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Neighbors who want to rid their garages, attics, homes and yards of unwanted junk and debris not normally accepted at the curb
can dispose of the stuff for free at the BHA's Community Cleanup Day on Saturday, Oct. 13.

FREE DISPOSAL OF HOUSEHOLD JUNK

By LAURA FRAZIER

If your garage looks more like a stor-
age unit gone awry than a place to park
your cars, here’s your chance to unload
some of the random junk and make
room for the Beemer or the Hyundai. -

To help neighbors who want to rid
their garages, attics, homes and yards
of unwanted junk ard debris not nor-
mally accepted at the curb, the Bloom-
ingdale Homeowners Association Inc.

will hold a free Community Cleanup
Day on Saturday, Oct. 13.

Collection Centers throughout the -
county accept any.manner of trash and
junk six days a week, but the Bloom-
ingdale Cleanup Day, a free service
made possible by a grant from the
Hillsborough County Office of Neigh-
borhood Relations, BHA membership
dues, and the Hillsborough County
Parks Department, allows residents to

unload the junk at a convenient neigh-
borhood collection site.

The site, at the Hillsborough
County Parks Department main-
tenance unit on Natures Way, near
Alafia Elementary School, will open
at 8 a.m. The site will close when "~
all dumpsters are full, or at 3 p.m,,
whichever comes first.

See CLEAN UP, Page 6
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' MISSED OCTOBERFEST?

é COME CELEBRATE IT AT M.). BARLEYHOPPERS!

o Te—

JOIN US FOR OUR

OCTOBERFEST BASH

ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13TH
FROM 2PM-CLOSE.

AUTHENTIC GERMAN FOOD
- BEER SPECIALS
LIVE MUSIC
AND AN OUTDOOR BEER GARDEN

* - ~ PLUS THERE WILL BE FOOD AND
| BEER SPECIALS ALL MONTH LONG!

LOCATED IN THE WINTHROP TOWN CENTER
, @ THE CORNER OF BLOOMINGDALE AND PR_.OVIDENCE

813-341-8333

KIDS EAT FREE 67 N TUESDAY NIGHTS
WEDNESDAY o W ARE TEACHER'S
NIGHTS W ) NIGHT




B USINESS

Plaza Bella Nine Months
Later: Still Growing

By LINDA CHION KENNEY

It’s been nine months since
the wrecking ball came to render
obsolete the pink building with
green shutters that Roz and
Mark Creager first lived in and
then operated as The Green
Boutique.

Mark Creager was on site
Jan. 8, near the intersection of
Bloomingdale Avenue and Bell
Shoals Road; as a tractor hoe
rendered into a heap of trash the
last remains of the couple’s busi-
ness and former home.

“It doesn't take long for them
to knock it down,” Mark Crea-
ger said at the time.

Noted Roz Creager, in an
interview late last month: “Some
people miss the old store, still. It
probably had become a little bit
of a landmark for the area.”

Today, that “landmark” has
given way to the budding Plaza
Bella shopping center, a two-

building complex that includes
also a -standalone Peacock
Plume’s childcare center and a
Hillsboro Bank branch.

The Green Boutique had
previously been housed in the
green-shuttered storefront along
with an adjacent building, which
also was demolished.

Now, the store specializing
in gifts, home décor, apparel

-and jewelry, is a 5,000 square-
* foot presence in Plaza Bellas

main 36,000-square-foot build-
ing. The store, which also car-
ries Brighton collectibles and
the Vera Bradley line, officially
reopened for business Dec. 1.
“As much as the old building
had its charm, this is just such a
pleasure not to have the stresses
we had to worry about with the
old building,” Roz Creager said.
“We had definitely outgrown

it, and it’s so nice now to have

a Joading dock! It’s like a luxury
for us, and we no longer have to
worry about flooding.”

As October  began, Plaza

Bella was nearing completion

~on a 7,000 square-foot building

constructed more exactly on the
old Green Boutique location.

Creager said leases = were
pending and some spaces were
still available. On board is Joel's
Pizza Palace, featuring “pizza
like you have never tasted before”
and sandwiches and salads.

Creager is the daughter of
Dick Cimino, for whom the
elementary school off Culbreath
Road in Valrico .was named
posthumously. She remembers
Bloomingdale before it became
Bloomingdale, when a “huge,
pine tree forest” stood where
today’s Bloomingdale Square
shopping center is anchored by
Publix and Wal-Mart.
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The Green Boutique sign stood as a landmark of sorts for the Bloom-
ingdale community for decades. Progress has been noted with the
Plaza Bella shopping center marquee that features a greatly expanded
Green Boutique and a host of other tenants as well.

“Bloomingdale has been a
VEry, VEry supportive community
for us,”Roz Creager said. “People
come in to the store like they’re
your friend. It’s nice that people
are concerned and want us to do

well. It makes you feel good.”
Creager said she also hears

from people that they like the

mix of businesses in Plaza Bella.
Housed in Plaza Bella are:

See BELLA, Page 4
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Who Do You Trust in a Changing Market?
Through two World Wars, economic depression, hurricanes, earthquakes and more, we have
supported our customers in completing their transactions successfully for over 100 years.

We’ll Be Here for You. Trust Your Next Dansaction fo dell Banker.
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By LINDA CHION KENNEY

B USINESS

Mayor, Director Helps judge “Best Scarecrow”

This time of the year it’s a
no-brainer to patch pumpkins
into the mix for a popular fall
fundraiser.

But that wasn’t enough for
Roz and Mark Creager, who
picked their brains to dig up
something different for their
Plaza Bella shopping center.

And so the first annual
“Scare the Crow” fundraiser is
scheduled for Oct. 13 at the
shopping center just east of the
intersection of Bloomingdale
Avenue and Bell Shoals Road.

“We're inviting businesses
and schools to build scare-
crows, and then offer them up
for a silent auction to benefit
the charity of their choosing,”
Roz Creager said. “They can
take pictures, we'll take pic-
tures, and there will be some
real-life ‘scarecrows’ on hand as
well.”

Brandon Honorary Mayor
George T. May IV, also a
member of the Bloomingdale
Homeowners Association, will
serve as a celebrity judge.

“'m a good judge,” said
May, who noted that from
2002 through 2006 he helped
judge the Brandon Fourth of
July Parade. “I can be bribed
very easily!” ]

Awards will be given in
three categories, recogniz-
ing the “trendiest,” “best,” and
“brainiest” scarecrows. The

Linda Chion Kenney/Photo

Roz Creager, who with her family owns The Green Boutique and Plaza Bella shopping center on Bloomingdale Avenue, said this month's “Scare
the Crow” fundraiser will become an annual event.

Crow Award will be given to
the “best all-around” scare-
CIrow.

- “We'’re just having fun with
this,” Creager said. “We want
to help raise funds for a good

“cause, but with a sense of

humor.”

The event runs from 10
am. to 6 p.m. and includes
activities for kids, a wine tast-
ing, music, face-painting and
door prizes.

Each attendee will receive a

Realtor Has Record Month

A Gazette Report

Keller Williams Realty of Brandon recently announced
Realtor Steve Moran had a record month for August, listing
and closing more than $5 million in real estate for the month.
Moran has been recognized as the top agent in the company
and finished in the top 200 in the country out of over 72,000
Keller Williams agents. Moran said, “"My sellers are starting to
price their homes according to the market.” He also attributes
much of his success to his assistant, Tina Beall. Contact Moran
at (813) 661-2476 or realtormoran@aol.com.

“Scare the Crow” card to take
around to Plaza Bella busi-
nesses. No purchase is neces-

sary, but a stamped card “buys”

very nice gift basket, with gift
certificates and items from our
tenants.”

Creager plans to make Scare

the Crow an annual event.
For information contact
Creager at (813) 685-9494.

a chance for a grand prize
drawing, Roz Creager said.

The prize, she added, is “a

BELLA :

From page 3

Salon Essence Salon & Spa; Vino 100; Planet Beach tanning spa;
Bella Granite and Stone; Robeks Juice; Orange, a contemporary gifts
and home accessories retailer; Joffrey’s Coffee and Ice Cream Café
and the upcoming Tussie Mussie’s tea room.

The two-story Plaza Bella building also houses the Brandon Area
Psychology Group, Core Fitness Studio, MRM Properties, DND
Consultants, A&A Mortgage, UBuildIt, Electric Sales, Southern
Title and the Bivins & Hemenway law firm.

In their new roles as retail center developers Roz Creager said she
and her husband, along with their son, Matt, will never forget the
role the Green Boutique has played in their lives.

“It gave us our start,” she said. “We never could have achieved
what we achieved without starting, literally, from the very bottom
and working over the years with the support of the community.”

For Plaza Bella leasing information call (813) 689-0523.

SAY YOU SAW I'T IN THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE




Brandon Fresh Market Reopens Today

By LINDA CHION KENNEY

Homemade and handmade
are the conditions necessary to
participate in Olga Santama-
ria’s market, where fresh rules
the day and commerce comes
from the heart.

“The fresh market is a group
of people who believe in the
idea that the community needs
a place to gather and to meet
friends,” Santamaria said. “It’s a
farmers’ market that gives arti-
sans a place to sell items that are
unique, beautiful and artistic.”

Lots of fresh produce, too,
is on tap for the return of the
Brandon Fresh Market at Win-
throp Town Centre, just west of

Bloomingdale off Bloommgdale
Avenue at Providence Road.

Now in its third year, the
market opened at Winthrop for
the first time last season. Sant-
amaria said some of her vendors
in the past have gone on to open
their own businesses, and she
encourages the entrepreneurial
spirit that entices people to the
fresh market.

“That’s something  that
makes me feel very, very proud,
to give back to the people,” she
said. “To have a place where
people can show and sell their
items and have their own busi-
nesses.”

The market is promoted

to “represent a wide variety of
ethnicities and nationalities,
contributing to a rich, multicul-
tural experience of food, crafts
and music.” It runs Saturdays
through May, starting Oct. 6,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The cost
to vendors is $25 a day or $80
a month.

Santamaria said the market-

welcomes everybody who makes
things or grows things.

“We look for anything that
is handmade or that you can
find in a farmers market. If
somebody has a special family

recipe, and no kitchen in which
to make it, we can provide a
kitchen and get a hcense,” she
said.

Santamaria herself will be
selling fresh-baked German
bread. At the end of September,
she was one of a growing list of
21 confirmed vendors. At least
eight additional vendors are
expected by the market’s open.

In addition to plenty of fresh
produce, other offerings include
plants, fresh-cut flowers, jams,
jellies, pickles, crepes, shrimp,
antique tools, custom gifts,

inspirational items, gourmet
popcorn, photographs, photo
tiles, items from Scotland,
handmade quilts, silver jewelry,
goat cheese, used books, hand-
crafted tables, Hungarian Kkifli
(walnut cookies) and nutraceu-
tical supplements. Also likely
are gift cards, seasonal items,
garden designs in clay, mosa-
ics, embroidery, oils, spices and
Chinese paintings.

For more informa-
tion contact Santamaria at
(813) 748-0441 or go to
www.brandonfreshmarket.com.

KEEP YOUR PET SAFE !

Now Available heavy duty pet screen
for your enclosure. TS

Pool & Screen Room
Enclosure Repair
and Rescreening

THE SCREEN DOCTOR

Licensed ¢ Bonded » Insured

0002256762-M

813-727-3363

e Lawn
Maintenance

* Mulching

* Fertilizing

MONTHLY RATES -
Services Include

Call Jeff for Free Estimate
Lithia Office 737-6707 ¢ Cell 503-2828

e

N,

No CONTRACTS

* Tree Trimming
* Planting

* Sod Laying

» Weed Killing

NOW
OPEN

621 Victoria St., our
2nd location in

North Brandon

Rail-Road-Themed
Office and Exam Roonis

Separate Well-Visit and
Sick-Visit Entrances

Courtesy Prenatal visits choose your
Pedlatrlchn before your baby is bom

621 Victoria St.
Brandon, Florida 33510

(813) 655-0292

8am-8pm Mon-Thurs
8am-5pm Fri

FLU
SHOTS
NOW

AVAILABLE M

" NADAL PEDIATRICS

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS

Florencio A. Nadal, M.D., FA.A.P.
Mark Kanarek, M.D., FA.A.P.
Alicia Medrano Ong, M.D., FA.A.P.
Janet M. Buckley, A.R.N.P.
RosalLinda P.Tiongco, A.R.N.P.
Joyce I Young, A A. N P

376 East Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 681-7101
8am-5pm Mon-Fri

www.nadalpediatrics.com

0002203169-01
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Your Inside Connections

BLOOMINGDALE HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION INC.

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594

Phone: (813) 681-2051

Fax: (813) 684-2358

E-mail: bloomingdale.homeowners@verizon.net
Office hours: Monday through Thursday,
7am.tollam. - i

Meetings: first Monday each month, 7 p.m.

Web site: www.bloomingdalegazette.com
President: Joe Hickle ,

Vice president: Stanley Lee; Treasurer: Pam Liguori
Directors: Ted Grable, Don Grevart, Shelia Harris,
Lydia Harrod; Dale Kahn, George May and

Myron Magedanz.

BLOOMINGDALE SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICT

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
Phone: (813) 684-6667

Fax: (813) 684-2358

E-mail: bloomingdale.district@verizon.net
Office hours: Monday through Thursday,
8 a.m. to noon

Meetings: second Monday each month, 7 p.m.
President: Thom Snelling

Vice president: Russell Jones

Treasurer: David West

Corresponding Secretary: David Steck
Property manager: Al Devney

. Trustees: Joe Harless; Joe Liguori and James Laughlin

BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

THE BLOOMINGDALE

GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980

3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 7 am. to 11a.m.
Ph: (813) 681-2051, Fax: (813} 684-2358
E-Mail: bloomingdale.homeowners@verizon.com
Web site: www.bloomingdalegazette.com

GAZETTE STAFF

Executive Director: Joe Liguori
Editor: Laura Frazier

THE GAZETTE IS PUBLISHED BY SUNBELT NEWSPAPERS
Publisher: Carla Floyd
505 W. Robertson St., Brandon, FL 33511
Ph: (813) 657-4500

Advertising: 627-1322
The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along
with The Tampa Tribune on the first Saturday of each month.

CLEANUP

From page 1

Residents are asked to limit
drop-offs to one trip per person.
In addition, trailers with more
than one axle cannot be accom-
modated, and waste from com-
mercial businesses will not be

accepted.
Acceptable items include
appliances, mattresses, water

heaters, televisions, steel and
other metals, furniture, non-
commercial construction debris
and tires will be accepted.

Some items cannot be

accepted, including yard waste
or regular houschold trash nor-
mally picked up at the curb and
hazardous materials including
paint, batteries, propane tanks,
household chemicals, electron-
ics and waste from commercial
activities. To dispose of those

items for free, please see the
County Collection Center infor-
mation in this issue.

More neighbors are needed
to staff the collection site and
help residents unload their cars.
To help, e-mail bloomingdale.

homeowners@verizon.net or call

(813) 681-2051; please leave a
message with your name and
phone number and the hours
you are available to help. High
school students and Scouts can
earn community service hour
credits for assisting with this
project. '

17602 U.S. 301 South | Wimauma, FL | 33598
3 miles south of Hwy. 674. Licensed and insured | Wholesale & Retail

Sod | Palms | Pots | Plants | Fountains | Decorative Stones

Visit Us For The BEST Price & Selection in Town!

30 Acres Of Palms And Tropical Plants
Residential & Commercial Landscaping ServicesAvailable

813-642-9744 | 813-388-3364

. Expires 10-26-07
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Station 27 Open
House Set For Oct. 13

A Gazette Report

Bloomingdale Volunteer Fire
Department Station 27 will hold
its annual Open House on Oct.
13 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
station, 4705 Bloomingdale Ave.,
east of Lithia-Pinecrest Road.
The community is invited to
meet the firefighters, experience
safety, rescue and fire-related
demonstrations and enjoy a free
lunch of hamburgers, hot dogs,
snacks and soda.

Station 27, protecting and
serving the Bloomingdale area
since 1973, is staffed entirely by
volunteers and is funded primar-
ily by donations. The depart-
ment responds to nearly 1,500

emergencies each year, as part of
the Hillsborough County Fire-
Rescue Service.

The department wants a few
.more volunteers to supplement
the men and women currently
manning the station. Qualified
volunteers must be at least 18
years of age, reasonably physi-
cally fit, have no criminal record
and must be driven to meet the
unique challenges of training and
a mission in modern fire service.

For information about the
Bloomingdale Volunteer Fire
Department, volunteer oppor-
tunities or the open house, call
(813) 744-5906 or go to www.
engine27.com.
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_up-and-coming male actor.

Acting Bug Is All In The Family

Outside the James McCabe
Theater, after the Sept. 22
Village Players of Valrico
staging of "Moonshine," the
Hickies of Bloomingdale

take an impromptu bow.
David Hickie and his children,
Connor and Shannon, are

no strangers to the stage.

The trio appeared in last
summer's Stagedoor Per-
forming Arts production of
"Oliver!" Connor, a Burns
Middle School student,
recently received the MONTI
community theater award for

" LINDA CHION KENNEY/Photo
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FAST SERVICE & LOWEST UPS RATES!

o Shipping  Document Services

= Packaging e B & W Copies

* Freight e Color Gopies

« Shipping Supplies * Fax Services

» Postal Services  Scanning Services 5
e Mailbox Services e Shredding Services g
» Notary Service g

IN VALRICO
WITH

Your Auto Dealer
Alternative

o Tires * Alignment  Brake Service

© Tune-Ups * Transmission Flush

o Coolant Flush = Fuel System Cleaning
* A/C Service @ Shocks & Struts

o Scheduled Warranty Service

» General Repairs  Belts » Hoses

5 OFF

FULL SERVICE
OIL CHANGE

Not Valid with other offers.
Exp. 10/31/07 (BNS)

& SERVICE CENTER

O . S S S e -

0% OFF:

ANY MAINTENANCE or
1 REPAIR SERVICE

Not Valid with other offers.
1 Exp. 10/31/07 (BN10) _

I:----

3231 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.

813.643.7200

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8am-6pm Sat. 8am-5pm Sun Closed

5
S AICHELIN

‘We have plenty of ot

1(.

...to make your smile bri;
Whitening ¢ Crowns & Bridges ¢ Dental implants
Oral Sedation Available « Most Procedures Completed In Office

Insurance Filed For Ypu o Extended Payment Plans Available
Care Credit Provider » Now Accepting New Patients

ww Y
BRANT

CALL TODAY

662-9233

to schedule your appointment

D.M.D.

Prachcmg Fine Cosmetic
& Restorahve Dentistry

1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE « BRANDON

www.drbrantwade.com

0002262315-01
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BHA: Community Plan Must Include Bloomingdale

By LINDA CHION KENNEY

Too much, too little, too late is how Bran-
don’s honorary mayor and Bloomingdale
Homeowners Association board ‘member
George May assesses the county’s push to get
community plans on the books.

~ The idea to involve community members
in decisions that could affect how their neigh-
borhoods look in years to come is a good one,
May said. But involving Brandon so late in
the game, and then breaking Bloomingdale
and Valrico off into separate timelines, he
added, is a concern that should mobilize the
greater Brandon community to action.

“We need 50 or more people to show up
at the next Brandon Community Plan meet-
ing,” May said. The meeting is scheduled for
Oct. 22 at 6 p.m. at Westminster Presbyte-
rian Church, 402 E. Lumsden Road, between
Bryan Road and Parsons Avenue.

“Brandon is larger than what the county
has established with its (community plan)
boundaries,” May said. “And Seffner will
probably have a fit when it sees how far north
the Brandon boundaries go.”

Seffner’s community planning began in
September, a month’s after Brandon’s.

Moreover, May added, 17 community plans
—including those for Riverview and Wimauma
-- were developed before Brandon's. And now
that Brandon is in play, two of its largest com-
ponents — Bloomingdale and Valrico — won't
even be included, May said.

Even worse, he added, Valrico and Bloom-
ingdale will have to wait two years and four
years, respectively, for their community plan-
ning to begin.

“We would like to see all of the communi-

ties be able to plan together, instead of having
Brandon planned now, Valrico two years later
and Bloomingdale not until 2011,” said Laura
Simpson of the Greater Brandon Chamber of
Commerce. “A lot can happen in that plan-
ning time period.”

May noted that Bloomingdale’s time for
planning is already long past, making it even
more essential to get the new guidelines on
the books fast to address upkeep, upgrades
and reconstructions.

“What else is there to do in Blooming-
dale?” he said. “You're going to put a plan

together after everything is already devel- -
oped? The cart is before the horse in this situ-

ation. There’s nothing left to accomplish. But
this plan would eliminate discussions over
such things as whether we should replace our
sidewalks with concrete or asphalt, and how
Lithia-Pinecrest Road should look after it is
widened through Brandon, Bloomingdale and
Valrico.”

Hillsborough County officials initiated
community plans in 1998, aiming to involve
citizens in a planning process for such things
as roads, development, signs, sidewalks, and
community identity.

“You don’t have control over these deci-
sions, but you can voice your opinion on

-them,” Simpson said.

The chamber, too, would like to see a more
comprehensive Brandon Community Plan.

“ITt would be nice to see some continuity
driving from Brandon through Bloomingdale
and Valrico to FishHawk,” Simpson said.“We
are a connected community with each area
having its own identity, but there should be
some continuity.”

BHA Calls On All
HOA Reps

Joe Hickle, president of the Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association Inc., has written a letter to the presidents of every
homeowners association in Bloomingdale to implore them to
speak up on the community planning process.

“Any such plan that the county may undertake specifically
for the Bloomingdale community would not be until 2011,”
Hickle said. “We at the BHA would like to explore how the

Bloomingdale community could be incorporated into this’

greater Brandon Community Plan at this time, rather than
waiting until 2011 to address certain issues in our area.”

The cause, he contends, is not yet lost.

“Incorporation of Bloomingdale into the Brandon plan
might be possible is a majority of the homeowners associa-
tions within Bloomingdale voice their desire to the county.”

Already, the cause has a staunch supporter.

“The Greater Brandon Chamber of Commerce has a large
voice with Hillsborough County and they would support the
incorporation of Bloomingdale into the overall plan,” Hickle
noted. “We stand a much better chance of the county listening
to us when they know we have the connection and the backing
of the chamber.”

Homeowners association presidents are asked to send a
copy of the letters they write to the Bloomingdale Homeown-
ers Association, 3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594.

Letters to the county should be addressed to Joseph
Incorvia, AICP, Manager, Community Planning & Growth
Management Department, P.O. Box 1110, Tampa, FL. 33601-
1110.

- Linda Chion Kenney

SPECIAL OFFER: receive 2 Free Lights with an
installation of 10 or more. Ask about 12-Month
No Interest Financing.

OUTDOOR LIGHTING

SO PERFECT

_you may never leave home

Trust the experts at Outdoor Lighting Perspectives to design
and install custom landscape lighting that sets your home apart.

Call today for your free nighttime lighting demonstration and
complimentary consultation.

.813.237.03490
QutdoorLights.com

OUTDOORL &M TING
PE

RSPECTI!IVES®

&"i?"_'E?Gﬁl-EITs
pie

0002239316-01




Chris outsells the average Realtor more than 10-1!

OVER 1.5 GORGEOUS ACRES!
Great lot In a very secluded and mature section of Riverview.
Gorgeous property with septic and well. Access to the Alafia River
and gorgeous viewsg

OWNER SAYS SELL!

Wow, Great Brandon Pool Home with 3 Bedraoms 2 Bath, 1650SF with
Florida Room, Fenced Yard, Tiled Floors, Updated Kitchen, Split Fioor Plan,
New Roof, Minutes to Interstate. Best Home Best Price
$199,500

SOUTH BRANDON POOL HOME!

Loaded 3 bedroom 2 bath with heated poo! and spa. Featuring wood
floors, vaulied ceilings, remodeled master garden bath, gorgeous
landscaping with fenced yard. Convenient Location!
$200,000

For a FREE quick evaluation of your
home'’s value over the internet visit
www.813HouseValues.com

GORGEOUS HOME!

- This 4 bedroom/2 bath/3 car garage home sits on an oversized
homesite nestied under large oak trees in a private gated community.
18 inch tile, maple cabinets, iarge family room, upgraded master
bathroorn vaulted cellJngs absolutely gorgeous!.

GORGEOUS POOL HUME'
Spectacular 4 Bed 2 Bth Pool Home, in wek established Valrico Community.
Nearty 1/3 acre fenced yard, this home has pienty of room to roam. Tiled
flooring, updated kitchen, large poo! with screen enclosure. Owner is very
motivated and says BRING ALL OFFERS!
$255,000

SUPER DEAL!
4 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 CG homs located in one of the best communities in
the area. Features tile, wood flooring, new carpet, fresh paint, beautiful
ceiling fan, tray celllna in the master, umam bedrooms, fenced yard,
conservation view, many upgrades. M d seller says “Bring Offers!”

$209,900

Search for homes like the agénfé do!

Best Home Search Tool in Tampa Bay
www. MetroTampaMLS.com

813.425.5923

Chris Johnson

#19 of 44,300 Sales Associates in Mid Florida
Top Producing Agent 2005-2006

WWW. JohnsonHomeTeam com

JOHNSON

[REALTY GROUP|

Signature Realty
Associates

_ VALRICO JEWEL!
4 bedroom/2 bath home in gorgeous gated community. Golf course
frontage, 3-way split plan, Corian counters, black appliances,
- maple cabinetry, very spacious and open floor plan,
community pool, fitness, playground!

FREE POOL!
Mature neighborhood on tree-lined cul-de-sac in the heart of Brandon,
just minutes from I-75 and Crosstown. Beautiful home is completely
remodeled and features spacious kitchen with new stainless steel
appliances & bar, family room w/vaulted ceilings, natural wood floors and
porcelain & ceramic tile throughout. Baths w/spa-like features, bedrooms
w/loads of closet space, large peol, covered lanai and ility shed.

OVER 2/3 ACRE IN GORGEOUS
SEMINOLE HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD
Looking for a change? For sale is a 2/1 nearly 1,4005F of home with loads of
potential. The home has an updated kitchen, tled ficoring, block construction
with 2 car garage and huge lot. This lot could be separated into 2 parcels,
You have to see to bellave. vﬁymﬂwatedmwmkanﬂaﬂ 3220000

Facing Foraclnsures, Need to Sell but owe more
than it's worth, contact us today to find out how we
can help you avoid foreclosure and sell your home!

(813) 425-5923

“Chris was there to help with whatever we needed. We can't think of anything else he needs

to do to provide a more positive real estate experience. He'’s the best!” -

The Hardemans
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Fundraiser To Benefit Bloomingdale High Student

By LINDA CHION KENNEY

The first sign came at age 12,
when Brett Reed, now a Bloom-
ingdale High School freshman,
started walking on his tip-toes.

Tests ensued .and he was
discovered to have Friedreich’s
Ataxia, a rare and degenerative
disease that rapidly takes away
motor and sensory coordination.

“We found out through DNA
testing that it’s a genetic disor-
der,” sajd Brett’s mother, Carol
Reed. “It’s in both my husband’s
and my families, but it goes back
SO many generations we w_eren’t
aware of it.”

“At this point, there’s no cure,”
she added. “It’s a very debilitat-
ing disease. In three years, Brett
is in a wheelchair and he has a
low-tone hearing loss and slurred
speech. The disease attacks the
muscles and the senses.”

That’s where the Oct. 27 “Be
4 B” fundraiser at the Winthrop
Pole Barn comes in. Proceeds
from the Family Fun Fall Fes-
tival will benefit Brett, 15, and
more specifically the aquatic
therapy he needs to keep his
muscles loose.

“It helps him to have his
muscles a little looser so he’s not
so stiff,” Carol Reed said. “He’s
very much affected from the
waist down. It doesn't slow him
down any, though. He’s every-
where in that wheelchair, but we
need to keep his muscles as loose
as possible.”

JFamily friend and fall festi-
val volunteer Joyce Strickland
said that is a main reason to help
Brett secure therapy.

" “He’s a very typical teenager,
except that he has a life-threat-
ening disease,” she said. “It

limits him to what he’s able to
do, but with this aqua therapy
it will help maintain the muscle
strength that he has for as long
as possible.”

Insurance for this year’s
therapy has run out and Brett’s
family and friends hope to raise
enough money to secure further
therapy at Brandon Sports 8
Aquatic Center through True
Blue Therapy.

“Brett’s at the point now
where it’s one of the best thera-
pies for him because his body is
able to move in the water, where
it can’t on land,” said family
friend and festival volunteer
Laura Folin, “You're not fight-
ing gravity in the water and so
he’s able to exercise his muscles
for a longer period of time in the
water. We want him to continue
exercising in the water on a reg-

ular basis so he doesn’t lose the
amount of coordination he has
right now.”

Time is of the essence, Folin
said.

“Without this help, Brett’s
disease will further take away his
ability to maintain independent
mob111ty and that could be dev-
astation,” she said. “The time to
work on it is now. It’s not some-
thing you can put on hold for
two or three months and pick it
up later, when it’s convenient or
the insurance kicks in. Not with
a neurological disease. The com-
munity has to come together to
be here for this child. T would
love to see that.”

Vendors are invited to join
the Family Fun Fall Festival
with a $35 or $75 registration
fee, good for a 10-by-10 or 20-
by-20 space, respectively. %en—

dors are responsible for bringing
their own table and for setting
up, from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., and
tearing down.

The event runs from 10 a.m.
to dusk. Admission is free but
tickets will be sold for raffles
and such things as pony rides,
face-painting, and bouncy-
ball participation. Live music,
a silent auction, karaoke, arts
and crafts and a fresh market
are on tap as well. Food, too,
will be sold.

Contact Laura Folin at 671-
0037 or e-mail benefit4b@gmail.
com. Contributions payable to
Brett Reed should be addressed
to: Carol Reed, 3418 Cade Lane,
Valrico, FL. 33596. The Win-
throp Pole Barn is at 11349
Bloomingdale Ave. in Riverview,
just west of Bloomingdale and
east of Providence Road.

SAY YOU SAWIT IN THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE
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Chlldren’s Haspltal

of Tampa

BRANDON

NEWS & TRIBUNE

Congregation Beth Shalom of Brandon presents the Third Annual

All Jazzed Up - An Evening of Auctions
Saturday, Nov. 3, 7 p.m

Crowne Plaza Hotel _
10221 Princess Palm Ave., Tampa
$25 per person

AJ Ross Galleries

Half the proceeds of ticket sales go to St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital Pediatric Oncology unit.
For more information or to purchase tickets, go to alljazzedupauction@yahoo.com
or call Carol Balent at (813) 681-6547.

=

CROWNE PLAZA

TAMPA EAST

LIFE. PRINTED DAILY:

Enjoy live jazz music, heavy hors d'oeuvres, beer
and wine, as well as silent and live auctions.
There also will be an art auction presented by

Bid on a sponsor-decorated hat for $5 and -
participate in “Hats Off,” a fun bidding and hat
swap game to raise money for Team Survivor,
a women’s cancer Survivor group.

TAMPA TRIBUNE

Cmaﬂgym

0002251838-0n

A

0002250976-01

)

sgiving!
fBeasons

(Ercchngs‘
kﬂerﬂj
(;hmstmasi

You might think it sounds too early, but this is the time

to begin planning your interior decorating projects for the holiday

season, Creating a wonderful place to gather and entertain

family, friends and neighbors for the holidays takes time and

preparation. By ordering now, you will not only be able to take

advantage of my fall sale, but also be able to relax and enjoy the

holidays in your beautifully decorated “new”home. Call now to

schedule your appointment and beat the holiday rush!

813-671-9904

www.decdens.com/pvalore
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Series Open To
Community

A Gazette Report

Free Jewish adult education
classes taught by Rabbi Betsy
Torop are offered this month at
Congregation Beth Shalom in
Brandon. .

“Back To The Sources," held
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays
Oct. 9, 16, 23 and 30, explores
the questions “What is midrash?”
and, “Is it really possible to read
and understand the Talmud?”The
class examines the backgrounds
of the texts from the Bible, the
Talmud and the Zohar. together.

“Bible and Bagels,” a special
study session set for Shabbat
morning, 10 a.m. to noon on Oct.
13, will offer a lively and partici-

patory look at the weekly Torah

portion, and a nosh of course!
Congregation Beth Shalom,
a Reform synagogue, is at 706
Bryan Road in Brandon. Infor-
mation: (813) 681-6547 or go to
www.bethshalom-brandon.org.

County Offers
Caregivers
Seminar

A Gazette Report

The Hillsborough County
Department of Aging Services
is partnering with the Johnnie B.
Byrd, Sr. Alzheimer's Center and
Research Institute to present a
Financial Preparedness Seminar
for Caregivers. The free seminar
will cover topics such as legal
advice, money management and
financial planning.

In evaluating the long-
term care needs of loved ones,
it .is important for caregivers
to consider financial options.
Long-term financial planning is
important for everyone, but it is
crucial when you are coping with
the expense of chronic illnesses
such as Alzheimer's disease or
dementia. s

The seminar will take place
Oct. 6, from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the Brandon Senior Center,
612 N. Parsons Ave. Lunch will
be provided, and respite care is
available. To reserve a seat or for
more information call (813) 319-
4115.

The g‘am;mm art f?/(id&’?/{ Kids | D i _‘

prevides Wigh quality care from
6 weeks up to 12 months.

Kids'R'Kids is proactive in keeping a home/school connection with each child and his family.

Our infant caregivers make certain parents are informed about the high quality care thelr baby receives m
educational programs designed to be developmentally appropriate. Through planned experiences,

your baby will gain vital skills: Soft, cozy areas that allow children ample space and opportunity to . [
strengthen the muscles and age-appropriate play spaces, for fresh air and outdoor activities, » -

Our warm and loving atmosphere gives children a safe and secure feeling, You can return to work
with the peace of mid that your child Is in loving hands and our top priority is the healthy growth and
development of your child. .

There’s even a webcam for a look at your little one during the day.

VPK, Preschool and Before and After School Childcare

SCHOOL OF QUAITY LEARNING
Call 657-6200

A NAEYC ACCREDITED CENTER
www.KidsRKidsValrico.com ¢ 4321 Lynx Paw Trail, Valrico
{Across from Lithia Springs Elementary)

CHC#431024

0002256642-01

Before and After School student transportation to & from Alafia, Bevis, Lithia Springs, Cimino & FishHawk Creek

TBO.com, Keyword: The world is your oyster when you live in the moment.

Unmatched
~ experfise means
 unmaiched comfort

6 Months

No Payments
Same As Cash*

Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. ' 25?
RSSI!in?FL 335704504 PRISID ﬁsﬂ?ﬁgn :
813-641-1811 =
CAC1814397 >
el % www.wilhelmhtgandac.com
i > Free estimates on replacement equipment il
> Factory-trained NATE certified technicians ~ - adfioximn

=~ i > No extra charge Saturdays or Sundays

Finance charges will accrue on the purchase from the date of purchase but no minimum monthly payments will be due prior to the promotion
expiration date as indicated on your billing statement, and if you pay the cash sales price of the purchase prior to the promation expiration date,

Turn to the Experts.

1o finance charges willbe due on the purchase, Standard APR is 19.50%; Default Rate APR is 26,99%. Miimum monthly finance charge is $.50.
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New EPC Rules Codify Current Practices

By AL HIGGINBOTHAM
Hillsborough County Commissioner,
District IV

The Hillsborough County
Environmental Protection Com-
mission has been in the headlines
a lot lately. For several months,
we've been working to strike a
delicate balance between govern-
mental fiscal responsibility and
strong protection for important
natural resources, like wetlands.
I serve as the vice-chair of the
EPC, and have taken my duties
seriously in the last two months
to protect our natural resources in
a responsible way.

In June, the members of the
Board of County Commission-
ers, sitting as the Environmental
Protection Commission, voted
four-to-three to do away with
local oversight and protections
for wetlands. I was joined by two
commissioners in opposing that
vote, because I believed that if we

worked together to resolve con-
flicts with and within the EPC,
we could come to a solution
that would maintain our local
oversight and protection while
addressing valid concerns about
EPC enforcement efforts.

Unfortunately, some cast the
four commissioners who voted
to do away with the wetlands
division of the EPC in a nega-
tive light when they were work-
ing from similar values to those
I hold; they just approached the
problem in a different way.

I approached the concerns
at the EPC with three goals in
mind: 1) eliminating unnecessary
government waste, 2) improving
customer service, and 3) main-
taining the same, strong protec-
tions our wetlands enjoy today.

In a unanimous vote on Aug.
16, the EPC board adopted
a “hybrid” wetlands program
proposed by EPC staff. EPC

executive director, Dr. Rick Gar-

1ity, characterized the hybrid by

saying, “This is not some theo-
retical pie-in-the-sky proposal...
It’s an innovative proposal It has
real process improvements.”

Some have mischaracterized
the hybrid proposal as a compro-
mise, implying that both sides
gave up something and no one
is happy. I'd like to assure you the
hybrid is not a compromise — it is
the marriage of good science with
regulatory common-sense. It
achieves our goals of eliminating
government waste by reducing
duplication, improving customer
service by providing regulation
that is predictable and consis-
tently applied, and it maintains
extra protection for Hillsbor-
ough’s wetlands above that of the
state and federal authorities.

Wetlands serve many impor-
tant purposes for both the
economy and the ecology of

Hillsborough  County. They

serve as natural water carrying.

and storage systems, preventing
flooding that would be costly to
fix through artificial means. They
filter contiminants out of sur-
face waters, purifying our rivers,
streams, and the bay. They pro-
vide natural habitat for a host of
organisms and animals and the
feeding grounds for birds like the
American white ibis.

The day after that original
vote in June, I met with Dr. Gar-
rity at a sandwich shop close
to our downtown offices. We
immediately set about the work
of addressing the valid concerns
my colleagues and I have heard
from farmers, developers, and
many others who have dealings
with the EPC.

The newwetland rulesadopted
by the EPC do not diminish the
strong protections afforded by
our local EPC. Instead, they

N E W DO

codify current regulatory prac-
tice, putting in black-and-white
what we've already been doing.
These rules provide transparency
and consistency in the regulatory
process, taking the guess-work
out of how to best protect wet-
lands. These rules help those
who do business with the EPC
to be responsible.

Contact Hillsborough County
Commissioner Al Higginbotham
at (813) 272-5740 or higginbo-
thama@hillsboroughcounty.org.

PET SITTING

YOUR PET, YOUR HOME,
MY CARE

licensed * bonded * insured

. Do you go on a,lot of business trips?

Are you going on vacation?

Do you work long hours?

: If you answered YES to any of these
= then call us today for our GREAT RATES!

" HOME & PET CARE

0002256673-01

657-5920

| New Studio
Grand Opening October 21, 2007
- 5:00 pm

1:00 pm

Finatist
Brandon Chamber
Smzall Business
of the Year 2007

14 + BASHLD STIEL » CHROME » BRIGHT BRASS » ROMAR STOME Wikl  BRUSHED ALUMMIUM = MATTE BLACK » TEXTURED WHITE  CHERAYWFOOD = QAN « WINTE » MAROGANY * PURE WHITE « WALIUT o TEAK » BUACK < BLEACHED QAX ~ HOREY OAK »

Thousands of Styls'

MODELS SHOWN NOT PRICED 'I|ERE

.nA”;g SFR

NEW TAMPA
:994-3422

,com 50 STI]HESQTIUHWIDE

CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
,969-3095

ST PEI'E SEMINOLE CI.EARWATER PTRIO-IEY

qQUIET I?Mlﬂ'}' FANS FOR OVER 28 YEARS!

"America’s Larg

*:685-6130
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N
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SPRING HILL
5,688-3267

-
i
5
i
:
|
-
:
|

Fan Retailer!"®

LAKELAND %3644-4714

WINTER HAVEN #:299-277

TRINITY OCALA *,237-6999
"5816-970

000Z235013-02
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Silk Arrangements ® Gourmet © Fruit ® Candy © Gift Baskets
"World Wide Delivery TELEFLORA

50% OFF Any One Item With This Ad In-Store Only Exp. 10/31/07
A FLOWER SHOP

'\29E, B\oomingdalé AV?_' Br

@oo th

THE PORTRAIT GALLERY
...because life does not wait

be‘& Aﬂowershop@verlzon net

+0-0955522000

813.571.2100 www.hbphoto.com
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Trick or Treat for UNICEF

VY RN AR
LESLIE WHITE/Photo
Linda Dehring, manager of Greg's Hallmark in Bloomingdale Square,
organizes collection boxes for UNICEF, the United Nations Interna-
tional Children’s Emergency Fund. All area Hallmark stores are offer-
ing free “Trick or Treat for UNICEF” boxes, while supplies last, for kids
who want to collect donations on Halloween night.

Stories about children for children!
DeLano Dean
Fights Sleep

& Milky Rabby

ISBN#
1-4134-4927-1

The first
Two Stories

in the Grizzle
Children

by Aunt Arlene Series

purchase online @
www.xlibris.com/bookstore
or 1-888-795-4274 ext. 876 g
For autographed copies @ $15. g
Call 718-415-0524

We're celebrating...
Saturday, October 20th!

PAINT-YOU

0002249988-01

a paint your own pottery studio * 643-0014
25851 SR €0 East * Valrico * www.potterypatchstudio.com

New Heart Is Good As Gold

Less than three weeks after undergoing heart transplant surgery Sept. 8 at Tampa General Hospital,
Stephanie Dye spends a moment with her brother Daniel and parents Judy and Tom at the family’s
Bloomingdale home. Her scar visible, Stephanie presented a donor quiltin Ybor City on Sept. 26 as
part of her Girl Scout Gold Award requirements. Her father received a heart transplant three years
ago. A week before the surgery, the 18-year-old said, “Talk to your family and to all your friends

about being a donor. It's a person’s last act of generosity and kindness.” To read more about Stepha-

nie and the Dye family, go to www.bloomingdalegazette.com.

LINDA CHION KENNEY/Photo
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20" OFF:20" OFF

I

|

1

ENTIRE ORDER !''" ENTIRE ORDER !

: Shirts & Dry Cleaning :: Shirts & Dry Cleaning :
1
1
1

I Valid on Incoming Orders Only. 11 Valid on Incoming Orders Only.
i No Exceptions. No Combining Coupons. * No Exceptions. No Combining Coupons.

| coupoN ExPIRES 1073107 . 1| COUPON EXPIRES 10/31/07 .

20" OFF:20" OFF:

ENTIRE ORDER !! Wedding Gowns, Comforters, !
: Shirts & Dry Cleaning !! Blankets, Alterations, Drapes |

; . !
Valid on Incoming Orders Only. Valid on incoming Orders Only

i : o Il NoExceptions. Minimum Order of $5.00. ||
I No Exceptioris. No Combining Coupons. 1 No Combining Coupons. i

] COUPON EXPIRES 10/31/07 o ] I COUPON EXPIRES 10/31/07 o 1

i 12 LOCATIONS

APOLL(? BEACH e 220 Apollo Beach Bivd6&-
BLOOMINGDALE e 3513 Bell Shoals Rl

BLOOMINGDALE s 3248 Lithia-PinecrestB5481
BRANDON e 913 W. Brandon Blvd......684-4499
BRANDON o 11393 Gauseway Bivd....843-6944
LITHIA e 16707 FishHawk Bivd............. 654-7991
PLANT CITY e 2621 Thonotosassa Rd. 752-6631
RIVERVIEW e 11697 Boyette Rd.........672-1832
RIVERVIEW' e 13196 Hwy 301 S.......... 671-4156
SEFFNER ¢ 1515 N. Parson Ave...........684-5897
VALRICO ¢ 1985 E. Brandon Bivd.........654-2324

VALRICO © 2511 SR.60E. ...cocrvrrver 643-4825

0002257229-01
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Property

Manager's Report

A Gazette Report

Al Devney, owner of Devney
Property Management, Inc., is
property manager for the Bloom-
ingdale Special Taxing District.
The district is responsible for
maintenance of common area
property throughout the com-
munity, including entryway land-
scaping, lighting and signage,
walls and irrigation.

To report a community prop-
erty maintenance need contact
Devney at (813) 684-6667 or
bloomingdale.district@verizon.
net. -

September 2007 Activites

Devney reported the follow-
ing projects and activities in the
month of September.

Thunder Irrigation repaired
six severed sprinkler wires on
Culbreath Road and two severed
wires on Garnet Drive. Addi-
tionally, a cracked main line and
a broken zone line under a newly
poured sidewalk were repaired on
Garnet Drive.

Davidson Landscaping
installed roses and bushes in 35
locations in the east and west
sections and replaced 500 4-inch
pop-up sprinklers with 6-inch
pop-up heads.

Planscape Inc. converted the

Hickory Ridge irrigation system
from rotors to spray heads and
installed new landscaping at the
Glenhaven Drive entrance.

There were two car-versus-
palm trees accidents this month,
on Natures Way and on Cul-
breath Road. Both accidents
should be covered by insurance.

Four large light fixtures at the
Groveway entrance and two at
the River Close entrance were
vandalized this month. The
estimated repair cost is $480. In
addition, 56 of 76 lights replaced
were destroyed by vandals.

Native Florida was awarded
the 109,000-square foot sod
contract. A start date has not yet
been scheduled.

Cardinal Landscaping
trimmed 420 palm trees, installed
annuals at entryways and planted
250 creeping fig plants. They
started trimming the creeping fig.

In the land of eat, drink and
pitch, there were 20 bags of
trash, a small camping stove, a
new exhaust system for a car, 24
snipe signs and five cents. The
beverages of choice were Diet
Coke with Lime for soft drinks,
Miller Genuine Draft for beer
and Seagram’s Extra Dry Gin for
distilled spirits.

N ET GHB O RHOOD NEW)D

Panthers Team Up With

B

Rays To Help Babies

The Brandon Panthers, an AAU travel baseball team, recently completed a fundraiser in conjunction
with the Tampa Bay Devil Rays. The team contributed to a baby goods drive sponsored by the Devil
Rays players’ wives. The fundraiser benefited Community Action, Stop Abuse, an organization that
provides refuge, crisis intervention and advocacy for women in dangerous home situations. The shel-
ter provides clothing, food and care items for women, babies and children. Panther players pictured
are, left to right, Mason Sollie, Michael Rivera, Christian Montesinos and Adam Braxton, and in the
back row, the wives of Devil Rays players joel Guzman and Greg Norton. For information about the
Panthers, contact Mike Rivera, (813) 368-1815.

X

HESS ORTHODONTICS

CREATING FLORIDA’S
MoST SPECTACULAR

SMILES

!

Hit the Trails.

¥

\
Y. .

Michael A, Hess
DMD, M5

5486 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Lithia, FL 33547

101 N. Flamingo Dr., Apollo Beach 33572
813.777.7478

Complimentary Evaluation © Most Insurance Accepted

Q Ca.n bl‘aces help adultS? - Adidas e Asics ® Brooks ® Mizuno ®* New Balance ® Saucon

Even though there are advantages to an early start,
adult orthodontic treatment is very common today.
Treatment can be started at virtually any age.

Two Convenient Locations

RUNNING AND QU TR GEAR

. ﬁbilerh!udes e XCountry Shoes ® Dri-Fit Apparel ® Pearl lzumi
¢ Gu, Hammer, Powerbar ¢ FuelBelt, Camelbak Hydration
¢ Children's Running Shoes & Heelys, Adidas Soccer Cleats

FREE treadmift Analysis Avaitable

Cooler Weather

Come by for a
FREE treadmill analysis

IMPROVE YOUR PERFORMANCE

0002258350-01 |
16144 Churchview Dr. ® Suite 105 (i the FishHawk Ranch Park Square)

Call Steve Dunn at 813 68 1 614 1

www.HitTheTrails.com




Deputies Seek Alafia |

Bike Theft Suspect

By LESLIE WHITE

Now you see it, now you don't — that
was the case with two bikes recently
stolen from the Alafia Elementary School
campus. Fifth-grader Duncan McCall was
the first victim, discovering both his bike
and his helmet missing at dismissal on
Thursday, Sept. 20. The second victim, a
mom who rode with her child and did not
wish to be identified, said she parked her

 bike at the school Friday morning, Sept. 21

for less than five minutes while she walked
her child to class. When she returned, she
said her bike was gone.

Adults and student safety patrol volun-
teers are stationed around campus during
both arrival and dismissal at both gated
bike areas on campus, but no one reported
seeing anything out of the ordinary on
those two days, according to school prin-
cipal Ellen Smith., )

Bloomingdale Community Service
Officer Sandy Capitano said the Hillsbor-
ough County Sheriff's Office was notified
on both accounts, but they could not com-
ment on the details of the open investiga-
tion.

McCall's mother, Rhonda, got a frantic--

phone call from her very upset son Thurs-
day afternoon.

"Duncan was very scared. Anyone who's
ever been stolen from knows that feel-
ing of helplessness, but as adults we have
the ability to move into a survival mode.
Children don't have that ability. He relied
on the people in authority at the school to
help him handle it and they did absolutely
nothing," McCall said. :

According to McCall, student safety
patrol volunteers made sure the fifth-
grader got to the office and kept check-

ing on him until his parents arrived. Upon
McCall’s arrival at the school, her son, she
said, was inconsolable and was standing
alone in the front office.

School staff told McCall the school was
not responsible for bicycles stowed in bike
racks, so she contacted the Bloomingdale
substation to file a report.

Linda Hawkins from Hillsborough
County Schools Security said, “"Hillsbor-
ough County is not responsible for items
stolen from school property." Hawkins
encouraged students and parents to lock
up their bikes and helmets with individual
locks.

Smith said the gated bike rack area is
only unlocked during arrival and dismissal,
and when a bike rider is signed out for
early dismissal. McCall contends the bike
rack was unlocked after school had already
begun on Sept. 20.

"One of my son's friends said that he
had to take the attendance to the office that
morning well after school had started and
saw somebody inside the bike rack fence,"
said McCall. The student described the
person to McCall as a teenage boy.

One of the stolen bikes has since been
recovered. The mother who owned the
second stolen bike saw a blond teenage boy
riding it down Culbreath Road the morn-
ing after the theft. Smith said the mother
reported stopping her car in front of him,
at which point the young man jumped off
the bike, dropped it, and ran.

A description of the young man has
been given to the Sheriff's Office and
Smith said she issued an alert to parents in
the school’s newsletter.

“This is a campus incident and we do
our own investigation through our own

b Fasa S ARE =%
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Alafia Elementary School principal Ellen Smith said the school’s bicycle rack area is
always locked during school hours. However, two bikes were stolen from the rack in
September. The Sheriff’s Office is looking for a blonde teenage boy who ran after being

caught with one of the stolen bikes.

school security here,” Smith said.

She also said that whenever a report
of stolen personal property occurs, Alafia
cooperates fully with the Sheriff's Office.

- Cimino Elementary School was con-
tacted but stated that no bikes have
been reported stolen from their campus.
Unlike Alafia’s bike rack;located in a rela-
tively remote area on the south side of the
campus, Cimino’s rack is situated directly
in front of the school office.

The still missing bike is a yellow
"Next" brand BMX bike with black
three-spoke mag wheels and pegs on the
front and back tires. The black seat had
a small tear on the back. The helmet is
a black skateboard style with skull and
crossbones on the top. If you see the bike
or have any information pertaining to the
thefts, please contact Officer Capitano
at the Bloomingdale Community

£00Z ‘4380190 + IL1IZVD TIVAONINOOTE *

Substation, (813) 635-8040.

YOou ONLY HAVE

ONE | CHANCE AT RETIREMENT.

The brink of retirement is not the time to realize that your investment portfolio will not meet
your financial needs. We specialize in solid, dependable fipancial planning and advice to
help you work toward your objectives throughout retirement. : _

Pioneer Financial Associates
Bobby Stark, LPL Financial Advisor
138 N. Moon Ave Ste. A, Brandon

Contact us today for more information or to schedule a consultation.
= Securities Offered Through Linsco/Private Ledger Member NASD, SIPC

813.653.3343
www.pfapro.com
bobby.stark@Ipl.com PIONEER FINANCIAL ASSOCIATES, INC
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PFA
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High School
Boosters Kick Off
Drive With Dinner

A Gazette Report
The Bloomingdale Senior
High School Athletic Booster
Club will kick off its annual

membership drive with a spa-

. ghetti dinner at the school on

Wednesday, Nov. 14 from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m.

The club currently supports
more than 300 student ath-
letes participating in 22 school
sport activities including wres-
tling, weight lifting, volleyball,
trophy accounts, track, tennis,
softball, swim and dive, soccer,
golf, football, cross country,
cheerleading, basketball, and
baseball.

The cost of the dinner is $5
per person and includes dine-
in or take-out salad, bread,

a drink and dessert. A vari-
ety of club membership levels
are available, starting at $25.
Those who join at the $75 level
will enjoy access to all regular
season Hillsborough County
High School sporting events,
plus free parking at all Bloom-
ingdale Bulls home football
games.

For information about the
dinner, contact Beth Cam-
poamor at (813) 653-1959 or
bethcamp@tampabay.rr.com.

To join the Booster Club,
contact Trish Gold at (813)
684-4632 or tgold2@verizon.
net, or come to the next meet-
ing at 7.p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 9
at the school.

Photo from Huntington Learning Center
Huntington Learning Center in Brandon recently rewarded students who met their summer read-
ing goals with a pizza party at the center on Bloomingdale Avenue. Students pictured left to right
are Britian Lott, Shelby Schultz, Majed Haron, Ethan Sistrunk, Matthew Lowrance, Kevin Combs
and Madison Gray.

h——

Brandon Area YMCAs present

2007

Friday, Nov. 9
7-11 p.m.
The Palmetto Club

at FishHawk Ranch
17004 Dorman Road, Lithia

$100 YMCA members
$125 non-members

This exciting night out includes dinner,
enterfainment, wine fasting and an auction.

community through the YMCA's programs and services.
For tickets, call (813) 684-1371, ext. 208.

Afwe\ BRANDON

MORTGAGE NEWS & TRIBUNE
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Complimentary child care available. Business casual attire.

Proceeds benefit children and families in the Greater Brandon

Y

‘We build strong kids,
gtrong families,
strong communitier.

THE TAMPA METROPOLITAN AREA YMCA IS A 501 (c}{3} NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION., A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL
INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLLFREE {800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE:
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION #CH1227.

| THE TAMPA TRIBUNE

LIFE. PRINTED DAILY.
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J Night in Napa Valley
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The Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund
provides financial assistance
and quality of life solutions to:

* Marines and Sailors injured in combat,
traininig or with life threatening illnesses

o Other service members injured while in direct
support of Marine units

o Their families - to help defray the expenses
incurred during hospitilization, rehabilitation
and recovery

* Help with expenses associated with the
purchase of speciallzed equipment, adaptive
vans or vehicles and handicap home purchases
and/or modifications.

Our pledge to the heroic wounded who are injured
while serving their country is that we will never stop

"Serving Those Who Preserve Our Freodom.”

Injured Marine

s

Semper Fi Fund
Serving Those Who Preserve Our Freedom.

Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund

825°College Blvd., Suite 102
PMB 609 Oceans:de CA 92057
§ |nfo@SemperF|Fund org

Comblned Federal Campaign

WWW. SemperFiFund.org

Homeowner’s Insurance Bills
Going Through The Roof?

Is your Homeowner’s Company Non-Renewing
your Homeowners Policy?
WE CAN HELP...

you get that Smile back on your face.

We have several Competitive markets to
place your homeowners insurance and,
we are close by at Riverhills Plaza.

Jeff Gray
813-655-5311

C&G
i Nsurance

4329 Lynx Paw Trail
Valirico, FL, 33594

0002256863-01

At a Time Like this. it's Good to have an Agent Who knows you by Name,




SCHOOLS

| Future Cheerleaders

Can Join Junior Bulls Prayer At

The Pole

Students at Burns Middle-
School on Sept. 26 meet at
the flag pole near the school’s

i ) A Gazette Report
The sixth annual Bloomingdale High School Cheerleading
Clinic will be held on Oct. 13, 2007 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the
school. Participants will learn cheers, chants and dances from the

Bloomingdale Bulls’ varsity and junior varsity cheerleaders, West- main entrance for “See You ;
ern Conference Championship title holders for the past four years. At The Pole” day. Parents and B J__‘”-.m .‘_ | (g
The Junior Bulls clinic is open to girls and boys in grades kinder- faculty members joined the B epiipeiea ) g 1
garten through eighth grade. student-led prayer group,

- Participants will have their photo taken with the team and which meets weekly.

will receive a personalized Bulls photo frame. Clinic participants
are invited to return to school on Nov. 2, 2007 to help cheer the
Bloomingdale Bulls football team on to a Victory against the New-
some Wolves. On the night of the game, Junior Bulls will receive a
cheer T-shirt, free admission to the game and pom-poms.

The clinic will benefit Bloomingdale’s cheer program and will
allow the squad to share their enthusiasm with younger members
of the community.

There is a $30 per child fee for the clinic, with reductions offered
for each new participant your child brings into the program and for
returning clinic participants.

For registration forms or information contact Elaine Zoet at
(813) 785-0092 or allysonzoet@aol.com. ,

“A Bassh Of Quality”
BlOO'T_"lin dale Resident INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Howard PRESSURE WASHING
BRGDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES oy .m S
g7 EXPERIENCED ™ - 1
-and RELIABLE o

Insured .

‘70/ﬁ:r Powered
Pool ?um.s

Save money anféefpfﬁﬂ réﬂ'w |

“For a brighter future”

Toll Free (866) 508-8385
j Local (813) 672-4000
www.SunRayEngineeringLLC.net

- \ Economics £ " i
o ; * Substantially reduce your electric bill B SunRayEngineering ish
All l?l:l:;g W :Im;?lﬁ!‘;m Environment . an’md gstry ) V :
Interior  Exterior + Pressure Cleaning - * Pollution-free electricity from the sun leading » B
WE MEET OR BEAT OUR Energy : designer.\_ :
COMPETITORS PRICES * Generate your own power to filter your pool supplier, and
-~ Trust installer of

813.661.9006

License #PA 2653 » Bonded and Insured
16 Years In Bloomingdale

* The first and only solar powered pool pump  [BSolfTteci(e [
certified by the Florida Solar Energy Center P8I Pum DS g )

00025158801

1Cheapcruise.com
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By PETE MAURER
Bloomingdale Community
Resource Deputy
and
SANDY CAPITANO
Bloomingdale Community
Service Officer

Area Sees Drop in Crime

At the September meeting of
the Bloomingdale Area Com-
munity Council, volunteers dis-
cussed the most recent crime
statistics for the Bloomingdale
area. The good news is that
crime has dropped in our area,
due to the dedicated efforts of
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s
Office deputies patrolling our
community and increased par-
ticipation and cooperation from
residents.

In these days of tight bud-
gets and cutbacks, the need for
residents to get involved and
help keep our community safe
is critical. More budget cuts are
coming. To keep our crime lévels
low, the sheriff’s office needs
even more residents to be vigilant
and keep their eyes out for suspi-

LAW

cious activities. Call 247-8200 to
report unusual activities.

Concerned. residents can
call (813) 247-8200 to report
unusual activities. There are
other ways you can help, too.
Help keep our deputies on patrol
by obeying traffic laws. When
you break the laws and get
stopped, you're taking a deputy
away from patrolling. Also, keep
your homes and vehicles locked
and secure. Don't make it easy
for criminals. ‘

Have a Fun, Safe Halloween

Halloween is not just the
fun time many of us remember
from our childhood. Some have
turned it into a dangerous “trick
or treat” event.

If the proper precautions are
taken, it can still be time of fun
and games and real treats for kids
simply looking 4t having a good
time. Parents, please consider the
following safety steps:

* Ensure your children’s safety
by accompanying them while

ENFORCEMENT

Residents Can Help Prevent Crime Year-Round

they trick or treat.

* Make sure everyone has
a flashlight and light colored
clothing or costumes.

* Only stop at homes with the
front porch lights on.

* Cross only at intersections
or clear areas and not between
parked cars.

* Check all treats before your
kids eat them. When in doubt,
throw:. it out.

* Consider altérnative activi-
ties. Many churches and schools
have safe, fun activities on Hal-
loween night. ‘

* Parents, do not drink and
drive.

* Make sure every one wears a
seat belt when driving around.

* Insure your pets are kept
under control.

* Remember that all fireworks
are illegal in Florida and can be
very, very dangerous.

* Watch out for kids walking
through neighborhoods.

. * Remind teenagers going to
Halloween parties to use their

seat belt and don’t ride with
anyone who has been drinking or
using drugs. It’s definitely worth
a mention that fireworks are
illegal and very dangerous. And

Deputy Pete Maurer

one last heads-up for families
with teenagers: the penalties and
consequences for bad “tricks” can

be very costly for both kids and-

their parents.

-

Florida’s Best Newspaper Creative Team!

The Tampa TribUne is consistently ranked Florida’s best newspaper creative team.* That's because our award-winning sales and design team does more than
just sell you an ad — we develop a customized sales strategy and message that fit your budget. We know your business is not just your livelihood, it's your LIFE.

Put our award-winning team to work for you. Call us at (813) 259-7455 or go to TBO.com, Keyword: ReachTampa.

*At the 2007 Florida Newspaper and Marketing Executives (FNAME) Creative Excellence Awards competition, the Tribune won FIVE BRONZE, NINE SJLVER and 12 GOLD awards! As a result, the Tribune
was awarded the GRAND AWARD for winning in its newspaper group category (circulation of 125,001 or more). And to top it all off, the Tribune won the BEST OF SHOW AWARD too.
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Debuting this Friday!

REALLY Get To
Know The Bucs!

Access, the new full-color magazine created just for Fanatical Bucs Fans!

In the first edition, meet the real Cadillac Williams (you'll never guess
what hobby’s got him hooked!). Find out how Alex Smith is giving back
—and making a difference in the Bay area. Plus, check out the glamour
girl next door, Bucs Cheerleader Leigh Killian!

Go behind the scenes, into the stands and off the field with Fanatical
Access! Bucs Fans, you've got to get your copy — collect all four
issues this season. Pick up the first-ever issue - these collector
editions are limited, so get your FREE copy at Verizon Wireless
Stores today!

Available exclusively at area
Verizon Wireless Stores:

Bradenton Lakeland South Tampa

{941} 739-7930 {863) 709-0824 (813) 874-5718

4402 14th Street W 4120 S Florida Ave 714 S Date Mabry Hwy
Clearwater Lakeland North Lakeland Kiosk

({727) 725-3215 (863) 816-1400 (£63) 859-2843
25704 US Hwy 19N 3970 US Hwy 98 North 3800 US Hwy 98 N
Clearwater East New Tampa Brandon Kiosk

(727} 723-9888 (813) 972-4590 (613) 681-7217

2664 Guf To Bay Bivd 17501 Preserve Walk Lane 459 Brandon Town Canter
Largo

(727) 586-6203 THE VERIZON THE VERIZON
10289-C Uimerton Road WIRELESS WIRELESS

Port Richey STORE STORE 4
{727)841-0872 - INSIDE @ INSIDE
9304 US Hwy 19 N :

St. Petersburg Port Richey Tampa Waters
{727) 345-8836 Spring Hill Sarasota
3942-D Tyrone Blvd. Bradernton New Tampa
Brandon Clearwater

(813) 643-3507 St. Petersburg

225 W Brandon Town Cir Bivd New Tampa

Dale Mabry Dale Mabry

(813) 265-4622 Citrus Park

15324 N. Dale Mabry Lakeland

Fowler Brandon

(813) 978-8774
1821 E Fowler Ave

Get an up-close, personal look at your favorité NFL team with Fanatical

200Z ‘4380100 + 3L13ZVD TIVADNIWOOTE * 5
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YOUR BLOOMINGDALE SI’EGIAI.IS'I'S
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CHADDERT®N

GROUP
813-699-1500

3BD/3BA + DEN UNIQUE CEDAR HOME ON 1.51
ACRES! Awesome 2-story on park-like setting
in the heart of Brandon w/fully lighted basketball
court & tons of upgraded features $549,900

5BI)I3 5BASI:IIEENEII POOL&SPA H(IME'
Fabulous executive home on a 1/3 acre cul-
de-sac lot in Fox Run of Bloomingdale East
w/huge “dream” kitcen $499,900

Linda Genco

4BD/3BA + DEN + BONUS RM +
MEDIA RM POOL HOME! Super 3,896
sq. ft. pool home on PVC fenced lot in
desirable Twin Lakes . ... $459,900

Ray Chadderton

3BD/2.5BA + LOFT NEVER LIVED IN FORMER
MODEL! Stunning home built in 2006 absolutely
loaded w/upgrades. Seller will consider lease
option or 1031 exchange $370,000

4BD/3.5BA PLUS LOFT scIIEEHIEI) POOL
HOME! Super Bloomingdale East location
with over 2,600 sq. ft., updated kitchen & 1st

4BD/2BA FANTASTIC LOCATION!
Adorable centrally located split plan beauty
with easy commute to MacDill. Great value
for nearly 2,000 sq. ft $224,800

3BD/3BA + BONUS ROOM + DEN POOL

HOME Huge gourmet kitc. luxury master
bath and loaded w/extras. Built 2004 w/large
pool and pond views foo! . . . $354,900

3BD/2. 5BA + DEH I'ﬂtll. HOME!
Highly desirable Bloomingdale Oaks
pool/spa home on fenced lot with
2,254 sq. ft... ....5249,900

3Bn/z 5BA PLUS LOFT! Sharp
1,661 sq. ft. beauty in“Oakcrest”
of Bloomingdale East close to Great
‘Schools $219,900

6BD/3BA MODEL PERFECT DREAM
HOME! This huge spectacularly
upgraded home built in 2005 will
“WOW” you $349,800

4BD/2BA LIKE A MODEL! Stunning
Florida home in desirable guard gated
Twin Lakes offering commumty gggl

Becky Jordan

4BD/3BA + DEH + BONUS RM!
Large desirable 3cg home built in
2004 in desirable Twin Lakes Pool
Community & loaded! ... $398,500

4BD/3BA + DEN + CONSERVATION
AREA! 2,792 sq. ft. Scr. Pool Home
in Windsor Woods with new carpet &

3BD/2BA NEWER WATERFRONT HOME!
Super 2,137 sq. ft. beauty with gleaming
Brazilian cherry hardwood floors, stainless
appl & maple cabinets $229,000

4BD/2BAIMMACTULATELY MAINTAINED
HOME! Move in ready beauty w/ bay
window in eat-in kitchen. Lots of storage,
security, & sprinkler systems. $189,800

www.ChaddertonGroup.com

3BI)12 5BA + DEN GATED TOWNHOME!
Large end unit buiftin 2005 close to heated
community pool. Super location close to |2
Brandon Town Center $179,900 &
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