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FEATURE STORY

Elizabeth Welcome is a member of the Silver
Sneakers exercise group at the Campo Famlly
YMCA in Bloomingdale. ;

Bloomingdale newcom-
er Elizabeth Welcome
inspires Dawn Zamanis
to checkoutthe
YMCA'’s Silver Sneakers
program for seniors.’
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TAXES

Bloomingdale
residents who voted
in the Sept. 5 Primary
Election narrowly
approved a $30 annual

assessment increase = . -

for all homes in the

Bloomingdale Special ¢

Taxing District area.
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Homeowners Association’s 2006
Membershlp Drive Under Way

BHA AREA INCLUDES
5117 HOMES

A Gazette Report
The Bloomingdale Homeownets
Association’ Inc., in mid-September,
launched its 2006 Annual Membership
Drive. More than 5,000 letters asking
residents to join and support the asso-
ciation were mailed to all homes in
Bloomingdale East, Bloomingdale
West and Bloomingdale Oaks. Hickory
Creek, Dogwood Hills, Hickory Ridge
and Butler Road — neighboting areas
whose residents routinely support and
participate in BHA activities and pro-
grams — ate also included in the asso-

ciation’s membership area.
The BHA, a non-proﬁt, all-volun-
teer otganization, is the only home-

owners association representing the:

ntite Bloornmgdale community.

— Annual membership dues are $25
per residence.

A handful of neighborhood sections
within Bloommgdale are represented.
by smaller, individual homeowner asso-
ciations. The Bloomingdale Homnie-

owners Association is a unifying, -

umbrella organization which setrves

community:
- The principal objectives of the BHA
-arer
* To promote a spitit of neighborly
relations and cooperation among the
community’s residents and property
owners. '
* To promote, toordiﬁéte and obtain
improved utlities, governmental setv-

ices and oth‘c_l_: ben'c__ﬁcml improvements
for the community.

* To maintain high standards in the
community and vigorously oppose any
encroachment ot conduct of any kind
which may tend to lower the standards
of the community.

* To promote physical improve-

- ments to the community for the com-
‘mon good of its property owners and

homeowners. i all 40 sections of the - residents, and to oppose any act which

may tend to depreciate the property

“values in the community.

Programs and activities of the BHA
are:

Neighborhood Improvement Pro-
gram: BHA volunteers continually
strive to promote and enforce compli-
ance with each sectiori’s deed restric-

See BHA, Page 19

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Residents
(leaned Up At
Sept. 9 BHA Event

BHA board members,
parks department em-
ployees and neighbor-
hood volunteers greeted
participants, directed
traffic and helped resi-
dents unload their cars
at the BHA's Community
Cleanup Day Sept. 9. See
story and more pictures
on page 4.

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS . PAGE 3

Boyette Springs Wants To Divert Funds
Earmarked For Bloomingdale Roads

BHA: BELL SHOALS MUST BE IMPROVED

N G D AL E G A ZETTE. . C
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REALTY OF FLORIDA
Office: (813) 685-0111 or 310-0226

1540 Bloomingdale, Valrico, Florida 33594 # (Next Door to Bloomingdale High Schoolj |

RIVER HILLS

4BR/3BA with three-

car garage, den plus |
pool w/spa! 2800 sq. ft.

i COUNTRY LIVING
8 5BR/3BA + master retreat.
This 2280 sq. ft. pool
home sits on a very
serene 1.25 acre site.

$349,900.
$170,000. Debble Edvards
Call Rhonda Lewis . 310—0226
433-4319

S PRICED TO SELL
Stone Elevation 4BR/
5BA/4CG, 4320 sq. ft.

Bonus room, den.

/ Conservation, gated.

VILLA
3BR/2BA with
two-car garage.
Gorgeous and
better-than-new!

$695,000. $264,900.
7 Call Debbie Edwards Call Tom Jones
/- 310-0226 - 784-4337
GRAND 2 STORY! e SELLER WILL BUY
6BR/3BA/3CG e DOWN INTEREST RATE!
stately home. Seller will ATHd \| P 3BR/2BA/1CG, Newer

roof & AC, Pergo &
tile flooring, 20°x10’
screened patio.

pay up to $10,000 in
closing costs.

$369,000: 209,000
625-1261 310-0226
EXTRAORDINARY © ©  SELLER WILL BUY

. DOWN INTEREST RATE!
Stone front, 4BR/3BA/
3CG. Upgrades galore,

incl 42” cherry cabinets.

$368,000.
Call Susan Nemitz
625-1261

¢9°V ” :

BLOOMINGDAFESGE I8 VAERIC Oy
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HOME! MUST SEE!
) 4BR/3BA, three-car

~ = garage. Den + bonus rm,
2700+ sq. ft. Community
pool, tennis, basketball.

$399,900.
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Caicedo

Realtor®
TomJones Debbie Edwards Dan Edwards Susan Nemiiz Rhonda Lewis (813) 220-8927
Realtor® Realtor® Realtor® Realtor® Realtor® Hablo Espafiol

(813) 784-4337 (813) 310-0226 (813) 310-1982 (813) 625-1261 (813) 433-4319

Your Real Estate Consultants— For Life!

Servicio en su propio idioma

Peoples Home Equity, Inc T
| (-2 FHA * Conventio
(813) 490-2595 Y e 2
| 1542 Bloomingdale Avenue  Valrico, Florida 33594 | e oy " rastee ?'f‘i""‘ﬁﬂ b
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Boyette Springs Wants To Divert Funds Earmarked For Bloomingdale Roads

- BHA: BELL SHOALS
MUST BE IMPROVED

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

- Pulte Hotnes, as part of its Lake
Hutto development agreement with
Hillsborough County, has offered to
fund the four-lane widening of Bell
Shoals Road (from Boyette Road to
Bloomingdale Avenue) and Lithia-
Pinecrest Road (from Bloomingdale to
Adelaide Avenue).

However, in its review of Pulte’s pro-
posal, the Board of County Commis-
sioners has taken a detout. The com-
mission is consideting a request by the
Boyette Springs Homeowners Associa-
tion to divert funds Pulte offered up for
Bell Shoals Road to instead pay for the
six-laning of Boyette Road.

Boyette is currently undergoing a

$10.5 million county-funded, fout-lane
improvement project set for comple-

" tion in 2007.,

The Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association board of directors objects

- to the diversion of any funds earmarked

for improvements to Bell Shoals and
Lithia-Pinecrest Road. Most notably,
board mémbers said last week: there are
no county funds or any other options
available in the foreseeable future to
widen congested, two-lane, u.rn.mproved
Bell Shoals.

Pulte ‘wants to construct its Lake
Hutto project, with 3,110 single-family
homes, condos and duplexes plus com-
mercial and office space, on a 710-acre
parcel at the south¢ast corner of the
Bell Shoals Road/Boyette Road intet-
section. The land is currently zoned for
agticultural and lower-density residen-
tial development.

In a recent letter to county commis-
sioners, BHA president Ted Grable
wrote, “It is our understanding that if
(improvements to Bell Shoals and
Lithia-Pinecrest roads) were to be fund-
ed by the county, the costs would exceed
$200 million.”

If Bell Shoals and Lithia-Pinecrest
are not paid for by one large developer
with a project of major impact to the

area, BHA board members said, the
opportunity to fund road improve- € :
~ tion ‘in’ the November issue of the

ments in one fell swoop any time in the
foreseeable future would be lost.

Piecemeal improvements, BHA -
board members said, cannot offer effec-
tive, widespread traffic relief on Bell -

Shoals and Lithia_Pinecrest. If Pulte’: - commissioners’ boardroom at County

large-scale development is given the

green light without requiring improve-
ments to Bell' Shoals, the board said,

existing traffic and accident problems

on the unimproved road would be
greatly compounded, with no end n
sight.

Residents who wish to voice their
opinion on the proposed project and
the associated proposed road improve-
ments can e-mail the Boatd of County
Commissioners through its Web site,
www.hillsboroughcounty.org/bocc, or
call (813) 272-5660.

Bloomingdale residents are also invit-
ed to comment on the issue for publica-

Gazette; send letters to info@bloom-

mgdalegazctte com.
The Lake Hutto public heanng Is set

“for 6 p.m. Nov. 15 in the second floor

Center, 601 E. Kennedy Boulevard

. Tampa.

D’Ann Whlte contributed to this
report.

BHA Board Holds Monthly Meetmgs

ALL RESIDENTS WELCOMED

A Gazette Report

The Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association Inc. volunteer board of
directors meets 7 p.m. on the first Mon-
day each month (unless rescheduled due
to holidays) at the Bloomingdale com-

receive  e-mail

rnumt}f ofﬁce, 3509 BeH ShoaIs Rd. All
meetings ate open to the public. Bloom-
ingdale residents are invited toebserve
the proceedmgs or ad&ress the board
with their questions and conccm; -

Meeting dates for 2007 and the
remainder of 2006 ate as follows. To
notiﬁcarj_an;- ahout

changes or additions to the schedule,
along with more Bloomingdate news
and events, please join the BHA’s confi-
dential e-mail list at www.blooming-
dalegazette.com. For more infermation,
e-mail info@bloomingdalegazette.com
or call (813) 681-2051. ’

* Monday, November 6, 2006
* Monday, December 4, 2006
* Thursday, January 4, 2007 (Due to

New Year’s HolidaY)

. Mondsy, Februaty 5, 2007

* Monday, Maich 5, 2007

* Monday, April 2, 2007

« Monday, May 7, 2007

* Monday, June 4, 2007

* Monday; July-2, 2007

* Monday, August 6, 2007 3

* Thursday, September 6, 2007 (Due to
Labot Day) -

e

Y@UNG CHEFS

ACADEMY

1576 Bloomingdale Avenue 643-7025

WWW. YoungChe.fsAcade.my com

,'::\
@/

0'5‘3‘18-59075 o

Join Your Friends at
Hess Orthodontics

* Family Plans Available

* Flexible Payment Options

* No Down Payment Option

* Most Insurance Accepted

* Convenient Saturday & Evening
Hours Available

—
AR
HESS ORTHODONTICS
MICHAEL A. HESS » DMD Ms

Board Lertified Orthodontics
~ for Children & Aduls

%MILE!

with Your New Braces

’Q ) Free Orthodontic
- Exam

and 10% off o

Treatment

(value up to $500)

exp. 12/31/00

LITHIA
5480 Lithia Pinecrest Bd. |

(Lithia Pineccest Al FishHaik Bivd)

APOLLO BEALH
101 N. Flamingo Dr.

813-777-74'78

0001868517-01-c1

INTRODUCING
Dr. Alicia
Medrano

Ong

Rail-Road-Themed
Office and Exam Rooms

Separate Well-Visit and
Sick-Visit Entrances

Courtesy Prenatal visits choose your
Pediatrician before your baby is bom

PARSONS
OFFICE HAS
MOVED!
Directly across the
parking lot from our

Bloomingdale
Office.

NADAL PEDIATRICS

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS

330 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 655-0292
8am-8pm Mon-Thurs
8am-5pm Fri

www.nadalpediatrics.com

Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P
Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P
Alicia Medrano Ong, M.D., FA.A.P.
Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P
Rosalinda P Tiongco, A.R.N.P.

Joyce . Young, A.R.N.P
- i

376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
‘Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 681-7101
8am-5pm Mon-Fri

“0001868553-01
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Residents Cleaned Up At Sept 9 Commumty Event

 UNLOADED 150-CUBIC
YARDS OF JUNK

A Gazette Report

Bloomingdale residents
unloaded an estimated 150
cubic yards of household junk
and discards at the Blooming-
dale Homeowners Associa-
ton’s Sept. 9 Community
Cleanup Day.

BHA boatd members and
other volunteers welcomed
neighbors and directed traffic
through the drop-off site, on

the grounds of the parks main- -

tenance facility on Natures
Way. Mote than a dozen volun-
teers helped residents unload
and dispose of an assortment
of household junk including
mattresses, futrniture, appli-
ances and mote.

BHA board member Lydia
Harrod, who co-chaits cleanup
days along with board member
Steve Heckel, said traffic flow
was smooth at the Sept. 9
event. In addition, there were
enough Dumpsters at the site
to collect all drop-offs untl the
site closed at 1 p.m.

After the site closed, volun-
teets conducted about a dozen
pick-ups for senior citizens and
disabled residents who called to

ask for help.

Community Cleanup Days
are made possible by neighbot-
hood volunteers, a grant from
the Hillsborough County
Office of Neighborhood Rela-
tions, residents’ annual BHA
membership dues, and the

Hillsborough County Parks

Department.

Harrod said the twice-annual

event is a wini-win situation for .

the homeowners association,
residents, volunteers and Hills-
borough County.

““Out residents have a safe,
convenient place close to home
to drop off unwanted junk that
is not picked up during regular
garbage - collections. And in
most cases, it’s an improvement
to the home and may inspire
additional work around the
house,” Harrod said.

“We also get to meet the
folks in our community and
continue to maintain the good
will and pleasant surroundings
we’ve come to appreciate in
Bloomingdale. It was a very
successful event.”

The next cleanup day will be
held in spring 2007. Dates and

details will be published in the -

Gazette and on www.bloom-
ingdalegazette.com.

LAURA FRAZIER/Photos

BHA board member George May manned the welcome tent at the Sept. 9 cleanup. Below right, BHA board member
Stan Lee, center, helps Bloomingdale residents Dave Bechtel and Andy Alexandre dispose of an old hot water heater.
Below left, BHA president Ted Grable, left, surveys the.collection site with BHA board member Dale Kahn.

Free Household Junk Disposal At County Collection Centers

YARD WASTE, CHEMICALS TOO

A Gazette Report

All Hillsborough County residents can dispose of  p.m.

miscellaneous junk, old appliahces, tesidential yard

To gain free access to collection centers, residents

waste, household gatbage, paint, batteries and more  must present a copy of their property tax bill and
for free at one of five County Collection Centers  photo ID.
open weekdays and Saturdays from 7:30 aum. to 5:30

~ Two collection sites convenient to the Bloonung
dale area — and the items they accept, which vary at

See JUNK, Page 18

Your Inside Connections

THE BLOOMINGDALE

The Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association Inc.

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
Phone: 681-2051 Fax: 684-2358

E-mail: Bloomingdale. Homeowners@ 1V erizon. net
Web Site: www.bloomingdalegazette.com
BHA meetings ate at the community office on the
first Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President: Ted Grable =~ Vice President: Joe Hickle

Treasurer: Pam Liguori  Director: Lydia Harrod
Director: Steve Heckel ~ Director: Dale Kahn
Director: George May Director: Tim Shuman
Director: Myron Magedanz Director: Sheila Harris
Director: Stanley Lee

Bloomingdale Special Taxing District
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valtico, FL 33594
Phone: 684-6667
BSTD meetings are held at the community office
on the second Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President: Thom Snelling

Vice President: Russell Jones
Treasurer: David West

Recording Secretary: Michael Buday
‘Trustee: David Steck

Trustee: Joe Harless
Property Manager: Al Devney

Bloomingdale Community
Security Program
The Bloomingdale Community Security Program
committee meets the third Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m..

Cootdinator/Equipment Manager:

Tony Diolosa, 681-1146

Treasurer: Paul Kelmer

Patrol Membert: Steven
i H e CkCl Jm

Wileless pravider for Bloomingdate Mobife Waici:

Patrol Member: Brad

| Scharp

Patrol Member: Paul Warr

Bloomingdale Oaks

Special Taxing District
P.O. Box 3132, Brandon, FL 33509-3132
Phone: 685-2817
BOSTD meetings are held at 3419 Cade Lane on
the second Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
President: Bill Grace
Treasuret: Fred Englehart

GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL. 33594
(813) 681-2051
Fax: (813) 684-2358
E-Mail: info@bloomingdalegazette.com

Executive Director — Joe Liguori
Editor — Laura Frazier
Correspondent— Mack Austin
Correspondent — Leslic White
Correspondent — Dawn Zamanis
Restaurant Critic— Elton Dumiont

Published by Sunbelt Newspapers
505 W. Robertson, Brandon, FL. 33511
Phone: (813) 657-4500

The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdalé residents along
with The Tampa Trbune on the first Saturday of each month.

Publisher — Carla Floyd
Advertising, call: 627-1322
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FREE Dry Cleaning
Pick Up & Delivery

First Time Customers RECEIVE
%10 OFF TheR First OrDER

' ‘ Every
We replace . Garment

broken or receives our

missing - ; 5ot
We use our inspection
buttons for

decades of

FREE experience

to remove

spots. : Our cleaner
We Pick Up is very

& Deliver to | environmentally
Businesses friendly
too!

cor G .» gﬁ?

SPOTS?, \ “P FAMILY

~ GLEANERS

. o ~ “Where people bring their spots.”

Call Now!
813.451.7424
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NEIGHBORHODOD

NEWS

Please Keep Cars Off The Grass, Boats Tucked Away

REQUIRED BY MOST
DEED RESTRICTIONS

AGazerte Report

Bloommgdale residents who

patk cars on the grass or store -
their boats in areas visible from

the street might assume-their
neighbors don’t mind.’
-However, dozens of com-
plaints recently received by the
Bloomingdale -Homeowners
Association clearly indicate

that’s not the case. The most
frequently received deed
restriction violation complaints
deal with cars, boats, trailers

~ and RV’s parked in inappropri-

ate places.
If, you park a car on your

Jawn or store your boat any-
-where visible from the stteet,

chances are your neighbors

aren’t happy about-it. You may

also be in violation of neigh-
borhood deed restriction

coverants and Hillsborough-

County codes.

Each neighborhood section
in Bloomingdale has its own
unique set of deed restrictions.
Most sections expressly pro-
hibit residents from parking
cars in their yards or on the
public right of way (the grass
between the sidewalk and the
street). ¥

A majority of sections also
prohibit residents from parkmg

. boats and trailers in areas visi-
ble from the street or ather

homes.

Volunteers with Blooming-
dale’s Nelghborhood Improve-
meént Program remind resi-
dents cars may be parked in the
driveway, the garage or on the
street in front of your own
home.-

Boat owners are asked to
move their vessels to an area
out of sight from the street and
neighbor’s homes.

All deed restrictions can be

viewed on the community Wel

site. Log on to www.blooming

dalegazette.com and click o
the “Deed Restricions” butto:
at the top-of the page. Restric
tions are listed alphabetically b
street and section names.

To request a copy of you
deed testrictions by mail, of fo
more information, call th
Bloomingdale = communit
office, (813) 681-2051 ot e-ma;
info@bloomingdalegazette

.com.

Life Is Short; Have Dessert First

GIRL SCOUTS HOST
ANNUAL EVENT

By KELLY LYNN
Gu'l Scouts of Suncoast Council I.nc

Do you have a sweet tooth? Then we
have just the thing for you!

Join the Gird Scouts of Suncoast
Council for the third annual Dessert
First Dianer and Auction 6:30 p.m. on
Friday, Now. 17 at the Westin Tampa
Harbour Island, 725 South Hatbour

Island Blvd.

Ten of the area’s top chefs will pres-
ent scrumptious desserts made Wlth
one of the best ingredients known to
mankind: Girl Scout Cookies. Tasty
Thin Mints, delicious Do-si-dos, and
sweet Samoas will be combined with
other ingredients to make dessert mas-
terpieces.

Guests can sample all of the desserts
before dinner, while bidding in a silent
auction with items for every taste and

budget. Then they’ll enjoy an elegant
dinner and a live auction featuring fan-
tastic items such as a ride on the Out-
back Blimp (complete with dinner at
Outback), a vacation in a beautiful

" North Carolina mountain home, tickets

to sporting events and dining packages
at area restaurants.

The emcee for the live auction is Jack
Hartis, local television and radio pet-
sonality.

The 2005 Dessert First Dinner and
Auction drew 175 people and raised
$36,500 for Girl Scouts of Suncoast
Council. .

Tickets are $150 per person. A num-
ber of sponsorship levels are also avail-
able.

For information about tickets ot
sponsorship opportunities, call ‘Terr:
Costello, (813) 262-1688. All proceeds
will benefit the Girl Scouts of Suncoast
Council.

Gitl Scouting builds gitls of courage.
confidence, and character, who make
the wotld a better place. Last yeat, Gir
Scouts of Suncoast Council servec
26,730 girl members and 10,597 adult
volunteers in Hernando, HJ.llsborough
Pasco, and Pinellas counties.

Visi

t

bloomingdalegazette.

We have plenty of ways...

..to make your smjle brlght
Whitening ¢ Crowns & Bridges ¢ Dental Iimplants
Oral Sedation Available » Most Procedures Completed In Office

insurance Filed For You * Extended Payment Plans Available
Care Credit Provider « Now Accepting New Patients

wwYy
BRANT

CALL TODAY

e 662-9233

Practicing Flne Cosmetic v
to schedule your appointment

& Restorative Denfisiry
1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE e BRANDON .

< The most dangerous =
# animals in the forest 5 ]
don { Iwe there.i[

www drbrcntwcde com
- . 000 1855775-01

for a cure

—

" Paint il Ya Faint Event Q)

Friday Oct. 20 Open ‘il Il p.m.!

Portion of proceeds from this event will benefit
fhe Leukemia & Lymphoma Sodiefy ‘Team in Training."

The GPOttG’fy Patch fonociscon

4 paint your atun poftery studio

wunw. pofterypafchstudio.co

s
=

L

li‘mm “:":..

N

B
«

_ ONLY.YOU CAN PREVENT WI[_DHRES.’"‘f

Www.smokeybear.com
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Amenities recently added to the Culbreath Rd. bus stop include a large
parking pad with two spaces for handicapped commuters.

HART Ramps Up Efforts To
Improve Bus Stops Countywide

UPGRADES BENEFIT
RIDERS OF ALL ABILITIES

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

Extensive upgrades to a
public bus stop in Valrico pri-
marily designed to meet guide-
lines set forth by the American
Disabilities Act of 1990 will
benefit bus riders of all abili-
des.

At a September 19 ribbon-
cutting ceremony, Ray Millet,

. executive director of the Hills-
borough Area Regional Transit
Authority, christened the
revamped stop, in the parking
lot of the Campo Family
YMCA on Culbreath Rd. in
Bloomingdale.

The 27X route stop, with
express service to and from
downtown Tampa, was estab-
lished in January this year.
Before recent improvements,
the “park and ride” stop, with
about 25 commuter parking
spaces, did not have a sheltet to
shield riders from the ele-
ments.

In

addition, pedestrian

access between the YMCA
parking lot and the bus stop

It’s October!

time to Act.

Now may be a good

o For Individuals & Families - Capital Gains Tax
Deferral on Appreciated Assets.

e For Businesses - “High-Deductible” pension plans.

Tax-Advantaged Business Sale or Transfer.

Tax-Deductible funding of Partnership-Agreements.

NOW is the time of year to put your
2006 tax-savings strategy in place.

Contact Richard Perea, ChFC, Principal, at
(813) 651-5751 * www.wealthmgmnt.net

(across the street on busy two-
lane Culbreath Rd.) was hin-
dered by the steep slope of the
lot and a lack of sidewalks.

Two patking spaces for
handicapped tiders and a
wheelchair-accessible
were recently added to the
stop. A switchback or “zig-
zag” style ramp with a gradual
incline and handrails was used
to connect new sidewalks and
the relatively steep parking lot
grade.

A palladium style shelter was
also added.

Arizona Jenkins, a volunteet
member of the authority’s
ADA task force, helped Miller
cut the ribbon at the ramp
entrance, then smoothly nego-
tiated his wheelchair down the
slope.

Jenkins, widely known as an
advocate for disabled citizens
secking better access to public
transportation and facilities,
has 2 number of physical dis-
abilities. He uses the authority’s
HART-Access service (see
sidebar) to get around the
Tampa Bay area on a regular
basis.

ramp

See HART, Page 15
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QUIET QUALITY

FANS FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

52" DUAL PALM FAN
NATURAL PALM BLADES

LOW PRICE FANS!

({27 0001840450-01

42" 4 or 5 Bld Fan $39.99

52" Fan w/Light $59.99 | ‘“America’s

52" 4 or 5 Bid Fan $79.99 La

52" Porch Fan $79.99 | 'ne —t

52" 5 Finishes $99.99 Reta

52" High Performance $139.99 ) &

NEW TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON HILL LAKELAND * 644-4718
5994-3422 1969-3095 5,685-6130 5688-3267 WINTER HAVEN % 299-2777
ST, PETE SEMINOLE CLEARWATER  PT.RICHEY  TRINITY OCALA 3237-6999
2785-1911 :847-1176  2816-9702 www.dansfancity.com

OVER 50 :
LOCATIONS ¢ 1526-8191 ©397-1729

COSMETIC DENTISTRY

A True Community Dentist

Here for All Your
Family’s Dental Needs

o Family Dentistry

o Metal-Free Crowns

o Metal-Free Fillings

« Single-Pill Relaxation Dentistry
. Professional Teeth Whitening

« Veneers

« Neuromuscular Dentistry

« Complete Smile Makeovers

Call for Your Complimentary Consultation Today!

813.689.1529

4320 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico

WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCE

0001840231-01
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Silver Sneakers ShineIn Bloommgdale

- GEARED TOWARD
- ACTIVE SENIORS

By DAWN ZAMANIS
" Correspondent

I first spotted Elizabeth Welcome
walking along Culbreath Road during
my daily mogning drive to Alafia Ele-
mentary School. She caught my atten-
tion, and I wondered where she was
going. She seemed to have a distinct
purpose; a clear destination.

Every morning, I saw her trekking
toward the Campo Family YMCA.
On my way back home, I'd spother
again, catrrying a water bottle, hiking
up the steep slopc into the parknlg lot
of the Y.

I 1cceml) stopped at thc YMLA to
inquire about the woman Fhad seen

walldpu S T e

YMCA membet seryice reprcsc:n P
tativé ‘Kavita' 'Mafbaili koew in.an .

instant it was Elizabeth Wela:zome

Marballi said Welcome, a° spun}\y,
pretty, energetic 79-years-young
Bloomingdale resident, is well known
and adored by the entire YMCA staff
and members of the facility’s “Silver
Sneakers” group.

Silvers Sneakers, sponsored by
Humana Insurance Company, is a
group exercise program designed spe-
cially for senior citizens.

Marballi said a wide range of activi-
ties are available at the Y, but for many
seniors, it’s not all about exercising.

The YMCA hosts “Brunch and
Learn” the second Tuesday each
month.

,31‘ -\-‘-f

Lot ot

DAWN ZAMANIS/Photc

Silver Sneakers members meet daily for classes and other activities at the Campo Family YMCA on Culbreath Road.

“Each member brings a meal or an
appetizer to share. We also invite
speakers to talk to the seniors about
nutrition, safety, and stress manage-
ment. The Silver Sneaker members
and the regular senior members are
always eager to volunteer for these
events, from set up to cleanup,” Mar-
balli said.

“Seniors love to volunteer, and we
really need their help.”

Silver Sneakers exercise classes are

See YMCA, Page 10

Seniors Helped YMCA Reach Exercise Goal

TRIBUTE TO SEPT. 11 VICTIMS

AGazette Report
On Sept. 11, 2006, the Campo Fami-
ly YMCA paid tribute to the people
who perished in the World Trade Cen-

ter attack with 2 special event dubbed

“Minutes In Memory” Two classes

combined to form one group of 50 sen-

iors whe, all combined, exercised for

3,000 minutes in honor of those who!
perished. The seniors wore red, white
and blue as a symbol of patriotism.
With the group’s help, the YMCA
exceeded their facility-wide goal of
45,000 minutes total.
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JAPANESE RESTAURANT

Thank you to our customers
visited and voted for us to be
runner up in Asian dining

in Brandon on Tampa

7 Tribune’s 2006 Brandon

(1 News readers’ pall.

e Teriyaki * Udon

e Tempura * Shashimi and all the rolls
e Sushi e Beef Fried Rice

Ask Woo Yong about his Korean
Reflexology Healing

Sake . Beer . Wme

who
first

-

¥

=

]A

Lady Sushi Chef
in Flonda Right in

m— e
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662-3377 = 887 E. Bloomingdale Ave.

Carol is a FishHawk resident

oo
Gewod Harrar’s

design concepts

® Interior
Design

e Murals

e Color
Consultations

o e Childrens
g Rooms

e Faux Finishes

® Floral
Arrangements

Bloomingdale
Square

662-5464
si00, Www.carolharrardesigns.com

Bloomingdale Square between Wal-Mart & Publix
11:30 - 9:30 Mon - Thurs ~ 11:30 - 10:30 Friday Sushi 2. L
4:30 - 10:30 Sat ~ Closed Sunday
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BLOOMINGDALETE

COMMENTARY

Note To Kids: Go Play In The Street!

By DAWN ZAMANIS
Correspondent

One recent Friday after-
noon, I honestly wondered for
a few daunting moments
whether I was stll living in the
United States of Ametica, or if
I had been hurtled into some
totalitarian regime.

A Hillsborough County
sheriff’s deputy knocked on
my door and declared that it_
was against the law for kids to
play in the street in front of my
home. The deputy showed up
after a neighbor called the
police (again) to complain
about a mob of young boys
skateboarding and riding bicy-
cles in the street.

Mind you, my street in
Bloomingdale is comparable to
a cul-de-sac, with negligible
traffic flow. It is nestled in a
remote area buffered on both
sides by parallel streets. y

The deputy’s words- hung
mid-air as he proclaimed, “It is
against the law for children to
play in the street; M’am. The
only reason a child is allowed in
the street is to cross to the
other side.”

Fr

“There is no law in - .
Hillsborough County.
preventing children -
from safely playing in
the street in front of
their home.”.

Office of Cpl. Mark Clark,
HCSO District IV

This is America and our civil
liberties, I thought, were being
yanked out from under us right
before my eyes. I was lost in
thought'as 1 stood near the
curb surrounded by an army of

little boys ages ten through -

thirteen, whose anxious eyes
looked to me for defense of
their simple freedom.

“We just wanna skate,” said
one ten-year old kid. “We don’t
want to cause any trouble.
We'll move out of the way if a
car needs to get through like
we always do.”

“Skateboarding is our life,”
said another boy, age twelve.
We wake up in the morning
and that’s the first thing we
think of that makes us look

See COMMENT, Page 19
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DAWN ZAMANIS/Photo

Collection Recalls Campaigns From 6. To 6W. Bush

Bill Jones and his wife, Carol, displayed their extensive collection of preﬂdentlal campalgn memorabilia at
‘the Bloomingdale library last month. On display were hundreds of campaign collectables and tokens dating
back to the first presidential campaign. Campaign buttons on display featured presidents McKinley, Roo-
sevelt, John F. Kennedy and Lincoln. Jones and his wife, Carol, have lived in Brandon for three years.

JP

over

$32 Million
in the first

6 months
of 2006!

Over 250
FULL TIME AGENTS

to get your home sold

FAST!

Keller Williams Realty...
DEeFINING THE REAL ESTATE MARKET

Our bright red FOR SALE signs are popping up all over!
Last year, our office SOLD MORE THAN
$350,000,000.00 in home sales!

Shouldn’t your home be next?

s
FOR SALE oLp

T

Brandon/Valrico Bloomingdale/FishHawk Plant City!
21 19W. Brandon Bivd. 3626 Erindale Dr.,Valrico 1607 S. Alexanc%er St.
813.684.9500 . 813.653.9500 813.759.1200

|
*Kenst Report, 2nd Quarter 2006 All District Six MLS areas for Greater Tampa compames and offices.

*0001877629-01
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led' by Carol Adam, who
received rave’ reviews from
group members, and Corinne
Schramm, another Silver
Sneakers instructor praised to
the skies by the group.

Maria-Cuevas and her hus-
band Juan Casano talked about
how Silver Sneakers has made
a huge impact in their lives.

“It makes. me feel ener-
gized,” said Cuevas, who has
been involved in the progr
for about a year. :Tn

“I've made many friends,
and it’s the most wonderful
place to be. I love to exercise
and do the Yoga. We also do
weight training and body
sculpting.”

Cuevas said the YMCA staff
treats her and all the seniors
extra-special.

“The staff 1s the best. They
are just wonderful,” she said.

When I met Elizabeth Wel-
come, the woman who inspired
me to write this story, she

~emerged from an exercise class
~with a sparkle about her. That’s
what I noticed when I spotted
her during her morning walks.

She was weating a pretty flo-
ral-print top and matching
shotts. She was smart, interest-
ing and full of life.

Welcome recently moved to
Bloomingdale from Massachu-
setts to live with her daughter,
Linda. She also has two sons
and two grandchildren. Wel-
come said she wasn’t able to
connect with many seniots in
her new neighborhood. On the
advice of her children, she
joined the YMCA.

“It’s the best decision I ever
made,” she said. “I’'m so happy
Ididit”

The energetic grandmother
walks neatly two miles to the
YMCA three days a week.

“I’ve always loved walking, I
used to walk everywhere before
I moved.”

Although she walks two

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

NEIGHBORMHOOD

NEWS

Chadd’s Ford Neighbors
Admire Landscaping Makeove!

YARD OF THE MONTH

A Gazette Report

Tunis and Catherine Morrow grabbed the attentic
and appreciation of their Chadd’s Ford neighbors with
complete yard makeover accomplished this summet.

The Morrow’s home, at 1237 Rainbrook Citcle, is tl
Bloomingdale Homeowners Association’s Yard of tl
Month.

To nominate a neighbor for the award, e-m:
info@bloomingdalegazette.com or call (813) 681-205
Winners receive a $25 Ace Hardware of Bloomingda
gift card, courtesy of the BHA.

miles to the Y every other day,,\

she does get a fide home from

a good friend she met at one of
her classes.

Welcome has had joint
replacement surgeries on two
knees and one hip, but that has-
n’t stopped her from marching
miles each day. At 79, she looks
happy, healthy, and a lot
younger than her age. She has
gentleness about her, and her
positive outlook is as inspiring
as her vigor.

As a senior member of the
Y, Elizabeth participates in all
of the Silver Sneakers classes
and events, which include
everything from exercise and
body sculpting to birthday pat-
ties and field trips.

“I am happy to be here Wlth
my friends,” Elizabeth said.

For information about Silver
Sneakers and other programs
offered at the Campo Family
YMCA, call (813) 684-1371.

Smgles Group Hosts Halloween Party
FRIDﬁY OCT 2]

A Gazettg Report

bers, $25 for non-members.

There will be a D], appetiz
~ erbuffet, cash bar and award:
The Brandon Singles g - oo The groug

Group and Fraternal Order . oo single adults tc
of Police will host a Hal- '

loween costume party for
Tampa Bay area singles 8 p.m.
to 1 a.m. on Friday, October
27 at the Fraternal Order of Tickets and information
Police Hall, 9001 Taylor Road ~ Call Debi, (813) 516-1999, o
in Seffner. Tickets are $20 for e-mail  debi.halloweenpar
‘Brandon Singles group mem-  ty@yahoo.com.

come meet new people
dance the night away anc
have a great time.

Learn Calligraphy To Address Cards, Invite:
CLASS AT LIBRARY

styles, practical hints, spacir
hyphenation and flourish

A Gazette Report The class, taught by Mine

The Bloomingdale Friends Webstfer, will be held 10 a.m.

of the Library will sponsor a 20001 the McLean Comm

one-day calligraphy class this ™Mt Room at the library on 8
month at the library. urday, Oct. 14.

Participants will learn about To sign up for the class or f

calligraphy equipment, writing more information contact k
prepatations, margins and lines, Boody, pwboody@tecoent
ruler technique, scripts and gy.com or (813) 275-3642.

The Maiags Home Services

We clean places you don’t even see! ®» 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Nobody Outcleans The Maids:

And here are some of the reasons why:

insured cleaning teams

¢ Our 22-Step Healthy Touch® Deep Cleaning
System ensures that you get the healthiest, most
thorough clean every visit

e Our patented Back Pack Vacs with HEPA filtration
can capture up to 99% of all dust and allergens

e Our professionally trained, uniformed, bonded and

¢ Our environmentally preferred cleaning products

Call today for a FREE estimate:

689-1111

www.maids.com

THE
BLOOMINGDALE
GAZETTE .

The official
publication of the
BHA since 1980

3509 Bell Shoals Road,
Valrico, FL 33594

(813) 681-2051
Fax: (813) 684-2358

* And our fast, efficient, reliable, and courteous service E-Mail:

info@bloomingdalegazette.com

The Gazette is
delivered free to
Bloomingdale
residents along with
The Tampa Tribune on
the first Saturday of
each month.

0001837694-01
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Residents Want
Fair, Efficient
Customer Service

TAKE ISSUE WITH
TECO, CITGO STATION

To submit a letter for publica—

tion in the Gazette e-mail

info@bloomingdalegazette.co
( m or mail to Gazette Editor,

S 3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valri—
co, FL 33594. All letters are
subject to editing for clarity
and length. b

TECO Should Report
_Incidental Findings -

My friend Hal, who lives in

power lines. This effectively
cut off Hal’s electricity, cable
and telephone. TECO was
called and electricity was
restored to his home that
evening. However, the power
lines for both cable and tele-
phone remained disconnected.

When Hal discovered his
cable and phone service were
out, he called me for assis-
tance. I told him it seemed to
me that when the TECO
wortker found three wires
down and fixed the one he was
responsible for, he should
have had the common sense
and decency to contact Bright
House and Verizon to make
them aware that their wires
were down.

I realize I may be asking for
more than any service compa-
ny of any sort has ever trained
their people to do, but after
spending upwards of two
hours in service to my friend, I
thought some good might

come out of my experience.
— Howard Raymond

Do Gas Stations Use “Bait
and Fill” Tactics?

On Aug. 6, I was driving
notth on Bell Shoals Road
looking for the gas station with

_ the best price. The Citgo sta-
(, tion on Bell Shoals at Star-
wood advertised a price on
their  large sigh  of
$2.93&9/10, so I pulled into

the station to make a purchase,

To my surptise and dismay; 1
discovered the actual price on

the pump was $2.97&9/10.'1

feel this is a deliberate attetnpt

y to deceive the consumer —
sifice you have already stopped

and gotten out of your car, you

might as well fill up anyway. I

did not fill up, even though I

was very low on gas. I think

this deceptive practice should

be looked into.
— Geoffrey Gibbons

BLOOMINGDALE

Seffner; had his electricity cut
off Aug. 19 when a tree' fellon'
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Brandon Kiwanis Club Installs New Officers

The Kiwanis Club of Greater Brandon recently installed new officers for the 2006-07 membership year. Pictured at the installation ceremony last
month are treasurer Christie Best, president-elect Susan Salmeron, secretary James Powell, and president Dustie Amatangelo.

Photo Courtesy Brandon Kiwanis Club

Bloomingdale Ridge Fed Up With Mail Mix-Up

CALL POST OFFICE
TO REPORT PROBLEMS - . .

A Gazette Report

Several residents in Bloomingdale Ridge,
which includes Fox Run and The Greens,
recently reported longtime, ongoing U. S.
mail delivery problems in their neighbos-
hood sections of Bloomingdale East.

Residents feport mail routinely delivered
to the right house number on the wrong

sstreet blocks away; no attempt by carriers

to bring packages to the door before leav-
ing a “pick up” notice in the mailbox; and
a lack of response about the problems
from the letter catriers and Valrico Post
Office staff.

One homeowner said, “We’ve lived in
the same house for over 12 yrs. I could

understand a mistake here and there but
(the problems) happen frequently”

To report a mail delivery problem in
Bloomingdale East, contact the Valrico
Post Office, 2406 E State Road 60, Valrico,
33594, (813) 657-0495.

To report problems in Bloomingdale
West, contact the Brandon Post Office,
1315 Oakfield Dr, Brandon, FL 33511,
(813) 661-6896.

Say you saw it in The Bloomingdale Gazette
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» Secure Code Access Eniry

* Free Secure Inlernet Viewing

¢ Lending Library with Thousands of
Books & Videos

= Extracurriculars: Dance, Karate, Com
Science, Health, Tutoring, Speech

* Aciive Leamning Curriculum for Infants &
Toddlers: Incorporated Hands-on

- 'Whole Language Learning

* Preschool Curriculum prepares children
for National Kindergarten Standards:
Math, Science, Emergent Literacy,
Foreign Language and Credtivity

A NAEYC

ACCREDITED CENTER

SCHOOL OF QUALITY LEARNING
www.KidsrkidsValrico.com
* Open Monday-friday 6:00 a.m-6:30 p.m.

. (813) 657-6200

4321 Lynx Paw Trail in Valrico

(directly across from Lithia Springs Elementary School)

s ASQ} Assessment with Parent/Teacher
Conferences in Fall & Spring

* Trained Professional Siaff: Fully Sareened,
Cerfified in First Aid & CPR, Specialists &
Degreed Teachers for all age groups

 Nufritious Medls and Snacks Served

o Before and Afler School Care (6-12 years)
Transportation To and From Alafia, Bevis,
Lithia Springs, Gimino and FishHawk Creek.

N R FREE
> PRE K

| IMITED AVAILABILITY

l CALL TODAY!
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SPECIAL

TAXING

DISTRICT

Voters Approve $30 Annual Tax Increase

NEW CAP: $130 PER HOME

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

Bloomingdale residents who voted in
the Sept. 5 Primary Election narrowly
approved a $30 annual assessment
increase for all homes in the Blooming-
dale Special Taxing District area.

The referendum to raise each home-
owner’s annual assessment from $100 to
$130 passed by a very close margin:
50.66 percent (995 voters) voted “yes”

to approve the increase, and 49.34 per-
cent (969 voters) voted “no.”

A simple majority was requited for
the referendum to pass. The increase
affects all homeowners in the Bloom-
ingdale Special Taxing District area.
Thete are about 4,800 homes in the dis-
trict.

Special taxing district funds pay for
community maintenance and improve-
ments.

Bloomingdale’s district includes most
homes in Bloomingdale East and West,

with the exception of River Crossing
Estates and Bloomingdale Oaks.
Homeowners in those sections have
established their own taxing districts,
separate from Bloomingdale’s district.

Bloomingdale Oaks’ taxing district
president, Bill Grace, reports home-
owners in that district also approved an
annual increase Sept. 5. Bloomingdale
Oaks, with 184 homes, has two entty-
ways off Bloomingdale Avenue, across
from Bloomingdale High.

“Our (Oaks) residents voted to raise

our cap from $80 to $120. The vote was
52 voters in favor of the increase
(57.78%) to 38 opposed (42.22%),”
Grace said.
- To view mote Primary Election
results, log on to www.votehillsbor-
ough.org. For information about the
Bloomingdale Special Taxing District,
log on to www.bloomingdalegazette
.com or call (813) 684-6667.

For information about the Bloom-
ingdale Oaks disttict, call Grace, (813)
685-2817.

Snipe Signs Are lllegal, Potentially Dangerous Eyesores

COUNTY PROHIBITS
ROADSIDE ADS

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

Hillsborough County codes define
“snipe signs” as “any sign made of
paper or other non-durable material
which is attached in any way to a udlity,
tree, fence post or any other similar
object on public property...(including)
utility poles, public benches, street lights
or on any public right of way.”

Many Bloomingdale residents simply

describe the rogue signs as eyesores and
nuisances.

David Steck, a volunteer member of
the Bloomingdale Special Taxing Dis-
trict’s board of trustees, said last week
Bloomingdale residents are clamoring
for more aggressive enforcement of

. laws prohibiting the use of the signs.

“Illegal snipe signs are posted just
about everywhere throughout Hillsbot-
ough County,” Steck said.

“In our area, there is a particular

problem along Bloomingdale Avenue,
Bell Shoals Road and Lithia-Pinecrest

Property Manager Seeing Pink Pigs, Flags

21BAGS OF LITTER PICKED UP

AGazette Report

Bloomingdale Special Taxing District
property manager Al Devney picked up 21
bags of trash in his travels around the

community last month.

In addition to the ghur of roadside litter;
Devney reports, “In the land of eat, drink

and pitch out the window, there were 286
pink flags on Bell Shoals Road, a rubber
ball, a case of note books, a pink china pig
and 3.06 cents. The beverages of choice
were slim this month; Coke for soft drinks,
Heineken for beer and no distilled spirits.”

cern to Devney, call (813) 684-6667.

To reporta property maintenance con-

Road.”

In addition to being illegal and
unsightly, Steck said the flimsy, staked
variety of the roadside ads present seti-
ous personal, property and equipment
damage hazards.

“Aside from being in violation of
Hillsborough County codes, business
owners who post snipe signs are taking
an unnecessary risk and opening them-
selves up to additional liabilities,” Steck
said.

“When one of the signs becomes
entangled in our contractors’ lawn

maintenance equipment, or if a child
falls on one of the upended stakes, thete
would be a very litigious matter to adju-
dicate.”

In addition, law enforcement officials
say snipe signs are a visual distraction to
drivers that also become dangerous
obstacles when blown into the street.

To report businesses or individuals
posting snipe signs, call Hillsborough
County Housing and Community Code
Enforcement, (813) 274-6600, ot fill out
a complaint form online at www:hills-
boroughcounty.org/hcce.

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE
The official publication of the BHA since 1980

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 681-2051 » Fax: (813) 684-2358

info@bloomingdalegazette.com

The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale
residents along with The Tampa Tribune on the first Satuday
of each month.

E-Mail:

curves.com

OCT. 16

in Lithia

CLUB OPENS

Nancy Marc, RN MSN, Owner
813 413 8400

5618 Fisbhawk Crossing Blvd. * Lithia, Florida 33547
In the New Publix at FisbHawk Center

*Qffer based on first-visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d. p

Introducing a place where your

dreams are our goals.

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION
SAT. OCTOBER 21 - 10AM - 4PM

Now there’s a place

our goals.

Curves

in your
neighborhood called Curves. Curves
is thirty-minute fitness, commonsense
weight loss and the support you need
to do both. Call us today and discover
what over 4 million women already
know: that at Curves, your dreams are

e C

r)-,‘ t’s time for football and we
have the food for Your party!
FRESH BBQ PACKAGES ©*
FOR YOUR TAILGATING /— :

OR HOME PARTIES

JBYmErCl,

27 A

SOUTHERN BBQ

The number to call is

and Mond.y
6.] Q—‘*BBQ, Located at the intersection of Lithia

First 1060 Mcmbers

66% Off

Service Fee

Health Club 6849

rogram. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations.

£
The power to amaze yourself. 1 (813) 657-4227  Pinecrest & Bloomingdale, behind
Over 9,500 locations worldwide. {—1./3301 Lithia Pinecrest Road the Hess, next to the puppy store.
- = TUESDOV || THURSDAV FRIDAY SATURDAY
Tothe exds of the Turkey Lurkey| | Priday i

oE

See yo at
church:-)!
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Ribfest! ||as

i
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................

Now serving fresh baby back ribs on Friday AND Saturday after Spm.

Check out our website ~www.jaymer-que.com~ for a complete menu!
- Register for our e-mail list to receive discounts.and announcements!
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Nativity (atholic
Anniversary
Nativity Catholic School cele-
brated its 45th anniversary
Sept. 5. Pictured, teachers An-
drea Kennedy, Jo Hanna
Hohman and Linda Plesko,
with 4-year-old students from
the early childhood class,
proudly pose in front of a 50-
ft. long mural painted by more
than 700 students enrolled at
the school. Dr. Bernadette
Kunnen, school principal,
kicked off the celebration by
unrolling an anniversary ban-
ner, then students and faculty
assembled in the parking lot
and stood together to form
the number forty-five. Nativi-
ty pastor, the Rev. Arthur
Proulx, led a prayer service
and benediction in the church.
The celebration ended witha
picnic lunch for the entire
school on the Novemberfest
field.

——

Photo Coavity Catholic School

Church, School Raises Funds For Breast Cancer Research

3-DAY WALK ON NATURES WAY

A Gazette Report

After attending the second memorial

service of_the mother of a St. Stephen .

Catholic School student who died of
breast cancer, Amy Meany of Lithia felt
compelled to do something.

The close-knit 5-year-old Riverview
school of 350 students first mourned
the death of Rosana Bryant to breast
cancer three years ago. Cheryl Nance

R

We understand lawns.
We Save You Time and Money.

We offer total lawn care maintenance.
Call for a FREE estimate.

ris & Ryan’s
Landscaping,xLC

813-516-1921 or 813-433-7672

Mow s Sod ¢ Landscaping ¢ Mulch e Clean-outs e Pressure Washing Driveways

died just two years later. Meany was
friends with both women, whose chil-
dren were all in the same class. Then,
over the summer, the school bid a sad
farewell to Cathie Stuart, the wife of
music and art teacher Harry Stuart, also
a victim of breast cancer.

Feeling the loss of so many young
women, Meany and several other moth-
ers decided to take action. Their efforts
have grown into a parishwide effort to
fight breast cancer called Project Cure.

Modeled after the Three-Day Breast
Cancer Walk, the group plans to walk 20
miles a day for three days, 2 total of 60
miles, raising a minimum of $2,200
each, Oct. 13-15 for the Don and Erika
Wallace Comprehensive Breast Cancer
Program at the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer
Center and Research Institute.

This is the same program that the
Lightning Foundation of the Tampa
Bay Lightning, which Project Cute has
joined forces with, has been raising

funds for through its Pink Hat fundrais-
et. The researchers at Moffitt have been
doing groundbreaking genome research
that could lead to targeted therapy for
breast cancer.

The Rev. Bill Swengzros, pastor of St.
Stephen, suggested getting the children
involved.

“When I talked to Father Bill about
our plans to do our own three-day walk
and asked for his support, the ideas

. See CANCER, Page 17

D&M SCREEN SAVERS

Commercial & Residential

e Baby Jogger’s
* Rollerblades
* XCountry Shoes
* Dri-Fit Apparel
* Gu, Hammer, Powerbar
¢ FuelBelt, Camelbak Hydration

0001878266-01

Screen Replacement @ Screened Lanai
Alum. Hurricane Covers ® Pool Enclosures
Repairs ® Vinyl Windows ® Replacements

Py

D & M Screen Savers, LLC
Protect Your Pool

Keep Debris and Pests Out of Your Pool ® Add Value to Your Pool

FREE ESTIMATES Michelle
813.917.5604

* Back-To-School Running Shoes
and Heelys, Adidas Soccer Cleats

: 3 >
ucee sesil | David
813.681.6141

www.HitTheTraiis.com

000187827401 | '
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Have Fun, Be Smart This Halloween

SAFETY TIPS FOR PARENTS, KIDS

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER
Bloomingdale Community Resource Deputy.

Unfortunately, Halloween is not the
always the safe, fun time many of us
adults remember from our childhoods.
Some have turned it into a dangerous
“trick or treat” event. :

If the proper precautions are taken, it
can still be time of fun and games and:
real treats for kids simply looking to

have a good time.

Parents, please ensure your young
children are safe by going trick-or-treat-
ing with them.

Make sure all of you have flashlights
and light colored clothing or costumes,
and only stop at homes with the front
porch lights on.

Cross only at intersections or clear
areas and not between parked cars. If
you’re out driving around, require every-

AW

one to wear their seat belt.

Check all treats before yout kids eat
them. When in doubt throw them away.

Make sure your pets are kept under
control.

Lastly, there are many alternatives to
trick-or-treating offered in the Bloom-
ingdale area. Many churches and schools
hold organized, fun activities.

Let’s all have fun, but stay safe — and
smart — this Halloween.

Nature’s Way Parks Facility ‘Cleaned Out’

SOME SUSPECT
ORGANIZED CRIMERING

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor '

An eatly morning break-in last month
at a Hillsborough County parks mainte-
nance facility in Bloomingdale prompt-
ed law enforcement officials and county
employees to consider the possibility of
an organized crime ring heist.

Police said the break-in, which
occurred between 1:30 and 5:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 19, resulted in the theft
of tens of thousands of dollars worth
of county-owned vehicles, equipment
and tools.

Parks department maintenance units
provide building and ground mainte-
nance for county-owned parks, play-
ground areas, boat ramps and athletic
complexes. The south county unit, at
1626 Nature’s Way, serves areas south

of Interstate 4.

Among the items stolen from the site:
a white Ford F-350 pickup truck, a box
truck containing air conditioning repair
tools, a utility trailer, one silver Dixie
Chopper and one Toro lawnmower,
welding and painting equipment; blow-
ers and chainsaws. A large inventory of
construction and repair tools was also
stolen.

“They absolutely cleaned us out,”
said a parks staff member, who asked
not to be identified.

Employees arriving at work around
6:00 a.m. Tuesday discovered heavy
duty commercial locks and chains
securing the site’s entryway gate and
storage outbuilding had been cut.

There were no cameras ot advanced
security measures installed at the site,
set in a residential area just west of
Alafia Elementary School. Equipment
and vehicles stored at the site are not

visible from the road. The telatively
remote north end of the property is sur-
rounded by wooded atreas on three
sides.

As Hillsborough County Sheriff’s
Office detectives continued their inves-
tigation and stolen property inventory
last week, police, parks staff and
Bloomingdale residents speculated on
the nature of the ctime.

Recent reports of similar heists in
Pinellas County led some to suspect an
organizéd ctime operaton with elabo-
rate, quickly executed plans to swipe,
ship and sell the expensive goods.

According to the National Equip-
ment Register database, millions of dol-
lars worth of construction and mainte-
nance equipment are stolen each year
nationwide. ) ‘

The equipment registry was devel-
oped to record heavy equipment own-

See CLEAN, Page 15

Motorized ‘Toys’ Not Allowed On Public Streets, Sidewalks

PARENTS COULD FACE CHILD
NEGLECT CHARGES

A Gazette Report

Accotding to officials with the Hills-
borough County Sheriff’s Office, adults

_who ride motorized scootets, mopeds,

go-carts and ATV’ on public streets ot
sidewalks could face criminal charges.

And adults who allow children to ride
motorized vehicles on public property
could also face charges of child neglect
if injuries occur.

According to Bloomingdale’s com-
munity deputy, Pete Maurer, the only
legal place the vehicles can be used is on
private property.

In addition, Maurer said; children
under 16 years of age who tide the vehi-

cles off-road on private property are
required by law to wear a helmet.

“The Hillsborough County Sheriff’s
Office is receiving more complaints
about this serious violation of statutes,
and citations are being issued,” Mauter
said.

For more information, call Deputy
Mauter at the Bloomingdale substation,
(813) 635-8040.

Quality Medical Care
When You Need H...

681-2111

ENFORCEMENT

Sheriff’s Office
Seeks Donated
Items For Migrant
Outreach Program

DROP OFF AT
BLOOMINGDALE
SUBSTATION

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER
Bloomingdale Community
Resource Deputy

The Hillsborough County Shet-
iff’s Office District IV is sponsot-
ing a Migrant Outreach Program to
be held 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday,
Nov. 4 at the district office in
Ruskin. _

This project was a tremendous
success last year. We expect to host
more than 1,000 people at this year’s
event.

We are seeking donations of vari-
ous items, listed below. Please drop
off items at the Bloomingdale sub-
station, near Beef O’Brady’s in the
Village Center, corner of Bell
Shoals Road and Glenhaven Drive.
To arrange a pick-up for large quan-
tities of donated items call (813)
635-8040.

Hygiene Products: Shampoo,
deodorant, soap, toothbrush, tooth-
paste, combs/brushes, washcloths,,
lotion, sunscreen.

Non-Perishable Foods: Canned
items (soups, fruits, beans, sauces,
etc)., dry goods (rice, crackets, pan-
cake mix, potato flakes, noodles,
mizes, etc.).

Clothing: Jackets and coats only,
no other clothing please! All sizes
are needed, infant to adult. New or
used jackets are acceptable.

Baby Supplies: Diapets, baby
wipes, formula, baby food.

Blankets: Preferably new in
package, clean used blankets are
okay. If anyone knows of a source
that sells quantities of blankets atan
economical rate, please let us know.
We have some grant money avail-
able for purchase.

FishHawk Urgent Care is now available to meet your immediate medical
needs. When you are unable to see your primary care physician, don’t
want to spend the day in the emergency room or just want timely and
efficient medical attention, FishHawk Urgent Care will see you NOW.

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK9A-9P

5464 Lithia Pinecrest Road, Lithia
Corner of Lithia Pinecrest Rd. & FishHawk Blvd.

 Physicians Board
Certified in Emergency
Medicine and Family Medicine
o Treatment for all ages
e Faster service with
lower co-pays than an
emergency room visit
o X-Rays, EKG, and
Lab Tests On-Site
o WE ACCEPT TRICARE
(also, Aetna, Cigna,
United, Humana and BCBS)
e Auto injuries and workman’s
comp .

School or Sports
Physical

Owned and Operated by a Fish Hawk Resident

=
Bloomingdale Ave ‘%‘
g N
= Newsome
IWFE  on
2 2
Opening @l FishHawk Blvd.
Saon ip 3
. Sweet Bay
poonin MEN

0001866063-01

YOU WILL BE SEEN BY A PHYSICIAN

Is your Homeowner’s Company-Non-Renewing
your Homeowners Policy?

C00174428C-C1

Homeowner’s Insurance Bills
Going Through The Roof?

WE CAN HELP...

you get that Smile back on your face.

We have several Competitive markets to
place your homeowners insurance and,
we are close by at Riverhills Plaza.

Jeff Gray
813-655-5311 |

caG | 14

4329 Lynx Paw Trail
Valrico, FL, 33594

At a Time Like this, it's Good to have an Agent Wiho knows you :‘Jy‘.-'u;amg.
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ership and theft information,
to increase the recovery rate of
stolen equipment

Police said last week organ-
ized crime rings oftenn move
stolen property quickly to local
shipping ports. The goods are
commonly smuggled into out-
going freight containers and
shipped overseas to pre-
arranged black market buyers.
Some items have an overseas
street value up to three times
that in the US,, police said.

Parks staff said last week
plans are “obviously, absolute-
ly”” underway to increase secu-
rity at the facility. Distressed
and angered by the theft,
employees at the Nature’s way
facility said they would wel-
come the installation of hid-
den infrared cameras and a
security - guard posted
overnight at the site, as soon as

_possible.

Late last week, police said
there were no breaks in the
case. Most stolen construction
and repair equipment, accord-
ing to the National Equipment
Register Web site, is never
recovered.

Anyone with information is
asked to call HCSO property
crimes Detective Danny John-
so, (813) 247-8200.

THE
BLOOMINGDALE
GAZETTE
3509 Bell Shoals Road,
Valrico, FL. 33594
(813) 681-2051 » Fax:
(813) 684-2358
E-Mail:

info@bloomingdalegazette.com

lce Cream

delicious lce Cream
Small raund or larger)

117 W. Bloomingdale Ave, Brandon, FL 33511
(southwest corner of John Moore & Blmnmedale}

Phone: 571-7841 Fax: 354-4538
info@Horidacarvels.com

RH‘H [AVORY!

uhen rau buy ﬁntvake

)

Het Valid with any other offar. One per customer

www.bioomingdalegazette.com ¢ OCTOBER 2006 ¢ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE ¢« 15

HART Has Designs
On Glenhaven Shelter

CONSTRUCTIONTO
START BY YEAR-END

A Gazette Repart

Bloomingdale  residents
who catch the bus ac the cor-
ner of Glenhaven Drive and
Bell Shoals Road will soon
have shelter from the sun and
rain while they wait for their
morning ride to work.

Hillsborough Area Region-
al  Transit Authority
spokesperson Kathy Kar-
alekas said HART officially
approved the construction of
the Glenhaven shelter — and
nine others at bus stops
throughout the south county
area — in mid-September.

Karalekas said design price

quotes were due in last week.
Authority engineers said the
permit  drawing  process
would take another four

weeks, Permit review and

approval by Hillsborough
County 1s expected to take an
additional four wecks, with
construction estimated to
begin sometime in Decem-
ber.

Barring any unforeseen
conflicts, engineers said,
installation of the Glenhaven
shelter should take place in
early 2007.

The bus stop improve-
ments will be paid for with

Hillsborough County impact

fees. HART estimates each

 shelter costs $20,000 to

$30,000 to install.

HART Offers Special
Services For Disabled Riders

WILL PICK UP, MAKE
SPECIAL STOPS

A Gazette Report

Hillsborough Area
Regional Transit Authority
offers a number of public
transportation services for
disabled citizens, in accor-
dance with the American
Disabilities Act of 1990.

HART-Access offers spe-
cially equipped van service to
people whose disabilities pre-
vent them from getting to a
bus stop or using standard

._-ef | Peppermlﬁ
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0001866125-01

public buses.

HART-Link is designed
for those who are able to ride
a standard public bus but
can’t get to a bus stop due to
their disability or geographi-
cal barriers.

HART-Flex allows riders
who cannot get to a bus stop
to arrange for special stops
within a three-quarter-mile
radius of existing route
STOpS.

For route, schedule and
fare information, call (813)
254-4278 or visit www.hart-
line.org.

. coordination between county,

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo
HART executive director Ray Miller accompanies Arizona Jenkins on a trip
down a new wheelchair-accessible ramp recently installed at a park-and-
ride bus stop on Culbreath Rd. in Bloomingdale.

HART

Continued From Page 7

Jenkins praised HART staff
at the ceremony last week for
their commitment to installing
access improvements and shel-
ters at bus stops countywide.

“You did a good job here
and I appreciate everything you
do,” Jenkins said.

“Keep up the good wotk””

Miller said, “When people
from the community like Ari-
zona become so involved in the
process, we ate committed to
the challenge of meeting their
needs.”

HART spokesperson Jill

process, Cappadoro said. :
But with 4,800 bus stops

- countywide, widespread
improvements won’t be made
overnight. HART staff said the
Culbreath Rd. stop improve-
ments took nine months to
accomplish.

“It’s a long-term commit-
ment, but we are going to look
at all of (the stops) and identfy
ways to ensure accessibility,”
Cappadoro said.

Shelters and access improve-
ments are needed at several
more bus stops in the Bloom-

Cappadoro said the authorityis  ingdale area, including the 25X
in the process of evaluatingall stop at Bell Shoals Rd. and
bus stops countywide to identi- | Glenhaven Dr., with express
fy sites requiring upgrades to \servlce to MacDﬂl Airforce
meet both ADA requitements Base (see sidebar).
and the safety and convenience The $75,000 Culbreath Rd.
needs of the general public. stop improvement project,
Advancements in project funded by Hillsborough Coun-
ty impact fees, is the most
extensive bus stop enhance-
ment done countywide to date,
Cappadoro said.

city and transit authority staff

have resulted in a more stream-
lined funding and construction

* Reading
e Math
e Writing

“I didn’t think that just two hours a
‘week could improve his math skills

Guaranteed to improve Academic Performance. .
in Less Time and at a Lower Cost than %oth%nm.

Tutoringé

A Class Above.” Guaranteed.”

681-9900

River Hills Plaza
4385 Lynx Paw Trail e Vairico

e Algebra

* Geometry

e Calculus

* Study Skills « SAT/ACT Prep

«===and more

as much as they have...”

Parants, 10 year old

Sign-Up Now for

SAT .. ACT

Test Prep

Limited Seating Available

B00187084B-01
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Solid Wood Children’s Furniture

See our on[me catalog at:
res S www.furnitureadvantage.com”
- Brandon-813-685-4760

Flar Fee Commission

52499

Paid at Closing

. * Regardless of Sale Price

* We market, show and
pre-qualify prospective buyers.

& We also handle all the paperwork
and negotiations for one low fee.

| BMuLTIP LTY,

813-413-8501

www.multiplechoicerealty.niet

*Commissions are negotiable & not set by law

VPK

PROVIDER

ENROLL NOW FOR FALL!

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.

Our new Tutor Time® LifeSmart™ curriculum
nurtures all the different ways kids are SMART.

e Child care for ages 6 weeks to ¢ Preschool
10 years * Before and after school care
e Open 6:30 am to 6:30 pm » Security cameras throughout
¢ Full and part-time programs ¢ Proprietary curriculum
« Certified teaching staff « Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten
e NAEYC accredited

www.tutortime.com

; BRANDON ’ g
nase~ 3741 Canoga, Park Dr. t:rmlu'!Iasn;R THE &
813.651.0779 g

MONTHLY RATES - NO CONTRACTS
Services Include

* Tree Trimming
* Planting

* Sod Laying

e Weed Killing

DO01E87287-01

* Lawn -
Maintenance
* Mulching
» Fertilizing
Call Jeff for Free Estimate ,
Lithia Office 737-6707 ¢ Cell 503-2828

RS S LYY -

BLOOMINGDALE LAW
ENFORCEMENT -

Photo Courtesy of the Marchetti Family
About 100 of Katie Marchetti's friends and their parénts from Durant, Bloomingdale, Newsome, Riverview and Plant
City high schools traveled to Tallahassee this spring to bring attention to a proposed seat belt safety law they sup-
port. The group gathered at Bloomingdale Square at dawn on March 26, the day designated by Hillsborough'’s Board
of County Commissioners as “Click It For Katie Day.”

Family Publishes New Web Site,
‘Promise’ In Daughter’s Memory

ENCOURAGES TEENS TO BUCKLE UP

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

Aug. 3, 2006, would have been Katie Marche-
tti’s first day as a senior at Durant High School.
Katie, who would have turned 17 last month,
died in a car crash March 4 this year. Law
enforcement officers at the scene of the acci-
dent said Katie, who was unrestrained and
thrown from the passenger seat of the vehicle,
would have survived the accident if she had
been wearing a seat belt.

Many of the popular teen’s friends frorn
Durant, Bloomingdale and Newsome High
schools marked their second day of classes in
August by wearing “Cross Your Heart” tee-
shitts the group created in honor of their friend.
The teens plan to continue to wear the shirts to

- school on thée fourth of each manth to raise

awareness of the importance of 'buckling up
every time they getin a car.
“These kids have been so arnazmg,” Katie’s

mother, Laura Marchetti, said last week.
The Matchettt family recently created a new

.Web site honot their daughter and to help fur-

ther thelr cause to promote tougher seat belt
laws for drivers of all ages. The site is at
www.katiesstory.com. :

“We are going to come back strong after this
year with the impottance of seat belt safety, as
well as working with the current legislators in
Tallahassee to pass the Dozti-Slosbetg Safety Belt
Law in 2007,” Marchetd said.

The proposed law would allow police to pull
over mototists of any age primarily for not
wearing a seat belt. Although Florida law
requites all drivers and front-seat passengers to
buckle up, officers are not permitted to detain a
vehicle solely because its occupants are unre-
strained — unless the driver appears to be under
the age of 18.

The bill is named for State Rep. Irving Slos-
berg’s late daughter, who also was not wearing a
seat belt when she died in a 1996 car accident at
age 15 in Boca Raton.

Community Council, Substation
Plan Senior Citizen Program

WHAT KIND OF HELP INFO
DO SENIORS NEED?

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER -
Bloomingdale Community Resource Deputy

The Bloomingdale Area Community Council,
in cooperation with the Hillsborough County
Sheriff’s Office, is organizing an educational and
informational program for Bloomingdale’s sen-
ior residents. The program will provide informa-
tion-and assistance to seniot citizens, their fami-
lies, caregivers, private duty health care workers,
friends and neighbors.

The group plans to assemble representatives
from a wide variety of agencies to introduce
their areas of expertise and resources available

UG S A ARV B
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to assist senior citizens.

We are surveying our residents to help put this
program together by asking, “What questions
and concerns tegarding senior citizen issues
would you like to see addressed?” :

Alist of potential topics appeats below. Please

" take a moment to review the list and let us know

which items you believe our senior citizen resi-
dents need more information on. Please also feel
free to suggest additional topics of interest.
Thank you in advance for your assistance in
helping educate and inform out senior residents.

Survey

Bloormngdale Area Community Council,
See SENIOR, Page 18
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Photo Courtesy of Project Cure

Among those training every weekend for the iject Cure 60-mile walk on Natures Way this month are, from left, Amy Meany, Ivette Wagner, Mary
Owens, Lisa Huetteman and Jean Weber.

Continued From Page 13

started to fly;” said Mary Owens, one of
Project Cure’s organizers. “He really
thought it was important to involve the
children in our parish because thcy have
been personally impacted by breast can-
cet.”

Owens contacted St. Stephen principal
Therese Jackson and religious education
director Nancy Slade, who both jumped
on board. As a result, the annual parish
picnic Oct. 1 from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at
the school on Boyette Road featured a
children’s fundraising walk as well as
game booths created by the religious edu-
cation and school classes to raise funds
for Project Cure. Students will also be
asked to collect donations in exchange for

walking laps later this month.

Starting at 6 a.m. Oct. 13-15, adult
patishioners are invited to walk all or part
of the three-day walk, which will begin at
Bloomingdale East Park .and wind
around Natures Way and Culbreath
Road. Each lap equals four miles. A team
of volunteer nurses from St. Stephen will
be on hand to provide for any medical
needs. - °

“Those who are intimidated by the 60-
mile goal can join us and walk four miles,
eight miles, 12 miles, 16 miles or 20 miles
on one, two or three days,” said Meany.
“Because we have chosen to walk laps
around Natures Way in Bloomingdale
East (5 laps equals 20 miles), we are able

to accommodate everyone who wants to
be involved.”

Even non-walkers can get involved by
purchasing one of the Lightning Foun-
dation’s “pink hats” for $20, with pro-
ceeds going to the breast cancer program,
ot by sponsoting a walker.

In all, St. Stephen Parish hopes to raise
$25,000 for breast cancer research in
honot of those mothers.

Anyone interested in participating in
the fundraiser, purchasing a pink hat or n
sponsoring a walker can contact Mary
Owens, (813) 654-0748,
maryowens@tampabay.rr.com or visit
www.ststephencatholic.org and click on
the Project Cure icon.

Visidt

Say you saw it in The Bloomingdale Gazette

bloomingdalegazette.

cC om

Call Today! Save those moments!

UTH & BOOTH

...because life does not wait
www.hbphoto.com

813.476.7173

MMTFR ?IlOTUt-RM'HLR.S :
e \

00018673982-01

ED HOUSE GUES

Call Today for a@

FIREE

Termite inspection & Pest Evaluation
We've been protecting homes like yours for over 80 years.

764-0580

www.terminix.com

Present this ad and receive $200 off the standard price of any new termite service
and/or $100 off the standard price of a new pest control service

TERMINIX |

_...No.Bugs. Na Hassles.. .
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Web Site Tool
Plots Sex

Offender’s
Addresses

A Gazette Report

A message from Hillsbot-
ough County Sheriff’s Office
Detective Danny Johnson:

“Go to www.familywatch-
dog.us and enter your street
address. It will show a “house”
in the middle of the map ...
that’s your house. All the col-
oted boxes around it are the
homes of registered sex
offenders. Click on the indicat-
ed houses and you get a name,
address and picture of the per-
son, along with a description
of their crime. This system
clearly shows where registered
sex offenders live in proximity
to yout home and local
schools.”

Community
Council Lobbied
For Glenhaven
Traffic Signal

NEXT UP: BELL SHOALS,
GARNET CORNER

A Gazette Report

The need for a traffic signal
on Bell Shoals Road at Glen-
haven Drive was otiginally sug-
gested more than two years
ago at a Bloomingdale Area
Community Council meeting.

Council members and
Bloomingdale’s Community
Resource Deputy, Pete Mautr-
er, repeatedly appealed to
county officials and staff to
install the traffic control device
at one of the community’s

See SIGNAL, Page 18
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Continued From Page 17

busiest intersections. The council recog-
nized the intersection was becoming more
and more dangerous with ever-increasing
traffic.

Earlier this year, county officials said the
ms'rallaﬁon of the signal could be held off
until spting of 2008.

Council volunteers made calls and sent
e-mails seeking the assistance of various
county officials.

In the end, persistence paid off and the
signal was approved and installed.

The county’s traffic division staff, in
response to pleas from the community
council, residents, the Bloomingdale
Homeowners Association and the office of
County Commissioner Ronda Storms,
expedited the pro]ect for completlon last
month.

Deputy Maurer thanked county officials
and staff msttumental in moving the proj-
ect forward.

“In light of the ever-increasing traffic
and ongoing residential construction in the
FishHawk area — including the imminent
widerning of Boyette Road — more and
more traffic will be routed onto Bell
Shoals,” Maurer said.

Eighth Annual

ALAFIA CHALLENGE

2006 Canoe and Kayak Race-

dalubalealed REGISTRATION bbbl

With the Glenhaven intersection light
now complete, the council has turned its
attention to the corner of Bell Shoals

' Road and Garnet Drive.

“The northbound left-turn lane on Bell
Shoals at Garnet is the site of numerous
accidents and property damage,” Maurer
said.

“Unfortunately, according to the public
works department, improvements to the
intersection seem to have hit a snag.”’

Public works reported in September the
design study for left-turn lane improve-
ments may not be completed until 2007,
and construction is not scheduled until
2008.

Maurer said the community council

.would continue to rally for the Garnet turn

lane and more improvements on Bell
Shoals.

The Bloomingdale Area Community
Council meets 7 p.m. on the third Thurs-
day each month at the Bloomingdale com-
munity substation on Bell Shoals Road.

“Bloomingdale residents, bring your
concerns to the next meeting and let’s rack
up some more good results,” Maurer said.

For mote information call the Bloom-
ingdale substation, (813) 635-8040. Resi-
dents are also invited to submit comments
to the council by e-mail to info@bloom-
ingdalegazette.com.

Riverview, Fla.

Saturday, Nov. 11, 7 a.m.

| K -
Name(s) / I Preregistration only
Shirt sizes M 1 XL XXL Ages Sex I
Phone Paddle the pristine Alafia River State-
I designated Canoe Trail, approximately 11
§ Address I miles to the estuarine portion of the river.
1 City State ZIP I Race starts at Lithia Springs Park and
I I ends at the Riverview Civic Center.
1 Categories (check one) I Fifteen categories of competitors.
CGanoe Kayak I- Trophies will be awarded to the top three
I __Juniors' (16-19) __Juniors’ (16-19) 1 finishers in each class. Registration
—Men’s Open (20-49) —Men's Open (20-49) includes colorful T-shirts, race refresh-
§ _ Women’s Open (20-49) — Women's Open (20-49) 1 ments, launching fee, transportation back
| —Masters’ (50 and over) __Masters’ Men (50 and over) I tothe start point and a post-race picnic.
I _Mixed crew (man-woman team) __Masters' Women (50 and over) i
1 _E?Itr: rgésr:ggr](ge(es_rlghirements) —Eélil‘[t]g ;r:cgra ‘(’::e reguirements) 1 Rental canaes are available as well as
[ = __Flite Tandem Kayak (see requirements) 1 ?alt'g;'t;ghnlrggibs‘z:a%fozayaks' for reduced
I Registration fees: (check one) 1 :
I _-$30 — 2 person team w/own canoe 1 Sponsored by
__$25 — Single w/own kayak !
1 __$30 — Tandem team w/own kayak ! ARBSCm
1 __ 540 — 2 person team w/rental canoe & equipment | -
1 _ $40- Single w/rental kayak & equipment ] Alafia River Basin Stewardship Council
__$40 — Tandem team w/rental kayak & equipment : i o
: __$30- 1 or 2 person Elite w/own canoe : Se.ng the Alafia River Communrty
| Waiver: In consideration of acceptance of this entry, | for myself, my heirs, devises, execulis, 1
adminisirators and assigns hereby wahe, release and discharge any and all claims against tha Race
| organizers, sponsoring or cunductmg this event, or their emph O SUCCEssors, ] THE
for any and ali damages or injuries | may suffer. | herely graﬂt penn;ssm or the use of My name IMMm
and picture in any broadeast, brochure, or account of this event. 1 e 8 4 E [B
1 1 | R
1 Signature(s) / 1 HIHSbOKXIgh C()U.l‘lt} LIFE. PRINTED DAILY
(Parent signature if under 18) I TR
] Malf to: Alafia Challenge 2006 Race Committee 1 KEMIRA
B 4510 Squirrel Run Way, Valrico, FL 33594 i
j O register online at www.alaflachallenge @msn.com I Krewe of Alafia Norsemen * Mosiac
For more Information, call 813-684-7300. Diamond Signs « N-Kahoot Band
L I R e |
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each location — are listed below:
For more information about

Hillsborough County Collection

Centers, log on to www:hillsbor-

oughcounty.org/solidwaste, or call

(813) 272-5680.

Alderman Ford Collection Center

Address: 9402 SR. 39, Lithia.
Info/Directions: (813) 757-3820.

Accepts: Miscellaneous junk and
discards, scrap metal, tires, lead acid

SENIOR

batteries, regular household trash. .

South County Collection Center

Address: 13000 US. 41,
Rivetview. Info/Directions: (813)
671-7611.

Accepts: Miscellaneous junk and
discards, yard waste, scrap metal,
tires, used motor oil, Iead acid bat-
teries, regular household frash.

On the second Saturday of each
month, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m: only,
hazardous chemicals and electron-
ics are accepted at South County.

Continued From Page 16
Shenff’s Office Substation

Senior Citizen Info,
Assistance Initiative

“What questions and concetns
regarding senior citizen issues would
you like to see addressed?”

* Personal Security

* Personal Safety

* First Aid, /CPR

* Disaster Preparedness, Home and
Personal

Bloomingdale Resident
Tod Howard

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR  aues

PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES
{? EXPERIENCED -
and RELIABLE ] !

* Protecting Your Finances; Frauds,

Scams

* Dnving Safely, New Laws, Etc.

* Medical Issues, Alerts, Fitness

* Legal Issues, Wills

* Community Programs for Seniors

* County Programs for Seniors
Please respond to this survey by

E-mail . fo  info@blooming-

dalegazette.com, ot call the substa-
tion, (813) 635-8040, open weekdays
8am. to 5 p.m.

3

“Where Quality & Price Meet”
456857

Building Quality Pools Since 1987
6/ !IB 100%

Restrictions may apply. Qualfied buyesrs only. For more detaik,
please contact g representative of eifber location

FREE ESTIMATES

Apollo Beach = Brandon
641- 684-36
i , 403 LITHIA PINECREST RD,
‘www.tampabaypools.com
Member, Tampa Bay Buikders Association, Florido Swimming Pool
Assodiafion and Better Business Bureau

0001874351-01

WITH

Alternative

* Tune-Ups * Transmission Flush

* A/C Service * Shocks & Struts
* Scheduled Warranty Service
* General Repairs ¢ Belts « Hoses

%5 OFF

FULL SERVICE
OIL CHANGE

Not Valid with other offers.
Exp. 10/31/06 (BNS)

=
I
I
I
1
i
I
1
1
(5

» Tires » Alignment * Brake Service

Your Auto Dealer

» Coolant Flush ¢ Fuel System Cleaning

1 ANY MAINTENANCE or |
:_REPAIR SERVICE :

Not Valid with other offers. -
Exp. 10/31/06 (BN10)

3231 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.

813.643.7200

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8am-6pm Sat. 8am-5pm Sun Closed

0001866023-01
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Continued From Page 1

tions and Hillsborough County codes
and ordinances. Residents can report
potential violations on the community
Web site or by calling the community
office to request 2 complaint form.

The Bloomingdale Gazette: The offi-
cial newspaper of the BHA since 1980,
the Gazette provides vital local informa-
tion to residents. It is delivered to all
homes in the BHA membership area on
the first Saturday each month, along
with The Tampa Ttibune.

Bloomingdale Web Site: Initially
launched in January 2000, www.bloom-
ingdalegazette.com provides timely
news, information and event listings.
Residents can join the community’s free,
confidential e-mail list to receive “BHA
News Alerts” about late-breaking. or
urgent information.

Bloomingdale High School The
BHA supports the education and

* extracurticular activities of our commu-
nity’s high school students with an_

annual endowment.

B. ]. Stelter Bloomingdale Communi-
ty Scholarship: Established in 2006, the
scholarship is awarded annually to one
ot more Bloomingdale High School
seniors. Scholarship applications are
available year-round at the school and
on the community Web site.

Bloomingdale Community Office:

COMMENT

The BHA shares the Bloomingdale
community office and staff with the
Bloomingdale Special Taxing District.
Hours ate 8:00 a.m. to noon Monday —
Thursday.

Neighborhood Pride Program: Intro-
duced in 2002 to promote a sense of
pride in ownership and community by
encouraging neighbors to clean up and
improve their homes, yards, and streets.
The BHA supports the- efforts of
Neighborhood PRIDE teams in each
section.

Neighborhood Name And Sign Pro-
gram: Ten of Bloomingdale’s 40 neigh-
borhood sections were not officially
named by the original developer The
BHA introduced this program to allow
homeowners in those sections to
choose a name and have entryway signs
installed. Currently, nine of those ten

sections are officially named; six
received new entryway signs.
Community Cleanup Days: The

BHA, with a grant from Hillsborough
County and the assistance of the Parks
& Recreation Dept., conducts annual
Community Cleanup Days to allow resi-
dents to dispose of household junk for
free at a convenient Natures Way loca-
tion (see story in this issue). The néxt
Cleanup Day, set for spring 2007, will be
announced ini the Gazette and on
www.bloomingdalegazette.com.
Bloomingdale Area Community
Council: The BHA suppotts the efforts
of the all-volunteer council and the

www.bloomingdalegazette.com ¢ OCTOBER 2006 ¢ TﬁE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE o 1’

Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office to
help keep Bloomingdale safe. The coun-
cil meets 7 p.m. on the third Thursday
each month at the Bloomingdale substa-
tion on Bell Shoals Road. Residents with
questions or concerns about law
enforcement issues are encouraged to
attend (see story in this issue). For infor-
mation call Bloomingdale Community
Resource Deputy Pete Maurer, (813)
635-8040.

Bloomingdale - Regional  Public
Library: The BHA actively petitioned
for a new library planned for south
Brandon to be located on Bloomingdale
Avenue. The BHA became the first cor-
porate level sponsor of the Friends of
the Bloomingdale Reglonal Public
Library.

Traffic/Roadway  Improvements:
The BHA works with Hillsborough
County officials and staff to implement
traffic and roadway improvements in
and around the Bloomingdale commu-
nity. BHA volunteers joined the com-
munity council’s drive for 2 new traffic
sighal recently installed on Bell Shoals
Rd. at Glenhaven Dx; 2 northbound left

turn lane installed on Bell Shoals Rd. at

Garnet; and a'traffic light at the corner
of Lithia-Pinecrest Rd. and Erindale
Drive. The BHA recently asked Hills-
borough County commissioners con-
sidering Pulte Homes’ request to build a
large development near the intersection
of Bell Shoals Rd. and FishHawk Blvd.
to require the developer to pay for

Continued From Page 9
forward to getting up.”

“I look forward to going to school,”
said oné boy whose eyes resembled big
blue marbles. “I like getting good grades
because I know if my grades are good,
my parents will take me to the skate
park.”

As the crowd dispersed and the
neighbors expressed a glut of satisfac-
tion, believing the deputy’s declaration
of the law was indisputable, I contem-
plated what would become of our youth
if they were not permitted to be kids,
content to skate and run and be free in
our communities.

What if kids were not allowed to play
outside of their homes? What if chil-
dren were banned from nding bicycles

and playing hopscotch in the street?
What if tossing a football meant impris-
onment? The “what 1f ’s” consumed my
mind.

Imagine we were required to keep our
kids indoors, confined for hours, play-
ing video games and lying around like
couch potatoes. Like caged animals, if
you will.

Every child expert in Amenca will
attest to the fact that kids need outlets,
especially boys, where they can exercise,
inhale fresh air and play sports, work out

their inherent anger and aggressions,

and get those endorphins flowing,

Do these people truly believe that
playing in the street is an act of malice?
That it is unacceptable behavior among

 Natural Balance

 Canidae
* [nnova ¢ |nnova Evo
o Nutro  Chicken Soup for the Pet Lovers
e Wellness e Bil-Jac
662-9296

BloomingdaleIRedSupply

“Dedicated to the Health and Spirit of Your Pet”
Cat Call Inc. Adoption Center of Brandon

v All Natural Holistic
Dog & Cat Foods

v Pet Crates & Cages

v’ Advantage/Frontline

v Collars, Leads
v Small Animal Feed
v Bird Supplies

0001866019-01

ten or twelve year olds to ride a bicycle
on a quiet, family street? Do they
believe that kids of every ethnicity ami-
cably playing a game of street tag is an
intolerable and indecent act? Do they
despise the joyful noise of children
laughing and playing?

As it turns out, the deputy — who
had warned that if another complaint
came in about my kids playing in the
street, law enforcement measures would
be taken — was absolutely incottect.

Cpl. Mark Clark, traffic coordinator
for the sheriff’s office disttict IV, set the
record straight without hesitation. Clark
said there is no such law in Hillsborough
County preventing children from safely

- playing in the street in front of their

improvements to Lithia-Pinecrest Rd.
and Bell Shoals Road (see story in this
issue).

Santa & Mxs. Claus: The BHA spon-
sors an annual visit with Santa & Mis.
Claus and a canned food drive to bene-
fit charitable organizations, held at the
community office each December.

Fourth Of July Parade: The BHA
invites all Bloomingdale residents to
participate in Brandon’s Fourth of July
parade in the association’s golf cart car-
avan. '

Chamber Of Commerce Roundtable
Charities

The BHA is a supporung member of
the Greater Brandon Chamber of Com-
merce and Brandon Roundtable Chari-
thS.

BHA board meeungs held 7:00 p. m.
on the ﬁrst Monday each month at the
community office, ate open to the pub-
lic. All Bloomingdale residents are invit-

‘ed to observe the proceedings or

address the board with their quesuons
and concerns.

~ Community Volu.nteer opportumtles
aré always available for residents in the
BHA area, from Scouts and high school
students to singles, families and senior
citizens.

For mote information about the
BHA or membership drive, please log
on to www.bloomingdalegazette.com,
e-mail
bloomingdale.homeowners@verizon
aet or call (813) 681-2051.

home.

I'was told by his office that the deputy
on call that day would be made aware of
his erroneous enforcement of a law that

did not exjst.

As p:rits, we must fight the good
fights, not only for our own kids, but for
any child who we witness being unfaitly
treated, harassed, verbally or physically
abused, or otherwise mistreated.

I sincerely hope the parents of chil-
dren who play joyfully in the street front
of their homes band together and stop
this outrageous assault on our children
and on our quality of life.

This is America. The kids are here to
stay, and they’te not going anywhere.
Plus, after all, the law is the law.

Keep Up To Date With
Market Trends In

Your Neighborhood.

Call today for your FREE - NO OBLIGATION
MARKET ANALYSIS on your home.

HYLL KULLA, Realtor®
“Your Hyll's borough Realtor”
Office 813-684-9500
Cell 813-767-2113

| hylkulla@kw.com - www.hylkulla.com

3110 Lithia Pinecrest Road, Valrico

RIVERVIEW - 11407

COCONUT ISLAND DR. |
Nearly new 4/2/2 Rivercrest
Community home close to
elementary school, daycare
| and community pool. Upgrades |

from brick pavers to ceramic
tlle Beautiful decorative touch!!
| $289,000. Cali for your viewing
today!! (813) 767-2113.

The best personalized transportation
for any occasion

® AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION
¢ SPECIAL EVENTS

,Zrm: Coz;aazate 529:1/1 _szc. L
813-657-5450 .4/icc 81 3- 655~0384 )ézzx

linoslimo@yahoo.com.
.unnn-“wwwlmmoorpomte CQMP'!’!ﬂ|mQFI
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5  THE |
CHADDERT®ON

YOUR BLOOMINGDALE SPECIALISTS

GROUP
KELLER WILLIAMS

R E A L T Y

Ray Chadderton Linda Genco Becky Jordan
3626 Erindale Dr. * Valrico 601-0597 699-1500 690-1157

Here are just a few of our Qutstanding Listings. Please give The Chadderton Group & call for a complete list of our inventory.
Are vou considering buying or seliing in 20067 Do you know of anyone thinking about buying or selling in 20067
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5BD/4.5BA 4BR/3BA ON THE 14TH . 3BD/2.5BA PLUS
PLUS HUGE BONUS ROOM! Exquisitely » $ $4l] 900 $ '
designed former builders scr. pool home it Ecée!elr:a‘wlAYd 1?535’002 Scr. pool/spa hon’le in Gated Golf Sell ?EN2V323,9000 "
gated Cambridge Cove of Bloomingdale. - g ana |/ acre guie Course Community. 8l181,70,0ay ~/w.0LLIOSIN LOFS,
cul-de-sac lotin FoxRun! - Scr. Pool Overlooking the 16th Tee in:

& i Gated Community. T
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3BD/2BA PLUS DEN 4BD/2BA $339,900 4BD/3BA 284,900 4BD/2.5BA POOL HOME!
$366,900 Scr. Pool/spa home on Screened pool home on a quiet MOVE-IN CONDITION! Granite $279.900 Family room
nearly 1/3 acre in Bloomingdale Ridge cul-de-sac in The Greens. _ counters, woqd cabinets, almost w/fireplac:e and fenced backyard.
with 3-car garage. . everything updated. Bloomingdale schools.

- e e c——
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3BD/2BA PLUS DEN 4BD/2BA SCREENED POOL 3BD/2BA NON 3BD/2BA $247,900

$269,900 $259,900 SUBDIVISION $248,500  mmediate occupancy fiand butt
Overlooking Lush Conservation Area Seller to pay 3% of Closing Costs. Huge bonus room, nearly 1/2 acre, Rl e{ in gas aét?ess | ocatignl
in Fishhawk Ranch. 2,206 Sq. Ft. on 1/3 Acre. fenced yard and room for RV or boat. P y >
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4BD/2BA FURNISHED 4BD/2BA AWESOME _ BDIZBA POOL . ~ 3BR/2BA $219,90
MODEL HOME! $239,900 HOME 239,900 POND $232,900 Model-like beauty with Xerioscape
Professionally decorated & loaded Well maintained, great room with Wow, what a value! Fish from your Iandscaplggiér;nsgtllgcﬁ?gngardens &
with upgrades. fireplace and lush manicured lot in backyard. Family room & formal rooms. :

Bloomingdale School District.

www.ChaddertonGroup.com
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