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Intersection Improvements

MACK AUSTIN/Photo

The intersection of Bloomindale Avenue and Bell Shoals Road consistently ranks high in the top 10 list of the

Hillsbarough County Sheriff's Office most frequent accident sites.

.

County Staff Claimed Residents Ooppose Project

By D’ANN WHITE
Correspondent

The Bloomingdale
Homeowners Association:
+says quick action by Coun-—
ty Commissioner Ronda
Storms averted plans to nix
improvements to the inter—
section of Bell Shoals Road
and Bloomingdale Avenue.
Storms brought the mat—
ter to the board’s attention
during the Aug. 18 commis—
sion meeting after seeing
an item on record that stat—

\_/éd staff was taking the $3

million intersection
improvements off the
county’s transportation

corridor plan at the request
of residents.

. Pointing to newspaper
articles, Storms said she
was under the impression
that residents wanted the
improvements. Businesses
on the east side of Bell
Shoals simply wanted some
changes to the plan to give
customers better access.

“What wound up hap-
pening is we took off the
actual thing that the citi-

zens wanted to do,” Storms

~ said.

At the Aug. 18 meeting,
planning commission staff
director Scott Cottrell said
it was his understanding
that there was opposition
to the project, so staff’
decided to amend the plan
and make minor improve-
ments to the intersection
instead of adding turn
lanes to Bell Shoals and

‘Bloomingdale as originally

proposed.
See PROJECT, Page 23
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$20 Annual Dues Drive The BHA

DUES NOTICES
MAILED IN
AUGUST

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

The BHA is banking on res—
idents to invest 38 cents a
week in their community.

The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association Inc. in
August mailed dues notices to
all Bloomingdale residences.
The $20 per home annual
dues drive provides the orga—
nization’s sole means of
financial support.

The only homeowners
association representing all of
Bloomingdale’s nearly 5,000
residences and 40 neighbor—
hoods, the BHA is classified as
an IRC 501(c)(4) organization,
run by non-paid volunteers
who live in Bloomingdale. All
dues money collected is put

Unlimited Nights
& Weekends.
Fits all

back-to-school
schedules.

Introducing 4m Calling from Verizo
calling to every other Verizon Wireless customer.

Name;:

The Bloomingdale Homeowners Association, Inc.
2004 annual dues — $20.00

Please complete and return this notice with your payment to:
BHA, 3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594

Address:

To register. for neighborhood news updates, please
provide your e-mail address.

back into the community.

The BHA keeps residents
informed about neighbor-
hood news and events with its
monthly newspaper and offi—
cial community web site. The

) i

Bloomingdale Gazette, nowin
its 25th year of publication, is
delivered free to all Blooming—
dale residents (along with a
complimentary copy of the
Tampa Tribune) on the first

ANYTIME,

Saturday of each month.

The association also main-
tains the community’s web
site, www.Blooming-
daleGazette.com. Homeown-
ers can sign up on the site for
e-mail updates issued by the
BHA concerning neighbor-
hoods, schools, county plan—
ning and zoning projects and
law enforcement issues.

In conjunction with the
Bloomingdale Special Taxing
District, the organization
maintains. a community
office. Open Monday through
Thursday from 7 a.m. to 11
a.m., the office serves as a
meeting place and informa-
tion center for all Blooming-
dale residents.

A member of the Greater
Brandon Chamber of Com-
merce, the BHA also supports
Bloomingdale public schools,
and provides an annual
endowment to Bloomingdale
Senior High School.

See DUES, Page 22

n Wireless. Join W and get unlimited

ANYWHERE

toanyofthe 38 million customers fromthe National Gn Calling Coverage Area

1 or 2-yr Customer Agreement on Calling Plans starting at $39.99 monthly access.

Unlimited

Kyocera

%alling
from the National (]]) Calling Area

Plus, unlimited Night & Weekend Minutes
and 400 anytime minutes

Q)

HWinAd1-04

2year contract required. . KX414
Som restrictions apply. ! when calling in the America’s Cholce™ Coverage Area,
T“E wlnsless sTunE @Calllng not available everywhere In the America's Cholcs Coverage Area,
The Wireless Store  The Wireless Store | foronly $39. e —

3440 Lithia Pinecrest, Valrico 2555 Hwy. 60 East, Valrico Calls placed outside of ratz irea are 69¢/min,

813-661-2334 813-571-3003 *Activation fees, taxes and ather charges appty. W @
Nights 9:01 pm - 5:59 am M-F; Wknds 12:00 am Sat - 11:59 pm Sun. Taxes & surcharges apply and may vary. Federal Universal Service Charge of 1.95% (varies quarterly based ¢
rate) and a 45¢ Regulatory Charge per line/month are our charpes, not taxes, for more details call 1-888-684-1888. Important Consumer Information: Subject to Customer Agreen
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| /"ard of the Month

The September Yard
of the Month award
goes to Rose and Alex
Ampalathumkal. The
couple's Ephrata Drive
home in Bloomingdale
West was nominated
by a neighbor who said
he was simply thankful
for the sight of the
“always neat” yard.

Alex said his wife is
the one behind the
couple’s lawn mainte—
nance efforts. “Rose
tells me when to take
care of it!” he said.

The Yard of the -
Month winners
received a $25 gift card
from Ace Hardware,
courtesy of The
Bloomingdale Home—
owners Association,
Inc. Send nominations
to Editor, 3509 Bell
Shoals Road, Valrico,
FL 33594 or e-mail to

LauraFrazier@tam-—
nabay.1r.com.

614 Ephrata Drive

' PRIDE Clean-Up
Day Is Sept. 11

FREE DISPOSAL OF
HOUSEHOLD JUNK

Gazette Report

The dank mattress sagging
against the garage wall... the
fridge that gave up the ghost
long ago... the old bi-fold
doors you replaced in the late
90s but just couldn’t bring

yourself to throw away...
The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association, Inc.

PRIDE committee invites all
residents to take advantage of
an upcoming community—
wide clean-up day to dispose
of items cluttering up our
homes, yards and neighbor-
hoods.

Community, county and

( ﬁrity volunteers will be on

~rdnd to collect both pure junk
and reusable castoffs 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 11,
at the Hillsborough County

Parks Maintenance Unit,
1626 Natures Way, just west of
Alafia Elementary School.

Elderly or disabled resi-
dents who need assistance to
transport household junk or
donated items can call the
BHA office (681-2051) prior to
11 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 9 to
schedule pick=up.

Items accepted will include
old appliances, water heaters,
televisions, steel and other
metals, old furniture, con-
struction debris and tires.

The Salvation Army will be
on hand to collect tax—
deductible donations of sal-
vageable items.

Items that CANNOT be
accepted include those nor-
mally picked up at the curb by
Hillsborough County, solid
waste from commercial activi—
ty, and hazardous waste such
as paint, household chemicals,
batteries and propane tanks.

Info: 681-2051.

LAURA FRAZ|ER/Photo

Get in Shape,
Stayin Shape!

Make ShapeXpress Part of Your Back To School Roufine -

Iry Us For free
& 5ee!

Our 30 Minute Total Body Workout
will make a believer out of you!

Ask about our
2 for 1and
Mother-Daughter
Specials

30 MINUTE WORKOUT ¢ MASSAGE ¢ YOGA & PILATES
» FREE WEIGHTS  FREE KIDZ KORNER » SHOWERS
* INFRARED SAUNA

3438 Lithia Pinecrest Rd [behind Chili's)
B13-657-8500

STRIENZE N SIESSE

FIYNEBE CLUB FUR VOMEN
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Your Inside Connections

The Bloomingdale Homeowners
Association, Inc.
3509 Bell Shoals Road, Valrico, FL 33594. (813)
681-2051. Fax: (813) 651-1129
E—-mail: Bloomingdale. Homeowners@Verizon.net
Web Site: www.BloomingdaleGazette.com
- BHA meetings are at the community office on the 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President — Ted Grable
Vice President — Joe Hickle
Treasurer — Pam Liguori
Director — Tony Diolosa
Director— Steve Heckel
Director—Jane Lee
Director— Stanley Lee
Director — Lydia Harrod

Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District
3509 Bell Shoals Rd., Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 684-6667
BSTD meetings are held at the community
office on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

President — Thom Snelling
Vice President — Russell Jones
- Treasurer — Dale Kahn

Correspondence Secretary — David West
Trustee — Myron Magedanz

Trustee — Michael Buday

Trustee —Ken Pyse '

Property Manager — Al Devney

Bloomingdale Mobile Watch
Coordinator/Equipment Manager —
Tony Diolosa, 681-1146
Treasurer — Paul

Kelmer, 681-9701

Patrol Member — tEl
Steven Heckel, Au =
654_4266 Wireless provider for Bloomisgdale Mobilc Waich
Patrol Member —

Brad Scharp, 643-5000
Patrol Member — Paul Warr, 685—-7883

Bloomingdale Oaks Special Taxing District
P.O.Box 3132, Brandon, FL 33509-3132. (813)
685-2817
BOSTD meetings are held at 3419 Cade Lane on the
2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.

President — Bill Grace
Treasurer — Fred Englehart

THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

The official publication of the BHA since 1980
3509 Bell Shoals Rd.
Valrico, FL. 33594
(813) 681-2051
Fax: (813) 651-1129
E-Mail: News@BloomingdaleGazette.com or dwhite2@mediageneral.com

Executive Director — joe Liguori
Editor — Laura Frazier
Correspondent — Mack Austin
Correspondent — Leslie White
Restaurant Critic — Elton Dumont

Published by Sunbelt Newspapers — 505 W. Robertson,
Brandon, FL.33511. (813) 657-4500

The Gazette is delivered free to Bloomingdale residents along
with The Tampa Tribune on the first Saturday of each month.
Publisher— Carla Floyd
Advertising Manager — Tami Donaldson; phone: 627-1322; e-mail: tdonaldson@tampatrib.com
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Barking Dogs Top Nuisance Complaints

CONELICTS CAN BE
HARD TO RESOLVE

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

“You never hear your own
dogbarking.” -

That old saying may hold
true. But if recent reports of
neighborhood nuisance com-—
plaints are any indication, the
neighbors can definitely hear
that dog.

The Bloomingdale Home-
owners Association, Inc.
PRIDE committee encourages
residents to take a neighborly
approach in dealing with back
yard annoyances — no matter
which side of the fence one
happens to be on.

In family—friendly Bloom-
ingdale, it seems only reason—
able to expect occasional
annoyances such as barking
dogs and raucous children

1ying outside a little too late

.1weekend evenings.

The neighborhood garage
band’s weekly jam session
may run a bit long now and
then, and the father and son
basketball game that routine—
ly starts next door after dinner
may, on occasion, go into
overtime.

Few among us can honestly
say we've never left a barking
dog outside too long, had a
backyard shindig that ran into
the wee hours, or occasionally
cranked up the volume of our
stereo or television.

The BHA board and PRIDE
committee agree that proper—
ty owners have a right to use
their homes for their own
enjoyment, within reasonable
limits. Most neighbors gra-
ciously accept the fact that
occasional transgressions of

_those limits will occur.

But when nuisances occur
persistently and routinely, the
equally valid rights of offend-
ed neighbors are violated.

The PRIDE committee sug—
gests that when approached
in a cordial, non-threatening
manner, many neighbors will
respond promptly to reduce
the annoyance. Some, howev-
er, will not.

Even if the offense is in vio—
lation of local laws, deed
restrictions and county codes,
neighborhood nuisances
aren’t always easy to enforce.

Animal services, county
code enforcement officers
and homeowners associa—
tions can step in to help in
some instances, but may
require the complainant to

Look for your
neighborhood news
The Bloomingdale
Gazette

identify  themselves on
reports. Therein lies the prob—
lem; most homeowners don’t
want to go to war — or to
court — with their neighbors.

Deputy Pete Maurer,
Bloomingdale’s community
resource deputy, said the
Bloomingdale substation rou-
tinely receives neighborhood
nuisance complaints. Maurer
said in some cases, deputies
may be able to intervene with-
out taking names.

“We can go out and talk to
(the potential offenders)
informally, and 99 percent of
the time the problem is
resolved,” Maurer said.

For internet links to neigh-
borhood deed restrictions,
county codes ordinances and
the H111sborough County Sher—
iff’s Office, visit www.Bloom-
ingdaleGazette.com.

Recent’ nuisance com-
plaints received by the BHA,
the Bloomingdale substation
and the Hillsborough County

codes department include:

+ Barking dogs

+ Dogs let out to roam unat-—
tended

+ Loud talking, doors slam-

ming late at night
+ Late night basketball
games

+ Television on neighbor’s
lanai played at high volume

+ Loud car exhausts and
stereos

+ Motorized scooters and
mopeds (not street legal on
public property)

+ Cigarette smoke drifting
over from neighbor's patio

+ Lawn mowers and blow-
ers used early a.m., late p.m.

+Boisterous parrot residing
on patio

Bloomingdale’s  PRIDE
committee meets the third
Monday each month at the
Bloomingdale community
office, 3509 Bell Shoals Road.
Info: 681-2051 or Blooming- .
dale. Homeowners@verizon.—
net.

 Bloomingdale 4344 Bell Shoals, 689-9176
 Bloomingdale 3248 Lithia-Pinecrest, 654-81
» Brandon 717 W. Lumsden, 654-9541

» Brandon 913 W. Brandon Bivd, 684-4499

o Brandon 11393 Causeway Bivd, 643-6944
 N. Brandon 1213 Kingsway Ave, 653-4535

99¢.

MEN'S DRESS SHIRTS LAUNDERED
Valld on Incoming Orders Only - With $5.00
1 Minimum Dry Cleaning Ordern, No exceptions,
Limit 10, Blouses, Polo & Boxed Shirts !.\xlm
| ] COURON EXPIRES 9/30/04

OFF

ANY DRYCLEANING

; ORDER OVER $15
Vali on Incoaming Orders Only - No exceplions.
1 Valid onl g w/ couhon riot valid w/ other coupons
UPON EXPIRES 9/30/04

- N Touch Cleaner

"EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE"

Apollo Beach 220 Apolio Beach Bivd, 645-1499  « Lithia 16739 RshHawk Bivd, 654-7991
* Bloomingdale 3513 Bell Shoals Rd, 654-9292

r——-—-—----—‘r————------_n

——-————-‘b—-m-————---‘
e N T el et ettt et |

[ R ————————— N W N

o Plant City 2621 Thonotosassa Rd, 762-6631
* Providence 1983 Lumsden Rd, 654-4423
13 o Riverview 11697 Boyette Rd, 672-1832

o Seffner 1515 N. Parson Ave,, 684-5697

o Valrico 1985 E. Brandon Blvd, 654-2324

o Valrico 2511 S.R. 60 E., 643-4825

M- i

11 ANY DRYCLEANING
ORDER OVER 325
Il 'v‘ahclnnlncomlnuck Vm l

J Vald W/ marcoupo
““2 PON iann %/30/04 “"
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I oown,nmmum|
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1 Vmbdmlmlnuﬂrﬁemﬂrév!chﬁpﬂ : I
! other coupons
11 D s upoce y

409788




6 ¢ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE ¢ SEPTEMBER 2004

I.ibrary Friends

BOOK SALE SET
FOR SEPT. 18

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

The Friends of the Library
chapter for the new Hillsbor-
ough County Library under
construction on Blooming-
dale Avenue received last
month a donation of $2,000
earmarked for the purchase
and installation of a flagpole
at the facility.

The south Brandon couple
that made the generous dona-
tion wished to remain anony-
mous.

Friends chapter President
Pat Boody said the couple
contacted her after reading a
Brandon News report that
some amenities, including the
flag, were removed from the
county’s original building
plans due to rising construc—
tion costs.

Boody said the benefactors
are long time sponsors of
Center Place and the Brandon
Regional Library, as well as
local missions and food
banks.

“They are just lovely peo-
ple,” Boocl}rr said.

The Friends group has
received donations of more
than 4,000 used books for
their upcoming book and
media sale.

“I believe so strongly in
libraries and their impact in
the community, it’s really
heart warming to see others
come forward to help,” Boody

s

Cimino Elementary School students Tess DeSerisy and Danielle Gross, along with a group of their fellow Girl Scouts and
friends, volunteered to help sort and collect books at the community office for the library's Sept. 18 book sale fundraiser

said.

The used book and media
collection is still underway.
The sale will be Sept. 18 at the

Receive Flag Funds, Book Donatio

BT
g & S

\ Bloomingdile
’ NI = I /

Styling for the Entire Family

Brighten Your Face With

Face Framing Highlights
Or A New Shade

e Perms * Cut » Color * Ethnic Hair

Over 0 Years Fyperience

COLOR or HIGHLIGHTS ¥50 (ny iengit hain

Walk-Ins s Appointments » Mon 9-5  Tues-Fri 9-7 » Sat 9-5

661.3530

4342 Bell Shoals

|

/4

Stephanie Culbertson Recre— For information,
ation Center in Bloomingdale e-mail Boody at
West Park on Canoga Park pwboody@tecoenergy.com or
Drive from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. call 785-3373.

Used Book, Media Sale
At Bloomingdale West Park

provide service perks at the
new library {special speakers,
extra children's activities, vol-
unteer awards, staff amenities

more

Buy books and media at
bargain prices Saturday, Sept.
18 at the Bloomingdale West
Park Recreation Center on

Canoga Park Drive, 9a.m.to3 and more).

p-m. Info: Pat Boody, 785-3373
Proceeds will be used by or pwboody@—_

the Friends of the Library to tecoenergy.com. ,

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE"
TuE BLOOMINGDALE (GAZETTE
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Hon!  “loomingdale Substation Notes

By DEPUTY PETE MAURER

School Traffic, Safety

So far the new school year
is going well from the safety
| and security standpoint. All
drivers are reminded to stop
| on both sides of the street for
school buses. Do not speed in
| school zones, where fines are
doubled to an average of
$300. i

Parents of Alafia Elemen—
tary School students are
reminded to obey the “no
parking” signs. The no park-
ing zones are set up to pro--
| vide protection for parents

and school kids.

At the three—way stop near
Alafia, come to a complete
stop. If you roll through, you
can get a ticket, have an acci—
dent or hit a child.

Also, please do not drop off
or pick up Alafia students in
the parks maintenance build-
ing parking lot on Natures
| Way. It is very dangerous with

d Found Dog Needs Home

the trucks going in and out.

All drivers are urged to use
extra caution while driving
near the Cimino Elementary
School entrance. Kids are
crossing Culbreath Road and
traffic is very dense.

Special Projects

The Bloomingdale Com-
munity has responded fan—
tastically to the following spe-
cial projects supported by the
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s
Office. Our special thanks to
all of you who have partici-
pated. Please continue to
support these very important
projects.

Suitcases for Kids

This program, worked in
conjunction with the Tampa
Police Department, asks any
one with suitcases, gym bags,
or small luggage to spare to
drop them off at the Bloom-—
ingdale substation. Donated

i

bags will be used to provide
children in difficult situations
with a way of keeping their
personal belongings with -
them when they have to move.
The substation is in the plaza
at the corner of Bell Shoals
Road and Glenhaven Drive,
near Beef O'Brady’s. Hours are
weekdays 9am. to5p.m. °

High School Reading Program

Bloomingdale High's out-
standing reading program
has proven to be very effec—-
tive at helping students
improve their reading skills.
The student’s FCAT Reading
scores are the proof. Resi—
dents are asked to bring mag—
azines of interest to teens
(sports, fashion, entertain—
ment, history, travel, short
stories, etc.) to the Blooming-
dale substation for delivery to
the school. Volunteers are
needed to deliver the maga—
zines to the school and to
help students improve their

reading skills. To help tutor a
student, call the school, 744—
8018. To help deliver maga-
zines, call the substation at
635-8040.

Cops and Computers
For The Community

This not—for—profit charita-
ble program teams public
safety professionals with
members of the computer
industry te place computers
into the homes of students
with special needs. In this day
and time, all students must
have a computer. The pro-
gram'’s philosophy is,
“Changing lives, one comput-
er at a time.” This program
needs more public safety pro—
fessionals, computer profes—
sionals and volunteers. Any—
one in the Bloomingdale
community that would like to
get involved can contact
Deputy Maurer at 635-8040
orvisit the program'’s website
at www.ccftc.org.

YOU NEED
TO RELAX ...

JRA FRAZIER/Phato

rl Scouts and
ile fundralser

formation,
ly at
rgy.com or
|

L‘

?ark Bl LIVE ENTERTAINMENT THU, FRI, SAT
‘ SEPT 4 & SEPT 9, 10 & 11
irks at the Willie Lomax Lester Freeman &
i'Speakel‘s Blues Review S mO -l n g Full Moon Band
lvities, vol— A Gazette Report year old, has not been HAPPY o ) )
' Lot : SEPT 16-18TH
‘amenities ) claimed. HOUR @, s
Ablack, 1;nxec(11—breed male The family who found the 2‘-7‘ Bl':::'gi:j

785-3373 | Puppy was found in Augustat  dog is offering it for adoption, Wl s
vboody@- | the intersection of Rosemead  “to a good home with adop- " BLUES CLUB o =

‘ 1d Bell Shoals Road in Uesdy

tive parents who agree to have
him neutered.”
To claim or adopt the dog,

Y

()'\S‘:QI.H“I-
6501 HIGHWAY 301 SOUTH » RIVERVIEW
(813) 677-9070

-\-.-‘— loomingdale.
Jams

. Domeste
After two weeks of posted

g \mport

. notices, the dog, a Labrador

. mix estimated to be about a
|

call Rebecca at (813) 318-
1993.

Beel

Dress Code Fnforced
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Charley Taught

SCHOOL OPENED
AS SHELTER

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

Just one week into the new
school year, teachers and
administrators had less than
24 hours to transform Cimino
Elementary School into a Red
Cross shelter.

At 3 p.m. on Thursday Aug.
12, Principal Sandra Frost was
advised to ready the school to
accommodate possible evac-
uees seeking shelter from the
threat of Hurricane Charley.

In the building that houses
kindergarten through second
grade, teachers scrambled to
secure their rooms in prepa-—
ration.

“There is no one at this site
who hasn’t worked unbeliev—-
ably hard,” said Frost, who
along with other school staff
members reported to the
shelter at 5 a.m. the morning
of the Friday the 13th.

School nurse Trish Stover,
lunchroom supervisor Jane.
Clark and custodian Melvin
Doyen were required to
report to the shelter. Assistant
Principal Deborah Talley and
Frost's secretary, Debbie
Coleman, also arrived early
Friday morning to supportthe
principal and familiarize
themselves with the emer—
gency procedure.

Three representatives from
the Red Cross set up the site,
registering evacuees as they

Cimino Staff A Lesson™

£ } L ANF
A D
LESLIE WHITE/Pholos

Two evacuees and a Red Cross volunteer kept a close eye on the track of Hurricane Charley on a television in Cimino’s

cafeteria.

entered. The team recorded
the whereabouts of those
seeking shelter, should that
information become neces-—
sary Lo access.

Brandon High School Prin—
cipal Denny Oest was

assigned to Cimino’s shelter
to assist Frost. Several Hills-
borough County Sheriff's
Office employees were on site,
as were public utilities work—
ers, two EMT's and an ambu-
lance from AmeriCare.

By 3 p.m. Friday, as the
storm was making landfall,
two evacuees had made Cimi-
no their safe haven. One was
transported by bus from an

See SHELTER, Page 21

School’s Colleétion To Aid |

S . S Student Charley Victims |

M. ORE SCHOOL relief to those devastated by
! , * the storm.
 EXPIRES ¥} SUPPLIES NEEDED After the storm, Cimino
. Elementary School guidance
MON-THURS 50 OF ENTIRE PURCHASE By LESLIE WHITE counselor, Debbie Minich-
SPECIAL A) g o s cowes. Correspondent bauer, rallied students by

Imported Beers « Wines from All Over the World
Special Orders for Hard to Find ltems

685-8050 °*°

(Hloonngale Sauare Plaze / Wal-Marl-Pullix Plazea)

oomingdale Ave.

Brandon

Mon. = Sat. 10am:11pm Sun. 1:8pm

In the aftermath of Hurri—
cane Charley, communities,
churches and schools are
uniting in an effort to bring

organizing CHAP, the Ciming
Hurricane Assistance Pr¢
gram. '

. See AID, Page 21

ol N |
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ging Food, Aid To Hardee County

’ o

LAURA FRAZIER/Photo

Cambridge Cove resident Jeanne Sigmon, with (from left) Marlene Eskine, Michele Valdes and Vaughn Sigmon, collected, loaded and personally delivered more

than 1,000 pre-made sandwiches, fresh fruit and other supplies to Hardee County.

MORE HELP
NEEDED

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

When news images of Hur—
ricane Charley’s destructive
wake hit the airwaves last
week, Jeanne Sigmon knew
she had to do something to
help.

The Cambridge Cove resi—
dent considered donating
food and supplies to. collec—
tion sites set up in Tampa.

But driving to Tampa to
deliver supplies intended to
help victims to the south
seemed inefficient to Sigmon.

Pointing to the northwest,
Sigmon said, “It frustrated me

| because 1 thought, why
should I drive up there, when
the people who need help are
dqwn.there (southeast)?”

- United Way officials told
Sigmon of an immediate need
for relief in Hardee County,,
which sits south of the Bran-

narea, just east of Manatee

- Junty.

Over the course of three
days in August, with the help
of her husbangd, Vaughn, and

a group of neighborhood
friends, Sigmon collected,
loaded up and personally
delivered more than 1,000
pre-made sandwiches, fresh
fruit and other supplies to
Hardee County.

United Way officials told
Sigmon power would be
restored to most areas by last
week, easing the need for pre—
made ' food that doesn’t
require cooking.

The prospect of restored
electricity, however, wasn’t
enough to convince the
Bloomingdale group to call off
their efforts. “Even when they
do get power back, it will take
some time for the grocery
stores to restock their shelves,
and they still need volunteers
to look after the children of
medical, law enforcement
and emergency services per—
sonnel stationed in Hardee.”
Sigmon said.

Sigmon planned to stay in
touch with United Way offi—
cials to stay informed about
the community’s changing
needs as Hardee County
recovers and rebuilds after
the storm.

To help, call Sigmon at 643—
2239.

Creative
\ Outdoor

The Best Selection
of the Finest;

* Fountains & Statuary
* Lawn Ornaments
* Outdoor Lighting
* Benches & Picnic Tables
* Wireless Weather Stations

We Have the Best Prices!

Delivery and Set up Available

Tues-Thurs 10-5 * Fri 10-4 » Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-4

662-2585 Creative Outdoor Decor

406127

2800 E. St. Rd. 60, Valrico (between Miller Rd. & St. Cloud)
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Commentary

Get Out And Vote, Bloommgdale'

DEADLINE TO
REGISTER OCT. 4

By MACK AUSTIN

Most of us have seen too
many political commercials
and read too many articles
about the upcoming elec—
tions.

Perhaps we’ve tried to sort
out the truth, and to get edu—
cated on the important
issues. Many of us have given
our support to the candidates
we feel will do the right things
for us and hopefully make
our lives better. But, do we
really know just how impor—
tant this election year really

is? Are we prepared to make
some of the most important
decisions of our lives?

In just a few short months,
the general elections will be
held. Hopefully, most of us
will take the time to get regis—
tered and then take the time
to vote. Sad to say, many
won'’t do anything but con—
tinue to complain about how
bad things are. As the saying
goes, time will tell.

But right now, every one of
us can take just a few
moments from our busy lives
and make the decision to get
registered and vote. The

‘deadline is October 4.

There’s still time to get
educated on the critical

issues being decided and to
really know the candidates
that are running. Just voting
is important, but it's even
more important to be an
informed voter.

Yes, the office of President
of the United States will be
decided, but don't forget our
state and our county. Florida
has up for election one U.S.
Senator, 15 U.S. Representa—
tives, a State Attorney, a Pub-
lic Defender, 7 Circuit Court
Judges, 3 County Commis—
sioners including one for our
District 4, the County Clerk of
the Circuit Court, the County
Property Appraiser, the
County Sheriff, the County
Supervisor of Elections, the

County Tax Collector, 8
County Court Judges, 4
County School Board Mem-
bers and other offices
charged with making deci-
sions about issues that will
directly affect our families
and our communities for the
next four years.

So, simply said, do what is
right. Get yourself registered
and then make sure you vote.
These are not minor deci—
sions, and they can’t be
changed for four years. Get
prepared to make them now.
That is what Freedom is all
about.

For additional information
check out www.votehillsbor—
ough.org.

Letters to the Editor

Get Cars, Boats Off Street During Hurrican¢”’

I am sending this letter,
both as a concerned parent
and Bloomingdale resident,
with regards to observations I
made in preparing for Hurri—
cane Charlie in Blooming—
dale.

In general, Bloomingdale
residents did an exceptional
job in preparing for the worst
that Hurricane Charlie could
have dealt, but a lot can be
learned from the destruction

our neighbors felt in lieu of
us. : A

Providing shelter for
friends and family who were
evacuated from their homes
closer to the Gulf is a com—
mendable offering. That said,
I felt threatened for my fami—
ly’s safety by a lot of these dis-
placed personnel who
brought their trailers, boats,
and other items to occupy
our streets as the storm

Detection, Inc.

i813 6770032 -

CFC1426153

“We Hit The Target

. On Your Leak!”
S Leales are ofien hard o find. We can find the leak for you

wllllii'lﬂmhmlllse,dl'I:ewmd.

----------

e 0% OFF v ron

FESIDENTIAL ONLY « CALL FOR DUR COMMERCIAL OFFERS
BG’iﬂESM‘.?m + DISCOUNT APPLIES TO BASIC SERVICE ONLY

----------

-------------------------

We Serve Residential or Commercial, Pools, Homes,
Fax 8137419544 and Business and Irrigation Companies.

410351

approached.

Images from Punta Gorda
show that if the brunt of the
storm had hit where it was
supposed to, all of these
items would have become
nothing but projectiles.

What I found most alarm—
ing is the fact that when con—
fronted, some people seemed
to feel that their belongings
were more precious than the
lives of the friends and neigh—
bors who offered them shel-
ter.

Visitors displaces were not
the only culprits. Some of our
own neighbors did the same
thing with their “precious
items.”

Seeing 40- to 50—foot boats
in Punta Gorda thrown into
homes and hotels shows that
these smaller vessels would
have done the same thing to
our neighborhood — except
we would have not been
evacuated to avoid the path
of these “precious” projec—
tiles.

Even our contractor failed
to remove the 30 to 40

builder’s signs from the side
of the model home despite’
repeated requests.

We were lucky this time.
Looking back is always 20/20,
and no harm was done. I just
ask people to think about the
feelings they “could have felt”
if their neglect ended up fly—
ing into someone’s home-and
killing a neighbor. I hope we
can learn from the disaster
that we Wwere lucky to avoid
this time, so we can avoid
needless loss of life and prop-
erty when we are not so lucky
the next time.

Drew Meyerowich
Bloomingdale East

Send letters to Editor, The
Bloomingdale Gazette,
3509 Bell Shoals Rd., Valri-
co, FL 33594 or e-mail Lau-
raFrazier@tampabay.rr.com
Letters are subject to edit-(;‘ y
ing and will be used on a
space-available basis.
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N ~Property Manager’s Report

By AL DEVNEY

Irrigation

Thunder Irrigation added
spray heads on Culbreath
Road to Zones 3 and 4 of the
Groveway system. This will
give better coverage to the
grass along the road.

Brandon Irrigation
replaced 100 4-inch pop-ups
with Rainbird 6-inch pop-ups
on Zones 9 and 10 of the
Natures Way system. This was
a test to determine the cost of
the best method to replace the
4—inch pop-ups.

Raymow also replaced 100
4-inch pop-ups with Rainbird
6-inch pop—ups on Zones 11
and 12 of the Natures Way

system. This was an addition—
al part of the test.

During the monthly main-
tenance inspection, 19 heads
were replaced and two risers
were repaired. Additionally,
there were 31 lights replaced.

Landscaping

Lee’s Lawn Service installed
180 pavers and painted the
entrance at Pine Grove for
$1,140.

Planscape replaced two
dead palm trees for $400 and
installed 1416 coleus at seven
different locations at a cost of
$1,770.

Other

ZK Construction repaired

News Briefs

Business Network Forming

A new business group is
forming for Bloomingdale
residents and businesses. The
group meets weekly to net-
work and to refer leads to
businesses in the Blooming—
dale area. Info: Larry Niday,
244-6475.

Music Programs
For Home Schoolers

Music Showcase, 402 Oak—
field Drive in Brandon, offers
weekday classes geared for
home school students who
wish to participate in a group
setting. Classes offered at lev—
els from Dbeginner to
advanced include band, cho—
rus and orchestra. Info: 685—
5998

Chamber Golf
Tourney at BGF

The Greater Brandon
Chamber of Commerce’s
annual golf tournament will
be held Oct. 14 at Blooming-
dale Golfers Club, 4113 Great
Golfers Place in Bloomingdale
East. The four—person scram-—
ble costs $100 per player. Reg-
istration and lunch start at

edit-(’\J/ﬁ \.__/hoon, with a 1 p.m. shotgun

na |

start. Gold, silver,
beverage/cigar cart, contest,
exclusive hole, and hole spon—

sorships are available. Info:
689-1221 or register online at
www.brandonchamber.com.

Career Transition Group
Meets at YMCA

The Career Transition Min—
istry was created to help resi-
dents of the Brandon area
who have been negatively
impacted by current econom-—
ic times. It is a free service for
anyone who is unemployed
or underemployed, providing
the opportunity to network
with others in similar situa—
tions and to give leads into
industries, companies and
organizations that might be
good contacts. The ministry
meets Fridays, 1 to 3 p.m. at
the Campo Family YMCA in
Bloomingdale. Info: Cindy
Kraft, 655-0658, or e-mail
careermaster@exec—essen—
tials.com.

Clinic extends hours

The Late Hours Urgent
Care Clinic, 3444 Lithia-
Pinecrest Road in Valrico, is
extending hours bn weekends
10 a.m. to midnight. Weekday
hours will remain noon to
midnight. The clinic does lab
tests, EKGs and X-rays on site.
Staff physicians are Dr. H.

See BRIEFS, Page 19

the wall at Culbreath and
Natures Way that was hit by a
vehicle and Lee’s Lawn Ser—
vice painted the wall.

The owner of the vehicle
has been notified that the cost
to repair and paint the wall
was $1,090.

Russell Electric repaired the
broken wires to the lights at
the Culbreath gate.

Suarez Co. is to reimburse
the Brandon Special Taxing
District for the cost of the
damage. 4

DPMI raised the American
flags to full staff, inventoried
the new flowers, the spray
heads and conducted a joint
inspection of all properties
with Raymow representa—
tives.

Hillsborough County Road
and Street removed a very
large oak tree and a large pine
tree on Bell Shoals and Rase—
mead.

In the land of eat, drink and
pitch out the window, 20 bags
of litter, a well-worn tire, a
United Rental barricade, two
shirts, two towels, two pairs of
gloves, a blouse, a black and
white cat and 6 cents were
picked up. The beverages of
choice were Sprite for soft
drinks, Old English 800 for
beer and Seagram’s Extra
Smooth Vodka for distilled
spirits.

Al Devney is owner of
Devney Property Manage-
ment Inc.

LeTTERS? COMMENTS? QUESTIONS?

E-mail: Letters@BloomingdaleGazette.com |

Serving Bloonimgdeale for over 5 yedrs

MONTHLY RATES - NO CONTRACTS
SERVICES INCLUDE
e Lawn Maintenance ~ ¢ Planting
* Mulching * Sod
e Fertilizing Laying
* Tree Trimming » Weed Killing
Call Jeff for Free Estimate :
Lithia Office 737-6707 Cell 503-2828 |
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LAURA FRAZIER/Phold

Bloomingdale’s new band director, Jon Sever (center), enlisted a crew of Florida State University students to help whip the Rajun’ Bulls into shape for marching
season. From left, woodwind tech and FSU Marching Chiefs head drum major Jessey Howard; brass tech Sean Murray; Sever; drum tech Kenson Chang; Big 8
section leader and asst. drum tech B. J. Walker.

Despite Changes, Band Marches To Same Tune

By LAURA FRAZIER
Editor

Kicking off his first year as
Bloomingdale Senior High
School’s new band director,
Jon Sever finds himself wear—

ing many hats these days in
addition to the coach’s cap he
wears to supervise marching
rehearsals.

“You're the music director,
conductor, equipment man-—
ager, travel coordinator,

“a Bk (9; (Qua&ty

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PRESSURE WASHING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES
& EXPERIENCED and -

RELIABLE

Llc. 3694
Bonded & Insured

Bloomingdale Resident

od Howard

accountant, counselor and
big brother, along with sever—
al other things that pop up
along the way,” he said.

Sever admits the scope of
his responsibilities is a little
intimidating, but he’s up to
the challenge, and he’s not
flying blind.

For two months last spring,
the Sarasota native and FSU
graduate shadowed the
Rajun’ Bulls — Hillsborough
County’s largest high school
marchmg band — alongside
the group’s former director,
Ted Hope. After leading the
school’s highly .acclaimed
music program for 17 years,
Hope moved on this year to a

district position as supervisor

of music of middle and sec~
ondary schools.

- Bloomingdale's music
department, including the

chorus and orchestra pro-
grams, was entirely re—staffed
this year. The changes left
some students and parents
wondering if the program
would be able to maintain its
popularity and long run of
competition successes at dis—
trict, regional and national
levels.

Hope, along with school
administrators, hand-picked
Sever for the position. He has
no doubt the band will con-
tinue their winning streak
under Sever’s direction, and
may even improve upon it.

“Jon is going out of his way
to keep things status quo for
now. But he is (gradually)
going to take the band to the

next level. Thope he makes me| - :

look bad!” Hope said.
See BAND, Page 22
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- i Helping Children Cope With Disaster
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By MACK AUSTIN

All of us in the Blooming-
dale community have read
about and seen on television
the unbelieveable destruction
in our neighboring counties
after Hurricane Charley, We
should all be very grateful that
this storm missed us.

We've seen many inter—
views describing how trau-
matic the experience was for
adults.

We also need to realize how
important it is to discuss what
happened with our children.
We must help them under-
stand what happened and
what is being done to help
folks recover.

One of our main goals
should be to help our children
cope with the sudden changes
and disruptions to ourlives so
they can cope and be able to
adjust properly. ,

This is true in all of the

Nominate your friends
and neighbors (or your-
self!) for the Bloomingdale
Yard of the Month award.

‘Winners will receive an
Ace Hardware of Blooming-
dale gift certificate courtesy
of the Bloomingdale Home—

T - - - -

Bloomingdale Yard Of The Month

Your name and phone # ...

Nominee’s name, address, phone # ...

Outstanding yard features ...

unplanned events that hap—
pen in our lives, whether it's a

‘storm, a death in the family or

even a divorce. We must not
forget the children'’s feelings
and needs.

Each of us must decide
what's best for our own chil-
dren. Children depend on
daily routines, from waking
up for school to playing with
their friends.

When emergencies or dis—
asters interrupt their routines,
children become anxious.
They look to us for reassur—
ance that everything is going
to be all right.

How you react to an emer-
gency gives them clues on
how to react. If you react with
alarm, a child may become
more scared.

There’'s nothing wrong with
being scared. It's natural and
healthy. There are real dan-
gers that come in our lives.
But remember, children have

owners Association.

Submit entries by mail
to Yard, 3509 Bell Shoals
Rd., Valrico, FL 33594, by
faxto (813) 651-1129 or by
E-mail to Letters@Blooming-
daleGazette.com.

very vivid imaginations. They
need your positive support
and help to understand what
is happening and why it's
happening and that every-
thing will be better.

For many children their
sense of time is different than
ours.

These days many of us
expect instant improvements.
After a disaster like Hurricane
Charley, the time to recover
takes on a different perspec—
tive,

Until you've personally
experienced a disaster of this
magnitude and found your-
self without electricity, water,
phones and a dry place to
sleep, it's very hard to under-
stand.

Opeén, positive communi—
cation is the key. Talk to your

children about disasters. Ask
them about their feelings,
their concerns and answer
their questions. Emergencies
are a very real part of life.
Include your children in your
preparation and recovery
activities.

Preparation on your part is
very important in how things
turn out. Don’t wait until the
last minute. Develop and
practice a family disaster plan
that includes hurricanes, fire
drills and medical emergen-
cies.

Teach - them how to
respond properly, to learn
important phone numbers
including 911. Practice your
plans.

It's a big part of preparing
them for life’s emergencieés
that will come sooner or later.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE
THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE

..to make your smile bright.

e Whitening ¢ Crowns & Bridges » Dental Implants
¢ Most Procedures Completed In Office
o [nsurance Filed For You
« Extended Payment Plans Available
o Now Accepting New Patients
e Oral Sedation Available

-’

Wade...

Practicing Fine Cosmelic
& Restorative Denlistry

1457 OAKFIELD DRIVE e« BRANDON

www.drbraniwade.com

CALL TODAY

662-9233

to schedule your appointment
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By D’ANN WHITE
Correspondent

Once considered a favorite
pastime for youngsters, comic
books today have matured
with the generation that once
purchased them for a dime at
the local drug store.

In fact, patrons at The
Comics Club Inc. in La Viva
Plaza in Brandon are more
likely to be 30-something men
than preteens.

Storeowners Duane and
Vicki Stamper say the attrac—
tion isn’t simply nostalgia or
the desire to recapture youth.
With the release of films star—
ring superheroes once found
only in comic books, Duane
Stamper said interest in
comic books is bigger than
ever.

“They’re not just for kids,”

3

Eight-year-old Aubrey Stamper helps organizes shelves at The Comics Club Inc. in Bandon. Her parents, Duane and Vicki Stamper, are the store's owners.

Bloomingdale Couple Make Comical Career Change

said Stamper. “The average
age of our customers is 30.”
And the Internet, DVDs and
video games haven’'t damp-
ened the enthusiasm to read
about superheroes in comic
books. If anything, said Stam-
per, technology has made
comic books all the more pop-
ular.“I think there's still an
allure about being able to
hold something in your hand
and read it,” Stamper said.
Comiic books, or funnies as
they were once called, date
back to the 19th century when
books were introduced fea—
turing  characters  that
appeared in newspaper comic
strips, like The Yellow Kid, a
political cartoon published in
the New York Journal in the
1800s. Others, intended to be
comical, thus the name,
included The Brownies,

Katzen Jammer Kids, Popeye,
Mutt & Jeff, Buster Brown and
Felix the Cat.

But the real heyday of
comic books occurred in 1938
with the introduction of the
first superhero, a person with
powers beyond those of mor-
tal man. His name was Super—
man and he was created by
Action Comics.

From there, kids clamored
for the newest installments of
Spiderman, Hulk, the Green
Hornet and Archie, always
available near the checkout
counter at their favorite five
and dime store.

Among the kids who traded
their paper route money for
comic books was Duane
Stamper.

“I read a lot of comics as a
kid but I especially loved
Superman,” said Stamper

O’'ANN WHITE/Photo

who grew up in Michigan and
later moved with his family to
Florida.

Stamper went on to major
in journalism at the Universi—
ty of Florida. He was working
as the editor of a business
magazine near Fort Laud-
erdale when he happened to
hear a radio commercial
announcing that DC Comics
was reprinting the first issue
of Superman, He bought it
and added it to the childhood
comic collection that his
brother, Dave, had saved for
him after the family moved to
Florida.

And then he kept adding to
the collection. By 1989, he had
several thousand comic boqi;}
in his collection and decid«?/
to start his own mail order

See COMICS, Page 19
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By D’ANN WHITE

She never considered her—
self a writer, nor thought
about writing a book.

That all changed last year
when Bloomingdale resident
Linda Hill Rusmisel said she
felt “compelled” to sit down
and write.

The result is “Code Yellow,”
an inspirational novel about
overcoming obstacles, said
Rusmisel.

A 25-year resident of the
area, Rusmisel attended Buf-
falo State Teacher’s College
and went on to work as a
manager for Mobile Oil Corp..

Last year, she became
intrigued with the idea of writ-
ing a fictional story with char-
acters overcoming difficult
circumstances through spiri—
tual growth.

“I wanted to write a book
that would inspire readers
and maybe help them over-
come their own obstacles in

SEPTEMBER 2004 ¢ THE BLOOMINGDALE GAZETTE o 15

life,” said Rusmisel.

The main character is a
woman named Maggie who is
grappling with her mother's
illness, her father's abandon-
ment, abusive relatlonshlps
and her daughter’s mental ill-
ness. But near-death experi—
ences lead her on the road to
recovery and a spiritual awak—
ening.

The title, explained Rus—
misel, is based on the medical
term “code blue.”

“Code blue pertains to the
death of the body,” she said.
“But there is also a code yel-
low, or near death, that leads
to spiritual understanding.”

Although it took only three
months to write the book,
Rusmisel said she discovered
that publishing it takes much
longer.“When I couldn’t find
a publisher, I began looking
on the Internet to learn about
ways to publish the book
myself,” she said. “I learned
all about book merchandising

Births

¢+ Devon Edward-Albert
Rhodes was born July 14,
2004, to Alison and Josh
Rhodes of Kingstowne Circle.

¢+ Braden Thomas Pope was
born July 31, 2004, to Kassi
and Barry Pope of Twilridge
Place.

+ Sydney Marie Ginaitt was
born July 21, 2004, to Lisa C.

and Bernard A. Ginaitt of Ver—
sant Drive.

+ Charles Purcell Bowman
IV was born Aug. 10, 2004, to
Barbara and Charles P. Bow-
man III of Vinedale Avenue.

Bloomingdale area birth
announcements provided by
Brandon Regional Hospital.

Look for your
neighborhood news
The Bloomingdale
Gazette

-

"'\Bloomingdale Resident A First-Time Author

companies.”

Rusmisel also joined the
Brandon Writers Group,
which meets monthly at
Barnes & Noble Booksellers in
Brandon. She said the group
composed of fellow writers
not only encouraged her but
offered advice on publishing
and marketing her book.

Her book has been nomi-
nated for the Florida Writer’s
Association 2004 Royal Palm
Literary Awards to be present—
ed Nov. 6.

She's currently working on
her second novel.

“It’s really on the other end
of the spectrum,” she said.
“It’s a political mystery.”

Rusmisel’s book is current—
ly available through Publish
America at www.Pub-

Bloomingdale resident Linda Hill

lishAmerica.com or by visit—
ing PublishedAuthors.net. It

Rusmisel has been nominated for
the Florida Writer's Association 2004
Royal Palm Literacy Awards for her

soon will be available inlocal = |25 “Gods Yollovi."
bookstores as well.
Rusmisel can be reached at
651-3726.
for our
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Creative Outdoor Décor Offers Fountains, More 5

By LESLIE WHITE
Correspondent

Fashion’s latest trend has
nothing to do with hemlines
or heels, at least not when
you're talking about home
fashions.

Since 9/11 more people
have focused their attention
on home and hearth, creating
a safe, comfortable and beau-
tiful space. Creative Outdoor
Decor is a business geared to
help beautify both the indoors
and outdoors of any home.

Don Gerdich has owned the
business since May, but Cre-
ative Qutdoor Decor has
made its home in Brandon for
more than seven years. With

an outdoor showroom that

sits on an acre lot between
Miller Road and St. Cloud on
State Road 60, Gerdich carries
a full line of statues, fountains,
planters and garden decor to
enhance a home’s entrance,
courtyard, patio, pool or back
yard.. .
Three-tiered garden foun—
tains decorate the lot, along—
side smaller look-alike ver—
sions. Customers are invited
to customize their fountain
selection with finishes and
finials suiting their style. All of
the fountains use recycled
water and don’t need to be
plumbed in.

“We deal with regional
wholesalers, and also offer a
California line of products
that have a different, unique
finish,” said Gerdich.

Creative Outdoor Decor
installs each purchase, deliv—
ering within a week, except for
the California line which can
take up to 30 days to come in.

Operations manager Greg
Foster said all the fountams
are self-contained.

“All people need to do is
plug it in, and keep water in
it,” Foster said.

With each purchase, cus-
tomers learn easy care tips.
Algae being the main threat to
keeping the fountain clean
and clear, Creative Outdoor
Decor carries a line of non—
chlorine algaecide for colored
cement, and recommends
cIeanmg with a light dose of
chlorinated water for the

LESLIE WHITE/Photo

Creative Outdoor Décor staff, from left, marketing vice president Evan Love, operations manager Greg Foster and owner

Don Gerdich.

white cement.

One unique garden acces—
sory they carry is the Vantage
PRO Wireless Weather Sta—
tion, which mcorporates all
weather-related needs in one

device. It reads barometric
pressure, _ temperature,
humidity, moon phases,
measures wind direction and
speed.

Along with a multitude of

other talents, the w1re1ess
weather station has a sense
humor, a(,tually givinga rea

ing of “it’s raining cats and ¥

See DECOR, Page 22
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By D’ANN WHITE
Correspondent

The Bloomingdale Special
Taxing District has agreed to
join forces with the Blooming—
dale Ridge Homeowners
Association to beautify the

corner of Natures Way and -

Culbreath Road in front of
Alafia Elementary School.

The Bloomingdale Ridge
Homeowners Association
wants to construct a water
feature surrounded by plant-
ings. Dale Kahn, a member of
both boards, asked if the
Bloomingdale Special Taxing
District would be willing to
donate funds for plantings.

Bloomingdale  property
manager Al Devney said that
corner hasn'’t received new
landscaping in years and said
he’d plan to put it on next
year’s maintenance schedule
for minor intersections.

The Bloomingdale taxing
district is responsible for three
major and 16 minor entries
acluding this corner, Devney
told the trustees.

“I had envisioned tearing
out the ‘'old juniper in the
parapets and putting in Indi-
an hawthorn and crinum
lilies,” he said. Devney also
would like to remove the liri—
ope and expand the annual

_ planting beds.

The estimated cost of the
landscaping project, Devney
told the board, is $1,200 to
$1,500.

Trustee Michael Buday
favored giving that money to

the Bloomingdale Ridge
Homeowners  Association
instead.

“It's a very visible corner,”
he said. “It really serves as a
major entryway for the com-
munity and I believe the
money would be wisely
spent.”

Taxing district President,

Thom Snelling was initially
reluctant to turn over the
money designated for the
plantings to the Bloomingdale
Ridge Homeowners Associa—
*ion, fearing it would set a

ecedent, But since the
‘Property manager was plan—
ning to landscape the corner
anyway, he felt it would be in
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re i -Ridge, Taxing District To Beautify Corner

“It’s a very visible corner. It really
serves as a major entryway for the
community and I believe the money
would be wisely spent.”

the community’s best interest
to help with the project.

The board voted to approve
applying $2,000 toward the
Bloomingdale Ridge project.

Kahn said the homeowners
association is still working on
details of the plan but has
received cost estimates in the
$12,000 range. He said the
Ridge homeowners associa—
tion would fund the mainte-

" nance of the water feature.

As of this month, the taxing
district has added a new
minor entryway to its list of
responsibilities.

At last month’s meeting,
the trustees agreed to take
over maintaining the entry to
Bloomingdale's newest sub—
division, Eagle Point off
Erindale Drive. The taxing dis—
trict assumes responsibility
for entryways to subdivisions
once 92 to 95 percent of the
homes are occupied.

Anne Garrett Ward, presi—
dent of the Eagle Point Home—
owners Association, told the
trustees that 35 of the 38
homes in the development
are now occupied. The home-
owners association has also
installed St. Augustine grass,
another condition of the tax-
ing district.

Devney estimated there are
500 yards of common area at
the Eagle Point entrance,
requiring about $2,500 a year
in maintenance.

That's a minor cost com—
pared to what the taxing dis—
tricthas had to fork over in the
past two months for vandal-
ism damage.

Prior to school starting
again, the community experi-
enced several acts of vandal-
ism including graffiti on the
common walls and motorists

doing doughnuts” in the
common areas, destroying
the grass and bushes.

MICHAEL BUDAY
BSTD trustee

The district is offering a
$500 reward for information
leading to the arrest and con—
viction of the vandals.

BHA director Steve Heckel
told the trustees that the asso-
ciation is in the process of
revitalizing its mdbile crime
watch program, which will
hopefully reduce acts of van—
dalism.

There currently are seven
active Neighborhood Crime
Watch programs in Bloom-—
ingdale, including a new pro-
gram launched in Eagle Point.
Heckel said the association
also will look at expanding
these programs.

The taxing district unani-
mously renewed the contract
for Raymow, the district’s
lawn maintenance contrac—
tor, for a second year. Howev—
er, Buday voted against
renewing the contract for
Neighborhood Pest Control
because he said he isn't satis—
fied with the weed control
program.

“I sure see a lot of weeds
around,” Buday said. “Green—
hollow is all weeds and there
isn't a lick of grass in the
whole place.”

Devney said the district is
now spending $26,000 a year

on weed and pest control,
having added $6,000 to this
year's budget. '

“But we've got 30 acres of
grass and all types of sod,”
Devney said. “And once an
area gets stressed, the bugs
move in. That's what hap-
pened on Erindale.”

He added that the weed
killer cannot be applied once
the temperature goes above
80 degrees.

Rather than re-bid the
entire pest and weed control
contract, Snelling suggested
they amend the contract and
bid for services on an as-
needed basis.

Finally, at last month’s
meeting, the trustees heard a
presentation by Joe Brandano
of Brandano Displays Inc. of
Pompano Beach on purchas-
ing holiday banners for the
major entrances. Faced with a
tight budget, the ttustees were
looking into ways to decorate
less expensively.

Bloomingdale Community
Office manager Joni Hickle
suggested the district look
into purchasing seasonal ban—
ners to be displayed on exist—
ing utility poles and offsetting
the cost with business spon-—
sorships.

Brandano will return to this
month's meeting with cost
estimates. In the meantime,
Hickle will look into the best
ways to solicit donations.

The next BSTD meeting will
be Monday, Sept. 13 at 7 p.m.
at the Bloomingdale Commu-~—
nity Office on Bell Shoals
Road. Meetings are open to
the public.
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Bloomingdale triplets Michael, Christine and Donald Gillis recently appearad on television in one of Nickelodeon's S

PLAT! between-show spots.

i
LESLIEWHITE/PhG, F}.}

Bloomingdale Triplets Appear On SPLAT!

TRIO AVOIDED
SLIME

By LESLIE WHITE

Most kids like to end sum—
mer vacation with a bang, but
three Bloomingdale siblings
chose to end theirs with a
SPLAT!

Triplets Donald, Michael
and Christine Gillis were cho-
sen for a special “Triplets”
segment of Nickelodeon’s
SPLAT!, a series of spots that
run on the kids' cable channel
between cartoons from 5 to 7

.m.

The show features games.
and competitions where
teams rack up points.

In the show's third week of
production, Ethnee Lea of the
SPLAT! production team
decided a show on triplets
would be just the thing. Each
team consists of 3 players.

Three sets of triplets appeared
on the July 30 taping featuring
the Gillis kids.

Nickelodeon operates out
of Universal Studios in Orlan-
do. The childrens’ mother,
Marlene Gillis, learned of the
ﬁportunity from an Orlando

end she met at a triplet con-
vention.

The Gillis family was more
than a little excited to be on
the show.

SPLAT! is taped live, as
Gillis says, “where the way it
happens is the way it goes!'

They came to us two min-—
utes before the cameras went
on with instructions,” said a
wide-eyed Gillis, who admits,
“I was kind of nervous.”

The Gillis team won the first
round, a game of rally ball,
similar to volleyball.

In the next game, the three
teams had to watch an inter—
view with a character called
“The Terminator,” then buzz

in to answer questions.
Though the green and red
teams were buzzing in fast
and furious, the Gillis yellow
listened carefully to each
question, and were the only
ones to buzz in with all three
correct answers.

The Gillis’ had watched
SPLAT! before and were famil—
iar with the show and its
games, but the clan wasn't
upset about not winning. The
winners get the dubious
honor of being “slimed,”
Nickelodeon slang for
“doused and drenched from
head to toe with various gooey
substances.”

That day’s slime consisted
of baked beans.

“Eww,” said Christine as
she recalled watching a kid in
the audience get slimed with
the goo. Parents Rob and Mar-
lene weren't upset their kids
didn't win, as slimees were
given nothing more than a

towel to clean up with.

“My favorite part was the
games,” said Donald.

“Mine was when the callers
had to pick ‘win’, ‘play’,
‘steal’, or ‘prize’,” said Chris-
tine.

.Michael just liked being on
the show.

“It didn’t feel like two
hours,” he said.

Mom Marlene said, “I'm
glad they had the opportunity
to do the show. Watching ail
the kids have a great time and
enjoy themselves was great.
It's an experience they’ll never
forget. They felt like little stars
themselves.”

The 1l-year-old Gillis
triplets, Cimino Elementary
students, each received a
SPLAT! T-shirt autographed
by the show's ca tains an
crew. Perhaps the biggegd
perk — when school started &=
week later, all their friends
thought they were cool.
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comic book business.

The Stampers’ segue into a
full-time comic book store
came a few years later.
Although both had lucrative
careers, Vicki was traveling a
lot as a retail merchandise
consultant for Ross stores,

“She was exhausted, and
we always wanted to have our
own business, be our own
bosses,” Stamper said. “Vicki
had all this retail experience,
so we decided to open our
own store. I researched the
idea for 18 months and
learned everything I could
about the business. And then
in August 1994, we opened
our own store in Fort Laud-
erdale.”

Vicki kept working at Ross

“I had cutomers who actually cried when I
told them I was moving, We’re a very

family-oriented store and we really get to
know our customers. They becom

friends.”

‘house in Bloomingdale East

and reopened their comic
book store at Oak Park Plaza
on Lumsden Road.

“I'had customers who actu-
ally cried when I told them I
was moving. We're a very
family-oriented store and we
really get to know our cus-

DUANE STAMPER
Owner, The Comics Club Inc.

to embrace us. We love living
here.” ]

The Comics Club special-
izes in a wide variety of newly
released comic books as well
as back issues. (The Comics
Club has more than 70,000
back issues.)

Stamper is quick to point

store, I show them where the
comic books for kids are,” she
said.

Reading since the age of 2,
Aubrey encourages other chil-
dren to read the books, “not
justlook at the pictures.”

“They’re great for kids who
need to brush up on reading
skills,” said Stamper.

Despite their collectibility,
comic books should be read,
he added.“T advise people to
buy and read comic books
because they love them; not
because they might go up in
value,” he said.

It’s true some comic books
have shot up in value. The first
issue of Superman, published
in 1938 and sold for 10 cents,
would probably fetch $1 mil-

for a year while the store got tomers. They  become young children to the frontof lion at auction today, said
up and going. She had just friends,” said Stamper. the store where the child- Stamper. :
handed in her resignation at That customer loyalty appropriate comic books are But age doesn’t necessarily

Ross when the couple
received a pleasant surprise.
After years of trying, Vicki dis—

helped finance their move to
Brandon, Half of their regular
customers continued doing

displayed. Comics with adult
theme are located farther
back and encased in plastic to

dictate value. Value is based
on condition, rarity and
demand. A comic book might

covered she was pregnant. mail order business with The deter young eyes. be worth more because it fea—
i =N N “I was told I couldn’t get Comics Club. “We feeF we need to be a  tures the first appearance of a
N . regnant,” said Vicki. “We From the beginning, said kind of gatekeeper,” said certain character, a new
o were resigned to not having Stamper, they had their eye Stamper. “Some parents writer or artist or even a
kids so it was a total shock.” on La Viva Plaza, just waiting  don’t realize there are comics change in the lead character’s
Aubrey was born a year for a spot to open so they for mature readers that have costume.
f after the comic book store could move across the street.  graphic language and vio— In addition to comic books
) opened and took her first “The types of businesses in  lence.” Some publishers, like and related collectibles, The
steps in the store. this shop — the antiques Marvel Comics, now putrat- Comics Club specializing in
Once again, Stamper put store, the used book store, the ings on their comic books. role play, battle and strategic
his research experience to record store — really comple— Aubrey, now 8, hasherown board games and the. col-
he good use to determine where ment our business,” hesaid. ~ room at the back of the store lectible pewter figures that go
the best public schools were So when a wallpaper store  where she can do homework, with them.
TS in Florida. His searchled him moved out, the Stampers watch TV, play games, take a For more information, con—
Y, to Valrico, and specificallyto promptly moved into the nap orread the newestcomic tact Stamper at 653-4111. The
is— Alafia Elementary School. It  2,000-square—footspaceinla books for youngsters. Her Comics Club, 714 W. Lums—
also happened that Brandon Viva last March. favorite, she said, is the old den Road, is open from noon
on had no full-time comic book “It's been great,” said Stam~  standby, Archie, and Sonicthe  to 8 p.m. Monday through Fri—
stores at that time. per. “We've been very well Hedgehog. dayand 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sat—
NO The family purchased a received. Brandon just seems “When kids come in the urday. ;
'm o =\ P
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1% Moursi, board certified in the Brandon Outreach Clinic calif e, RE NTA:L - SALES - SERVICE
. emergency medicine; Dr. M. and ECHO, will be Sept, 11, i Equipment
Ansari, certified in emergency  6:30 p.m. to midnight, at the Lawn & Garden Tools * Excavation Equipment
llis medicine and internal medi- Winthrop Theater on Bloom- - railers ¢ Ladders « Floor Care * Electric Tools
ry cine; and Dr. L. Aguila, boar_d ingdale Avenue, y Supplies & Special Events Equipment
Y certified in emergency medi-  The $30 per person admis- Tents « Bounce Castles  Popcorn * Hot Dog
ed cine. 3103 1ncltudes_dm:1ert, d€nc$g & C°"I°'; Candy Machines ¢ Seating & Flooring
; o and entertainmen e
nd., Info: 643-9393. Brandon olenl Y N6 4'.gU|runnen Rd.
1 ' by Bo Birthday Bash There will be a cash bar. All -2830
ds aby Boomer birthday ba Brandon residents 21 and ____WWw.suncoastrentalcorp.com 410474
The first ever Brandon older are welcome. Info: [U"I'IAUL [ =~ [
Baby Boomer Bash, to benefit George May, 662-1102. — .
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Bloomingdale Real Estate Sales %)

3912
Applegate
Circle,
Bloomingdale
Estates

This two-story home
with a screened pool
listed and sold for

$244,900 in six days.

Groveway
Drive,
Somerset

This corner lot home
featuring numerous
upgrades listed and

sold for $278,400 in If/ﬂ R
one day. %

-

3503 Pine Knot
Drive,
Bloomingdale

East

Listed for $94,900, this two-
story condo with a fireplace
sold for $93,000 in 20 days.

Info and photos pro-
vided by Luana Russell,
Keller Williams Realty
of Brandon. Realtors
are invited to send
recent sales info and
photos to the editor at
LauraFrazier@tam-—
pabay.rr.com. Fea-
tured properties will
appear on a space-—
available basis.
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Second-grader Bradley Johnson, his mother, Lynn, and first-grader Morgan
Smediey made a donation to the Cimino Hurricane Awareness Program last
week, Students bringing donations on Wednesday, Aug. 25 received a special
“Cougar” hand stamp and a treat.

AID

From page 1

“We just wanted to help all Minichbauer.
the families devastated by The Guidance Counselor
Hurricane Charley,” said called on some fifth grade stu—

Minichbauer,
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SHELTER

From page 1

already crowded Newsome
High; the other was a local
resident fleeing her mobile
home for the safety of one of
48 Hillsborough County Red
Cross shelters.

Though Cimino is desig-
nated as a shelter, it is not
equipped with a generator, a
problem that had Frost more
than a little concerned, but
school district supervisor
Sherrie Sikes told Frost,
“There are not enough gener—
ators to go around to the
schools in our area.”

To equip the shelter in the
event of a power outage, Frost
turned to parent volunteers to
collect flashlights from the
Bloomingdale community.

Red Cross volunteer Scott
Barrish explained, “Cimino is
a secondary shelter. The Red
Cross uses formulas to deter—
mine capacity for the various
shelters. Cimino can -house
2,100 in a nonthreat situation,
and 2,400 in a threat situa-
tion.”

The multipurpose room of
the school would house non—
threat evacuees and the 300
extra from a threat situation
would be accommodated in
the adjacent building. Barrish
expressed concern that
though the hurricane veered

to the southeast, allowing

Tampa to avoid direct hit, tor—
nadoes could pose a problem
for our area.

“There is always a threat of
tornadic .activity and the
severity of the rain bands,”
said Barrish. With the Alafia
River running through this
area, flooding could’ve been a
major threat to nearby

RED CHOSS

SHCLTER

LESLIE WHITE/Pholo

The school opened Aug. 12 as a Red
Cross Shelter in preparation for the
storm.

homes.

“One of the Red Cross’ pri—
mary functions is mass care,
which involves the sheltering
and feeding of all evacuees,”
Barrish said. Eventually, the
Red Cross will mobilize Emer—
gency Response Vehicles, or
ERV’s, which are equipped
with a kitchen to feed those
who need it.

The ERV’s also deliver food
to the shelters in the area. The
Tampa Bay Chapter of the
Red Cross covers Pinellas,
Pasco and Hillsborough
counties, and staffs each local
shelter with a minimum of
three volunteers.

Frost said the Red Cross
thankfully came right in and
took charge of Cimino’s
transformation to a shelter.

“This is the first time I've
been through anything like
this,” Frost said. “I've learned
so much.” -

Students, parents and the
community are being encour—
a%ed to donate school sup-
plies for students affected Il;y
the category four hurricane
that swept through the state
two weeks ago.

Two donation sites have
been set up on the Cimino
campus to collect the sup-
plies, which will be delivered

. sometime early this month,
_ ) “BEverybody here at Cimino
Hs

so giving all the time, and
we wanted that Cougar spirit
to enable us to do somethin
to help the families," sayg

dents to help her organize the
collection and man the drop
off boxes. Students have been

@ 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 ¢
bringing in notebook paper,

o
AT
pencils, glue, folders, crayons w& rTy m-

and markers and dropping ®

them in the bins before

school.

One Cimino parent whois @

in the military will deliver the

supplies personally, possibly

to a hard-hit community in @& &
®
o

We welcome your youth group, shawer, event, cbrporalc feam bunuinq,
or birthday parfy with & package o fit most budaets

The Pottery Pateh

A paint your own pettery studio

2551 SR 60, E.» 643-0014 (60 & Miller R frico
wuww.potterypatchstudio.com 410473

Arcadia that he’s been work—
ingin.

Supplies may be dropped
off at the school weekdays 8
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Call: 740-4450.
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BAND

From page 12

Band Booster president
Cathy Patrick said the transi-
tion has been seamless. '

“Everything is on track, and
the excitement is building for
the first game of the season,”
Patrick said.

“Mr. Sever is very easy to
work with. He’s incredibly
organized, so the band is
already ahead of schedule on
a lot of things. He has every—
thing planned for the whole
year on his calendar, right
down to graduation.” she
said. “He just fit right into the

DUES

program.”

Sever said Hope set the
foundation for the group’s
success, along with parent
and school support and the
students’ drive to strive for the
highest goals. It’s a solid foun—
dation Sever said he plans to
build on.

Despite the personnel
shake-up, there won’t be any
major changes to the core
program, at least not yet.

“We want to preserve the
band’s identity and unique
style. Mr. Hope and I share a lot

of the same ideas and philoso—
phies, so it's been relatively
easy for me to continue with his
program,” Sever said.

Sever graduated from Sara-
sota High School, where he
played trumpetin the school’s
marching band. A former
member of Florida State Uni-
versity’s Marching Chiefs, he
received from FSU his under—
graduate degree in 1977, and
this spring his master's degree
in music education. He also
served as assistant band
director at the university.

Sever previously directed
Pasco County's largest high
school marching band at
River Ridge High School for
five years.

Orchestra and associate
band director Suling Chow
stepped in this year for Scott
Rudes, now assistant princi-
pal of student affairs at
Bloomingdale. Chase White
succeeds former chorus
director Beverly Sutherland,
now teaching chorus and
orchestra at Newsome High
School.

From page 2

Neighborhood safety is a
priority of the BHA. The
organization operates the
Mobile Watch program,
whose volunteers work with
the Hillsborough County
Sheriff’s Office and Blooming-
dale substation to keep resi-
dents safe and crime rates
low.

Deed restriction and coun-
ty codes compliance is a con-
tinuing focus of the BHA.

This year, the association
hired an independent con-
tractor, Neighborhood Stan-
dards, to identify and help
resolve potential deed restric—
tion and county codes viola—

DECOR

tions on a regular basis.

The BHA board reports that
Neighborhood Standards’
proactive approdch to resolv—
ing violations has been very
encouraging. BHA director
Steve Heckel said a vast
majority of residents notified

about  violations  have
responded positively and
promptly. -

“At least seven fences in
disrepair have already been
repaired or replaced since
Neighborhood  Standards
began issuing notices,” Heck-
el said.

The BHA'’s efforts to keep
Bloomingdale beautiful

extend beyond enforcing the
letter of the law.

In 2002, the association
launched the neighborhood
PRIDE program, to encourage
homeowners to maintain a
sense of pride in ownership
and community by cleaning
up their homes, yards and
streets. The PRIDE program
has held four clean up days,
with residents disposing of
more than 400 cubic yards of
debris and castoffs, free of
charge. The next clean-up day
is Sept. 11.

The BHA also supports
local charity and community
pride events. In 2003, the

organization raised more
than $1,500 in pledges while
participating in the American
Cancer Society’s Relay for
Life. -

In 2004, the BHA participat—
ed in the Brandon Fourth of
July Parade.

The association meets on....
the first Monday of eac!
month, 7 p.m. at the Bloom=
ingdale Community Office,
3509 Bell Shoals Road.

Meetings are open to the
public. For more information
about the BHA or the dues
drive, call 681-2051 or visit
www.BloomingdaleGazette.c
om.

From page 16

dogs” during what we in Flori-
da know as our afternoon
thundershowers. The system
mounts on a pole outside,
while the console stays
indoors and can be mounted
on the wall, like a thermostat.
Professional landscaping
and brick paver installation,

provided by separate busi-
nesses sharing space on site,
make it easy for customers to
find all the services they need
in one centralized location.

Gerdich said, “We’re three
small businessmen, co-mar—
keting our services, trying to
help the customer.”

With Tampa’s Home Show
coming up at the Tampa Con-
vention Center Sept. 3-6, mar—
keting vice president Evan
Love is offering a 5 percent
show discount to customers
visiting their display.

“We'd love customers to
stop by and see what we

have,” Love said.

Creative Outdoor Decor is
at 2800 State Road 60. Store
hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. .
Tuesday through Thursday
(closed Monday), 1 to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat—
urday and noon to 4 p.m. Call:
662-2585.

LETTERS? COMMENTS? (QUESTIONS?
E-mail: Letters@BloomingdaleGazette.com
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“It doesn’t make sense to stop a whole project that will improve safety and
traffic flow for thousands of motorists each day because county staff can’t solve a
simple problem with a few property owners.”

PROJECT

TED GRABLE
BHA president

From page 1

“We have a lot of citizen
support along Bloomingdale,
but there is citizen opposition
along Bell Shoals so we have
reduced the scope of the proj—
ects along both sections,”
Cottrell told the commission.

Storms argued that’s not
what the residents and busi-
ness owners want.

“They’re not opposed to
widening Bell Shoals,” she
said. “They’re opposed to the
plan we presented to them.
There are businesses that are
concerned because the medi-
an that we proposed to put in
to accommodate the left—turn

‘rage lane at the signal

suld restrict, somewhat,
their access. How can that be
interpreted to mean citizens
are opposed to improving Bell
Shoals?”

Word that the intersection
improvements might be
scrapped reached Ted Grable,
president of the Blooming-
dale Homeowners Associa—
tion, who said he was shocked
to learn the county staff had
recommended canceling the
project because of citizen
opposition.“That’s absurd,”
he said. “Thank goodness
Commissioner Ronda Storms
objected and led the county
commission to direct its staff
to go back and take another
look at this.”

Grable said the BHA strong-
ly endorses the project to
improve one of the most acci—
dent-prone intersections in
the county.

During 2003, there were 159
accidents at the intersection,
according to the Hillsborough
County Sheriff's Office, 29 of
them with injuries.

: averaged out to 3 acci-

“wetits per week, making it one

of the most dangerous inter—

sections in the county.

“At our August board meet—
ing, we discussed the project
and our government services
committee had been assured
by the project manager that
we would be kept advised of
any changes in the project,”
Grable said.

“The only thing we are
aware of is a few property
owners and businesses in the
shopping center objected to a
median that would block
access to their stores.”

“It doesn’t make sense to
stop a whole project that will
improve safety and traffic flow
for thousands of motorists
each day because county staff
can’t solve a simple problem
with a few property owners.”

At the Aug. 18 meeting, the
commission asked staff to
reassess the project and put it
back on the county’s trans—
portation corridor plan.

BHA board member Steve
Heckel has been working with
the county and business own-—
ers on a solution to the access
problem. He too, was sur-
prised to learn the project had
been cut.

On July 28, business owners
met with county engineer Reg
Alford to present an alterna—
tive plan to move the median
cut on Bell Shoals to the drive-
way between SunTrust Bank
and Long Tire and Auto Ser—
vice.

The Bell Shoals business
representatives, including
Citgo, Long Tire and Auto Ser—
vice, Papa John's Pizza and
SunTrust Bank, feared the
proposeéd placement of a
median and traffic signal on
Bell Shoals would limit access
to and hurt their businesses.

Citgo owner Larry Neville
added that the original medi-

an and traffic signal plan
would force customers to
drive through his parking lot,
in between the service station
and the gas pumps, to access
the other businesses.

Instead, the business own—
ers suggested the county con-
struct a new Bell Shoals
entrance to Wal-Mart, with a
traffic signal installed at the
main entrance drive between
Citgo and Sun Trust Bank.

The county, they noted,
made a similar concession at
Lowe’s Home Improvement
Warehouse on Providence
Road to provide access to
Brandon Centre South shop-
ping center across the street
and at Brandon Crossroads
shopping center on Falken—
burg Road.

When a couple of the busi-
ness owners said they'd rather
have nothing done than the
plan the county originally
proposed, Heckel quickly
spoke up that the project is
needed and the community,
as a whole, is in favor of it.

“I pointed out that the com-—
munity definitely wanted
something done to improve
the traffic at this intersection
and along the two roadways,”
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Heckel said. “This intersec—
tion has been the most acci—
dent prone in the county for
over two years.”

Heckel said he felt the busi—
ness owners presented an
alternative that wasn’t thor—
oughly explored by the coun-
ty, and noted that the group
even hired a private consult-—
ant at their own expense to
look at the proposal.

In response, Alford met
with the business owners
Monday morning and agreed
to have his staff survey the
area and work up some num-
bers using the business own~-
ers’ suggestion.

Alford and the business
group also agreed to look at
another alternative — build-
ing an access road behind the
shopping center, something
the business and property
owners were initially opposed
to because it would mean
reconfiguring the parking lot.

Heckel said he was satisfied
with the outcome of the meet-
ing.
“This shows the county is
willing to explore options and
that the business owners are
willing to do so also,” said
Heckel.
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Bloomingdale Gets
Five-Star Service
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3504 PineKnotDr......... $74900

In Bloo;

y
1321 Peachfield Dr. .. $170,000
3827 Cold Creek Dr. $198,500
3912 Applegate Cr. ....... $244900
2402 Groveway Dr. ....... $278,400
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2119 W. Brandon Blvd., Suite A,
Brandon, FL 33511

684-9500 or 685-8545

Call Luana and discover the
pleasure of five star service
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