dents to get a group together and come out for
this fun event. For more information, call the
YMCA at 685-5402.

BHA establisbes “Schools &
Education Committee”

By Ted Grable, Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association President

As residents of Bloomingdale, we are extremely
fortunate to have our children attending outstand-
ing schools. Committed administrators and
teachers deserve much of the credit, but there is
no doubt that parental involvement is key to the
success of our schools and our children.

It is important that we become involved in our
children’s education by supporting and becoming
active in our school’s PTA or PTSA.The
Bloomingdale Homeowners Association is pre-
pared to help. Last year the BHA granted $1,000
to support the charter year activities of
Bloomingdale Senior High School’s PTSA under
the leadership of Diane Mosley.

The BHA is establishing a2 new “Schools &
Education Committee” to work in cooperation
with our schools on critical issues such as school
boundaries, crowded classrooms and proposed
block scheduling. Bloomingdale residents interest-
ed in participating on this committee are invited
to call our voice mail at 681-2051 or e-mail
BHA@CyberRails.com.

%
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HELP WANTED

VET PRACTICE MANAGER

Busy veterinarian hospital needs experienced, full time
office manager. Bloomingdale area. Salary commensurate
with experience. Continuing education

and health benefits. 654-6222.

DISCOVERY TOYS needs consultants in this area! Raise
your income while raising your family! Call for more info--
Heidi 684-9470.

NUTRITION S'MART SEEKING janitorial, grocery, vitamin
and cashier dept. associates. Great benefits. Call Debbie
or Maria at 908-9500. EOE/DFWP.

ARE YOU HAPPY WITH YOUR CURRENT JOB? IF NOT,
call us. NATIONS STAFFING.

(813) 889-9675. Warehouse, clerical, welders, electri-
cians, drivers. Serving all of Hillsborough County.

HELP WANTED BOOKKEEPER. Client write-up, payroll
and income taxes. Computer

skills required. Carrollwood CPA firm. (813) 969-1995.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEW VILLAS, low maintenance, single story living. 2 & 3
bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage. Gated with community
pool. Starting at $116,390. Call John Gottfried at Centex
Homes at (813) 908-0500.

STAY INDEPENDENT! We heip with errands, communica-
tions, chores, security, legalities, home sitting,
arrangements, budgeting, problems and MORE. SC/AID
(Since 1961). (813) 971-2027.

FOR SALE

KENMORE WASHER DRYER. Heavy duty. Extra large.
Only 1 year old. New $700. Asking $400. (813) 651-5678.
MCD'S INSP. GADGET chest, right arm, left leg. $2 each.
Will trade for watch/belt piece needed. 684-3756.
DENTAL

DENTAL PLAN, $9.00 per month/individual; $15.00 per
month for entire household; includes FREE National
Vision Care & Medical Prescription Card! No age limit!
(813) 655-3302.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

LEARN THE INS AND OUTS OF HOME BASED busi-
ness. This is what you need to achieve your goals! Free
information. Send SASE to Del Mar Marketing Co., Dept.
N, 203 Larson Ave., Brandon, FL 33510-3410.
MISCELLANEOUS

CHECK OUT/LOCATE PEOPLE who Owe You
Money/Child Support, etc. Also Credit/Criminal Screening
for Landlords and Employers. Call 1-877-252-5255.

If you think crime doesn,t affect you let us give you the
facts! FACT Floridians Against Crime Taskforce P.O. Box
9235 Glenwood, FL 32722 (904) 740-7665 Fax (904)
740-8330.

ORLANDO VACATION HOTEL RESORT New Property
2BD/2BA Suite, Jacuzzi, Fully Furnished, All Amenities
Across from Universal Studios $79.99 Per Night.
Continental Breakfast Included. 5 Star Guest Services
407-226-1099. All Attraction Tickets Available.

HOMES FOR SALE

VALRICO HOME 3/2/2 car garage. All appliances stay.
Five ceiling fans. Fenced backyard. Tile and water soften-
er. Asking 84,500. (813) 643-2359.
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Mail, Fax or E-mail Your Classified
Ad Order — 3 Lines for $7

{ GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS
i

At Your Business and services for

Service

ssssnseee

vour home and office.

Reach your best prospects at Home & Office
Call Arlene Jacobs for more information: (813) 964-1919

T T T T N T Y R

AUTOS LAWN SERVICES PLUMBING SERVICES

Are you baving problems
buying a car? Here at BC
Family we can belp. Just
call our confidential credit
botline (toll Free) at

1-877-713-7433

BC Family
Pre-Owned Centers

329 E. Brandon Blvd.

662-5555

* Licensed & Insured
¢ Landscaping Design
e Lawn Maintenance

Keith Bosbler

(813) 671-4860

EEssnsns

Grable

Plumbing Co.

4@ ABFASTSERVICE

685-3636

¢ All Plumbing Repairs

¢ 24 hour service

We Charge by the Job
Not the Hour!

$15 off Any Service Call

with this ad

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY PAINTING

POOL SERVICES

X—SOO‘PA.RTY SH(ﬂ s
AREN STEVENS

Independent Consultant
o ID #2372
N 2816 Land O’ Lakes |
Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639
813-909-0919
Se-miil:CelebrateNow@aol.cor
For a pre-recorded overview of &r
business apportunity,
call 1-941-655-9494 then

Tom Hayden
Painting and
ressure Washing

Let us color your world!
® Residential & Commercial
® Free Estimates

Phone: (813) 654-1313
Fax: (813) 653-2491

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
License Numbers:

Pool Deck Restoration
Driveways, Patios & More.
= Acrylic —
Coatings
o Any Golor
* No Fading

« Many
Designs

Bosmeny & Associates, Inc.

Any occasion:
« Business
* Travel
¢ Fun
» Conversational
* Basics
* & More.

Reasonable rate.
Your home or mine.
Grace Vaello b
(813) 960-7415 | [}

He i L X R 813-914-0124
LANGUAGE SERVICES PLUMBING SERVICES A ]

Stress-freq Chris’s dvertlse
Spoken Spanish. Plumbing Here

Service, Inc.
* Residential & Commercial
e Industrial
Drain Cleaning - Leak
Detection - Faucet Repair
Disposals - Water Heaters

623-6830
671-3993

License#CFC037168

Bonded ¢ Insured ¢ Licensed

CLASSIFIED POLICIES: We sirive fo help.
Comimunity News reserves e st 1o relect, edil or reclassify any sdvertie
ot Ploaee check your 2 fior acouracy on first insertion. We imake every
]| effort o be accurate. Community News is responsible for failure to publish
1 an ad or for trors besyond W cost of the find insersion. Al claims for sdjost-
ments must bie adddreseed within 30 tlays of puddication. The Comemanity
T News takes care in e s accrpied:; we doo nod imastigte eveey od sitwrit-
1 led
RATES/PAYMENTS: 3 Lines for $7.
Clawndfiocks e soled by the line, 3 Fises for $7. Additicnal lines are $2 each,
Al acks must be pradd in adwance; Credil is not eagendid to non-contract
]| adventisers. The Community News accepts checks, money ordevs and cash
1 orders pald in person. Visa and MasterCard welcome.

DISCOUNTS: You may qualify.

MAIL INJFAXE-MAIL ORDER

Call Arlene

964-1919

Mail: Community News; PO Box 271880; Tampa, FL. 33688

Fax: 813-963-5876

E-mail: communitynews@ibisnet.nel

Questions: 813-964-1919, Monday-Friday 9 a.m.—5 p.m.
Visit: 11406 N. Dale Mabry Hwy., Suite F, Tampa.

You or your business may qualify for special discount plans based an size or
frequency. Categories include: small business; real eslate; Iransportation;
service direclory; recruiling and olhers, Please call for more informalion
AUDIENCE/DISTRIBUTION: 51,000 {

Community News Classifieds are published in all editions, with a combined
reach of 51,000 select homes and businesses in S‘jﬁollwood, Norihdale,
Cheval, Villa Rosa, Brandon, Valrico and Riverview.

FREE ADS: Bargains under $100.

Individuals and privale parties may run a 15 word ad free of charge for bar-

NAME

ADDRESS _

CITY

ZIp

gains under $100 Price must appear in ad, Nol available to busi Free
ads must be submitted in wriling, by fax or by e-mail each month, One ad
per person per month, on a space available basis

DAYTIME PHONE

L L L L L
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Serving Our Community for 12 yrs J7'
1999
1987 Big or Small, We Ship It All €———
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MAIL BOXESETC’

* 813 East Bloomingdale — Bloomingdale & Bell Shoals
* 235 West Brandon Blvd. — next to Home Shopping Outlet

APPLE %% e

, The Apple Non-Pressure
| Cloaning System

* Make home sell faster.
* Increase property value.
* Satisfaction guaranteed.

(813)655-8777

Tom Anderson, C.S.P.

(
“Together - Your Dream, Our Experience”
813-684-8040 (Model)
813-654-3969 (Fax)

Model Office: 2206 Golf Manor Blvd., Valrico, Florida 33594

Notary OPEN SUNDAY: 12-4pm
P74 Service 689'4998 M-F 8-7, SAT 9-5
CRC039350 CRC039350

Tom Thurman, C.S.P.

“Together - Your Dream, Our Experience”

813-661-9896 (Model)
813-651-6685 (Pager)

Business Office: 4407 Merrick Run Lane, Valrico, Florida 33594

Lic.# RA0043019

¢ 24 Hour Emergency Service
* Locally Owned & Operated
¢ Service on All Brands

Direct
air conditioning & heating [

1022 Brandon Blvd. W. |
Brandon, FL 33511

(813) 655-7272

r
I

AJC Maintenance Inspection;

P—

A Quick Draw Solution to Your A/C Problems —

We Accept:

$3995
All AIC Manufacturers
Expires 10/30/99

Recommended once a year
No &rvice_Charse with Repairs
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LOMINGDALE’S OWN
OP STAR!

~

RUSSELL

Five-Stixr Service

889 E. BLOOMINGDALE AVENUE  [PS TSPy
BRANDON, FLORIDA 33511 BANKER O

HESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE. INC.
Iiependently Qwned and Operaled by MAT bncoiporaed

LUANA S % IMPECCABLE, INCREDIBLE SERVICE
“¢ PROFESSIONAL DEMEANOR WITH WARMTH AND FRIENDLINESS

FI g ; E S I AR ¢ SERIOUS PREPARATION FOLLOWED BY A FUN PRESENTATION
==
v¢ BEST POSSIBLE VALUE FOR YOUR HOME
E I ¥t TOTALLY INTEGRATED BUYING OR SELLING EXPERIENCE

**RESERVED**
3803 BLACKWOOD PLACE 3827 COLD CREEK DRIVE
“WINDSOR WOODS” OF “WINDSOR WOODS” OF
BLOOMINGDALE BLOOMINGDALE “RESERVED
$149,900 $149,900 FOR
FOUR BEDROOMS, 3 BATHS, FOUR BEDROOMS, 2 BATHS, YOUR HOME”
2,319 SQ. FT., CUSTOM “SCHMIDT” 2,215 SQUARE FEET, LENNAR’S

BUILT, PEACEFUL CUL-DE-SAC “OXFORD” FLOOR PLAN

REACH FORTHE FIVE-STARS ADVANTAGE! CALL LLUANA!

662-1610 or 685-8545

Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage
PAID
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